





%Ht\ki iSSUt 







. .> 


tided for toda^ 

^ j 


i 






• \ 
K 




- 




J>^, 


)\ 




y 


I 




•«. 


.AT 












Gladstone Lyall presents 

Khandani Pan Masala 
and Zafrani Patti 






Because some traditions never lose 

their freshness 

New Khandani Pan Masala and 
Zafrani Pa Hi have generations of ''blending 
exptjricnce" behind them. The containers are 
compact — and the contents blended under 
laboratory conditions which guarantee 
freshness anywhere. Anytime. 

Exclusive blends known only to genuine Khandani blenders 
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Wind Elegance by 
CncMnptcHi Grea\es 
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ChANDHlAie 

lt'» ft £i^ A Ic^ A te Ikhn up 
rour kind of A ft«elittoMrr concept. 
Qundel *Ak «. fen «rWl tooekd ueder 




. Cboaee of cfactrefuc or <M« t^pc 

refulftiof. -.U. 
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A *pgokfth' wMh a diflercMe. Civ« n 
detightfuJ vnbieiKt lo • roon. Whb 
onuxnenul broM tkak^ And fiincr puU- 
cord facitoy hr onA>Cf opcfiitaaoDd for 

rrgubtm^ apccd. loiacr^iof binani 

CQfDbinftUQB, Wkb prwinon for 
iocorporMuif Diider>bsfai, if rau wauk. 
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Apsce^aa IfaftnaMerpiecein 

pcrforaine* aa «vU H in f 0 an denm 

copper brvwo fiifoh. Ha ft dwk.tBMfo)a 
appal tlw ora gnat ots ofacyle. 4 Uftdei 
wiih ftwcaKaoct brtaa. fiitkh ahanb. ^ofte 
type regulator. 
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New. gentle Dettol soap. 

Give your family its loving care. 
The care for skin and complexion. 

For cleanliness and health. 
Fvpryday. 

The love and care of Oettol soap. 


Give your family the loving care of Dettol soap. 
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Mahaima OanOhi was lasting in CaicuHa to bnng paaca among 
The Hindus and Muslims on ina ve7 day India's national Kag 
was being hoisted lor the tirst lime ai tne Red fort In over three 
decades since then, how much has ihe situation improved"^ 
Tiie Iasi few years have witnessed an ugly resurgence o< the 
communal virus, which today could infect entire country in 
ter years, between 1969 to t976. more than 1.600 persons 
were lulled and over 16.000 were miured m communal clashes 
And, m two months smce the eiecbon commission ordered' 
elections in Assam at least 1.400 nave lost their lives m 
fratrlddal battles Ginsh Malhor. Raiendra Sereen, NttW 
Cnaaravartiy, Khushwant Singh wdh Sunoav correspondents 
trace the roots of communaiism, examine various aspects of 
This enormous otoblem and suggest steps lo contain what can 
8a aptly termed the naiionaf scourge 
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Pressure Pan So «errwi(s So 
convenent anc furay n pet luo to 
be designed* To neip you naite all 
Ouse eiciimo rso^es your raiMy 
cianovrs lor hi a nanar o1 
mmuies 
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PrestQe Tte peeoM nlio OM Mo 
Its tall, nost Mdety usee caessure 
cooker and dev e lops the mote 
oaskei.«?iN£0 9sr^ id male 
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Feroze Varuna 
Gandhi 

I I 1 (> l>e a scfiop. (he 

firsi ever Incerview Kiven hv 
(he yoiiriBeM memiH'r «f “ilw 
nival (!aiullii l*fehriJ familv** to 
a join llal)^l. it iSiii noi iiii n out 
tliai way To all mv i|ucM(<)ns he 
re>pnii<JeJ with hruud smiles whuh 
CO Kill not be reftisioicd on a tapi* 
K’cordei. *lh>iv like a NVhru Caiitlla 
be is.‘ i Saul to myself, 'he h " 
(eat lit varlv >n life mn to pive awa. 
state svavis to press people.* Be 
Sides, (he aimosphoit* w.»s uoi veis 
cuhiiuLUc lot an intcivievs*. Theie 
M'ere about all children in iheir 

Sufidiiv besi. cm I vine lutll<K>ns luul 
blowjiiu ihioueli papei pipes )K'- 
ttseeii mtMuhiup cliocolate cake 
and ice-croam. Their were uiktulei s, 
/Mrri/anva//a/is and cw cn a camel h 
ivasthc Jdthot Mats h, the hii tliday 
o} the late baiiiiiv (lainiht's oiil\ 
child 

Hv has hail laoi e than his sbair ol 
diamn in his hit iie lost his lalhcr 
n soiiplir nl inoiplis jlici his lust 
hirtlidav. J'hv huak between his 
fathers and nnnher's l.imiUvs drp- 
lived him ol ihr seiuiilv or a homi*. 
the iiinipaiiN oi cousins, iinvles. 
.units ami above all Ins paternal 
(•ra ml mm her To Ihls da> he i< 
known as Varuna in one hnniv. 
Keto/r Ml the oiliei Since in either 
|)lace eveicone was husv dome: 
ihvii oisri Ifnrip. no one h.id iiimli 
lime tor him Betoic he was two h<> 
was sent <iii to the kindeikiaiten 
known as the Stiidv Koi som«* 
rnoiiilis ho cmitinocd visinnp the 
pm('rn»d home an<l loiilii tell sou 
wheie his (AmJmjm was *^^|ldhr.l 
Kan*ai:)ka ^mcc /unit, .\ssam ^aeo 
h.uii "And the latesi ''Son aliened 
i;,ier h.nn'’—as jt NAM was anoihet 
slate in India Hut he li.is n<i place 
ol his ovvr^ .Mill sliLillies between his 
inoiliei rented lesideiue which is 
nest ihiot to his school, and spends 
his at I el noons with his tuKiniiiut ni 
Jot thu;h ViMis (M Numl>er One 
.Saldaruoij; Koad have iH'Come less 
and less freipieiii. Afioi an ahsemee 
of lour months he summoned 
there on his third hiithdiiv. He 
occiisionaMv \issis me—not out oi 
anv aii.icikment ui me hui to pl.is 
with kiileiis I hat intvsi mv ap.iil* 
menf. 

Hr is a precocious child with a 
mind well ahead of hei yearc. At 
three he can read Hindi and En* 
^ish. knuws ihai hrerukinfi leaves or 
flowers causes pain to niunis bear- 
iiig them. On Hnii last mi thdav he 
planted met in the romixiund uj 
an animal hospital hein^ put up by 
bis animaMnvinft motbrr. Muneka. 

He ti; u» they sav, ihe spitinip 
ini<utc of h)» father—ibv mtiw citvr* 



Gossip 

sweet and sour 

KHUSHWANT SINGH 


1 les^aml ct*am c ioumU'Sioii. the 
Slime daik. oatm.dls inaM.uaed 
eves, the s.inie Mukes Mmum- eais 
ami (he same shs vriide .md the 
same ni*iiU'*svll.dm spemh poiuio 
ated hv Kimds. hmdi, lianh \nd 
mldJv viioiinh he has the s.ime m 
linesi'. he s^vmls his Siimljs mom 
in^s at the Ik mu iliih and tan 
itlenlds ddlemu kinds ,•* aiitiali 
i had to lIuMd MU 1S.U ihiotiuh 
till! mob <»t MiiMnimr: .ind shouimv 
t hildivn to iLrl lo lun pen hed on a 

siMitK siitli two ol hi> li lends lit 
was diesM'J ni M.uk lohit lijs 
fate smuilyt'd wiih iliotsd.iie I 
Ka\e him the edt I hioo.i:hi him. he 
h.icl it'ieived lai Iihi mans .onI w,!'* 
not unpiessed 1 was ina >oie 


f'«>ru/e VamiM imace w hrs r.irhiv 



W'helhvr he had rccmiuiMHl me .lod 
jcked "JV/u/iiiariiei ho 'Hv ca\e 
me a hvwiti hinf* smiU* ,oiif i epliei] 
"Ha/i' «///ina/a " 

Just God? 

loll* vea*’dll hov. ihe nnlv 
ciidd «it Ims parents w.i*. oo his u.u' 
hack li<on school As nsu.d wnh 
t hddivM on iheir retm n ioui nev . be 
w,is iilipaiivnl hi ^el bask hoina 
VN’iihoor htuher lai: to took on either 
side. Ik* I an .kioss iIk* t o.mI .ukI w as 
kiUH’Ueil doHii lu a sptedinu iiotk 

.Old killed i»isiaMianc«nis|\ | he 
Muck diuii sped awjv and was 
ue.m ri.Ked Nn Miiionou iiu was 
lost, the man who look his hit 
estui>ed piiMishmciu U thcie a 
< ;od*^ .An all imwM till and mi>t Hod'' 
1'h*' Iloh Kook piomises ’ Nm dJs 
Ik T.ill (he t ii^blinio.. bn? the w u ked 
.Of I died w nh iroohle • I'roi«i hs i. 
ihe llolv Kook asl.s (oMsulei, 
wind ipninvn( e'vi piiishid, oi 
u here hai e die i ic’hTi>oi|., been d' • 
iiowd*'" ' |ol»i l.< t de<s* w1o' I* 

luie Ml tiinl and :m His «iiIiI1iIi' 
MleUV VAphoM l^iu .» liid'l wlu'.r 
paicMU had lonuinMid tin «iu had 
p.un iiplu led on ih« m anil i lu ti dn 
m.oi who caused den oiui.ic 
oern s< Ml iK'c I will x'li Imo k 
liieoiN ih.il wi p.i' ioi sMis I niimi* 
retl in a pmMom' lile >m wiM t'k< 
<om]S<Msa>ed m the iKi ]u'i« allei 

I lieic Is oo el uleeiL’ wh>itsM> i» i • \ 
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Mistrust between 
Indian and Pak 
officials must end 


^ t 

'AS- 




N ow tfuti tbc '*vtfta dfld 
Hlir>ppinf*" uXKk'Ht is 
mniiv days old and has 
Ui\: ilie hvM n had Keocr- 
nird whrn it hjp{K*ned. I 
uni ri veiling; in K. The reterenu » 
to Ahdul Qudir lb' sunX romarkv in 
hi* lijihi trilumn, “Non poJiikal 
rnik'i/’ in J’ikistuii's N.nv.»/-H>yi. 
iiii Urdu liutlv, niid (he letter* Mr 
M;):ii Shunkni* Aiy»r. ^oini sneret* 
urv in choi’Kr of excernul irubiutty. 
'\TuU‘ in n*plv. Ihiih tho lOtnurk^ 
find the reply were anuiiuriNh. Bwl 
whdi surprises me is ihdt Mr Aiynr 
oihciwisi* ;jri vxircmeiy plea sunt 
mnn, sIumiUI have lost his cik)! .md 
sHouid huve lesKtpd officiuUy to 
^omcthdiK wnireii in a liAhi vein. 
Surely, It i.s nm the policy of ihe 
govern men I of Jndiu lo reply tu 
whnr r, suid jocularly? 

In his voKiinii entttkd. "Before 
going to Ihi,” Ilaisdn vrroic mnny 
thinns which showed he wa« all for 
boTter rebiums between India and 
Pnkisian. Kor exiunpk, he «iid: 
"We have to live with Delhi and 
Dellii wuh us. This in a historical 
rompulsirjn and we cannot escape 
ii. We canruit close our eyc' to 
Delhi, nor tan Delhi ignore us. Otir 
relatinos are very old, just as our 
friendship and enmities We share 
many things and differ on many. 
And we are forced to live together." 
In the same column, he said (hat he 
would have liked to go to Bombay, 
the heart of India's film world, but 
could not do sti because he had 
been "confined to Delhi” since his 

visa was for Delhi alone "The 
world's biggeat democracy is afraid 
of jne." he wrote, Tliaf apparently 
upset Mr Aivar. So also Kaasan s 
remark: “) hive no plan to do any 
I ahepping tr. ^ce 1 have doiw 

ra lot of bvyir.a from Hindu shop¬ 
-keepers in my early, childhiiod," 

' I do not know how Mr Aiyar cou Id 
me aeact ro such remarks. But he 
^f<L And what wes worse, Mr Alyar. 



apparently with the foreign ininik* 
iet\ eppruval. shot off a reply 
which IS dv follows* 

"We understand that in your col* 
umn <111 7 Murch vou luid claimed 
that the greatest ocmocrucv ol the 
world seems to be afraid of vou. 
You know <»f course ihai the same 
restrictions apply in India for 
Pakistani ciii/ens as are imjKised 
on Indian cititens in Pakistan by 
your government. If y<ru have been 
given a visa for Delhi alone, doubt, 
less II 15 l>ec«iusc you applied truly 
In visit Delhi If. however, you have 
any s]>ecial pioblem in this reganl, 
please feel Free in approach me. 

"As regards your proimsod shop* 
ping expedition. I under>iaiid that 
voti have written that you 'had 
enough ul purchasing done from 
Hindu shopkeepers during my 
childhiKKJ.* 'll seems in nic that fins 
IS a thought Moworihv ol ariv decent 
human being, unworthy ot nn hoii 
ourcti iiews|iaper. unworthy <il a 
great country .mil KitaUy coiiir.iry 
tu the ainiosphere of cuidialilv ond 
extrm >rd i nary f r ieiid li nev, whi eli 
the leaders uf India and I'jkislan 
are attempting lo generate.'* 

Externa) affuirv officials were 
also upset bv the reproduc’tion m 
tho ^x/stan Times of a Delhi new> 
paper report that pressmen were* 
cordoned off and could riot meet 
the delegates during the recent 
.Nun Aligncd Summit tn Delhi. The 
paper's correspondent visiting De¬ 
lhi wrote; "The newsmen aie forced 
to accept the version of a few 
t^ficiols. who describe ihemvelvek 
us spokesmen, telling them whni 
was transpiring behind closed 
doors." 

The repiv did not deu! wuh the 
charge tbit there was no easy ac¬ 
cess to delegates. It only said that 
tKe irraogements were good at the 
media centre. And f'resident Zia of 
IPakiMai was taken round and he 
indorsed the ctaim about the 


arrangemenu. There is no doubt 
that officials react to criticism. But 
why should they be sn very 
hypersensitive? Why can they not 
be less ponderous? The work that 
the ministry did to make the rum, 
aligned siKtimit a success was un* 
doubtedly excellent. But the inahil- 
ity of several officials to laugh at 
themselves has shown a suipriaing 
lack of self-confidence. 

Of course. Hassvn knows, as does 
almost everyone else, that without 
Mr Aiyai trying to prove that ‘The 
worlds biggest democracy" is not 
utraid uf a Pakistani journalist, re* 
ciproi iiy usually governs visa rules 
between am two countries. But I 
feci that ill this case, as in others, 
we should not coma down to the 
IVI el of ilie Pakistan government. 
ln<3i<i IS an open siK’iety and its 
main asset is ns openness. On the 
other band. Hakixtan is h closed, 
military run stare. True. Pakislun 
issues visas eniJtling visus tn sped- 
fresf Cities <ihe maximum number is 
three I and not ibe whole coumry. 
India aKu does ihv same thing. 

Before rhe Pakistani lourna lists 
came tu cover the non aligned con¬ 
ference. I suggvstvd to our foreign 
nil ulster, Mi r.V. Naravimha Ruo. 
(bat visas entitling journalists to 
vjsii the entire couiury should be 
issued—we are not a perfect <ocie- 
IV, but a democracy does nut have 
lb hide aiivthina and we should let 
the visitors make rheir own judg¬ 
ments. 

The spy pholuu which lormeiics 
countries in the suii-cnntiiierit does 
not allow them to give a person 
frumaneiKhlioui inucounti V a regu* 
lar* visa, though This is issued to 
everyone coming from Kurope or 
America. 

Whi'M I svas in Pakistan recently, 
1 was followed everywhere. 1 once 
wont up to the car following me 
around in L*i>iore and chided the 
men in it. They said that they were 
only doing thvir duty. I sent a 
complaint to General Zia, but (here 
was not even an acknowledgement 
from his office. One Pakistani jour¬ 
nalist told me that when he was in 
India last, the polite went tu the 
village be visited to find out whom 
he had met. 1 do not think that the 
loint commission or a no-war pact 
between India and Pakistan wiN 
make any iliFleience until the offi* 
vials in l^th countries start behav¬ 
ing normally. In ihe.se two coun* 
fries, there i> so much suspicion 
land vvr^n hxrreJj in the official 
class against each uthei that there 
15 seldom any response to su^es* 
tioas (o lift restrictions. Sometimes 
1 feel that the officials (in both sides 
have developed a vested interest in 
bad releiloni between India and 
Pakistan. Probably, they would not 
know whit tu do if India and Pakis¬ 
tan were lo be reellv good neigh¬ 
bours in tvord and peed. 
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SUNDiff 

ASSAM 

BLOOD AND TEARS 



MASSACRE AT GOHFnJR 

What the Non Alignied 
Summit must ao 

1W ATAL BCHAHI UUmifC 


God help Assam_ 

T h« CNvei AMjm* Bhyotl ttnfl 

ititin ih M.irch), «inJ (he |>lmio« 

XMphvol I he <i»hpur me 

(oijUv J CHmioi help pr«jisinK 

Sad mum Biinerlve and Seem a Ciiha 
for the crrr>rt 
ft/u.vi'dm Ka,Mn, K*rriLAj 

The canuKv in Avsam cimtd have Iwen 
a wiled d Mi%<>flndhi had ^hl>Hn ^>me 
respeel for dvinucrac.v and dcnoKralic 
norms. When Mrs Candhi reiurned (i» 
power, (he oseruue Indian had hoped 
that a luHim^ soluiion (o (he Assamese 
problem wes on the cards; but now jt is 
abundanily cle;<r that the Assamese 
themselves will have Ui help them* 
by buichennfi each oiher. 
hut through a ihMiceful process 
K- S. t.'j/jjparAe Suhram.tnyum. 
Mudins 


Evtrv citizen <d ihn rounirv ought lo 
lie ashamed of the brutal ma^sacre^ m 
Assam. The aguators and the tvniral 
gCivernmem have lakcn Assam a^ a 

f itesiigf ivsue. The mam rcsponsibilnv 
ies undoubtedly with the centre, tiec- 
tiuns had CO h« announced, and unce 
unngunced they could not be post* 
poned because that would Have been 
an affront to the government. Assam 
has exposed ibe hollowness of our 
leaders who completely faded to sev 
the writing on the wall. 

Innocent men. women and children 
have been slaughtered, almost like 
animals, in Assam. Once again the 
mtnorilies have suffered; once again, 
communaiism hes raised its ugly head. 
What li the solution? An organised 
; walkout in Karliament? 

■ Aligarh 

^'''*^gratidaiion« to the Congrt'S.si I) for 
tood stained vkiorv m Assam, 
n ihtiUfMMU. Afcvi'J (Bihnn 

e the elections legal and const du¬ 
al? i:ven Mr bakhder had said thai 


it would be wrong lu hold elei nuns in 
As<jm «>n (he basi^ of the '77 rolls. We 
decided lu boscott the elections be¬ 
cause the lolK had nut bven revised; 
livcausc vviing rights were given to the 
l.i lakh forvigncr« who entered Assam 
between IS711 and * 82 ; and because 
I hose Assamese vouth t almost .WO.OOO 
in number! who had attained the vor 
iiig age but ween I*I7B and '9.< were ntrt 
imiuded iii the vUnl<ira) rolls, 

Fort'sh AVtaighioia. Jorhai 

1 wish to thunh Si sn.ss fur throwing 
lighi on the brutal massacres. The 
tril^ls in Assam have cummitted a cm 
whkh will suielv tu* down in hlsiirry 

kurihtn VkJtis. CukufU 

The rvpi*ri was exhaustive and faciual. 
Bui what is the ixiint in merelv refieci 
ingiin inridenis’*'The Ht^t.'Siiiin Is: Who 
is killing whu and whv* And what has 

C rovoked the vasv going Assamese lo 
ill? 

I he demands of the Assamese are 
very simple: stop illegal immigration lo 
their stale, and disperse the uver one- 
million illegal immigrants in differeni 
parts of iio« ciHinirv, Kven after 22 
rounds ol lalkc, lasting IM days, ihe 
centre has tailed to appreciate oui 
demands. And vvvntually, ii has prefei • 
red lu misuse the inovisions under 
Ankle .{24 lu hold ek^t lions in As.sjm. 
The centre claimed (hai it did iioi 
receive the coupc*raiioii ol the opp»isi. 
tion to amend the* Const nut urn so tbai 
President’s rule could continue in 
Assam. My p<imi is' How long could 
Krcsiderti's rule coiiiiiiue in Assam*' 
Ihe agiiaiionists do not recognise 
ihe validity ol ihe elc'ilions. 1he centre 
IS SI lent. Who. them, can save Assam? 
The answer is simple: Mie Assumc^se 
ihcmseivc's. 

f/.Ti/ram Kumar \*akti. IkmiKiv 

Cungratulaiions to Saumilia Banerjee 
and Sc'cma tUiha for the cover stuiy. As 
for A hike Mifra's phoiographs of Ihe 
fiuhpur carnage, thc-v s|K»kc’ volumes of 
the high .vlandards of Si sj>st. 

Vivek Sen. Ka/yao Aaga/ rWc’sr 
iieogaii 

All we ncx;d is a Hvru to complete the 
great drama. 

XAarruf Ariam. fAssamt 

While congratulating St so.sv for the 
coverage. I must admit that 1 wa$ 
sickened by thoM: ph<Kofifaphs. I can 
only pray for Assam and for its people 
who alone tan determine the future of 
chat state. Murderers cannot be 
allowed to guide our destinies. 

Joy deb Chatak. C'hiiraran.ran 

Unless the culprits are punished. Um- 
Mtma of those innocent children mtfT* 


tribals had never supported ihe pre> 
sent movemeni in Asxam. The truth is 
that most of the tnbals are supporting 
the agjiaciun. 

Ba/ijul Barthakur. Miirionr (Assam) 
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The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is 
solely responsible for the present tur¬ 
moil in Assam, For the la|): five years 
(he BJP has been trying to ousi the 
Muslims from Assam. The petty should 
be banned immediately. 

C. Shauacharjee. 6'auha(r 

This has reference to HIren Gohain’s 
article. Blind hnsrdiry is no solui/oii. 1 
do not agree with him when he sxys 
that the Assamese themselves are fC' 
sponsible for the* current riots In 
Assam It was the central governmciiTi 
inept handling of the Issue that re¬ 
sulted III the senseless carnage 
Jaspa\ SVngA. rj/ciiini 

The phmagraplui of the Gnhpur mas¬ 
sacre were so hnrrifving that 1 shud¬ 
dered toliKik ai ihem iigain. A brllllaiit 
pieie of w<irk by the Suniiai $)hi>i<i 
graphvr. 

M. Sarktiv. BIwlMiiuKWjr 

It IS a piiy indeed that my article (Blind 
Aiisidirv IV no Kitluihn) appeared in 
prini more- than a munth after it 
reached Scsimv, Manv vf my ubserv.i- 
itons whkh now appuar like irujsnis. 
would surely have madt a differc-nt 
imprvHviori had ihc article come out 
beiure the elvclinns. After all. whatev¬ 
er us faults, the article meiuionc-d: 

I The tubal resentmvnl iigumst im- 
migraiion (not that they are very fond 
of the Ascumesv). 

2. Depth of rural Avsamev Mipport 
to the movement, partly owing to land- 
paupcricm 

.{. The need for a nnn-partl«Hn 
Approach on ihv part ol major polilicni 
parties to (he Assam question. 

1 hope ihls will at least lead lo a more 
cautious aftiliidc among partied on the 
left. 

llie delay in publication has had a 
more serious, if unintended, repercus¬ 
sion . As my artic Ic f ol lo wed ha i d on l he 
heels of the tcrnlile phoiogi ophs of the 
N’cllie massacres, ns advocacy of the 
Assamese cause might have appeared 
heartless, if not cruel. Actually, It was 
written and sent long before ihc mas¬ 
sacres at Nellie ana elsewhere, in a 
mood uf biller ariger provoked by In¬ 
cessant barracking by zealots of the 
left and (he right. 

The riots were far from spontaneous, 
{leponers from the national media 
Jiave stated that There is no discover¬ 
able pattern in (he riots, which seemed 
to pit all communiiicc agaiD^{ vne 
UArnher. If I may say sc, that exactly is 


dered in Assam wtJl nut find peace. ; pattern behind them. And 


Pattukattai P. DhaoatPai Madras \ -•W such a design, the force behind 

those riots must be ent»rrT>oiisly pnwtr^^ 

ThecoveraMof the Assam elec(iottabBL-.t4pK well -organ! sod and exie^Kively 
Seema Cuha and Saumiira Banerj«« >^ed Until an impartial inquiry 
waseaceUent. But some of their pre«>^;. Woves oiherwi^^e. 1 shall retain Kdme 
tions went wrong Their assumadon^* 'ttdubi that the government had muh*- 
thai the Muslloii would vole was mew'/ Umg in do with them, 
reel M was their couclusion tbat ''Ifircn Cohain. (tauHati 
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S iibramjiiium SwainyH proj^iium i>f 

Uu* Kii^Nun ’1*72 uhk^ (inck^r 
iHkxvv (Tfh* T72 tunk>: are tinder hiixvs^ 
II iVbiuiji.v) vvas hiKiily dutorreO. I( 
Aoiihl hfive iieen hetirr if Dr Sw.imy 
(uiU «oiRfnf nivcl on rhe pcrfnrmamv of 
rhcM* i.ink> in relarinn lo oihor 
mviliMm aipociiv ionk& in iIk* world ( 
.ilsotinnk llw< rhv Urauli tv^lodlion id 
our ik'lrncc mium dv rvporiod hi hr 
Swiimv. k not cm reel. 

'I'll I hr !H’>i of inv knowl«*d|Sv^Vk’hi<ii 
is hdsc'il on fnv crndintf^ iik ih« Sh'jh 
Milii.iiy Ik'vitMv und (b&c ii'isiims h'mIi 
N rnioi liiilij'i Riiliiiirv (>ffiu4|v--iho T* 
72 IN iinioRi: ihc 1 x.*ni m the icorUi 'rhr 
lunk f>«iN li*) nim NiniMiihlxirr c.mniMi 
ON ilN inaiii wvujhtn. u 7,h2 rnm ciMvidi 
irijc hliir uiiii and a 12 7 mm 4ir iMrikco 
i>it<) ll«'Ni(U'N huvifltf moM of rhe mlirr 
lui illllrs iNNvniMl m iinv kiiid nl com 

I Ml iliki’ >1 {(>() <lr>:iee ivS'iilvmi; (iinc*i 
Olid iiiLlhidiiililirit; mdrsK iliv T 72 Miik 
o H(iM|>pc'il Willi Hn auTiimaiu Im.kIiok 
wnIvoi IhoNV NtK’CificdUnnN ni.ikc M 
|x I'lL'iulilr h» flic AmrrK.in M4,S fVlon 
Link oi Ihc l.co|>;<id2 Miik iiMimr.u 
iiirrd hv SVcNi (irrmuiiv. Here me Mimr 
m-w dctuih iii I he 1*72 tank 

riir Link luiN n Nriiiilwich fviH* 411110111 
cvhic ii In •iNKoiid ;is ihv l>i'Nl I he vo vlriii 
him hiiN liicn nhk 1 inodiur vi ini 
AlioMi hr SMiimvS iiMurv.iioio ihni 
ihcNc laiikN can hr idiiiUil i 4 niK. il 
niMM l>r icMicMihcii cl ihiii ito Link 
(odnc h.iN no nrniour which loitinn Ik' 
jKnicnr.ilrd hv anii i.ink ituuird miN 
NiU’s u'Hl .iinmuiiiiimiN like Ihv h.iid 
coir NhrIK An |nr Ihv puuvc non oi 
I rcw. I hr T 72 Link h.iN «i lirnmnic.ilK- 
NC'ulcd huh which proievts ihc civw 


Is the T-7a viable? 

jf'diiiNi rddMiacipvity. Talking o| 
urnuiur protiiijon. it mu5l be borne in 
mind ihdl if 9 tank in heavy (like the 
Israeli MOl K its mubiUiy wuoJd have 
lo Ih‘ sjcrihced. ’fhe T-72 Unk has a 
Kneufld clruruncc of 470 mm aKdimi 
4 V) mm of ihe T'hZ rank M<>rv<*v«r (he 
T 72 Link has a cpKniaJ dcep wadini; 
ci)ui|>mc'ni to nrRuiiiiu* wafer harriers 
u|i ro five meires In depih. The unk 
olsii h.iN .1 very low silhttuvire This is 
iMN^'d on I he Kiissun x'lew' that ptolec* 
lion Ctin 1 k' mi pi lived it ihc hc'ifihi of 
lliv i.iiik Is dei(iMM*(k 

I livie are iwo lesi^rvaiiuns alMiul (hi< 
Link Tlir liisi IN thai 11 umijIIv unci* 
hcaiN in dewK condjiions Sue ihis 
.ippielMmsHMi IS nni v'lKiecl 4 s ihv cecis 
loriiliKird in the Thar dcscri did nrrt 
indicaie this I he tank has a water 
iiKdiMg svsfrni as auaimi the air 
ciHihnu s\sic*in found in most tanks. 
IhiN should prove in he* J hiHin in 
I lid I.in loiidiiHHic 'riiv secsinti reserva- 
lion rdaics to ihv crew* comfort 1 i is 
triir thai i.ill iK'opkc liiid (lie 1*72 lank 
01)1 omioriahle but this has lievn sain 
(li cd I n I he I lit vt e <t < if (few |>ri i1 ecC ion 
TiimIIv. wc most irmeinlHo ihat per 
hn mailer ol a pai uvular c*ifuipment 
iluMiii! wai depends j lot on who owe if 
and under wh.M circiimsianies The 
same I'all I III tank whiih was nol 10 
el let live* when I’akiMan used it Ntainsl 
liidi.i. fHiiccd lo lir dead Is* wht n Isriel 
osed II ai^iinsi ihi Aidlis 
Koiiu.ir .S.rnWhn, <'/).irK/ii;arfJ 

l>r Mc.imv (lainied that, accordinpf lo 
the Israelis. iIh* 7-72 is a iimici \nt 


MWie 


which lilies easily. In an uiivrvtew 
with Flight Iniemaiiimal. a 5enW 
Israeli Air Force officer hinted (hat % 
new lype iup-aiiiick. anti tank weai^O. 
had used ugainsi the Ruasiaik 
huili T-72 lankv This iniervie*? whic^ 
way censored by the Israeli defence' 
mcnisirv clearly indicates ihai fhe 
Israelis realised (hvt *'fr»m ahoee. the 
armour i« much thinner than in- 
front and used the SADARM (sense- 
andafestrny armour, in which a vania* 
ter or sht'll is detonated alnive a fgrma- 
linn of tanks and small h»mblei5 tre 
redvased which arc guided by &an»oii 
lo Ihc turret of a lunkj SADARM hta 
lieen successful!v lesicd by ih« USA 
and II poses u definite ihrcai tu the 
lank. 

SimiUrlv. ihr SA S anii-aircrafi mil- 
Nile affords no protection Uecawee the 
Fakistam Ft6 ainicd with Shirke hltl^ 
silcs can easily knock nui the air d^ 
fence radar 10 devtru.v the SA-6 nn’rha 

( irourtd itself, f urihermnrv, Dr Swenl'' 
las hifthlighted the hehW rhui bnth the 
MiC-il and 23 are poor in providing 
safely to their mlois. When n fighter Is 
hiL tliv pilut should paraihute uut ro 
sjfviv. Sul the bnvivt designs that we 
have are fauliv on this score. In Ihe air 
haiiles nver thp Hekua valkv Iasi June, 
Ihc Israelis used the SKdrlr aii'-KhSir* 
missile with devnsiating efivvt There¬ 
fore, (he high ctisiialilvs mil let ed on 
Syrian mlo(y cannoi he aiiribuied to 
the feultv design nf the MiGs, but ti> 
thv kthal power of ih«Nv missiles 
which d'>e> not give ihv pilui a chance 
In eject 

fofipv MchiA. Ahmedjh.id 


On a ‘dethroned queen’ 

C otipLitui.iiiniis to I day.in sbaiina ir*i the pubitc woikvd up 
lend Tavkvn Singh for thv covvi 


Niorv. A tiueen giK’s 10 .i.iii ti7 Fvhru 
uiVK In puiticular, the mivrvivw wiih 
I he 1 ]liven of queens was u-all\ 
rhongfii prnvoking. The photocraphs 
by .lapdi'h Yailav were vstelletir Si s 
IMS hus proved its mvtilc once .cg.nn 
T. Afipa/j.Nwamy. I*arv,it 7 ffui .1111 
I Andhra l*ra<h"«ht 

'fhe cover siory w,is supiTh. Tlianks lo 
SonPAY 

Wmansu SjAisfirc iOiJvs.ri 

An in I ores ling cover Aigry, I read h 
with a Kuud deal of enthusiasm. Thanks 
rn supvrintundent of police Rajendru 
C:haiurvedi for effecting her peaceful 
surrender. 

K. N.irjsifitha Hli.ii. Chikma/ialur 1 Kar~ 
naiakai 

Thunks to Si noan for the cover story. S 
F Chaturvedi hus played a marvellous 

role in endIng the reign of tcrrur in MP 

and UP. The surrender of ihc two 
notorious dacoits Malkhan Singh iind 
Fhoolan Duvi makes one poini cleur; 
Ihat such B suri'ender is possible unJy 
when the police use (acl instead of 
force. 

M. Anwar Aead Anmn. HliahUit 

The cover siory on tlic surrcndvi 
r.rrnasha was mnsi intcresting and it 
made me wonder whv such lumashat 


till mc-dM h.K built op PIkmcI.oi .in .1 
folk lit roint- In I he pic-svio Mule ol 
.tlLoiN 11 IS St. vass logltiritN ilu- iin.icc; 
ol it-alblt' nut laws .incl d aeons, n (k** 
IiiMU's all the' in<Mc t’«isN w 10-11 ihc 
<l.iLt»)i IN .1 woman wht* has Ihh>ii Ii vine 
with .1 mirubcr of iMt-miouis. h.iN u- 
IKiru tlly IwK'n g.ingiaiK’d In a iii»rnlK-i 
of ht-r ctivmivs .intI It tends .nid whose 
spc’i’c h Is |H*piivu*d wiih nol onh foiii- 
letter words bin thv louliwi ibrcc-kitc’i 
u n iH I s c* U’t I cT HI n il I abuses 1 if one is It 1 
Wliwc sotni- ot the lad> journalLts 
wht» init'rvu’wod Hdbi. 

What iiiiMguvs me most is the atii 
tude ot the iwdtcc and politic Mils wlui 
want ibc'si* law bicjkcrs to suiiciicler 
rill her than Ik* capiiiroil. 11 h*si- ddvs. 
vvvn chiL-l minisit'iN s<-ctTi 10 ic\c*l in 
niaking a /.iiv.rshu out ot cic-isthiiip" 
from ibc snrrc-iidc'i vf ,1 d.icon (o ibv 
Asiad iind the iion-aligncd summit 
A S. Mehia. Huinhas 

Fhoulun iK'si is a venomous sn.ikv. 
bistvud of puiiisJiini: hvi. ilic fAM*i 
goM'inmcni is graniiin: aM kinds oi 
friK*dom to her in tail. Hill.i and Runga 
were hanged lor having coinmnicsl iIk* 
miirdvr of the Chopra children: if ihai 
was I hi* itenalty lor ihk* ciimv ihvti 
whiit will IH* thv punrshnicill liii 
Hhtioleii Devi whti has committvii in- 
numviahlv murdvis^ 

T. W RM/iH.in’iNir.in. <';rh‘idfa 


Sikhs offended 

I do not know whether the <J«ruga- 
iiity icmaik agoinst M. S. Cujral 
r ril gel ih.ii Sikliuutof Rnd Bhirvan"? 
was leaily made by A. B. A Chum Khan 
Choudiniii or not. Bui u did find 
mention in Madhii Jum's report. The 
i'ai/iv. 1,1 niini’yivr kt^eps hif n'^n'd f27 

fVbruarv). and I am hvrchv lefeiiing 
the matter to the IVimv MiihsIct and ui 
the president ot the Shicumaiii Uuid* 
waia PrahiMndak Comm it ice. 
sar WhiK’cer is at Liuit nuisi olfci a 
piihln: apology 

Aafxi-ir. C'a/cima 

I have liven directed tu pnim out that 
on no tKcasiun did Mr A R A. Ohaiii 
Khan Choudhurv utter those winds i"! 
will get (hat Sikh out of Rail Rhavun'i. 
Il Is unfortunate ihai Madliu .lain pur 
tht's<* word< in the mouth of the railway 
mmibtvr when she had no h.isis urluit* 
soever tu <lo M) Besides, ihere weie 
other tnimis in hi*i iv|Ho'i which weie 
not based on Lii ts. 

K.rffl Lok. inforitueiiuy ot liver trjiT 
ii.icsj. Fte.ss //i/'c)r/n«irnot Buieau. Set* 
t)efhi 


the photograph pnfdished under 
Cahinei p<>«i for Dr Altaandei * (De¬ 
lhi Diary, 0 hhu'ht wav of Mr (•'. 
Fenhu^itraihy and not av men* 
(innrtt^LditiH 
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How to lance the 
communal virus 

Pre-oonceived notions about commuiuties must be banished»writes 

KHUSHWANT SINGH 


BSFOHB we set 
ahuur analyains 
ihe causes ot 
communal havrad 
and sufiHe^t 
medoi of combat* 
in| It. w« must 
clear cobwebs of 
preconceived no* 
(ions from our 
miodn. Kint of all we must brush 
uwnv the legend that communal dif* 
UTCMcet were a creation of the Brit¬ 
ish ;ind they pluyed one community 
ugaiusi the other to en'tble them to 
rule over uw. Such differences were 
there many centuries before the Brit* 
ish, (ts Maulana Muhammad AJi pot 
it very pithily; **Wc divide and they 
rule." Rulers have always exploited 
commurtdl differences to remain in 
power the British did it in their 
rimvi nur politicians dn it today. 
Where people belong to different 
races, speak different languages, 
worship different gods, huve dis* 
rinctly different names, dietary 
habiu. modes of dress and ways of 


living, it is easy to harp on these 
differences and create suspicion, 
fear and haired. Poverty, idleness, 
under-employment, economic rival* 
ry. living in congested localities 
make people ill-iempdred and in* 
flamnable. All these conditions pre> 
vail m India. Causes of conflict do 
undoubtedly have local variations 
but whether it is Hindu versus Mus* 
lim, Hindu versus Sikh, caste-Hindu 
versus harijan. adivasi versus plain* 
dweller, it is always a mu of historic* 
al, social and economic factors which 
go to create the animosity that often 
explodes into violence, sy now we 
know enough of what causes the 
communal virus. We can dispense 
with National Integntion Councils 
<whai have they achieved anvhow?!. 
put Aside asinine reports of the high 
jnd the nut*$o*high powered minor 
tiy commissions and resign ourselves 
10 the bitter truth that community 
and communal tensions will continue 
ti« plague us for generations to come. 
Wc muM learn to live with them, the 
best we can do is tu remove as many 


irritants as we can and come doMii 
much faster and harder on puoplo 
who perpetrate them. 

We should obviously concentrate 
inore on preventive measures than 
on post*violence post*mortems os h'v 
fend to do in commissions of cikiuii v 
and criminal trials of mivticMiitN. 
Commissions' findings are ^lale ilu r 
and criminal triuU coiinici* 
productive; thev are prolonged, no 
witnesses tell the truth and in the 
end the worst offenders gu .scot'tree, 

We have also tried uut miiny 
methods of restoring CAmmuiml hm* 
mony. The Candhian i?Hm*KaAet*rrt 
or hbwur*Ailoh Tere^v Nuam appeal 
m rehglon* pruves efficacious in loca* 
lilies where there are <iandhi«iii*i 
who are respected by the citizcnv 
This should not be abandoned. C. 
Rajagopalachari was right in saying 
that religion remains our ho&t polici** 
man, Propetly conveyed, religiuii 
can prove to be an effective antidote 
Against Kate People may not learn to 
love but thev wdJ underst.ind that 
''hjting poogle i» like burning down 
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V()IM Il'Misi! I<i i;rt till <if a \<A." 

MikIi fi.is •iln'udy k»cii mid 
uiMTi’M Inii WIN don«* 
liisiuiv !(.\i liiHiks and rxpunee fac- 
luallv inaiiurau* .iml miwhievoii\ 
iiMoj pft'taruins ot tfveiiM which per- 
petiiiJtL* piviudice btftw'Mn differeni 
cummiiintiCN As .1 poopit wv know 
very Jit lie about each otherii' reb* 
Kious beliefs *imJ pf act ices iind far 
loo nlTt’D I hill iiille 1 4 ^deviously m*l 
of bKiis. Hus IS parrkularlv true 
alHuii Jsl.im of ishich mosc Hindus 
ami Sikhs luivc <1 lor ally distuned 
pKliire MusJinis are no beder in* 
foniiL'il ahniii Hinduism ui Sikhi»m. 
As ii (t'siilr iilj lelimoijs commumries 
Ihbuiii Miidi’i siereoivpeti notions of 
01 hois winch aie invjnahiv nffen* 
sive t’U. M nidus urv cowardly, Mus* 
lims ail' Irvill herons, Sikhs arc MH- 
pal. 1 he nu|\ wav (n overcome these 
iriatKMiiil pic.iudii cs i> bv exposing 
Chr voiniii 10 nihei reiigiou) svstoms 
and cmomauiiig ihen participaiiott 
ill eiuli niliris* ivliuious feslmlies 
IpuorjiKe breeds c on I«nipt, know* 
ledge e.MHlists a **l)ort*i iniroduce 
mu to llial man." said Charles Lamb, 
‘i H«ini (o go on haling him. and I 
cuirr hair a man whom 1 know*." We 
iliiisl niake Ihesi* iiuioduttionx li) 
each oihi is' ihciishcd heliefs on a 
masMi'c scale 

Till t'MoH siuMild \*%‘ (o enliven 
niisikialei si.tiidniu and hate into 
tifuleisrandiiig >iiid love. ‘People 
bale as ibes hae. u 11 reasonably.*’ 


Properly conveyed, reli¬ 
gion can prove to be an 
effective antidote 
against hate. People 
may not learn to love but 
they will xmderstand 
that hating people is 
like burning down your 
house to get rid of a rat:" 


wrote Thackerav. "Kevenge prdv«s 
it* own vxvcutioncr.*' Amunfist the 
preventive measures, tup phority 
should be placed on intelligence, 
idem ilicaiioii of lucelitlen where ten¬ 
sions are endemic end individueU 
with bud records of spreeding com¬ 
munal viruv. Failure to forewarn 
aiiihorities should he regarded an 
dereliction of duty and punished 
with dcnigruibin in service or djs* 
mixsul 

The second priurity should be 
given to the resirucmring of the 
fWace-keeping force, the police and 

e ura miliiury units like the CRf* cal 
*d on III .issist the police when 
things go out 4»f hand. As a metier uf 


poliev the personnel of these forces 
should be so selected end positioned 
that comprise fUbstentiaJly peo- 
' pie befooglflg to the community 
which feels itself threatened. Thus. 
. for example, where Muslims are in 
u endenger^ minuHty, the peace- 
keepiog forces should be led and 
manned largely by Muslims, where 
the situation is in the reverse, as for 
example in Kashmir and certain dts* 
mats in Kerala, the forces should 
comprJee largely of nup-MusMBis. In 
Punjab it should be Hindu, in 
Haryana. Sikh. And so on. 

As soon as violence breaks uut, the 
locality vdtere il occurs should be 
declared a riot area and the peace¬ 
keeping force empowered tu make 
arrests without warrants and special 
courts set up with powers to hold 
summery trials and sentence culprits 
to public humiliatiun like parading 
with blackened faces, flogging, fines 
and irnprisfiiimem. The 5ent«ncc of 
flugglng should be carried im¬ 
mediately end in public, collective 
finiK Imposed on loculities 1^ col¬ 
lected without rfispHtcli to reimburse 
th«Ke who have sustained lossie^. 

These measures are not difficult to 
implement if there is the will to do 
so. If the wilt is lackina, incidents of 
communal violence wul liicreu^ic in 
proportion with the increase ol 
population and wo will do no moie 
than keep wringing our h.iiids in 
despair. ■ 























IndianlMusliiiis: 
Somewhere between 
pampered and 

persecuted 

By RAJBNDRA SAREEN 



suffered the fullout uf what Muiilanj 
A 2 dd descrihed us che "pulilies uf 
biuerness.'* They were behaved and 
abauduned by the leaders whu. 
aerinje in rheir numr. perpetrated the 
ihust prepusiurous. ihuugh suece&S' 
ful. confluence trick nf miKletrs times 
under the title of the "two-nution 
Ihcury." 

A preponderant majority of the 
effective segment of the Muslim 
cummunitv today omstituies those 
who were below IS at the time of 
in^pendence or were horn thereof* 
ter. ihev carry* no jmrt uf the Auilt 
complex for having been in* 
strumental in the partition of India. 
But they have hud harrowing eaperi* 
ences with what happened in the 
wake of that. The Muslfms of India 
have been the victiAis of the parti¬ 
tion. The Hindus have been us prin* 
iipal benefkiurius purely in the com¬ 
munal sense. I say this in full awure* 
ness uf all the Jisusrer and desiruc* 
tion through which thusi* migrating 
from PakiMcin imssed. Both Hind us 
und-Muslims have lest in the larger 

S arspective of strategic interests. 

he nostiJo relationship betH’eeii In 
dia and Pakistan during the lust 16 
years has served to diminish both 
countries jointly and severally. But 
the partition having become a reality 
cannot he reversed without wgdirig 
through a river id hlood. The conse* 


SOMbi wise r^n 
say the Indian 
Muslims arc '*[>am' 
pered." Othgrs 
argue that they ure 
"ners«cuied " 
Tnesv aiu the two 
uxi I erne views. 

I he rmih is some* 
wheiv in between 
Thu "|iam(M*rvd" tJieiity rests on a 
wilful disToriuin of the past and the 
present. The “i>ers«cutinn'* argu* 
meiu h the apex uf a pyramid raised 
on a scries of jiiilf-irutW both hitter* 
icui and contemporary The former is 
VICIOUS. The loiter is {vrniclous. Bofb 
•ire piopauunOistic. Neither Is in 
dined to take into account all the 
dimtrisions of a complex human * 
prohlctn which, unless handled s«n$* 
il>W and lacifully. is capable of in* 
flicting immense damage on the 
cuoiitry's Ixidy politic and avoidable 
stiffi'iiog on a large niiml>er of 
people. 

The Muslims of India have been 
more siruK'd ugainst than sinning. A 
country was crcaied in iheir name to 
which ihevi'iinnoi even go as visitors a 
without undergoing huiniljaiion and* 
pi Mil acted wail for visas which in^ 
vuiialdy lake a liuig time in coming.'. 
Thev have earned on their shoulders 
for some .16 years now the burden uf 
I heir creduiity 'and gullibirity and 


cjuent tuinunl w*ooUI serve* no pt 
pose. It IS in rverviHulv's inierest 
.siubilise and consolidaic the p<dii 
al anangvment ilrai emerged 
11^47. And the si'cnLir imlity of Ind 
is central to that ooicctive If Jnd 
had gone the w.iy ul Pakisiuri in IV 
and turned Us hack on scculariifi 
partiiiim would lune cullapscd h 
cause Pakistan could not have su 
vived the impact uf loi.d t/.insiur 
the Muslim popnKtiion horn Indi 
The boiian/a ot evacuee assets le 
Iwhind m that country by ilie foici 
exodus of the compai aiivclv welTo 
Hindus and Sikhs would not htn 
sufficed to meet rhv sii.fins ot tot 
migraiion of Muslims from India. 

As foi India, ilie hi oral vxccssi 
without which rbvic* was no way 
forcingall the Muslims oui cotiid n 
but have dehumanised Indiuri soci 
ty Ul an extern that all the mor; 
human, social and ethical vaiues i 
legra! to a civilised puhty wou 
have (lecome extinct. Ilmv w th- 
event could we have evolved a j^ici 
ty capable of accominodaiing lugio 
al. ethnic and bnguiiiic dtversitie 
So Indian secularism was not 
favour done to ihu Muslims but 
.sensihlu and realistic rcspimse 
terms of India's natnmji ethos. It 
no use taunting Indi.ui seciiluris 
with snide remarks for what d 
happen in 1947, as the contvmpora* 
exponents of the '*|>olitics of bittc 
iiest" are wciiii ro do One niiisi be> 
in mind whhi was smcessfulK pr 
i vented from happc*ning. It any mod 
;* is neces&aiy by w'ay ol L*ltKnlatio 
one need only comidci whai ha 
pened to the ininoHiu's nr Pakisir 
and w'hat then st.no is m soiu^ 
c*i*OD<nnic and policicai roinis r 
Siinglaciesh. Com pan those two rC' 
lile models cvitJi iho ii*.tlit> in Indi 
th^ failures and l.ipsos iioiuit 
standing. 

One hears ihesc* davs a lor .iIhu 
H indu "backlash*' and "oh.iiitir 
ism,*' B«uli rhv so weie oiieiaiing r 
all rheir ugSv maiiifesialrons m 

iui^t as they au* c«H;iid>uhng rhv 
mite TO the worsening t*f the cor^ 
munal siruaiion in the coiiriirv i<ida 
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I But the point to reTtiembnr is that an 
I end wu pul to the orfy of violence In 
1947. Indian polity successfully dif¬ 
fused ihe communal polarisation as a 
response lo Gandbiji*s martyrdom 
ancf the popular mind disowned com- 
munalism and its proponenis. Other¬ 
wise we would not be discussing the 
matter now. Both negative and posi¬ 
tive emotions coexist in human 
beings. Ii is the task of political 
leaders (r> isolate and defuse the 
former and promote tbe latter. It is 
equally the task of alt thinking peo¬ 
ple to adopt appropriate measures to 
evoke a political response. 

It has become trite to run down 
Indian secularism. Pakistan has been 
doing >1 since 1947. though in recent 
years such propaganda has consider¬ 
ably diminished. The Hindu com- 
munalists argue with diabolic cun¬ 
ning I hat what the Constitution pro 
vides is an irrelevance. Hinduism 
itself is secular and all that is re- 
guired ts that one should stop talking 
about sockieconomic and political 
imbalances because fbat promotes 
communal cunKiousness according 
to this view of things. Those who Jag 
behind, lei them 
The Muslim communaUst argu¬ 
ment proceeds on the assumption 
that a hii^ry is exclusively ii charac- 
lerisitc of the Hindus. According to a 
recent article in 77it‘ Kadrarice week¬ 
ly. a spokesman of the Jamaut v 
Islami, saidy scxularism is a sham 
because it provides a cover foi ihe 
*'l9ck of social juMice (for the! 
minoriiies. l.ack of caihnliciiv cou 
plod with riarrim-mindedness and 
srnall heuriodness of the bigots is 
likelv to revive the atm(r\|^ere of 
1947.. It was this very mental alti¬ 
tude that led to the partitiunof ihe 
couniry...” Some logic this. Because 
the Hindus were bigois. vo to get 
level with them the Muslims decided 
lo commii political haiukoi and 
throw overb^rd those who would 
stay back among the biguis. 

T he partition only resulted in the 
split up of the Muslims of the 
country, divesting the component* 
that stayed behind, of its political 
clout and social leverage by des¬ 
troying the basis of the composite 
culture that developed as a result of 
the centuries of interaction among 
the two communities. Since the 
bigots have not mended their ways, 
the exponents of the concept of 
Ailah ki hufremreni would, perhaps, 
want Indian secularism to be repudi¬ 
ated. Hopefully this should solve the 

( problems of the ‘'persecuted" Mus- 
ims. How perverse the faithful can 
become in their make-believe. 

It is frequently argued that the 
two-nation theory collapsed in 1971 
with the emergence of Ban^desh. 
In fact, it was repudieiec when 
Mahatma Gandhi declined on 1$ Au« 

S ust 1947, to participate in the free- 
om festivities and instead under, 
took a fast in Calcutta to bring the 
Hindus and Muslims back to the path 


of sanity from which they had 
strand into the quagmire of fracri- 
cidal violence. The perrition of India 
represented the collective failure of 
(he national leadership to evolve a 
viable framework for the country's 
polity. Pakistan is now a sovereign 
nation and the refusal to accept the 
dubious validity of the cwo-nation 
theory is not in any way calculated to 
question the teali^ of Pakistan as a 
sovereign nation. The issue is essen¬ 
tially internal to India and its 
people. 

The contempora^ reality* in re¬ 
spect of the Muslims is tltat (hey 
have suffered a considerable erosion 
in their share in the national en¬ 
deavour. The accumulated backlog 
of deprivation is glaringly manifest. 
The socio-economic and political im- 

C Ucations of this imbalance cannot 
t ignored. On the other hand, it 
docs not help when the Muslim lead¬ 
ers ignore the attitudes and develop- 
mems that culminated in this situa¬ 
tion. Diabetes is a debilitating dis¬ 
ease, but its ireatmeni does not 
consist of a diet uf sweets and car¬ 
bohydrates instead the patient has 
to administered measured doses 
of insulin. To build up an atmos¬ 
phere of confrontation and hostility 
is not the way lo go about it. The 
need it to bring about amity and 
recunciltation. Deprivation wm not 
turn into fulfilment simply by nurs¬ 
ing grievances and getting lost in (he 
mace of frustration. 

Those who find it politically profit¬ 
able to accentuate (he "persecution'* 

E sychoais would do well to remem- 
er that it was precisely this 
approach that culipinated in the dis¬ 
aster (hit overtook the Muslims of 
India m 1947. What the Muslims 
need today is self-confidence, not 
prophets of doom who sap their 
morals, courage and determination. 
What (hey need is not fear and 
fatalisn]. but a sense of their destiny, 
not drift, but a vision for the future, 
not Joss of a sense of purpose and 
direction, but a coherent and logical 
Assertion of their rights, not irration¬ 
al aggressivenesa, but a clear and 
realistic evaluation of (he political 
system of the country, not turning 
(heir backs on its processes in pique 
and anger, and, last but not the least, 
a strategy to fctfge ahead in quest of 
justice and equity through social and 
political action and not abandon¬ 
ment of the effort in frustration. 

Viewed from (his angle the 
memorandum i^esented by 45 Mus¬ 
lim MPs is a correct thing done in a 
wrong manner. There was urgent 
need to bring into focus at the 
national level wt menace of increas¬ 
ing incidents of communal violence. 
1 ( was equally imponant to under- 
•core (he recent trend of the law and 
order agencies Josing (heir iiMirtial 
role as Tnstrumenti of state. But the 
rhetoric and the noi-so-implicit sug¬ 
gestion that the rising graph of com¬ 
munal iAcidenti is part of a grand 
design to conhivc a( the “atracitiei 






•^iast th« minorities** hardly seems 
ctlculated to defuse the tension. Nor 
do the authors of the memoruiduA 
seem bothered by the recurring men* 
ifestations of aggressiveness which 
cannot be brushed under the rug 
complaining with injured innocence 
that the Muslim is Ming **projected 
as the aggressor, as a reMl and as a 
traitor .** Any honest attempt to find 
a solution for the canker of com* 
munalism will have to shun the 
temptation of offering alibis because 
any effort to cover up will frustrate 
the whole purpose. 

Even if certain elements among 
the Muslims are provocatively 
aggressive, there can be no excuse 
for the police authorities ceasing to 
function as instruments of law end 
order and instead beginning to 
wreak vengeance. But does it help 
take the point further when the 4S 
Muslim N^sfailto take notice of the 
manifestations of Muslim agressive' 
ness? Two policemen were killed in 
Aligarh and a marriage parly of 
hanjans was beaten up in Morada* 
bad in 19B0 prior to the horrible riots 
that year. The Meerut riots were a 
result of the communal interaction 
and while the lapses and excess of 
the authorities are no doubt a matter 
of national shame, how can one turn 
a blind eye to the nefarious role of 
the MJitical leaders? Earlier last 
month, a police party was assaulted 
in a Haryana village when it went 
there to investigate a case of cow- 
slaughter. The result was communal 
tension and five innocent Muslims 
were thrown out of a moving train. In 
Kerala, the Trivandrum riots were 
sparked off by an assault on the 
police on duty. Is it central to the 
interests of the Muslims to engage in 
cow-slaughter and resort to riots ev¬ 
ery time a procession with a band 
passes outside a mosque? By the 
same logic, is it an Integral part of 
Hindu ethos to have a band in tow 
every time a social and religious 
procession is to pass before a 
mosque? 

At another level is the kind of 
response made by the Muslim lead¬ 
ers to Meenakshipuram conversions. 
The Muslim press and political com¬ 
ment on that occasion spoke of con* 
versions as an instrument of chang¬ 
ing the demographic composition of 
India. There was talk of another 

C anition if the Hindus did not be> 
ave. Syed Shahabuddtn saw in 
Metnakshipuram **0 continuing 
struggle between secularism ana 
communalism.**. In an otherwise 
lucid analysis of the event, Mr She* 
habuddin argued that ** conversion to 
Islam should create no stigma, cause 
no reproach, raise no eyebrows... The 
(Hindu) reaction shows that secular¬ 
ism is still nothing more than a 
veneer. • ftcade... Our secularism 
lies exposed and battered." If one 
were to go by that logic all that is 
requred to consolidate and streng¬ 
ths secularism is to set up a ahuo- 


dhi centre in a corner of Jama Mas* 
iid in Delhi and a rab/eeghi yemeer 
in the VIshwanatb Temple at Be* 


naras. 



THERE is a 
tendency super¬ 
ficially to proceed 
on the assumption 
that the Hindus 
and Muslims are 


two monoliths In a 
Slate of confronta¬ 


tion. This view of 


the matter does 
not take into account the large array 
of linguistic and regional variations 
of the problem. A host of purely local 
issues and socio*economlc tensions 


and political factors arising over ev¬ 
eryday affairs culminate in outbursts 
and these begin to merge into a 
mosaic of nationwide antagonism. 
The manifestations of Hindu-Muslim 
interaction vary from state to state. 
For example, the character of the 
problem in Kashmir has nothing in 
common with what is in the rest of 


the country—UP. Bihar. MP, Rajas¬ 
than and Maharashtra have both the 


than and Maharashtra have both the 
communal syndrome as well as speci¬ 
fic localised causes of tension be¬ 
tween the two communities. In the 
south, the nature of the problem is 
totally different from what it is in 
the Hindi heartland. In the east, it 
has many .strains which are common 
to all the states of the eastern region, 
but at the same time there are dis¬ 
tinct peculiarities in each of th««e 
states and none of them have any¬ 
thing in common with the rest of the 
country. But. whichever way you 
IcK^ at ii, it does not add up to the 
spectre of an aggressive majority 
arraigned against a beleaguered 
minority. 

It is imporum to think out ways to 
stabilise Hindu-MusMm relations, 
identify the factors responsible for 
leaving the Muslims out of the be¬ 
nefits of development and adopt 
effective measures to correct the 
Imbalances that have developed Im* 
mediately after partition the Muslim 
middle class which could have pro¬ 
vided the elite leadership to the 
community migrated from India in a 
big w^ leaving a void. That process 
contindbd for another 15 years. Now. 
when a youngman passed an ex¬ 
amination, be it from Aligarh or from 
any other college, he found it easy to 
find a job in Pakistan. His relations 
were there. The lure of Pakistan as a 
land of opportunity tempted them. 
But the net result was that for 20 
years the Muslims of India were 
deprived of the rise of a middle class 
which comprises professional men 
and women who can be instrumental 
in generating further employment. 
But the Muslims in the services who 
refused to migrate did as well as 
their -colleagues of the other com¬ 
munities. And so did many of the 
new recruiif who scu^t opponuni- 
ties in India and were able to do 
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|o. ir waN urav d qiie^liun of I lie 
iMim wuhdi’aynl from the Indian 
lial and vcnnomiu scene ihnn u 
pill on ot deliberate clen^Al. The 
ndus did iiui make an issue of ii. 

! ‘y foun<l ii qtihe convenient mid 
nolhiiid io cuirecl the silinilion. 

did noid<i any 1 limit spedfkally 
leprivv the Muslims and the Mus* 
(thenisoUob kvepr one Thai pro 
i ch(inited in ihe Sixties when ihe 
boriiinhu'S %ijiit'd diving tip in 


fht^e fftjt then reality hkd chanited. 

After H7f * the p«>snioQ underwent 
a toi^ lueutnorpho^is. The hire hav¬ 
ing faded earlier, the opportunities 
Already finished, the harriers which 
came up between the two countries 
proved ru be a blessing in dis|tuise. 
Whatever hardship the Muslims of 
IndiH ^aced in this period, (hey final* 
Iv came fuse lu face with the iniih 


‘The ruling^ party 
engineers 
conununal riots’ 

ee i ^ . .A. 1, 

Maulana Abdulla Bukhari tells Sunday 


M.Ht/aifit 6’ved 

SnkAar/, 
r/i«' /rruftt 

of r/w histofu' 

I fifjsj/J, [k- 

L ifii, t'lnvrfivO •tf- 

fhv i9/T etec‘ 

I fioits he 

j < ii m p d i tt e d 

|t l ■ '••<tp,tinsi Mrs (uitt 

mtd tliv hinetuini y. Ifj» i ei’r>r</ 
hes n A's*> uhojcyitme .t/'fe/fftjf, 
hds U'r/aj/j(v iKwme. hxtwewi'. 
/xiosr Ami on s mullah fii the 
■mv. t'\ceri>(s iiitm his Mfei* 
r Mif/i J.ifsnu'vt L'ppaf. 

: Whjf nxiuu opmUui uhout the* 
rersjoijs poinp i>n in the emm* 
Both Hindu and Muslim orMa> 
noii> urv I I’M lip tn convett 
9le. 

If thobu who arc converted 
»pl the new religion because of 
r belief and conviction then I 
f no obieciioiis. Although 1 have 
I a lot ahom so-called conver 
ns I do nut leollv know the truth, 
.e grandson nl Nawab Chatian. it 
claimed, has been converted to 
Indunm though the family of ilie 
|wab hu' buid Thai they have no 
Nation with the so-called grand* 

^ Bui the iiindo organ! sal ions 
fthoxvii undue interest in this 
hversum and given it puhlicitv. It 
iS even rumoured that my daiigh- 
, and n |>rotes»ir wdl als4i gci 
pverted Ip Hinduism. This is iiu* 
.n^ but an attempt to horass a 

P iculur cocnmunily. If (hi> it c«m- 
ion. it is n joke 
Btit II iiumh^rot Muslims have 
lan convened tu Hinduism in Rj- 
Hhon. 

Ik: This is only a puhlmty 
ht, it is an attempt lo create 
Imtub for oiher communities. If 
|Miy or any other inducemeni 
f liven or used to get people 


4 r • V * 

converted then it is a fmud. I con* 

domn (t, ' 

Q: Wl^t about MeenaMshipurnm ^ 

A; As I have said if conversions 
there buve taken place with full 
tairh. coQVktiim and belief then it 
is all rJiht. 

Qr / am tiPf going mto the causes 
Ilf ciinversfnii, hut don't von think 
that such activities wHl lead to 
eommnnal tension in tffe eountiy? 

A: Do you ihirik there is no com* 
munal tension in the country now? 
From 1947 to 1980 there have liecn 
20.000 communal riots and m the 
last two years there have been 
1.200 riuls. This is not my state¬ 
ment. I am quoting governinent 
sources. And as you know the gov* 
ernment always tries to play down 
such data. You can well imagine 
how many riots have taken place so 
far. It hardly matters. Already 
lakhs of people have been killed 
and if a few more are killed it will 
not make any difference. 

Q: Who IS behind these riots? 

A; See. In the north, trade is 
exclusively in t^e hands of Hindus 
while the Muslims are small arti¬ 
sans. workers, petty shopkeepers 
and government servants. In the 
south, Muslims also have a big 
share in* the trade. Obviously no 
businessman will like riots because, 
he will lose his business. Riots are 
always planned to create problems 
and teostona fur a particular cx»m* 
munity. Sometimes it is the opposi¬ 
tion but most of the time x is the 
ruling party which engineers these 
riots. B^ause the ruling perty does 
not want these two (Hindus and 
Muslims I tu live peacefully. A for¬ 
mer chief minister tif Bihar told me 
that communal riots are organised 
at the behest of the centre end the 
chief minister has to act according 
to the directions. 


ded. The sum total uf this is that for 
2$ years the time virtually* passed' 
the Muslims hy and these* wbre the' 
years when India made tremendous 
and phenomena] developmental 
progress with all kinds of economic 
opmirtunities offering themselvks. ft 
will (Jke some time i^fore the peg- 
lect of earlier years can be corrected. 
There can be no argument that the 
pr<>ce>>s needs to be accelerated. 
.Kven though realities on the iirpuad> 
leave qiuch to l>e de^iredr’it Wid only 
impair the process of sono*ecoiU)mic 
revival of the Muslim community to 
lose sight of the fact that national 
commUmenr to svcuJansm provides 
the framework for movemeift for* 
ward. 

There is no gainsaying the urgoni 
need to help the Muslims lidc over 
the lag that has deVoloped. Iliu gov* 
eminent ought to streamline its 
arriingenienis to monitor socio* 
economic imbalances on the groimd 
as well as the ileveloplng Cviiskuis. 
There is a vast urua that can be 
covered through •ulminisirativv 
steps. It could not be entirely on thu 
basis of merit that police furce.Si tio 
example, recruit so few Muslims. 
Prior to 1947. there used to be 70 per 
cent of them. But those who argue 
that police and service recruit meriis 
alone can help the Muslims tide over 
their problems might poiidvr over 
the foci that even when the Muslims 
had a level of re pre.se nr at ion they 
can never again hope tn attain, the 
community was su powerfully driven 
by a sense of insecurity that it opted 
fur the partition of the country, bo. 
while the government meu>iures are 
nu doubt important. }hc key tu the 
problem lies in poljiical handling of 
the gamut of faciors having a bear* 
ing on this matter. 

There can be no real inxi^ess 
unless (he country begins builcfing 
up a composite culture uivd muve$ < 
towards socio-economic, iniegrailon. 
This will not be «i throwback (o what 
was there prior lo 1947. But it it is to 
be viable and credible, it will be 
something in which each cort^nent 
of the nation has an effective and 
vibrant role. The Muslim leadership * 
should realise that a siege mentality : 
within the community cannot but 
limit il$ capacity to make a worth* 
while contribution in ibis regard. 
Any attempt to perpetuate the status 
quo on (he part of the Uindua is 
manifestly unteiwble in the face of 
objective realitiea. Mil^lims will 
have to get out of Ihe withdrawal . 
syndrome that overtmik them in the 
wake of independence. Hindus will 
have to come forward tu help them 
move ahead toyrardii increased partij* 
cipaiion in the national affairs. 

Why not hold u series of joint 
sessions of the Majlis. Mushawarath 
antf Thd'Virat Hindli Saln'ip'AlfefrdB^ 
Indian nationalism. 









Majw disiujrtwiww 


■1 March 1982. 

KANYAKUUA&l, Tamil Nadu. 

A war o/ loudspeakara. during ihe Maodaikkadu 
cemple festival, between the Hindu Seva Sangam at 
the temple and Christian fishermen at S^t Louise's 
shrine which is 300 feet away from the rerapie, caused 
(he clashes between Hindus and Christians. 

Deaths: Nine. 

■26 April 1902. 

AMRITSAR, Punjab. 

The discovery of rhe heads of two slaughtered cows 
outside two shrlrtes became the focal point of the riots. 
Deaths: One. 

■16 May 1982. 

PHULWARISHARIF, Bihar. 

A quarrel between Muslims and Hindus over the 
graiina of cattle took a violent turn. 

Deams: Seven. 

• 11 June 1962. 

POUANCUDI. TamH Nadu. 

Mu'Ums and converted Harijans clashed with mem¬ 
bers of the Thevar community over the entry into the 
village of a Hindu propaganda van. "Gnana Raihnam.” 
of (he Vishwa Hindu Pariihad. 

Deaths: 17. 

•24 July 1982. 

DKLHI 

Fight between the children of two communities. 
Muslims and Balmikis. took a serious turn, resulting in 
Widespread arson. 

Deaths: Two. 

•26 July 1982. 

ALIGARH. Uttar Pradesh. 

The conflict broke out between two groups of 
Muslims, Quraishis and Pathans, which was sparked by 
an argument between, two rhefawafias selling fiafim 
and hiryant. 

Deaths: Two. 

■6 September 1982. 

MEERUT. Uttar Pradesh 

A dispute over o Shiv temple and a matar in two 
adjoining buildings ;n the highly sensitive Shahgasa 
area, assumed colossal proportions, breaking out on a 
large scale. 

Deaths: 31. 

■22 September, ISsi. 

MORADABADfUttar Pradesh 

1 rouble began here when two bodies were found 
with head injuries. 

Deaths' Five- 

113 December 19B2. 

BARODA, Guiarat. 

Widespread reaction against the transfer of iho>.. 
city's jiolice cummissiuner, Ja&hpal Singh, led to ihe 
riots. 

Deaths: 12. 

•29 December 1982. 

ALLEPPEV. Keraia. 

A member of a pi-ucession which was moving in 
celebration of the Nabi day was attacked by the police. 
A ZS-year old youth. Kabir, was killed in the melee. 
Deaths: One 

•From January 1903 till the time of writing. 

ASSAM 

Goveniineni sources report that 1,344 people have 
been killed in communal violence. 

H«nry Jacob 
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The face of Indian 
conununalism 

By NIKHIL CHAKRAVARTTY 


IN Indian political 
parlance com- 
munalism is ^ner* 
Ally meanr tn dt- 
note the problems 
relating to the 
Muslim minority 
population. There 
Are other mtnor- 
iiies in this coun- 
Try>-<(htf Christians, the Parsts, the 
Silthx for instance, but generally the 
term. commiinaJism, is hardly used 
with reference to them. By and large, 
the disharmony and ten.sion between 
the Hindus constituting the majority 
community, and the Muslims, the 
largest single minority in this coun* 
try. arc referred to as the communal 
problem. 

During the British rule, it was 
confidently claimed by the national¬ 
ist camp that communal acrimony 
and tension sometimes leading to 
bloody clashes, were the handiwork 
of the foreign ruler who was follow* 
ing the Roman imperial strategy of 
dlvide and rulc The corollary (hat 
followed from this understanding 
was that once the British rule ended, 
there would be no communal prob¬ 
lem in this country. By plam logic 


this should have been the case. But 
historical developments do not 
emerge in isolation. Many factors 
contribute to the building of a situa¬ 
tion. Com munalism is, therefore, not 
simply the product of the British raj. 
Rather it would be more correct to 
say that the raj had taken advantage 
of the communal dif ferences and to a 
large measure accentuated them for 
its own purpose. This is not the same 
thing as to say that communalism is 
the invention uf British imperial 
strategy in this country. 

A very sketchy perusal of British 
rule in India shows that the imperial 
power did not care to favour one 
community in preference to another: 
it only tooit advantage of any sign of 
misunderstanding among the com¬ 
munities to fan disunity. It is a 
matter of history that in the terrible 
repression that followed the mutiny 
of 1B57, the Muslims were largely 
the terget of British attack, and the 
conspicuous deprivation of the Mus* 
lim aristocracy particularly in north 
India began m that peri to. Again, 
when the national movement 
assumed a mass character, the Brit* 
isb tried to whip up loyalist groups 
against it—at some places lending a 


helping hand to ultra-Hindu groups, 
at other places, to a Musfim com- 
munalist group. Let It not be forgot¬ 
ten that it was not the Muslim 
League alone but tBe Hindu Maha- 
sabha which was set up by the British 
against the national movement led 
by the Congress. The moderates or 
loyalists came from both the com* 
munities. When the Congress under 
Gandhiji joined hands with the Khi- 
lafat, the prospect of Kindu-Muslim 
unity at the mass level worried the 
British rulers, and they contrived to 
encourage communal riots to create 
bitter disunity in the national front 

There is another aspect of the 
commune! issue which needs to be 
kept in mind. With their strategic 
objective against the Bolshevik pow¬ 
er in Central Asia, the British policy 
makers looked upon the Punjab and 
the North-West Frontier of undi¬ 
vided India as a very important bas 
tion: it was this which explains the 
ruthlessness with which tne British 
tried to suppres.*: the national move* 
ment-^and succeeded too in a good 
measure—-in Punjab and (he north¬ 
western zone. The manner in which 
Badshah Khan’s Khudai Khidmatgar 
movement was planfully attacked 
and paralysed by Olaf Caroe and his 
boys brings out this point very 
sharply. 

The British also took advantage of 
the growiM misunderstanding be¬ 
tween (he Confess and the Muslim 
League partic^arly in the Thirties. 
A strictly objective appraisal of the 
Congress movement in those days 
brings out a peculiar dichotomy: 
while it assumed the form of an 
unprecedented mass upsurge, there 
was inadei^uavy in it in so far as it 
had not worked out a strategy of 
blocking any British move to sow 
misunderstanding in the Muslim 
minority population. The scars left 
behind by the communal riots of the 
late Twenties had not healed. Realis¬ 
ing the inevitability of the Congress 
goug in for a milctant mass move¬ 
ment as noticed in the civil disobedi¬ 
ence campaign, the British encouT' 
aged and foisted the separate electo¬ 
rate system which sought to isolate 
(he Muslim community from the 
mainstream of the Congress. The 
Congress leadership, in its turn, did 
not perhaps realise the enormity of 
the British strategy as could be seen 
from the exchanges that took placa 
between Nehru end the Muslim 
League leaders in UP. In the late 
Thirties, what it did was to start the 
Muslim mass contact programme 
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^^came totally m^ectivc. 
Step by step, rbe Muslin League, 
encouraged by the< Briti^, moved 
cowards Pekistan. The point lo note 
here is that as the mass movement 
under the Congress leadership 
gained in momentum, the move for 
vivisection simultaneously began to 
take shape. 

Without going Into the history of 
the parricion—which is not the pur* 
pose of this article—one cannot 
escape not mg that the argument on 
which the Congress leaders ac* 
quiesced in the partition was chat 
once this was agreed upon, it would 
bring to an end all communalism, at 
least in that pan of the country 
which would be in India. The mas* 
sive exodus of population bach ways 
leaving behina its bloody trail of 
vicious communal hatred, was 
strangely enough not anticipated by 
any leader, barring Gandhiji. 

For an understanding of the com* 
munal problem that faces our coun* 
try lodayi it is necessary to have an 
understandina of the impact of the 
partition on me psychological make¬ 
up of both the majority and the 
minority community in this country. 
The average Hindu began to look 
upon the Muslim with embittered 
fnisiraiir>n» as if he wa^ responsible 
for the partition of the inotherland->> 
little rvulisiiig that the Muslim who 
chose to stay i>ehind in India has not 
only demonstrated his love for his 
native «ul, hut has taken physical 
risk in doing so, facing a ruture 
amidst a population, the hulk of 
which is embittered against the poll* 
tical leadership of his community. 
The average Muslim, In turn, sud* 
denly finding himself in an ahnor* 
mally tense environment created hy 
all the horrors of partition, imper 
captihly began to look upon Pakistan 


as the safe ftaven for fis conununity. 
Instead of helping in the process of 
natioaal integrarlon, the partition 
engineered the psychologic^ irag' 
mentation of the national ethos. This 
could be seen in 1971-72 when at the 
height of the naiion^wide euf^ria 
over the liberation of Bangladesh, 
the Muslim comm unity-^barring its 
enlightened fringe—was in a state of 
conrusion if not distress, at the 
bifurcation of Pakistan iisdf. With 
all the accolades showered on 
Mountbatcen and hiS so-called. mis- 
Mon, it is worth reminding ourselves 
chat the paniiion cried to perpetuate 
communal animosity within India. 

A part from the accursed legacy of 
the partition, there is another 
important factor that has contri 
bured to the protracted Jongeviry of 
cummunalism in independent India. 
Statistically, it can hardly be gain¬ 
said that the communal virus has not 
only survived but has grown since 
independence. This is, to a very large 
measure, due to our electoral system 
und the manner in which we have 
run it. With every political party 
engaged m the hatile for seats in 
Parliament and state legislatures, 
the question of "nuising the ennsti* 
tucncy** has become rhe major preoc* 
cupation, if not obs<*ssion, of every 
bodv in politics: and this reduc^ 
itself to a painstaking exercise of 
how to grab majority support in the 
constituency. Both caste and com¬ 
munal appeals have become an 
essential part of elecnoneering. Hv> 
ery political worker kntiws—and so 
does the election ct mmlMion—how 
ineffective, if not ^udicrous, have 
been all the rules .ind regulations 
against making communal appeals 
during un election campaign. In fact, 
the most succ'essful election muna* 


ger is the person who can make ^ 
right caste and communal permut 
tions and combinations to get cl 
majority support behind his cant 
date. 

As a rule, the minority commuoi 
anywhere in the world tends to ( 
with the establishment. In India, tl 
Congress could get the benefit of lb 
vote-bank so long as it commands 
the monolith of power. Certain 
Nehru's anti-communal outlcK 
helped to foster the feeling amot 
the Muslim masses that the Cotigre 
would protect them: bur the ovc 
riding consideration that made ti 
Muslims hy aod large the elector 
camp-follower of the Congress wi 
the understandable tendency of ti 
minority community to seek the slu 
ter of those who wield power. 

Once the Congress monopoly > 
power was broken^first in the stit 
in 1967 and then at the centre . 
1977—the Muslim community, pan 
cularly its leaders, realised that rht 
could no longer depend on the Co. 

[ less for protection, and by ar 
arge, they adjusted themselves ; 
the changing winds. If one close 
observes the situation, one gets tf 
impression that this developmei 
has the posiibUity of throwing up 
band of leaders from within tf 
Muslim community that can birgai 
with the power brokers for not on. 
protection bui loaves and fishes • 
office a^ well. Kerala has shown tl 
way in this respect. This develo 
ment brings out also the fact that oi 
political parties have degenerated \ 
mere players in the election garni 
Instead oi bringing about a renewe 
sense of national integration, the 
move about in search of crumbs oi 
of the electoral garbage can. 

There is o lot of talk nuwadaj 
alM)ut the need for luvamping oi 
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idea Nr A' dispassionate 
view of India's development wtll 
make n amply i:lear that secularism 
in the i'orrect sense ef the word^he 
ren.iissaiive ideal'in; K'orope as dfs- 
liiict fr<jm the rlencal ouih>ok-^hes 
never been part of our national 
ethos. U might have touched uut* 
standing personalities like Nehrtt< 
but the average Indian patriot has 
been a tolerant person. Gandhi 
looked upon tolerance (as distinct 
from secularism) as ihe only way to 
forge links and mutual confidence 
among ditfercru romniunities parti- 
colarlv between the Hindus and the 
MuslimN in the IxtckKrnurid of the 
’ partition legacy, und he faced mar¬ 
tyrdom in that nohle crusade. 

Despite the fact that our economy 
has moved rnwnrds a modern indust- 
Tiiil set up, the superstructure of a 
modern industrial culture has nor 
permeated nur social fabric. 
Although it would he a simplistic 
fxpectarion that cnmmunalism will 
disappear on Its nwn with the estab 
lishmenr of industrial culture, there 
is no doubt that the basis of commun¬ 
al outlook gets eroded in a modern 
socioeconomic setup. 

More urgently, what is necessary is 
the development of a sturdy national 
ethos which lun cninhat ihe com 
munal meiujhtv This is a mulii- 
dimensiort.il tusk, ;md it demands 
stern self-introspection. Very vften. 
many of us look upon the minority 
'Ccmmuniiy. purticularly the Muslim 


* community, as bein| cooped In its 
own shell: no doubt, the teachings of 
Islam and its praaice through cen- 
'luries, have fostered a iransnaiional 
^iMitloolt. which nee^ noi be ^garded 
as mii-naiional. If a devout Catholic 
in the USA paying allegiance to the 
Papacy in the Vatican can be a good 
American citizen, there is no reason 
to doubt the patriotism of any devout 
Muslim turning to Mecca for li^t. If 
it is a question of money pouring in 
from The uil rich She khs of Aruhia. a 

careful accounting may »how that 
the people who have handled those 
coffers and have benefited from 
them are more nun-Mu»lims than 
Muslims. No doubt there is narrow 
parochialism in the Muslim commun¬ 
ity, a tendency that tends lo come up 
in any minority community afflicted 
with the psychulouv of the besiegeil. 
It IS (he July of the enlightened 
elements of the Muslim community 
to strive to inculcate a broad socio¬ 
economic oiiiluok among the Muslim 
masses as well as (he intelligenisi.i. 

Rut more imiierative is the need 
for the majority community (o bend 
backward to combat all forms of 
communal chauvinism, overt and 
covert. Often one hears sanciimo 
nious talks about Hinduism Iwing so 
tolerant as being able to absiirb 
p«iple from all faiths Vivckunandu 
rip[^ open this cant and exposed 
the curse uf the caste system. Almost 
Im percept ibely a Hindu outhiok 


creeps Into bur choughe and action. 
To take a small example, nobody had 
calculatedly planned to keep out 
Muslim names (o christen a number 
of stadia that were built during the 
Asiad; but isn'r it odd that in this city 
of Delhi, studded with the ruins of 
the grandeur that was the Moghul 
empire, nobody could think of nam¬ 
ing one stadium, at least the place 
for the equestrian events after 
Rahur. The beantiftil Sanskritised 
song composed specially for (he 
Asiad inauguration has won ap- 

C lause: it was coriainly verv moving, 
kit a heart-warming »ona like Iqbal's 
immurial fUre J»h.in 'oey At him, 
Hindusian Hamars could not have 
faded (o touch (he heart of millions 
who listened lu the programme. 
Wouldn'i that have Jieen the biggest 
public relations exercise about the 
Indiun ethus before the PukUtanis 
and those uther outsiders who are 
fed with tripe about Hindu dominu- 
(ioii in India? 

Combating comniunalism is an ur¬ 
gent nnttonul task. It iu-cd> to be 
(nkv*n lip on all ffon(s<-'*witb the 
intelleciunl vigilance iif a Nchiii and 
I he death-defying determination of a 
Gandhi. Beyond (he cnnfme.s of efei - 
lion pnliticv ihu call iia> to gu out to 
millions in uiii crowded ciiie> und 
distant villages, among men and 
women, young and old. Indian pat¬ 
riotism will be cikrrudvd if it fails to 
Ih* vigilant againM communal ism. 
Jay and night, round the year. ■ 


‘Attacks on any religion should 
be made a penal offence’ 


MauJana Abul Lais Nadvi Islahi. president, Jamaat-e-Islami, told Sunday 




Q Whj; are tht 
tensons for the 
frequent com* 
iniinnl riots? 
Whut measures 
are netessary to 
eyim/n»'jfe them? 

A: It IS highly 
regrciiable that 
communal nots 
Continue even so many years after 
independence These are ugly blots 
on our country. One reason for (his 
is that due to various reasons a 
feeling uf hatred and mistrust be¬ 
tween various communities and 
group* has been generated. To our 
great misfortune; there are certain 
elements which, instead of remov 
ing these feelings, are engaged in 
further fanning them. 

To check communal violence it is 
necessary that prompt notice 
should be raki-n of all the arnvities 
aimed at incitinK violence. 


All disparaging aitacks on 
any religion r>r religious persunali- 
(les should be made a penal offence 
and all (hose indulging in ihe same 
should be sternlv dealt with. The 
textbooks and ediiLatiomil institu¬ 
tion* should be cleansed of all 
(races of cummunalism, nurtuw- 
mindedness and prejudices and 
should he made ihc medium fur 
promoting unity and iniegration. 
Along with this, It is also necessary 
that all the n^ts guaranteed by 
the Constitution uf (he country for 
ail the religious, cultural and ling¬ 
uistic minorities should be en¬ 
forced with complete honesty- 

In addition (o these measures, it 
is also necessary that, through 
proper education and training and 
through mass media, efforts should 
be directed towards creating a good 
atmosphere in the country so that 
(he qualities of good conduct, re 
spect for other's rights and mutual 


gond behaviour are piomoted 
among all. 

Q: Tht Jiimaai-e lslami h often 
charged that it takes a leading part 
in co/ivertxng people to Islam and 
employs all sorts of means for this 
purpose, h tt true? 

A: The charge is wholly unfound¬ 
ed. As for conversion, we be¬ 
lieve that the Constitution of our 
country acknowledges it as a right 
for every citizen to accept any faith 
he chooses. However, we are 
opposed to, as Islam is, the use of 
any force or coercion or temptation, 
or improper'inducements. I have 
repeatedly asserted in various pub¬ 
lic meetings that those who 
embrace Islam under any mundane 
temptation or to promote some in¬ 
terests of their own. will in fact do 
no good to either themselves or to 
Islam. 

Interview by M. APZAL 
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Communalism in 


modem India 


GIRISH M ATHUR analyses how during the independence movement a wedge 

was driven between Hindus and Muslims 


For i>uvpoie^ of /Ajs arn'c/e '‘moti¬ 
on} lixtiux" "IntiikK rrn<fer firit* 

rii/e itnd tifter" Bur it h not 
pri>poi>eti to covei thf ontire pontni 
in this urtU'Iv. Only one or two ind- 
dtrnu wilf bo meiitioned to bring ouf 
the intended /wr/if. 



IT is difficult to 
define '‘communiil' 
inm.** for. in IndU 
secularism and 
communalism 
have acquired 
meanings noi con* 
veyed by either of 
the terms tu Fn> 
glish'SpeukmK \>vo- 
pie elsewhere in the world. If cum 
munaUsm is taken to mean such 
conflicts between two communities 
as have root^ in religion, then de* 
mands like thone of l^kisian in the 
pre-Independence days or Khalisian 
in mure recent days cannui he tre¬ 
ated as communal. These and similar 
demands-^representiition. i enerva¬ 
tion, separaie nr loint electorate— 
reflect political urjtcs of the rival 
elites of the social groups Hhich 
happen in owe allegiance (u diffe¬ 
rent religions. 

If communalism is taken to mean' 
phenomenon whkh led to these dc* 
n 1 al 1 ri^. then religious questions such 
us cuTivei'si<ins. Soddhi. Tabligb^ and 
the like cannoi he treated us com¬ 
munal issues. Thu i ighi of conversion 
jN inherent in the fundamuntal prim 
ciplu of freedom of religion. 

(I hoth .i.spects^political urges 
and ictigioiis questions—arc club¬ 
bed together, i he result ts ihe reltgiir- 
poliiicisution of group '*onfIict whii'h 
IS a ty]in.ally Indian phenomenon, ll 
IS not group conflict which is pecul¬ 
iar to India, you have It in evei7 
modern sneiety. and almost every 
where it occasinnally becomes as 
sharp and as b|u<nly us in India. 
Religio-uoliticisution. however, cre- 
are** problems trf d«fin>ng commiinal- 
ism in terms of giuup conflicts ui the 
modern Indian context. 

There is another complicating fac¬ 
tor. The demarcation line between 
the modern period and the earlier 
one is the freeilom of India fiom 
cnlonUl rule. In ihe pa^t als«» India 
faced foreign invasions, hut the in¬ 
vaders either went back after looting 
the country or they settled down. 


British rule, however. vtaveJ on as 
an alien Imposition. Kvcrvwhero in 
the world in the modern (colonial) 
period, the urge fur freedom from 
loreiKO role finds expression in two 
ways One is a feeling of helplessness 
in which case the strength in l>ear 
with the present lot it sought to be 
derived by creating a mythology of 
past glory, which generates nostal¬ 
gia. The other is the urge to learn 
frum the present state of material 
lojcsand psychological humiliation lo 
outdo the rulers in ihu fields m 
which they show excedhmee and to 
seek independence to huild j brigh¬ 
ter future in India also foreign rule 
led to these two opfxiviiv lesponses. 

Titus, nni merely was the normal 
group conflict reiigio-p<iIiiicised. its 
political Aspect had two features, 
one hackward'lookiiig with an yearn 
ing to revive an imaginary past, and 
the other forward-bMikirig marked by 
a desire to modernise Indian society 
and take it to the level of. if not 
surpass, the advanced societies. The 
so-called Wahabi movement among 
the Muslims and revivalist or refor 
misi movements among the Hindus 
as the Aiya Samaj. arc two of the 
back ward'look mg. Sir byed Ahmed 
KhanS Aligarh Movement and Ihe 
CoRgress-lcsl struggle for Independ¬ 
ence are examples of forward- 
looking responses. 

Tu lake up the two forward- 
looking responses to the British rule. 
It needs tu be ptnnted out that there 
weie occasions when the two con¬ 
verged. W'u find Sir Syed campaign¬ 
ing with Sit Surendra Nath Baiierjea 
in 1877 fur equal opperrtunities and 
f.icilities for Indians to enter the ICS. 
But the conflict between Sir Sved's 


His (Sir Syed Ahmed) 
attitude to Hindu- 
Muslim relations was 
that the two were like 
the eyes of a man whose 
face would look ugly if 
one of them was in bad 
shape and the Hindus 
were duty bound to help 
the Muslims tocome up. 


movement and the Congress begaa 
after the founding session of the 
Congress at Bombay in 1885, a re* 
solution cdlJing for "'reform and ex« 

I iansion of the supreme and local 
egislative cuuncili by the admission 
of (he cansiderabie proportion of 
elected members and the creation of 
a similar council for the North \yeflt* 
ern Provinces and Oudh." was pas* 
(The Uttar Pradesh of today wai 
then called the North Western Pro* 
vmces and Oudh.) 

He could nut have opposed the 
induction of elected representatives 
in these legiRlaiive bodies on princi* 

K le. He in fact was the first Inalan to 
ave asked for popular partulpallon 
in the governance of the country, in 
his brochure As babe BeghewM 
Hind" (the causes of the Indian re¬ 
volt). published immediately after 
(he 1657 events, he had empnasiaed 
that It was the unrepresentative 
character of the British ride in Indie 
which had led to the rebellion. 

He could nut have been opposed to 
representation by election because 
Hindus, being the-majority commun* 
ity. would get the lion's share. HJs 
attitude to Hindu Muslim relations 
was (hat the (wo were like the eyei 
of a man whose face would look ugly 
if one of them was in bad shape anil 
that being educationally more adv¬ 
anced the Hindus were duty 
bound to help the Muslims to come 
up which they could not do on their 
own because of their religious pte<J 
judices 

The real reason of Sir Syad'i 
opposition (o the Congress ^solu¬ 
tion was (hat he was afraid that 
elected bodies would come to be 
duminated by the BengaJis abput 
whom he once said. **1 confess in oui 
country onlv Bengalis are such i 
nation of whom one can be proud 
and (he enlightenment we have ha< 
in education, liberty and patriocism 
has been due to them. I can honesd! 
•^y that they occupy the topnoS 
position among all the people o 
India." 

Sir Syed's campaign against th 
Congress began at a meeting unde 
(he auspices uf (he British Indi 
Asvdclatiun (not a Muslim organlis 
(ion) at Lucknow which Hindu and 
Muslim tatugeders and other leadini 
personaliiies attended. Ha pul i| 
straight to his audience whether al 



n«n of nobic birth th«y wouM like to 
be domi tilled over by the Bengali 
commoners who had an advantage in 
ediK'ntion Mver them. And the or^ 
niitarion he f<irmed as a rival to tne 
Congrv«< was called Patriuiic Asso- 
ciatiim open alike to Hindu and 
Muslim “men of noble birth.” 

Thuv Sir Sved*& opposition to the 
Congress was the product of inira* 
elite rivalry. It cannot ho devirihed 
as communal. Thu response of the 
Congress to Syed% op|K>sitiun 

wail on two planes. 

To remove Mu'ilim appreheiiHioos 
about dominance by the majority 
comenunity in ihe Congress, the foJ* 
lowing rule was adopivd: "No sub 
|ecr smill be passed for discussion by 
the subjects committee or allowed 
for discussion at any congress by the 
president iheieof, to the ini roduc* 
tinn of which the Hindu or 
Mo hA m medo n <le I c gates a s u bod y <»h 
ject, unanimously or near* 
unanimously, and that if after discus* 
siun of any subject which has been 
Admitted fur corisiderauun it shall 
Appear that all the Hindu nr Muham- 
mednn delegates »is a body are 
unanimoIy or iivar• unanimously 
oppoHorf to a. such resnhitiun shall 
be dropped ” 

At nnoihcr loved, the C<mgi«s?i 
leaders iippnnKheil the ufema.s iieli 

( jouH learned mem of l.udhuma. Jul* 
undur. Hoshnirpui. KapiinhaU. 
Amrnsar. Chapra. CiMarat. Jminpur, 
Fernrenur. Kasui. Mu^affairuigjr. 
Delhi. Rampur. Barcillv. Moradanad 
and even M«>din.i and Baphdad. and 
obtained fr<»m Ihem a rarua ireli- 

( lious decree I cal bug ujxin the .Mm 
ims to keep away from Sir Syed's 
patrioMc assiHMtcon and make com* 
tnon cause with their Hindu hrothern 
in the Congress. They ordained ihat 
Ilium enjoined upon them to keep 
away from those wbu served the 
opponents<il Islam and to irmi h.irids 
with folbiwers id otbei religions fui 
the common benefit of M islim . and 
Others. 

The farua should he viewed m the 
context of the Muslim ciiuariim in 
. Ihe country m these davs. Most of 
the sigiiaturv u/emas numbering 
over KXl, belunged to the Waludlahi 
school a puritanical, fumlamentali&l 
and revivalist sevt which vi.s de 
scribed by the Briii h us IVahubi 
although it bad no linl; wiib the 
H^ahiibiA of Aruhia. When ibe Brin.sh 
Aniered Delhi in IkO? and the 
llughal emperor was i educed to a 
'tituhir head. Walltull.di Dehulvi's 

S a Shah Abdul ,\.!17 who iben 
aded ‘he sebouj eMjbh'>bwd oy his 
^ther, issuesl a t'atwu deejaung the 
British conn idled lernrory .iv L>ifr 17 
R^rb I the land af wurj since the 
Muslims could no longer pvrfoim 
uMii religums duties without let or 
ntnderaiice. 

' .'One seciinn of Shuh .M>diil A/ir\ 
Mowers iiMik up rthad iholy wan 
iBliinst the British, amxhei scctiurt 
(Ook to piopiigating Hriough rv|i> 
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The Gandhian formiUa 
of the two commuiuties 
coming tonther could 
not eliminate the causes 
of either group conflict 
or intra-elite rivalry, but 
instead, it served the 
same purpose as a sepa* 
rate electorate which the 
Congress opposed. 

ginus education the teachings of rhe 
founder uf the fchiHil, Wulliullah. 
and laivr became the mr»s( advanced 
section of the leadvrship of the IflS? 
rev all. They were ihcsonly group who 
never surreodeicd lu the British. 
After tKf>7. some of the Vi^ma^ who 
had participated in the revolt, went 
away in Medina and Baghdad and 
some settled down in the schools 
they opened in village moM|ues. and 
the muxt iini>ortant of these vchoolv 
became rhe Darul Ulum at De^ibnAd 

T he es!u.*nce in practice of their 
teac hmg was to keep the Muslim 
masses out of the cultural influence 
of the Bntivhand to minimise politic* 
a1 contact l^etwi'cn'ihe two. Sir Syed, 
who wav himscdf a product of the 
school of .^hah Abdul A<iz. met with 
Miff resistance from theve ufemas in 
his efforts to spread knowledge 
among the Muslims through his 
iranshition of knglish hooks into 
local languages, and the establish* 
mvnt of educational insi nut ions. 

The revponse of the Congress to 
hisoppusiiion. was. to confer un both 
the communities the right to veto 
any concideration of a subject relat* 
ing to the exchisive interests of one 
or the 01 her of (hem as distinct from 
subjects uf common interest to both. 
Can this be described as a secular or 
8 national appri^Ach? If secularism 
mcrr.nv natlonalivn and nationalism 
SvanOs for (he interests of the nation 
as a whole. ii was not impossible to 
work out a common approach even 
on subjecK of exclusive interest to 
one or the* other community frum a 
ruiional or national position with 
P«iiencv. gOiKlwilj and understand* 
iug. iiistead, a short *001 was sought 
whim cou^u net resolve (he issues of 
coninci ;>ctweoi. tne two communi¬ 
ties. 

On the other plane, the Congress 
leadership sought to draw into the 
intia<‘li(e conflict religious learned 
men who v^erc ryppussd to the efforts 
of ihe eUre of iheir communuy 10 
modernise itself. At a much later 
stage in the history uf the national 
movement, the Congress leadership 
virtually handed over the leadership 
of ihe Muslim masses to the ufemas 
who had till then been confined to 
their .seminaries .md mt>s<jues. It was 
in fact at a conference of the uiema 
that the Jecisinn tu launch the Khila* 
r*M agitation and call for noncoopera* 


tiOQ' WAS t^en. And then, armed 
wirb their support, Candhijt put the 
plan before the Congress. Tne reli¬ 
gious fervour generated by the uie- 
mas diverted the revolt 0 ! the Mo* 
plahs of Malabar into anti*Hindu 
channels and hecume the firsr 
breach in the national unity foiged 
during the Khilafat and noncoopera* 
tion days. 

Not only were the uJcmjs given 
the leadership of the Muslims, ihe 
idiom m which the message of the 
national movement was sought to be 
taken tu the countryside and ihu 
slogans on which the masses were 
sought HI be mobilised dMcrc derived 
from Hindu mythology and t‘\ULS. 
Thus, two contliciing ielij'iou.>i 
ideologiewthe Islamic pviritiiiusm 
of ihe Wuhshi VU'tfui'^ and the reli* 
giuus revivalium of cunservutivu and 
reformist Hindu movemeuts-^amc 
tn culour the emerging natiouul vi* 
Sion. Naiiunali:%m whs radiated tu the 
people Through u rvligiO'puliticui 
prism 

This was thus hound to a^Tuvatc 
•nd cumplicaie group conflict and 
inira*eliic rivalry. Nationalism in¬ 
stead of liecomng a unifying turcu 
became a divisive* fHcior. The Oau* 
dhian formula of ihv two comnun.i* 
ties coming logeilier rbroutdi sepa¬ 
rate mohilisMticm—(i!u* thiuu^h the 
agency of ihe ulernjK aiut the oih«.r 
through ihe Hindu idiom of mu^s 
iommuuication^uuid mu uliminuie 
the causes ol oil her iiroiip iimilu’t or 
intraelite rivalry, but in?.r?ad, it 
served ihe .same iniiposo :ia sepiiiaiu 
electufute which the Curigrcxs 

oppijs^'d. 

The Luvknuw Feci, however, was 
an event which showed loui il:& 
followers utKii ^ycoana of the cuiiy 
Congress IcacafMould liHva rearnv3 
a point of ccuivogenw m their diivi., 
(or madetmsuilor: uf ihe country If 
the Congress leadership had iidi: 
chosen in those early days the short 
cut of cumpartfOeni.disinp. the cxc!.,* 
sive interests u.' !liu ««s.) communities 
and naUunal inLeresi:« und ui seeking 
mnbi)i$;;tiori of Muslim*; ihrough i);e 
agency of the and ot othort; 

through (he Hindu iu. jiii. 

It should however nor be forgot ten 
tiia; tha ftirward linKi hpJ bscl* * 
ward-tagging trendx generated •>>* 
the impact of alien rule were not ikc 
only cctiv? social egcnts. There wau 
the thirs party, tne alien ruler, 
which was all the time manipulating 
to create divisions m the Indian 
society to promote colurial political 
ends. The habits of tlunkjr.g auii 
behkjviucr formed a. a resuU iau 
interplay of these forces tiave per¬ 
sisted after Independence and the 
departure of the third party. In the 
absence of modern mobilisaiion 
tuciiniquec and wzib leliunca on the 
short-cu IS sanciifieii by ivadurs ot 
the past, these habits 6ave become 
stronger in the democratic system 
which rhe Indian people have given 
to themselves. IQ 





Hindus 

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad. headed by the former Maliarana of Udaipur .has 
begun a massive nationwide elTort to "I'estoi'e’* Indian Muslims to the Hindu 
fold. It has already achieved some success in Rajasthan by convincing a few 
thousand Muslims that they ai*© descendedTiom Rajputs; and should take 
their place as Rajputs in Hindu society. UDAYAN SHARMA was presobX. 

dui'in^ one sucJi conversion. 


[T WA<i \\\t iiicht of 
2i Juouury. VVv 
wore ai Suhuwa 

' 111 .< ac III I ht* 
Hvasoi iJiMnci of 
Kauitilian, viMiiig 
III ij |)rifTi.ir.v 
sclumi Irw.jsMvar* 
Jv iriuJriiulil. hut 
rhi* M liool of tlii% 

Mils riouJod with 

villjpM s wi*ro <it< 

irm%, Ihcv v'crt 
Muslim^ and tliev wvi v woti liiiiK a 
speiiiii filui l)viii>t scivciK'd oil Kana 
f’lataji. Ic was not a lihn iliui iit’d out 
by the coiiiincrcial >iulu'>tiv of Horn* 
h;iv; It was a \w\ sjxh rat fiJm, made 
spocdically foi 'ili<> Vishwa Hindu 
I’anshad. lo lu* »hnwri on siub 
.sioiis iihis iMiliwiiUii |M lilt had Iweii 
sent hy iho .'\Kia unit of the Parishad 
to (Ins village). Ii lYJS iiol a short film 
eilhoi; it ran to nrivand a half hours. 
Noi was this rhe only ^uch film; th^rc 
was ariothei one. on Prilhviraj 
Chanhan. Ainl in the intervals dur¬ 
ing wiiiili the ievls were chaiiMs'd. 
onv of the oji’aiiisers of this show 
wouhl up and Kivi' a lecture the- 
ihcnie of which was that ihe Muslims 
who weie sittmt there were ur^hial* 
Iv uppei caste thakui s who had l>eert 
forcihJv cimveiied lo NJam after 
then' forefathers had l>een tortured 
by the Muslim invaders. Stories w’ere 
told alx>iii the valour and bravery of 
the Hindus and cruelty <d the Mus* 
Um '* invaders." And then came the 
Ries^a^e: Hindu society had recently 
become affected by iniquities, for 
which (he organisers asked pardon. 
But today, they were **welcoming the 
return of the Hindu heroes oi old 
back into Hinduism." 

Wiih these W'ords, the .^.000 Mus¬ 
lims gathered there began parcici- 
pating in a Imvan. Vedic verses were 
read out, and (he tihk was applied 
on foreheads. All the new converts lo 
Hinduism began shooting, "Kane 
HratMit ki >ai: Siimii}i PriihsiraJ 
Chauharf ki Jai. “ That w'hole night 
wan spent in havan and keerran. By 
the time the sun rose on 2.) Jamiary, 
(he 3,000 Muslims had become Ke- 
jpu( Hindus. The Vishwa Hindu 


Pori\had. which has liegun a massive 
vfforl to **recoilveri" Muslims niiu 
Hindus had W4 »m iimuhcr battle. 

Bui ihe term that the Parishatl 
nae^ lor this prmess is net conver¬ 
sion nr reconversion; neither is this 
.vh 1 $ titih ikanm {pur i f icat i on i. Thl k 
{ woevss IS called jmx avartap. end ihe 
name has been chi»>en with core*. The 
l^arishatl. which is in the forefront of 
the rvsMi gent mtliiani Hindu nios’e- 
invnt. is lobbying hard to gel all 
conversions iMnned bv lew. hul il 
does not warn to stop the process of 
bringing Muslims back "home" iiuo 
HiiKhiism. Tlicicfore this conversion 
IS not called conversion officrallv. 

The Vikhwa Hindu Parishad came 
into the limelight after hundreds of 
li.iriiaits Ihrcatne Muslims in lOKI in 
Mecnakshipuram. The kSS. which 
has bv now become a semi-polifical 


ami aggressive organisatnut coi 
not hecume im effecrivc vehicle 
pi event &uc li desei tioiis l>y the i 
touch a hies. But w'here the HSS a 
the Hindu MahasabUu failed, i 
Farishiid succeeded. To'begin wj 
ir kept 4 comparu(iv«Jv<U)w-|M'ofi 
Its workers did not overtly emicii 
themselves with anv pofkicai pai 
They made evei y effurr Ht-wirt o* 
ail ihc' castes of Sfiiidu socifity.'Th 
irsfluence spread across the/count 
and liC'CMUsv thuy were iiubt^a tl 

were mine pernicious. 

Headed by (lie furmei 
of l?tl«iipiir. the Pans had Uuiwhe 
three point program/pe. ;af 
. Mvenakshipurum: paxai'orULffi f 
ito sttmuj mein siiyii^ (change 
Hindu society I, and pul u|].AMunt 
of token harijan prients to carry if 
message to the untoucliables. f 


These posters appeared in Kj>asrhaii advocating reconvers/orrs. The map ef 
*‘fijiidu” India on rAa right inciudes Pakistan, Bunn a and Sri Isnka 




4 ^ ^ a 

remote viiijgr 
lighi. Some i.lMii) 
ling iiaiiciiiJv in 








(Iks mmi* mt'Muliriti pniicipie; 
iti>( til S<itc(.l|;v ol I licit ICSIHI* 

VCIMIM)'. ill.II no LiMltl i»S S*! NS 
wolilil huilil u|i lol.u<. llu s ^oi'UIkh 
rhr iii.mIc >1 iDi'l.ikc bv 

uJloiviin; I lie M« I ii<ik''liipcii .im s«»ii 
vcistons to l»e tiiil>lKi>cJ 11 k 
|'.ill\fla<l noiilil uork •(iMi cIi 

JIk tii'<i itKliokJ^o u li.ll n.iN uiiinu 
OI» tiKkli'ii oal oriiv kite 
n'luoi Oh *> \ns «hiilu'T «i Mmtli il.iiK' ii| 
K.il.isiluin oiihlisliril .oi noih rh.ii ih 

NtlS.I^Mori Mr.h ... ii'iH Mun 

Urt' l.ioiilii'N IioImhcoic io the* i.iu if 
vtlccl.l .liul k.llh.<l 1 Kics Ihul It 
rniiirii io ilu' MiimIii ImUI ’\Im»iiI 
kllOll SMI fi Mosjiihs h.»il tU'skueil 
thciiiscKi's ih.itih.io K.iifMiis .ifin 
lilt' »n ,o r.iij ii'ii'Thoiis oil X 
Nos'I'IdI'i'I I Ills Ill'll *|ni|h*j .iImi 

thimicil ili.ii Mil' H.is lilt ihitti mkIi 
tioulioii .. liil Ihi o obnol *i(HHi 

Mlisliillx h.iii K liiriMsI fo lliiulhi'.iii 

ll 11 ,l^ ilh’h ii'|>M| K*ii lli.il |ht> \ isli 


tsa Hindu Purishad had recoil \>rrt«d ' 
S4UIIV iur.iJ Muslim families nf JaMU* 
|Hit il’itai IVatIcsIn to illmhiism. 
Mosi ol I hi* vvorkiTs in (Ins 

o|*c'i.iiMin were iiof f)iv|>iirvil to lalk 
(Ml lUis sMJ»|i*tr. ”ll out V 1 t»lk*KClS 
jiuUlnify. I he Muslim la*apjc uill 
viol col Is ptotcM tvnh (lie tcsuli ihuT 
(hr >iovciiiinrnt uiU Ikoy do mi .nid 
han (he Vishna Himlu I'aiisliaJ to 

plcast* ll. " said one ol llir 'x'liioi' 
olhie htMreis of iIil* l^lJlslla<l He 
.idtled. ~'lhc ke\ to ooi suit css Kill 
It* silcrici.* We .lit* not liHil* like I lie 
ni.jofiis ol Mcc(ukshi|Mir.im olio 
ails ei Used .iml ticaied (lonldc loi 

ill**111 SI*] Yes \Yl* rjills 11.111( hi KOI k 

Koi II 01 V iIk' /t.rf.n.ff fan in K.ii.islU.iii 
h.is 1 k*( 11 ie|>oil«*<l Ol Ihi* pies%" 

I III Ml caoi ..riioo si*tu*i.irv ol the 
K.iiasiU.oi Vishis.i lltiidii KuislMtl 

Ml Moli.iii loslii. a «oie iiitn stiiileni 
.urisisi. lias III llie liirii liislit lor 
((Mill a ti*i\ inoiKhs lit* |i,ol Ih'co 


insiru Aten fat m the conversion to 
Hinduism of the descendants of the 
lost Suntrat of Delhi. Priilivlriij 
Chauhan. Thev had earlier been 
Mehiai Muslims. While Iseiii^ con¬ 
verted to Hinduism ufter the tihk, 
ihev hHik a solemn vow never (u fto 
In for sunmrt or nikah. 

Thaktir Kajthuvir Sinuh Bmidarwii* 
da had presided over this ceremony. 
1 he newly reconverted <ihservt<l a 
outran on the nifiht of Ih Or(ol>ei* 
IhH^ at the temple of buha KuoHcv. 
Mr Mohan Joslii had dcMvciod a 
lecture on inis occasion ihu central 
Ihcniv of which was (hut Hinduism is 
pfcui and the ivoild is ifichiieil to 
.utvpi Hiodii pliilosophv III the 
scaich lot itMl .iiiU liistiii]; ]iencc Mr 
Joshi (old his atulicnee* that iheir 
ancestors ivere nmv cited to Islam 
iiisi to hotnilniie the ihiiknrs in Ka* 
Msihaii 

riic wnpam h of Kathipui a villajte. 


‘The history of Islam and 
Christianity has been written 

with swords’ 

Uilii HarniuJ>aiil;il lolls UDAYAN SHARMA 


f .1 f.i f/.ti mo 
/i.M'/.i/ /I I he 
Cl lit *1 a 1 si'i f <>r.ri V 
' f / he \ ishxt a 
Unohi r.itiih.id 
u/m« oim ItHtks iff 
It I r/if F.ius/utf'^ 

n‘nii,if oltice lit 

rhe i.ipiMf He 
lias one of the 
Ul.iiii oicaroi' iv iht "itxooref' 
sjMu" 1 af/i^i .o hi 0.0 Ol HjiJsth.iil. 
U ht'ii hi* itis’ S.M 1 itic. he was ve/ v 
.oi^ji 1 th.o .1 /iro'OMii. and til pai* 
tn id.n fill' li.iif oiao.iCtif lo hreaih 
the M/Jc III 'Ciirci that the 
/'.tljs/i.r<^ had cica/rd -tituiiuf flm 
iriffiU'iix Hi'' III'■I ii'.urioii nj.s. '7 

uit/ ask \liiliaiui r.Mohan 
nht loo M«'/<* iH-niviit'tf to fake 
p/»titoc*fa/*h' hi‘to '* He »vai luitial/v 
mn lit >ili j>i I’pa/r-d to i.dk j/xiot the 
ieiontersnats. hui otKe hedtd sr.ot 
t.lJkiiiK- hr i/nj nor stop to/ tnn 
hiili/v /Ills, in c’ssetiLe. is his es 
fthnaiioii ol uh.ir is happimn/c 
''OiineiMull In iiheii j iier^on 
4»llpin.»kU lK*lort;'oi|; li* t.iit l«'lK(t«M 
chaoyos Iroie hi-, onunia] leliftom 
111 u new one Mheii rlu* sjiiiv pvi 
. 1*011 alter >oniC'lime leUiiils to Jus 
oriftinai leliUMMi. p in jMrai.oran, 
<We oppoNo coiueiNjiMi not paiaiar 
Ian. It IS not ihnr cooirtsions haw 
taken pluic* foi ihe Inst rtmc in this 
jcounlr^ CttnvefsMins have laken 
place eailwr also, hut we husc* 


iiiAii .ippieclated ilic'fn. Kill we 
liecc'i oh tec ted to tlM*m l>ccaus(.* 
even allei iomvcimoh. cunveitet's 
remained .iirachiNl to India and 
.rlwavs coiisideied ihc'nis<*lvi*s to Ik* 
liidMii cili/ens Bur the Mc'enaksin* 
IHMjni coiiveision was hHniciht al> 
out hv V a nous types of induce¬ 
ments ll was out simply a conver* 
Sion liui a plot to induce anti* 
naliuii.il reeliiiji, ChunKJiip the 
name ot the v illagv and ojkoiiik nn 
Arabic schiml direcih imply this. 
As ilii> C1MI version was Oruughi ah* 
uut vxiili the help of foreign money, 
iliv initiators ot the Meenakshipur* 
am conversion weie onrslders. This 
was an ariempi to disintegrate Hin¬ 
du suciets; 

**1 jtlmn that hireigticrs are not 
solelv to blame. Hindu society is 
equally at fault In the course of 
time, me I ihou sands of vears. def* 
terences crujipc'd up in Ihe society 
lieiause ol various reasons. These 
were enconr.rgs'd taiei on bv Bri¬ 
lls hers A lew- 111 oiir religious pan- 
thes tiiitiafiii ths- noicepl of un> 
loiicliabiliis I Ik* iisiilt was that 
the roots ot rm</j*/r(*t*ih established 
themselves deep into the societv. 
We weie iindei the nnpiession that 
(lie things will change fni the Itetter 
alter imlepeiidence Itecanse fore* 
igneis had niilised tins weakness of 
ovrsiKieiv ami had e neon raged the 
same But u nil It tuii.iielv our society 


fuither split into sinies. leligions 
.Old liiigoisiii segments .iirei 1747 

Wirh a view to fight and eradicate 
such evils, (he Visliwa Hiiidii 
I'arishad was established. Its ftiuiiit* 
ers were. Dr K. M Minisln, l»iifu 
(tolvalkar. Mastei T.ira Singh, 
Saint Tukion. Haiiomaii Prusnd 
Poddiir. Sir C r. Ramaswtfmi Iyer. 
Swam: Chinmavananil. Dwariku. 
.Shrmgari, Kamakoti .lyudsh and 
the Shnnkaracharva of (a>vai<Miaii 
l>ceth. Jain Muni Sushd Kumarii, 
respected Dalai Lama and MrM. M. 
Apte. 

‘7 find fhtr^ivaruiii lustified Ik** 
cause Hindu society has never re¬ 
mained PKpati.sionist in character. 
W'e neither attempted to ocs upy imv 
other'll territory nor destroyed 
ihcir culture even when we had 
cupunded ourselves to Africa. 
Ashoka and Samudracupta wcni 
far and wide, but came hack to 
India. TUI date, we have never 
constructed a temple hy breaking u 
church or a movri'd.We have never 
requited 1(1 violeiisefm ibec.iiiseof 
religion, whereas the history of 
Islam and Chrisimiiity has neon 
wntieti with swords. In Liighiiid, 
even today, no member of the rosal 
family can marry n Roman Cntho* 
lie. It IS my challengi* to America to 
elect d black or a Jewr President. 
We are only bringing back our own 
people with the aid of /Mravartan/' 
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Mr Nur Khan« aruiounced that he was 
retuniing tg the 'Kshatriya vansh' of 
hi5 ancestors. He renamed himself 
Narendra Sin^h. The president of 
this roconversign cei’cmony was the 
retired lieutenant general and presi¬ 
dent of ttu-* Rajasthan Vishwa Hindu 
Pafishad. Mr Umrao Singh. Mr 
Mohan Toshi read out the names of 
ISOO Muslims belonging to the 
cheetah caste who had declared 
themselves chauhans in Khedt vil¬ 
lage on U September 19SV 
Mr Mohun Ju&hi lives in Jaipur in 
(WO rooms at the back of a large villa 
belonging to L( Gen Unirao Singh. A 
great hefievor in simplicitv, he al¬ 
ways sleeps on the flotir. There is an 
oil painting of Guru Govind Singh 
prominently displayed and naintmgs 
of Krishna in various m<>oas and in 
different Mstiircs. The room is plas¬ 
tered wiin posters of the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad in different Ian 

E iiages: Hindi. Tamil, Malayalam. 

nnoudo, TcUigu. MarathU Gujarati. 
Heiigali. Oriya, A.ssamese. flnglish 
and Gurmukhi. Mr Mohan Joshi was 
not, however ready to speak en the 
subject of converKums. Perhaps he 
believed this would jeopardise the 
cause of the Vishwa Hindu Parivhad. 

After the conversion^ at Meennk- 
shipuram. the Vivhwa Hindu 
Parishad activated all its units 
throughout the country tu etnanci- 

S iaie the people uf averv slate A 
t>Jder hearing three maps wasdistri- 
huted all uver the country. One map 
showed India during the Mahahhar 
uta era, which depiciesi Kampuchea 
as Kamboj, Saudi Arabia as 
Arabc.stau and Mecca as Mecceswar. 
The other map was entitled: * Muslim 
orgunisaiionH in India.' In the third 
map It was alleged that Christians 
were trying to establish a 'Christiaii- 
land' ill India. This pamphlet was 
distributed throughout the cuuntry. 

This "jdnaratf ahhryan** was tar¬ 
ried out In Rajasthan from 27 March 
to April. 1982. During 1981 and 1982 
Lt Gen. Umrao Singh. Mr Mohan 
Joshi und ihe former Maliarana of 
Udaipur spread the mes.sage over 
10,000 Rajasthani villages with the 
aid of their colleagues. The prop¬ 
aganda of the Vishva Hindu 
Parishad was on the same lines as 
the Jamaat-Mslami. 

According to Mr Mohan Joshi. 
“Wherever Christians and Muslims 
went, they tried to annmilate the 
original inhdbitams of the land. To¬ 
day, the original inhabitants and 
their culture is all but facing extinc¬ 
tion. The spread of Islam destroyed 
several cultures, li did not make use 
of a proper dialogue or conviction to 

attain cunversiun. 

“Christians entered India through 
trade and cummerce. but they did 
not build either a secular (society) or 
a state based on the ideas of Jesus 
Christ. Muslims umured Indians— 
Hindus from the (time of the) king¬ 
dom of Ghouri to Aurangieb. Bad- 
sheh Akbar was the only oveeption. 
Hinduism {i not e religion, but a 


Where Muslims are over 


10% of the population 




A.NDHI14 PRADESH: Hyderabad 38,1 % Vijayawada 10%. Guntur 18.2 
Wdiangal 18.3%, Kurnool 34.4’^.. Nellore 19.2% and Nisamabed 29.S%. 
ASSAM: Gauheti 10%. 

BIHAR: Patna U.7V Jamshedpur 14.2%, Gaya 19.8%, Ranchi 21.9%, 
Bhagalpur 30.2%, Darbhanga 2S'V« Muzaffarpur 20.4%, Monghyr 15.6% 
and Binarsharif 35.8%. 

GUJARAT: Ahmedabad 14.6'V. Surat 17 ',., Vadodara U.9%, Bhavnagar 
12.S*» aitd Jamnagar 20.6%. 

JAMMU and KA^MIR: Srinagar 85.8%. 

KERALA: Cochin 8.3%, Trivandrum 10.S%, Calicut 33.3%, Alleppey 16.2% 
and <^ilon 16.1%. 


MADHYA PRADESH: Indore 12-4%, Jabalpur 12,$%, Gwalior . 8.5V 
Bhupal 36 6%. Ujiain 20,4%, Raipur ll.r ,, Sagar l6.r “ * - 




Ujiain ^u.«%, Kaipur ii.i',, oigar iu.i%, Ratlam 13.9 
ond BurhaiiMr 4£.7,%. ^ . v* 

MARARAffiTRAt Gf^ater Bombav 9vpur 9.1^^ Poona 8.9%, 

Sholapur I6.S ",>. AWavati l7.2%.|ii»leM0h ^.5^. Akb')^7.2%, Auranga¬ 
bad 35.1%, Ohuha24.9%, Handed 36.7 *>., Ahmadnagar 14.8%.Sanglj 14.7% 
and Jaltf on 14 9%. i ' - s/ 1 • w • i h 

MYSORE: Bangalore City Corporafiotvnnd Tnst Board AM 14.8%,-HtiblL p 
Dharwar 23.6%, Mysore 19.9%, ^tgaum 16.4%. Mangalore 10'8%, Gulber- 
ga 42.2%. Bellary 30.4%, Davanagere 13.2%, BiJ4p^Jr 33.2% and Shimoga 
20 6 %. 

ORISSA: Cuttack 111' 


^1* 




Bikaner 17.8' 


V 


RAJASTHAN: Jaipur 18.7%, Jodhpur 18.2%, Kota 16.8' 
and Udaipur 10.9^-. 

TAMIL NADU: Madras 8.5%. Madurai 7.6'% Coimbature 10,2Vellore 
18.7% and TimnelveJi 12.T',u 

UTTAR PRADESH: Kanpur 20%, Lucknow 27.7%. Agra 16,40%, Varanasi 
25.9%, Allahabad 23.8%,^reilly 3S.8 V., Meerut 36.7'% Moradabad 
Aligarh 33 3%, Gorakhpur 26%. Saharanpur 38.6%, Jhansi 11.4".., Rainpu»'W 
71.9'V, Shahjahanpur 45.4 'm. Pirorabad 40'S. Mathura 14.4"... GhifiiUmT 
10.6%, Muzaffarnagar 29.3% Minapur<um-Vindhyachal 18.7Fairabad- 
cum-Ayodhva 20% and Farrukhabad-cum-Katehgarh 25.7'V. ^ , 

WEST BENGAL: Calcutta 14 2%. Howrah 10.3 ".,. Bhatpare l4!4%. 
Kamarhaii 18.3'-,, Asansol 24.8%, Garden *Reach 60.5 ’,. and Burdwgp.l' 
11,4'., , .1. .^'ir 

DELHI: Delhi 7.4% and New Delhi 2.V',<. 

Source 1971 cenava 



natinnaiity. Religions are Jainism. 
Sanatanism. Sikhism and Vai$hnav- 
ism. Ours, that is all these religions, 
w.is never o|iressive. But Islam had 
always desired total cgntrrvl. The 
creariun of Pakistan was only be¬ 
cause of the fact (hat a large portion 
of the population was Muslim. 
Christians distributed not unly medi- 
cines in the tribal* belts, but made 

The nvooversfow evr^mony 


the rribals not only anti-Iiidian, hut 
also fanatics. Wc fear that both these 
cum muni tics are trying to divide the 
nation in the name of Conversion. We 
do nr>t find any fault with Indian 
Christians ur Muslims. But there are 
few politically misguided persons. 
They sow the seetls of division, initi¬ 
ated by foreign powers. "Dulles had 
thought of a scheme to contain com¬ 
munism. He had toyed with the idea 
of consiructing of a harrier. To attain 
this end. he used the American 
Peace Corps and PL 480 to prepare 
some Indians loyal tu that cause. 
Then Muslim conversion was called 
for in Rabat in 1969. Again in 1972, 

such conversions were vailed f«»r und 
Tunku Abdul Rehman of Malaysia 
was made in-charge of Souih-Kasi 
Asia. He is still fighting his battle 
against Buddhism m this area " 

Mr Mohan Juhhi. asked to com¬ 
ment on-how reconversions started 
in Rajasthan, began to write the 
word parevai’tan (re-ciinversi<nO. fur 
fb hrm* ebrt version **oT MusTirhno 
Hinduism was the first condition. 
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The Vishwi Hindu Parishad pre* 
pared a Jis( of ail !*uch converted 
tribes of Muslims who could be pur 
suaded to parjvdrtan. There are a 
numhei o( tribes in Kajasthan who 
still remember that their ancestors 
were rhakiirv The Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad orjtanised camps at which 
(hey (old them that most of (heir 
customs (tnd tiuditions were Hindu 
ond thev were descendants of those 
Ihnkurs and landlords who were 
forced to become Muslims after 
beine defeated in war. ''Initially^ 
when your ancestors opposed (con* 
version), rhev were asked to observe 
surioat and loJd that they would be 
spared. Rut that wa> une of the tricks 
to trap you." In thi.s manner the 
Vishwn Hindu Parishad identified 
all such villages in Rajasthan where 
Aluslims were considered tu be de* 
scendanis of Rajputs. The Mco Mus¬ 
lim of Alwar and (he Kayamkhani 
Muslims of ,lhunjhunu were believed 
to luivv (hakur ancestors. Likewise 
the cheetns of Aimer were thoMithi to 
he desrvM Jiints of Rajputs. The Mus 
lims ot the ('aJi tnbv were told that 
they had earliei been Meenas und 
had lought in the army of king 
Homir 

All ihvse inhcs were fed the line 
ihai till 1*147 thev had continued to 
oh SCI AC ,a ItMst ko pel ten I of the 
Hindu iiistoms and ri.iditKins. but 
hcLiinsv <n sinoKir mtd nik.th fanatic 
Hindus hud lelUMHi 1 o aiknowIcdKc* 
rhern ,is Muuliis. 


They were told: '^Pundits did* not 
visit your hou.scs even tboujth you 
people, besides observing vunnat 
and nikah, also observed /langa ki 
cheri. You celebrated Diwali besides 
celebrating Id.'* According to Mr 
Mohan Joshi. **The Muslims of these 
tribes are Muslims only fur sunnat 
and nikah." Cheeta, mehrat and 
kathat Muslims are spread over two 
tehsits of Pali Jetaran and Raipur 
and the whole of Ajmer district. 
Tltey are found in Udaipur as well. 
The rawat Muslims who are found in 
the tehxit of BhUwara. consider 
themselves to he descendants of 
chauhaiik. 

Now the Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
turned iheir attention to the younger 
geiicratum. Ja/grati abhiyun fortnight 
and Priihviraj Chauhan anniversary 
fortnight committees, were fnimeil 
and divided into four giuups. Somali 
villages were groupesl under 1% cen¬ 
tres. At each of these centres u film 
on Prithviraj Chauhan was screened, 
and processionvand community din¬ 
ners were oiganised On some of 
these occasions. Ioanna Naresh. and 
Raimata l^xmikuinari Chudawat 
also piutjcipaied In I9H2. i he former 
M.iharuria of Jodhpur pi chided over 
une such occasion. An at nioNghvie 
was thus ciealcd to slum the |Miieri 
tiul '‘onverts ihat kings and iiileis 
also considered them to bu Kuipuis, 
The Vishwa Hindu Parishad's big¬ 
gest success look placs* on II 
Sepicmiwr I^Ht in Khaiakedi viJ 


lage. near Pushkar, Aimer. Thera. 
ISOO cheeta Muslims accepred 
Hinduism. 

Their second success was reported 
un .^0 January. 1982 at Tantiawas 
village. 24 km from Jaipur. There, 80 
Muslims from 2$ families accepted 
Hinduism. Then on 11 July 1982, In 
Ajaypal. Ajavsar. Misiniya. Bhavta, 
Sendaria vilfages. 600 persons be* 
longing to J2S cheeta Muslim fami¬ 
lies declared themselves the descen¬ 
dants of Prithviraj Chauhan and be¬ 
came Hindus. The organisers of this 
re-conversion were the Chauhan Ra¬ 
jput Sabha and the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad. 

The largest buch re-con version was 
held on 7 A ugust, 1982 in Jolpura, 18 
km from Hyavia. On this occasion, 
the vcenc of Chori's death was 
screened and re-screened several 
tlmei». The next day. 3,100 persons 
belonging to iOO families of Kolpura. 
Bakhtpur. Bhimgaih. Pdtan. Shiv- 
pura itod Kaiunpura left Islam diid 
accepted Hinduism, lluring these 
piDceeilings, Thakui OnkHi Ringh i;i 
retired IAS officer!, Mr Miinsiiigh 
Bavaru of the Rjthod Kajpiii Sabhn 
imd ShankHrlal jrid others 

well* present. On .1 Ottohci. 19S2. 
iilMjut 2400 persons from 400 families 
in Aimur cievlarvil themnulves 
CliMuha/iN As one office lieorer of 
fhePJD^Ii.id summed up; ** We da not 
re*Lonv(-rt one or two. The udvuniage 
of rvccmverliiig an enure village is 
tliul ru» ieiivM»r>s are ere a led." 0 


The Virat Hindu Samaj has no 

political motives 


Dr Karan Sin^h, president of the Virat Hindu Samaj, on the present situation 

and his place in it. 


THK Vir.iT Hindu 
Samjj IN not a 
communal orga- 

^ nisatjon. It is a 

federating unit 
for different Hin¬ 
du orgaiiiNaimns. 
This. in fact. is a 
furum to bring 
-—■ i together various 

factions of (he Hindu community 
irrespective of their class, caste or 
polnical ieunings. It should at the 
some uute 1 ^ Uaciheii iImi the 
Samu) h.iN ru*iilu‘r (loliiical motives 
nor IS It against aciy other religion 
hence it should iiui l>c dragged into 
(he coriTrovei'Nv of l>eing communal 
or nor 

Till now ihc Samai has orgarxisvd 
four cunveritMoiN and the idea waN 
to crearc mi niniosphere nf prrde 
amongsnhe Hindus As a matter of 
fact, Hindus had some kind of 


jhvnp (awkwardness) in calling 
themselves Hindus. We (ordc this as 
a challenge. The Hindus should be 
proud of the fact that they arc 
Hindus. This m no way should he a 
matter of shame for them. A Mus¬ 
lim prides himself un being a Mus¬ 
lim. A Christian is also proud of 
being a Christian. Why nut a Hin 
du/ If Hindus who cunstiiuie 82 per 
cent of Indiari population have no 
self respect what would happen to 
the self-respect of the nation. It is 
xnoie than clear thai w*e are not 
wfifking to hurt anyime's rtdigious 
beliefs. Our attempt is to reform 
the Hindu community by removing 
the Kuntiyan. 

As far as paravartan (reconver¬ 
sion) is concerned, the Vtrat Hindu 
Samaj has no direct reletiot) to H. A 
number of other orgaitisationa are 
involved in it hut we are not 


opposed to II either. Religion is 
anyone’s personal affair, a matter 
of individual belief. Who chooses (o 
believe which rehgion is none of my 
conc’ern. But those who had left our 
community fur one reason or the 
other are. however, willing to come 
back, if anyone wants to come back 
to his original religion on his own 
volition, he is welcome The Virat 
Hindu Snmaj welcomes their re¬ 
turn. 

S<i far HN ihe Meenakshipuram 
conversions are concerned, it was 
not the first time. Though there 
have been conversions earlier also, 
(he Meenakshipuram case became 
controversial for being rightly or 
wrongly linked with Arab money. 
What added fuel to the fire was a 
report in a Kuwait newspaper that 
Hurijans are appropriate to be con¬ 
vert^ into hlam. 







Punjab: Delusions of 
discrimination? 


Or. is there basis in the Akali argrument? HARPAL SINQH BEDI answers 



IN the Iasi few 
vear$ there has 
been a great deal 
of debate over 
The rise of Sikh 
cominunalism. 
The emergence of 
Sant Jarnail 
Singh Bhiodran- 
wale aae militant 
leader, the use of slogans saying 
Sikhs are a seperare nation, the 
demand for Khalistan. the anti* 
smoking agitation, the acts of vio¬ 
lence in Punjab, and the hijacking of 
aircraft, are some of the instances 
cited to prove that communalism is 
on the increase among Sikhs. In 
India, the main cause for the rise of 
communalism Is attributed to social, 
economic and religious discrlmina* 
lion. Thus the Sikhs heve clearly not 
been dlKnminared on any of the 
above grounds. Those who talk, 
therefore, of Sikh communalism are 
baffled because, according to them, 
there are no apparent reasons for it. 
The Sikhs, they argue, are the most 

f rosperoui people In the country. 

hey are well represented in the 
services. In nortbmdla, they virtual* 
Iv control some of the industries and 
they are socially and religiously well 
integrated into the o^instream of 
Indian society. Thus, there seems to 
be more than meets the eye behind 
the rise of Sikh communalism. 

To go into the genesis of the prob¬ 
lem, one has to understand a few 
basic facts. The first is the Sikh 
belief that they have not been so far 
accepted as a separate religion by 
the Hindus. Sikhism has been called 
an eatension and a more militant 
form of Hinduism; the implication is 
that Sikhs are no longer required to 
return to the original fold (Hindu* 
ism). The basic emphasis of the Hin¬ 
du leadership is that all the Sikh 
gums were Hindus till the tenth guru 
convened them to the Khaise pantb 
to protect the Hindus from the 
onslBu^ts of the Mughals who were 
"bellbeat to convert uiem to Islam.** 

Ib the early Twenties, the Arye 

Samaj movement was starts with 
the avowed intent loo of bringing the 
**Sikh brethren back to the and 
diey did succeed to some eatcnt. but 
the movement had a backlash and 
the Sin^ Sabha movement was 
started to counter the effects, of 
*nedu iolluenca over Sikhism.* 
During this lime a prominent Sikh 
leader wrote hia famous paper enri* 


lied: Hum Hindu Nnhin ffei/i (We 
are not Hindus) and the divisions 
between the two communities 
started coming out into the open. 
After Independence, the Akalis. due 
to the shortsighted policies of the 
Congress, became the sole cham¬ 
pions of the Sikh cause in Punjab. 

Although the Akalis continueo to 
win a large number of seats in the 
stare elections they realised that on 
their own they could never hope to 
capture power in Punjab unless it 
became tne Sikh majoritv state. So, 
unwittingly a linguistic demand for 
the creation of the Punjabt subs. 
becaoie a communal issue The more 
vocal the Akalis* demand for the 
Punjsbi subs became, the more the 
Punjabi Hindus opposed It with 
equal vehemence. Matters came to 
such a pass that in the census, the 
Puniabi Hindus of the state put their 
mother tongue as Hindi. 

When the Akalis failed to get Pun- 
tsbt subs, while other slates were 
oeing created on the basis of lan¬ 
guage, the Akaii Dal started the 
propaganda that Sikhs were being 
discriminated against and that the 
**H Indus were bent on destroying the 
religion.” Delay in tbe creation of 
the Puojsbi subs was one of the 
major reasons which fuelled the fires 


of cociununahsm among the Sikhs. 
Till today, most Sikhs in^njab have 
not forgotten that the “Punjab/ subs 
was created after Jot of sacrifices 
because it was demanded by the 
Sikhs.* The formation of the suba 
could not help the Akalis win power. 
The Akalis were divided into Jat and 
non-Jat groups. To their chagrin the 
non-jat aikhs formed the solid vote 
bank of the Congress. 

The increasing influence of the 
Nirankaris, Radha Swamis and other 
sects among the Sikhs added to their 
discomfort. The Sikhs were also sad* 
died with t^e caste system although 
their religion was based on the con* 
cept of a casteless society* It will be 
no exaggeration to say that the Aka* 
lls played an important role in inject* 
ini the caste system in the Sikhs in 
order to gain votes. The Akalis paid 
little beM to the ^wing influence 
of the Nirankaris. Thus when the Dal 
started its movement against them, 
it surprised a Jot of people. The 
Niranaaris allege that the Akalis 
came tu them for help during elec¬ 
tions a number of times. The green 
revolution and growing prosperity in 
the Slate added new dimensions to 
the problem. Large numbers of Sikh 
youths started discarding Jong hair 
and their turbans. It was no longer 


Religious feeders Syed Abdults Bukhari (in dark glasses i and Sam 
Bbindrsnwate ai (he Amritsar Oolden Temple 







Sikhs demcssMfstdsii: dcmnod for s 
s^pmr$t0 Sikh WJien _ 

unu«u«l 10 MO Sikh yotftho MMkiM 
oponJy. Tkii tmd u|Mot tho Akofl 
lotdortklo but it wti liolploMi obo. 
moil of iko ninJ poopU who wont 
obfood fOM yp m torboa. Mom 
woro Joa foktod to ikt Akoli 
Icodo^ip. Thiu it wti not surprb* 
inf to MO tbo rolodm oad cloM 
frlondt of th¥ dofoadort o< tbo faith 
fivliif up tbo boiic totwtt aod still 
Doteg acc opto d by thorn. Tbo Akalia 
woro caught in a mioos cir^. At 
homo* tb^ callod for fttertfico to 
pretoct Slfchiwi but tboj could not 
ask tboir own non to adhere to the 
reUfieiL 

The erthodoa and conservative 
elements amonf tbo Sikhs, irrospeC' 
tivo ol their partv tifibetieo, were 
deeply concerned with this trend 
and^ aoyboik «dko talked of defend¬ 
ing the faith with a missionaiy wel 
was welcomad. The advent and lubs* 
queai nopulanty of Sant Bhindraa* 
wiOesbeuldbo seen in this CMtext. 
"Sikh coBinmnalism," said avetetan 
hlMortaa, "should be viewed in a 
different eootot. It is not typical 
commaaalitB Uko Hindu versus 
Muslim or Chrisdao . It b a desper¬ 
ate Mbmpt to save dm rebgioB.* 
Tho idea bablad tha cry of *Sikhs are 
a norioa* shoeld bo soon in this 
cootoxt, he odded. 

lut bow long Gon a religion be 
suetaioed on sun aticadoas and by 
troojiBg rallgioei lervotf. OortoJ 
Singh tnr, a TCong 1A8 effkor who 
hae resigned &a poet and is new eo 

advisor to the Al^ Del said: "A 


and is new eo 
Del said: "A 


religion can only sorvf vo if its people 
undoracaod i|a i^erbwi tromdena, 
hilgy and bs Mosni Wa are vying 


tho Mbs abeot this. But one 
should bo lb M*s pmoMtve. 
Thoaa Hiaisi will cm lot ns hve in 
India ai Sikhs. Thav want to dosiro> 
us. We are net Hindus and this nusi 
bo OMda door.” 


lus and this must 


When libiil what grvvaocos tht 
Slkbs bavo or wboAar Aoy woro all 
iifginafy, Gurtoj Singb said: "!fo» 
they are real One ^toald not fo by 
the data and oadttia providM by 
tho government The Sikai are being 
viemBisod in every sphere of life 
very si^dy." He UsM the trio- 
vancoe: Sdkha ire still govemod by 
the Hindu Marriage Act, PropMty 
Act and are dubbro as pan ot the 
Hindu socles although they have 
thdr own rol^ious coda; Punjab it 
bemg discrinuaatod against bacauae 
ii is a Sikhdominatoo ana; Sikhs 
wart created as ilieM and insulted 
during the Asian the refuni 

of tbe govonflMctogrurabolydcy 
status to Amritsar while Haimar 
and Varanasi are; and the river dls- 

K ta; Cbiradigarb u not transforad to 
pjab simply bacouio "Sikhs are 
deaandiAg tnat£ than have been 
Mveral eticeuAtcrs and many omrir- 
Aon (bapdaadi; Sikba ware killed 
and no irmiiry has been held while 
w h a n 000 Riwki was killed the cen¬ 
tre and tbe state goveroaMAts 
started herasaog ^ £khs. Tbe CM 
Darben Siogh, too placed Hindus in 
top positiofu in the siete and every 
Sikh is suspected by the govonimont. 
Punjab has been dolibmtely kept 
indwtriaily backward and now tbo 
govormmant 4lw> wanu to control tbo 
gurudwgras While tbe Akalia may 
claim that their movement is not 

X insi any other religion they have 
nated im Hindus rrom the Sikhs. 
Tbo division is clear and, perhaps, 
permanent. The Sikh grievancei, 
real or imaginary, have led to a 
movement frao v^kh ihd Akalis 
may find it difficult to get out. Tbe 
extremist elements era now very 
strong in the party and wiIL in the 
absence of any programme, be likely 
to keep up the communel tension in 
Che state. Tbe Hindus, in turn, ere 
not helping to solve the problem. 
Tbe continuous harping that Sikhs 
arc Hindus has alMated even the 
most moderate of Sikhs. 

The Iragody of Punjab is chat tbe 
major communities. Hindus and 
Sikhs, have gone through the trauma 
of a comnutiial holocaost but they 
hove not loarat any l a tsons , as a 
PuBiabi Jouraaliir* marked. Iba 
Akoii attempt to raiso tho slogan, 
"The panCh is in danger* does not 
earry any convicrinn becaine whan 
thm wore in pow er they hardly 
bouia r odabootraoaodo m a ii d t Com- 
munalisB omong Sikhs will grow 
more rapidly if Hindus do not change 
choir attitude towards dsem. The 
recent Hindu conveodon in Amritstf 
procidod over by Dr Karao g»*g K has 
created more problems then mving . 
them. We must realise that one m | 
tho meat prosperous commuaidee of ' 
India is fighting to maintain a diff^ 
rant identity, we muet try to under* 
Mond them. But tho demands of tho 
Akalis ere not as rimple os they are 
being mode out to bo. Tho Muslim 
League also started in the same way 
b ef ora partHmi. 
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Dharmavardm silk sarees. The famed pure^silk 
wedding attires from Andhra Pradesh. With j 
enchanting zarl motifs woven into ^ 

rich borders. The perfect adornment for 
the traditional bride. 








Assam: The roots 
of the violence 

In Assam, the HSS, along with elements of what is now the BJP, swung into 
action after the agitation began. Drawing on the fact that the majority of the 
suspected foreigners are Muslims, they combined to sow the of fresh 

discord, reports SEEMA GUHA fromOauhati 



- i ASSAM’S poliii- look ai ih« state aver since 

clans and politic* the Janata came to power in the I97II 
al parlies have Assembly elections. However, it was 
been successfully only when the movement against 
cut to size by the alleged foreign nationals began in 
^ A>sain agitations Assam that elements of what is now 

In the last three the BJF, plus the KSS swung into 
v^^rs. But it has action. Drawing on in the faci that a 
not been able to majority of the suspected foreigners 
* restrict the arc Muslim, the RSS-BJP combine 
irowth and expanMun of communal attempted to take maximum advan* 
jrganisations like the RSS. the BJP, tage of this in sow the seeds of 
:he Jamiur i Ulema*j*Hind and the communal discord among the peo- 
Jamaat c IsUinu The very nature of pie. The RSS chief. Balasaneb 
he Assam movement provides fer heoras. openly proclaimed that 
:Ue ground for these dangerous com* Assam was in danger of being en* 
nunal urguiiisations to take root and gulfed by Muslims and unless ^Hin* 
)reed. du Raj" was brought about, the en* 

Neil her ihc RSS nur rhe RJP had . tire north east was doomed to be 
iiu nuticeable presence in Assam overrun by Muslim infiltrators. This 
>Mor lu the agitJium though both inflammaiorv speech harping on the 
liv organisations had begun taking a prospects of me Hindus being re* 

I '('iVK'4»MA'>mK*rron.* hfjufcs Assam 




duced to a minority in the state 
echoed the latent fears of many 
Assamese. The creation of Bang* 
ladesh—more so its reversion tu an 
Islamic state—and the growth of 
Muslim fundamentalism aTl over the 
Islamic world have made sections of 
Hindus in Assam rather apprehen* 
sive and easy piey to the BJP RSS 
propaganda While the RSh blatant* 
ly fans these fears the BJP is more 
subtle about it though often it too 
throws caution to the wind and 
speaks out explicitly against the 
Muslims. 

That this kind uf sentiment 
appeals to some sections of the peo¬ 
ple IS borne out by the fact that 
while three years ago the RSS had no 
organisation worth rhe name in 
Assam, today tt runs at least iOO 
regular sh9khMS all over the state. 
The RSS has been organising train* 
ing camps and meetings in the state 
for the last three years many of 
which are attended by central lead¬ 
ers like Balasaheb D^ras or other 
party luminaries like K. H Siumar 
Ayu, K. A. Sudershan, Santa Ram 
Bnati. As early as 1981 the RSS had 
held as manv as 27 training camps in 
The state. The RSS has attempted to 
spread its activities all over Assam 
including Cachar and the hill dis* 
tricts. In September last year RSS 
meeringi were organised at Nalbari, 
Dhubri. Gauhati and Dibrugarh. In 
all tbeM meetings the RSS leaders 
stressed the point chat the Muslims 
were the main enemies of the people 
as they threatened to turn Assam 
into a Muslim maioriiy state. From 
9*15 October, anotner high'level RSS 
delegation led by Mr Deoras himself 
loured Assam The people were told 
to unite es Hindus arid forget (be 
differences of language, caste and 
provinces, if they wisn^ to survive 
the Muslun • nslaught in the region. 

However, nmeh more important is 
the RSS and ihc BJP presence in the 
state. The 8,1 claims to have a 

membership nf 40t000, of which 
2,ClOOare active mamben. They also 
have units m every iub*diTlsm of 
Assam thout:li maov ol tbM art not 
really funcuonal. unlike In the past 
when (he 8IP following in Assam 
was more < > less confined to the 
Marwari ir^^^ing coBununJry. today 
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in AiMiR csnnot now be aiccmhied. 
The mecbet of many BJP leaders 
were hl^ly irreepoflcible aM-raised 
coDunanal tension. Addresaing a 
ma etini at Jorhat on 18 February, 
bCr Vajpayee told an appreciative 
audience that ^bidtshis (fore* 
imers)** are ruling the roost in 
Assam and there were two 
‘'bidea/ijs* to the last Anowara 
Taimur ministry. His reasons: when 
questioned on this point in Parlia 
ment, the then home minister Giani 
Singh had said, "We will ex* 
■mine the matter." By making base* 
less accusations and throu^ Innuen* 
dos and suttestions the BJP loaders 
tried to vitiate the atmo^here. Mr 
Vajpayee went on to ask as to what 
kind of state was Assam when 
"bidesb/s" not only became voters 
but also ministers. He pointed out 
that in Punjab if any "bfdesbrs" 
entered, they would be arrested and 
put in Jill within 12 hours or be cut 
into pieces and thrown in the fields 
by I he villagers. If this sort of speech 
did not incite anti-Muslim feeling, 
what else could? 

The activities of Hindu communal* 
Isis have also led to the growth of 
Muslim communaJiim in the state. 
Organisations like the Tablique 
Jamaat have made use of the reli* 
gious platform to propagate com* 
munal views. While tne JamiaM 
Ulema*i*Kind had always b^n more 
popular in Assam and had more or 
less acted as a front for the Congres* 
s(l). ihe activities of the more com* 
munal Jamaa(*e-lslami have in* 
creased in the last three years. Mus¬ 
lims have been told that they have 
always been persecuted and unless 
they close ranks and act together 
their future would be jeopardised. 
The Jaaaat*e*lslairu has bean active 
in minority pockets in Nowgong and 
Ooalpara as well as among the 
young, especially, the followers of 
the iUl Assam Minority Students 
Union. Just as the RSS and the BJP 
have b^n advocating the boycott of 
elections, the Jamaac*e*lslami and 
the Jamiat-i*UIema-i*Hind have been 
asking Muslims to go out and voce. In 
a meeting held in Dibrugarh some¬ 
time back (he Tablique Jamaat also 
discussed the prospects of Muslim 
caodidates, esjMciaily those having 
links with the Jamaat, in the elec¬ 
tion. On 28 and 29 January, the 

J amaat held meeting in Ran^a and 
lukalmua, respectively. It has also 
been reported that in certain areas 
in Nowgong, weapons have been col* 
lected and stored in mosques at the 
instigation of the Jamaai*e'lsUmi. 

With an uneasy calm prevailing m 
Assam right now communal orga¬ 
nisations of both the Hindu and 
Muslim variety are bound to thrive 
in an atmosphere of mutual suspi¬ 
cion. Unless some kind of check is 
maintained over the activities of 
these communal organiuiions. the 
already complicatac Kanario could 
get much worn. 

C9m9lorfCon9mj$dcr)P^^ 37 






Calling the shots! 


Take 8 tr»39er-happy 
An indulgent ^andpa. 

And a smart ifCUe camera 
called Hot Shot. 

M the three tosether... 
and watch the fun. 

NTith Hot Shot rs a snap. 
In a snapi 
No focussins. 

No settlns oqMures. 
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you could 3et. 
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Gujarat: Discontent leads 
to conununal strife 

The failure of the political aystem to deliver the gooda often leads to (xmunxinal 

violence, reports TU8HAR BHATT 


The fact ia. that alrhuu(h riotins 
lakes on coreinune] colour, the itrlfe 


OUJARAFs cities 
like Baroda. 
GodKra and Ahme* 
dabad. rank high 
among the lroubu^ 
spots in com* 
munalism which 
seems to have be* 
come an ever* 
present fact of life 
in the urban areas of India's second* 
most industrialised state. There is no 
pattern in the recurring eruption of 
strife and inevitably, the cause has 
baen innocuous enou^. On hind* 
sight, the scene is famuiar->rumour 
feeding upon rumour and eventually 
culminating into bloody killings, fof* 
lowed by police intervention end 
then accusations of police excesses. 
This again is followed by more 
clashes, normally involving police* 
man as well. The s^uence of the 
return to normalcy is equally pre¬ 
dictable Curfew, followed by VfP's 
visits with declarations mada about 
the need to take long'term steps. 
However, when the fire is doused at 
one place, all it forgotten till the 
memory gets a rude jolt with yet 
another communal incident. 


in tbe venous cities emanates more 
from the frustration, anger and ea* 
asperation of the people of the look¬ 
out for an excuse. The basic discon* 
tent springs from the widening gulf 
between the aspirations of the peo* 
pie and the faOure of the political 
avsiem to convince ihesepecmie why 
things are not as they snould have 
been. It is essentially a locio* 
economic strife that laMs on com¬ 
munal tinges. Thus, two years ago it 
was this same feeling that fanned 
riots over the resarvatioo ^ seats in 
medical colleges for the backward 
classes. 

In Daroda. for instance, the vio¬ 
lence originated in the gang waifare 
between bootleggers belonging to 
Hindus and Muslims and soon esca¬ 
lated into major riots. Last year in 
December, trouble gripped the cen¬ 
tral Gujarat city onceaum when the 
police commissioner of (he city, Jas* 
pal Singh, was transferred by the 
overnment. It could be significant 
owever. that thus far, the common* 
al strife in Gujarat was restricied by 
and large to urban areas and yet 


there appeared to be an increase in 
these incidents. This is partly be* 
cause Gujarat is a heavily urbanised 
state. According to the f981 iiatls- 
tjcs, 31 per cent of Gujarat’s people 
live in cities (the figure was 26 Mr 
cent in 1961 and 28 per cent in 19/1). 
Moreover, nearly So per cent of the 
urban population in Gujarat resides 
in cities with a population of more 
than a lakh. Another curious demog* 
raphic feature is that Muslims num* 
ber about nine per cent of the state's 
total population: on the other hand, 
21 per cent of the population is that 
of Kheduled castes and tribes. 

During the past 22 years of Gu¬ 
jarat's existence as a separate state 
It has climbed from the eighth place 
on the industrial map of India to the 
second. With (Ms came a rise in 
prosperity. Opportunities in indus* 
tries demand a higher Kala of pro* 
fessional skills and education, and 
the poorer sections among both the 
Hindus and Muslims missed many 
opportunities because they did not 
have (he requisite skills. In Baroda, 
for instance, a host of industries in 
chemicals and petrochemicals as 
well as electronics have sprung up 
over the past 15 years; but Muriims 
and harijans have been (he smallest 
beneficiaries of this. 

The 1980 U>k Sabha elections in 
Gujarat saw the birth of a theory of 
KKAM (kshatriya, htrijan. adivasis 
and Muslim) that saw the Congres* 
s(f) victoriously through both the 
PWhementary and Assembly elec* 
lions. However, this led to a further 
raising of aspirations specially 
among the hanjans and Muslims. 
Although KKAM. as a vote*catching 
device was a $ure*shot strategy, it 
ignored castes like the patels (who 
are the farming community) and the 
banias and br^mins (who form the 
middle and higher bracket classes, 
tbe elite of the urban areas). 

Ever since thd 1980 elections, 
there has been an open division 
between (he KHAM and the other 
cotrununilies. It was this chasm that 
eventually, among other ihings, led 
to ibe birth of the Kashtrlya Con* 
gress. The Congress(I), having won 
on the strength of the KHAM^ triad 
to softpedal the issues. It did not 
want to alienate the petals and 
ethers any more, panly at the behest 
cd the CongreaaA) high command. 
Tha eHan. thua, boomOTngad ea tha 
OniaratCe&graaad): on tba ona hand 
the KHAM aacHens felt annoyed that 







spon$ibl« lor in$ii|otirtg an(i* 
t^ohoiin movenent in Andhra 
Pradesh, to counter which the reddys 
pronndy supported the brahmins. 
Politicafly, at accessibility to the 
power centres proved to be difficult 
owing to reddy domination of the 
Congress, the Icacnmas supported the 
communists. This explains why even 
today, coonnunist strongholos are 
essentially in the coastal districu 

A bathing puo. meant for Hindus 


group of individuals belonging to the 
same sect is channelised into a 
powerful, unified force, it invariably 
spills into the political arena. 

In Andhra Pradesh, the brahmins 
God's own chosen few, were at the 
helm of not only religious, but also 
Mlirical, affairs. It was only during 
Dmgress rule that political power 
shifted from the brahmins to the 
sudEis (reddys and kammus). In the 
interneein<> war that followed, the 
reddy community were the victors 
and the polUkalfy vanquished kam- 
mas canalised their dynamism and 
native shrewdness to business and 
commercial exploits. Thus, while the 
reddys marched into the political 
fortress, the kammas gainco control 
of the commercial kingdom of the 


not enough was doM for then* wftile 
the peteu and ochera bad not been 
won over by post'Olectora] overtures 
either, the cUshet over the reserve* 
tko of seats between the caste Hin¬ 
dus'and the barijaas reflected cbe 
frustration of both. Each, therefore, 
look on an ugressive stance. Hie 
stand taken ^ the herijsns then, 
appears to have taught the Muslims 
a lossoii or two. Several young uoem- 

« Muslims that SinroAV spoke 
that if they did not stand up 
likt the dalits, they would not get e 
just share. 

By a hiitorical coincidence, the 
Congre«s<I) leaden in the present* 
day Gujarat, are almost all from the 
poat'lndcpendenca ere, because till 
1972, Gujarat continue to be the 
stronghold of the Congress. The 1972 
victory of the Coftgress<I) sew the 
emergence of second rank leaders 


ceouAg ID die top. The in 

the ruling party, ever aioce, nim seen 
Dihuatries come and go. result 

has been chat many seasoned work* 
ers of the old Congms have either 
left voluntarily or have been pushed 
out by veuager forces, into e sort of 
politic pttBiuiibn. This has left the 
field open to an extremely poor 
quality of leadership, and this has. 
mort or less, been the tstuadoo in 
most urban areas where, tignificenc* 
ly. the BJP has been improving iu 
stock over the past thm veers. 
Many vrorkers hove agreed tuf at 
many placet, rioting that took e 
serious nim later could have been 
contained if there had been effective 
political intervention in iht initial 
stages. But there were no leaders to 
igkc such action in Barodm. Ahmsda< 
bad or Codhra. 

The liiuecioa has been further 
compounded by the ineriis of the* 


Coogresad). In the face of concerted 
efforts by the BJP, the Coogrased) 
lacked cadres end local work^ who 
would Uve among the pei^le and 
defuse potentially explosive lifua- 
tioas. The vacuum has been so evi* 
deni chat in the wake of the inicia) 
rioting, not even chief ministei 
S^uki toured Baroda't violence* 
tom areas. And finally, groupism 
within the Congressfl^ add^ fuel to 
the already smouldeong fires of dis¬ 
content. In Baroda there was patron* 
age of gangs by different local politi¬ 
cians and even the Prime Mmiiier 
appeers to be aware of it. The solu¬ 
tion probably lies in an all-round 
spring<leanmg and inculcating a 
sense of respmssibility among the 
politicians. Otherwise, the rising 
aspiraKons, worianing job situation 
and poverty will etemelly provide 
handy combustible material ror com¬ 
munal troubles. * 


South: Casteist, rather 
than communal 


The south has remained virtually out of touch with oommunalism. Instead, what 
the re^on has witnessed is rampant oasteism with caste g^roups jocke3rm^ for 
power. In recent times in Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, this 
casteism has led to violence and bloodehed. ANITA PRATAP analysee the 

reasons for this development 


COMMUNALISM, 
or its twin, caste* 
ism. is deeply in¬ 
terwoven in the so¬ 
cial fabric of south 
India. A singular 
difference is that 
unlike in parts of 
the north, the 
canker of virulent 
communelism hes not eeten into the 
vitels of the southern body politic. 
When the communel instinct of a 




where the kamma population is the 
highest. It is only now with the 
eovent of N. T. Rama Rao, that 
kammas are tasting political power 
for the first time. 

While the kemme-reddy fight nev¬ 
er resulted in bloodshed, the Hindu* 
Muslim confrontations in Andhra 
often have. Unlike the more general¬ 
ised Muslim League syndrome, the 
Muslims of Andhra or more precisely 
Hyderabad, have (heir own indige¬ 
nous political party—the Majlis Itte* 
hadul-Mus!imeen Party—now 
beaded by Mr Selahuddin Owaisi. 
The fierceness of conununaJism is 
evident from the Fact that there are 
three constituencies in the Old 
Hyderabad city area which ere the 
impeneir.dvle strongholds of the Ma¬ 
jlis Partv Chaminar, Chandrayan- 
gutta and Yakatpura. These Assem¬ 
bly seai-> were wrested from the 
Congress c-ven when the Congress 
was at th( /enitb of its popularity in 
the Sixtie s Majlis candidates routed 
rival CnuK'vsi candidates who had 
been mm.'M-rs in the cabinet, even 
making iIkui forfeit their deposits. 
Though niu-nse. the support (hat the 
Majlis V.ti! V musters is limited to old 
Hyderab-t*l That their influence is 
growing IS evident from the face that 
In the January Assembly polls (heir 
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strength in the Andhre Assembly 
rose rnm three to five. As is inevit* 


rose fitiiB three to five. As is inevit* 
ably the case, the Majlis Party was 
started as a non*poJitical organise* 
boo in 1932, the plumose being main* 
ly to hold the Muslims of the neigh* 
bourhood together. In 1962. the orge* 
nisation that had geared its ^fortS 
for the social, economic and educa¬ 
tional uplift of the Muslims, went 
political with the election of Mr 
Owaisi as an MLA. With the growth 
4^ the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
ia urban centres, clashes between 
these two groups have often enipted 
Uavin^ioodshed and death ia tMir 
vrakf. ilw most recent incident was 
the election violence of S Janua^ 
that took a bloody coaununaf turn in 
Old Hy^abad city. 

Atrocities a|»inst harijans, as for 
instance the Padiri Kuppam inct* 
dent, are more political than com* 


munal with the hapless barijans be* 
coining pawns in a cniel game of 
pc^tkal vendetta. 

Kerala is. pethap^ one of the most 
s^p'egated states in India. At the 
very same time, the state exempli¬ 
fies the virtue ol harmony .It is the 
leveled enlightenment in Kerela that 
has enabled the Malayalis to live 


Despite the laci that almost all com* 
munities have evolved their own 


powerblocks. each Of whkh makes 
Its distinctive presence felt in the 
politicel sphere, time and energy 
nave not been frittered away in 
indulging in fruitless violence 

a .ainst each other. The focus has 
ways been on enlightened sell- 
interest. By and large, the power 
balance has been et^uitably distri¬ 
buted among the venous communi 


The riot-prone districts 


The government has i^entifiert comattnai/y-seositiW areas in terioas 
states end the Unton territories. Tin's is the Hsi of districts prone to 
communai incidents: 

Andhra Pradesh Medak. Karimnagar. Nisamabad. Rangareddy, 

Hyderabe^ AdiUb^, Kumool and Nigonda. 
Aaam Cachar. Kamrup, Goelpara, Darrang and Now* 

fO«B 


Aaam 


Bihar 


Gujerai 


Kerala 


gong 

Patna. Darbbanga, Madhubani. West Champar- 
an, Ciiridih, Siwan, Bhojpur, Gopalganj. Santhal 
Pargana. Ranchi. Mongnyr, Bhagalpur, Haur 
iba^, Puroea, Singhbhum, Sitamarni. Nalanda, 
Gaya and East Champaran. 

PanchmahaU, Surat, oanaskaniha, Jamnagar, 
Sabarkantha, Ahme^bad. junagai^h, Baroda, 
Kheda and Bharveh. 


Karnataka 


Madhya Pradesh 


Mallapuram. Cennanore, Trivandrum and 
Trichur. 

ban^lore. Bidar, Gulbarga, Dharwar, Mysore, 
South Kanara arid Kolar. 

Raclam, Jabalpur, Vidisha, Sehor^ Gjiain, 
Senoi, Sagar, Baison, Mandsaur. shajapur, 
Raigarh. Chbindwara, Damoh, Rajgarh, 
(Boon), Bhopal. Indore. Khandwa and uar* 


Maharashtra 


gaon. 

Pune City, Ahmednagar. JaJgaon. Akola, Amra* 
vati, Buldhana. Greater Bombay, Nasik. Par- 
bhani and Thane. 

Cuttack and BaUsore. 

Jodhpur, Nagaur. Udaipur, Kota, Pali. Bhil* 
wara, Chittorgarh. Jajpitf and Tonk 
Trichy, South Arc^ Madurai, Raoianathapur* 
an^ TinmelveU, North Arcot, Dharamapun and 
Coimbatore. 

Saharanpur, Badauo, PUiMiit, Shahjahanpur, 


Oiiasa 

Rajasthan 


Tamil Nadu 


Uttar Pradesh 


Gaxipur, Deorio, Catehpur, Mathura. Sitapur, 


Moradabad, Agra, Asaia^rlk, Varaaaai. All* 

E rh, Meant. Goad^ Kanpur, Allahabad, 
reillv. BeacL Bohraich. BuJMdthahor ead 


West Bengal 
DeQii 


Hjreilly. Beaci, BahraicK Bulendshshar end 
Corakhpiff. 

Calcutta, Murshidabad, 24*Parganas and Nadia. 
Central Delhi and North DalAi 


The stare governmeAts have bean adilaad to set up specie/ eelCr Hr 
communet intemgence and tp make a sberougb rer Jew of Che edmiahKre* 


ooBmunei inteusgence and tp make a sberoti^ rer iaw of Che admiaiscra* 
tfva arraitMments Hr maiiirenMnceoi law eaa order inchsdHg praparackm 
of comprehaosire cooununai rior coaaoi aebaase and sanfag up ar oaaool 
rooms in the areas. The gevanuMOCi Jutaa aJae baas odrHod to be 
soherivt in poeting offkere of eU lermh in chase saaiftTia araaa 


dgt. But of late hostility is mouotiag 
against the Muslims, ntio, by caany 
manoeuvering, hsve always re* 
mained on the winning side 
Today, the Indian Imlon Mustim 
League (lUML) has tha •amwimum 
bargaining power in the ruling Un* 
ited Democratic Front fUDF) ceaU* 
tion^he continuance or foil of the 
Korunakoran ministry rests aotuely 
in the hands of lUML. Ensconced in 
this enviable position, the League 
has bwn successful in gectii^ many 
concessions for*its community. pro* 
yoking a certain amount of envy and 
animosity among the Hindus and ^ 
Christians. For example, when the 
lUI^ vras in the Left FrMit (Nam* 
boodiripad ministry), they sue* 
ceeded in getting the formation of 
MaUpuram district; now in Karuna* 
karao's ministiy they have achieved 
their goal of Kasargode district. In 
fact It is believedJhai it was in a bid 
to prune the growing power of the 
lUMU that the CP1(M) enaineared a 
split in the party in 1974. The break* 
away faction, the All India Muslim 
Leamie. joined the Left Front. 

T m growth of the RSS in Kerala 
over the last ten years has been 
phenomenal. Oddly enough, the 

S oivth hes resulted in an erosion in 
e communist ranks. A host of 
reasons are advanced for this phe* 
flomenon of the RBS in Kerela. Apert 
from the ideological giving way to 
the communal, another reason often 
given is that the RSS is not only a 
cadre-based party, but a militant one 
which appeals to the youth. Mbreov. 
er, parents too arc more favourably 
disposed to their mogeny joining the 
ranks of the R» ratbW than the 


communist panics. 

The origin and evolution of various 
community organisations, such at the 
Sree Narayana Dharma Psdpalaaa 
Sangham (SNDP) of the eshava com¬ 
munity, the Nair Service Socien of 
the nairs, the Kerala Congress oi the 
Christians and the Mualim League, ia 
responsible fur the highly Intricate 
ano delicately balanced communal 
politics of Kerala. Under the lead* 
ership of Shree Narayana Gum, It 
was tbe eshavas who showed the 
way for other communities to nobll* 
ise themselves and dlnb the aocial, 
economic and political Udder. Hie 
nelra followed suit and so did the 
Chriistiafts. 

The Seveocies signalled the end of 
the Christian domination and tiw 
liae ^ Muslim power. Consequently 
thsre has bean a slight inertaaa ia 
the inridmtce of communal rioa la 
Kerala. Traditionally TelUcheiTy, 

ead peru of Moleponm and Baser- 
gode district (wnara tiw Mualim 
population is high) ire vuto era b l a to 
communal vkdMce. But now Mattaa* 
chary. ADappey and Trivandrum 
hava maid a plan 00 de riot map M 


If eoa wara to cobm by toad from 
Karala ta Tamil Nadu, rocky 


Boyptis 
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PaiM^I la brlfbt the worde 

neiuftit the iafUtntkin o< the R$8 
into Taail Nedu. The RSS has been 
ceoceetreiiiig ttt activities in the 
iCan^akuman district with Naeercoil 
as lis heedquarters. Today, Nacer* 
coil and its adjoiniB# areas are ihe 
most vulnerable spot ia Tamil Nadu 
viS'a*via connunaJ riots. Clashes be* 
rwaeo Hiadus and Christians have 
marred the tranquility cd the area oe 
several occaaiotis, the most notorious 
being the Msndaikady not last year. 

In Tioiil Nadu, unlike in most 
states of the country where con- 
froniaiion is essentislly between two 
main groups, there it an entire 
range—Hindus versus Muslims, Hin¬ 
dus versus Christians, caste Hindus 
(rhevars and maravars} versus hari* 
Jans, harijans versus converted hari- 
|ans etc. fortunately so far comnun' 
al feelings have not eKolated into 
frensy. One shudders to think of such 
an evenrualiiy. The Meenakshlpur* 
am conversions have made the Hin¬ 
dus sit up and awaken to the realisa¬ 
tion of the condemned leaving the 
Hindu fold. Though not armed with a 
sharply honed propensity for pro* 
selytisaiiop, the Hindu ecclesiasts 
are making a concerted bid to win 


back the conv erte d ffindus. The 
gnna ntkMm of knowledia) 

of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad rals 
into viliages trying to woe their lost 
brethren. 

Twentieth century Tamil Nadu is 
characterised by the spectacular 
anti-brahmin movement. The roots 
of the Tamil renaissance lay embed¬ 
ded in the nineteenth century and 
ironically were, to some extent, 
nourished bv Tamil brahmins as the 
-richness of Tamil literature re* 
mained an esoteric realm: it was not 
for the masses but for the inidated 
few of the brahmin literati. Howev¬ 
er, the flowering of this renaissance 
demanded that %a non-brahnun, the 
Dravidiao, championed his own cul¬ 
ture. The Justice Party and the non- 
brahmin movement acted as the 
catalyst to a new cultural awakening 
among the Tamil people. The glo¬ 
rious citadels of brahmin power and 
exclusiveness were rent esunder, as 
Justice reforms <^iened universities 
and the bureaucracy to the rvoa- 
brahmin. With the non-brahmin 
movement cane a new sense of 
Dravidian self-consciousness 

The non-brehmin manifesto of 
signed by Sir P. Theagaraya 


- Cbettiar is periieps oae of die moer 
iaportm docuaeoca Ia terms oi the 
wide-reaching ramifications it 
heralded in the stait. The Justice 
Party, sponsored by 0t T. M. Nair 
and Sir Thegaraya Cheniar. had 
done more to organise non-brahmins 
around the Dravidian ideal than any 
other single ageni. E. V. Ramaawamy 
Naicker coveted the justice Parry 
into Dravkia RaahagM in tS44 and 
the movement, whiM never flagged 
in tempo dewiie splits in the 
nisation, f ioaUy catapulted the Sum¬ 
ter DMK to povrer In 1967 dealing 
the most shaiiering blow to Ihe Con¬ 
gress, a blow that did not even spare 
Kamarej. Once in power Che DMK 
was, however, graoually forced to 
dilute its antl-wahmln stend with 
CM Karunenidhi publicly declaring 
that, "Brahmin interests were safe In 
iha hands of the DMK.” The anti- 
brahmin sentiment is strong even 
today, manifesting itself In elmost 
every walk of life. Time has, howev¬ 
er. reduced the sctAg of the move¬ 
ment though brahmins how feel the 
need to organise themselves into 
brahmin associations and ironically 
clamour to be bracketed as a back¬ 
ward class. 


Hyderabad: A legacy of tension 


HYDERABAD 
has had a Ibng 
legacy of com- 
munei tension 
but only since 
1976 has the 
problem become 
chronic. Ever 
since the 
Rameesa Bee in¬ 
cident (when a young Muslim 
woman was raped in a police lockup 
which led to a resiJtant attack on 
the police station) in 1976. there 
have been communal clashes to (he 
city, in 1979, 1960, 1981 and then 
•gam in January 1963. The post- 
elation clashes io January nave 
shown that religious disharmony 
has polarised the old city area vot¬ 
ing patterns into strictly communal 
lines and the tension has become e 
game of power play. A little spark 
sets off a spate of violence, showing 
that tension underlies daily life in 
Ihe old city. 

The old city areas beyond the 
Musi riv^ on the southern side are 
the communally hypersensitive 
localillas chough the July 1981 trou¬ 
ble began after an attack on a 
religious procession in Golconda 
fort. In that area the minority com¬ 
munity forms around S5 per cent of 
the population residing in the nar¬ 
row crowded alleys wim pockets of 
Hindus in a few localities. These 
three Assembly conattiuencies arc 
considered to be the stronghold of 
the MaiUs-e-tltehadul Muslimeen 


(MIM). With (he MIM winning (he 
Assembly seets. the only viable 
alternative projected for the Hin¬ 
dus is the BJP. which continues to 
work hard to make inroads in the 
area. Speeches are generally highly 
inflammatory on both sides increas¬ 
ing the feelings of separateness. 
However, the situation is no lon- 

E sr just a law and order problem 
ul has socioeconomic and politic¬ 
al ramificariorts. As political lead¬ 
ers strengthen their positions, 
socio-economic facion aggravate 
the tension. The minority commun¬ 
ity residing in the old city belor^ 
to the tower economic class with 
few avenues open to them except 
for the lucky few. who manage to 
gel mbs in uie Gulf countries. The 
sudden pmaperiry of some families 
who have relatives in (he Middle- 
East further aggravates the situa¬ 
tion to some extent because it 
generates envious reactions. The 
old city population is almost half 
tbe population of Hyderabad'bu( 
educational, medical and dvil fad- 
iities have not grown at the same 
pace as the population. 

Unlike other old cities, in Hyder¬ 
abad oM city there are only a few 
rich Muslim families— most of 
them left tbe country in the post¬ 
independence days—so that mere 
arc few social l^ders left. Lead¬ 
ership of the MIM has 
devolved on tbe political leaders 
and the MIM has thus become the 
chatnpioa of the miooriiy commun¬ 


ity. As e reaction (ha BJP projects 
itself as the only protector of (be 
rights of the Kindut end as the 
stage for confrontation is set, it 
becomes a locale for rabid, fanatic 
cummuoaltsm. The communal vio¬ 
lence in January was sparked off by 
a polling day scuffle between the 
Bjr and mIM candidaies. The other 
pohtlcal parties have almost be¬ 
come irrelevant in (he old city. As a 
police officer said, what is most 
disturbing is that the youth are 
becoming more and more fanatical 
and communal minded. 

Most policemen indict the ver¬ 
nacular newsMpers for exacerbat¬ 
ing the unconfirmed reports of vio¬ 
lence. Sources in the city say that 
another factor is the lack of convic¬ 
tions for communal violence. Peo¬ 
ple's memories are short. Eyewit¬ 
nesses are afraid of retaliation, 
false names are implicated, the con¬ 
cerned investigating officer is like¬ 
ly to get transferred. The whole 
p r oc ess gets so delayed that the 
perpetrators generally go scot-free. 

But the situation is no longer one 
that can be handled by the police 
alone. The development of the old 
diy hes to be taken up to Improve 
civic amenities and better the liv¬ 
ing conditions. Vocational and self- 
employment schemes have to be 
located in the old city. Education 
and a steady income will go a long 
way to remove susoicions 

Subha Singh 
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Differences between Unity moves among 

Maharashtra CM and deputy CM regional parties in Kerala 


? Kerala's ref^tunal parties, which had al) this while 
I shotved h&(iparr>uv tendencies, are now movmfi in the 
I opposite direction. The two factions of the Muslim 
' LeMue, the Indian Union Muslim League (lUML) and 
the All India Muslim League (AIML), have heen 
holding talks for over two munihs now. While almost 
all I he di I frrenccs he t wee n i h em h a ve bee n M>rt ed nut. 
one ma^or problem remains The talks have snagged on 
the question of whether the lUML. which i* a member 
of the ruling coalition, should leave the government. 
Party leaders are. however, iivrserverinfi and it is »til1 
very much on the cards that .1 united Muslim League 
will become a reality snun .ind will he a crucial power 
blnek in ihe state Nut to l>e left behind, the Kerala 
Congress (Joseph gruupl has stanotl fluting with the 
Janata Party (Copalan gruupiThe Kerala Congress 
(Mam group I meanwhile ' I** t> ving to woo the 

Adik and CMPutit: undedartj wur Naiional Ucmocratic Party (NDD of the nairs. But the 

Thehch,.««rb.i,«i.«ro«inK.hrou«1;Shnramp«r 

v.„„jd,d. Pa.il and depu., .hi.f miniMcr Rjmrac f'h?;'''' bJ" t To 
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Adik and CMPutit: undedartj wur 

The rich sugar bolt crisscrossing through Shrirempur 
district in western Maharashtra is currently wiinessing 
an undeclared trial of strength between chief miniMcr 
Visanidada Paiil, and deputy chief minister Ramrao 
Adik. Recently, the AshokSahakariSakhar Kharkhana 
in Ashoknagar was taken over by an administrator. The 
factory was formerly under the control of Mr Cos in* 
drao Adik. (he deputy chief minister's younger, 
brother Poflowing charges of inefficient managemvrtt 
and a loss of Ks six cnires in ten years, the factory was 
finally taken over by an administrator this wc^k 
through a court order which upheld (he dismissal of (he 
factory's board by the state government Mr Bhanudas 
Murukuto. a legislator and a strong supp4»rter of Mr 
Vasantdada Patil, is busy expr»sing the younger Adik 
and has usked all shareholder-farmers of the factory to 
cooperate with (he administrator. Several legislators, 
ministers and MPs who owe allegiance to Mr Vasnnt* 
dada PaciUand others who want to see a smooth 
functioning of the state, are perturbed over the para* 
Uel government sought to be run by Mr Kamr.io Adik, 
On me eve nf the budget session. Mr Adik reportedly 
called 17 ministers to his chamber at the maritralaya 
and while ostensibly briefing them nn a more efficient 
functioning of ihe ministers during the session, told 
(hem that all cumplaints from legi.vlators should he 
directed to him and nut to Mr Vasantdada Patil. 

Gen. Zia’s annual 
gifts to George Fernandes 

ft might surprise many people to know that Mr 
George Fernandes and President Zia ul Haq of Pakis* 
tan are gnod friends or. more accurately perhaps Mr 
Fernandes 1 $ yet another victim of the PakiMani 
President's famous public relations charm. They met in 
Pakistan last year and the President has gune out of his 
way ever since to keep the friendship going. On every 
fd. for instance, the President sends Mr Fernandes a 
basket of 'kinnii* oranges along with a friendly tweet¬ 
ing. The most recent communication from the President 
was a telegram sent after his return to Pakistan. 
It said, "1 regret (hat my preoccupation with the 
NAM conference prevented me from meeting you. 
Through this telegram I wish to extend my best wUhex 
for your health and happiness.** 


Demand for High 
Court bench at Rajkot 

Advocates in Saurasnirj aie a( loggvrheadN with the 
slate govvrnment over their demand fnr «i bench nf the 
Gujarat High Court at Rajkot Thrv held a demonstra* 
tiuA in Ahmcdabad and called foi a biiycoit of court 
work. The opposjiioii is watching (hv*ce demands 
clnsolv and is likely to t;ikc up rbe issue since the 
SoJanici governnumt is proiravt mating in the matier 
saying (hat this demand 1 ^ being examined in cun suit a* 
(kill with (he Chief Justiic uf the state 

CPI(M)’s new 

three-tier training programme 


The Cl’li Mt. which believes in a classless society, has 
now divided ii\ cadres into three < lassos' advanced, 
getieral and new Panv sourtes say that there was no 
other wav to educate the cadees properly, whose 
number has now crossed the one lakh mark. The party 
leadership has riesided to have separate training 
arrangements for the three classes of cadres. The 
advanced one^ will he trained to play important roles 
in the ever-growing dupariments nf the party, while 
the two other clasMis will have to undergo intense 
(raining before they are alkiwed to undertake respon¬ 
sibility. The CPIlM). which opened the floodgates for 
new members, is now in a quandary about the new 
recruiH. a majority of whom are from the villages. 
More so because of the party's involvement In part- 
chayar administration. Party sources frankly admit 
(hat the new members, whu have been inducted from 
panchayats. are in most cases not familiar wiih Marxist 
principles, which often leads to distortions in their 
dealings with people. 
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M«neka G^ntfAi and Fenut Varuit: ri^r/ui Aefrs.> 


NEWS: NATIONAL 


New Delhi: On 17 March, when this 
correspondent happened to visit the 
disrriCT court o( Delhi at Tees Haxari 
in connection with the investigation 
nf H story, he found Mr Shujaai UlUh 
Khan, the counsel for Meneka Can- 
dhi's parly and for the opposition 
stalwart. Mr Raj Narnin. hovering 
around the court of the district 
judge The presence of Mr Khan 
aroused curiosity. Was something in* 
teresting about to happen in the 
Tees Hasari courts? This correspon¬ 
dent approached the lawyer with this 
guery. And the reply was stunning: 
'*1 have come here for the succession 
certificate case of Master Ferore 
Vurun Gandhi," said Mr Khan. So, 
the late Sanjay Gandhi's property, 
which hud been a matter tor much 
speculation, had become the subject 
of a court case. 

What is the exact extent of the 
estate left behind by Mr Sanjay 


Gandhi? Since his death in an air- 
crash on 23 June 1980, a lot of 
speculation has taken place. 
Although even ni>w the details of his 
estate are difficult to iKertain. in 
the petition which Mr Khan has filed 
on behalf of Mrc Maneka Candhi and 
her son, it has been staled that the 
value for rh^urpuse of court fee is 
Rs 4,73,058. ThK apparently, is only 
a portion of the estate left IwKind by 
him. From the determinate amount 
mentioned in the petition, it seems 
the estate being sought i% some mov> 
able properly, either a bank deposit 
or some company shares. Although 
Mr Khan refused to disclose trie 
details of the petition, an he did not 
have Mr.^ Maneka (^ndhi's permis¬ 
sion to dn so, Mr Khan hinted that 
the amount involved was substantial. 
''The matter is no important and 
involves so much fortune that I have 
been directed by my client to handle 


It personally.** said Mr Khan. 
Ap^reotly, the present petition is a 
test case. In case the court declares 
that Mrs Maneku Gandhi and her 
ton. Feroze Varun Gandhi, are the 
only people who are the heir* of 
Sanjay Gandhi, then on the husis of 
the succession certificate issued in 
the present case* Mrs Maneka Gan* 
dhi will move for the acquisition of 
the other assets of hei dcceaHud 
husband. 

The petition, filed under Section 
278 of the Indian Succes.Mun Act of 
192S, IS no ordinary application for 
the grant of letter of administration 
of the estate ot the late Sanjay 
Gandhi. The petition states that San¬ 
jay Gandhi had died without leaving 
any last will and testament. It states, 
"The pel it Miners are the only per* 
«>ns entil led to claim interest in or 
are interested in administraiiun of 
I he estate of (he deteased.'* Under 
the laws of succession, both us 
enumerated in the Indian Succession 
I Act, under which the pctirioii has 
1 been filed, and under the Hindu 
I Succession Act of )9.5(3. as Sanjay 
t Gandhi had died intestate, the he/rs 
to his estate have to be his widow, 
his son and his mother. Whether Mrs 
Indira Gandhi is interested in these 
assets ur nor is a different matter. 
But in law, she is entitled to a share. 
Toithisextent, the petition filed by 
Mrs Maneka Gandhi' on her own 
behalf and on behalf of her minor 
son, mav be a subject of dispute. 

Mrs Mankea (Tandhi left the 
Nehru*Candhi household, at 1 Saf* 
darjang Road, the official residence 
of the Prime Minister, on 29 March 
la$t year, thus bringir^ the family 
feud into the open. Since Sanjay 
Gandhi's death, Maneka Gandhi aid 
not gee along with her in-laws and 
the tensions continued to increase 
when, following her open defiance 
by addressing a meeting of the San¬ 
jay Gandhi Vlchar Manch in Luck¬ 
now on 28 March 1982, Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi was asked to leave (he house. 
With the filing of this pecirion. the 
family feud, which had so far been 
the centre of political gossip, and 
which had generated some gutter 
politics, steeped in mudslinging by 
proxy, now has the chances of be¬ 
coming the subject of an interesting 
coury case. 


Maneka Gandhi files petition 

claiming husband’s property 

# 

With (his the spirt in the Nehru^Gandhi household is complete 








I To begiA witht by Mokhts (he 
iiC€e^*(ion certificate ander the Indi* 
n Succexjion Act, Mri Ueneka Gejv 
hi has shown that u the tine of his 
eath« her husband was nut a Hindu, 
he estate of a dead Hindu is divided 
:cordiog to the provisions of the 

I idu Succession Act. The Indian 
cession Act does not apply to 
idus. Saniay Gandhi was the son 
i Parsi father and a Hindu mother, 
ivevvr, before their marriage. Mr 
oze Gandhi had undergone the 
i(tiJh>k.tr9n ceremony to be* 
<16 IS Hindu. His last rites too had 
n performed according to Hindu 
litjiiii In the case of Sanjay Can* 
ion, (he last rites were not Parsi 
Hindu. Therefore, one point 
ich can emerge is whether the 
itmti should at all be under the 
cjii Succession Act. 

: the succession be allowed under 
Indian Succession Act, as sought 
Mrs Meneka Gandhi, then Sanjay 
irlhi will have to he treated as a 
k* Pnrsi whfi died intestate and 
provisKins of Section Sl(2) of the 
i.in Succession Act would apply. 
l«j its provisions, the heirs of 
I lav Gandhrs estate would be Mrs 
oi’k.i Candhi and Penxe Varun 


Gaodhi. Mrs Indira Gaodhi will also 
be enritled for a share, aithou^ ir 
will be oiW fourih of ibe share oi the 
widow and the son. In case this 
succession were to be treated as 
being under Hindu law. then Section 
S of the Hindu Succession Act would 
apply. Under this Section too, Mrs 
Maneka Candhi. Peruse Varun Gan* 
dhi and Mrs Indira Gandhi are heirs 
(0 Sanjay Gandhi's estate as he had 
died intestate. Kiiher way. Mrs In¬ 
dira Candhi has a legal Inieresl in 
the estate <d her deceased Min. 

Why has Mrs Maneka Gandhi 
chosen this time to file the petition^ 
According to thjs correspoiulcnt's 
informal ion. the petition wa^ drafted 
soon after Nhe i|uii the htKis<*hold 
last year. The filing of the petition, 
therefore, mav mean that tlie ^plit in 
the Nvhru f^iiidJii honsehold i> now 
complete. When the esati evtent of 
Sanjay Gandhi's estate becomes 
known, it may turn nut to lie a 
coli>^s.il sum. tlie source of his in¬ 
come will also liecnme known. 
Although details of the property in 
dispute at preseni are nut available, 
according to some sources, shares in 
blue chip comiMnies are invulved, 
Shubhnbraia Bhaitecharya 


carried a chopper. Both the elrls 
shouted but nobody came to meir 
rescue. Josephine panicked end 
escaped into a bus bound for her 
uncle's place. The rickshaw driver 
was forced to drive the vehicle into 
Udbagh Gardens, where the entry of 
vehicles is pruhibited. The uuiu- 
driver was then asked to stop near a 
bush adjoining the wall and a pump 
house The man asked him to go 
away and warned of dire etinsequ* 
ences if he opviied his mouth. And 
there, despite her protests, two of 
the men raped Sudha. They took 
awav her purse and jumped over the 
wall. The third one was given a 
bottle to be used as a weapon in case 
(ho girl protested too much. 

Meanwhile, the au(o*(lriver had 
gone to the nearest police station 
and bi ought along three constables. 
When they arrived on the scene, the 
third pvrMm, who was aUu going to 
rape Sudha. wac caught and luken to 
the police station around 2 .^0 pm. 
All hTR wa« filed. There. Sudha was 
siihiected tu the hai rowing expert* 
ence of lecountiiig the incident over 
and over again to ahnui half ;i dn.i«n 
I>olice official, a doteu juumallsts 
and vcnrei^ nl legislators. She was 
sent 10 the hospital by ihe police, 
where she wav allegedly inisi rested 
hv the iadv d<Mor. On Saturday 
morning, the police went lu her 
house and recorded her vlalemcmt. 
By that lime they hud .irrested 
anulher ol the accused. The third 
one cuiicmues to elude the police. On 
Monday, even js the Cjuestiun huur 
wav on in the Awemhly. the Kranti 
Ranga legisJaior. Mr Narayan 
Kumar, diamnttved the whole issue 
hv forcing the etnrv of Sudha into 
the Assembly. In the hargurn, he had 
vlap|>eJ ,i member of ihe waid and 
watch staff. I he whole Assembly was 
aghast at this ItehavUiur and Mr 
Narayan Kumar was duly admo* 
nished and forced to apulngise ig (he 
H'luse. 

I alter. Mr Bangaruppa virtually 
functioned as the leader of opposi* 

I ion m seeking to raise the issue in 
the form of an adiournmeni. Even in 
hts preliminary remarks, he sprayed 
venom on cliief minister Ramaktish- 
na Hegdc. who holds the home port- 
foMu The government should hang 
iiv head in ihame. if such a thing 
could happen in the capital of the 
state, he said. The leader of opposi* 
lion (Congress*!), Mr M. Vuerappa 
Moiiy, wa.s mild m comparison. He 
wanted the government to take stern 
action. Mr Hegde was not in the 
Hou»e and a special debate wus 
announced for the following day. 

On Tuesday it wa> Mr Bungarappa 
who initiated the debate and repe¬ 
ated his iiitack on the failute of the 
government to mainraiii law and 
order. Again, for the second day, Mr 
Molly was content to play second 
fiddle to Mr Bangarappa and that 
suited the latter's political purpose. 
Mr Hegde did not read out the police 
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lleged rape victim is 
rought to Assembly 


galure: Sudha, a 20'vearuld. de 
[IV girl with hirge eyes, created 
oil ;n the annals of the Legisla* 
11 Moiidny, 14 March when she 
hii»ughr into the hall iif the 
iisiiak,! Assembly by the Karnata- 
ariti Rangu leodcr. Mr S. Ban- 
PP'i's lieuienani, Mr G. Narayan 

ji 

gill was u rape victim. Two 
pijor to her histunc entry into 
ANM'tTjblv, she had been raped by 
pel sons in broad daylight at the 
d I'Hibagh (hirdvns, levs ihan a 
yJills from the house, where Mrs 
ra trundhi had spin her party in 
Sudha, who was from Anantha* 
ill And hr: I Pradesh, lived with 
hioiher ond sisteriTi-Jaw in an 
ovi»ed slum on the Banglore* 
're highway on the outskirts of 
iTv She worked in a smallscale 
moking cardboard boxes, about 
m Hway from hei house on the 
i llaiiumarithaiah road, 
the fateful Kndav. U March. 

Icit the factory after half a 
work around l-.iOpm intending 
some shopping with her frientT 
hine, who used to work in a 
bouring unit. Sudha had. on 
dav. uboul R$ 200 with which 
uped to buy «i couple of sarevs 
ally wear. As (he girls were 
ug towards the huvstop, oppo* 


siie (he olJue of ihe B.oigalorc* nans 
port servke. an autorickshaw sud¬ 
denly Mopped hs* (heir side and one 
of Ihe passengers pul out his liand 
and caught .1i»sephine by the arm. 
.Sudha prolesteil ai lhi«« and >*he 
herself was iliagged into the auin* 
rickshaw* in which Ihiee (leisons 
were nlreadv silting One of them 

.Sud/i,i I'K rrmivztf* 
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A council of southern CMs is formed 


Hcgde, MCR and NTR : redtftning ccntrr'Statc nlstMUtship 

Bufigalor«; In an unprecedented sources bet¥re«n ihe cei 
cnnve here on 20 Marrh, four chief states* can be brouidti ai 
miniscers of southern scatc^ took the by Xarncteka CM R 
6 IS n i f s can I decision of formi ng a cotin- He gde • the ate v 11 n g 
cil to discuss matters of mutual con- chen^^ in the Conatitui 
corn and try and find solutions, litis couLo "give full play 
decision tvas then announced at a definition ef the centr 
pre>(s conference by (he four minis- cionship and therelaiiom 
te(>^Mr Ramakrishna Hegde uf Kor- the states." The main d« 
n a taka. Mr M.G Ramachandran of CMs was very clear wher 
Tamil Nadu, Mr N.T. Rama Ran (he press coniereice that 
Andhra Pradesh and Mr D. ** the bulk of the financial 

Ramochandran of Pondicheprv. The be rransferred to the 
mcotinf, initiated by Mr Ramakrish- statutory basis rather ih 
hs Hegde. was only the henmningand creC;oBai7 basis'* and 
the CMs hope that this will eccouryc critefia of distribution t 
others to join the council. Said M(^, ary resources too dioulC 
**Only when all ihe chief ninisters upon by (he council of 
participate in the council wlll.our aim ter$.” 
pc fulfilled." Although conunon prob¬ 
lems were discussed at the maeiiag. In a bid to stall any * 161 ' 
one of the major , issues taken up ings»* the chief ministers 
concerned a memorandum that will clear that ihe formation o 
be submitted to the eighth Finance was in no way dJrecied 
Commission. The con^rence. also centre and nor would i 
(tended by the finance miniscen of relationship of the sou 
Ke four CMs, recommended to the with the centre "On the < 
fntre that a fiscal commisuun be set decisions would strength 
p to suggesr amendments to the the centre." thM said. ' 
onstititionand tosome Actssothit a and done, it had turned 
store equitable distribution of re* council of non Congrs 


^ani thbt 'Uraa pbpaM % him .' 
Because, he said, ne was not con¬ 
vinced about certain aspects of the 
incident He promised a fpll ipve^ 
tigation and stem action aga^st the 
guilty. 

Wmle Sudha has been vistuaUy 
turned out of her brother's boose. 

S uite a few persons have started 
oubtiu the veracity of her story. 
Some of the doubts raised are, Aral* 
ly« why did Josephine, who was 
accompanying her until she was 
dragged into an autorickshaw, not 


cdeapblA.se' thepc^ke imtBedtareJy> 
tn fact, she spoke ro the police Only 
when they came to her houce the 
foUqvigg day. Secondly, f he incident 
was eupposed to have taken place at 
1.30 in (He aftimoon. The police 
station la less than -a five*minute 
autO'rickshaw ride from the place 
where the incident occurredAr alter* 
natively, if one jumps the wall it Is 
less than two minutes'walk. But the 

S lice arrived on the scene an hour 
«r. Thirdly, there were no marks 
of violenre on the body of the victim. 


The prelTmihary medical. xepbW con¬ 
firms this. 

The incident, ghastly and grue* 
some if true, has been highly poliii* 
cued. Mr Narayan Kumar has srrir 
red a hornet's nest by publicly point¬ 
ing out that one of the alleged rep* 
ists. now in police custody, is relaictl 
to a Congre^ll functionary in a city. 
Will the truth come out or will it be 
shrouded in the political 
smokescreen? 

Our Correspondent 


sources betvreen ihe centre ansi :ho 
states* can be brought abcut M.^tbd 
by Xarnctaka CM Rama^risho.* 
Hogde, the meeting dv-inunduu 
chanec^ in the Constitunon so li.ri ic 
couLo "give full plsy lu ihc iievr 
definition ef the centre-state rela* 
tionship end the relaiionslup betvreen 
the stated." The main deoiund ct die 
CMs was very clear when (hvv saUi at 
(he press coniere ice that (hvywa:i:e*d 
**(he bulk of ihe financial revrarcss to 
be transferred to the states on h 
statutory basis rather than os a d.s* 
creciosaiy basis'* and that "the 
criteria of distribution of discretion¬ 
ary resources too diould be decided 
upon by the council of chief nuois* 
ters.’ 

ic a bid to stall any *161 sunder.id* 
ings,* (he chief ministers made it wry 
clear that ihe formation of the couocd 
was in no way dJreciud against the 
centre and nor would it effect thu 
relationship of the southern states 
with the centre "On theccorrary, ou,* 
decisions would strengthen ties with 
the centre." thM said. Yet. all said 
end done, it had turned out to be a 
council of Aon Congrefs(l) chief 


m:n»(ui5. Mr K fv«fiin:’kHran, chut 
r:ni.!v of Keriilu. lonspintou*^ 
hi$ ahsvncu. hui even ims w,i% 
zxsgv by Mr Hceile. The 
K<:rna(aka chiut nur'sinr aahl th.*«i Mr 
-Kjiimakar.^n ould nut ceme (n iIm; 
council's meeling b the «lori’ 

legnlaturc rvas in le^^ion ther**, iinil 
III. , 1 ) c.isu o cupv id the pri.« uc'Mngs 
uf ihe conference would be ^ni iu 
h^RS. 

The oiiiei three chief nii»5jst«is 
•s*-a.su4 f!f ’^R(Uy'»jnsUr.5 {• i- 

.er’vcr.i'^ the ir.eciini; '>■ 

an ebullient mood even dacLrcd, 
feel jealous 01 die or Kurnaia 

ka fur having 4iK:h an cffiocnt and 
ciiiinenr chief minister today!" When 
quesiTor.ed whether (h<^ Conftresstl> 
cr.ie; rr.>4.4.crs (.yo wtis ; vpened i*. 
join t."«u coujxii. Mr rn !ii- 

euously sa:d; ' MGH W4i a 

little more expansive when he stated. 
“Today OUT strength m:iy be four It 
mey be 20 tomorrow snd ihiu 
nugr.t inersuse lu uirlude the thxf 
fniAisters Cl rno t'nli;v cu;:n»jy/* It 
will be lAierecting (q see the evsitre's 
reaction to those devehipmeAt< now. 

A Special CorresiMndent 
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Now in a newpack 
witha new tasteanoextra foam 


Neem Toothpaste now contains extra foam to 
spread the antiseptic stre^th of neem 
herb and oils more effectively. 

And a new flavour that 
leaves a fresh, clean taste. 

Your family needs your 

love and care. And 

you need the help of 

Neem to keep their 

teeth strong and 

gums healthy. J 







Look out 
for the 
brand 
newpade 


The woHrfs flr»t herbol toothpaste. Bom In Indie 60 yearn aso. 
A CALCHEMICO prodocl for queHtyconedooe cuikOAvere 








BONDED LABOUR 


Several cases exposed in 
Maharashtra 


Bombay: In the recent publicity 
mareriai brought out by the govern¬ 
ment of Maharashtra on the 20<point 

C rogramme, point number stx on 
snded labour reads: “Thuugh ekisi* 
ence of overt bonded labour is 
almost neKligible in Maharashtra, 
four cases in Thanu uiid one in 
Rainagiri were indent if led and thete 
persons were released. While collec* 
tors have been advised tu take im* 
mediate steps for their rehahilita- 
(inn, district magistrates and uihrr 
authorised execuiivo magistrates 
have been given judicial jxmers of 
aummarv trial ol offences under the 
Act/* 

Two years ag<i in the govern' 
mcni. in its brochure The Bisd$ei -tnd 
eht 20~Ptunt Fivfiiiimmi* had said, 
“The exisiencu of overt bunded 
labour hos not bevn identified m the 
state. N<i prosecution has yet been 
loiincbed under the aforesaid Act. 
Y^dtever individual reporrs, com- 
vUnts regarding iKinded labour 
liw been received, the int.*siiga' 
rfnii thereof through the commission* 
vr of labnuivdistnct inaBistrates has 
indicated that titev are noi cases of 
iumded iHNiur—the National t.aixrur 
Institute. New Delhi has been re¬ 
quested to undertake a detailed sur 
vev of the tribal areas of the state (u 
u.ssess the exact position about the 
existence nf I he bonded Idixiur >> v 
tern and their report is viill nwuited." 
It is obvjotis from this that the state 
government doc*s not want to recog¬ 
nise the existence of bunded labour 
which would mean having to accept 
the responsibility of ichabiiiluting 
them. The fact is. that bonded labour 
is rampant m Mahuneshtru and more 
so on the outskirts of Bombay An 
organisjrion called “Vidhitak San* 
saO" 4constructive Parliament) has 
recently trveil b<»iided labourers 
in the eastern part of Bassein talukj 
and uccordinfi to Vivek and Vidyiila- 
.la Pandit who manage the Saiisad. 
there are hundreds of such cases in 
las^ein district alone. They are now 
in the proce^^ of identifying them 
ind will shortly start the srru^le to 
fret' them. This will lie an uphill task 
lecause most of the landlords who 
town' them arc CongresstI) bigwigj> 
uid police putih. These people get 
their nrotectum from Mr Rhausaheh 
'artuk, a former minister and now 
:hairman of the Stale Industrial Cor* 
iration Of Maharashtra tSTCOMi, 
md Mrs Taiubai Vartuk, both of 
'horn wcilA^ lilt of influence in 
iassein ^ 

The eastern port of Basse in is 

( Timanly f1>reM area and consists of 
hree ^ram Cardi, Kan* 


er and Dhaisar. Jn n populaiioii of 
about 12.000 people, almost BO {>er 
cent are trihafs. When Vivek Pandit 
and his wife first went to this area to 
set up a goat and piggery project 
they noticed Imnded labourers with 
aviculiuralisTs. Eight of the bimded 
labourers that 'Scnpay* met reevm- 
ly, said that they had been brought 
up to believe that the landlord wus 
god. Most of them had, at the rime of 
weddings in the family, taken a max 
imum of three s^^ri.s. three blouse 
jiieces. a pyjjma and kun,u 7S kg of 
nee some cooking condimeiirs and 
munev for a manga/surro—all lhi^ 
costing a maxinum of Ks ’«4H) The 
landlords, however, claimc'ri that 
they hud given Ks I.IHKI. And for this, 
rhe people were made slaves. 

These eight persons had lK*cn 
(Minded lalHicirers for |>eiuM(s In** 
tween une-and'U half to VI veers. 
During I he year, ihv Imndod lalMuir 


ers received from the landlord 625 
kg of rice, one gonpri ( a rough she wl > 
and two langons (loin-cloth) as 
wages. They worked from three am— 
carrying soil lo the brick*makers by 
bullock cartih—till after sunset. 

On 12 May 11IH2 ihe Pandits lodged 
a complaint befurc (he assistant 
tehsifdar who refused to take the 
complaint Then on IS May the'land¬ 
lords. Kaghunath Kamachandra 
Patil, Wamun Keshav FatiJ« and 
E.suhhai Dhondu Paid, attacked the 
Satisad activists. Thereafter, ihe ex* 
ecu live magi SI rate, Suresh Karunde. 
iiU<»vc.*(f Vivek Pandit to plead the 
iuse of Uinded labourers. The land- 
to( d s 11 icd T h u i r I n*si i o sr al 11 he case 
saying ihai Vivek Pandit was not a 
lawyer and so amid not niipear iin 
b(*half Ilf I he !ul>ourers, Piinishmeot 
provided foi, under the Bonded 
Lolxiui Sysiem lAlMflitionl Act. PJ7b, 
gives ihrcc veurs impngunment and 
a fine ol Ks 2iKK). In ihis case, ihu 
exciutivc' inagistrute hud said (hat 
he had nui vvi received powers 
umlci Set lion 21 So iheSaiiMd sent 
their coin phi iius Ui the then rhivf 
mirtisiri who foiwarded tliem to (he 
laiHriii dcparimeiiT. which Vivek 
Pandii said was “an illegal act.“ He 
added, ** Bonded lahour wases should 
have g<ine to rhe collector. It is the 


The CM bags acting award 


Secundcrabed: It was almost a imi- 
Jakh-nrongaudience that had assein- 
bled at the sprawl mg Parade Cruund 
Oft 14 March, to watch their hero 
receive the best actor award for IH82. 
et the.Siiara film award function. This 
was an award funrtiun with a differ¬ 
ence for, the recipient of the best 
actor award was none other than ihe 
chief minister of Andhra Pradesh, 
N.T. Hama Rao hiinwif. >rtara is one 
of the largest circulated Telugu film 
magatincs. hniught out bv the Eeiu- 
du group of publications, and its func¬ 
tion had drawn film personalities not 
just from Andhra hut from B<Mnbay as 
well. 

Ure&sed in a grey suit with an open 
collared shut (he had discarded his 
usual political attire for the lunction). 



a beeniing and debonair NTK wem up 
to get his award from veteran produc¬ 
er. L. V, Prasad, as the crowd cheered 
lustily. The role for which he bagged 
ihc award, w-as from a film called 
.fusricc C'howdharv which had been 
released in ihv middle of last year, 
around the time thut NTK had formed 
his felugu Desam. NTR has « double 
rule in 'he film, he playi, ihc title role 
of JuhriceChowdhary, whose son (also 
plaved by NTK) is accused on a false 
charge and comes uj) foi trial in hi$ 
father's court, Jusiicc Chowdhary 
convicts his sun on circuitisianiiai 
vvidence but like all uther happv- 
ending films, the truth is uliimately 
revealed and father and son hunt out 
the villain to clear ihe son’s name. 

Addressing his fans ufter receiving 
the award, NTK called upon the Telu¬ 
gu film industry to shift its activities 
trom Madras to Hyderabad so that ihe 
city could become one of the film 
industry’s greatest centres. Tiie chief 
minister also i<M>k this opportunity fur 
vehemently denving a lemxrk muUc 
by a former speaker who had said that 
NTR was using his acting laleftts in 
politics loo. He was certainly not 
acting in politics, the CM declared, 
adding (hat whatever he did in his 
political life was ahsnTutely tfeniiine. 

As at all, his functions, NTR was a 
terrific draw here too. A massive 
deployment of policemen (including 
16 pi moons of ermed poike) and 
volunteers made all efforts keeping a 
restless crowd in check and slopping 
them from thrunging towards the dais 
to see their hero Irum closer quarters. 

ShublM Singh 
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Rallifans have built in superiority. 

It's reliable. 



The Ralllfan Democrat 
has a stron3 iron base 
for extra stability 

When it comes to toughness, Rallifans are 
hard to match. Because each Raliifan is 
painstakingly designed to stand the test of 
time.The exclusive single-piece blade 
ensures a smooth, noiseless performance. 
And the high'Orecision gearbox is 
designed for jerk-free oscillation. 
Electrostatically painted components 
guarantee a lasting finish.To give you a 
fan that is superior In every way. Choose 
from a wide range of Rallifans. 

The Debonair. Deluxe. New Oelite. 
Democrat. And the Pedestal. Wall, Cabin 
fans. And get Raliifan peHection. 
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a of rbc exmcW teaghtraM to 

bonded labauren In {he lem* 

•tor; under.; hi^'jiuiMig^m.vTba*, 

^nstidtr <lttti]^ u^ ^ob' 

^Uinrs co ^ p»S«e b^dcd' 
fibour B *c 9 ^rab 1 e Wdftce. B^e . 

$inc« ell of (hem ere in Ue^e with 

eech other, although we sent the 

notice to the police nothing was done ^*|B;asr^T f 

(0 the offenders for five months. On 7 

the contrary, when one of the labour* ^ a * . * HB[v^ii3p 

ers wanted to leave under our pro* * Awir^ ' ^■■VwHK 
tection, the landlord demanded a ' 

sum of Rs SOO from him and the Jff, pi^H* 

labourer who later joined the Sansad ^eL> 
bought his freedom for Rs 200." 

The Sansad has demanded coi» HBv^ g> 

pensaiion for the eight bonded ^bB 

labourers which amounted to Rs I^B- » BBI' 

70.000 but the landJords being hard vv .'t^K 

bargainers agreed to settle fur Rs ^ y ^B. . 'JfK 

24,(^. Even this money was given vrt ■> 

after all the agricultural labourers in < • 

the area went on a 14-day strike , \ 

support of the bonded labourers* B ^ 

demands. The mam demand of the f B 2 

Sansad ie that the landlords should I ■ B . .Jf a] 

be tried for offences finder *lhe I I 17 # 7l 

Bonded Joibour Act. Bur they are I . m -a ' .J :'m 

being shielded by the Virtaks. Mrs I^Bfl ^ B 

Toraoai Vartak, according to the B4. M _ 

Pandits, has been supporting Waman asM»e of the frwd botiOt-d Uovun-rs 

Bonded Labour Act which would ”KJ?..u. 

*“The'fr«rng^'<3a’sht iSwer* ha, £Sd^ih*7''h™dM'''of ’ioVm 

dtlCa" a™mfd^t''h^r.«m^^.‘^’;'d «r 'h* Ind tl uK." 

lord, and police. Now these Ubour- T'’" "u"' “u*!.''!^*’ 

er. have joined other activisi, of the whether there had been 

Sansad and formed ‘Shramajivi * <»»anM 

Ssnghaiana* which is a registered Olga TelNs 


here in mid-January, first Woke the 
news of cheu ocgaRlsetion's China 
riiisslon. The authorises 4i(l not then 
give much O’e^iaace to .this, perhaps 
dioi^i^ng it as yet euotber piece of 
^dmnformation,*’ used sometimes 
with telling effect by the wily gueril* 
las. But reports about the move* 
menis of some PLA members in the 
adjoining Burmese areas soon 
started to trickle out. An encounter 
between the Burmese Na^s and 
PLA in the Kachin area m early 
February confirmed the fact that 
attempts were made by Meetei de* 
speruooes to forge their way ahead 
to Yunun in China. Apart from col¬ 
lecting arms, the need to leinfurce 
the six-year-old PLA's fading mysti¬ 
que is another reason for this China 
mission. The intelligence sources 
feel that 32*year*old temba Singh, 
wbn took over as the new chairman 
of the PLA in June last year and then 
helped to curb the growing facrional 
rivalries in the organisation, wants 
to do something advenrurrius to 
strengthen his position as well as 
recruit members. 

Temba, alias Suren Achouba 
Sing's life is a saga of fluctuating 
fortunes. A resident of Thungshu 
village near Imphah he ioined the 
PLA founder •chairman, N, Bisesh* 
war, along with Id others. In the 
crucial journey co Lhasa in April 
l$76. He played a key rnie in the 
urban guerilla warfare waged In ihe 
valley district during *76-79 but was 
soon forced to leave the organisation 
In 19H0. the armv. imiucied 
into Manipur to combat the elusive 
insurgents, managed to arrest 
Biseshwar and kill seven of his 
Lhasu irained a^siKlatas, Thi)' was 
followed by ihe liouidation nf Kun- 
jainhari, HiseshwarS successor. Kim* 
jabihan's death led to a leadership 
crisis in the urgaiiisation. with the 
new chairman, Manikanta. facing 
oppuMtiun from gangsTeinIm, using 
(his uppurrunily uf factionalism in 
the oruanis*ition, appealed from ex* 
lie .ind wrtsied power from an Ime- 
cure hfanikanta. 

Thai Teriiba has shut the much* 
needed adremalin to make the PLA 
once again a dreaded unit was dear, 
when the rel>el body spurned the 
limited amnesty offer made m mid- 
Oecember by the state government. 
The government wanted the rebels 
to hibernate in a peace camp before 
availing themselves of the generous 
rehabilitation grants. Though (he 
CM and the Governur are claiming 
that insurgency in the state i.snow on 
the wane, their private conversa¬ 
tions as well as their actions, reveal 
uneasiness. The CM has installed at 
his sprawling official bungalow a 
metal deiecror io scan the visitors. 
The Governor moves around in a 
convoy of at least a duten vehicles, 
crammed with gun tocing para* 
military jawans. Peace i.s still a dis* 
tant dream in Manipur. 

Sanianu Ghosh 
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MANIPUR 


The PLA gets active 
once again 


Maoist orgartisaiion. People's Li¬ 
beration Army tPLA). has under 
taken a “long march" to^China. This 
long march was the subject of much 
discussion in Imphal in the third 
week of February. Said a Congresstl) 
leader: “We faced organised rebel 
lion fB* the first lime after 20 PLA 
hardcores returned to the valley in 
April 1976 after a two-year training 
in Lhasa. Will the gang of ^ indulge 
in the same thing after they come 
bock?" Sunday has learnt that the 
PLA **lan« marchers" were seen in 
the third week of February in Kuchin 
woodlands in ncirthern Burma. The 
gaog, which is believed to have 
stari^ from Manipur in December, 
includes a few Meetei girls. 

Three PLA members, arrested 


Imphal: An atmosphere of subdued 
fear continues in tnis city in spite of 
a temporary lull in Urgescale in¬ 
surgency since February 1962. 
Though the city now basks under an 
apparent calm, with troops not much 
in evidence and shops open even 
after sunset, news of an ambush liere 
and an encounter there is enough lo 
send people scurrying back to their 
homes. Tne new year began with on 
attack by the rebels on a police 
unit at Lilong Turel. It was 
soon followed dv daring grenade 
attacks on two police stations m the 
city. The apprehension that another 
blmy spell of violence it slowly 
unfolding further cryttallised follow¬ 
ing the revelation that about SO 
guerillai of tbe stata's outlawed 
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India used up R$.200 million In 
foreign exchange on lamp shells in 1981 

Since 1982. it is a different story 
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ElektroniS new 30 million shells-a-year plant 
at RanlpetyTamilnadu,to slash Imports by 100^ 


elelctron 


*nil now, the Indian lighting 
Industry has been largely 
dependent on imported 
components, especially lamp 
diel^. 

Elektron is the first company 
to set up a lamp shell unit in 
Tamdnadu for lamps and 
fluorescent tubes. 


Not only w4l] this unit feed 
Elektron*$ own lamp 
factories, It will also produce 
ertough to supply o^r lamp 
unit$ — especi^ small scale 
Industries — artd reduce their 
crippbrtgdeperKlence on 
Imports: ch^ng up anod>er 
first to Elektron's long list of 
pioneering acfi^Htles. 

Elddron. h uAO be suorth 
vwtching cloaely In the future. 


Uvewires fai Ii3htlns. 


Lamps, Ruorcscciu Tubes. FlRinss. 
Halogen Lamps, Mercury Vapour 
and Sodliun Vapour lampsk 


P.B. No. 1487, Nadras600 0t8 
Member of 

The Kalpana Group of Industries. 







goverpmenr mpying* 
the court fo& vacating* i))e*jay oMgt 
and thia being .$«cn ak a 

crend>«eTter, for other goverocneiita 
can also proce^ accordirtgly. As the 
petiiionerfMr Shastriftold Sunoav» 
**Balajl (pird Yenlcat|law.Hrai be* 
longs to everyone and these funds 
are meani tor Veligious activiries and 
not to pay for ministers* petrol 
charges. This i$ an attempt by the 
government lo control religious in* 
stiiutions and we will fighi it." 

Shubha Singh 


oes god'i money 
along to tKe people? 


*rabad: The Andhra Pradesh 
Couvt has issued a stay order, 
wing an applicahon by iwe do* 
.*$ ^ Lord Venketagwara. rca* 
mg she Tirumala Tirupaci Do* 
lanace (TTD) and the executive 
I'r from depositing any surplus 
jsthanam funds in the govern* 
treasury. The controverey re* 
mg the funds of this richest 
e ia the country erupted in 
iiHry this year when the govern* 
amended the Tirumala De- 
lanam Act of 1967 by an axtraor* 
y gazette s<i that the surplus 
^v could be deposited in an^ 
rnmtnt treasury. Earlier Jl 
I he deposited only in *'any bank 
easury " After the amendment, 
immee secretary had directed 
TD executive officer to deposit 
urplus funds amounting to a 
pmg Rs 4$ crores in the govern* 
ireasury^and had assured the 
rate of interest and also com* 
it lots (or the loss of interest due 
(‘mature withdrawal of fixed 
Its from various banks. 

' TTD asxociaijoni and the man* 
committee had vehemeetiy 
ed the governmeni directive, 
wo days before the board of 
es was to meet, three Telugu 
n legislators were planted m 
lard and the chief minister N*T. 
Kuo, gave a statement saying 
s a, devotee of Lord Venkatas' 
le was sure that the lord would 
ject to the Devesthanam funds 
used for feeding Starving chil' 
nd for providing drinking wa* 
le board of trustees duly com* 
VII h the government d tree live, 
two devotees—a 36*year*old 
Iturist^Vidyasagar Rao and a 
r old vedk scholar^ Keshav 
hasiri, vice president of .the 
\nusudhan Pari shad—thought 
'ise. Apart from the various 
ind religious points in their 
n challenging the validt^ of 
vernment order, the* petit ran* 
imed that the Fund could not 
nad surplus as it was intended 
nsion and provident Fund of 
ployees ano that the state has 
thonty to lay its hands on 
belonging to a particular reli* 

I 

Justice P. Kondandaramayya 
judgement suspending the 
[ment order observed chat if 
rernment order was allowed to 
it would make the TTD a 
imenc departmenty iMt the 

ins raised in the writ petition 
‘ger dimansions^nd the funds 
i be accrued were not suffi* 


cient for the propagation of Vedan* 
teS«* piumofton of Senskrit aad re* 
nevfilbp of temples aperi from char* 
HeM purposes as said fn the Act. 


TlixsgigaArfe. CMirvry-ofdrree^po/u/arfy fcoown as Thanmauuhn ftic campus 
of\b€ Univer^ty Cntl^ge,-Trivandrum, which has msDir^fi many a Mnlayalam 
poet iocJuding Aumara/iasan. was <kui /erred the tide of Vriksha&hrce tiy tne 
Students' Fvestry chib, However, the state forest minisier, fC. A^uruddin. who 
war tn pj aside over the function was not penntrted tv enter the campus by 
students protestiog agaiiisr the govern ment's aecision to cut down 60 /tec fares 
of trees in the A$eti forest in Fal/ihat district, northern Keraia. The tide was 
cortferred by the vice chancefior of the Kerata university^ A CoM/an m the 
presence or noted proftsaon end wn (ers Hke Aamafa Ohs and rrof Augarha* 
human who even compel a poem on the tree which is an imposmp iondmatk 
in the cky. 







PAKISTAN 




Women protest against the c/iadcfa 




On 12 February this year^ the Tehrik Women, Punjab (Pakistan) bravely came out on 
the streets of Lahore in a procession to revolt against the forced use of the chaddar ! 
(to cover their heads). At the city's ^ogai Chowk, the poiice (most of whom were worb 
constabies), beat the unarmed women protestors. These photographs taken wherrtt 
incident occurred^ bear testimony to the repressive measures against Pakistani worn 


# 


4 

ir 1 



























♦ I 


V 








. ■;» 




v\r» 


m 








|l ^1 


DM 


: W' 




n real* 
rro)6 


-f 




< 


fr-«« 






¥ 






t 








V •* 




V 


»/ 


s 

\ 


■1^ 










THE WORLD 


Andropov wants shops 
open at night 



Andmpcv; inmttnt 

I he new Soviet leoOer. 
Yun Andropov, ^lva^^ ihv 
OflU5 lor o new trend. 


koepms shop^ upei> riM late 
in the niKhi Most people 
shop during ihe ctayiime be¬ 
cause that's the tune they 
can KOI whet ihev want; the 
best Mucks. But in doicia $o» 
they art' avuidinR tneir 
dunes. Unlv a lew indulce in 
late-niKhi shopping. MiKe 
merchandise d<*esn*r last 
that kjnc Some shops and 
Stores are r»pen nil 1 pm, for 
Andropov, more and mure 
haid work cuuld rescue the 
siaAnatiiiK econtuny. Su he 
hit upon a new scheintv 'Op 
eruiion Tr^twl.* where iJk; 
police conduct daytime 
raids un sturvs. bars, movie 
ihiMtres and even public 
baths in search of pvuplc 
evddins work. Kid such a 
scheme has rurnvd out u» be 
an exercise in iutility, since 
nolxKiy pays any aiiention 
to unvemmeni rules which 
are usuilly lax. The onlv 
pUces that are full iiU liie 
in the niKht are ihe bars. 


trie (ime-tenM ouaiOK Of CM on 

Promise 

tfte unique tootfii 
wftn Clove 

fin (R dme veu OhenerM It (DO 7 



HwttwrtwenardQumi Aetwammfts 


Thou Shalt not 
kill— even cats 


Recently, a retired french 
Canadisri priest. Rev. Vjcto- 
* rien Tbeoret, who had killett 
five stray cats in 1380. was 
acqujiled df the murder. 
The five cats vrern hiding in 
his house. When he rang up 
I he saniiation authorities 
and asked them tu remove 
(hem since he had to return 
it» Monrrexl ihev didn’t 


heed his call. He then ki 
the cats, smee they w> 
starve ur be exposed to 
dogs in the areu. He 
however declared .that 
would never du it a 
Since “cats are like sac 
animals like cows in hid 
Rev. Theorei spends t 
winter in Miami and ret 
10 Mom real. 


Moscow, Washingto] 
and two peasants 


A private theological dis* 
pule between two Russian 
peasanr cuusins is irritaling 
iHirh Washington and Mon> 
cow Ryorr Vashchenko. 
a Christian pentecosi had 
gaiecrashed into the US 
embassy in Moscow in 1978 
and rcuMvtvd asylum. His 
cousin Grigory Vashchenko 
had been allowed lo emJ* 
grate to West Oernuny last 
year. The US emhassv offi* 


cials fell thai if f’yoir ci> 
gel an invitation from 
cousin Cngoiy a i<He-sa^ 
formula could l>e evoh 
But Origory. in spite uf rv 
aied requests has refugee 
Htnd an inviiaiiuri to 
cousing unless he denuun 
pentocoMal beliefs, 

E entvcosl Fyoir and 
smily has been living In ' 
U8 embassy basemeni 
five years. 


House for blacks in 
‘white area’ 


fur the first time in de¬ 
cades. Macks in Souih Afri¬ 
can cities will be entitled to 
own flats in what might be 
called the '’white man's 
area." Jn S^iweto, for inst¬ 
ance. hO.OUO of the 11.000 
huuws will be made avail* 
able for purchase at 40 per 
cent discount. This cam* 
paign IS the most dram at it* 
step the racial authoriiics 
hare taken to relinquish the 


xiates monopoly control 
black housing and to foster 

I Tivaie market in real c*sM 
or blacks. However, 
should bu noted that on 
"select" blacks will be taki 
in to occupy (ho houM 
which form scgrcgati 
townships. Most white n 
thorilics created a series 
segregated townships 
part oftheir apariheic 
ram me. 


pr»' 


Are the Russians Just 
imitators? 


US defence analysts be¬ 
lieve that Russia is not mili* 
larily superior to them as 
"ihH^ are always catching 
up to US." President Reagan 
had recently said that (he 
Soviets were ahead of them 
in the arms race. Pentagon’s 
new book. Sotitt Miwary 
Stiver says that Moscow’s 
n^igjous military design 
uresu and production ceS' 
ires are just “inidtors.” 
Russian plans for most of’ 
iheir weapons are based on 


K 


US produced weapons. Lav 
year the chief of staff of tbj 
Russian armed forces. Ma^ 
shal Nikolai V. Ogarkov hai 
said that US weapons repr< 
senied the greatest breal 
through!. Russia's latest In 
ter-Continencal BalliitH 
Missile (ICBM) end lul 
marine-launched missih 
failed in its firit trial lasj 
year. The laieai Russia i 
anii'ballistk missile 
hke a US missile buili 
decade ago. 
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W h^ An.ixrrM 

tn mak^ '‘ic* hiK* 
tii‘\x fHmof r*r 

AUiiooiw I It*'film 

sup^>i»««J to ■.• >ri 

Hi* Vi'11 yeuii upi. iMi i'i IK*' 
cemlivr. hirthduv. 11n* 
ill my liuiid u*.is »n ititviul' 

«IIK« l^kllM*! lM|H*i'S 

wvrv *>iH*iir tut ilu* irr>i 
•*hor mIik N n'«iN su)it>»vis(il 
hv Ktim.il Aniitilii Jkid 
liisk. litmcMo. stniik tiu* 

him NtMtn ulli*i tv.irtfx K.t 
K'hIi IvII horn Ki'Kr .»ml 
htMiKi'is Mt lorn tim* \*\ 
t>iu* *iml tIu* him 
sJirlvciK NiM\. >v4tN l•Mvl 
K < t \vsh >4fvm N (I»li. I s (* 
iMitml ii li(tlc*»l ili.h Ifst 

rn.i>:ic .iMd \f.irrttu>o jh oti 
Ills miiul a^uMi Will lit* Ih' 
.il>K lo m.ikv It iJitN irdit**' 


F or Atara.ma ^rnfla. th« 
‘Attend AvrA n$nd' 
girl. Ic>v« MMmsto havo 
comt tn 9 pdckdfie d«g j. It 
was r<*a(lymiid« ai ii hap< 
pen«*d fo VfM.vrfaanrt 
Ktimjr lijNfiM'durin;; ili« 
sht»rin;tof f^i*ic.sVoi v. 
DeVi4n«rfJ nearly forced 

ihe >*oung couple to Ull in 
love to fecilitMfo proper 
ihootingof the special 
Hceiiei in the film. I>cv 
siahiH •»aid to haw cone 
oul of hii Wtiy to muke 
Siit.iilu av jilahle tor 
.Sum it A lutnd ’> 'da te !>'. 
itdisoff to LK’vl One only 
hot>esihui liiMrickv^y 
him >ul)Nt*oiii«il Uiviocnds 
Rut (it>t*H It mean that 
Nutiinha li.iN lonveniently 
lu'L'n ignor itig her Calcutta 
hov frieiuP 


A nmd/Mri. the pretty 

... who acred 

uii a cripple in Thitneer 
TbJiKvr if* u dilemma. 
iK*cauNe nlie acied oi a 
Jove m.iking •>e(jueni« tn 
Theiieri rhaneerfihe hftii 
been ret'oiviiiun lot uf 
similar roles thul re(|tiires 
good deal of vxr>usirrc. She 
claims shi* is determined 
not to iic < rpc Mtch (Viles, 


Sneji' ov<'r/Ho«cipJ hy son 


S tvtf^i f.Vii'sitn V Min, 
I'j.fhho. ici-mx lo iivc 
in awv of his father. He 
claims rhdf lu* had acird 
even lu'iler ih.in his 
fathci The ilimiuhl of 
M'cing a film in which he is 
i l«i 1 m ct 1 1 o ha \ e (tvorshu • 
dowed Ins father, is 
t'liouf'h lo iritiRiiJate (he 
young man. 


siiNii«r mEiBTr sEenoM 


S iikSmitH has been real* 

j 


(Kh^ loot 

S iTnctimes^/aivii \f>cimi 
himself wonders what 
happened to him “1 think 
tbm is soitiut III uncalled 
fate that decides i he 
fortune of men. i fnmK* 
believe in iliai It iioi^ 

(hi ngs would not have 
happened to inc the nav 
they have," Na \ lo says in 
his more Milcmn and 
somhiv imxiu'ins. Ai timer 
he looks back and limb 
'*that thinpsvoold have 
b^n bet let but (ienlK 

donhknoiv uhat ueni 
wrniiK'^hvic and xheii 1 
Conk those in >1 umiip 
Steps." .\ t iim* came w hen 
Niiviii tiled ti* inn (hings 
straight vvlicn he si.iriod 
his on u him. fa.ni .Sc* 
Pvnar.i llnasiolH« 
directed bv liJ>h(oihi'>, 
Pi.H'iti S'isi IuiImh\ was 
started with f<c*kiNraTnl 
Hov Na\ 10 had a 
don hit I ole m ih«> film »ok1 

... Uivna tni*il 

thill best r<* help an old 
collcauoeblit iioihnig 
seems io have happened 

R emenil><*i .t/Wirjioud^ 
Ik* was not onh ’the 
king jitmiig C'mu chaiiH" 
onev hill also the 
higbc'spp.iid cnmediaii 
There were limes w hen he 
was belter paid f h.in the 
fIJm'H te.idiny siai H Km 
then I he sue cess veeni to 
Mehnouicrs he.ol and he 
didn't know vc hai to do 
With n So like all s|Hnlt. 
successtul men < and 
women 1 lie lived a luckless 
life. Hetmik ro Jiups. 
made some ven >Mipid 
filmsihji did Kidiv at the 
btM office, (hell lelt 
Ekifnbay and seiilecf dnwn 
on his fbrm in HangaliNe. 
Rpsult? Oihei comedians 
caine upand Mcbnuxid 
wail foipmien. 

P itmu .Vjcacan sail 
won del show she got 
into this rut ot disco* 
dancing and uthci kinds of 
s«xy dancing m Hindi 
films. Initiiulv. Pr«ma 
made ii e an impact with 
hergiMid perfoi mnnee. 

But,when the good rol«s 
stopped coininy she took 
whatevei came and that 
prove dhei ninlomg. Sow', 
all they want hvi ip do is 
ft ri p uiid d u 1 u e Haiti lere 
it very good monvv mu. 


P/rOi.t o.iiji'c nf»or •/jM»r«c('/ 


' Jy hardened by her role, 
as a MIX dancer, 
admits thui the does not 
feel a thing when she is 
it»uched by men. neither 
jHisitive or negative and 
while on shooting (here 
are a lot of {Hiople who do 
not lost an opportunity to 
make snide comments at 
her. 


n /i.is k ni*. I he f i 1 m d i rec* 
Xj tor, was highly success* 
till in providing a foothold 
in the 1 .*mil film industry 
fin iwo s oiMipcr , 
brothci s--/f/,itjo,iM unJ 
Cirie.ii Says 

Airtoian piondK' "Today 
vse fii«* kings nr our lields," 

A rt 1 ST os ol the 11.11 lonal 
thcatie ol Ki itain are 
simply I asciii.iiL'd b\ STfi- 
Kecentiv when ihvv cvc>re 
here, thev talkeil ot no¬ 
thing else mhei iliiin S'TR 
w h o h a' ht*i < I in<* I he t hiet 
minisiei ol .\iuihia 
1*1 ndc sli. hisii . 1(1 ol 
jjisuei ing The piu'sl nnis ol 
the piessim n, (lies uviv 
kir tiNi huss ijiM si miung 
' VnV picsswieh.ahii»*..\J K.. 

ei 



^Smokers 

Iboth paste 

Brings confidence to your smile 
brushes away stains 

Smokan Toothpasfen isp«i*l*yyformyl#with nttufil 
Oils sndSLftctova 4 It Mlofy dosns iho smborMtiog M#ins. ji/si 
fik* s dOf^tist would And oros for vour tooth ond gums 


Alsodvo^lablo i 
KhiiS Khus cool 

Toothpasio fo^ your 
wHolo family 


Trtiteb 


By AMRITLAL 




ARIES(t6AprlU14Mav)An 
lucky week tor 
rrvosi of you ThoM of you 
Mho aro if) Ihe craalivo art$. 
<^S^.^oriour$ and roco^riilKJr 
are in store ycu those emptoyed. 
a char>ge of tob or a promobon is 
indtcaied financially too itvs tooks to be 
a bnghi weaK, so SMCuisiors arto gamO' 
lei^ should rake advantage o1 it Those 
jwilh a family, (tometiic happtness pre* 
Iv4lls 

6sD0 daiat. a. 6 and 6 

Lucky flumbari. 2, s and 6 
Favwrtbie dtraetloa: P^rh*ea8t 


TAURUS (IS Mav-.U Joatl 
This 4 going to be a very 
busy week lor fawyers. 
(Creative ahrsn and asoe* 
Iciairy lor those appearing 
for eiaminabohs There are leiriy good 
chances oi gaming an unexpected tor* 
tune. Businessmen will ramam busy 
making new investmenis ihe whole 
week This will be a pieasam tiveek for 
(hose m lova. 

Goad tfatfi 7. a and 9 
liKky numbtrs. 2. 3 and s 
Favourable dlreclion Souin 


GEMINI (IS Juftf.ia July! 
This IS a wcok when ihin^ 
wril tend to move at a stow 
pace Those emptoyed are 
likely 10 face diHicuiiies 
from yovir colleagues and seniors Mai* 
tars regarding Dusmess may still remain 
tmsoJved At home an etderiy member 
might fall ptf and wii' be a cause ol 
concern Oueslior^able romantic ven¬ 
tures Should be avotoed 
Good datit: 7.6 and 9 
lucky tnimbors: 2.3 and 4 
Favouftbfa dirtcileh: West 


CANCER (fb Ju(y*^14 Au* 
gust^ A tavoarabto week lor 
you. f or po<il*cians. doctors 
and especiaiiv those m ihe 
security services, success 
lies your way CreaUva wr^ers wHI re* 
ceive hohodrs. Ftoatvieky, this week 
does nol seem lo .b^ very lucrative 
Busir>easmen are AdWsed not to make 
hew investments 

Goad dales: 4. S artd $ 

Leeky Aumbert; 5. ? and e. 

Favourable llrectlon: North-west 






UO (IbAepaM 14 Seotam* 

bert TNd is an excellent 
lw«ek lor those m love 
Trips arto pames are m the 
lotting Matrimonial 

aikances art bkeiy to take place Ttus 
week the monetary position l^s Onghi 
For those unamptoyed. unaxpectad |Obs 
might come your way A letter at me end 
ol the week wil brmg plassant news from 
far Women rraght receive resents of 
leweilery 

Good dates 3 $ ar>d d 
Laefcy numbers: t, 2 and S. 

FeveiKSbla dbection: Cast 


VIRGO <19 Stptemtar~14 
October) This week writ be a 
Ptoasant and happy one 
You wid Oe surrounded by 
those you love You are 
Mely to receive favours irum a bertotae- 
tor A good week tor ihe sportsman you 
will race*vd awards Parents ml be hon¬ 
oured tor mae chAdren s acbwtias TKs 
week tt favourabto tor specuiabon and 

gantohng 

Geed eafst: 9. 8 and 9 
Lecky aenbers' i. 2 and S 
Favoerible dlrsctten: South 


LIfRA (IS October-^H 
Mevenberi D*sp<Mes and 
controversies are m store 
tor you Ihis week Those m 
professional f«ol 0 s m«ghl 
come m tot some severe p*ci$m Those 
in government services are Mety lo bo 
transferred But ihey a«e advrsed rtot to 
lake (]r>y drasiic dect$ior>s pertwong to 
iheir career FinanctaHy loo this week 
does not sound good 
Geed ditts: 3. & and 7 
iMfey tiemben; 2. 4 and 6. 

FsveursWe Artttioa: North 


SCORPIO (IS Navember—f4 
^^Dtstnbir) Tae steady 
routine that you have hap 
over the past tew months 
wiN have to be ariered ihi$ 
week An eider^ member Of your family 
might iTssundeisterKJ you and 
(fas could lead to a tot of unrtocessary 
pfOCHems You might be forced 10 change 
your residence. 

Geed dales. 3, G and 8 
Lwtkf aurnMit. 4. 5 ana 6 
FiMhirabto dfrectlea: West 








SACrnARIbS (IS Oecsm* 
ber—14 Jaauary) This is r>oi 
(he appropriate time (o 
make changes. On ihe 
business from and on the 
professional iron: you might encounler 
senous opposiiion this week. You are 
asked to be Oh your guard againsi 
iieacheiy and deception this week 
Those in tove mighi lace difficulties. 
These will, however, be over at the and 
of the week 
Goad dalei, 7. a arto 9. 

Lucky flumbtrs; 2. 6 and 7 
Faveursbis direciieit* South-east 

CAPRICORN (15 January—14 
Fibrutry) Though your 
linanciai conduioh may 
worsen this weak, you 
should avoid bortovAng 
irom your friends or coussgues. Thera to 
a chance of be^ng deceived, so be on 
your guard One oi your vary near 
relations migni tali rii and this could lead 
to heavy expenditure A member of the 
opposite sex who had gone out of your 
life will return and create problems. 
Good dates; 4. 7 and 9. 

Lucky nenbers: 3, 4 and 7 
Faveurible diiacitofl; South 


AQUARIUI (19 Fsbiusry—14 
Marthj A very good week 
. for romance, courtship and 
marriage. However, try not 
to take any unnecessary 
risks or hasty decisions Your relatives 
wiH coniribute lo your ehare Of happi¬ 
ness A good woek lor those in service 
your rrnoehding problems will be solved 
and you m^ht even be praised by those 
who metier 

Geed dstss. 4, 7 and 9. 
iHcky Rumbtrt; 3. 4 arto 7 
Favourable direcUtio: South 


PI$CFS|lSMar<b-14A9rtl) 
A 'airly good week 
except for one snag your 
hCdMh rrvghi cause some 
concerr^ Those nbove 40. 
ospeoa-ly should lake no Chances with 
Ihe weather Try not to oversksm yourself 
this week Prospects are bnght on the 
financidt troni There are chances of your 
ga«r>ir^ through specufalive means. 
Geed dales: 4. s and 6. 

Lucky numbirt: /. b and 9 
Favoersbia direction; North-west. 




Far these bam ia We4itss4ayi: You wiU be very rasouicafui m Me 
Vou a/e very acijva aru. abova ail. extremely dynamic arto 
cannot lolerata boredom and ihachvity Your efficiency and hard 
work win reap good frud At a vary young ega you mb be 
burdanad w4h a io( of raaponsibifitias Woman are usually vary 


•ndapendeni and hard-working You tend to be extremely tnendly 
and heipiui and wiH nave a bhssfui mdtrred Me Though you are 
always on your tool thm i$ ona snag which adversely sKacis all 
your merxei peece and henmess uimeaiin The reason is sheer 
over work. The remedy kes in your own hartos. 
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Safety and energy-saving with 
Bajaj industrial luminaires. 


BJI - 240 DP 


0JDW - 200 


BJIE/V- 240 


BJFP- 150 


BJHBI-250/400 AL 






6J1- 240 VP 
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electricals IlmlTed 

V V .47. tk^O. > ntf« .^Oft Ql\ 


4$ >47. Vm< Iwiman AD«d. > u Ki6»ei‘400 02^ 
SranctiM <Mr iaM 


The lighting people 
since 1938 


Htroi* 6 e* 65 d 









BALLlA UTD: Twu dosen dancing kh K 
^eiiioed rhe }'as>Ar<i ihjIkv s(uh<m fur 
more than iwu hours aRuinst tlir 
(illeftcd hara^HTDrnt by a clique of 
youn^ copji uiid .vouii^sttfrs of ihe *u<m 
A ccordin>! to i^^xirtc the ^n’ls alJe^rd 
that some vounp puJuemeii and 
cicitenshad tKredU>n«>d i horn dial rhev 
wfluJd have to leave thvir “|irufe%stuu- 
a I ac t i VI ti I's " I K%*t u se t hesc w vi e o 11 u r * 
Inft yuun^ men which nlrinuitclv Ivads 
them into flush iradv, Ibwevcr, tliv 
Uirls refused to iiccc|ir tb* sc jUv^u 
ciou« und clunnvd that they were li^ inf 
j normal litV llitrjuf!li the profcssKui uf 
ihmciiif and siiiKinf, hinaJIVs thufuK 
lifted the fhviau when I hey were 
assured ihat iheir f rievanevs wdulJ Ih> 
listened to •-f'nmeertS.Saha. CaJ 
cuitai 

PUNK: It was the nruverhiul last stiuw 
for a you Ilf city ho use wife wh.’ii licr 
husband asked her to cut her knee- 
length hair as she was iisiOK "tmi 
much" soap and oil for its mainie 
nance. Harassed earlier by insatiable 
demands of ihe husband for cosily 
fudfets from her father, ibe vvonian 
approached a civil rouit here to end 
the seven-month murringe. The iudi« 
cial magistrate. Mr V.K. Deshpuade 
held curlier tins week that the 
woman's statement to the effect that 
she was provided with a shamiKMi 
mixed with DDT by her husband to 
stem the growth of her hair, amounted 
to lll•l^eaImenl—H/nifosxoo '//*nes(A 
nil Malik, Saharanjiuri 

TIftUUHENDUR: About fiti consr.ibh s 
from differeiic {Uirt.s of the state ivho 
were on election duty in Tiruchciulut 
constituency took a "march past" on 2 
Mnrch in mutii with choir heads 
shaved, and worshipped !»enrlul Vtiiru. 
gan. obviously relieved that their elec- 
tt^ii work had come to a close smuoth 
enabllns them to return to their 
b^e«. They had lied towelt on rheir 
h*ad$ and carried baakeis full of tern* 
pU ptaiadfm to the places where ihey 
Vfre stayinaWndJoij Jtxpxt’.ssiPushpa 
Aq^ihe, ’karpakkam. Tamil Nadui 


RANGALORK: The students of a col* 
lege is Karnataka have invited dacoit 
queen Phoolan Devi now in a Mudhya 
^adesh jail following her recent sur¬ 
render. to be the chief guest at a 
valediciory function In theii college— 
Indiatt £Vprerr1 Kasturi Shenoy, 
Hyderabad) 

NEW DELHI: The country’s leading 
hoteliers and jestauranl owners. 
Httendiiig an all-India convention in 
New Delhi on I March vtioHl in silence 
to “mourn the demise** of tourism in 
India This provided a fitting crid to 
the con vent I on whose theme was “Are 
wv really serious aixmt inurjctn!-'** 
Among those in the audience grieving 
at tourisms passing was dirvciur 
general o| tourism, R. Mehra. This 
piquant situation arose when the 
Speaker, Mi A. l eriundi-s of the Dlwr 
01 group uf hotels, complained that 
though touricen had become the coun¬ 
try’s largesi loroign exihati^^' eainer. 
there was no recognition uf iln> lact in 
ihebiiilgei' In a half-serious 

tune. Mr Eernandes asked the audi¬ 
ence to stand m silence to mourn the 
death o| tourism—hid/an EepresqV, 
Ramachiiiidran. Madrasi 

BOMBAY* A uassengrr, who was late 
for Imarding the New De1hi-b<*Mnd 2S- 
On Deluxe Express hit upiui an idea to 
catch the tr.un. He made an anony¬ 
mous call to the general manager of 
the Uestern Railway and whispeced* 
“Mu'ie's .1 homh on hoarti " Kailw*av 
ofticjals made a clean sw-c'c-p of the 
iraiii ti» Delhi. Pasxengeis grew 
panickv as ixilicemen ushc-ietl I hem 
mu oi the compartments. The 
Haiti which-W. 1 S to leave lb)mbjy Cen¬ 
tral at ItJ ^0 am left at 1 pm—fm/ran 
EcfiresqHhjgw jtr SahdJ Ag.iiwal. Ah 
gath I 

HI.|.\PrR: A pleasant surpit-ve aw.< 
ited Ihe pf*ople Keie on the moi mug o| 
T) Maicli. Ihe assistant sommissionci. 
Saniavdas i.uina .ind the municipal 
coioicillms swept the risuK fiom ImIii* 
dhr i’howk To Siddheswai 1 cm pie for 
almtrsi two hours Mr t^upia. who Ic 
also the incharge rtuoncipal councillor 
said he would otter this chr.imd.i/i 
hciict' lor ill every w^ek—Deccarr 
Ht-fiiUKW .Sripatlu Kao. Udupij 

SI1A1>NA<>AR* A str.mge caite uf a 
deceased woman exsHuiuig her will 
lhiv*e davs alter her death came lo 
bghi. One Mi's .Siddaliin Bheemamma 
till, uf Chnrkiipallv village in Shadiia 
g.ir r.j/prf of Xlahbuhnagar distrut. 
expiretl <m 2 Echruary. Surprisingly, 
her pro[H*iTy uf 11 15 acrvicvras said to 
haw Iweo d4K<irrH‘nterl in favt»iir of 
one Siddaluri Bhoojui] Keddv in Shud- 
nugar >ub regis(tar's ufltceun S Febru¬ 
ary After due enquiry, the tahasildar 
of Shadnagar. Mr G. Range Rao. re¬ 
fused to issue the cvrtificdie axhhe 
register shawl'd the date <if tleath a% 2 
Ke b I u a ry. 1 J—i Jet c .irr ('Aron a - 
ki Irene F reader ick. SecuiideralNid) 


IVIt^NtfConifti^ 

India was very easily forgotten 
amidst all the charm and sump* 
tuousness laid on for the benefit 
of the representatives of 100 na- 
tions —S.K. Daitu-Ray in 

Who made Zia*ul Haq President 
of Pakistan or for that matter, 
Cuctro bis cuundy’s Prime Minis¬ 
ter? These are countries who. 
hang their Presidents and Prime 
Ministers—Jay Duhashi in Ot'ga- 
/K.ser 

Mrs Gandhi is one leader who 
gives you total freedom to work- 
V.P. Singh, union minister uf com- 
merro in iPet'keiid Review 

President Reagan*» rhetoric »nd 
the whopping increase in the US 
defence budget were fertile 
ground fur Soviet propaganda in 
West Europe. It was eaxy enough 
to paint Rea^n as a warlike char¬ 
acter with hib linger on the nuc¬ 
lear button—S. Nihal Singh m 
The /f/uitreted Weakiy otlndim 


tndim 



I wish i was (marriedto Palestine) 
but Palestine hat still not 
accepted me*-<I have fallen in 
love I (>iil> once—Yasser Arafat 
talking about his love life to Tele- 
entph 

I dn use moke*i^ and expen¬ 
sive perfumes like Charlie- I lovo 
everything ( do—Shalinitai Patil 
In Bombay 

How women who apparently need 
very little clorhing themselves, 
can speak to you aiwut the advan* 
cage of being clad in certain fat^ 
l ies is mysterious tu me—RGK in 
Sunduy Renew 

Films that people don't see. hooks 
(hut people don't read—such is 
(he stuff of which the best of 
cinema is sometimes made—Chi- 
dananda Dasgupta in Indian Ex¬ 
press 

The heait has pumped right 
alon^ It doesn't bother me at 
all—Burney Clarke, recipient of 
the hrst artificial heurt to his 
surgwn William DeVries quoted 
in nme 
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Frosf UI0 


mind of OM 8^ 
a mw wave of 
excitement.,. 


Oid Spice Shampoo gendp washes yopr hair dean, 
without robbing yoiir scalp of its nourishing natural oils. 
Old Spice Shampoo con he used for ait types of hair, 
it leaves your hair soft and manageabh with the 
unmisjakable fragrance of Old Spice. 

The new Shampoo 
with the international fragrance 



rian {Black) 


i m mifm 

■ ■ mm 




mtm 

mfm 


't*Mh rWhftc) to mov* 

ikjv Flwhar orvea ramaikMofi Af?»ar>can 
(hat whai ha nuAX <nrovM aCovt 
v»'>g ehaab waa wacehmo h<« opponant a 
> crafk Not a vary numOl# tOhiimafn 
ona mult aclmira hia camtoui 


ChMacMvara ara a va<y ago cmcioua 
CfvaA tiMMOh «aw woviC ba ao boM oa fo 
a^nH a. and iMa apo conacioganaaa can 
marafaat iiaaH tfraedy on play at tha 
chaaaboaid 

A 9oed MKiftratiOT it ttia opawnp fauOa 
tahich tand to davatop batw a an nvo hvata 
abound aomabedr'a piM Hna Both aaauma 
amranchad and dtatnatneaHy oppoaad pob* 
liont whi ch aaeh wtt dafart with an 
oodufacy that aomaiintaa a aama to po waa 
bayond iha raiienat. 

Taha *or aq ntpta (ha Botvkm* wlaUon 
tarnrm 9m Omntald 1 »-04 N-KB) 2 P- 
094 P KN3 3 N-QB3 P-04 4 ft- 

N2 S 0-N3 Pm? 6 OaBB 0-0 7 P^4. «n 
HoKand Timman and Soaonko ha*a baan 
waging fhair own pnvata wa* In Itaa hna tor 
aema ihtm. wMh r*mman at Sladi awatain 
tng alarming caaualiiaa* C hmn that Thfunan 
•a the auQtigar ptayar. ha COidd ai any ibna 
awitch to anothor datatwa wHh ovary 
avocution of MKCaaa. yoi na ratvaaa. 

Anettwr nominaa In fM» line for tha 
S a t Warl Award for loot eauaaa It Hungaiian 
grandmatcar Andres Ador»an In Ma yowih 
ha iwtct boat homach thw waoaiion 
Now Pwiiach *4 mvtrad lo harvati iha 
rawpios oi Ihs aamar ia*ivraa Ha eooid ba 
a loot to dnchnn 

Whiip i Poriifch Black A Adonan 
Cnjnfald Dafanca. M t d eo IBt2 


1 PM(B9 2 9-OM P-KN3 

2 N-QBa P-04 4 f»-B3 B-N2 

B 0-M3 PiP 6 OsBP 0-0 

7 P^4 P-B47I 

An dcaimiaiic saenhea, to say tha latat, 
which ivggavu that Adorjan la not baing 
eMlialy oOtaetiva abogt ho ehoncat. 
a Qm? B-M6 f N-AB 0N-02 

to NaN NxN DIAOPAM 

11 Q-KNftI 

Winning a piaca, for if 11 ... 8-K3 12 P- 
QS. In miugahon Whiia's mova la aaav lo 
wadook, but It ia kit* punlshn>ani tor 
rdaymg ao incagtiowaty. 

11 . . . P-B4 12 P-KP3 B-B4 

13 P-KN4P-Kft3 14 •-•4« K-B1 

1B 0-Kai PaP ie PaP N-03 

Of couiaa 1B . . . IvNP 17 PbP* foreat 
maM 

17 P-B3 BbP ia P^KB 
Afraid that 18 PiB NhP 19 0-K2 teP 
•mghi atiN lasva Black In with a chanca 

19 . . . B-II4 19 PkN PaP 

20 B-H2 R-Q9t 21 B-C2 P-N3 

22 N-R4 R-03 23 M-BB a-N3 

24 B-B9 Mi 

Pracipnaiwg a hnal calamity, bui ha it pulta 
lost anyway 
2B P-061 Raaignt. 

Whha Is thraaianing OsRP«. 

MICHAEL STEAM 


rnmur convwniionf ir> b^dtPry hava Ihr . 
and on thb naal horn a French pairs 
North South uaad ena that workad 


Oaaiar North Gama aii 
* AO J 
V A J A s 
0 A J » 

A m « 4 

'9 N A B 

'/32 W C 90994 

' 9 7 e .1 * 0X942 

bKO903 B AA472 

AH10B79422 
9A 10 
0 Q 10 
A i 

orth opanad 1NT, 16*1B In tha Franeh 
'la and iha bidrting evntinuad. 


OUTX 

WeST 

NORTH 

& 


- 

INT 

No 

2V 111 

No 

3* 121 

No 

4NT 

No 

6A 131 

No 

6A 

No 

No 

No 


?l Normal transfar. 

2) Indicating good support (or spada* 
a indicalad suii) and kiaars «n tha suit 




fESTfONfi 

> WhBl 18 (ho currency of H«jb7 
Somowtiore m Iho Souttt AmoncBn 

rrilhenl is an imgginsry iond aboun^ng 
gold and pracious s(ofioa. wfuch me 
riy EngiAh adventurer Sit Walter 
iWgn went in seartn of. What is the 
me of Jhe Ipnd7 

The French realstance movement 
Ich developed during Ihe German 
;upation*betwpen 1940^46 had a ape- 
I name. vV^y wan they ao atiled'^ 

> VVhe diecoverad Ihai aieei could be 
de ruat-pfooT? 

‘WhUkerabpionotocats, bui what do 
y lignify Pr Qhyaiea? 


rierr>«d Tha same convention con ba usad. 
I imagmt. wnh a full fwCh aa A ■ a I think 
the A a baiitr idaa than ahowrng a «iong 
s*dt suit, 

131 Oar 3 ikaa. 

$ow(h ruHod Iha laccnrf cl4A and drew a 
round of trumps losiaad of piayaig ihiea 
rounds of ftaans, wiih ma Aamoraj hnakaa 
M rsaarva. South lad e 0 at onoa and pvt 
on tha Ac« whan Wasi piayad >ow Than ha 
lad ttumpa. arriving at the peariien 


V A jg 
♦ - 

A 10 

N 

w c 

s 

A 9 

V« 10 
« 10 


V ■ > • 


Cbt Iha laal trump Wasi thr o w a haan. 
dummy a dub and last pcHorca, a haan 
Souih than piayad Xing and Aca of haans. 
as ha knaw that Wasi s Iasi card was Iha 
Ouaar> of chiba. 

TERENCE REESE 


6. The term 'While ElepKanr has its 
ori^nB m a cuetom followed by Jungs of 
Thailand. Whal was the custom? 

7 An animal is also often (mown as the 
River Horse Whal is 4? 

8. Whal are the consRuents of laughmg 

gas? 

g. How many Pilgrim Fathers sailed tor 
Ampnea m the Mayflower? 

10. What was irta Golden Bough? 


euuad 

•9otd dl Wl di peu eeeuev ipO v 01 
■/ijpjfioo UMO eegi ui uognoesMd 
edtoee oi 0291 jegmeides 9 <40 eoi 
'leuiy xif pei«f euetund M9 ii0u9 101 •$ 
ueOAio put uete^ *8 
inuftTOdoddN ni 4 


Stomp 


(i*w< 


!•?*• Vititi Rmi«n lUii«9/ Ltromnvaid 


ChMing Iha peal 10 fmrt tha Peal OfAce 
has Navad mom than 200 piclura peat* 
canSs rapredudng tha daaigna of BrttMi 
c o rrwnamoraine aiampa. SeriU of tha aarty 
Asuas. rtatsHv thoaa of 1974 faaturing 9m 
harm chawnut traa a«id tha flm motor fira 
angina, mt now vary acarea. Tha 1976 cat 
of four peslearda dapiciing raiiwey 
•ocemecivaa la atio akoive. costing towards 
£36 In mim eondhlon. 

C. W.HILL 


UPOW 

8i V ucM) IS03 JO etqnori eiouj luBidooj 

tm sesneo udigM ui6 Aue Ajiu6<b oi 
euioo 9BU uuei 9*41 enui uinj oi peiueM 
Aem OMM itiunoa Aue oi lueudeie oin* 
p lueseid o) pesn sOuni legx 9Ui g 

'jieij ueuinij ubm) 
>euunii msAiO p spot Auu eie Aeux 9 

fOOid isru |j epeuj 
laets IB utmuojMo jo lueo ted ti 
pe>o•^oo6|p Skpi u> Adfejearfi Ajubh *9 
SMBprio put eiipueq joi jahoo po^ 
9 pepiAOxl ipiivk eotSTOO pue eoue;^ 
uBeugjjeiipen u* Ouipunooe qruos aauep 
70 eihOeui eui won ptAuep sbm eiueu 
eux 'StnPen *41 9b uwouh.e^eM Agqx g 

opBJoa 13 2 

epjnoQ *i 
8U3M8MV 
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Two now Tuner Amplifiers from Philips 


The sound of purity and perfection 


AH 719; (120 wtt») 

HhlUp* ih« uHUmi* io ■ouft<fpo«*«r 

tn th« AH 

F%biik)U9 aouad way up to 120 watta. aad no 
dialortkMi raachaa yvur aan. 

— L£D'a ladlcata whaa Aualc paaia af# 
raachad 

- Scratch and Runbk ftllarv cal nd of 
unwaotod noloo 

— Hoadphono aockat and cooloor vwllch. 

- Firtt M Indta. Auromatic Fina Tuatni chat 
locks In a aiatWn - no dnrnai. 

Matching AH 429 SpMkM 

- 20 cm wootar enhanced by hoaa r«fUt 

port daHvan a giorMua deep rtc-fi baaa 

— IntaroaiMQaUy acknowledtad dome 
tweeter poara forth bnUiaat bl|h oetae 

" Malleuioua aUaelFe'aeeuallc dealsitt to |fva 
you the beat apoekere avelleblo 



AH 718; (65 watte) 

• • Separate LFD'a for etcch chennol (or peak 
power indKethm 
Cootour awllth. 

' Fmt le Jndlo. Aulvataltc Fine Tun Inf I hat 
lecia to a atetJon • no drlftlnp 

— Lelaal atyllnf In iJaok vanaor cabtnala and 
oietl ahteo knoba. with ehiRonl aluminium 
feelBf 

MAlcfalng AH 41S SpMkera 

— Dual cone daatfn olfara a wido frequency 
iweponae' 

— Heavy laffe BMAel end oaclueJva 
veica cttU. 

So alap to at yoor IrMrtdly Phillpa dealer. 

Give your eara a true ilalaohrf axperlanca 


PHILIPS 


AH 429 Speaker 
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iP I TO 
0KIN6 VOCOUT 

A NICI TOA$T€r 
EN6C»S«^ WPf\H 
UW4T UIOU.P V9V' 
UAWT ON JT’ 


HOHii 1$ TM6 PtitST 
TkAT comes 
TO MIMP..O* J 
MA?6 J€uLV...y^ 


I CANT 
STAN^ IT 


I'VE NgARO TMAT 50 ME PCOFlE €VSM 
LIKE CK^'TNEv ON T^iA T0A$T6O En6CiSK 
Wff\H$ OR MAVSE CREAM CHEESE 


REMEMBER 

: 5A*r 



Creating new waves 


E verybody knows about waves 
from seeing them on water. They 
ore, nf course, surface wav«». penet* 
rating a very shc^rt distance <n water. 
The famous British phvsicisi and 
Nobel pii^ewinner. Un*d Rayleif&h, 
us lon^ a);«i as 188^ exitovinded how 
such surface waives traveUed over 
the eaiih in ilu> woke of an curih- 
cfuake. 

In ]^6S, rwM American scientists 
sliowod h<iw to create acoustic waves 
in the surface of a piezueJectric 
material. A pie/,oeU'Ciric: material 
«uch as quart/, or lithium niobaic. to 
name only two, has a strange pro|>vr* 
ty. When it ^s compressuo or stretch* 
ed if produces uii electiical voltage 
When a senes of such tensions and 
compressions is set up. it creates a 
waveform winch. ihouMli nut exactly 
transverse, travels both ways alone 
the surf .US' r>t the crvctal. It a metat 
contact is placed at one side the 
wave prupagHtes in one direction 
onlv. Because U ponetrutes a ven 
limited diniance into the crystal, it is 
deftcnlied as a surface acousiic wave 
(SAW). 

Mention must be made of inierdi* 
aital iiansducvrs iIDTsi? They form 
the biixc^ of ull SAW LomiHinems. An 


inierdicital tiansducer converts 
electru*ma|tiieiic signals into acous¬ 
tic ones, or vjce*versa. Tor example, 
when two IDTs are separated by a 
length of the quartz stirfai'e and a 
radioTrequency signal fc'd into the 
input transducei. i 1 creates a surface 
acoustic wave that travels to the 
second ll)T where it is converted 
hack into n radio-frequency signal. 
Ideally it ix not different from the 
input ognal. except that it has been 
deiaved because surface acoustic 
wdvev tras'el much more slowly than 
radio wavi'& in s|^ce or in a good 
conductor. In other words, the dia* 
gram lemesents a SAW delay line. 

Tlie jim of a delay line is (need it 
be said?) to deday or store a sigoal 
for a cerrain time..li has applications 
in radar, for example. One great 
jnieresi today is in its use m colour 
television; this could lead to largo* 
scale commercial production. 

A lot of research of the post de* 
cade or so has intfeed been for de¬ 
fence nicroelecironies. A SAW de* 
vice IS robust and able to withstand 
great shock. U made from correctly 
cut quartz 11 is immune to great 
temperature change's. tTKe frequen¬ 
cy of a quartz crystal depends on the 


dimensions of its cut, no that it can 
control timing in a watch or cluck, as 
m widespread use today.) It is small 
enough to l>e compatible with other 
fTucruelectromc devices. It can go 
into a guided missile. It ran be used 
in antj-jamming circuits. It is easy to 
make and comparatively inexj^n* 

sive. 

SAW devices form subsytems with¬ 
in more complex circuits. The people 
interested are mkroelectronics en¬ 
gineers, fur what is called (he *pfo 
cessing’ of a signal, which in moJem 
times IS very complex and involves 
some fairly advanced mathematics. 
Processing involves filtering, band- 
passing. storing, delaying, selecting 
a desired signal from clutter (or 
irregular interference on radar 
screen from echos, rain, etc), and so 
on. Of the many papers produced in 
the past decade, very many are con¬ 
cerned with the overcoming defects 
not so far mentioned. There is 
capacitance between metal strips. 
There is resistance in tliem. Tliere is 
re-radiation from them. There are 
losses in the piezoelectric material. 
There mav be unwanted phase dis¬ 
tortion. These are but a few of the 
difficulties that suggest that SAW 
technology is not really at all simple. 


C L Roltz 
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Ofc«ime, yoy ouir rhooic rt>e bcw ilccmAciwt for him. 


You’ve to hantl »r to Ntturt^ 

For (he rhtHjjhtful she putt prorertive *'4mibod^** 
inmorher'sxnilk BietwMinfpfoytao»mporumro(e 
in impemo^ immunity <o (He new bom egoiMt gewr^ 
intesiinal «nd (Xher dimn. 

Niturally nourishing. 

Narure tlio w nkei ihe nphT faelance of body bwl Iding 
fnc&is (prtxeifl), energy fo^ {evbohydrtiet. fon) and 
hrtich guardians (vnamiru) to make mother's milk ideal 
for ihe rtew horn. {FtxinsnrKe, beetK'fod babies don't 
Usually suffer from scurvy, a vj csmto C defk irficy .) 

A breaat'foO baby feels more aafo and secure roo Because 
you cuddle him close while he suckles to iwiifr ^ 
his hunger 

Popular worldwide. 

Breast•focding is now gerdng more and more popular 
even in the West as ns r>wrricionaJ and other benefits are 
getting more widely appreciated. 

But what if you’te nor able to breasi'feed for reasons of 
healihor. Jiuyhe, because your milk u nor aulTKienr for 
your babyr 


$pny dried AmuUpray. 

Nutritionally well balartfcdvith pdme*<)uaJity prorein, 
taiy to digest hrs and carbohydmei and the eiglv Mend 
of eueoti^ vtUreins and minrnli. 

It'seaay to m la i n previously bui led warm water: no need 
to m^Ee a paste first. 

Ccorsocnical. 

And, Amulsptay *s the moti ecoonmiial amor^ n nned 
baby foods. 

Because tr SI made by ehe modem milk cumpleit that 
. pioneeted India's'’1^lterevolullon'^ 

Bur be suer you use boded water and hygienirally 
* sterilised utensils and foediru bottles. And. follow (he 
for uae on the pack strictly to avoid 
OvtediluHon and ensure adequate nouHshmenr 


Cbi^m I) m 


I M nAMM* 
j»Mu^ e—^ein»»v u 
MTM 
• baan. IML 
aur Tii^ mU 

rnM*ae«RaM ISIM. 


AMtasgciDrbeioierasc of yiMir baby's htahk. 
Item iW —bars al 

AMUtSPBAY 
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BlACkOOld by Ootclnny and Ud^fio 





m«UMOf IT 
W: 1>1( HMAMI HAVt 
IMtMttMep.THftT 
NOW WHAT WC'M ) 

Amu: y 





you CAN Me 
V^'AIOCTTIN^NeAK 
'meccMfri nrs 
ArntACTTN&T)4IM 
Asa IN r 


•! *«' ■'*“.<:' 'i'v 
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M... our HOW 
COUCOTHm^Mf 
WCAUTmONtY 
OMttWNO... A 
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\ CAN'T rmNO 
flits IN My 
sou AM.' 





et. NO THerAtn$(i 
j U5T cove TP HUP rookiarii 
Fue«iANAlHllONeNW5MV 
AmtCKHjtOif YOU 
OON'TMJNP 



< i s- •'f’l 

■ • ''Vi 


m€$us/ 


fim 


THAT 
PftUlOie 
CMzy 


Kowivm* 
He wouePNT 
HUAT A 
Ftv/ 



M S(J(CK: 
Mjcee^t AMP 
MY fOimiNfi 
peMNPOM 
you: 
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IP SHfocwm^mi 
6 \Hm'M&YAHSO 
‘ //Vp 9 lVS/P^ 7 F' 




"a 

[■■■' M 

. 


im SMK Mr 6 Ai/i 4 Mcwr 
Sfyi uPAr7WS0otfYr‘r*u rwu 

CAiSAA TO HAVt AU SWCKS 
OP 90 CPC OfC W PAiiSntH 
PisrPtorto ' 
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fHiW: WAT'S 

semAf nt$ woastop 

THtSi iPmptSTANCe 
f LIGHTS fS 7?re 
iPST-LAS! 
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WI'lUveRV 
POMLYTOHAVe 
CAueep you eo 
MANY PPOftCCMS^ 
et^NOMKRTriS 


OHm 

AAThUtUKE 
COCKINSASWOM 
AT THK 
SOMHt: 


ANYWY^tDMMAOW We*Ct H 
SAIUINO POV^ THP COAST Of TNI 
KINSPOM Of JUPASA. If AOMISf 
VOU'IC. flNO THAT A MOAf 
HOOflTAOU UNO/ 
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HITACHI 


Httdchl World-ronowTi«d eledilca^ 0 Mnt» and 
uvtovoton in Japan Aby-woKliPthewondvrwartd 
Of JdparMse 1och7K]k>oy, th«y now hdip create Om 
naw AUwyn 2000 SL JteblQdralQfi Their con)pr« 0 or 
Is ma4e under licence from Hitachi, so you gat an 
exclusive V-year guarantee The Dew AUwyn now 
lasts longer than any other refrigerator, and gtvM 
wrs 01 freubte-free serMce. Now the tetfmotogy of 
the 60’f it here Troubte-free Joponeae techndogyf 



ThenewAlTwyn's teotures ir)chKle:3dou£)le-doormodti8.(16D 
pictured alongHde'300 and 360 Itri) with separate de^ freest e^ 
smgJe'dow modek (65.165.300 Ur) • outomohc defr^ e. 

Ircy • roU-bond freeser p^ytfyrene bnen e uiDng bottle roi^. 
from India's widest ron^ ol refrigerator 



2000 SL SEFSIGERKrO] 
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2000 SL Refrigerator 
common with Datsun? 



Japanese technology! 
It’s at the heart of both 


























DELHI DIARY 


KERALA MINISTER'S FAUX PAS 



CM KuuDtktrsn: duntni4h9d imtMt P«n»» « ™ * 

when the mini 

THE mult of the Semom byelcc* them to vote f^ 
tton bu certeinly dlmin^ehe^ the cen^kLete in H' 
imafe of the ConEr<M(I>-led coeli- understood the 
tion government of chief minister liughmg. Only i 
K. lUnmekeren in Kerele The CM ter realise that 
had been elected to the Assembly an election me 
from this constituency by a margin constituency wh 
of 3,000 votes in the May elections was being held. 


last year, Hus time the voters re* 
tumM the CPI(M>led front candi¬ 
date by over 6,S00»votcs. An inci* 
dent during the campaign has 
added insult to the CongressiD's 
injury. A ounisier in the Karuna* 
karan teem, who belongs to one of 
the coalition parties and is e new* 
comer to politics, being a fomer 
judge» has become the butt of a 
joke. The minister, who looks after 
the excise ponfuUo, was asked to 
campaign in Ncmom by (he chief 
minister. The minister asked his 
supporters to organise his election 
tour to the constituency, which Is 
on the outskirts of the state capital, 
Trivandrum. His men also fixed up 
an election meeting at Neyyatrink 
are. Neyyattinkara is not, hwever. 
within the Nemom consniuency. 
The people listened to the minis* 
rer*s longwinded speech in be* 
wilderment and only realised the 
purpose of the meeting at the end 
when the minister appealed to 
them to vote for the <^ngre»s(I) 
candkLate in Hemom. Thoae who 
understood the faux pas burst out 
laughing. Only then did the minis¬ 
ter realise that he was addressing 
an election meeting outside the 
constituency where the byelection 
was beina held. 



ASSISTANT WITH MIDAS TOUCH 


MINISTERIAL circles in the capital 
will feel the absence of an officer 
with the Midas touch. Mr Ashok 
Panda, son-in law of former union 
minister Redar Pande, who has 
serv^ on the staff of many minis¬ 
ters, has finished his term in Delhi 
and is being sent back to Eihar. He 
came to be known as the special 
assistant with the Midas touch be* 
cause two of the ministers be 
served under in succession in I960 
went back to their autes as chief 
fluaisteri. The ministers beuia Mr 
Janaki BaUabh Patoaik and Mr T. 
Anjaiah. who left Delhi to become 
the chief ministers of Orissa and 
Andhra Pradesh respectively. Mr 
Pande then became the aide to Mr 
Shivraj PacU and was with Mr Patil 
in the defence and commerce 

ministries till the minister was 
shifted TO the science, technology 
and electronics minitt^ (IncidOT* 
tally. Mr FatiJ was at one time 
tIppM to go to Bombay as the 
huJuraahtra chief minister; had 
this materialised, Mr Pande would 
have scored a hat trick^that of 
seiMng under three presj^tive 
chief ministers in a row.) Despite 



T. Anjwith: oee of Che heoefiriartee 

being a miiuatcr's soo-io'law, Mr 
Panoe has not been knows to exert 
undue pt^rkaJ influence except 

for one thing. Ho --* his ^ecial 

positon to get bis IA8 cadre 
changed Cram Assam to Bihar, his 
homestate. ^ as a raeult of the 
Prime Miaister*! directive, normal* 
Ip Mr Pande sbeuM hm MM heck 
to strife-torn Assets, nis far 
sifted act by him In I960, bowcv* 
er. ensure him a poeting in 
Biker new. 


SPIRIT OF NAM7 


MR Kamal Hath, die irrepressible 
Member of Parliament % from 
Chhindwara, can teach professional 
public relations men a lesmn or 
two. He was a member of the Indian 
delegerion et the non*aligned con* 
fere nee, but was*seen more In the 
media centre adjoining the confer¬ 
ence hell, than inside the hall itself. 
Instesd of attending to the business 
of The NAM. Mr Kamal Nath km 
himself occupied In the cafeteria 
run by the ITDC at the m^ia 
centre. No doubt, he became the 
most sought after deleutt for 
Diediemen. Mr Nath haa been a 
member of the Indian delegation to 
the last session of the t/cuted Na* 
tions general assembly as well. One 
wonders if Mr Nath is on the 
threshold of launching a new con* 
cepi in diplomacy—cafeteria , di¬ 
plomacy. After ell, along with ms 
childhood friend, Sanjay GaCKQU, 
Mr Nath did usher in an enllraly 
new. unconventional era in nation* 
aI politics. ^ 

SNUBS FOR US 
JOURNALISTS 

WHILE the mediamen in general 
were satisfied with the arrange* 
Dents at the NAM media centre, 
two American journalists, posted in 
Delhi, were always in a complain* 
ing mood. Their tncessent badger* 
ing made the normally cool- 
tempered Principal Information 
Officer (PIO). Mr U.C Tlweri. 
admonish them one day '’How come 
only you have complaints?’* the PIO 
asked them In a firm but polite way. 
This exchange was witnessed by 
many African end Arab ioumailsts, 
who had come to cover tne Summit. 
The firm handling of these rwo 
western mediamen by an Indian 
officer immedUteiy drew apprecie* 
five remarks from them. There 
were many sidelights ro the NAM, 
but thia one certain^ reflected tfse 
goo d ^ the non*eligDed aetkna. 
TAILPIECE: NAM's media CMunit- 
tee bad one name with oo denote* 
timi ^ 

svich other meDben. Tbarw was e 
flurry annn theiouniaUats to ftnd 
out who M^odteh PWIIg» the un* 
designated couu&Uiee member, 
was. Ultimately it was diaceyered 
that Mr Milip is a privtse peraon, 
hence the ebetnee ci a detignatien 
after his name. How did he get onto 
the committee? A powerfuT person 
in the Prime Minister's aecretariet 
had personally put him tbera. 

D.E. NfZAMUDOIN 
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D«t«rgMits 
mall* your 
elothoa eloan 


RANIPAL 
makes your 
clothes white 



That’s why 


every detergent 
wash should be 
followed by a 
Ranipal rinse 
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Only Foriians 


chi^e 
gthen 


Th« ttnsllns MiiMtloii tcUa you It’s actually woridng; 

£v€n heaJthy teeth need the contract the gum ttaue. The 

support of strong gums — If gums Onging sensAtfon you fed uhen 
become weak ana^ongy, your you brush your te^ udh Forhan's 
teeth no long^ have a Arm is die astringent at worit —maldng 

foundation That's sihy Forhan's your gums sponger, firma. So 
1$ formulated with an exclusive that your teed) stay healthy 
astringent that helps to bghten and longer. 
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The $250 million scooter 


In just twelve years, Bojaj Auto hos earned 
tnd«o woy over $250 million in hord current 
cies. In foct, the total is now neoring $275 
million, 

Even more important is the occelerahon this 
hos given India's image os 0 producer of high 
quaKty. high technology engineering goods. 

And we weren t competing just in Africo 
ond Asio. but the USA and €urop9 too. 


At home. Bo|Ot Auto vehicles ploy all sorts 
of roles. One of them is a little unusuol: They 
help the Government mobilise public sovingsl 
In foct, rigt^ now there is more thon Rs^.300 
ipillion in post offices and Kheduled bonks, os 
deposits for Bo|oj vehicles. 

ThoTs our woy. Always trytng to do much 
more, much better. 


^ bajaj auto ltd 

Volu# for monoy. for years 




Tomorrow you 
could find yourself 
riding another 
two-wheeler. 
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K 70 Nylon for Motorcycles. 

K 98 Nylon for Light Motorcycles, 
And. coming soon. 

K 1 37 Nylon for Scooters. 




Safely Through Technology 



A splash of beauty 
in your bathroom 
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Choose from Bombay Tiles 

and compose 

your bathroom beauty 


BOMBAY TILES 

Masterpiece -n 
glazed ceramic 
tiles 


= PT! 


MorUocftMbv 

Bon±^ Potteries &TllesLtd. Borrtxjy 
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ClMgWA 

A ^sbval in $wap<in Kuiriar Onoih 


In 'nss than two yaars after h« left hit ashram m Puna. 
Qn.igwan Rainaesh has sat up a sprawling ampir# n Oragcn. 
USA. compiaia wiih a Hast of Rons Royca cars Ratnaash- 
puiam sal up on iha wasia^aiHis of Oragon. is Oamg rapi^ 
convoriaO mio a nourishing city, wiih its own pptica forca. Tha 
ihaiapias. including sax and song. »a stis a pad of tha hfa of 
tha Stiagwsn s disciples. Racantly. howavar, a paiHion iilad on 
Pahflii ol Rsjnaash, lo grant him a parmanant residani status at 
tha USAwaslurnaddownbylhaimmigrabonauinoritias Thara 
ara ovan chances ihai iha Bhagwsn may hava to laavt tha 
USA soorr A firsthand rapod by Susmita Gupta Iroih Oragon. 

Paga 16 


SUNDAY IPCCUl 


Four non*Congrass(l) chial mimstars ol Iha south racanily haU 
a maatmg m Bangalo/a lo discuss and rascf^ common 
proOHKns facing lhair stales Many termed iNs tormation ol a 
southerr\ CMs’ counot as a direct threat lo tha centra. Anita 
PratapandShuhha Singh report onttna conclave of southern 
CMS and rts implicabor^s. Page 32 


With the surrender ol Phoolan Devi m February Uvs ye^. the 
last of ihe dreaded woman dacots is out of the Chambaf 
rsvines. Vat. Phodan is nowhere near m siaiura as Puth 6ai. 
the first woman dacoii to have hit the haadhnas years ago. 
Taviaen Singh traces the history of woman dacona from Putb to 
Phoolan. Pm 23 
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There are 3major brands of fans. 
One of them consumes 30% less 


The name’s Khaitan 


The is j jrffeipni cIpsiSO^ Uo I' ? - 

the result ot a surfing bfp:ikthrough m Mn torhno*' '.<y 
only the Khsiian RaO pjrpens coutd achieve 
$0 >t has exclusive features no other fan ofleis h »{f»p 
only tan that consurhes 30% less power. Which mrans 
you can save Rs 10 per month on electricity bifis Monit* 
after month after month 

At the same Irme. it delivers lO^pmoreau No wonder *t< 
the only fan with Ihe iSf ns3fk 




w\ 

a different class ol fan 





JMnliine 

Cnoraiate 









Ajmer 

Sharccf 


I had C3 50 to Ajmer itt «• 
^pon'c to a court summons. It 
was R long and dusty drive 
ir&Ai Dcllii through Jaipur and 
Kishon^arh. Every SO 
KjJonucrcs app«fared hillocks 
uowr.cd by ancient fortresses hold¬ 
ing proTiisu on mountains lying 
ai’Cnd. but i«.ck Lscarpnienis flat* 
nut intJ^ ndless khaki plains 
Ml ol ihciny scrub, cactus and 
withered crops. The prcsidinu 
u.'.itics were sun and dust. I uskeo 
my Rajasthani friends; **How is it 
that in this land searched by the 
sun, your /avuurirc colours are a 
ilciy red and golden yelU>w botli 
which re.nuia <ino of firot" They 
answered: "Don’t thev look attrac* 
tivc?'* I had to concisde Kajasthani 
women have Cod’s gift of 
the ability to look 
ii;*r.xciivo in any dress of any 
colour. 

iiavinj raodc a brief appearance 
>'‘>'aiv *1.^ nar.istTflto, there wa* 
cnou,'..' J :r ciaitti Ko one who 
g(.04 te Ajmer leaves without 
paying horviane 10 ti»c tomb of its 
parrcn.ja^nt, khwaja Moieenuddin 
Chir’i Cht^i'v^b Nawaz —protector 
of 'K*! poor. To w;t Allama Iqbal; 
i^/.UvcO'taab in Mhuncha diyasr- 
jr*^ccr*e*pecr-e*SRniRr me 
Vitfac'T.nr ho jahaan dafjn«r?*f> 
tlar/l-f'n a^shakebaaa 
'The re.rtless soul found its wAy to 
t}''; abode of the holy man from 
.•ar;ar 

Hero is available the antidote to 
the pains of disbelief). 

Chisti’s mausoleum like those of 
NisEimuddin Auliya in Delhi, and of 
other Sufi saints has become a 
nioco of pU^maoe for all com* 
munitics m inc truly secular sense 
v" we in India interpret the word 
secular, equal respect for all reli¬ 
gions; .«a/v dhLrnia samabhava. But 
tt pains me to see that this remains 
a one-wAy traffic. Hindus and Sikhs 
in their thousands visit the 
mausoleums of Muslim saints, it is 
rare to find a Muslim at a Hindu 
temple or n Sikh gurdwara. The 
mausoleum of Data Canj Raksh in 
Lahore was built by Maharaja Ran* 
jit Singh’s wife, the beauufiu silver 
salver that hangs in the portal of 
Chisti's comb is a present from the 
Golden Temple of Amritsar. To the 
best ol my knowledge in recent 
times ihc only Muslim who made 
generous donations to non-Musiiro 
shrines wa.^ the late Niaam of 
H^erabad. 

llie atmosphere that pervades 
Muslim dargahs leaves much to be 
desired. Their caretakers have re* 
duced these holy pieces to merkets 
of eomnarce. fney pester visitors 



Gossip 

sweet And soiur 

khushwa nT sil^ H'" 

to maki* donation': for the lasigor 
(kitchen) and offer charbawa 
<cffcrinpi.it needs a b/avc man to 
brash trem and ihe pestilence of 
beggars aside :o got on with his 
fateha (prayers). 

Amongst the dignitaries who 
came to pray at the Chisri datgah 
last month were Begum Zia*ul Haq 
and President £rs$Md. The citirens 
of Ajmer were puzzled over the 
discrimination practised by our 
government in the courtesies ex* 
tended to them. Beaum Zia*ul Haq 
was flown from Demi to Jaipur by 
an air force plane and then by 
helicopter (another flew alongside 
as escort) to Ajmer. She also did the 
return journey by helicopter and 
special plane. General Ershad was 
sent by the regular air* in vs* com- 
mercial fhjht to Jaipur ond on to 
Ajmer (12S kilometres) by car. 
Since he had to attend a recepion 
in Delhi in the evening and our 
airlines could not guarantee that 
the Bombay-Ahnedabad'Jaipur* 
Delhi flight would be on time, the 
entire return journey from Ajmer 
to Delhi was done by car. Begum 
Zia is only the wife of the Presiaent 
of Pakistan, Goncral Ershad is Pres¬ 
ident of Bangladesh. Was this dis¬ 
crimination a deliberate exercise to 
convey some inscrutable message 
to our eastern neighbour? Or was it 
a faux pas committed by the pro¬ 
tocol division? 

Timeless 

orientals 

The furv*sAfshyt relationship en¬ 
ded with RamU^^. !n the kafiyug 
that we are living in even the 


guru-guru and the shishya-shishya 
relationship has gone awry. Let me 
start vi'ith the guru-guru equation. 
For the last ^ree years Delhi's 
gossip circles have been regaled by 
details of (he story of a headmas¬ 
ter’s peccadillos with lady teachers 
on his staff. One episode came out 
in the open when • very comely 
teacher, who happened to be the 
wife of a senior civil servant, 
lodged a complaint to the gov¬ 
erning bt>dy of the school that the 
headmaster had tried to embrace 
her. An enquiry committee consist* 
ing uf 4 retired Governor, a retired 
Chief Justice and a judge of the 
Supreme Court, a retired secretary 
of (he central government and a 
retired general deliberated over 
the matter for over a year and 
decided triut the charge had not 
been substantiated. The aggrieved 
lady reachar took the case to the 
High Court and then to the Sup¬ 
reme Court which threw the case 
back (0 the school committea. 
Where else in the world except 
India would gentlemen of such emi- 
nenre wasie so many hours trying 
to find out whether or not a man 
had tried to kiss a woman—not 
actually done so. bur only triad to 
do so? 

Meanwhile, in another institution 
an. arts iCRchcr scduccnl one of his 
girl students and made her pre* 
^ant- In another a boy whipped 
out a knife end stabbed a girl who 
had been turning up bar no«e at 
hire. In another school a biy bran¬ 
dished a revolver at his principal. 
And in yet another three boys t^at 
up their teacher. Nnthing' novel 
about these occurrences except 
that the instances 1 have cit^d all 
come from Delhi's ciitist schools 
where it costv upwards of Rs 300 
pet month to ‘'educate" a child. 


not 

■cricket 


A paunchy politician who had nev¬ 
er playetf any games save party* 
haazi found hisiS'ilf oiipointed 
minister for uports. Ke his job 
seriously acd began to ^*udy the 
ititricAC;cs of soccer, hockey vol¬ 
leyball, etc. All these he found 
relatively easy to follow but when it 
came to cricket he fell lie was on 
slippery ground. N*everthe]'?ss, he 
persisted and slowly caught up with 
its jargon of maiden overs, full 
tosses, sixers and silly mid*ons. He 
studied the Indian team's perform¬ 
ance against the West Indies and 
seeing how well its tail wagged in 
its second innings when all seemed 
lost, sent a cable 10 Capuin Kapil 
Dev giving his well-considered 
opinion; "I would advise you to play 
the second innings first.” 
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EXCLUSIVE 


KULDkP NAVAR 


Mrs Gandhi uses the 
opposition parties 

to her advantage 

M r> C'lndhi fhjy ircHt and hail thm ramishcd a movement 
iUn parlies which wa^ nil (hen s<xuiar m char* 

wi(ii uisdain, lm( she is acivr. Thv cause of the cnmnuinal 
not averse tu forces was nut only prepared, hut 

ilivm ;n uf diffi- also areuod. by New Delhi. The 


M rs C'lndhi foay trent 

(he opposition parlies 
with uisilain, hut she is 
not averse tu usutji 
ilivm ;n iimeii of diffi¬ 
culty Thi'v have been used and 
they know ii: there is little that 
they can ilo nhuut ti wa they have 
been curisisiently outmanoeuvred. 
Shv secs III ii that they have htUo 
chance of sharing praise nnd every 
chance nf slim ing blame. 

H<ilh rhu Assam and Punjab 
issues, where the opixismon par rice 
haw been hrunjtht in, show how the 
odium af failure has l>cen cleverly 
apportioned. The Acneral impress¬ 
ion liein^ ^iven is (hat (heic* has 
been a concerted effort (o solve the 
I wo pi Mhleius and the A^vernment 
has even sought the opposition's 
^assistance on efforts to retrieve the 
situation. Hoivevei, the fad is that 
by the time apposition parties were 
invited irtip the arena, it was 
already ino late. Negotiations had 
got snarled and the government us 
well as Ihc representatives of the 
two agitations had taken up ^si- 
dons from which it was difficult lo 
retreat. 

Take Assam for instance. Hawk^ 
in the home ministry had held talks 
with AASU and AACSP leaders for 
over a year and Mrs Gandhi had 
gone to Gauhati herseU to settle 
what should be the **€UC-off year," 
that is, the date after which people 
who came from Bangladesh would 
not be created as Indian cicia4;:is 
and would be ousted. After caking 
the position that the cuc-olf year be 
1971, the then Assam Governor. Mr 
L.P. Sineh, mentioned 19$7 but sub¬ 
sequently went back on that offer. 

since no visible headway was 
being made, the government 
brouui iri the opposition parties. 
By that time New Delhi had even 
instigated communal elements in 
the state to make rheir own cleiins 


and had thus tarnished a movement 
which was nil then s<xular m char* 
acivr. Thv cause <if the comnuinal 
forces was uui only prepared, but 
also arguvd, by New Delhi. The 
opposition iniities allowed ihfin* 
selves to be led up the garden path. 

I have with me J hotiu* minisirv 
note which gives the gist of the 
oppen i t urn kstde r s' nvgoi i.i i lun s 
with the >\si»am r«pi*ecentatives 
The note says, among other things, 
**Tlio MPs gciivially consiilcivd the 
last iwopouls dated 21 September 
of AASU and AACSP and were of 
the view that these could not form 
the basis for discussions as the>e 
reflected an exirvme position. 
Some MP$ referred lu thv consen¬ 
sus of the March l9hU meeting to 
take 197] as the cuHiff year and 
said that if any departure was to be 
made they should be consulted. 
There was, however, general sup¬ 
port to the suggestJon that govern* 
mcni should not go bock on tvhai 
had already Iteen indirated to (he 
agitators ano that no further con¬ 
cessions should be made. Thc*> also 
cautioned aj^insc giving concev 
sions which might strengthen divi¬ 
sive and secessionist forces. The 
meeting ended svith g joini state* 
meot." 

1 do not know how faithful this 
record Is to the proceedings, but at 
least two opposition leaders vrho 
participated in the negotiatiuns 
deny this. The government itself 
denies the existence of such a note. 

Now take Punjab. The general 
belief is that the Akalis were In¬ 
transigent while the government 
was willing to accommodate them 
as far as possible. Again (he opposi* 
tion has allowed itself to be used 
because the truth is that Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi has not been wanting to s^ve 
the problem because of pobtical 
considerations. It is an open secret 
that when the problem was nearing 


a solution. New Delhi instigated Mr 
Bhajan Lai to make Harvana stake 
its claim on Chandigarh and the 
river waters. Later, the centre 
brought in Rajasthan. How could 
the opposition have been of any 
help when New Delhi had enlarged 
(he problem and made the solution 
more difficult by bringing the two 
CongressClKun stares into the pic¬ 
ture. 

I have it from a rop Congres.sil) 
leader dial Mr Bhajan Lal was 
summoned to Delhi and ahked to 
organise an anti Akali front. This 
does not mean that all thai the 
A kalis have been doing-^particu- 
larlv convening a meeting of the 
Sikfi ex servicemen ot Amriuar^is 
justified, but New Delhi has not 
been an honeki broker and lias 
involved the opposition parties 
only to place cm 1 ‘ecord that even 
the oppoMtion drew a blank. 

Perhaps the opposition parties 
have made effort.s, independent of 
tile government's set formulae. 
Perhaps they have brnught some 
change in the sund of (he Axsam 
agnation represemativcs and ihc 
Akalis, Bui ii IS not known to ihe 
public. Whs do (hu opposition par¬ 
ties not issue a staicmeiu nn Assam 
and Puniah lo expKun thoirrole? 

Si>mctiiuc< I got the foelmg that 
the opposition leudc-i s are eager to 
give tlu* people the impression that 
they are imponant enough to he 
asked lu be ;i purl of ihe decision* 
making set uo. Tired of being in the 
wilderness, (hey feel that in asxo* 
dating iheniselves with the govern¬ 
ment they arc getting into (he lime¬ 
light. Wh.it they do nut realise is 
(hat their credibility gets diluted m 
the j»rocoss. 

The opposition should have 
learnt from their experience of 
joining the National Integration 
Councii. bvery now and then the 
council, wliich has the opposition 
parties represented on it, meets, 
discusses the same problem over 
and over a^n and does nothing 
except for mating the i's and cros- 
.sing the t's. How many times have 
rhe same vague instruciions been 
issued to the authorities to deal 
with problems without result? The 
opposition has no power to see 
them implemented or hold anyone 
accountable. 

Since the opposition has allowed 
itself to be tagged along with the 
negotiations on Assam and Punjab 
these days, it has been difficult to 
find out where the opposition lead* 
ers differ from the government. 
This has also made the representa¬ 
tives of the Assam agitation and die 
Akalis in Punjab take extreme post¬ 
ures because they feel isolated. The 
bridge that (he opposition provided 
in tne past has been demolished 
because it looks as if rhe opj»si(ion 
and the guvernmem are on the 
same aide. 





OPINION 


should be h«id even ai gun>point. The iJllUnSS Well PlaV6u 

centre is solely responsible for the ° —■ . —-- 

unprecedented carnage in Assam. A shis Ray's Goodbye Visbwarzch? 

Abir P^dhy, Berhotnpur x«l 3 March) made mteresring 

^ . »Pi« The htile master’s exit from rhe 

While appreciating StiNftav s coverap rrickei scene has c.xaicd 9 void 

o( the vicctions m Assam, I would r, Baian. Aeiichcepu/c.T! 

to com muni on the views expressed by 

Samar Mukherjee and Indrajil Oupta While appreciating Ashis Ray's profile 

KvC'ii after such unprc^cvdenied vio< uf Vishwanaih, I would like to point out 

lcnii\ the views of these opposition one incident wjiirh Mr Roy did not 

lenders nc lined moiivattd Holding mention In the silver jubilee Test 

elcrtioiis in such a tvn«c situation and against England in Bnmhay, Vish* 

with su many lives ai slake, can never wanaih (who was leading India) recal* 

be juM It led--mn even on the plea chat led Bob Taylor after the latter wat 

It wax a CiniNiitutiunal neiessuy. given out by the umpire. It is quite 

Prasjnia Sh^rma, /)i/>rjigaib likely that we wiU never kee such 

j ^ sporting g« I lures ag.tin, 

Mrs (.andhi cannot end the Assam ^jmoS S.ihoo. Rourkth 
itkKhrmarC' Ihe iieople of Assam have 

to he I p th emielves 1 on! v hope tha l V1 cn wan at h w i 11 rr g 9 in 

Ariun Ch^nJfj fVndu. Cuttjck his form and once uguin delight us with 

^ . . . his delectable square cuts 

Suhjr Boy pre^nted a distorted pic Kurluffi Uk^m. Calcuau 

lure of Assam Lvrn today the Muslims 

and the Hindus live m amity in Assam. The Indian selectors have only display' 
helving Mr Roy's asserttrm that Assam cd iheir irresponrjhility bv cxcUiding 
a .1 house divided. Mi>rcnver Mr Roy's Vishwgnaih from the O.irihh Vh) 
conclusion that the Muslims in Assam In Faki'^too e ,/.11old 

Will jio longer be syAiixirhi'iic to the lo iwilcis 'n.f /.,** • . .hr’'*«’c.*, 

h^rviKhers’ cause is alwi unfounded. one scrie.* if C'*r*.*'*’W (c 

f hr Muslim fjpulaiiCA did r.o; rcic io prove that a hr'*«t.'r iv.s i-.rt n:i fe v;, 

11IV election.s thereby dispixytng its The selectors .iKould i::vc given »rm 

..oliJitriiy with the Assarcsc cau.'o. .tne rsoio chm;'?. 

Muktitdir Kt.:ux (ifutusfi A's 

'fbir ha« r»ferr."cc to the <olo*ir 'ror*- V«r lh^ IMVIg#:*- .t **• •» •' jix l•..sp. *e’ii 

t .srcncy of armed AiMn vi'^ioer* miv. Visl'w'f "^h k ^ ' /«'«iv fer.*5i. J'be 

shed on the cover If is very ermnag ratp’ng vnvo ,v* * ;!»♦ 4 '*oc;aljJp 
to find in any Assamese vt'Mge penple la*c cuts lof 'v« in ou** h :d 

gotbft to rrork with dabs end sfioveU. Aesnnad t'*o Tn*j?:rr Th** «8el?c* 

The picture an the cover showed such e tors '*nne ■: jo*' * Topping 

iteoc and no: ov jo fhn Mm. Af'ef aT. we ' iv** ^ In; ef (:*»cac“‘ 

CHptinn ing mlent in »hc reverrv. 


Centre iu l?uilty 


TAT/im h/// , /u/ /be 4Siam nighimar* ? 
Fr t\.\ Marclii was anorhvr laudable 
vifori hv .Si NUsv .Cofigfamlati'.n.i 10 
Subir Kov for his ixi^llonl covgrugc. 
Ui,itvsli \hshi.i. HuiiiktLt 

Thv catn.igv hi.^k.' .:l| I' ^ord.i of miiss 
m.issutic Ihr cL'ciim**, tvluch were 
ihfUNi ii|?i.n I hi jx'opir ef A.v,.Tm by: he 
ton I re. h.ioc h.^^ply divu;?*! the 
Assamtiv Vk.'iKly. f urv fpce'.hci by 
(.'an c' 11 Iv *< do Ij.v t c only C'»a* 
Itttod rotivi>>.4 III As rr.i. I W'^r^ur if the 
(IcsnsiitutK... staler, ihar cl'^ctions 


hecr inoarnty 


I wish ic» c.'i.fltujjkTe Oi'Kn.Av lor 
puhlivhin*) liic dci^nUi^ rcp<T: Jiid 
moving phoin4rcph'‘ o.t Awot' iChnd 
,iiid b March! Unfn; luratcly. the 
issuo m (luo.iiiou disa,;(ic.,rcd Iron) the 
stands in Ass.mi .ind ihuugh people 
were willing to p.k> double the price, 
many could not lay ihvir l.arids on thu 
issue. One of lay friends l}uu*;hl a copv 
for Ks 20 beCdOso he was genuinely 
moved hy the coverage of the Assam 
nuts. When I wont luokmg for a copy 1 
found that the agents hud sold olT mr^si 
of their stock: ihv few copies that 
remained had been hooked by leadvts. 
I then coniacivd an agent in linsukia 
Hnd managed l<> obtain a copy for 
double the price iRs five), bven now 
many of my friends are requesting me 
to help them get hold of Sohoav. isivc 
riated 6 Match Unfurumaiely, I cannut 
help iliein bevsMid leiidiog ilieiii iliv 
precious copy that [ 'kmsvss 
Chandra Shekhar S/ngh. Uitiboi 

There is clearlv eunsllpation of 
thoughts end )dc*as within the ruling 
arty. The doedv. ariisitc Assamese 
av« been forced into violeticcv A pro 
vision jn Ihv ('onslittition has bevn 
,<xxpUn(etl u» hold thv hlooihesi ilce- 
^u 4 pk- Jh in depend vrice hi.srorv. 


A >s.*,/a Hands on t!iv cros;,‘oads. Who 
Imi a solution in tlic problem? 

Ahk Sn\tr/Htp Sharnx Bomkov 

Si/KfAv did an cxcclicni jcb by pspos* 
Dig the true state of affairs in Assam 
i«>day 

IVadip Ghosh. Digboi 

An evicKviM (over ^tory Indeed, blood 
and tears flowed down the Hrahmaput 
lu. The question ts' When will the fire 
l>c cviingujNhed^ 

A K. Ohattik. Kourafhi/n (Assast// 

The pyre has Inien Id in Assam. 
H./iovvtit Han/an Piadeep. Chapra 
• BihnrJ 

I h(' issue rif Si KtiAv dated 6 March 'B 3 
was so much m demand that I found it 
verv difficult to get hold nf a copy. Wa 
in a\swm jcrailvfol to Su 
.Vii/naf Dorru. A/argAvrrea rAssam) 

The photographs were positively hor¬ 
rifying. Shame on Mrs Gondhii her 
greeil tor power and false prestige 
resulted In the Assam carnage. She 
should be taken to court. The bereaved 
families must be given lustice. If Nixon 
can he taken to tusk for hugging the 
Democratic Rariy hvadquartvra, why 


can't Mrs Ondhi la >N^i.shcd bo the 
crime shv bus m Assam? 

BHontt Manx Calcutta 

The cover sirrs' and the nhooigrjphs 
loft me stunned. I cur.nH Wiic.’c trial 
such inhuman oi;d barbaric camp's cun 
be comraiHrd ip the tacmieth centm^. 
We got to know of Bhufulpur blindings 
through Sur:*Av; And now it i.s Assam. I 
do not know what steps have been 
lak®r. 10 prevent nncithtr carnage in 
A&sam, but I do kno’v that Abkc* Mil* 
ra's photographs brought tears to my 
eyes, I can only pray that i.i future 
iiinoccnt children wf^S nr>i be made 
viclims of dirty politics in our country. 
Be it a Bengali or a Muslim or a Sikh, no 
one can feel secure in s cuuiiiry which 
is plagued by this peculiar brand of 
politics. 

Dilip Kumar Bose. «Vew Delhi 

Insanity has plag*>ied our country. What 
a fall!'What a brand of natioflahsm 
which grows out of abysmal ignorance 
and shamelcvsncss] 

D. Ghosh. South Famnufiar 

Sq this IS Indira's India: the celebrated, 
much>publiciscd iargcsi dcmocricy In 
(he world! 

Aired C. Mohente, Rourkefe 










Is Bhasavat clean? 


T his has raference to How Gundu 
Rao he/p^ A/s friends (News, 27 
Februsr>>. The correspondent. Louise 
Foniandes> referred to the allotment of 
a stray site made by the Bandore 
Developmeni Authority to me; she also 
implied in her report that I had made a 
false affidavit to the effect that I had 
stayed in Kamutaka for at least ten 
years. 

As a responsible person. ( know the 
seriousness of making a false declare* 
tion, and I have never done it nor do 1 
plan to do it in the future. My affidavit 
only declares thdt neither myself, nor 
my wife, nor my dependent children 
own any site in bdnaaWe city, and this 
is a fact. It was very unfair on the parr 
of Ms Kernandes to have cast asper 
sions without boiherinn to verify the 
fact«. 1 had expected a majtazine of 
Sunday's ttandinx to exercise i^ter 
care in publishinK reportsi which con* 
tain personal references. 

7. A. K, fiAe^avar. Baigahrc 

tM/se FerrsanJes rep/tet: Since mv 
hona/iJi'f have fwen Qvasttu/tad, / wish 
CO bring the fitHowing facts to Me 
Bhugavot's notice; 

f Acciirdin^ to Mr K. K. MurtA.v, 
Airmer chairman nf the BMgolora Da- 
vehpmvnt Auihnrity (BDA), no person 
was given the alhtmem rn question 
whose posirioij (vn-a-vis land ocijuin- 
lion under BDA rutes) did not fully 
comply HjfA the letter of rA« law. 
Therefore, according to Mr AfurtA.v. 
every person on that lisf. wAivA in* 
eluded Mr Bhagavjt’s name, fmed the 
two main condftinnr spccifred Ay the 
BDA: a) that the person seeking allot¬ 
ment should not own nay other site or 


Wanted: Respect ,love 

I was shocked by The inhuman face of 
commune/ Ueniy (27 March). Con* 

E rstulation« to SuNnAV for yat another 
rilUant investigative report. 

R. K. Das, Gat\}am 

Madhu Join's invc*niKation was reveal* 
mg. Out of the three incidents mun 
tioned by hcr» the third one was really 
shocking. When will our countrymen 
learn to respect people of all religions? 
7. Appaht $wamy. Parvotipursm 

The communal flareup as reported by 
Ms Jain was clearly a,result of the 
poison which is there in the minds uf 
our Hindu brothers. Muslims are a 

G ace Joving community^ yet they have 
en subjected to injustice, 1 appeal to 
all in India not to b« Insti^fed by 
self'SeekJng uoliiiciaiis anJ accept 
Muslims as incir own brothers and 
sisters. 

Ahmgir Sant. Calcutta * 

The government should set up special 
tribunals in deal with communal riots. 
Mohammad Shakeel. Delhi 

Madhu Jain's report read more like a 
oiodern Hindi film story. Such writlnga 
only help to oKalate the tension which 
ii alraadv there. Instead of dromamini 
fhe whole incident. Ms Jain should 

S ivc stiucstad solutions. 

C. .fSikwal, Moradabad 


property in the city axtd h) that hc/she 
sAouJd have been a resrdenf/domrcJe 
of Bengalore for a period o/ ren con. 
(inirous years prior to the date of 
registration. My own uoderstendroje— 
arrived of after ve/ificcrino of facts to 
the best of my ablUly—was thai Mr 
Bhagaeat (and other persons men¬ 
tioned in my report in this connection) 
did not fit the second condifiiMi and 
was hence not enfiiied to the land 

Mr SAa^evet has rightly pointed out 
the need to verify facts before going to 
press I am also aware of this need and 
so I attempted, within the con^iraints 
of magosine dead/mes, to venfy these 
facts I undeistand, even hy the above 
letter, that Mr Bhagavat does iMt con- 
«ede rAjf Ae has nut been a resident/ 
domKih of BangaJofe for a period of 
ten contmuous years, having held at 
ksjst ooc other eesponvbk p^ition (in 
the Feat-rve Bank of fmliej before 
tflkin^ up his current assignment as 
chairman of the Vysya Bank. / did mv 
cross <heck<Af. In fact, t did attempt t» 
per the facts '‘straight from the horse's 
motith.so to speak; but. unfortunate 
fy. Mr Uhagavat was not available for 
our interview dvWnp that tune, os I was 
xn/Wmed when f telephunetl. t then 
confjcfcd a leading xndnstriafrst in 
Bangalore who i* known to be 
asMKtated with Mr Bhagavat and hi* 
bank. He confirmed my informetnm 
f Aiif Mr Bhagavai had taken hmum'iit 
nssignment in &tnjre/f>re nor too tong 
ogu. ( then confacred rhe depanmeni 
wh/i*A handles the BDA lo find uuf 
whether the two precvodttioos (men¬ 
tioned earOer) could lie waived. / u/w> 
spukc to several senior guivrnmvni 


officiats in this connection. Acvnidiiig 
to all sounvs. these rules are an "absu- 
Jute must." 

As Mr Bhagavat is probably aware, 
xAe exemxnaf/on of the BD/i record* 
was impo«sff>/e ax xAax point in time. 
The records had been impounded by 
the authoniies for scruiiny. / could 
only go AvfAc fans that w<*reav«r;7i}A/e 
to me—one of them Ac'ins: rhnr. despiie 
xAe^overnmvni stay order on the '.tiuy 
sne^' allocations, most of the sites Aad 
alnadv been registered. Naiurally, this 
too could nor bo coniirtned. 

Jn conciusron. I nrsfi tu clarify that I 
did niti say a t any p< unt tha r Mr Bhago * 
rat had ciicumvenied the tvlvs. What I 
did sjv. amt f t/uotv from my report, 
wax that “if they (Mr Bhagavui and 
Major (lenerulS. N. Bh:iskar. chan man 
and nuiijgtng director. Ifhurat tiarth 
Movers Limited) htive sipnt'd rff/rdaviVs* 
fn this uxieiii (that they haw lived in 
Karnataka for the stipulutid ten 
ye.'in). as they mmt h.ive d Mr Murih* 
y's claim to huve done evervthing VixA* 
in the iettur of the law' is eight, ihen 
here itself is enough rc.isiin to su.siiet i 
foul play ." In tact. I n«iv not questivii 
xritf Afr dhucav^ti 's honaftiles u« ifntch 
H* ilmsu of Mr Minthv. 

If Mr Bhagavai h,ts iM rvgi.sicrcd the 
plot III i/iu\stton. since rules ir/>p«j«'nx/v 
ih nut permit him to do >o, »nd if he 
has no iiiu-niio/i of icgi.steriiia it />e- 
cau.sc a srnst> of /uir p/av doc* nut 
fsermi/ him to Jo %o. and if he has in.ide 
a fuihlii dec/jnitron to this i ffect. then, 
J Jppt’.ir to oive .Mr Bhaga rai an u/yilri 

S ff the case h iiihensise. then J 
oxrfd be pi*rmrxfvd lo stand hy all tli.v 
was contained in iny report 


Sat Sri Akal, Khushwantjj 


T hanks lo Sunoay for inviting 
Khushwani Singh to write the 
regular Gosaip sweet and sour col- 
utnn. I am sure that the grand old 
man of Indian jvurnahsm will keep 
up the iraditiun which he had set 
with Maltcc towards one and all. 
V. K. Wadhawan. New Delhi 

We welcome Khushwant Singh lo 
Si.'NOAv. His first despatch (li 
March) brought back memories of 
the Weekly in its heydays. Mr 
Singh's column is yet another feath¬ 
er in the Sl'NDAY c^. 

V. Haghuniman, Madras 

ATomosAhar. SardarJiV 1 lm*c you 
rbut sorry, I'm not a girl). And w> 
what if Bengalis cannot. stomach 
your jokes? uoesn't Si Nn.sv have a 
nationwide readership? And aren't 
your fans Mattered all over the 
country? 

J. Japeni, Hyderabad 

We Bengalis are well known for our 
sense n? humour, so please don't 
switch off your bulb Mr Singh. Vour 
wii will be relished every week, and 
the populari^ of Sunday will know 
no bounds, thanks to your Gossip. 
S. K. Cuhik Cakurp 

Welcome SardarJ^to the world of 
Bengalis. Par from smashing your 


bulb, we will Always like tu tee it 
burning 

.Seoma A/iiv/, A>'<*iv Delhi 

MrSitiiih has made a Odvaskur-like 
ripening with f*r/y</p suecf ,fnd.<riixr. 
£> K. Gulaii, New Delhi. 

A< J St'NiiA> leader I welcome 
Khuyhnatit Singh. His debut was 
fine. May I remind him (hai hic 
leaders are nut exclusively Bengali, 
1 x 1 fact, most of the StiKiMV readers 
are non-Bcngalis. 

Mr Singh was right in his asw:*s- 
ment of the seventh NAM. Whai 
would have happened lo NAM if 
Israel and South Africa did noi 
exist? Mr Singh could not hove 
enme closer to the truth; and now 
that he is free from the cage, I hope 
his pen will move as freely as it did 
in the 13 March issue of Siinpai We 
look forward to his column every 
wiwk 

M. L. Haidar. Bx.srupur fHVsr 
Bengsl) 

Welcome, Mr Singh Do give us 
more and more of your provocative 
gussic^wnh nr wuhout the hulh i» 
hardly maiietsl. It Is good fnn read* 
ing your column. Bui please, please* 
spare ns the pro Indira stuff for 
which vou are noiorioo<ly famous. 
Ramachandra Tnpathv. MadrH* 




Rajneesh in America: 

A firsthand report 

^getables, 
sex and song 

The godiiian from Pune, Bhaj^wan Rajneesh. has set 
up a flourishing empire in i\\e USA where he settled 
down after suddenly leaving Pune in July 1981. He 
still continues to hold therapy sessions complete with 
sex ajid song. Recently, however, the US immigra¬ 
tion authorities have turned down the Bhajit^van's 
petition to settle down in tJie USA as a permanent 
resident and there are chances that the godman may 
Ik* forced to leave the country soon. SUSMITA 
(iUI^'A reports from Rajneeshpuram. Oregon. USA. 



T he ruad to nirvana wa$ 
paved heavily with Ice this 
winter and only those who 
had tyre chains in then curs 
could make it past the steep 
inclines alone the driveway twisting 
through the barren Ea^ftern Oregon 
hills. Several miles into the sageb¬ 
rush and Jiiiuper. this corre^pondcm 
got the first hinti of the latest ver 
$ion of Shanarj la; a sign on the side 
of Highway iS r^ad: Rajneeshpurnm 
IK mile^ Uut not everyone was de* 
lighied at (he (houghi ol such a 
Sh.ingr* la in Oregon, the ni^^nboard 
was riddled with bullet holes. Clear¬ 
ly this Spiriiual piiradise’ created by 
Acharyn Rajneesh was nor without 
its quota of devils. 

Bhagwan fwhum (he local Amen 
leans call a Bag of Fun, a pun on the 
way iliev pionounce the word] Kj* 
jnee^h was cnntiox crsial enough a 

f ud when hr Uft India on 1 June 
9M1, and the enntroversv followed 
him across the seas It might follow 
him nn his way iiack home too. for 
his day^ in tKe Unueil States are 
numberud His iv(|Uks( lu remain 
there permanently has been re* 
lected And he and his group Jo not 
have ton many friends niitsido the 
government either 

Most American newspnpers have 
1 u hel I e J K j jiiet'sh ( h e lend cr • >( a sex 
cult. The Thousand Knetids of Ore 
god, a land use watchdog urgaiiisa- 
tion filed a you can'i build-a edy- 
here Uwsnit against Ins disciples 
Citizens uf Coiistiiiitional Cities 
have ashed his discTp^es qiiestinns 
about the conflict between the 
church and the stare. The popular 
CBS TV prr/gramme 6 Umiiwie»nKias- 
Honed them about their aiiii*Semi(iv 
jokes, the 27 Kid Is Koyces driven hy 
Rajnewh himself and (heir jaw and* 
body breukinc therapy sessions, A 
popular slicker stuck oii the same 
signboard read: "Belter dead than 
rt^ ^red tu signify tlu* saffron motif 
of the dtsciplebi.'* But what came as 
the biggeM jolt lo the Rajneesh 
commune w.i. when US Immigration 
denied Hajneeshb request lo remain 
in the United States (the decision is 
being appealed). 

Rumours abound in plenty: an 
orgy every night. .A Jim Jones type 
brainwash. A sujive the xiucleor war 
enclave. A self awaieness camp fur a 
lot of people whose self images stmk. 
In fad. whai Kaineesh has nvquired 
there i» even more notoriety than he 
did whih? in India. 


R aiuecshpuidm seems an unlikely 
place for a wispy and ailing 
guru's dream of a 'community to 

B rovoke God* to take earthly form. 

ut the citv Itself has grown dramati¬ 
cally amid the barren brown hiUs. 
raising with it> very succa.ss the fears 
of munv of the residentA of the 
neaiby liicahues thai they will all be 
inundated by the Rajneeshcos. as 
(he guru's red clad diMiples are 
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caiUd in ^6 USA. The centre of the 
city is called Jesus Grove. While we 
were driving towards there, we came 
upon an intersection lined up with 
Rajneeshees. It was 2.30 pm, and we 
were suddenly asked to over to 
the left side of the road. The normal 
hum of the street gradually ceased. 
Only the sound of gravel under the 
approaching car wheels pierced the 
silence. A gleaming silver grey Rolls 
Royce slowly turned rountfa cmner. 
Inside, at the wheel, was the *Bhag 
wan* himself, smiling gently and kno* 
wingly. He raised his left hand and 
waved it like a slow pendulum. Re¬ 
plying with contented smiles, the 
dlsci^es waited for the car to pass. 
Then they began to celebrate their 
dars/ian of Ralneesh. Some mggled. 
some cried and then caught each 
other in tight embraces for bouts of 
kissing . 

This is a dally ritual. Each arier* 
noon Kajneesh sets out on a 60 mile 
return trip from his home to the town 
of Madras in one of his Rolls Royces. 
This is the only time the Ra¬ 
jneeshees get (0 see their ('Bhag* 
wail') because he does not associate 
with them anymore. There are no 
more discourses, as he has gone into 
a period of silence. The only people 
he meets are his personal aides and 
Ma Anand Sheela, formerly Sheela 
Silverman. 

In JuW 198], a little more than a 
week after he abandoned his once 
thriving ashram at Pune for another 
at Montclair, New Jersey, the Chidvi. 
las Rajneesh Meditation Centre (la¬ 
ter renamed Kajneesh Foundation 
International) bought 64.229 acres of 
rugged rocky ranchUnd straddling 
Wasco and Jefferson counties in cen- 
tral Oregon. They paid six million 
dollars for the land, and a large pan 
of it in cash. The disciples who 
followed in handfuls declared thet 
their purpose was purely agricultu- 
ral. But that was only a cover for the 
la^r purpose: to create a new city. 

The kcene has considerably 
changed today Two thousand acres 
have been mcorporaied into a city; 
in fact, into three little cities linked 
by roods. ITiere are about 800 disci¬ 
ples living there now. with the 
avowed goal of setting up a farming 
commune. Rajneeshpuram grew at a 
frenaied pace, creating a self- 
sufficient commune intended to sup¬ 
port up to two thousand of Rs- 
jneesh*5 faithfuls. 

Even after one-and.a-half years of 
inhabitation, the Rancho Rajneesh 
looks like a major construction site. 
Heavy equipment, bulldozers, grad¬ 
ers, dumptrucks, pipes and tractors 
are busy everywhere. The canyons 
bum w'ltli the activity of the red clad 
disciples. The hills sprout with the 
green of the 2,S00 acres of winter 
wheal, planted for the first time in 
generations in fialds wrestled from 
sagebrush. Scattered about (he com¬ 
munity are more than 60 mobile 
hornet, each costing 30,000 dollars, a 
huge cafeteria, barns, warehouses, a 


garage, small outbuildings housing a 
school and a medical facility. Tucked 
away into the interiors, is the spe- 
ciaify built mobile home for Ra- 
Jneesh (actually three mobile homes 
into one), with an adjoining one for 
the service p eo pl e and his personal 
aides. The yard outside the house is 
landscaped, complete with turf. In¬ 
side the home is a solar beared 
swimming p<>ul. Here the master sits 
in silence, recuperating from his 
allergies, asthma and an aching 
back. 

it is hard tn believe that so much 
work has been accomplished so fast. 
An 68,000 square feel greenhouse, 
said (o be the latent in America, is 
nearly complete. There are levelled 
roads planted with set'eral hundred 
fruit and nut trims. The drainage 
course has been spotted with small 
earth dams to check erosion end 
flood in& Besides the 14 irrigation 
channels, a massive Krishnamurtl 
dam has been built on the Ciirrenr 
Creek. Even the food needed for the 
commune comes from within the 
ranch itself: name it and they have 
jt^vegetables, fruits, vineyards, an 
industrial sited bakery, a poultry 
farm and an automated dairy for 
milk and milk producu. Future Ra- 
jneeshpuram plans call for food pro¬ 
cessing faeilitiea. Ifghi manufactur¬ 
ing. a printing press, a sports and 
recreation complex, a culiuml and 
reliuout cenire, a secondary Khool. 
a fully eouipped hospital and more. 

The *shagwan‘ has taken no 


chances. Every possible eventuality 
from a nuclear holocaust to a famine 
is being taken care of within the 
precincts. Word came down to his 
disciples from (he guru himself that 
cheiragriculiural oasis could become 
the penect shelter from a nuclear 
war that he says will start in 1993. 
And preparations must be made, 
incluoing the construction of caves. 
According to Rajneesh. In 1984, ex¬ 
treme poverty in the Far East will set 
off an unprecedented era of interne- 
tional turmoil, and a worldwide nuc¬ 
lear war will begin in a Muslim 
country in 1993 evaniually ending in 
1999. The Rancho Rajneesh is lo¬ 
cated in one of those rare parts of 
the United States that is a relatively 
safe distance from any nuclear 
target, and so the disciples believe 
that they can wait out (be cataclysm 
in their caves, 

Rajneeshpuram already has its 
own mail service and a police force 
whose duties are primarily to keep 
poachers away 'nie possibility of 
internal crime in the spiritual com. 
mune is not really considered. The 
city of Ratneeshpuram even has its 
own graded airstrip and a twin- 
engined airplane. There is no hint of 
asceticism In the commune. Obvious¬ 
ly, one wonders bow a man who calls 
liimself a spiritual leader can live 
like i feudal prince. “But why re¬ 
nounce the world in order to be 
spiritual?" asks Aja. a German san- 
nywin. while showing this corres¬ 
pondent around the rangh. 

1? 




How tlie Rajneesliees took 

over a city 


A ntelope, the luilc njsiv of sreen 
in the liipli desert in Oregon 
with <1 of Uttle over 

fiirtv. li^ii never seen so much ex* 
Ci (e m ent i n it\ h i st oi y of XO years. 1 1 
a ‘loliice spot for letirvd folk 
muinlv from Ponldrid iind Salem, 
peaceful and secluded. Bui every* 
thing changed ni .fuly 19X1 when 
(be Rujnvcsh rouniUtiun Interna 
tionul bought the 64,229 acre ranch 
neat the mwn. Tarnuus as the Big 
Muddy for the lucaJe that it offered 
to John Wayne for hJs we$terrt 
filmv, the land which had been 
tivglucted, abuwd and oi ergrated 
ickC years, he came thu ideal s]Hif for 
the Rajnvevh commune to set up a 
taini on and (u fulfil their desire of 
hrmging a green revolution 
The ranch <iuickiv became a 
crowded commune of JOO people 
that rivalled the ashram Rajneesh 
hud left ludund in India, and prepa¬ 
rations hogan For the leviialisatiun 
of the long ne glected terrain. The 
activity >iHin spiead into Antelope, 
to where the Kajnee%h Foundation 
I ntu mat lone I moved the he a dq nai¬ 
lers III Its mad order inibhcaiiuiis 
This along, vvjth nn awesome 
stream of equipmeni that passed 
through the town enroute to the 
ranch, raised eyebrows and ques¬ 
tions. The it u let uf the place 
seemed gone rorever, as noise front 
the cunstaiii flow of traffic and 


consiruction pervaded the aimos* 

[ there. It became a perfect setting 
or controversy, conieniiun and 
liiieaiion. 

Just four months after the purch¬ 
ase of the ranch, disciples of Ra- 
^neesh filed a petition seeking (he 
cncorporariun 4 a a new townsiie in 
Wasco country and aii incorpota* 
(ion elect ion was set up. But the 
country's action drew several 
appeals, filed by the Thuu.sand 
Friends of Oregon, a land-use 
watchdog organisation and many 
ranchers in iIk nei^bouring areas. 
The issue was whether Oregon's 
strict land use laws, designs to 
protect agricultural land and limit 
development to existing urban 
areas aroly to newly incorporated 
cities lute the proposed one. The 
neighbours were concerned about 
the Impact of the imposition uf a 
city on the rural surrroundings, and 
ibey were certain that the Ra* 
ir<*esh group's intention was to 
build a city, not to farm But 
attempts to stop the election and to 
curb other activities uf the com¬ 
mune were dismissed by the courts 
and agencies claiming a lack of 
jurisdiction. 

Scores uf Raineeih followers 
moved into Antelope and assumed 
control of the town. They took over 
the local gas station and a res 
taurani renaming it *Zorba the Bud¬ 


"This IS not a democracy. You are 1 
nnt to be asked whai should be done. * 
or what should not be done.’* Ra* f 
jneesh himself wrote in Sart/tya^, the ^ 
official magjsiiie of the Rajnee.sh 
FouRdathiii "ff you don't choose 
that way, you are perlectiv liappv to 
leave " Nn sannyusin has the right to 
lefutu whai govs on at the commune. 

Not even contradictions can be ques¬ 
tioned. The entire communiiy is 
vegetarian; they arc allowed eggs at 
the most, but no meat. Yet the cjitle 
being raised on the farm is eventual¬ 
ly destined lo become someone elsc’s 
Steaks, The official explanation? 

There's nothing wrong with a vegeva- 
riaii commune celling beef, this cot* 
revpnideiit was tuld 

Bhngwan's sannyasms smoke 
cigarutiec, drink coffee and there i$ 
alcohol (o complement meals. 

However, if any memhei is caught 
dijf^ng on his or her own, he or she 
is out. This actually hap* 

pened with one disciple. 

The only visitors who are not tre¬ 
ated like royally are those w’ho ar¬ 
rive unannounced and unmvited. 

According to a former cannyasin, 
who is famiiiai with the inner work* 

'.Ihg uf the commune, the Ra* 

.Inureheel devote much nf their time Tiuht embraics and boura of kitstng 
IS 



dha.' The Antelope city council 
feared that added commercial op¬ 
era tiuns sought by the group would 
overburden the city's already 
strained capacity to provide key 
services, such as water and sewer 
systems. Besides^ the Rajneeshees 
had already bought nine residential 
hoOses. a store, a gus station, a 
restaurant, an office complex und 
many vacant plots uf land. Wurv 
that the commune would next seek 
(u take over the city governmeni, 
the council set an emergency oUm;* 
lion lo dissolve the dry chartvi, 
hoping to turn over the lown's legal 
authority to Wasco country. But the 
measure was defeated hv the 
resident disciples who liad reg¬ 
istered themselves as voters and 
the 42 'natives' were outnumbered. 

Eventually on 18 May. (he com* 
mune residents voted unanimously ' 
lo form the city nf Rajneeshpuram 
on a 2,000 acre portion of the ranch. 
Thvy were then empowered to have 
their own police force, a court sys¬ 
tem and tu lev^v taxon. The city is 
now also eligible for state and 
federal revenue sharing funds. 
Then, after three munrhv thu leg* 
isiered voters of the now city of 
Rajneeshpuram gathered and 
elected their first city cuunni of 
three women and two men, of whom 
Swam! Krishna Deva alias David 
Knapp became the first mayor 


trying to attract wealthy and pulitl* 
caliy well-connected members to the 
organisation. While Rajneesh shuns 
(he company of disciples, the ex* 
Follower reports that Rajneesh cun- 
rinues to hold meetings with major 
contributors and others needed to 
advance the Oregon project. 

This explains better the disparity 
that exists in Rajneeshpuram. If the 
sunnyasin is rich and well-cunnected, 
he or she is made the head of a 
department, while others whu have 
nothing lo offer are entrusted with 
menial jobs. All work for twelve 
hours a day, from seven to seven. 
Everyone is busy building the new 
city, and there are no meditation or 
thervpy sessions at the Oregon com¬ 
mune. People who go there in search 
of free sex and nirvana have to 
return drsappointed; at the moment 
Rajneeshpuram means only a lot of 
hard work. In any case, Rajnee<h no 
longer gives discourses or drops 
those jMarls of wisdom which made 
him famous. If you are really in¬ 
terested, you are welcome to buy one 
of his innumerable video cassettes. 

F or those who turn to him for help 
lo purge their repressed de* 
sires, he has raid more than once, 
"Sever repress it! Never be against 


it.*' If it's sex you are repressing, he 
says, “Go as an explorer. Search all 
the nooks and corners of your sexual¬ 
ity and you will be surprised and 
enriched Knowing your sexuality, 
one day you will stumble on your 
spirituality." 

300 miles awey from the Rancho 
Rajneesh, in the heart of the city of 
Portland, this correspondent witnes¬ 
sed such exploration of sexuality. 
Blissfully unmindful of the dero^* 
tory remarks (hat the residents of 
(he main city have showered on their 
muster, the Rajneeshees have sue* 
ceeded in cieeting the Bha(^an 
u(m(»sphere in one comer of Port* 
land too. A discotheque called Zorba 
the Buddha m the centre of the city 
has become a hoc spot fur music and 
sexual ci'lebretivns. It is formally 
open to the general public also, but it 
IS really (he haunt of the Ra- 

I neeshees It Is bathed in a dim red 
iahi. and has a flashy decor, com* 
plete with huge mirrors and life size 

e lision of Rajneesh himself In feet 
uinee^h's pictures arc all over^^n 
mo celling, on the walls and even un 
the drums. On the dance floor, swing¬ 
ing tu a combiiuition of piped music 
nnd live bunds, were young Ra¬ 
jneeshees in high fashion dresses of 
various shades of red. There was less 
daiicinR end mure c'inging. The pet* 
(Ilia und fondling often reached brut* 
ul levels, hut no one seemed to mind 
it. 


WIU Rajneeshbe 
thrown out of 
the USA?_ 

G iven dll the intense and elaho- 
rate piujocis that his disufiks 
have chalked out for him, Rajnecsh'r 
actual sojourn there is uncertain 
The US Immigration Service has sus 
pended the appeal made by his fol 
lowers un his behalf to let him re 
main in the United Siotes per* 
mitneiiily. Once again ihere is con* 
irovevsy and Inigo lion. 

Rajneesh reached Amenca on a 
yeur'd tourist visa (he had used (he 
excuse of poor heulih tooj, but soon 
bis reai inteocions became clear. 
Almost seven months before the ex¬ 
piry of the period, his disciples ap¬ 
plied to the US Immigration and 
Naturalisdrion Service flNS) on his 
behalf to let him remain in the States 
as a religious worker. Soon after 
followed another application to the 
INS with a request to adjust his 
status From tourist to permanent 
roxidonr. These two successive peti. 
tiuns started the immigration offi¬ 
cials wondering and after a spell of 
investigation, the petitions were re¬ 
jected, creating a stir among his 
disciples all over (he world. For them 
it was a shock annoiincemeni, which 
they splashed dramatically in their 
official weekly, Rejrteeih Tfnies, 
condemning the government and the 
agencies. 


Master of the RoOs 



(Ml* of rhv numemus ftitUs jwcNt'wir cf i.» H.mivt'sh his‘'luiihifu,\ 


T hev stand in line in from of 
Rajneesh's magnificent ranth 


X Rajneesh's magnificent ranth 
houMi porch in tlie 27 Rolls RoyceN. 
ideaming and shimmering jn ihv 
sunlight. Brown, silver grey, bluck. 
while, a spread of variety. And foj 
each rising day. 'Bhagwan' chooses 
(he car he drives. He is (he master 
after all and he 
best. 

Rajneesh has dcsinbcd himself 
as a spiritual materlalist^-one who 
lives ^Ih a rich spiritual life and a 
rich material one. According to 
him. only when a man's physical 
needs are taken care of does a 
genuine desire for spirituality 
arise. For Rajneesh. at the moineni. 
the only overt physical need is that 
of keeping in touch with bis b<Hly. 
as a sannyasin told this correspon¬ 
dent. His enlightenment has taken 
him so far thar^here are chances of 
him dying in his sleep, away from 
ills body. Bhagwan experiences ev* 
etching else through nis mind, it is 
only when ho goes out for his long 
drives (hat he revives the rapport 
with his own body. 

Once out of view of his disciples 
who stand in line to 'experience* 
him. he is said to drive at the speed 
of 100 miles per hour, and which 
has twice seen him being hauled 
out of the sagebrush along the 
countryside roads. “His philosophy 
it to move fast in everything, be¬ 
cause life is so short,* Ma Anand 
Shaela explained. *Bu( once we 


oxpliilncd I ho Ijws lo him he iindei 
mimhJ " Hajm esh's tove of liikui v 
also iomcv I torn (be heart. “The 
1 hmI> 15 H divinv thing and vhould be 
treated us a divine I King. When 
ti'chiiologv has given us 50 much, 
whv should he have uiivthiiig but a 
Roils Rovee’" 

Rut (he Rolls Kovcc.s huie raised 
quite d stir in America. i*eople joke 
with tlic disciples, asking (hem lu 
donate u few, to which of course rho 
Rajiteeshees haw another pro- 
found piece uF philusophy to mfer 
“A human being offers uncon. 
dicivnal love and it is not news, (lie 
same individual is oftcied the use 
of 27 Rolls Royces and (he whole 
nation starts talking about it.** read 
an edirorial of The Rajneesh week¬ 
ly. “Compared to love, a Rolls 
Kuyee is nothing. It is a lieauliful 
machine, but only a machine. It can 
be traded, boughi and sulJ. It can 
be dtiplicaied vet ir ts (he besi way 
to symbolise the graiiiude. There is 
nu uther way of repaying Bhag 
wan's gift. There is no uiher way of 
expressing ihe vaiue of i(. Yet we 
irv. To celebrate the glorv of love, 
the beauty of love, (he magnifi¬ 
cence of love, we are showering 
Rolls Royces on Bhagwan.*' 

•‘Amencan.^ are mercenary peo¬ 
ple, they evaluate everything with 
money and that is why the whole 
furore,*' explained Ma rrem Veeiia. 
“Look at a Rolls Ruyee. it is nothing 
but rin!" 












Finance in tHe Rajneeslt empire 


A Rajn«esh rompany car rattled 
xAJiolsily (hrvuRh the mud and 
graved The bumper sticker on its 
rear read: *'Jcsus saves. Moses m* 
vestSi Bhagwan spends.* And so 
Raineesh does happily, proudly 
and without any scruples. 

*'We have no sympathy for the 
pour. We know how to create 
wealth for us and set an example 
for others trying to gel out of pover 
ty. If we had sympathy for the poor, 
we'd just get sucked into ^ing 
poor.* says Sheela Silverman, who 
It an Indian and at the helm of 
affairs at Raineesh Foundation In* 
lemational '‘We work hard and we 
alio spend hard " 

The 27 Rolls Royces ihai stand 

t arked in front of Rajneesh't ranch 
ome confirm what Silverman says. 
^People make a gift of them (the 
cars) to Bhagwan,** Ma Prem Veena 
told this ciirrespondent. *He does 
not own them, they are assets of the 
Rajneesh Investment Corpora* 
cion.* Well, everyone knows who 
uses them. 

In any case the RoJh Royce 
Motors Inc must be delighted at the 
quick sale of so many of its exclu* 
five cars. Similarly pleased in doing 
business with (he Rajneesh com¬ 
mune are dosens of small and large 
firms in central Oregon. The com¬ 
mune pays cash down, buys In bulk 
and is an extremely good customer. 
The Rajneesh commune claims Co 
have pumped In 40 million dollars 
Into tnc local economy which has 
come as a boon during the presenc 
recession. It has rescued many busi¬ 
ness inscitutions from the verge of 
bankruptcy and several people 
from the agony of unemployment. 
The Rajneesh group administers 
three interlocking corporations 
which officially boast of assets of 2S 
million dollars. Don I»arin of the 


Carl Houseman, the deputy direc¬ 
tor of the Immigration ^rvice in 
Portland, used Kajneesh’s old ar^- 
ment against him and said chat ow¬ 
ing to his poor health, Rajneesh 
would not be able to perform his 
designated role as a religious worker 
adequately. Rajneesh’s silence be¬ 
came another issue, and they could 
not accept that he had been conduct¬ 
ing his duties of a religious teacher 
while keeping his mouth shut . To 
add to the problems. Rajneesh had 
been in the United States on a tour 
i$i visa only for five months prior to 
the application ig November 1961, 
whereas the regulations required 
that Bpplicanis must work as reli* 
gious teachers for two years before 
miking such an applicarion The US 
authorities also alleged that the US 
Embwsy in Bombay had been sup¬ 
plied‘vmh *'falsc and misleading 
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Refneesh' 'Amerjca is the fuiurt 
ot f/lf worJd' ___ 

Od/i Fronctsco tjrammer reported 
that the entire worth of (he empire 
would total up to 200 million dol¬ 
lars. But when (his correspondent 
asked the press liaison. Ma Prem 
Veena. about this figure, there was 
a perturbed silence after which 1 
was asked to concentrate on (he 
ideological aspect of the 'Bhagwan.' 

• The parent corporation Is the 
non-profit "church,** the Rajneesh 
Foundation International fRPI) 


statements* regarding the guru's 
health in India and the need for 
medical attention is the USA. Be¬ 
sides, (he hush and sudden depar¬ 
ture of Rajneesh from Pune end the 
quick purchase of property In the 
USA ^ his followers were clear 
indications of a pr^onceived plan 
and a prior intention to settle io 
America. 

Frustrated, the JUiineeshas were 
then left with no other altematite 
but to search loopholes in the latv. 
They charged US officials of incoo- 
.Histency. tactual Inaccuracy and 
violation of their own rules and reg¬ 
ulations, Jeffrey Moles and Swami 
Frem Nireo. the two attorneys of 
Rajneesh Foundati^l Intaraaoonal, 
argued over incorrect procedure and 
indicated a predotenninM disposi¬ 
tion on the part of the US auihontlea 
to deny (he petition and application 


which has estimated assets of IS 
million dollars. The income it 

K rates comes mainly from the 
business in expensive Ra- 
jneesh books, tapes end assorted 
souvenirs like Rajneesh posters, 
ashtrays and bottle openers. Be¬ 
sides these sales, it also receives 
contributions in (he form of fees for 
meditation and therapy sessinns 
from the organisation's 2,50,000 
worldwide members. Many san- 
nyasins also contribute money to 
various Rajneesh projects, now 
especially (o the city, the amounts 
ranging from 100 dollars lo plant 
and maintain a tree to some Indi¬ 
vidual contributions in excess of 
500,000 dollars according to (he 
R^neesh financiers themselves. 

The Rajneesh Investment Cor- 
poretion, which is the actual owner 
of the ranch and other real estates 
in the USA, Is a privately held, 

[ irofit-making subsidiary of RFI, 
ooked after mainly by Swami Prem 
Jayananda alias John Shelter who 
IS also the second husband of 
Sheela Silverman. The third orga¬ 
nisation is the commune itself, me 
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas Internation¬ 
al Commune (RNSIC) structured as 
a cooperative in which all the mem¬ 
bers are partners. This too is a 
pr«>fit*making corporation, leasing 
the ranch from najneeih Invest¬ 
ment Corporation, and in turn 
serves RIC. including the construc¬ 
tion of the buildings and equip¬ 
ment. 

Raineesh Services International, 
based In London, provides "finan¬ 
cial management services” for 400 
loosely connected Rajneesh 
meditation and therapy centres in 
the world, which are all separate 
and tax-exempt corporate entities 
free to 'donate* funds to the other 
Rajneesh corporations listed. 


And the case was reopened. 

While the legal battles are on, 
"Bhagwan* Shree Rajneesh is living 
comfortably in his divine enclave, 
although he should have left the 
. by 20 January this year, "And 
’Vise will stay on forever, as the case is 
■qsiliveJy ours,* said Ma Prem 
^Mna, "we will fight it to the Sup- 
/reme Court.* She was more conti 
dent than logical, however. Others 
point out that it is ooly a matter of 
time before Rd^neesh is deportetf 
back to India. 

"Capitalism," Rajneesh had once 
said, "is basicMly individualism. It Is 
more than a social structure; It Is 
democracy and freedom... it gives 
you the freedom to be yourself. And 
America, he had said, "is the future 
of the world.* It is ironic that the 
same capitalist America is throwing 
out its admirer. 




From Sanyas to Playboy 


914 of his followers committed 
suicide on his instructions. Shan¬ 
non being the only daughter of her 
father was a mental wreck after her 
father's brutal murder, and ii was 
then that she heard of Bhagwan 
Rajneesh and rushed to India to 
become his disciple. In Oregon this 
year, she married another disciple 
of the master, Swami Anand Sub- 
huti. a former poHtJcal ;ournaiUt 
from F.ngland It is an irony, there* 
fore, that peoole are now laheHing 
Rajeesh anoiner Jtm Jones. 

^Jvif Writer, however, has a 
different story altogether She be* 
longs to the glamour world nf mod* 
elling, and is continuing to do so 
even in the commune. A titillating 
personality, a cover girl, a sculp* 
tress, and now a sannyasin for the 
past five yean. Sylvie grabbed 
attention recently by granting an 
iittenriew to the Playboy magasln«*. 

The authorities of the Rajneesh 
group are proud of such sunnyasins, 
and encourage thgm to buy as much 

t ublicity they can, becauae in the 
mg run, n brings a reputation for 
the commune and its bohemian 
ways. 


M.< Pri'm Innytn m ianiiyuun m Hajnf^sh'* commmune 

T he two most talked about san* mssman who was gunned down 
nyasiii^ ni Kajiieesh's commune during his investigation Into the 
uie women: Shannon Jo Kyen who mystery of the ‘People's Temple'in 
iM now Ma Afliriia Pritam and Syl* Guyana, He was killed near Jones* 

vie Writer, now ^^i Prem Jnayan. town under orders frum Reverend 

Shannon Jo Ryan is the daughter of Jim Jones, the cult leader who 
Leo Ryan, a late Peninsula con* came to worldwide attention when 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


From Putli to Phoolan 


TAVLEEN SINGH went to the ravines of Madhya Pradesh 
to piece together the history of women dacoits 



I r WiiNJt (he wvd ding Ilf d ram in- 
ddT's ^un (hjr he first saw her 
She wiiN barely 17 but already 
•iinong rhe most famous danc- 
IIII4 gii is in the Chambal valley. 
She H'.is known in Agrn, Moreria. 
(iwalior and Bhind and they wild that 
khe eaniLul more than K> 20(1 per 
mufrah. whu;h in wav m small 
fortune. 

Me was an unknown ex-wildiei but 
.\v knew I'isnn rlif nv»meni he heaid 
iu'i sin^ lli.il he wanted hei mnie 
than aneoiiv else* in the ivoi Id With 
in niMiiths the unknown e% soldiar 
>hoi into piomnieiKe as Sutian 
SuiMh. one of The most dreaded 
Jacniis in the l hainhai saliev. Ills 
gang was considered sesomi only to 
(liai ot i)ie legt ridaiy Man Singh. He 
eontomed to be in love with the 
daiiiiin; girl he had seen at the 
wedding of the ramindar’s v»n. 

Kiiili Rai's tame grew along with 
Suit 111! Singh's iiMioiietv and iK'ca- 
sioiiaily hei tamilv heard rumours 
cli.ii lie was in love with her but ihev 
dill not take them lou seriously Her 
niulher Anghari Hai. was much (nurv 
concerned with the furtherance of 
her daughiei's career. One evening, 
some lime in the year mfll. Path Bai 
was reluming frem a mujrah some¬ 
where near Dholpur, She was occotn 
pun led by her mother, her brother 
and her musician:!. It was e dark. 


A view oi the Chambul ravines 


moonJesv night and their route home 
went past the ravines, as did almost 
all routes in those days. Suddenly, 
armed men maieruiUsed from the 
shadows, gunshots rang out and the 
men disapiieared into the ravines 
with their prise. Sultan Singh had 
got his PuiJi Bai. 

This is chapter one m the life of 
Putli Bai. If it sounds like a Barbara 
Cariland novel. Indiaiused and con¬ 
verted into a h*grade Bombav film, 
then I he fault is that of her life and 
nor my prose. Accounts of how Putli 
Rji the dancing girl became Ihiili Bai 
the Bandit queen vary but they all 
a^tree approximately on the begin- 
nrng. They also agree that Putl i Bai is 
the most famous w«vmari 1>andit that 
the Cham bai valley has ever seen. 

There are those who claim that the 
ravines of the CTiambel have known 
women dacoits even as Jong as a 
hundred years ago. but according to 
the Madhva Pradesh Mlice records 
Putli was the first. In Uttar Pradesh, 
they say there was a woman called 
Shahnai who was hanged in Mathura 
rn 19.12 and (hat she commuted terri 
ble atrocities on women, but again 
recorded evidence of this js hard to 
find. 

The anii'dacoity department in 
Agra is more concerned with the 
present and said that if old records 
did exist they are probably buried 


somewhere in the secretariat in 
Lucknow. According to them, the 
most famous fur nocunous) woman 
dacoii in UP has been Phuolan Devi. 
There was Haseona, who was brutal* 
ly killed, in an advanced state of 

E regnancy. in an encounter iit 2178. 

ui according to the ami dacoity 
department hers* was not a listed 
BBng. 

Since the early Seventies, ihere 
have been neveruJ women who have 
taken to the ravines in UP and In MP 
bur none of them have been gang 
leaders and most of them have gone 
for reasons of love rather than dacoi- 
ty. If they wenr police uniforms mid 
learn to usa.a gun, it is only iH'cause 
unybody who i«; on the run in the 
ravines, had to. Since it is not possi 
ble to write a story on women diicoits 
Without including Phoolan, we went 
first ra GwuJior where she is now m 
jail. I asked about Putli and 1 was 
told that the man to talk to was 
Ganga ^wak Trivedl who was super* 
intendent of police. CID, in chui go of 
anti'dacoity operations for the wnole 
for MP in the days of Pulci Bai. He 
spent nearly 50 years as a policeman 
in Iho state. 

^You want to know about PuUi 
Bai,*' he said with a smile. *'VVelli you 
know we fihe police) were actually 
respomibte for making her a dacoit. 
We traced her into Sultan’s gang 
hoping that she would give us his 
head.* 

Mr Trivedi is over /O and it is now 
nearly 30 years since Putli Bui was 
killed but her memory appears to 
have remained fresh in his mind. The 
story comes pouring out. Putli Bai 
was a dancing •girl who was particu* 
larly renowned lor the way in which 
she sang the aiha. These are the local 
ballads about valour and chivalry 
and two legendary heroes called 
Alha gnd Udhal. 

Sultan Stneh, ‘‘the notorious 
dacoit,** heard net' somewhere, poss* 
Ibly at a wedding and fell in love 
with her. ‘‘The year was 1951. she 
must have been about 18 at the lime. 
Her mother was Asghari Bai. They 
were residefits of Barbai village, 
Am bah police circle, ia Morena dis¬ 
trict. Her mother and brother were 
in touch with the record-kaeMr of 
the collectoraie of Morena, Pandit 
Rajaram. So we ^suaded them to 
let this girl u and join Sultan's gang 
and try and bring him into our net." 

According to Mr Trivedl, Putli Bai 
fell in love with Sultan and then 
ref used lo betray hire. He had been 

















poisoned by someone durifi^ the 
time she was there and she nursed 
him and in the process fell in love. 
“So she came to me shout five or six 
montba later and said she had fallen 
in love and could not betray Sultan 
but could get us the heaJ of the 
second'in command, Bahu tohari. 
The SP at the rime was Deep Singh, 
and he told me. *Nothing doing. We 
must get that gujarr/ She then went 
back to the gang and wrote me a very 
nasty letter saying that she would 
kidnap my children if 1 tried to do 
anything to her lover" 

Mr Trivedi believes that although 
Putli went back determined to an 
active member of the gang she re* 
lained 3 code of 'modesty and hon* 
our' till shv was arrested in an en¬ 
counter with the UP police in Bah. 
They tortured her and did every* 
thing, shod of raping her, and then 
iiUuwud her to return to the jungle 
tittw getting an assurance from her 
ih:it she would liquidate the gang. 

* They should never have trusted 
her after she had betrayed us once, 
Aiiywuy, whvn she went back to the 
I'.ang the sreonJ time, she became 
rtsilly ciucl and committed many 
crnovimu She was involved 

jpi m.my muiJurs. jT^cluJing mas« 
i!urdel's n and KjixoU.’' 

.Ucurdirg to Mf Tr'vedi, Putli wa? 
the fim woman deceit who was 
f;im'n;« n rh*'* r< 'll sense of the word, 
unlike Phi'Cinn who, he feels, only 
bream*? bnipu^e of the put^ 

licify •<ht got afi^r the Behmai miy;- 
sjcre. Put!; led much more sophisti 
c,Ui*d weiipa’?*:. She used n st**!) gun, 
(I rimmp^on machine carbine and a 
sumi'.Hitcmntic rifle. In all his years 
in ihi.' police, sho wai the only 
ivomL'p f*;‘C')>t he came across. He 
he^rd thj* there was onciher who 
hdd n bri'cf career around the same 
lime r.s PutJi but slie wus nut much of 
a d..ccs.. ilo did /lut even remember 
her nar.ic. he said. 

G wuhor ja:J is a collection of yel* 
hiw-washcd barracks which 
sprRwI untidily in thu shadow of the 
massive Gwaher Fort. As we enter 
the enclosure where the gangs of 
Phoolan Devi and Malkhan Singh are 
housed, (he first person we meet is 
Malkhan. He is tall and impressive. 
He greets me by touching my feet 
and other members of his gang foi* 
Jow suit. Ir is compulsory for the 
gang to touch the feet of all women 
to indicate that they would never 
dishonour them. I ask Malkhan sf he 
would ever have considered having 
women in his gang and he says. "1 
would never keep a woman or a 
drunkard in my gang, it’s too danger¬ 
ous." He adds that he does nut think 
women need to become daciiiis since 
if they were being harassed ur had 
some problems they could turn to 
men for protection, "if a woman 
came to me with some problem I 
would trv end help her. but 1 
wouldn^t let her become a dacoit. It 
is not the right kind of life for a 
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mirnan." Malkhan said ne had heard 
ot Puik Bei but in all his years in ihv 
ravines he had never allowed women 
into the gang. 

While wo are talking, Phoolan 
emerges from one of the bairaiks 
She IS a softer, more*rrlavvd Phimlan 
than we had seen at ihv curieiider. 
She IS wearing a pink nylon sari, a 
silver JramartMtfd fbeltj. silver ank- 
leu end bangles. There 1 $ no trace nf 
the abusive, wild woman we hnd met 
during the surrender. She invites iis 
into her small, bare room. A couple 
of tin trunks and a small suitc.ise lie 
piled up in u comer and ihere Are 


mattresses on the floor. She says she 
is quite happy and being well-looked 
after but for the fact that her family 
is being put up in a dharmasBls and 
cannot return to their village and her 
brother has not been given the job 
(hat the Mlice promised would be 
one of the conditions of the sur¬ 
render. 

1 bring her on (o the subject of 
women dacoits by mentioning rhat 
there is talk that Kusuma Nain will 
be surrendering shortly to the UP 
p<ilice Ku&uma was once in the same 
gang as her. It was in fact, she who 
save Vikram MalUh chloroform and 
assisted lailaram-Sriram in killing 
him, Phoolan savs. Kusuma Nain 
became a dacoit of her own accord 
and ran awuv with someone called 
Madho Singh She later took up with 
Sriram and is still a member nt their 
gang According to Phoolan, she Is 
around 2Z and very pretty. 

Did she remember any other 
women dacoits? heard the name of 
Geera Thakur and there was a Munni 
Bar Then there was Meera Thakur. 
whom the police killed. She was such 
9 nice girl, su shy. that she was 
almost too frightened to talk. And 
(heie u Maya Devi who now owns a 
paan ki dukan (betel shop) in Oral." 

Phoolan said that most women 
became dacoiis either because they 
were kidnapped, like she was, or 
becai’se of harassment of one kind or 
another. There were very few like 
Kusuma Nain, who came mio the 
jungle willingly. Meera Thukur had 
baen driven away from her village 


Pufh BAi'a brother, Afiadrn, shaw/ng thr phr^rogr.tph of PurJjV daughter. 
Torveen Banco 




A filv i>hoiuMi-tpf* I’l/f/j Hm ilvtti.md BMut t.ithMi tutihi* killaf nt an 
tnt’outUvi m 


bviijuw there wvre 5omv Mu5]im$ 
who were luuissjnx hoi. Meya also 
became a tUeou l>«ceu4o there were 
soiDV peu|>ie lKira»8inK her. Phoolan 
smiled when I asked ntT if ^hc lied 
ever heard of Putli Ba>. heard 
aboui her afier J became a dacoir. Ali 
( know ift that she was also a dacnit.'* 
She did not seem tu think that life in 
(he ravines was any more difficult 
for women than it was for men. "It’s 
a very hard life.'' she said, “it's hard 
fur rhen and it's hard for women.'' 

PhuoJan does not conceal the plea¬ 
sure she from having made a 
name for herself, nor does she con¬ 
sider It siiunue that she should have 
been the leader of the gang li Indira 
CanJhi can do it, she haa pointed out 
in a widely-quoted remark, why 
should .she not be able to head a 
gang. The gang's acceptance of her 
as 0 leader also seems to be unques* 
(iuned, although it i.sclear that deci* 
siun-makiiiK was <omethine that she 
and Man S;iigh did land sciU do) 
together. 

In the case uf both Phoolan and 
Putli. leadership was something they 
inherited, Putli, when Sultan was 
killed, is believed to have taken up 
with another gang member, Babu 
Lohen. and after his death, with 
Kalla. She and Kalla were then co¬ 
leaders of the gang. In Phoolan's 
case, she has been with Man Singh 
since the death of Vikram, but Man 
Singh has never been more than a 
co-leader, even if he is. in fact, as 
much a leader as she is. 

The status of the women appears 
to be Jinked entirely to the position 
thair lovers held. If the men they 
have been with are well above the 
other members of the gang, then 
(heir status becomes different. If. 
however, the status uf the man is nut 
cleeriy in the top rungs, then (he 
woman becomes just another ordin¬ 
ary member of theung. Most gangs 
in the Chamhil valley have one or 
iwn women members who wear 
police uni/orms and are armed like 
W . 


the men. but ihnr position is, in fact, 
that of mi^drcsses to the men. 

Putli Bai. according to must 
accounts, also proved ihat she could 
ii«v a gun and loot and kill as well as 
any other dacoit could. Where 
Phoohin iv concerned, however, the 
position IS not completely clear. 
Poli<e sources «ay that she has. in 
fact, admitted that of the 21 men 
killed in Ckhmai in Pehruary 19BI. 
she killed two and the re>t were shot 
dead by Man Singh and Raghunatb 
Mailah. 

To me. however, she emplietically 
denied that she hud ever Iwen to 
Behmai. She said she had l»ven very 
upset by press reports that said she 
had been locked op for m^arly six 
weeks by Lolaram and Sriram and 
repeatedly raped. This was com¬ 
pletely untroe. she said. Her version 
IS (bat after Vikram Mallah was 
killed by lolaram and Sriram, tliey 
took her in a vulago called Simra 
where (hey intended to kill her. 
There she was rescued by some pan- 
dit after which she fled back into the 
jungle to meet Man Singh. She said 
the pandrr was still alive and there 



were other people in the village who 
would swear that she had been there 
and not in Behmai. The entire legend 
of Ph (Milan Devi has been built 
around rho Behmui massacre; it is 
the only majur crime she in supposed 
to have committed. 

If she can prove thut sbe was never 
in Bahmai then she liecomes merely 
u l>etty d.iciiit w'hii made very little 
money atid was responsible for lit tie 
more than a few minor kidnappings 
und dacuuies. Thu police l>eheve 
that she is denying the behmai mas- 
sucre iK'ciiuse slfl> n-uliNcs lliul she 
will then Rvt uwhv with a muc h lesser 
senicflce. Tliov cl.nm ihai there* .ire 
etiniich wunessos lo lostiiv thar 
Phoolun was r.ipcd <nid bnitalised by 
l<akeum-Srii .inuiiid ih.ii ihc Buhnuii 
ntasNacie was her w.iy o) taking 
revenge 

When she wus lalknig lu me I gut 
the feeling ilut she was .lUo tiyiag lo 
prove (hut she hud only two Inveiv— 
Vikram «in<l Man Singh-^aml iliar 
she was ilicreloie not us '*bjd char¬ 
actered" as evens me h.ul mode her 
nut to he She ss’a> vciv upset by 
uUegutioris th.ii bebut Vikiam she 
h.ul also been with Rub.i C>uior. who 
wus the luadvr of the gang winch 
first kiiinnppeil lu-i, and that he 
stnpiied her in public and taped her 
often. 

“This IS ahsolute rubbish." she 
said. "I was wall Vikrair right from 
(he start and after him there's only 
been Man Singh " It uppcais rliur 
middle class moruliiv and a hunger 
lor respectability pci vados even tliu 
life in (ho jungJov ut the Clianibal, A 

I wjt of Iter dosiie to cling lo »oinc 
;ind of rv&rct(ability is ;u<tilled hv 
the widespiead bcliel among the 
IKilicc that iruditionully ii is only 
prostitutes and women ol "bad char¬ 
acter" who lake to the ravines. 


M adho Singh, whn .*is deputy su- 
pc rin ten (lent uf jxilice, Bbind, 
was one of the police officers in- 
voU'cd in the encounter m which 
Putli was killed, said. "The women 
these gangs visit urc yeiierally 

E roktitutes. Putli Bai and BijJi were 
i>ih prustitute;< Phonlan was not 
but she got involved with dacoits 
because of her character." 

Mr Singh, who now lives in reiire- 
meiu in Gwalior remembers Putli 
Bai as,having been a very beautiful 
woman. '‘Short, slim, fair—skinned 
with big eyes, long hair and nice 
features." and a famous singer. 
According to him she was already 
deeply involved with Sultan Singh 
when the police decided to use her to 
mfiSuale the gang. But »be was in 
love with him and became an active 
member of the gang instead. Said he. 
'*She was an extremely cruel and 
much-hated woman. After Sultan's 
death, when she was with Kalla; they 
would raid a village and she would 
be responsible for looting the 
houses. She used to tie kerosene- 
soaked bandages on rhe fingers of 
the village women and threaten to 




MadKo rcm«Tnbcrs PvjtU’s * ^ 

death un 2) Jjn^^ary 1958. vividly. ' 

She tvas killed re^r ^hociia in More* I f 

na diAtrin. walked Into a t •"' 

trap l.akhan Sm$h, who had ^ ‘t,'** ! 

unco been an ordinary’ member I * ' 

SuitanS sanR. Sultan was killed on $ f *' 

May 10^5, and Bnbu l^hari barely a k:' * t I 

few months later on b Sepiemhei of { '* | I 

the s.ime year After that Tuth Bni j ' I i 

hud hecomi* eo leader nr the eanc ' ( 1^ III 

K.iliu III I II a^HH 

KulU and "he walked into the trap J%W I 11 

together but he somehow munaped ffjfl • II 

to evcope. **She had tried to e^tcape 

hv croxMtiG a river < Kunwarti hut we L«-?^ ^ V^BI 

"hot her wlien ^he tame nut into the •* 7 |B 

I illa);e She had taken her itou»eis 
III undeiwvar. 

to her before ^he 

her where "Bk 

rnld mo he had pone. 1 hIso jsketi her 

j^'O'it amputated arm bvt 'he . ’▼ : * • ▼ ^ / 

v.t" ilyinp fast and (luildri't tell pti. * 

The only nrher xvuman duco't that 

Madhn hiwj^h r *meirbi'rs was Bijh * n/k _ _ ^ 

w'lio was also .i diTCntp pi‘l and I rmn (fterrttird". A |iu/i(VpA<an>;tej»/ior f*nr/j 4<ir.rrTrfri<«i .issot’Mrc" ki/hd rti 
opi^rjiud at The sani« lime 49 Putli. an cmonntrr m VK*9 
She was, howcvei. tail Iy smalhdme 
and faded into ohscunty soon. What 
Ml Si null re members most ahotit her 
IS tN' u ply she eavo him when he 
^^'. \ e<l ht‘> whv sfic had berome an 
oiiihnv She had said. “S^hih jap 

n:’*'r‘t thee is hiv t>h>*ni{ aM"/. A4tp 

hi ''M ij iihiiif a;tpkey saatSi i.'ra.; 

(.r." <Yiui ueniri ih»-ri' so I .an 
aw !>'• 11.*d I met voii lirst I >A»iud 
h.tve pone with you>. ' 

III Miiu'na they Luxe phmo^ap>*s 
ol Kamla. Muiini Bai and Bacuti. b::> 
lew < Una I Is nthcr ih^n (ho fa.i thax 
R. Weill was killed and Kami a end 
Muniu iWi have now* ^.ivnii up crime. 

The v *in«-rii''‘fl for ? i.'*'dc aa mertn 


;u 7 n Balni Muiaii Smuh shnrily l>efore she wur killed. It 
h di»trki Aeuiiiuuiire dysmlwR Uci as “a woman of short 
mlv real woman dacoit statule. wheat complexion and un- 
til Ysllowinu record" .ittraciive featuios. wuh slantinu 
loeraphs are produced eves '* li desi rilH*s how she svas <i» "a 
ler face in death I there piofessionai cuntras'i" in The erst* 
I pictures of her alive i while stale of Dhnlpui when «he whs 
) f her iyiAK dead w ith cuopht hv Sultan Sinuh and how she 
URt^ Displayed in ihv staved sviih the uaiiu for six months. 

then returned t<i try and live a (icace* 
fu! life in Moiem. hut how after J 
few* months she retm ned to the panu 
leavinp behind liei teiiyearold 
slaiiphier. Munm. I'he rept»rr even 
niemions the possihiiitv that the 
ivdice had sent lici hock os an infoi* 
mei*. 1 1 meniiorts her a i rest in VP 
and hci re I ease on IkiiI on 2 b May 
IST'). on the Ui ooiids chat she wonted 
t to infiltrate ilie uang and l>« an 
I InTormer. She leturncd to the U^nR 
^ und nexci came hock. 

^ The orilv memliet of Ihith Bai\s 
immvdiiuc famdv who Is still alive 
□part from her dauuhtni now in 
Cakntto ("ee iiil<*i vuoio is her 
brother. Alladtn. Hr )hcR in Morvna 
hesit!*' a <m»d! KCi'eit'WMshetl mosque 
ihoi has hrcii biidt by IhirhS douuh* 
ter Tarvven Banoo, whom she called 
Tanno. Allodin supplies to ur the 
final pieces ui the icconsti uciion ol 
Futli's liK'. He is a tall, ihm man with 
broken yellow tceih who would have 
b'a it eikht vcMis older than I'luli had 
sho sIpU beet* alive. She w’ds a 
W’omlei ful siiiuei. he* says .She was 
iiiilv 16 .ind wMs aheadv eaiitiniz Rs 
20U |>er muiiah when she wn> kid 
napped by Sultan. He ii'inemhers 
thill ilivv were leiuinciiA alter ti 
ffliftriih ni Kojasihan but ih»es not 


UiK'nii k'if oak'll ret* wi/h herkner Nahai Srrujh; «im a ivncefiif Ul 
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You don’t have to boil the water, 
sterilise the bottle, or test die temperature. 


Set ho» ewy tod <on«miene Ntruee'i wif tt co Aourifh 
4 newborn. 

Through i long praccu of rrieJ tnd errot ow ehouundi 
cf ynn, ts/trure hei found juie rhe right tmkncf dfbodr 
buiMing food* (protein), energy foods (cftrM>ydAm. fon) 
ind hedth guMnditM (vi cimint) t hu nuke mmher** miUt 
iqeaj for the htby 

No frftk ofconitminACion. 

Vouf hd^ drinlu irdiftcr froft the hrmt. So. 

dinger of rnntimiMnon. no hxhcr ofprrpnra^^ ya 

retting the rempcrtrure. 

Alw, Nwwre h»i thoughefolly jf'rfuded to rtprc^ue 
'ontibod iet" togueed four b-.h? agsinr j gsufO‘*:'tfr€u%m 
^ o»hc» diKues. Ar^ rtktrgvd cw. 

For insterKe, vifawinC to prewu 

A breas r•fod hebr fnit mnee info end itvart, rui. Srrwjjo 
you rtiddJe him tfoie wh^le Jc‘s m ia:u fy 
his hunger. 

Grr^i fig pop'.2!arLv 

Bretit food ing :$ now ger .in* -yye i; H more b*pufu 
teen iiifhe V'.^t4ijnni>»t'. *. Ji.‘iCiAst£‘*vnk'.zsf* 
getting more W'd^fy 


^t wh« if you're not iblr >n breor-fr^J for r^ru'nt •yf 

health Of. Attybf, be;«**ie ynur rft>lk 19 n'^ 
your bibf ^ 

Of ceurte. you nu*? ehoow rhe W ■! rerr- nvr f. r hj- 
Spfty dfted Amulspfoy.- 

Nutfi tioosMy well b-^^nrer* with prim- ' ity r*" t , 

todigB& right ,' 

of :.i: jiju* t,i;> ^'.ul. 

Jt'i i-w'f fo t :1a j f.. ! v ^0v. -:-r' r»t «. / 

I' *«4U .‘rr 

K.y^jir ui 
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remember the evacr place or rear, 
when she wa» abducted by Sultan'a 
men. He also confirms tKac Sultan 
had first heard her sinj; in a barear 
(ctiorriaxel. ‘*After six montfis she 
came back to Morena, She was pre> 

^ant and she was sick with her IJe 
in (he ravines. She wanted lo stay 
but the police wouldn't let her. They 
drove her back into the jungle." 

Alladin told me. Putli gave nirui to 
her daughter and never saw her 
auin. Today she Is about i2 years 
old and lives in Calcutta with her 
horcUor husband and three children. 

Alladin brought her up as his own 
duughit’r and she did mit find out till 
Clio was dH adult that she was the 
daughfrr of Putli Bai and Sultan 
Singh. Irurikally it Is nut Putli's 
daughu r but Alladin's who has in* 
herited the family gift uf singing. 

ShakoolH Banoii has siudied classical 
music and often sings on AIK. Bhop- 
al. PiiiliN brother said the pulue 
were lying when they siiid she had 
been «i criivl woman who tortured 
>md killed "She was so soft hearted 
that she used lo loiii money and 
distribute it to the pom. Vm a man 
who suvh lumur five times a day and 
I wouldn't lie." he told me. 

A part irom Putli and Phoolan, the 
only otliei woman gang leader 
has been liaseena v.ho was killed by 
the CP tmlice in Calitpur on 2$ May 
11178. hittle U known alniui her cx* 
cept thill nho was a very beauiiFuJ 
wumau who had a short, nisienificant 
caieer of almut eight mouths. It is 
her trugic, brum I death that has 
really made her >0 well knowci, it is 
believed that she had. in fact, surren¬ 
dered uud bogged the police nut to 
kill her because she was pregnant 
but they shot her anyway. Her naked 
body was then displayed tn public. 

After Puili'a death many years pas. 
sed bcfiiie any woman dacciis rose in 
the Chambal valley. Then suddenly 
:iinve the Seventies there have been 
a spate of them, cnoinly on the UP 
side of the border. At the moment 
the CP pnlicc know of the existence 
of at loiist three women dacnits. 

Apiin from Kusuma Nain, there is 

GeeuThakur who is with the gang uf A fila phorcKrap/i of Manm Hai 

Vinoda which operates in Etawah. r ---- — 

Muinpuri and Agra. U is said that 

Vinoda became an outlaw because of 

her and since shti joined him (hey *« 

have been together. .She was said to f 

have bevn married to somebody else. I 

Then there is the uuc of KamoJ in 

Rajasthan which also has a woman g BA * 

She is believed to beat up her vk* > ^ 

(ims with bicycle chains and has. f m fy 

therefore, been named Kapoori m m 

Choiowali. There ere. however, A t 

several minor eX'Women dacoits who C 
have served sentences and are now 

living in retirement In the Chambal ^ / 

area. There is Munni Thakur (Con a / 

Munni) who is said CO have become a * 

dacoit after having her husband liil* ^ . 

led because ha iir*tretted her. She B^B or ^ 

operated for a while with the Caotan p 
gang, served a sentence in Dholput I * ■ ' 


A fife phtHOfirapH of the daivrr Ivamfs Hut 


lull and has now given up crime*. 
There was another Munni too. called 
Kali Munni in Cholpur jail to disting¬ 
uish her from Gon Munni. who ihev 
5aid was bought by some prosnniie^. 
She refused to b^omc a prostiiute 
and chose to become a dacoit in- 
«iead. She has also served her sent- 
ence and is now living as tlie com. 
mon law-wife uf Bengali, one of the 
mem hers of (he gang s he was wi t h. 1 n 
a village, near Dnolpur. we met 


janak'>hiee whu became a dacott 
because she fell iii love with hvi 
father in law's younger brinhcr who 
bod liecome an outlaw due to o laud 
dispute with his family, janakshree 
and Naliur (Nahiira) mrw live u 
life of rural tranquillity in a village 
called Kanakiu. near Kaja Kheda It 
IS accessible onlv by foot and in¬ 
volves a walk nf nearly five miles 
from the mam road. They have buffu. 
loes and a hiiu^e which k semi pucca 
and do not miss the old days at all. 
The only reinmder of the past is a 
gun, which they have to keep be¬ 
cause they still have enemies. Jank- 
ashree, who has two grown-up chil¬ 
dren by her first husband, says chat 
khe is very happy not to be on the 
run any more. She is a tall, strapping 
woman who weiled a gun like a man 
but according to her, she never kil¬ 
led anyone. "K used to use a Mark-4'* 
she said, '*and I faced police bullets 
just like any man but Tm glad it's 
over. This is a much better life." bhe 
was cau^i in 1975 and spent six 
years in jail. 

There are other names that one 
hears—Begum Bashira, Saleema. 
Sheila and Phoolshree^and nthei 
women dacoiis who operated over a 
hundred years ago. but in the end 
onlv two names stand out; Puth Bat 
and Phoolan Devi. 
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don*t know if Phoolan 

surrendered or the MP police 

surrendered* 


Putli 6ai’s dai/ghter, Tarveen Banoc^lold Sunday 


Turwen tiHmxi. U. is said to ht tht 
jhsohm- /m.iA'i* of her mother, Puth 
8,11 Snuill. slight HUh o^ii hjtr 
4Iint nv-iiirig ,1 piinted silk Sitr^, 
she si'fivf light.•rtiii«from the 
Hit' her imuhvi lived in the Ch4m 
ful ravines, fhilii fUii's diiughter 
lii'Q.s mth her hnsiiiessmitii'hiihand 
,iiul three teenaged rhildren in s 
liirge joint taitiily household in Cal¬ 
cutta's Biiwh.uM, Tarveen Benoo 
sffokt u'lrh common sense and with¬ 
out leticvnce alMuit her mother, 
doaufs. Mid her life today, in an 
interciew to kunjane tseitguptu 


Q Uo you renivmher your 
lUother^ 

t wn» iusi eight yegr> 
oM v\hrn she divii Anyway 1 was 
i’i'jught u|> Uy mv Krjndp»irent« and 
was living wah tliem in Morena 
even hefora she died. I do rcmeni' 
her being taken «i see her once in 
rhol'hjmlidl. [ went with mv grand* 
pHrenis und my undes—this was 
itist hi'fiiie she died. T een't mail 
wh,ii she Inoked like—I’m told I 
Inok exactly like her. I was at the 
Aimer Uis when she w*i> killed. I 
iifVer s.iw her body. 

O: What do you feel about her? 
A; Well.she was my miithvr, but I 
don’t think wlut she did was right 
To (I .IV everyone glamourises 
d.tcoitx, films are made alxiut them, 
vou ptess petipJe keep writing sb- 
mil them. They kill and ruin many 
people and then surrender to the 
chief minister and everyone takes 


photufiraphs (of the evenn. I don't 
know wbar punishment they will lie 

S iven. hut I dim't think it's right 
iith my parents were dacoits. My 
father captured my mother and 
c'veniually she fell in Uive with him 
and married him and was forced in 
a wav to live his kind of life. 

My mother was always a tomboy. 
In those tiays each house in the area 
iiad a rifle, everyone kept horses. 
Tve been told that my mother loved 
riding and her favourite toy was the 
riflei But I (Um't think women l>e* 
come daenits our of xhwujir (fancy i 
lt\ because of circumstances. It 
was true of my moibcf. t<H> 

Q: Were you never aitracf«f by 
the romance of lAis life? 

A. When I was a child. 1 wanted to 
l»e like my parents—all children do. 
But children have nr> sense of tight 
and wrong. 1 hove respect fur my 
parents, but Tm not saving that 
what my mother did as a decoit was 
good. She is famous. 1 suppose a 
glamourous figure. Alter all people 
are famous for cither the good 
things or had things they do. 

Q: Then you don't support the 
image of daeoits as Robin Hood 
figures? 

A: If someone has money and you 
kill that person and distribute the 
gein.s to the poor. wh.it's the good of 
that? Even the poor would not give 
such daenits izxat (respect). They 
would accept the monev out of feat. 
not hamdardi (sympathy}. I w'ould 
also like tn help people, but not at 
the cost of others. Anyway people 


I'Mvctn Bjoihi- 7 hardlv remember mv moffiei* 




hetumc ilucoits Inn.iuse of luial 
icjsuiw, «iuarrvls ovci land, things 
like ih.it,not Ix^.iUNe liivy want ru 
lie g<M>il 

4), irfi.rt do you (hoik oiiout 

daoiits like Fhordaii lh-\i and Mai 
khan Sitigh. ivho siurt iuhi > 

A Oik nils have ru inf'll and killed 
niunv |veopiv Thvv Imni ten died 
many p<*oplc Now PUn^il.ni lH*vi 
s;ivs she iviiots to sinrvnJei and 
there is ,1 giuut luss Ining made 
ulmiit her I dun’i know if sht> 
siin\*nilui*il or it the Ml* imllir 
surrondcKHl Slir will Ue kept iiii 
|4ih very well, with nil suits ul 
^Ktlilivs Mv gi.uulmniher ti’ioil so 
hard ro niake my inmlier siu ii'mlei. 
but mv muiliei said ivhat wax ili« 
iMjint. shr would be huiiueil roil.ty. 
II IS ail different .Ml nglir, I'huuhin 
IS vciv vouiii;. her Uic is liefore Her. 
Kilt will >hc sh.iiiKi'? C,iu |>en|ilo 
renMy change? Once son ,iie on ihe 
wrong in.id a is vi iv diMiLiilt 10 
reform. I doiri know how lung she 
will he in jail. I suppusr the Hevl 
thing will lx for hei lo m.iiry and 

e » somewlu ie where no one kuuivs. 

vr past niusr h.ive been Ih 
whvR she became a ihicuii. 

U' tio vou thiitk then fhot muneii 
dtoidd be educated. Ih coiuv indv- 
Itendenf, and avoid heiog misled’? 

A: I think worncii sjioold he edu¬ 
cated lieciUiso if. Cod foilnd. any 
thing happens to their liiisbandb. 
they will be able to Ntaud nn their 
own feet. Yi*ii can’t .dwavs depend 
on men I was ni.itried off very 
early. My grand pa u-nts were very 
old and chev warned me to settle 
down. I have not studied beyond 
matric. After marriage, it's difficult 
to enminue (.viudvmgl. iMy duugh* 
(ers iH nnd 12) are studving at 
school. My husband says iliey aro 
not going'to woik- so what’s die 
point of studying? But 1 think they 
should study nil they get married. 

Q: Has heing Futh Bai's daughter 
ever been u source of emhntiass- 
ment to vou? - 

A: Nor rc.dly P.von in .Vforena—I 
often go back there. I have a house 
there—people see me and say, 
'’fhere’s PutU Bai's daugmer ' They 
don’t mean n disrespect fully. My 
children are quite indifferent. Of 
course press |>eople are inierestedf 
And here, in a city like this, who 
remember's who iS who's mother? 
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SPECIAL REPORT m 


A conclave of Ramas 

The non-Congfess(l) CMs of the soi th—RamachanOran of Pondicherry, Tamil Nadu’s 
MGR. Ramakrishna Hegde of Karnataka and MTRof Ar>dhra—recently got together at 
Bangalore and released what is now known as the "R” document (named after the four 
Ramas). The CMs have demanded the sharing of net resources of the nation. Is the 
formation of the southern CMs’council going to lead to confrontation with the centre? 
ANITA PRATAP from Madras and SHUBHA SINGH from Hyderabad 
* report on the implications of the meeting. 


1 % .1 iiMiili MMith coriiuitii.Miofi 

fcUkM/T hiiiiic? The t'otii 

Mjorheiii Llnef miniMer^ •tit 
\iulhi<i IV.uJesli, Tiimil N.11I11. 

k 4 i\il xhe union terii 
uo\ 111 l*omiKlieiIVI who met ul 
h,uitinliiiv on iii M.nvh have Npaieil 
lit! i>il<Mt'> i" ivirci.ite (h«n then 
i'Mil l.uc ^hoiilil inn he iniMonvtrued 

.IX ,t Mi.iMilesiiiiinu <») .1 Oeep'rooccfil 

unniiii 011I1 th«' venire Thix. iMiwee* 

Cl. Iiitx ii'ii mniu.iieil lUe UMr> III ihe 
iinlic i^likh IX xov^Mikoux <»l like 

xoiiihi'iii ( M'x (iioiiiil. .Nc^> OeUii 
,liul the seiner (oiipvsslh Iv.uleis 
,111 (oinjeiilinu ihciiisi lies uiiti 

xioiix <n p|u’ ioui siiuiheiM CMs 

lunu'iniu .iu,i\ li>iin the mothi'i. 
Ill me '• hie III tlu'ii non. I.ikinu (hen 
• luii ili'usioiix mhl lu.ihme then own 
iniM.ikss VVill ilie loin CMx. iM(i 
l(,irii,n [imiih.m. \ I Kama Kmi. 
K unaki ixh ti.i Uecile .mil K 
K.tiTi.Kh.mih.n .ill smmhi.Miilv m 
i imu uli ni.iIlN lemwil .niei ihe epiv 

lu'i.i m the K.<i//.ii.m.i. w.me 2 hth 
^einniv ji.itlle .icam^l (he leniie' 
IV'iiMps. Im in.iii\ ni New l>elUi aie 
n| I hi’ I'lHiiioM ih.n the smilhern 
C Ms' voiiclavi' IS eiimmh ui sel ofl .1 
ilimii III eieiMsth.n couUI euliiiin.iu* 

III ifU' II .i>!nieiil.ki liMl n| (lie mUTitiv. 
.iloiiu ihe \ III.Dll as. 

Mieie .lie ion nsM'v stiikiiiD 
.ixpe.ts ri> Che cmivl.iie iisell. Okie is 
lii.il pi mi 10 I he iU lu.il lUiviiiiU. 
I lieu o.is no iKihliciiv. Il i\.«s oulv ml 
2(1 Khiii.iiA. ii'lieii Mr K.ini.ihiIshii.i 
lieuiie, K.iiij.nnk.k iliwl iiuiiisiei. 
Ii.ul ^niie to Ilvileinh.lO iD.U an 
aiiiieiiiui'iiWiil u.is rii.ule .iluail ihv 
siiiiilielii ihiei iiiinisicrs' iiueuii«^n 
iM Toini ;i Imnm ihinsli nui v»nie 
lotmtioii kKohlenix. I’.veii iheu (he 
iu osfi.i;vr mpdiK ileMheil oniv a 
I. u i>.iiaarapiix le ilu. nimoiinw* 
nil nr >nl»s»K;nvnll> . nol a omd was 
I ic.n (I .1 Ixi ui ill c i < m I'e ri < ice Tlie 
xhiol iiiinisieix sjn.m^ a suriniHt 
tiU Pi Mai 1 11 the piihliL was 
siuMs ttlv iiiloiuual ih.n rhe meeliim 
11.Is in he held t|ie iievi (lav in 
Kanviilnic. li uas nul rhe htlenlion i*t 
ilu' CMs 10 nivel clarulesiinelv. Il 
was mole nut of a iiecessMV (o kvep 
ihe pUiiis li seciei hecause um much 
iuhlii iis prior lo the meeting wmilJ 
i.kvv iiveihvssK seus.uiou.ilis«J rhe 
issue. i«f('|iai<lismi; ihv whnlu svu* 


doe Itrhor n Kol poniS 

The stA'oiiil .isiHrvC »l lliv nK-eiiik}: 
Wits I lull ilrsinie.the sinciilar l.ick <il 
lunfciie. ihe enure CiHifeierue h.is 
rhe emi trskili nt nieiictihms pi 411 
iimu and |M V|i<ii.Mion llic meet mi: 
irt ihe iliivl si.vK'(ar(es ol ihret 
stales uml rhe iMiMUk reitiiorv. held 
on IS Nl.iich .(s Well as iIh' hoiIc* 
eiHC’ irt iIh' l.Ms »»ri 20 Mauh weor 
ol( wjihiiiit «i hnclf \|*aiiiiiM»(hrs. .1 
(xihlic ircepiion was oitfmuxi-tl iia 
STK. w’lnch iiol aiilv wtitl oil 
srikiHiihlv Imi aidacU il hii^e eiowds 
dt^spiie I he shori ikoiut* 

The loniUise s.iw ihv eiiiemeiicc 
i 4 KaitiakiishiM Ih'^'ilr as .i roil 10 

Mrs ..id an eiih.imeiiieiil in 

his pitsiijie lor oiu.iikiMM«t ilu* con 
I el erne Vvl while Mi Ileudeis lH:ioe 
IviKiiared roi his iitiovs. ei vis one 
seems In hate hHmolten lli.il it w.is 

ii.ii Mr lletiile IhiI l.muJ Saihi CM 

\t(^K who I'usi niiKtunl the ule.i nl 
hnldmii such .1 imul.ue in Jann.nt 
14 X 1 III l.wl. M(*K's siicueslum eli 
died <1 deuuuvi’ *es|XMise I lorn 'li 
ilei^ds* III iNs’ heuilikkoic. (In I 1 Jolin 
.11 y when Ml llckidv riiei Mi 1 h.irnh.i 
Sliekhai dtrijige ihe p.ut.n.utA .11 
liit.iiHiinm. ike hail det l.iied tliai he 
would **noi like lo iiisisi on a u-iasi 
Hiu i»l cent I c si.iie (I'l.Mmiis miu In* 
i.iiisv ihe ConMiiiiiiun li.id uinplc 
piovjMimsiiM siaie.iiiioiiniMs "I veil 
wht’lt lit W.IS asked d he w.ix lit 
l.ivoiir oI non CiHiuiessilk V Ms 104m 
lit>; a loiiil toiMiik. |u’ had it plied 10 
the netiaiiw. assinimn "Sush an 
ailempc iiiilIii mu.u k ol .111 oi I'.misi «l 
iiMOi: aciinsi ihe teniie ' Hot ht 
warned lliai il ihye is am alteokpl 
lo ili*«Trnkinaie •nc.iiiisi ihe si.iie n<n 
vninHou lusi lietaiist' 11 <s a non 
Coiijsressth cmei tiiik* iK. ii it lie 
move I will Iv I one hr '* c .•ikimeiiiniu 

ml rile smicheiii V Ms'.eotnu il. Mi 
N r,'Karri,I H.u) mid St sots '’\Ui- 
siaic> aie .III lois'.^al |mii iH hoh.i 
uikd lilt* i»eoplc ot the* siaiix .oe 
thildrcii ft (he iiuaheil.oul I oi a 
siimitf aiul he.ilcht* Ihhix iihi* si niu 1 
(he umhs nlie st.ius' shonhl K 

siionA. The i| lies i loll 01 lie nit* .m.nnxi 
ill*.* CthiUc does iioLaiis*** 

llic non eiHiperainm ihai IlsxiU 
had to con I end wdh could K.i>«’ km 
died (he kamaiaka C M*s tMeiwe 
metliaiiixni o» .nhipt .1 pi«ne*rne 


.nmoiu III lie shared tiv all non 
Con^iessili C.Ms since (he ed 
ciiiwred (hivais .riid inoUlems (hai 
llwv (aied were more 01 less iileiiiiC 
.d /Vuoilici itMson lh.it couhl have 
impelled Mr lletide is that ihe 
Kcleciioiis aie around (he cmner 
.iml ins iin.ifciv cnnld Ui> wdh a lace* 
lill. li m.it Ire pom(ed«iu( (hat llvkdl' 
h.rs iK'eii sh'teuii'd Ht (he hnsiniits 
IhToii a 1leie.1i now .!( a iwelrcllon 
as CM ol k.iinaiakii spvlK disasu i 

loi (he IK.Ill his |Milv. The cmi- 

sl.iie Silled .is an op|>iiMiini(V In 
pioivv( Imnss'ii 11 oh a 1 elmlosUed 
intake .M(rr all (he tonshnt h.is 
Ihww .1 IvsoMiidim; snceess. wvl 
ioftied 111 .ill I'Sieia ihv Cnii 4 :i essi 1 1. 
\itil Ml Mecde iles< I \es evei V l>t| ol 
pi.oxe ihai Is tomio); his wav li is 
a|x.M«*nKilioi d iImi Mi lleude. (he 
.ihli .ulinioisii.noi anil (he ndelh' 
kiviii iHiliiicUML Views Ihe repioi.il 
tom lave as .1 spi iiichoai il (o c.dapuir 
hniistlJ to the ii.Ktonal manisueam 
Koowiou (In hnsidilv and piohUnix 
iliar rliev wmikl hate in fine m 
liduic It Ihe (oin K.int.ix (Uvidcd lo 
(III Ml a rmiim nt non CoiiuiexM I • 
CMs Ml Heple m.iilc* d a poinr ti» 
pahlivise Ills oiuialioii 10 Mi k. 
kaiiiiiakai.111. kso.il.i CM. U was 
oi.nle t le.o (o all ihai .Mi K.iiiiuak.il' 
.*n w.ix Kot ik liheiauK kepi i>id ni 
I hi irivet .\s (01 k.n itii.ik.n .ai he ti as 
iiixrHuiid hv rile hmh i tMiiinaml iml 
ii» (KK his loot Ml and |oiii ihc h.mil 
iiaci'ii 

Would It Ih a ins inn whine a 
L’l'Oiinie ettiOi iionUI he oi.iih* to 
xctfk* xf.iies' pinlilk'nis aiiii slie.liii 
line .idnitnixtiarroii >m would i( Ik’ a 
no ItoKK killed coiiTJ*mtai |.or with 

llie icnliv I Mis iMiiidhi. m o|hii 
woidsrr Ml K.ii nuakai.iii leiemd 

miniMeiial ... tli.ir be 

«(>uUl iiol le.tis' liiv.iiidi'int .is ihi' 
V>.seiii 1 *.lv was 01 session; .1 i.om* 
t*\« ns<* oiiU’esl. loi ihe eoiul.ive 11 .is 

held on .1 Snndav .\s ir liirni d onl. 
ihe .Ilians ami piiHoidinkix o| ihe 
eokwi.ivv vie'iv shiewilU managed 

A I (he loiul.iie the soul her n ( Ms 
h.oe tailed (or the eM ihlisli 
i^eid ol a pl.iltoMd I01 Ihe stales i«i 
laeklerhi’d eoiniinm pioMi Mis ||u*v 
hate sindi'oisit sieeied t ie.u al anv 
detisioii 1h.1i i.oi he umsliiieil as 
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Cherry Insiani 

No ;\o lu's. |usl .i mi|ht shifu* .. 


Shine 

instdntly. 


^i5/A.NT 


«veA vaguely '*poUiicaJ.'* It ie mperb should have p ew sn to enact lews in word nate s bw else (be more edv* 

snetegy egein. The CMs i|rplied the State list end Coneurrent List aaced scetes so that their profross 

their mindi lo the formuJaaon ol (v^ieo states are the first to lagisUte was not iaapedad. Taxes under Arti- 
sound adnlolscrativc snd lefitleilve on the subject) without the need to 269 of (be CoDsdtutioB should be 
prlndplei. che most important of get the Pr^d4tot*s assent. levied whh a view to prodding sub- 

which was the drastic changes de- That die council ch ose to hi^iligbt stancial additional resources to the 
nianded in the centre-scate reletions. che need to reorient Article 2 w and atatet. The CMs were also critical of 

The irraprassibie actor in NTR com- 2S7 of the Constitution vindicates the revi^ overdraft restrictions 

palled him to make an emotiooal ^eir claim that it is not a plot being which put the sutes that had ^ec- 

jssue of che conclave which be. de- hatched by Doa-Coagress([> CMi. tiv^ managed its finances at e 

scribed as "s meeting of brothers.” A These two srtkias have traditiMsUy disadvantage. It was o;^ed that 
noteworthy aspect of the CMs'meec been the here noire of CMs all over the debt burden of the states could 

was che total avoidance of rhetoric, the country. Article 256 and 257 be reduced by decreasing the loan 

cliches and high-sounding and ponul- empow» ”lbe union executive re component of central assistance. The 

ist axhorueions. Instead* the CMs issue directives to the slate govern- pricM of agricultural produce should 

meticulously threw up concrete, ments to ensure that che latter vtap- ^ fiated by the state government in 

tangible, precise and practical sug- ly with and do not impede or pre- consultation with fanners' organise 
gestiont. judice the laws of the uomb or the tions. the CMs said. 

The most important offshoot of the union executive in the exercise of its The council of CMs today have 
conclave is che formation of a council authohty.” femr membm. Its doors have been 

of southern CMs intended to prom' The Rajamannar Committee insti- thrown open to the CMs of all the 
oti the concept of ”cooperative cutad by fonner Tamil Nadu chief siataa so as to ultimately establish a 

federalism.” The CMs reiterated minister.MrM.Karunanidhiin 1969, national forum for mutual under 

that the purpose of the conclave was that studied the "kind of rela- standing. Non-Cwiaress(I) CMi, like 

.purely to chalk out a common tionship chat should subsist between Mr jyoti Basu of west Bengal and 

memorandum before the Eighth Fi- centre and state* points out that FaroM Abdullah of Jammu and 

nance Commission and that tne sum* *chere is further provision for visile- Kashmir, are likely to be immediate 

mit was not a camouflage for "gang* tion of grave consequences on a state entrants. Secretly, all the CMs, even 

ingup” against the centra Animpor for faimra to carry out such direc- the Confreis(l) ones, would like to 

tant recommendation of the council tives. Article 265 entitles the powers associated with this councij which 
is that the centre should appoint a of the state governosent concerned, is strivini to pave the way for an 

fiscal commission with adequate rep There was no provision in the draft easier and efcicieni style of state 

resentationfor the states and confer- Constitution for securing compUance administration, 

ring statutory powers to review can- with directives issued under Ankle *Oanpl« hant on attributing politic- 

tre-etate fiscal relations in the light 2S€ and 257. It was only at a later x al motives to the meeting of the 

of the experience of the past 35 stage that Article 365 was inserted in noa-Coogresi(l) CMs have oues- 

years. It was suggested that the com- the Constitution. Article 365 high* tioned the prudence of the CMs in 

mittee should recommend enact- lights the subordinate position of the fwmiiig ■ couficil to review certain 

mants and amendments to the Con* state.” Can one charge the Ramas for administrative and economic norms 

stitution for a more equitable dis- jointly takii^ up these issues? which fall under the jurisdiction of 

tribution ol resources between tha The ll-poini consensusoo centre- the National Develocmeni Council 
centre and the stale. The CMs state financial relations urgn the (NDC) or the ^nal Councils (ZC) of 

pointed out a gamut of constitutional transfer of a bulk of financial re- CMs and tha Planning (^ou^simn. 

provisions that could begin with a sources to the states on a statutory These detractors point out that the 

re examination of administrative basis and not on a discretionary basis forum is a move toward duplication 

raiulations under Article 256 and asisin vogue. Urging a change in the of functions. But the soutbara CMs 

257 of the Constitution and legisla* existing Cadgil formula for Central are of the view that the exiiiing 

tive powers including redrafting of plan allocation, the CMs* council has councils are practically speaking, 

che Seventh Schedule to the Con suggested the devolution of re* *central ageaciai” that do not pro¬ 
stitution. sources in such a manner chat these vide lufficirat avenues ftw the states 

The CMs mooted that legislatures transfan should not only help back- co ventilate their points of view. Says 


The four southern CMs pose for a phoiograph (froa iefr ro n$hi)fondkh«rry CM Ftmoehoadron, Tamil Hadu's MGK 
Komataka 'sjtamakrishna Hegtis aod Aodhra^ fUR: challeage to the cootrof 







Mr Ha^de, “Tha NDC hardly maars 
and ti it does it U pradominantly a 
central forum where states do not 
pet adequate opportunity to express 
their views. What tha CMs have said 
have hardly served anv purpose. As 
ioi tha ZCs, ihev meet only at the 
convenience of the union home 
minister.'’ Though technically the 
ZCs arc empowered to make recom- 
m^nditions on of import* 

ance such as border disputes, linguis¬ 
tic minorities aruJ distribution of 
inter state river.yraiai^ the ZCs have 
so tar bean relegated to enunciate 
mere formalities thgt are of no un- 

C orr, Thou^ the central government 
as passed several resolutions to 
reaciivate the ZCs nothing has ever 
been done to set them going again. 
At the same time it must be point^ 
out (hat neither have the CMs shown 
any ininative in making the ZCs a 
worthwhile body. If they had, the 
centre would not have been pestered 
to keep interfering in inter-state dis* 
pures The CMs have, however, 
found the presence of the union 
home minister stultifying. On sc rut i* 
n I sing the issue.s rai.ted at rhe con* 
clave, une cun perceive trends of a 
•Ventre vs.state" stand. This is more 
in evidence than an emphnns on a 
state to'^taie relationship. Hardly 
uny mention is made uf some very 
important interstate problems and 
issues It IS strategic for the council 
to have adopted m this foius an 


omnibus attempt to tackle state to 
st ate as well as centre state relations 
or to solely thrash out interstate 
problems which coeld have entailed 
decisions of divergence threatening 
the very foundation of a united coun¬ 
cil. The southern CMs' meeting 
would then have culminated in a 
wrangling of the Ramas. The domi¬ 
nance of the centre is an alharrosv 
weiring down all (he states U is 
possiMe to arrive at a consensus if 
the subject under scrutiny is centre* 
state relations. And unitv is vital to 
sustain the tempo of the movemenT. 
This IS why issues like the sliaring of 
river waters and power or movement 
of foodgrains were studiously 
eschewed In this context it is signifi* 
cant that the council did not press 
for the activisaiion of Article 263 of 
the Consfiiutwn, 

As the consensus of the conclave 
was restricted to administrative and 
economic matters, the centre cannot 
cavil at the CMs' intention. This in 
more so when the NDC and ZC have 
not been functioning satisfactorilv 
As for the Hanning Commitsion. iis 
rule was put in perspective wav back 
m 1969 by Dr Subbu Kao who. while 
delivering the Ul Bahadur Shasiri 
memorial lecture vtaied -The Plan 
ning Cnmmissiun conbiituied in In* 
dia functioned in violation of the 
prmicionv of the Consiituiion. That 
IS possible becauve the panv was in 
power III the centre and the states It 


had grown in prestige by its intimate 
connection with important cabinet 
minis^rs of the centre and by its 
control of the nation's a^onomv. 
Over the years it has developed into 
a super cabinet...the centre through 
(be Planning Commission contrulled 
not only the stare sector uf the plan 
but also their implementation." 

It is too earlv to sav whether the 
southern CMs will achieve anything 
tangible ultimately. But credit giK*s 
to them for the concretisation of a 
concept. One fervently hopes that 
the four CMs will purposefully re 
main above the rut of panv’ and 
parochial considerations to protect 
(he council frum furling uut. The 
only way they can nurture this his¬ 
toric movement so that it results in 
the flowering of “cooperalive feder 
alism" in the country is bv a constant 
display of dynamism, intelligence 
and unitv. In this context it is 
hearteniiig to observe ihat the DMK 
chief fflioister of Pundicheuv and 
the AIADMK chief minister of I'amil 
Nadu have displayed unique solidar¬ 
ity. As Raraakrishna Hegde saw. “It 
15 not a conspiracy against anvone." 
At the saihe time he himself con* 
cedes “If the southern come 
together ng force can shake ihem ** 
The whule naiion is keenly watching 
the snrnng of a movemeni in the 
south Ramas of the Deccan urure, 
you haw nothing to lose but the 
aprnnstrmgs. 


‘Southern CMs’ forum is no 
^ challenge to the centre’ 

Sunday asked some national leaders of the ruling parly as well as Ihe opposition for their views on the 
formation of the council of soolhern chief mirusiers and ihe Sarkana commission. Their reolies 


C-M. Stephen IgerseTaktidrreiary, All 
India CongretUk Committee-I): If you 
ask me ubnur my reach on to the 
meeting of the four chief minisiers in 
Bangalore, I would sav that /jf/ma 
hae there is nothing in it. It is lust 
four chief ministers meeting and 
discussing what they consider to be 
their common problems. Taken in 
isolation, it is nol a major event ro 
get excited about or tn take note of 
because it was an intormal thing 
But looking at it e little more 
t^losely, certain questions arise, 
which rhfise chief ministers ainne 
can explain, if they wanted to dis¬ 
cuss their common problems, ihen 
there already exists a runal council, 
which was sei up under the States' 
Rewganisatioft Act, There are five 
such aonal councils, the southern 
council is one of them. So. they could 
have asked the central gwernnent 
to call a meeting of the louthern 
ipflil couBCil. That was the constiiu* 
tionil fonan available to them, 



Srrphen : ‘71ie /brwatMft is disrancing 
from rhe centre* 


Again, if there is a c«ntTe*slate 
conflict or a con flic I hetwevn twu 
staCvN. or A group of Mates and the 
centre, there is a constitutiimaJ pru 
visUni for the convening of an inter* 
sta^e louncil. So, apari from the 
sonal councils, there ii vet aunt her 
constituiiundl forum winch could lie 
available to these bnii chief mtius. 
ters 

Whv rtid thex lesuii u jhis meei* 
mg' Whdi was rhe n.ituie ol the 
conference they called*' If was nut 
mean I fii be a mm-LonuieWl) moot* 
ing If It were so. then the Keral.i 
chtef minisiet. Mi K.iiouak.n.in 
w<add rwit liaKv Ine-* ;»uiu'd UU'V 

invitc-d him. It ivanoi .u ui.niei ilnit 

kipair III 
iipposed 


U 

he did uni feel ii fit i. 
such j mei line It 

to be .1 l: Ul ( otU tc-iV f' 

than tht ti frt niui 
Bengal I ,i .iv< .no t, 
Tfipuiv hi * , 

Thev w; f, 1^1 'f* d Si 
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minJttm of the oorth aod cbe roti 
end included the CoosreMd) cbi^ 
miiustcr of the south. Tdus. we hove 
to preMune that it is not « non* 
CoDgrenfl) meet. 

It ia rwt • meeting of the states 
versus the centre either. Had it been 
so, then they should have invited ejl 
the irttea. All this pomis to <m« 
thing—the attempt was to call 
togetner a meeting of the chief 
nJniatars on a ragionai basis, outstde 
the fonun of the Constitution and 
the law. And they said that they 
would keep e *‘respecieble distencc** 
from the centre. So. it was a ganging* 
up of the states of a pankiJar re¬ 
gion, with a clear dMlaration of 
wanting to keep a '^respectabitf dU* 
tance irom the centre.^ 

The dear meaning of this post 
ulate ia regional combination and 
distancing away from the centre. In 
plain words, it is a thrust for disin* 
tegration. a thrust against the adini* 
niitrative unity and the constitution* 
al integrity of the country. 

Going into the question of centre* 
state rmaiiorts. Mrs Gandhi has indi* 
cared that there is nothing new in 
thair demands. We believe in cbang* 
ing the relations between the centre 
end the states in accordance with the 
changes in the situation. The Serfcar- 
ia commission has been set up with 
this in view. 


K.P. llnnlkrfshnan and aenenl 
secretary of the Coiifress>S): The 
appointment of Justice Serkaria as a 
onS'nian commission to examine the 
question of centre-state releuons 
within the “exiicing constitutional 
framework” announcad by the Prime 
Minister tn both houses of Parlia 
ment. is a highly inadequate re* 
sponse to a conatiiutiooal situation 
which can escalate into a crisis at 
any tlma. 

the existing constitutional 
framework and provisions are highly 
unsatisfictonr. It is not only the 
AlADMK*DmC movements in Tamil 
Nadu or the CPKM) in West Bengal, 
and Ahaiis in Punjab who are de¬ 
manding a restructuring of the union 
and stated relations, a Urge number 
of objective observers of the Indian 
scene want such a reappraisal, and 
that requires a close look at the 
Consilmtion and ^ problems in 
general, by a distinguisned panel of 
jwsts, oconomiiis, hiscodans. etc. 
This will undoubtedly turn our Con* 
rilutions into a foderu iastrumeat so 
that our unity and integrity can be 
ensured. 

The recent fomation of the coun¬ 
cil of the chief ministers of the 
southern siaceo Is a reflection of the 
need to have a closer look on union- 
state relations. The very fact that 
three chief ministers of the populous 
southern sratoi found it oecassery to 
have a cogsmoe lonim or a pressuro 
lobby, ia lAdkailvo of the highly 
complex mi&ner In which the uiuon- 
itato rolaclons have dovoleped la 



rocent years. It has also been further 
aggravated by the attitude of the 
vMigressfl) to charge any regio^ 
party or force with secessionitt ten¬ 
dencies 

Subremanlam Swamy (MP. Janata 
Party): When the three non-Congress 
chief ministers of the southern states 
agreed to consult together and 
formulate joint action in manors 
concerning centre*state relations, 
there was consternation in some cir¬ 
cles. The Congressd) functionaries 
promptly denounced it as a seces¬ 
sionist-prone move. Others came to 
the support of the idea of a *soutbem 
council.’ The three chief ministers, 
however, neither constituted a seces* 
sionist threat as the critics said oor a 
viable regional bargaining front as 
the supporters claimed. 

In the first place, the CMs of 
Karnataka. Andhra and Tamil Nadu 
cannot constitute a "southern coun¬ 
cil” because Kerala is excluded, ft 
cannot be an anti-Congress(l) force 
because MGR, when ine chips are 
down, will not chaUenge Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi... as long as she is the Prime 
Minister. This is because he is quite 
vulnerable to the s^yong-arm tactics 
of the centre. 

Mrs Gandhi reacted wtrb speed 
(or panic?) but without wisdom. 
What was the need for her to set up a 
commission to review centre-state 
relatiosu? The terms of reference of 
the coflUBtssioa emasculates it. The 
commission is to function within the 
framework of the preseoi Constitu¬ 
tion and not beyond the economic 
Jurisdiction of the finance commis¬ 
sion. 

There was no need fm a new 
commission. What was necessary was 
to study tsra reporu alraady aritb the 
gevartunent—wajaniannat commit* 
lae report on suta autonomy pro- 
pared whan the DMK svns in power 
in Timll Nedu. and the Aa^ Habta 


commictee report on paochayar ntj 
ustituTioai mpared wban tbe Jana¬ 
ta was at the centre. The cener^ 
government needs to study the sug¬ 
gestions for devolution of econMUc 
power, contained in these reporu 
without disturbing the political 
structure goveming centre-stale re¬ 
lations. 

H.N. Bahugana (MP and jmildeBtof 
the Democratic Sodaflit Pony): 
Though 1 have every confidence that 
the chief ministers of Andhra 
Pradesh. Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 
are wedded to the unity and integri¬ 
ty of India, as much as anyone elite, I 
have not b^n able to understand the 
purpose I hey have served by holding 
such a conference. In fact, my fears 
are that Mrs Indira Gandhi will use it 
as a stick to arouse the emotions of 
every Indian vdth a view to frighten¬ 
ing him with all possible and imagin¬ 
ary repercussions which such meet¬ 
ings may produce or are capable of. 
producing. 

I think the commission beaded by 
Justice Serkaria will nor be able to 
suggest the desired directions in 
view of its limited scope. It may nut 
inspire all-round confioence 

Chandrajit Vi dav (MP and preei* 
dent of Ibe Janw^ Partvli The 
Assam agitation, the Punjab agita- 
iion, the emergence of the Tefugu 
Desam and the southern chief minis¬ 
ters* council, are all symptoms of the 
aggravating problems In India, none 
01 which can be looked at in isola¬ 
tion. The source of the emergence of 
these agitetions and the demands 
are the same. After three-and*a-half 
decades of our independence, cer¬ 
tain factors have emerged. The socio¬ 
economic structure, the administra¬ 
tive setup and even the parliamen¬ 
tary and political institutions re- 
ouire serious review. For example, in 
tne questiun uf cent re-state rela¬ 
tions. a review is overdue. 

I think the formation of the south¬ 
ern chief ministers* council should 
not alarm anybody, because all the 
four chief ministers who attended 
the conference belong to opposition 

E arties. It is but natural for them to 
ave raised thla question. Anvhow, 
they had been raising it individually 
in the past. For example, both the 
Anna DMK and the DMK had stood 
for this in the past as well; the only 
new element is that now they have 
taken a joint move. 

Nobody should read a meaning 
into it as if it is a south-south ques¬ 
tion or a secessionist move. But the 
political aspect of ri cannot be com¬ 
pletely ruled out. This has become a 
style of functioning of our political 
parties. In my opinion, it would have 
been better if the southern chief 
ministers would heve also associated 
with this move, the chief ministers of 
West Bengal, Tripura and Jammu 
and Kashmir. Bui they did 

invite the Kerala chief minister, 
which he declined to accept. 
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Toys that care. 
Because care 




Open up a wbola new world of Imagination for yoor child. A world of waimtb and 

love. Of caring and aharlng. Of playing and learning. Of growing and devaloptng. A worid of fuD« 
laughter and happiness. 

Thnl'a the promise of Leo. Toys of a kliKl never 
before avellable In India. Toys that are designed to delight. 

amuse, yet educate your child . cater to bis creative needs. ^ Brought to you by 
Attractive, sturdy, yet safe to play with. In an ever growing Qlj-kva/ Dl ^ I 

range — pre-school, educational, action, puaales ano games. ^^|OIL/W I lA^l LiCI* 

Leo Toys. Ibey coold hecoaie your child’s beef * P ^ siis sc«tay 4 M(ks 
friends. Today. ^ 
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Say it with Amul 


A variety of milk chocolates from the home of milk 



MILK CHOCOLATES 
a .someone yon kjve 






















A festival in Berlin 


In an exclusive despatch from Berlin. SWAP AN KUMAR GHOSH reports 

on the 33rd International film festival. 



B erJm was cold. bu( alive on 
IS Kehr’jary. rhe day (Ke 
33rd jntarnauunal Him f«s* 
(ival opened with the' inim¬ 
itable Dustin llorfman* 
starter. TuortJf' And over the neii 
U days (here was enou^ tp justify 
festival director Monts ue lladein't 
iiatm that this was. hy alt accounts, 
"(he best supplied feitivak” that Ber 
lin had ever staged There was. 
however, (he usual uuota of dis¬ 
appointments; three films had been 
withdrawn at the hist momeni'— 
Mr Inal KhuriJ. (he l:as( Oer< 
man Sif>p<>vef and Soph/ig'i chuUt 
from (he USA. It wai later cUrified 
that (he festival authoritiei were not 
responsible for at least iwn of the 
witndrawah. The producer of KUarif 
had shifted (he film to Cannes. Srup 
over had come under heavy rahticaJ 
pressure from Poland (the film de¬ 
picted a Pole as an international 
spy I. As for .^phie's choice, no one 
seamed to have any idea whv it was 
removed from (he programme. 


There were 24 feature and IS short 
films in (his section, representing 
very diverse styles and concepts of 
filmmaking. The nine-member inter¬ 
national jury fur this section was 
headed by the famoiu French ac¬ 
tress-director. Jean Moreau. 

Apart from the awnrd-winning 
films (see Poxh-^ince again, there 


StiU$ from.'frightfLove camp; (eboetf 
place, your ptoce or rtgbt here; 

f beiow rigArf Chokh. (Betow 

iefi> Vtrich Cregor. Forvm dimror of 
Forum of Yoviyg Cineaa intrcNfucing 
Chokrobony to W. Germsn ftvsidenr 
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a amons ikw Jury mem* 

bars ovir ihe salectiun of the GoJdaa 
Baar utd Silver Star award win* 
other entries aroused con- 
aidtrable interest. The first, Mar* 

S retha von Troita's A labour ci 
re. revealed the fdDjnaJter'i in* 
credible control over the craft ai she 
attempted to explore the lives of two 
women who represented two diamet* 
ricallv opposite worlds. Somehow, 
this film did not find favour with 
German audiences, and when Troica 
appeared on siafe after the screen' 
if^. she was greeted by a round of 
booing. Nor did French novelist 
Alain Robbe-Ch Mat’s The beeui/fuJ 
caprire go down very well In Berlin 
despite the fact that ii, and Alain 
Tanner's M the trh/te city, had been 
hiahly acclaimed by western critics. 

However, the Danish entry, Mo^ 
ten Arnfred's Land of p/entvi did 
earn the respect that it deserved. 
Shot, by and large, against a quite 
landscape, the film was remarkable 
in its aimpljstic treaimeni; it ex* 

f klored the ditemma of the Danish 
armers who are facing a severe 
financial irniis in the Hijhtjes. Hx* 
iled filmmaker Sohrab Shahid Sa- 
less* f/rop/d 1 West Germanyi, chough 
polite in its appruach, was certainly 
an original view of the ’ideal life* 
KinalJy. Daniel Schm'd’s Hecate 
(France) concentrated on the erotic* 
ism in a relationship between an 
ambassador and his misiresa. 

tnfowMtton ••ctioa 

The acteni was on surveys of film 
produciion in different enumnes. 

r irticularJy France and Brasil. The 
ranch pioneer of the modern 
documentary film. Chris Marker, 
was the star attraction of this sec* 
tlort. His latest film. SWeis, re¬ 
ceived a thundering applause after 
the screening. A brlTllant cine-poem. 
Surt/es,s used lyrical passages to 
make a scathing evaluation of social 
davelopaeni over the last 20 years. 


Soth Mnd; inpf batuna: radore iefn 
Has anybody seen ny pants; rrighr) 
Confessions of a blue osom sisr, 
rba/ow rig/itf War and 
peace. (BeJetr/efti Stiter Beirwinring 
actress Jewgeftije C/uschenJra wirA co 
star ia Love by requeai 



-.‘'jh-po//er€d drr/e 
■d 5 sinti of style 
>eed a man 
success 


Modern 


Give me a park. 

Give me a bench. 
Give me a crossword. 



And give me the taste of toasted tobacco. 
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CHARMINAK 


Toasted taste made milder 
That's the way I like it. 
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CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUSTO HEALTH 



OiKOwr tH« teit* «d ioott*d 
ic6oeco •n|oy«d by miTllent lh» world 
owor. Now modo mildor or>d eopfurod 
} tor your •mefcln^ plooiuro in 
Oiormtnor Plltor. 

CHARMINAR, 










Stills froiH: Kr9Vtser's Uebe *80 
(Bbc^) snd Hubert FrBnk’s C^iberiAe 
Clieri« (riihlK both tbe Wert Ctfmtn 
films were ateiketed by Seorpto films 
at the market section of the She 
intemetioaet festiral 


Was and peace (West Germany) 
Lnother big draw. Directed by 
Kluge, Stephen Aust, Heinrich Boll 
and Volker Scholondrofl (they work* 
ed together for rhe third time), the 
film was structured around a current 
politkal issue: rhe threat of war in 
the lace of nuclear proliferation. 
Using (he German perspective and a 
mixture of fnotage from documentar¬ 
ies and feature films, the directors 
explored the Jong history of war in 
Germany. 

Marliac fcrtott _ 

There were no less chan 20 stalls in 
this section, and almost half of them 
were peddling a new brand of West 
German films—some well made, 
some unpretentious, but almost all 
laced with a surfeit of sax. 

It was abundantly clear that Cer* 
man cinema is In the throes of a 
severe crisis. And rhe crisis is not of 
ideas alona. “Sex films are the only 
prof it. making films which we can 

C roduce with limited resources m 
ermany today," said Wolfram 
Skowronnek, business advisor to the 
renowned film distribution com¬ 
pany. Filmverlag der Autoren. "It is 
on sex films that, more or less, the 
German film disirlbution companies 
are surviving. In a way. the profit 
tkat we make on these films helps us 
to release a few 'good’ films in the 
country and abroad.** Hotvever, in 
the categon of 'good’ films, there 
were very few. 

Fur instance, Repa Film was sell¬ 
ing an assortment of Alois Brum* 
mer's soft-porns—My place, your 
place or rif^t here, a film about "a 
sweet little community nestled in the 
Alps...loaded and exploding with 
pretty young girls who will no any¬ 
thing. repeat anything, to get their 
fingers on the gold...Handsome 

E oung men exhausted from battles in 
edrooms and haylofts but eager to 
try again;" There's no see like snpw 
sex. a film on "fun and games in the 
land of till mountains and stacked 
ladies;" and Hew sweet is her valley. 
a film on Heidi, “a sweet, sexy young 
thing front the country who is con* 
fronted with the nakM truth..." 

Scorpio Films had another Brum* 
mer title—Has anybody seen my 


Yomma Clww _ 

Started as a parallel entity, the 
International Forum of Young Cine* 
raa thrives on its director Virich 
Gregor’s enthusiasm and foresight. 

The forum's objective is to prom¬ 
ote small-budgei. qualinr films and 
new filmmakers trom different parts 
of the world. This year's selection 
resulted in exciting discoveries end 
experiments. Pier Peolo Pasolini's 
L* nbia (Tbe rage) produced some 
briJIiani visuals. Ashes and ambers, 
by an underground American film- 
maker, depicted the plight of a black 
Vietnam veteran, there were as 
many as seven German entries and 
the most impreasive among these 
was Tankrdtf Dorse’s Strange Mxira— 
a smdy of the heckward conditions 
in a German village. Utpaleedu 
Chakraborty's CboJrh was yet 
another entry. Forum director Gre* 

K r described it as a "powaiful film 
n India...a tei^ critkal film 
about the ceeAkt mseween rich and 
poor.* And finally, Chokb was 
awarded the jury priae by che*Orgi« 
CainoUqtM IntemeHonale 
pour U Cinema et I'Audio Visual 


peers, the story of a Texes fanner 
who "parachutes into the inns of a 
beautiful country girl who (in turn) 
shows him the way of love..." Scorpio 
had other interesting films as well: 
Hubert Prank's Carhenne Chene.'Le 
Parra's orgiastic My mghts with 
Susan, Olya, Julie, Albert, Piet ead 
Sendra; Relln’s Love under if; and 
Krausscr's Uebe ‘SO. 

Chanders (of Berlin) were promot¬ 
ing Anden* tanrrv film. Love camp, 
and Boemer's Cerch your dreeots. 
Monopol were marketing a real 
'hard* pom, Confessions of a blue 
movie star, directed by a Polish 
filmmaker, Andrzej Kostenko. What 
surprised most film-buffs was the 
fact that none other than Roman 
Polanski himself had introduced this 
film as "a highly intellectual, visual 
docuaiencaiion." 

Four other films.atrracied atten¬ 
tion: Milonako's Erotic passion, a 
film about e woman who makes love 


to any man she can get hold of; Love 
games people play 7a Denmark, the 
story of a oian who plans to maka a 
sex comedy end win the "Golden 
Banana"—tbe annual Porno Film 
FestivaTs answer to the Oscar; 
Kumathiro's Die Frau mit dem roten 
but, a film on hemoaexuab; Cofilex 
Films* Sabina which explored the 
past of i woman who had been 
socially oftricised. 


The winners 


Golden Bear (Grand Prix *63); 
Edward Bennet’s Ascendancy 
(Great Britain) and Mario Camus' 
La Colmena (The beehive— 
bpaw). 

Silver Beer (for best director): 
Eric Rohmer for his Pauline a la 
plage (Pauline at the beach— 
Prance). 


Silver Beer: Erden Kiral’s Halt- 
karide bir eievsfm (A season In 
Kekkari-Turkey). 


SIver Beer (for best actreu): 
Jewgemje Gluschenko for h^ 
perfonoance in VlubieB po sob- 
srvennoau setanij (Love by re- 

S uest—USSR). 

liver Beer (for best actor): Bnice 
Dcm for his performanea in Thar 
championship season (USA). 
Silver Beer (for ouisuedieg sing¬ 
le achievement). Xever Scewar- 
senberger for his film, Der stiDe 
osean (The silent ocean—*Au* 










Mahatma Gandhi: 

The path to 
non-cooperation 

Aqainst the background of the turbulent decades before independence. MADHU 
LIMAYE traces Mahatma Gar)dhi's political and personal journey from being a loyal 
supporter of the British ray to its most implacable opponent. In this, the first of a five-part 
article, covering the years 1919 to 1925. Mahatma Gandhi is shown moving away from 
his early stand of cooperation with the British to the launching of the 

civil disobedience movement. 



N inHecn hundred urid nine* termination of the war A new force 
tc^en wan a twilight year in whs slowly coming to birth, and the 
(he history of lndo<British mood was one of eapectaiion. 

relations It was a year uf The British rulers sought lo meet 
unrest, of upheaval Broad the popular dissatisfaction by the 
sections of Indian population were harsh Kowlati Bills which armed the 
swept into the polilical current The government with extraordinary pow* 
politkul India mobilised by Lok • ers to curb the liberty of the people. 
mjiivaTllek und Annie Beasani, and They met with universal opposition 
Miihnminadali Jiriniili. through hi» in (he Imperial Legislative Council 
champmnship uf Hindu Muslim um and outside' Men like Jinnah res* 
IV. was (lemundiiig implemenraiion igned from the Council in protest 
ol rhe promise in (he Montagu dec* against the Bills. Candhiji now put 
Juidtjon on responsible govvniment. himself at the head of the new 

The Indian Muslims were extremely awakening. The Indian people in* 

(r^mthip Ol the Ahmvdutm^ «es>jon ol the fiidwn Metofoaf Congress in D^cembrr 


stinctively realised that Gandhiji 
was a different type of leader. Diffe¬ 
rent not only from Gokhale, Sriniva* 
sa Sistri and M A. Jinnah but they 
realised that he was different also 
from Lokmanya Tilak who had 
made himself, tu use Candhiji's ex* 
pressinn. the “idor of the people hy 
his fearless propagatiun of the cause 
of Swaraj 

Hartal: New weapon 


The new era was inaugurated by a 
nation-wide hartal The various cur¬ 
rents of public dissatisfaction now 
fused into a mighty, united move* 
ment. The whole of India from one 
















end CO the other, towns as well as 
viHifes. observed a complete hartal 
on 6 1919. **11 was a most* 

wonderful spectacle.** (Aurobiwe- 
pfi^, Mahatma Gatidhi. p. 349). Gan* 
dhiii wrote: 

'*We are now beginning to attract 
millions of our countrymen* 
...whether Hindus or Mohamma* 
dans, we have all gdfe the religious 
spirit in us. Let it not be under* 
mined by our playing at reheion.’* 
(The Collected Works of Manetma 
Candh^ Vol.XVl. p. 206). 
Recalling events of the pre* 
vious year Gandhiji wrote in Young 
India on 12 May, 1920: 

**11 waa in that refigious spirit that 
I came upon hartal. I wanted to 
show chat it is not knowledge of 
letters that would ^ve India con* 
sciousness uf herself, or that would 
bind the educated cugather. The 
hartal illuminated the whole of 
India as if by magic on the Oih of 
A^il, 1919/* (ibid. Vol. XVII, p. 

Ekplainine the significance of the 
hartal, he frankly told the Hunter 
Committee (which had been 
appointed to investigate the disturb* 
ances in Bombay, Delhi and Punjab, 
(heir causes and ihe measures taken 
to cope with them); 

"Hartal had a rwo>/oid purpose; 
one to .vtriJce the imagination of 
the people as aho to strike the 
imagination of the government; 
hut the second was a djscipime for 
those who have to offer drsobedi* 
ence. / had no method of under¬ 
standing the mind of India eacept 
hy some such striking thing. If I 
had simply satfsfjed myself with 
fasting. I would not have known 
how many pra.ved. The fiertal is a 
proper inaea to show how far I 


could carry my prinripfe." (Ibid. 
VoL XVI pp. 3«e-a7i 


Leaders outpaced 

The established leadership of the 
national movement was appalled by 
the new Gandhian creed. Some of 
them resisted it vigorously. When 
the Congress embraced his method 
during 1919—21. the remaining mod¬ 
erates seceded from the Congress. 
Others like Chiitaranjan Das. Lala 
L^lpat Rai, Madan Mc^an Melaviya 
finally accepted It sOmewhai reluc¬ 
tantly. Mociial Nehru was among the 
early converts. Perhaps, his son play¬ 
ed a pan in Raping his opinion. 
Gandhiji began the process of con* 
vertine the people and the Confess 
by taking over the Home Rule 
League, changing its name to Swara- 
jya Sabha, and drastically altering 
its Constituiion. Jjnnah and Jayakar. 
among others, opposed the change. 
He dismissed their opposition. These 
leaders resigned in protest. 

Why have these leaders Wi? Gan* 
dhiji asked in an article. He supplied 
the re|>]y himself. '‘The simple 
answer is that the country r« moving 
so fast that otir feeders cannot keep 
pace with it ’^Ibid, Vol. XVlil, p. 
Wi Italics added.) He. however, 
expressed the hope that when the 
leaders realised the value <i( '‘the 
strong popular current" they would 
not hesitate to join it. Some leaders 
like Jayakar and Xelkar. Chitiaran 
jan Das and Lajpai Rai did. but 
Jinnah refused to fall in line. He 
withdrew for nearly two decades, 
then, by 1940 re-emerged to avenge 
hlg previous defeat. By now he had 
hibtself become the leader of 
"another strong popular current.** 
The clash of these "two strong popu¬ 


lar currents" and their leaders led to 
the tragedy of partition. 

Among the established leaders the 
tallest was Lokmanya Tilak. Only in 
1917—IS did Montagu, the secretary 
of state for India, during his visit to 
this country, note in his diary that 
Tilak was the "biggest** and the most 
"powerful leader." In courage and 
suffering no uther leader could hold 
d candle to him- He had been tried 
and convicted twice for sedition. Yet 
Gandhiji's philosophy and his 
method of mass violation of laws did 
not appeal to him. It would nut be 
proper to say that he held that 
"everihing was fair in puhtivs," a 
saying attributed to him Gandhiji. 
He was no longer (he extremist he 
was at the turn of the century. A 
subtle change had come over TiUk’s 
thinking. He believed in the cunsti* 
lutionaf methods of agitation; he was 
prepared tu offer responsive coup* 
eraiion; and he hoped (hat the rising 
J^abour movement in Britain wuula 
help the nationalist cause. Although 
he nad not been averse in his earlier 
career to exploiting Hindu religious 
sentiments he had now become who I* 
ly ptiliTical In his approach to ihe 
question of $e1f*g(ivernment 
Me was a convinved demitcrai and 
did not hesitate to vuppi’ri the Con* 
gress League Tact in 1916. Yei a gulf 
was now opening heiwveii the "loyaJ* 
ist Gandhi" and (he "Father of Indi¬ 
an unrest" < Valentine C'hlrors de- 
Mrription of Tilaki. In his introduc* 
tion to Avaniike Gokhale’s life of 
(Undhiji, Tilak had indued given 

Q ualified support to .sarvag/.dij. But 
ilak held that Gandhiii’s method 
was appropriate for sadhus and not 
for worldly i>eopie. At the Amrit»ar 
Congress the two managed to patch 
up a compromise. Both had wanted 



Candhiji (centre! with V S. Srinivasa Sastri and S. Satyrnmuni: practising non*vioIeiH<' 
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were worth; but the Khibfat, redrew- 
111 of the Punjab’s wrongs and the 
hunjter for Swaraj were pushinjt the 
country towards a conflict with Brit 
ish povrer. In the nick of time Tilak 
dieo. That left (jandhiji the undis¬ 
puted leader of the freedom move* 
ment. Jinnah became resentful. Can 
dhiji harnessed Tilak'sereat popu 
laritv by launchmp the niuk Swaraj 
Fund and opening his great nun 
cooperatiun movement. 

But that was still a year ahead In 
19t9 despite his campaign ajuunst 
the Rowlatt Bills and his call for a 
nation wide hmiul. Gandhin had m»t 

S et resolved to challenge the mighty 
ritifh empire. The Amritsar mas 
sacres gave him a profound shock. 
But he had not turned into an enemy 
of the British Raj. He could srill 
enthusiastically supp<»rc a resolution 
offering thanks to the 1‘^mperor for 
issuing a proclamation in the **hl)«r* 
M" spirit. He demanded that the 
Omgress .session ihank (he secretary 
of state for India, bdwtii Moniagu. 
for his “hard work fnr India." Me *.till 
wanted to work the reforms. Me 
cnnimued to speak m tyrin', of nffei 
mg ciioperarion to the Kk) Me cviild 
still flescrihc hi» relatiiMiv wnh the 
Viceroy as • conhal " (Anrohrnjfr.h 
(ihy, p Me thought the rrfei 
ence in rbc Congress revtlurron lo 
the Viceroy. Chelmsford, bring -iin 
fit for his jxist," was a hit "prcm.j 
turc," (The (.‘nllevtvd IVoikv Vol 
XVI, pp, 4fi4—ft7,t But 5IS the new 
vear imfuldcd itnll ami ilio Khiljf.ii 
Uiiestton begun to dom>n.itr G.inilbi 
ii's horison. his iitiitudv timuriK thv 
Britiiih connection underwriii ;i 
radical change. 

Khilafqt issue _ 

G andhiji did not approach the 
Question of KhiUfat from <i hi«>- 
torical perspeciive. Like Indian Mus 
litn leaders. Gandhiji alsu appeurc'il 
(n be unfamiliar with the devp cm 
rents of national feeling in the Ainli 
world. Me also did nut seem to take 
notice of the strong Turkish desire to 
cast off the legacv of the OitiMn;iii 
empire and to transform then coun 
try into a national slate. He knew 
thut the Indian Muslims sverc ex¬ 
tremely agitated over the dis¬ 
memberment of the Ottoman 
empire, (he violation by the Bnttsh 
of the sedemn pledges and the im¬ 
morality of the secrei treaties and 
agreements they had signed The 
memurandiim which the Khilafat de- 
utatiun presented to the Viceroy 
ad been signed, among others, by 
Mahatma CanJhi himself. It de¬ 
clared "the pieservation of rhe Khi- 
lafttt as a ternporul no less than a 
spiritual in.stituiion*’ was noi so 
much of a pan of the IsUraic faith 
the "very essence thereof" (The 
implications of this were grave. The 
assertion was mil only destructive u( 
the common Indian nationality; it 
was a negation of even the Indian 


I 
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Mus,jm narionalKv.i Thv memoi.m 
diim omphalicaNy asserted thoi ihe 
Muslims could never agree lo any 
ih.ingv eiihvr m the tharacfer ol 
Khil.iUi 01 "dismember men I of it*, 
empiie " The dcputaiumists fuiihei 
demanded that the KlMlibi alum* 
should Ih* ih«* »s4rden of the h»)lv 
pUes. ” r/W. Vol XVI. p. 

(iandhiji's logic was verv simple 
eight crorcs of Indian ^f«4sllms weie 
our lirolhcis What cunccins "nearly 
one fniirth of the nation miisi loii 
i’vrn thv whole of India, otherwise* 
we could not call ourselves 'one 
nation,' we could not l>e a single 
bodv.” (/bid. Vol. XVI. p KMj 

Gandhiji perceived in the Khilafai 
<|Neslion u danger as well as an 
opporttmitv. The danger was an oui- 
brtMk of violence or Muslim migra 
tjon lArjrjrh This was fraught with 
frightful ton sequences. In hi.s letter 
to the Viceroy on 22 June I92f> hv 
said a.s much. There was o wnv out. 
he thought, and that was to refuse to 
be a party to the "injiisuce bv ceas 
mg to cooperate with the gnv«*m 
ment," He offered an escapo fiom 
the dire necessity of nnn- 
cooperation: he invited the Viceroy 
to lead (he agitation himst'lf. Ii is 
doubiFul whether Gandhiji scrimislv 
liefievcd that the empire’s rc^re- 
i«ntative in India csiiild go ag.iiiisi 
the high imperial policy But ho still 
claimed that he was writing as a 
"devoted well-wisher of ihs> Brjiish 
empire." and as one who enjoved "a 
certain measure" iif the Vicoiov's 
-cortfidonce • fiftid. Vol XVII. i»p 
S02-41. 


Salunk Rqj 


Mahatma Gandhi saw in rhe rham 


pioriship of I he Kbilafat cause a 
uiuc|ue Mpporiunitv nf forging Hin* 
du Muslim nnitv. llis suhsidiarv mo¬ 
tive was to channelise Muslim re 
sun (muni .iiul the Hindu desire fur 
fieedom into ihv jienreful way of a 
non ciKipei ation movumeni against 
Ihe British Rat with a view to win¬ 
ning Swoiai Within a few weeks of 
the jM*niiiiig of h>s aforesaid letter to 
(he vtceroy. Gandhiji was comjiclled 
10 start his lampmgn Irom loyal 
cooperation Gandhiji ininvd to iirga- 
nived sedition He signaled the 
ere:n change by writing to (lie Vicer* 
oy on I August 1920 and, in a drama 
tic gesture, returning Ills Kaiser-i* 
Htnd gold med.il awarded to him bv 
thv prvvtoiis Viceroy, Uiid Hurd- 
ingc. He also ruiiirned thv gold med¬ 
als he had received for his services to 
the British empire in the Zulu and 
Hoer wars. Niwv he denoumed Brit¬ 
ish rule in India as a Satanic Raj and 
gradually uncovered the wboie 
l>,inoply of his nun coupeioiion piog* 
lamme. Gandhi ii had earlier consi¬ 
dered thv demand of Chelmsford’s 
removal to he hasty. But now the 
Ibjnjah siibcommittei* nf the Con- 
gres.s. of which hv was a memlier, 
Itself demanded that the Viceroy 
should be "recalled," ithid. Vol. 
XVII, p. 289). 

The British guvuinmem’s attitude 
of indulgence and admiration lie 
wards him turned to outright hostil¬ 
ity. Ill 1917. Montagu had spoken 
highly uf “the renowned Gundhi." 
He looked upon him us a "social 
reformer" dviernnned to impiovc 
the cunditions of his fellowmen Me 
descnlied him as "the real hero" of 
the South African struggle against 
riiciul iliscnminution. He indulgently 
culled him "a puie vistunary." want- 
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ing *tbe millions of Indit to leap to 
the AMistanca of the British throne.** 
(An intfian Diiry, Edwin Monugu, p. 
58). 


British scared 


The vast dimensions of the non- 
cooperation movement. invoMog 
boycott of councils and courts, un* 
nerved the British ruling class. The 
British Indian bureaucracy was 
frightened by the display of Hindu* 
Muslim unity The British rulers had 
hoped that the unity would not last 
and that its foundaion was artificial. 
They could nor conceal their unease 
while tt lasted. Now all admiration 
for Gandhiji was gone, denunciation 
took its place. Every action of Gan 
dhiji was suspect. The vilest motives 
began to be attributed to him. The 
erstwhile loyal friend wa< hereafter 
regarded as the arch enamy of the 
British empire Even British states 
men with liheral Inclinations were 
utterly exasperated with him. 

The reaction of the British to this 
unusual non violent strugglo vvas 
liesi summed by the then t^overnor 
of Bombay, Lloyd: **He gave a 
scare. Gandhi's was the mo.sr colossal 
experiment in world history, .ind it 
came within An inch of succeeding." 
Chelmsford returned to Er gland an 
embittered man He had hoped to 
rally the country around the Rv 
forms. But he failed to satisfy the 
n<iw awakened India on the issuer ot 
the Khilufat and yio Punjab wrongs. 
With ill concudleii impaiiencc he de 
nounced the non cnoperutmn prog¬ 
ramme as the "must fwlish of ell 
foolish schemes.'* (The Ciiliectvd 
Works. Vol. XIX. p. 16). 


Reading*^ reading 

Reading, the new Viceroy, could still 
write objecitvely about Gandhi.ii in 
the first year of his term. He wrote to 
Montagu: **Tl)eie is nothing striking 
about his appearance... He is direct 
and expresses himself well in excel¬ 
lent English with a fine appreciation 
of words he uses. There is no hesita* 
tion about him and there is a ring of 
sincerity in all that he utters, save 
when discussing some political gucs* 
tions." (lord Reeding, by Montgom¬ 
ery Hyde, pp. 352 S5). 

The Viceroy conceded that Gan- 
dhifi's religious views were "adniir* 
able" and ''genuinely” held. Reading 
liked him and believed that there 
were **possibilities" of cooperation 
in the future. He was to be progres¬ 
sively disillusioned. His first ^ar in 
office saw the full impact of the new 
movement. In his letter to the Prime 
Minister written in May 1922 Read¬ 
ing acknowledged the increase in 
Gandhi's influence. He was of the 
opinion that this was very largely a 
conscouence of what the Indians 
regarded as his "saintly character 
and his life." Reading was particu¬ 
larly impressed by the hold he had 
aeguirea over (he Muslim mitwi. Ha 


"Moreover be had made a bridge 
between the Hindu and the 
Mohammedan and from the poli¬ 
tical side that becaoie of great 
imponance. The Punjab di-Murb- 
ances and Amritsar gave him a 
great opportunity in 1919. he 
seized hold of the Mohammedan 
discontent for che purpose of 
making a combined movement 
in favour of Swaraj. Thus his 
power grew, but dually he had 
to meei all (he difficulties of a 
political combination of this 
character'* (ibid, pp 375'76i 
Reading avoided arresting Can- 
dhiji. Kis "kid ri^ve” ireatmeiit of 
Gandhi's movement evoked opposi¬ 
tion amongst ihe hack wood smun. 
The pressure fur action grew: l.iwk-ss 
repression * was unleashed against 
thenon-c<M»peraiionisis. Bui Reading 
stayed his hand with respect to Can 
dhi. The bureaucracy w<»s up in arms 
against the Viceroy's f.iihire to lake 
action against Gandhi Tei Bahadui 
Sapriu the then law memtK.*r. wai ned 
the home member agamsi precipi 
rate act ion: 

''During (he last tweK*' months 
or so bih I III I uc nee has extended 
over a much larger aiva than 
perhaps we can realise He is 
nut a mere poliiician in the 
Ilf the mosses. He has all the 
NAnititv uf a holv man attachc'd 
lo him. and theioin lies, to my 
mind, the secret of his hold and 
uls(» the danger of it." 


Chauri Chaura setback 


rile outbreak of violence at ( hauri 
Chaura shiHfk Gnndhiji's faiih in ihe 
weparetiness of ihe masNes for col¬ 
ei IIV e nun-V lolcnce 1 h c Mop lah 
frenzy and C'hauri Chaura violence 
were sympinmalic uf (he fact ihal 
(he practice of mass non-violence 
rcHiuired <> discipline and naming 
which had nut yet been achieved hv 
the Indian iienple. They did nm come 
op ii> Gandhian siaiidards. Therefoie 
<;andhiji thought i( fii to suspend Ihe 
movement 

His Mluvrers became dispirited. 
The Muslim lenders were angry. Ihe 
British bureaucracy was in uprmir. il 
pressed Reading to act T^e Viceiuv 
twi thuirgJit thai the moment tu 
strike had arrived. Gandhiji was 
arrested, tried fur sedition and was 
given the same heavy sentence as 
was inflicted on .Tilak. Tilak. who 
had a sneaking admiral lun fur (he 
British legal system, defended him¬ 
self. The loyalist Gandhi, now turned 
non-coopcraior. made a thundering 
statement before the couri and 
axked for the resignation of the (rial 
iudge or a maximum sentence. 

By 1924*25 India was riven by 
communal riots. The freedom move¬ 
ment seemed to be in the doldrums. 
Das and Nehru had entered the 
Councils. Gandhi 11 was out. but he 
devoted himself (o constructive 
work. 
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JAOEJA PROPERTY 


Royal persecution 



havjn(^ f:rant«d permission to Mr 
Jadeja sell land, tisin^ the clause 
of “undue ecunomic hardship** in the 
Urban Land Ceilisj^ Ace which bars 
transacrions in lajd plots bUcer 
than a particular size without tne 
go vernm<|t(fs .'peroii mon. 

More tiian MO<kiloipetres away in 
GandhinsKirr prO'Solanki forces 
stepped up their (;ountcr*cainMiKn 
to Mt Mr Jadeja out of the caoinei. 
PoJtiical mentor of Mr Solanki and 
former presidertt of'the Gujarar 
Pradesh Congrasstl) committee. Mr 
Jhmahhai Darji. threatened to eo on 
a fast if Mr Mlanki exempred Mr 
Jadeja from the Urban Larto CeiUng 
Act, Mr Mohammed Hussein Bare 
jiya, a Confreistll legislator who was 
earlier a disiideni. and is now a 
hopeful for a cabinet berth if Mr 
Solanki expends his cabinet* deman* 
ded the resiunanon of Mr Jadeja. 
The chief minister himself told a 

E arty meeiinp that he had tried tn 
elp Mr Jadeja but Mr Jadeja re* 
fused to see reason which ultimately 
led to the auctioning of his property. 
Anti*Congre$5(I/forces in the state 
were overjoyed that Mr Solanki and 
Mr Jadeja were openly emerging in a 
confrontation. “This is the best thine 


Manoharsinhji Jadeja. health minister in the Gujarat government and erstwhile prince 
of Rajkot state, is being made to pay a very heavy price for not seeing eye-to*eye 
with Gujarat CM Madhavsinh Solanki. reports TUSHAR BHATT 


I t was a sultry afternoon, with 
less than 50 people in the Maso* 
nic Hall m Rajkut. Half of those 
present were newsmen and 
photographers. There were a 
number uf income rax officials and 


only three bidders to compete for 
what would down as a unique 
property auction In post* 
independence India. A little after 
3,30 pm on 17 March, the tux tecov* 
ery inspector Mr K. Abdul Rahman, 
standing nereouslv behind a podium 
wiping his glasses repeuredly. 
announced: “VVe have all assembled 
hare to uuction the pronertv of the 
honourable minister, Mr Manohar 
ainhji Jadeja for the recovery uf tax 
arrears due to him.** 

It was a slip of t)ie tongue. The 
department wan mil auctioning the 
property of the minister, Mr M. Jadc> 

B i bur the former prince of Rajkot, 
r M. Jadeja, a distinction that 
would be too subtle and unimportant 
for most since both the former prince 
and the present minister are the 
same person. The 46*year*old Mr 
jadejn is In a very tight corner for 
his hiahilitv to pay up estate duty, 
wealth and income tax and other 
legal dues that would total between 
Rs 6.3 Ukhs and Rs one crore. He had 
not defaulted wilfully; nor had he 
denied his liabilities. But Che strknge 
quirk of fate—ably aided by dilatory 
tactics of the chief minister. Mr 
Madhavsinh Solanki. with whom Mr 


his properly was being auctioned m 
the very town that had been the seat 
of the jadejo rajput dynasty for 
more than three*and-a-half cen¬ 


turies. 

The impact of the auction that 
began on 17 March would bo wide* 
ranging for* variuiis people. The 
citixen.s of Rajkot in particular and 
of Saurashtra as a whole, who have 
consistently nursed a feeling of neg¬ 
lect in Gujarat, were annoyed that 
Mr Jadeja was being humiliated in 
this manner. **Ii is a case of sheer 
injustice prompted by political ani< 
mosity chat has led to this situation** 
was tht common refrain. Curiously, 
they did not find fault with the 
income tax department which was 
auctioning Mr Jadeja's property, but 
with the state government, esp^iaT 
ly chief minister Solanki, for not 


pariment could not hut have put up 
Mi jadeja's land and buildings for 
auction as the government did not 
budge in its stand about permiMion 
to dispose of the land tn rough an 
exemiKlon in the Land Ceiling Act. 
But the shoddy work rat in by the 
Gujarat governmeni’x land revenue 
department in the affair did under 
line the political aspect of it all. It 
gave rise to an impression char Mr 
^lanki bad delayed permission till 
the end in order to publicise the 
possibility of the auction of Mr Jade* 
ja*s property with a view to humili* 
ate him. Having done so, the govern* 
ment tried to persuade the income 
tax department to pul the auction 
off. even through the offices of chief 
secretary, Mr H.K.L. Capoor. But the 
IT HUihorities refused to oblige un¬ 
less the governmenr gave a specific 
scheme of things, such as permission 
to sell the land for tax realisation to 
Mr Jadeja. The government was not 
ready with any alternatives. The 
cleverness nf move was in the delay, 
which guaranteed its failure. 

T he average Saurashtra citizen's 
feelings were symbolised by the 
comments of the editor of PHui- 


that could have happened after the 
resignation of the veteran Saurash 
tra leader, Mr Ratubhai Adani, frum 
the CongressCIi,” said one of them. 

Technically, the income tax dc* 


chhab, Mr Harsukhbhai Sanghani. 
The significance of the comments is 
that the Rajkot daily has never been 
an admirer of Mr Jadeja, nor of 
former princes. In fact, its anti* 
princely states stand was the hall- 























mark oi its pohcias during tha fr«e> 
dom struggle. '‘Injustice has been 
done to Mr Jadeja in this case," said 
^fr Sangheni. Mr Jadeia's tragedy 
was that he had merely inherited 
roperty from his father on which 
uge tax was assessed, 

Mr Jadeja's case seemed to be that 
of a man who has to pay heavy taxes 
on a property that he inherited but 
could not sell to pay off the very 
taxes. The state officials have played 
a curious role in the affair. It appears 
that The Income tax department did 
nor want lu include the Dvrbargudh, 
which is dilapidated and occupied by 
povernmerii offices, for ouciiun but 
It was included at the suggestion of a 


top official. Later, it was deleted 
from the notice again at the behest 
of the state government. The govern¬ 
ment has bMn using the Darbargadh 
for 33 years without paying any rent 
m accordance with ao agreement 
with Mr Jadeja's father, the former 
kin^ The value of the Darbargadh 
was said to be Rs one crore but the 
state government itself refused tu 
buy up at that rate, nor vacate 
it. 

Another curious aspect of the 
jadeja affair is that having watched 
the situation to worsen for Mr Jade¬ 
ja. the state government tried tu stop 
the auction at the last moment at 
local level»~4 guaranteed way of 


predetermined failure. When about 
a week remained for the auction, the 
government despatched an official 
to tell income tax aurhuriiivs that 
they needed government permisson 
onder the Urban Land Ceiling Act to 
auction the land belonging to Mr 
Jadaja. This is a legal knot: whether 
or not the income tax can do ir. 
Undersfandably. the union luw 
ministry advised the income tax au¬ 
thorities in Cujarat to go ahead. Tha 
IT authorities at the same time took 
out a caveat in the court, urging that 
it any stay on auction was snught by 
anyb^y t including the state govern¬ 
ment) the department should be 
heard. 



Humiliations were showered 
on me continuously’ 


Manoharsinhji Jadeja tofd Sunday 


In a hikh-cviUng drawing room, 
with peijiing puwt. old furntturte 
and curtuJns missing from soma 
doors and windows, there sat Mr 
Manoharsinhji Jadojay forintr 

f rinct of Hajkot state and now 
SiiHh and civU supplies mi.lister in 
thii ^lanki ministry. On 37 March, 
a I 9 W hours bcfoi-e u port of his 
property jnd h^nd were put up for 
auction by the inanne-cut depart- 
li^iit foi’ recrivety of dues in estate 
July. wuoJth una /;jc:ime*iaxes. Mr 
,'3ue}B, ;i hius-tioedcd kshutnya, 
oulieved to be t-He 3S7th descen- 
LLiu x/i Lord Krishna, took time off 
sU sp^nk in SdiioAv about tus prob- 
.etf.s. Some excerpts: 


.’How do you feei a boor rhe 
y auction 0 / your aocwcra/ prop- 
etty? 

A: Well, in a way it is quite a 
SI range feeling. In the changed cir¬ 
cumstances one has to face the 
situation, and I have attuned my¬ 
self to it. It will be a novel experi* 
er.ce because 1 have seen tnose 


are where Mr fadeia stays wirh hit family 


days when prior to the merger luf 
Ihe princely stale) people used tn 
come in flocks to have their grie¬ 
vances redressed. Today. 1 will lie 
witnessing the property of my fore 
fathers being auctioned and, there¬ 
fore, 1 call It a novel experience. 

Q: Do you feet humHiated? 

A: The days of humiliation arc 
over. Humiliations were showered 
on me continuously propaganda 
through (he press here (in Kajkut). 
in Cujarat. probably outside Cu 
jurat too. But now I have got myself 
accustomed (0 the situation. 

0- Oo you think (he auction could 
hare been avoided? 

A: It Could have been, if it was 
(hou^t proper. 

0:bought proper by whom.’ The 
state government? 

A: Naturally. 

C> Why did the sute government 
not act uarUer than it did in the 
matter? 

A’. Well, you wUI have to ask the 
state government about it. 

S : Do you think the delay was 
ricaffy mesivated? 


A: I do not think ir will be befit¬ 
ting my status a iniiiisieri to say 
anything about thai. 

Q: 5ur luu wou>i/ nor re.Utct the 
matter aho^erher’ 

A: I will nut spcMk a wurcl iibnut 
it. 

Q: Are \'ou rhinkin^* of quitting 
the cubtrut? 

A: Nu 1 would ju>i link this issue 
wtth anything elsu This is pi'rely a 

r rsr>iialma?ter, a mailer for which 
went to seek justice on the 
grounds which 1 have stated very 
clearly. ! only feel sutisfied that 
when in 1$7C when ( fsr>t applied 
for permission I had made It clear 
that I have to pay duos and leg.il 
dues and 1 do not have any other 
means (of paying it) except by soil- 
ingeff the )»;.d. That co.uunticin of 
miod has piovtfd cs>.('vc. 

0: So, it is not a ease o* wHfUf 
default, but your injbihty to pay. 
the dues? 

A: It is no default. ( have 
accepted the liabilities cast upon 
me and I have nut v^id no to it. On 
technical grounds I may have gona 
to tribunals, but as fur at habilitlcs 
against me aru concerned I h^ve 
never denied them. 

Q: Why did you not go to a coun 
to get a stay, as some other former 
ruers have done? 

A: I do not know why ocher (ur- 
mer rulers have gone to court. But 
as far as I am concerned, 1 did not 
do it. I know the IT authorities have 
CO collect the dues from me. 

Q: What exactly are the arrears.’ 
A: The arrears of estate duty and 
wealth end income-tax are put at 
about Rs S 2 lakhs, plus a capital 
gains tax of about Rs 2S lakhs and 
some other dues. The total Uahili- 
ciei would be around Rs 90 lakhs 
according to me, though some esii- 
mates put it at about rupees one 
crore. 
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Will Mrs Gandhi hold 
a mid-term poll this year? 


A lmnsi ail opposition lead* 
Cl's arc convinced that 
Mrt Candht will in (or, 
a mid term pt>ll. Some of 
I him have even iaid 
puhlivly. Others have rfdrjijtted in 
private that ihvy arc apprehensive 
uf such an evemuolity The Bher 
iitjva .f'tnjta Party (BJPi leaders, 
for fjcampie. have already made 

t il ill) ic stuicrnencs altuui the posai- 
111 It V of <1 snap poll The petty 
presidenu Mr A. B. Vii oMyee, fore- 
i.iKi that It tv ill he held sometime 
this year Mr H. H Baliuguna of the 
Dionocraric Sociaiisi Party, other* 
wi>c lotally opposed tv all BJP 
stands, is of the seme opmien. The 
Jjiiaia Paiiy hns mil, as yet, made 
any formal staivmein on the mat* 
iej « Imt some party leaders, iricUid 
inK (he party president^ Mr C'hiin* 
diM Shekhar, ihink there may be a 
midacrni poll by the vnd of this 
ycai or l>y early next year. The 
and CPI leaders, tvihle nut 
makini4 any public stetcmeiiif. 
Iiuvu raised this question in their 
respective central iArnmiiree meet* 
dips 

Mrs Miincka (iSiiJhi i» ahMilutely 
cerram ot hci inotlirr*jn Jaw's In 
tentoni of hoJdinjt a mid*tcijn poll 
suiiietime in .(iiitc this year. She 
lold some* cuilespoiidents m Delhi 
ruccnily. "I am sure that the elec* 
iiuns are comiiip in June. I know 
Rajiv has becif tu Ametin recently 
< 111 ^ he has nlreudy appointed five 
men for each polling bnotii of bis 
comiituviicy. Rajiv would not have 
done this if elections were not due 
very soon." She added; '‘SM’Ciai 
favours are now being distributed 
to the poorer sections nf the people, 
like giving away sewing machines 
to hanjans or writing off their 
loans. These things are being done 
because the olecrions are coming." 
Mrs Maneko Candhi bad earlier 
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By BARUN SENGUPTA 


prvifirtvd ihai the mid lerm |miII 
would be held at ihe end of the 
yeJK she now kvls it will take 
place even sooner. 

Most union ministers, luiwwci, 
and senior officials I »(mke to ni 
Delhi recently, emphatically de¬ 
nied that theie wav any povsibilitv 
of a mubterm poll ,S<ime uf llieni 
urgueih Why should the PM go iii 
for a JDjd term poll iiuw^ Iri another 
two vears the sjtuaH<m in ihc south 
would be levs unfavourable to hei, 
pvilupv. because the cunonl anti* 
Mrs (l.indhr w«ivo would by then 
haie lost its ferocity. The Conures 
VD leaders ihmk that the NTH 
wave uili wither away veiv vh)ii 
and the llvgJc guvcrnmeiit oi K.ir 
iiaiaka will n<n survive long. They 
aJvo feel that Mr*i Caiidhi's |H>situ»ii 
in the Hindi heartland will nut 
change much Ix^tween now and 
198S. Nur will llu‘ major oppusiiion 
panics in that belt l>e able to come 
together in that pc*nod. S<inie Cun* 
grevsiD luadciv nave even gone so 
far av to predict that the in fighting 
among the main opposiliuo parties 
in northern India will cuhvtanliullv 
increuss' after Moiatji Utsai and 
Chaudhary Charan Singh move out 
from the politic^] scene. Thev 
urgue that the political caicers uf 
these two leaders are nearnig ihcir 
end. They are certain, thcrefoto, 
(hat Mrs Gandhi wilLnot hold a 


Mrs C§ndhi in t meeting, cpfltemp/ermg « nud>te/m poii 



general election hv/ore ,iiii{ 

some chink .die might even wait till 
ihe due date in ld8S, 

The decision on the scheduling of 
the pulls will de^Kuid, of coursu. 
unrirely on Mrs Gandhi and her son. 
Rajiv. And, obviously, ihev will nui 
opt fur a mid term pull until and 
unless 'hey aio cuiiviiU'ed. Bui jv 
ihis the case? At present her 
chances nt vicroiy m West fiangal. 
Kashmir and Pcjiinih are quite slim. 
And while in tfic absence of a 
uniUHl iippoviiiuii in the Hindi bell, 
her sh.inii's of gam tug around Cd 
per (vni of ihe seats ar»* gr>ud. the 
siiumiMii III iliv rhree inajui states 
of I'tiai Kradi.'sh, Mi id Ilya Pradesh 
and Bihar. i> nut very favuurablo 
loi her li IN not ihai there ts any 
Mgniricani .mti Mrs Gandhi wave in 
those vtaivv, but iliu common mun\ 
angei Mgaiiisi local uohticianv is 
strung and ilns may urfcci (he Con* 
gryssili’s chances 

In lh77. wlirii Mis Gandhi went 
jn for a snap pull, ibu laic Saiiuiy 
Gaiidlu hud stion.'dy advicod hor 
aganist (his move. Nut Irecause he 
(iKUJghi ihat (he CuugreKs wuuhl be 
defeated, but l>c'cause he felt that 
the "gaim* uf the bmetgenev" 
would «)e lust As il iiirncJ out Mrs 
Gandhi wns defcaled the familv 
planning prngiuminu and the unity 
(hat the uppositum displayed, com 
limed lo oriVat her. Given the fact 
(hat in fatniJ Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh. VVVsi Heng<il, Kainalaka 
and Kashmir now iJic unti-Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi tc-vling tuns'high ainuiig the 
vniers, she is unlikely tu seek n 
fresh m.indote at llus moinoni 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi has taken im the 
task of reorganising the Coiigivs- 
«(11. In i recent mei'ting of the state* 
Congrvssd I chiefs, he ncx'laicd (hat 
ihe party would form u tuu-lakh 
strung cadre witnm the nest few* 
years. He has indicated that the 

S 'arty wuuJd also take steps to en* 
orce strict discipline within ihe 
orgaiiisaTiun. Had the elections 
been imminent, would Mr Gandhi 
have taken such steps un the eve of 
a poll? Till such time as the party is 
rc*oig«mi5c'J he will not advise hi> 
noiber (u go in for a mid*tei m poll. 
The task of reoiganisution will take 
some time: the Congross(l) is not n 
cohesive urgamsution nor dues it 
have a traditinii of inner*pariy dis 
cill]me. Thus the Piime Minister 
will think many times before she 
takes (his step, which U all ihe 
mure unlikely m (he near future as 
(he results of (he last mid*term |>oll 
she held, were so disaurous. 
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Will Sarkaria panel sort out 
centre-state relations? 

Or is it yet another example of Congress(l)’s short-term management? 



kadei, Mr Rarnakrishna Hegde. the 
chief mini»ter of Karnataka, decided 
lu lake (he initiative in stirting a 
debate on ventre state reJatiuns, the 
only CongresstI) chief minister in 
the south stayed away Not only did 
Mr K. Karunakaran of Kerala ah* 
^tai*i from the Bangalore meet, he 
issued u Ntatement criticibint the 
c'luncU the nett day. This clearly 
showed the attitude cf the Congrvs* 
stfl about centre siaie ivUtioiis. But 
within ihe next few days theie was 
apparently some lethinking and the 
Prime Minister announced the set- 
(inx up of the Saikaria Commission. 
I Ac c/i'dit for the setting up of the 
Commission can certainly be shared 
by Ml Kumaknshna Itogdv, il not 
encweiy apprupiiitad by nim. 

fivigalore he$ played an important 
role ir. conteinpc.aiy his«or>—it wa» 
Ifcre that .he Congress in 1969 de* 
Ojded (0 put up Mr banjivu Reddy for 

t rssidentship. an event which 
rcugi.t In its troin the Congress 
split «:id ushered in the Indira Gan 
drii era in national pohtIvS. It was 
neo;* Bongaiore ihat Mra Gandhi had 
her political rejuvenation m 1978 
twiien she won the Chickmagalur 
byelectior.). Again, it was in banga* 
lore that the fust-ever Janata Patty 


\ew' £?elhi: The appointment of the 
Serkarie Commission to review rh« 
“entire gamut" ot centre state relu* 
tioiH lias been vet another example 
of jhurr term management which the 
Cun itresSi f) go ve i n me nr has been 
specialising in. i^rima fuck', the deci* 
Sion is weicnme. But when one goes 
into rhe heart of the announcement 
nade by the Prime Minister on 24 
Murch, iinihinK concrete is visible. 
Mrs Guiidhi had finalised orily two 
things whim she appointed the Com- 
mission One. that there has to be a 
punei going into the <|uesrion cl 
centu' aiuto rela'ions. and two. that 
it shall l>c headed by Justice K..S. 
barkari’i. a leiired Supreme Court 
Miilgv, Keyood this, norfimg else was 
derided It was annuunerd tha. .he 
ruims of rctcience and .*dJitiuAaI 
membets, if liny, would be 
:ii‘nuMnced later Tins c«rtt.in!y is 
prnoi enough of the hu.iy with wAich 
the (itinouncement was tT«ada. 

On 20 March, the chief mir.Icie.s ui 
three southern si.*.w‘S. Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh un J Tam:; Nadu and 
one ujiwA te.'riiory. Poiidichcrry, 
*i«et Bangs) vre auJ formed n 
< .uthein States' couHviI While these 
• ;ur :i.;:i«Cj;.n^ressiI) chief miniviers, 
wv the iniiianvc of the Janata'Party 


government was formed in the south. 
The Bangalore meeting of the four 
chief mmisturit tao, seems ro have 
ushered in u new phase in national 
politics—a phase where the states, 
whose powers had slowly been cur 
tailed m the past two duiade^, may 
assert thuw rights. 

.Since 1967. when for the first time 
we had diftcrent pur'ics ruling in the 
tuntre and tha states, the debate for 
the rei'iuw of certrv state ties has 

been on The Commnni-r Party 

India (Mjrx'<l) !i«1 Lvft Kfoni in 
W'ese IK'ngat wur enu ui thu first to 
voice Its viev'c. Lat**', :he Palls in 
Punjab and the National Canrerenco 
tii Ja*nmu and Kathmir ra:sed their 
voice. Nrm. many others have ]oined 
this chur.'s: tha Anna DMK, 

r«ie TeJug': ?nd the Jrmnia 

Psiiy gcvcrrinenii as well. Today, 
a*'ai'» from sotn** i-rnan terniories.fts 
many aa sii; stats t^ovurnmenis— 
West Beni:?.!, Tripura. Tamil Nadu, 
Jammu ana Kashmir, Karnaiakn and 
Andhra Pradesh —have rnn« 
G>ngre^;s(! I |'u/*#fnm.:tt8, Of these, 
the onos in W\rst Begal, T: Jpura »nd 
Tamil Nadu are i.n tlieir second >uc* 
cessivu five-year iar:n. This scenario 
ceitairdy has acted as a catalyst fer 
the scuing up of the Sarkaria panel. 

The aiiiiude of tho Congress.Tl 
towards centrc*ST3te relations is re* 
fleeted in the party's mternal poll* 
tics. Over the years, under the lead* 
ership of Mrs Indira Gandhi, the 
organisation has become centre' 
oriented. The choice of chief minis* 
ters of the states ruled by the party 
has been made from New Delhi. On 
some occasions, soon after the 1980 
Assembly electjons, the entire Con* 
gressfl) legislature Party of some 
northern states came to New Delhi to 
**elect” their new chief reinis'ers. 
The imposition of ch'ef ministers 
from the centre became a bane for 
the Congressfl) during the recent 
Andhra elections. None of the 
PCC(l)s have elected their leaders 
sitting in the state capitals. Every 
time It has been the party headqua^ 
ters in New Delhi which has nomin* 
eted the pradesh party chiefs. Such 
has been the emphasis on the deci* 
sion*making by the centre thei 
almost evety state government hap 
felt it expedient to expand its guest 
houses in New Delhi. In the case of 












$ocM sncet. (tw blucprintg of th« 
MW giMtt hoMttt h«ve been dmm 
up kaepiss in view ehe ioOux of rbe 
entire UfitUture win^ of the pert; 
in power to the cepicaJ during politic- 
ej crife$. During ihe southern elec* 
lion campaign in December'Janu^, 
and eariier too, Mri Gan<w. tine 
and again, emphaaiae^ the need for a 
strong cenire. The Congrest(l), 
therefore, has no doubt been in 
favour of the baJance being tilted 
towards the centre. 

There is no denying the fact that a 
strong centre is required for national 
unity. In the days of JawaharlaJ 
Nehru, the national leadership took 
pride in pointing out that owing to 
the voscness of the country and the 
different regional aspirations, Indi¬ 
a's strength stemmed from “unity in 
diversity." The thinking todoy is that 
if the electorate in any state has 
chosen a party other than the one m 
jHiwcr in the centre, then there is a 
threat to national unity. At the time 
of setting up the Sarkuria panel, the 
Conftresftd) has faltered in spelling 
oui its terms merely because it is 
undertaking iin unpolurable exer¬ 
cise. The Bangalore meeting called 
hy Mr RamaknNhno Hegde huv nut 
only l»een a catalyst, but also acted 
AS d ccmpelting factor tor the Sarkar 
m panel. 

task before Ju.stlce .Sarkaria. 
though initiated with the backdrop 


In the ftm immediately ahead, if 
aerioua thcnight is not given to cen* 
tre'State isaues, then the result may 
be chaos. The freedom movement 
had left behind a generation of 
national leaders. This generation of 
leaders, with a natioowidc image, is 
on ba wa 7 out, in tha absence of 
inching like the yoke of foreign 
rule to unite the masses for a nation* 
al movement. Moreover, a second 
generation M national leadership is 
yet to emerge. The national prob> 
Jems, therefore, have to be solved 
within a very short time. 

In the life ^ any nation which is 35 
years old. a phase like the one pre¬ 
sently being faced bv India is bound 
to come. Some of the strongest demiv 
cracies in the West had to undergo 
civil wars before nationalism and 
democracy could take firm root. In 
India, non violence has been the 
creed even while fighting foreign 
rulers. National prohiems, therefore, 
can certainly Iw settled across a 
conference table. But for this, while 
raking such vital steps like the set¬ 
ting up of « cofflmis.s|on to go into 
centre-slate relations, the govern¬ 
ment should take not only the 
opposition parlies into confidence, 
but come forward with more con¬ 
crete terms than what Mrr. (iandhi 
did on 24 March. 

Shubhabrata Bhattacharya 


fhicort KhaW iwith 

SaUtirAm and st>me 
Contite\\fh workyrs. _ 

Chitiorgarh diMnet. close ro the 
chief ministers consiiiucncv in¬ 
quiries made bv Si ndcv reveal that 
1 hi ee sadh vj v. w h i lo t I'uvc 11 ing w it K h 
male e*>coi*t. MuiigiUif ,1uiii. were 
accosicd bv anti-social elements 
whu. after tying Maiigilal .fain to u 
IIcH*. attempted tn ra|>i* (he 
The ixdice took then own time to 
reach the spot and even after that, 
managed to arrest only some school 
iliildren. Armed gangsters did not 
allow ihi- pidice to enter the village 
and according to some members, 
.irrns had been hoarded there. 

This issue had to be raised in the 
House for three days liefoicthe chief 
minister, Mr Shiv Charon Miiihur, 
said thot A deputy inspector general 
<il poliio from Jaipur was l>ejng 
against criminals dispatched to find out whai hap- 

The reign of criminals in the area i>ened. Bttndhs and di'niansiniiionv 
was highlighted in the Vidhan SaUha were then organised. Another insi- 
again when some members raised ance of police inefficiency which was 

the issue of the iniimidaiMm nf Jam hniught up in the Vidhan Sabha was 

sndhvix (nuns) near Siidhiilkhera in the ratw and siibsequonf murder of 

A funeral p f oce an' on cfManfu who was rApedniid kilted _ 


Does the government 
shelter dacoits? 


Jaipur: Dre.ided dacoits holding con* 
ferences in the presence of police 
officers and poUricians hit» become a 
routine affair iu Dholpur dUirict 
which borders dacoit infested areas 
of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Piiidesh. Thu newlv carved out dU- 
rrict had hit rhe headlines two vears 
Hgo with the sensational exposure of 
ricnh trade in the area. 

On Ifi March, the B.IP Ml.A, 
Raghuvir Singh Kaushal. charged in 
the Vidhan Sabha that Coiigres.s(l) 
workers including the minister of 
state for local self government, 
Pradyuman Singh and ex-minister. 
Banwartlala Sharmu. are in league 
with dacoits and criminals. Pusses* 
sion of guns has reportedly liecome a 
Status symbol In the area and guns 
ure available even on hire. Mr 
Kaushai disclosed to a stunned 
House that the dacuit, Khalil, who 
surrendeipd recently was garlanded 
by police officers and Congressfl) 
worueis including ex-MLA '•SalUtram 
and was taken in e procession 
thruuih the town. And this, when 
Khalil has been accused of killini 
two police officers. The situation 
here today ii such that law-Hbiding 
cftfi^ns rgluciani to complain 


Mnnju. a harijaa gir) in Bikaner. Her 
hudy was found near the army quar* 
tors and harijans took out a proces¬ 
sion with her body. The matter was 
raised through an adjournment mo¬ 
tion Imi the government remained as 
cailnus as ever. Irked by the govern¬ 
ment's tndiffvrencc in the incident, 
the Janata Party MUV. Devi Singh 
Hhati, came lo the Assembly with a 
placard which read ''Chief minis 
lei N daughter mass roped." Mr fihuti 
wav Nuhsequently expelled from the 
Vidhan SaUha. 


Nothin# can be more illustrative of 
the law and order situation prevail¬ 
ing in Rajasthan than screaming 
advertisement of the Western Rail* 
ways in local papers^ppealingfo ihe 
passengers to boycott gangsters who 
frequently heal uit train drivers and 
security officials and damaged 
trains The adveitisement further 
warns that the railway authorities 
might have to cancel the trains if ihe 
present situation persisted 

Milap Chand Oandia 


Mr Ram Deo Varna (CPI-M) mo¬ 
tored to Buxar on the afternoon of 1$ 
March, straight from the Assembly. 
They came back with startling facts 
about the collusion of the local admi* 
rtistration with goondas. Mr Jyotl 
Prakash hod. apparently, incurred 
the wrath of taxi-drivers and owners 
who had encroached upon a piece of 
land near (he railway station for 
parking their vehicles These taxi- 
drivers had driven out hundreds of 
rickshaw-pullers, whom Mr Prakash 
brought together A peaceful rally 
had been nrgifhtsed on ZZ February 
when (hey demanded that their 
stand should be restored to them. 
According to the committee's press 
release, the police who were in collu¬ 
sion with the taxi owners and driv 
ers, reiaiiHted with a /«trhr-charge on 
(he poor rickshaw-pullers while Jvoti 
Prakash was addressing them. Mr 
Prakiish himself received /a/hj blows 
on his head. No sooner was he re¬ 
leased from jHil >ind the issue raided 
in ihv Assembly than the police* 
gtHtndif combine in Riixoi reacted 
sharply. 

According to (hr fact-finding com¬ 
mittee’s report, a conspiriicy vnta 
hucohed in which the inspector of 
Buxar police station. A S- Thakur 
.ind another officer from Rruhampur. 
Mr R N. Rny, pluyud a dubious role. 
Jvoti IViik.ish’s daughter. Maniu. 
who was in hospiml. recovering from 
gunshot iiiiunes told the members of 
(hr fact finding team how the 
assailants had hean (oking with and 
talking lu the agent of the Rajhans 
bus service <it the Arrah hus-ntop. 
She informed the members that two 
of the a»$iiilants sat at the rear end 
of the hiis and niie of them sal in 
front and kept chat ling with rhe 
driver, once (he bus began its jour¬ 
ney. The moment the bus had cros¬ 
sed Brahampur. rhe driver brought 
the vehicle to an abrupt hair kiuI the 
(wo assailants who had liecn sitting 
at the roar end asked the pussengers 
to get down. Within miiiuie.s they 
fired frum their guns. Manju was hit 
and she fell down The assailants 
then shot bullets into Mr Prakash 
until he was dead. After this they 
walked out of the bus casually and 
withnui any fear, said the committee 
members in their report. 

The report also draws attention to 
the fact that none of (he Congress (I) 
members m Buxar cared tu come and 
lay a wrenth sm the body of Mr Jyoti 
Prakash when members from all 
other political parties paid (heir re¬ 
spect. The committee has demanded 
from the government, siein action 
against the police officials, com¬ 
pensation of rupees one Ukh to the 
bereaved family, the constitution of 
an all-party inquiry comrhission and 
rhe restoration of the stand to the 
rickshaw-pullers. The governmem, 
however, was yet to take any adton 
till (he time of going tu press. 


BIHAR 


IMo action taken on 
political murder 


Puma: Thv claims of the Rihai chief 
miPiistoi. Di Jitgannuth Mishra that 
id] IS well <111 the luw and order Inmi 
in (he st.ite. received a shuttering 
blow in the Legislative Assembly 
reccnily. The opposition memliers 
grilled the government on rhv spate 
of politKHl murders which have l^cn 
taking place with impunity. 

(Ill 18 March, the* entire uppnsition 
led bv Mr Karponri Thakiir walked 
out of the Assemhiy when the sfieak- 
er. Mr Kadh.mnndan Jhn. refused lo 
iiiimit an ailj<iurnment motion 
moved by the opposition leader, to 
Yiiscussthv bi iir,il murder nf Mr Jyoii 
IV.ikiish nf (he Cl*hM> state execu- 
iivo nt Buxar on 17 March. The 
enr.iged op|K)sition w.interi a Hpi>cial 
debate on the issue but it whs clear 
thdt the government would have a 
hard time defending itself. A call 


attention motion was pt'nding in the 
House in which a CPKMi legislator. 
Mr Kam IHhi Varma had tried unsiK 
ccssfully to drew the aitcntmn of the 
House, to (he threat which Mr .Imti 
Prakash faced The sensational man¬ 
ner in which Mr Jvoti Prakash was 
lali-r murdered in daylighi. while 
rrMvi-IJing in a bus along with his 
daughter, speaks volumes for the 
stale of Bihar's law and order In 
fact, on 18 March itself, a CPI legisla¬ 
tor. Mr Ram Deo Rai had told (he 
'lower House bow. in rhe lasr two and 
.1-half wars, more lh«in 48 workers of 
the Cl’I. along with 12 others, had 
been killed m his constituency. 

Angered by the murder of Mr Jvoti 
f*rakash. a fact-finding team consist¬ 
ing nf Mr Jabir Hussain (Yuva Jana 
(ai. Mr Canesh Shankar Vidynnhi. 
f CPI-Ml. Mr Ram.ishrav Singh end 


JogJtmarfi Mtshra. no Uw and order 



Nlrej Rey 


WEST BENGAL 


Left Front wrangles 
over panchavat polls 


CakuKa: Th« iTncninent fiancbnyei 
ekctions Jn Wist Bengal will be, on 
the one hand,a crucial rest for the 
unity and understanding among the 
Left Front partners, and on the other, 
i trial of strength, maictIy. between 
the CPI(M) and the Congress! I). ft is, 

E ^rhaos. for the first nme that rural 
en|Ul will witness a complete polar* 
iseiion of i>oIiiical forces butwevn 
these principal contenders 
The CPl^M) has already held a 
series of bilateral talhs with other 
Front constituents to reach an 
Uiciird on seat adiustmem, without 
any tangible outcome. Consetiucntly, 
the area of disagreement may widen 
il I he Front partners fail to convince 
their men at the grassroots' level 
alMiut the need to achieve unity in 
order to defeat '‘their main enemy/' 
the Congrefts(l>. 

The front loaders concede that 
this rime iheir nominees will not get 
"a walkover*' us they virtually did in 
1D7B. The fall of the Congr^ gov¬ 
ernment, both at the centre and in 
the stale, had paved the way for the 
Front's victory in the pancha.var elec¬ 
tions then. They were thus able to 
win about 37,000 out of a total hum- 
bur of about ^6.000 seats. The Con- 
gressdi received a lion's share of ihe 
remaining 19,000. 

The last time the Front partners 
had failed to reach an accord im 
about 8,000 seats. The then state 
»arcy secretary of the CPKMl and 
.eft Front chairman, the late Mr 
Fromode Dasgupta, had evolved a 
Toimulu by which 60 per cent of the 
piinchayat seats within an Assembly 
constituency were to be conceded to 
the party of the sitting MLA, while 
the remaining 40 per cent were to be 
shared by other rront partners. But 
the directive from the Alimuddin 
Street, CPI(M) stale headquarters 
did Dot find favour with the dHtrkt 
party leaders in many areas and ihe 
disputes could pot be resolved. 

After (he declaration of the pan* 
chayat poll results in 1^7$. Mr Das* 
lupia offered another formula to 
run out the differences. It was thus 
esolved that the post,of the tUla 
anshad president should go to the 
arty winning the concerned pan- 
:hayat seats, while tbe vice- 
re.sldenc was to be chosen from the 
arty |aintng tha second place. But 
His prjrKiple was flagrant (v violated 
nd in many stfU parisnadit one 
'rent consbruan^ elded by indepen* 
lenri and even Congreisnitn, came 
0 occupy both Ihe posts of president 
nd vjce>pre»dent. Since then, no 
(tempri neve been made to clear 
te (Qatrust and suspicion which 


marred lelaiiuns among the Front 
partners over panchayat mu iters 
As the largest constituent in the 
ruling Front, the CPliMj hais cljinied 
a ^ubstaniiai niimhei* of seaiN from 
which non-Left Front candidate^ 
were ret timed lusi iimv Apparently, 
the formula for seat adjuMmem U 
(luiic simple. It hat been agreed that 
Ihe seats, won by the Front partners, 
will be allotied to (he re^pcLtlvL 
parties. Asfot the lemaining 19,01M). 
the elaimv of ihe F'toni lurtners 
gaining ihe »ecofid ixjsition, will hv 
spetiully cunsiduied. However, tliv 
rise or decline bi tlie Atrvngih of (he 
respective panies will uUo luve to 
bt* taken into consideraiion. Finally, 
claims of (he CFI. the [>SF and (Ke 
$F, (he laie entrants to the From. 


will receive priority in seat all oca* 
(ion. The major From partners, 
however, are reluctant to eccomreo* 
date their claims. 

The state leadership of the diffe* 
rent Front constiruents has been 
under pressure from their respective 
district cunimiitees not to accommo¬ 
date one another's claims. Another 
hurdle m (he way of fruitful bilateral 
discussions, is the reluctance, on tbe 
pan of (he legislators of one From 
cuRstiiueni. to concede »»ears wiihiu 
his constituency to cundidutes be¬ 
longing to olhvr Front piirtnera- 
They apprehend an elusion of their 

E iiliiical piwer if nominees of other 
loiu iKirinerH get elected in their 
areas. Besides, the cun version of (lie 
irlple-mejnbvr panyhayat cunsti* 
tuencies into double-member ones 
has alMi created problem* for the 
Front partners lu reach an accord in 
vume acoas. Under (he* new systuin, 
one of the From cunstituems is ex¬ 
pected tu cede us claim “for the sake 
uf left unity.“ 

The CFI had won a Jit i!e over 1.200 
grjm panchayat and panchayat sami- 
ri ^eais by i»ni«»Ntiiig about 3.000 


Abdullah creates a stir 


Srinagar; When (h« Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir chief minisier, lir Farsniq Abdul¬ 
lah, (Ssually told some Pakistani jour¬ 
nalists during hi^ recent visit tv H,iudi 
Arabia chat if uiviied he would nut 
mind visiting the Fak-hvld territory of 
Kashmir lu take a l<»vk »i ihe prub- 
tenu facing the people on huih sides 
of ihe border, perhaps he did not 
realise that ihe remark would stir up 


Ihe leader* whom he has already 
vonsuhed arc iwv (urmer presideno> 
of "Ased Ka»hnijr*’^&ardar Ibrahim 
Klian and Khan Alxtul (Jayun Khan. 
Me ha* also, reportedly, lK*en in much 
with the leaders uf the Hehiscite 


the Plebiscite 



Abdotiah: wU! beacce/K? 

a Imncis’ nesT. Always eager to stoke 
the fires of Ka^uoir's siaios. some 
leaders have begun talking ahnui a 
new discussion. 

Meanwhile, in '‘Asad Kashmir," Mr 
K.H. Khur^ed, the president of the 

t ammu and Kashmir Liberaiioq 
cague and a very influential leader 
dunag Ayub KlUn's regime, has 
started sounding other “Ajad Kash¬ 
mir* loaders on how they might react 
if an inviiaiion to visii “Asad Kash¬ 
mir" IS sent to Dr Abdullah. Among 


Front, ihc Ulieraiion From, the Mu«- 
hm League, the Mui.iiin Conference 
end other pro-Pakisiani groups. 

borne leaders from that area, parti¬ 
cularly burdar Ihrahim Khan, Abdul 
Holiu Ansari, ihv teJdci of the Plebis¬ 
cite rront. and Mr Amanullah Khun, 
who IS C4»ntrulUng the Liberation 
Front from Birmincham. arc very 
keen on inviiing tir Abdulluh tu 
“Asad Kashmir." The latter, especial¬ 
ly. appears to warn an opportunity to 
take Dr Farovq Abdullah imo confi¬ 
dence about Maqbool Ahmed Butt, a 
founder of :h« Liberaiiun Front, who 
I* now awaiting cxccotion In Delhi's 
Tihar jail. 

Dr Abdullah, on a recent (rip to 
Saudi Arabia, was asked by a group of 
Pakistani journalists what he would 
do if he was invited to visit "Asod 
Kashmir " The chief minster said thai 
he was in favour of a free flow of 
traffic im both »idus and he would not 
mind visiting “Arad Kashmir” if he 
ever goi an invitation. 

When the journalists asked hire if 
he had any message for the leader* 
**Atad Kashmir." Dr Abdullah per¬ 
tinently wxmdered what message he 
could give tu (he “Asad Kashmir” 
leaders, since all of them were in Jal! 
It IS now Icurni that the President of 
“Asad Kashmir,” retired Major 
Cenrral Abdul Rnhaman, who re¬ 
placed Brig. Hyat Khan only last 
month, has set most of the poUiicians 
free. 

Vusiif Jumeef 


seats U»r time. The parc^was defe* 
ated by a slender margin in about 
700 seats, mustiy in Midnapcire dis* 
trict. where it had fmipht against (he 
combined strength of the Lett Frniit 
and the CongresMli. The CPI, there* 
fore, has been demanding well over 
2.000 seats as irs Icpitimare share 
which is beinii disputed by the 
CPKMI. Ill other districts like 24 
ParKanu), Nadia. Rirbhum and West 
Dinajpiir differences between the 
(WO parties are vet lo be resolved. 
Besides, relations between 

the two I'loni partners have t>een 
strained (u some extent fidliiwm^ (he 
reported “exodus of CPhM) leaders 
and wdrkei's into ihv CPI" m Bir* 
bhum and Nadia districts. The recent 
expulsion from the CPIlM), of Pakii 
M<ihamin«id. an Ml.A from ihe 
Nakashipara consuruency in Nadin 
district, and hi> subsequent decision 
to ioin the CPI with a l.irpe nnmlier 
(if his followers, has also siiK)d in the 
wav of an honest dismssiun mi seat 
adjiisimc'iit 

The Pen ward Kloe i<h> is havinit 
serious diffeieiices with the CPl(Mi 
over seat nllocaiion in 24 Par^anas. 
West Diiiajpur, Murshidabad, Midn* 
apore and .UIpaiMuri disincts. A 
lurue number nf CPUM) panchavax 
ms'iiibvi s. hdilini; from Duitnpnkur. 
Kuripnr. Chhma Jafiuli .ind other 
areas in Biiraa.li sub*ilivision of 24 
PUTAannas recently went <iver to the 
I'oiward Bloc as ii mark of proteM 
iiAainsr 'iarpescale con option in the 
C PI ( M I di »m I na t e il pa rn n a v.j ty “ In 
C<MKhbi'h«K where (he Knrwursl Bloc 
has five oui of nine MlAs. both ihe 
parties are prepariiiq foi a show 
down in the coming election sc he 
duled to hcAiii end Mav 

The KSl'CPUM) relation^ have 
often been marked bv sporadic 
clashes Lver since the msiallainm of 
ihe first UTi I'roiit government in 
1'I7* a nimilier of ihe CPUMt men 
deserted the paity to join RSP units 
in 24 ParAarias. Nadia and Murshida* 
bad districts. The party does not 
share the CPl(\l/.s contention ih.n 
the pa/tcfiayar mem be is of a Proni 
c<instituent. who have quit the party 
for pnliiical or idesdogical leasom. 
should not be entertained by .iny 
other partner. 

laicdl problems, arising out of in 
adequate disinbucion of relief male* 
liais and wurk under the naxronal 
rural employment programme, have 
embittered relations among the 
Kidiit partners ut the lowest level. 
The delayed furination of the district 
l.«ft f ront commutes in Daijeeling 
and Nadi.i and the virtual non* 
existence of Left Front unity in 
Coochbehar district brr a long tune 
ore si^€ other major irritants which 
havt'Qireatened to stall meaningful 
disfVanjons The Congresiglj. which 
sug^ a comeback in the last Assem* 
b^ election a$ a major political 
fpf|0. will ro doubt, try (o make 
Utelmum capital out of the l.«fr 
■HiIKS djxcord if left unresolved. 
Hmm Ghose 



MADHYA PRADESH 

Convicts let loose to 
attack school children 


Raipur: About 100 convicts and war* 
tiers of (he Raipur Central Jail 
attacked students and teachers of 
the neigbouniie Khalsa Higher 
Secondary Scho<M. This was due (o a 
controversy alioul the school play¬ 
ground which the district iidminis- 
tranoii had iillofted to the public 
hvaJili ciiginreiing departcneiu fur 
the consti'uctinn of rheor office. The 
disarict adminisiiatioii had alxo 
pi .1 n s of a \U »t 11 ng t be p Uvgi ound 111 a 
jvivate transport company to which 
(he school autboiities xieinlv olv 
ieited. 

The trouble staried on IS March 
when ihe pi ay grout iiJ was iKOug 
levelled out bv sc hi Hit Jiithotines 
.ifter a circus show h.id mined the 
ground Ihe tail .luthoiities. presum 
nig that ihe sch'iol .iu(horiru*s woie 
.ictiug against govriiimciit oedvis 
sent some convicts and war(ls*rs .uid 
handed ovei the workvn and (be 


the education society, who had 
reached the spot afte^ hearing about 
(he previous night's incident, were 
brutally beaten ny the convicts. Nev 
er before have convicts been let 
loose by (he adrninistiHtioii and that 
too To iH'at up school chililren. Seven 
I each VI5 including Mrs Ami it Kaur 
and over 20 siudeiits were admitted 
(o hospif.ij Many rooms and the 
lalKitJioiy of the vchool wero des 
t roved. 


Kjipur city obsvtvod a lujidh (he 
next (lav I’he disliici in.igisii,itv 
Mis|H‘lids'll the ussisuiiir jailer .iiiil 
only liiui Will dels and ordered a 
m.igisteiial piobe. When (lie muttci 
was I.use'll m ihe Vidh.in Sabh.ion 17 
Maich. the iluvt miiiisiui uiJorcd «i 
(iiilicial pudu' bur has nor vci 
.umouiued (he name o| rbe luJge. 
Ihv Sikh lomiiuiiiiis too look our a 
silent pioression to ptoiest against 


77ie mt(*x‘ed vhoolhnvs' innoceni vk’t/ms 

school’s cAowkxdar lo ihe rmlice. 

The following day the four exm* 
vices and a jail warder starte4 dig* 
ging (he playground. The students, 
already enraged by the preeious 
night's happenings, rounded up the 
convicts and shut them in a das* 
sriHiin Mrs Amrit Kaur. a senior 
teacher of the school told Si no ay 
that they had confined them to the 
room to save thecn from the fury of 
the other students. 

The acting jail superintendent, 
mean while, complained to the police 
that the students had kidnapped 
four convicts The jail alarm was 
then sounded and a lO&strong mob 
of convicts rushed to the schinil with 
tathi.y They also tried to open the 
armoury of the jail but fortunately 
(he head warder refused. The stu* 
dents, teachers and office*l>earers of 


(he torture uf the children in their 
.SchlKll. 

Mrs Kaur. who was beaten up 
while Hying to save a buy who lay 
bleeding on the verandah told St'N* 
DAY. “I do not know what will be the 
outcome of thv probe ordered hy the 
government, but I will drag one and 
all to (he loori. It is really shocking 
that our government which treated 
the dacujt Phoolan Devi like a VIP. is 
toleraiing such brutality on school 
teucherv and children hy convicts." 
Eyewitnesses disclosed that a sub* 
inspector and nme constables were 
present when the convicts and war¬ 
ders launched the attack. According 
to them the attack subsided only 
after the superinrendent of police 
had arrived Kalf'ati hour later. 



The isolation of Ram Jethmalani 


New Delhi: In the history of the Lok 
Sabha, no member has ever been as 
lioiaietJ ds Mr Ram JeihmaUnt was 
un 22 March The bJP member ^ou^ht 
to decrv the Palestine Liberation 
Orsanisaiion iPLOl and ln4i'd\ 
riivndshi|> with (he Arab counlru^s, 
durmR (be He bale on a motion cunitra* 
iijJaiinit Mrs InHird (Miiidhi on her 
beintt elecled ihe ch<ur|H:rMn of the 
Non AliKneU Miivrmcm (NAM) Not 
even ii member of his own iidru rose 
lo Helend Mr .leihm.ildin when speak- 
or uftor speakot, Ixnh fiom the iroa»* 
ury and the oppusidon bemhos. 
attacked h\m loi Ins utterances The 
hiKhwaiermdrk of the tirade dKainst 
Ml' JeihmaUni came when, during his 
inter vent KOI in the debate, the eater* 
nul Hffuirs minister. Mr P V N.ira* 
siinhd Kjo. retell inj; lo Mr Jeihmalo 
til's speech, said that the Lnk Sahhe 
has had to f.ice the “unenviable snuo' 
tmn oi luMnni2 the vmce of Israel *' 
Poriivipatind m the dehdiv. Mr 
.leihm.iUiin said that the failuiv oi ihe 
NAM to find d snlniion ro the Iran* 
Iraq vtar Nhnwed that the “socdlJid " 
innvenieiit hail failed. HefvirinK (u 
ihe uccdsinii (ltirin>t the NAM Suinoiti 
sshen the KUJ leodei'. Mr Ydsser 
Arnfar, had ciillod Mts («undht bis 
sister. Ml* Jeihmaldni saK^cstvd th4( 

I his dtnounieil in cullinji her the 
"S.ir.in's stsrer,' This reference to the 
PLO leader imdllv isoldioJ Mi ,feth* 
mdbni from the rv>i vf the House. 
Hven |)r Kiibrarnaiiiam Swjins i I arid* 

Idj, tsbo hds III the past snaod pr«v 

Urueh sentiments, refused to come in 
i>ie diri id Mr Joihmaldin. 


ference smoothly. The Congress! 1), 
however, felt oikeiwiM; and the re* 
solution wak brought forward by two 
of iu members. 

The resnlution haUiiiK Mrs Gandhi's 
election was passed by voice vuie. But 
nil the end, ch^ nun-communi.ii 
ouposUinn. with the eaception of Mr 
Chard rant Vidav {Jan wadi ParivL 

t ressed lot the amendmeittv moved 
y Mr Cnnikrishfian which sought to 
add ihe names of Dr Fidel Castro and 
Mr Yaaser Arafat. The fureign minis* 
ler saved the embarrassioonl by »lai- 
iti| in hi» speech that he ftdt ihai the 
void created iti Ihe NAM by the 
deaths of Jawaharlai Nehru, Marshal 
Tito and Mr (lammal Abdel Nasser 
w«» now fjlled up by the trio of Mrs 
(•andhi. Castro and Arafat. 

Ihe rolv nf Mr Jethinfllani, apart 
from drawing the remark from Mr 
Narasimha Rao and caustic comments 
from other leaders, also broueht for¬ 
ward on asset lion by Mr (ndrajii 
Gupia iCPIi, which raised doubts on 
(he rule of (he BJP in Parliament. Mr 
(iupia recalled ihar prior to calling 
Mr Arafat ''Naian." Mi Jethmaiani 
had. on (he uccasmn of the debate on 
the Israeli aggression on i«banon, 
expressed pro*(«rael and anii-Arab 
senitmenis. Later. Mr AuJ Bvhari 
Vaipayee had in tell the House that 
the views of Mr Jethmalani were not 
ihnse uf Ihe BJP. Thu CPI leader then 
hoped that the BJP president may not 
have Ur come nut wnb similar siaiv* 
lnenl^, time and again 
A Special Correspondent 


j€tttm4hm: ’V'wceo/fsrae/^’ 

The debate was held under the 
shadow (»f a controversy. Suon after 
ihv Seventh Summit of NAM. ihu 
CongreyHli wanted to pass a resolu- 
lion hailing Mrs CandhPs elecOun as 
the iliairperson of NAM The opposo 
lion leaders, nutablv Prirf. Madfiu 
Diindavatc ijanafal xnd Mr K.P. Ln* 
uikiishnan tConKicss Si felt ihai as 
Mrs Candhi had hven clecivd to (hv 

t osi by virtue ul Iwing ihc head of the 
uct guvcrnmeni, (hv lesuiuiioii was 
univairanted The opposMiwi leaders, 
hnwvver. were in favour of the Parlia* 
tncni hailing llie success of the Sum 
mil and prai<infi the oil Ker< wlui had 
made M a surcevi. In the prrxess. ihev 
iviinrvd praise to be bestowed upiin 
three leaders—Mrs Gandhi. Dr hidel 
Cjsixo of Cuba and Mr Yasser Ara* 
f.ii—lur having guiiied (he NAM con 


INCOME TAX RAIDS 

Businessman commits 
suicide fearing exposure 


BombH.v; On ThursJnv, 17 March, at 
7 10 jm u silverhuircd, podgy man 
dressed in h<s niuhiclothec and wear¬ 
ing slippers, lett his «upcr deluxe 
residence. Vila Kamuna. on Nepean 
Sed Road, drove in bis FTa( stattuit- 
wdgoii to his office in Fort area 
opposite ExceHidi Cinema, and told 
the watchman to open (he fifth floor 
administrative office. The watchman 
was purrled because the “Sahah" 
bad come in so early, and moreover 
bis cabin was on the ground floor 
However, when the watchman 
opened the fifth floor office, (he 
"Sahab" told him that he was lux to 
be disturbed etnee he had a lot of 
work to do. Jucidentallv. the stiver- 
huired man had mumbfcrl the came 
(hing tu his people at home. By (he 
time the watchman reached the 
around fbxir. he heard a thud. He 
lushed out to the lawn in front uf ih« 
office III find the "Saheh" lying in a 
pool of blood nn the pavement 


The “Salirtli'' was Cirish Khdiid- 
vv.il.i I S2i. u buemess school ^ndiiate 
from Columbta University, tne chair¬ 
man and managing director of 
Forbes. Forbes and Campbell. He 
had joined (he company in 1959 as a 
manageinent trainee and reached 
the (op last year. He was a favourite 
of the Tata$ who are sole owners of 
Forbes. Forbes and Campbell. He 
dill not like 10 have hi< photographs 
taken, so his picture does not appear 
even in unv uf the balance sheets. 

Mr Khandivala leaped to his death 
exacitv a month after the enforce¬ 
ment directorate nabhed three per¬ 
sons iR conneettun with (he detection 
uf H Rs one crxire foieign exchange 
racket, said to be (he biggesr-cver 
detected in recent times. Mr Khand- 
wala was said tu he closely cun* 
neefed with one of the persons, Mr C. 
P. Merchant, whose s«in with a Isinga* 
re cunntsci lun was employ I'd by Mr 
landvrala. The three' person* 



caught last month weie Mr C. P- 
Merchant. Mr AtuJ Bhagwaii, furmei 
chairman of the Textile Machinery 
Manufacturers Association and Mr 
Bharat Shantilal Shah, said to be imu 
of the biggest names m the gem and 
jewellery business. The three were 
produced befoie the metrapolhan 
magistrate. Mr A. C. Mohalkar and 
leleased on lemporarv cash bail of 
rupees (hree lakhs each. Depusing 
before the mciropnlitan magistrute, 
Mr V. B. Survase. the chief enforce* 
cnent officer said that Messrs Mer¬ 
chant and Bhagwati were direciurs 
uf a dosen ci>mpanies and (he docu* 
tnunts seued indicated transactions 
of a compensatory nature According 
to (he officer. Mr Merchant** son. 
Atul, was fiiiaiK.ing various cum* 
pames in Indonesia and Singapore 
stnee April 19H1 by providing luaiis 
on interest, through fund^ made 
available by his father. Mr Khand- 
u'ala. according to a diary noting, 
was alleged to be one of the persons 
with whom the Merchatits had deal* 
irigs and had allegedly transferred 
on his behalf Rs one crore. Mr 
KhanJwala's suicide ithough the 
police very cnnveiiiently cull it an 
accident because he was a wealthy 
man I, is thv second which has lieen 
directly related to long ovviduv 
laid* by ihe enforcement direciu- 
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rale. The earKer case wat chat of Mr 
Nava) Pheta^hakar. (hainnan of 
Johnson and Johnson who reported* 
v died ol a massive heart anack 
/knowing a raid on (he company. 

The documents seised 
bv the enforcement officers at the 
Merchant residence contain state* 
ment of accounts sent by Acul In* 
dicating amounts of loans advanced 
10 various companies abrood and 
balance covering one full calender 
year of 1982. 

According to enforcement directo¬ 
rate sources, though this has been 
the biggest single detection ever, it 
is only the proverbial tip of the 
iceberg. In the Jast six years traders 
exported diamunds worih Ms 600 
Cl ores. Diamond traders believe in 
two things, official and unofficial 
imports, or raw diamonds, and the 
latter business is Miid to be four 
times bigger than the former. 
They have built an empire in 
Antwerp and some associates of 
these big exporters not only trade m 
diamonos in Antwerp but arc fioan* 
ciers for big personalities who want 
to start busmess and industries 
abroad. They secure foreign ex* 
change through manipulation. They 
export goods hut repatriation of 
money eurned does not take place. 
Legal bellies are inseiiuted by them 
wi^ financial and banking insiitu* 
tlons in India. The State Bank of 
India, for instance, is said to be in 
the midst of a legal battle involving 



The triodoir (cirefedt from whkh 
Kh»ndw4h jumped 


not less than Ms seven crores in just 
one case U«r year in Hongkong, 
Similarly, the ECCC (Export Credit 
Guarantee Corporation) which is 
supposed to give gujraiiicet to ex- 
Porters m believ^ to have been 
fooled (o the tune of several croresof 
rupees by these traders. 

Any effective investigation would 
reveal the personages behind this 


racket. Theae ere none tlae than tht 
top exporten U.the country, with 
eciou^ clout to anill any exposure. 
Tltere are three WtP of industries 
which, accounr for sO par cent of the 
black mottcy operadoos in Bombay. 
They are; the job recruitment bust* 
naas, the diamond rrada and the 
builditig industry, tba people who 
claim to be on (he top ladders of 
industry are also those who have 
bean associated with these Indus* 
tries for the last six years. 

The nefarious activities of the di* 
amond trade have now been repe* 
atadly exposed. Kone else than tne 
son of Mr H. H. Ismail, the doyen of 
the consular corps and a host to VIPs 
and V^Ps, was carrying polished 
diamonds worth lakhs of rupees to 
Singapore when he was caught. 
Other equally inmrtant cases have 
come ro \igf\x- oPttit of the close 
relatives of t>ig traders arc reported 
to be on the list of Interpol. An 
enforcement officer (old scnoay that 
(he diamond trade is so welhknnwn 
for its he wale transactions that they 
were happy when (hey cloud for the 
one-day oandh against the alleged 
maUieatment mated out to Mr Shah. 
He hoped the diomond merchants 
would shut their establishments for a 
lifetime and save the country and its 
economy which is in a shambles 
because of these people and their 
like. 

(Mga Tellis 
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Your Prosperity * Our Aim. 



Make this day an event that will be remembered ^ 
long after the occasion is over 

With the help of Oriental Bank's 
Cumulative Deposit Scheme. 

Vuvr depuill duulilvs In jwftl 
ai v««r» 

Sounds tMrrrdihIc Uul il’f true 
Sur 4nsra»ua a 
K^ IU,oWt nww. brings v«hi 
fts 2U in iusi 7a monihs 

lor detailv of ihi*, •» s.iy uf (he 
other ea* Ming sihamea <>ll«fed, 
igsl <i<niail (»ur nearesi branch 
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ADVENTURE 


Running 2500 miles 
for charity 


Darj«eHnj|: Two aOvcn(\irou« 
brotnent from Cumbria, l^K. RrchaiO 
'291 onO A(}ri«n Crutiv i2fl) are now 
running along ihe ruKgeil Himalavun 
mountumsidc after hoving xei ouv on 
IK Maich from Uativehiijs on thvir 
2,lV)0 mile Miul Stirl ing odvsscv to 
i’ai\e fiouK for choi iiv They will run 
2^ miles (slightly less than the stun* 
ilard murnihon distance! every day 
for KIO Jays hefnie they pant to a 
huir at Rawalpindi. Awestruck by 
the incredible challenge the Crane 
hi others hove undertaken. |>eopJe 
here liiive storied idfcring sihhiuI 
piMvets nnd lighting hutier honirs to 
s'voke the bh ssinuof Lnid Buddha av 
Richard and Adnan not along the 
old ttuddhisT trail. Aptlv enough, 
they wvie flagged off finm the Htma* 
luyun Mnuiitamvoiing Institute hy 
none oihei ihnn the Kvyrest herd. 
Tensing Noigav. the veiy epitome of 
the dHuntIcss spuit of man 
•‘We have been waiong lor this 
moment for a Jong time. If we fail, we 
hope store oiheis will iHck op from 
where we leave." they said and iu« 
tied clown the ser|K’ntine lead to the 
post oft I re tv post picture iarJ> to 

then parents aiul giil fiicnds The 
loiigcM sponsored mat.irhon luii 
along the uiidolating Tcriiiio. is n» 
raise money f<»r the pioposed 
S2VM(0<I liMiJ for I he U>ndoit*hosed 
ch a n t V MI ga ii t wit i on. 1 n term cd i a i e 
Technology Dovelopineiil Croup 
(JT1>C> which impaio free advice on 
apt'fvprjate technology te develop¬ 
ing counines. ITDC has distrihutcJ 
lls.lKH) si>on worship tor ms tu collect 
donut ion.s for ihis ''unictuv challenge 
(o help a unii|iie chantv ’ The cost of 
the marathon is, however. Inong 
home hy the hrotheis themselves 
with u(|uii)meiir aid like .shoes and 
hud feat heisiui fed duvet downs 
frum some commercial fiimv which 
iniend to test the <|ualitv of therr 
pruduLls. "Wc will pay back fur then 
kindness by posing for udveitise* 
ment shots latei." they inud. 

On their way. the Cram* brothers 
will pass thiougli Pokhra. Jumiu. 
AlmcN’a, Dehudun. Simla. Munah. 
Ueh. Kiugil, Siinagai. (jilgii and 
Sharcluii befote reaching their des- 
linafioit. Rawalpindi. They will run 
as close as powible to the ridge line 
of the Kiinaldvas ai an aveiage 
heiglit uf I2.IK)0 feet *. The 

tiUiiude variHtiun will he Irom iOU 
feet to 2U.OOO Startingat the foothill 
uf Kaiiclieiijunga which is the easier* 
ly*mosi peak in the Himalavan 
renge, the dere*Jevilif will run w«»t 
glung (he base of all the 14 peaks of 
S.OOO merxes and higher before 
reaching Kanga Harbstt which is Ihe 



The Osne hrorhert* unique chaffenge 

W'csiei Iv most peak "lliey wilt lol' 
low anvieiK tiade routes and Huddh 
iM trails through KlioJoJeiidion 
tiMVSis. oast glaciers and Inro iso 
latcd valleys and i aging riverc. They 
will f>as.s through hill moikefs and 
iropkal forests, high altitude iiiouii 
tarn pasjk'^. monasieiies anil tea 


hou$es. Ihey will encounter Sherp^ 
families, Buddhist monks and lonely 
Yak herdsmen: coming finally, 
through the fruit orchards of the 
Hunza valley, to their ultimate dev 
rinaiion." says the ITOG spr>iisorship 
form. Initially* Richard and Adrian 
themselves felt in October lust year 
that ''(he idea of runrting the Hima¬ 
layas was outright ludicrous." Aftei 
I months of investigating, charting 
I their courses and weighing possibi- 
* lilies on clipboard, they reduced it to 

! a "reasonable objective.'’ They were 
tfiken for "nuts” by the ITfRl off!- 
I cials who. like a benign doctor refer 
* ring patients to a psychiatrisr. sent 
them over to iho Royal (<eographica] 
SiKicty (RGS). The ROS confirmed 
the ITDG diagnosis but raid iliat if 
the vzpedition was nt all pussihle 
these two were the right kind of 
“itMts.*' 

Riclurd end Adrian are cuirytng 
5.i kg of bare essentials including 
knife, cameru and icni in twn ruck¬ 
sacks ouch They will eai dnul hhnnr 
in vilUgi's and drink plenty of tea; 
mouiu,iin stieams will provide wiitei 
which ihev will rreui with purifying 
tablets Tfiev could tin wiihntit to*^ 
foi two davs, hut wiM need ut least 
SIX litres ni* wuter daily If there is an 
emergency. "We just hope that both 
of US shfill not he down with debili¬ 
tating infeition or roll Jowrv a pre¬ 
cipice” so that at least one cuuld 
bring help lor the other. They have 
left extra e'luipmutit with icmples 
and travel dgeiuic« m Kulhmandu. 
Miimili, lA'h and Sr inug.ii. They will 
collect III their logbook, the signa¬ 
tures of I he heiubneii of evciv village 
ihev p.ivs thiough, 

Tuposh Mukherjee 


NFC: Health hazard complex 


Secunderabad: At a civil liberties 
meeting held in Hyderabad Ofl I? 
March, aciefitton was focussed on iht- 
serious hea]*h haxards faced by work¬ 
ers in the city's Nuclear K’uels Com¬ 
plex (NFCl. A paper pic pared by an 
activist doctuc and circulated on the 
occasion, gave full details of the toiaJ 
lock of protection frum radiation and 
other h^rds at the NFC. the acci¬ 
dents that have loben place in the 
complex, and the cumpfete indiffer¬ 
ence of the authcinties when these 
matters have been brought to their 
notice. The paper also details the 
»eriou> enviionmental pullution from 
radioactivity and puisonous effluents 
which pose a threat to all people 
living near the complex. 

Worlcer« in ihe uranium nxide plant 
at Npe are not being regularly sup¬ 
plied with rubber gloves and face- 
masks and are thus freiiuently ex- 
puved to radiation. Chlorine leakage 
IS a danger to eyesight and ihe re¬ 
spiratory traci. while inadequate 
temperature control is having damag¬ 
ing effects on fertility. The wives of 
Slime workers have had frequent 


abortions, a consequence known to be 
linked with the sub-ferrility of the 
sperm. Accidents have occurred, with 
workers, who inhaling luxic fueni-s of 
nitrates and sulphur dioxide, have 
had lu be hospitalised. A large num¬ 
ber of workers are suffering from 
Chrunic che^t pain and brunthial com¬ 
plain is>^f facts of being vxpocc-d to 
noxious fumes over a period of tune. 

It IS amaiinx, therefore. Thai no 
regular medical check ups are being 
underiakeii lo moiutor the health of 
workers as required by incernaiional 
normx for employees of harurdous 
nuclear indusiritv Nor is the health 
phvsics unit able ro impose siiici 
safety regulations since it has no 
independent authoniy. Ii is eipecteJ 
thar two civil liberties groups wd! 
lake up the demand for the protection 
of NFC workers from health hasaid«. 
Activists who spoke at the 17 March 
meeting pointed out that exposure of 
workers io health dangers l>y indiffe¬ 
rent and calluus aulhoniies needii io 
be taken up as a human rights i^sue. 

Vimal Balasuhrahmunynn 
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Southern CMs’ forum; victory for 
the DMK 




Im 

A r-r 



A rretfit 

''.^utbo^n ('Mj' cftnferenc« 

of victory for fhi* DMK bec«u*«e 


Somo people's suspi¬ 
cions w«r« aroused when 
DMK chief M. Karuna- 
nidhi praised the cun 
clave of (he southern 
CMs. Normally, if MCR 
is «iround. KarunaniJhi 
can onlv spew vitriolic 
censure. He is incapable 
of unstinted praise of 
any issue in which MCR 
is involved. As it turns 
out. this particular acco* 
lade is nrt only (qualified 
hut aetuelly tmils down 
to solf'pralse: “The 
constitutes yet .vnoihcr 
ory lor rne DMK because u is the 
Mi/K that ori.'tin^ifly made the demand fnr state 
' jrnnnm and composite uovernmtni at the centre. Mr 
Vr^runflnif!''.i remirded **e per^ple that it was the DMK 
/ 'vsrnmcnt thar had moved 9 resolution in the state 
A'Sr’rihly dnmandinji self Government in the state .ind 
» I *n>p«>siic government at the centre, just to irritate 
M'lK he has 'since'«h* su^ested that the reccm* 
invnuitinns of tlic Kajamannar Committee, which he 
iu,(l M.stitupjd in lTi70 to stndv aspects of ccmrc sratc 
r-'lniion:. Ahuriid fuim the Miiuna Carta of the CMs’ 

l.lK'll. 

Is Congrcss(l) going to win the 
Kanakp ura seat? 

r<)n«.c’ aMi li deici mined tntive Mr Ranwkrishna 
e :<i fi^ht in the fCunakpuu Assembly 
which the Karnjtaka CM is contestifut Mr 
heeti bonkinp heavily on the Vukkaliga 
v<^tc.': M) win the election. And the Copgressfh in a bid 
to wenn Hway the Vokkaliga votes has decided to put 
up Mr 8.M. Kiislma. it miiustcc of state in the centre 
«md u powerful VokkaUpi. in (iphi umiinsi Mr Hvpde, 
Ciuinvcs arc lira Mr Kilshnn may soon be turned into 
un uncmplciyvd puhtiLum. 

Ministei-'s wrath forces 
secretary to quit 

The .inini secrcraiy in (he department of textiles 
feununerce ministry)« Mr Ajit Mukherjee. is shuitly 
expected ti> (jiiU his post and uo back to his home state. 
West Bengal. Keasun: Mr Miikhericc has incurred the 
wrath of the commerce minister. Mr V,l*. Singh. Mr 
Singh is. according to sources in Udvrg Bhavan. taking 
him to task for having tailed to take action against 
some of the irregularities m the toxiiJcs cummitteL* on 
sub-standard export <il textiles to Russia. Reports from 
Udyng Bhavaii indicate that Mr Mukherjee s.it on the 
report which iiad m>inied out the irregularities. 

Mr Mukher^ev's departure i$ in sharp contrast to his 
predecessor Mi Zutshi's departure: he had to <|uii his 
p<ist because he tried to set matters right in the textile 
committee when Mr Shivraj Patil was the commerce 
ntiriister, Mr V,P. Singh has also decided to lake action 
against the textile committee for which be will consult 
the legal department, as the committee is a statutory 
hodv. 


NBR-NTR cold war 
hots up 

Nadeiidia Bhaskar Rao (NBR). Andhra Prodcdi'K 
finance mimsior is a genius in juggling figures, espe¬ 
cially where the budget is concerned. On two different 
occasions« Nfdt provided twn sets <if rigurt*s regarding 
the interim budget to the members of Hit state 
Assembly. In reply to a question in the Astemblv. NBK 
^id that Andhra Pradesh had to lake an ovei draft of 
Rs 8.09 crorc^ ui 1980'bl. Rs 37.79 crores in 1981-82 
and Rs mM in 1982-83. Between 2 and 14 March uf 
this year, the NtateS nvei draft was Ks. 48.86 croces. Bui 
he said thsi the entire overdraft would he wiped out 
l>ccaute of the Telugu Desam goveriiinent'c economy 
drive, fn f«Ht, said Mr Uhaskura Rao. the overdraft 
figure would come down i<i Rs 30 crorcs on 16 March. 

fiu: nrt lA March lie did a vnltv face. Replying in the 
interim budget delute. NKHsmd ihui ihe state govern¬ 
ment had un overdrait of Ks 102 emres. Then why had 
NBR quoted the other figures'^ W.is ji NhK's method of 
humiliating the l>csnmgiivc4iunrni huouscof lus cold 
war wi(h N’TR’ 

Bureaucrats being shuffled 
around 

Not onW has Mrs Gandhi been shuffling her mlrls 
leis aruurd by changing their purifolins. ihe bureavc 
rats m De lhi too have (^en kept on lluur toes. There 
are strong rumouri floating xn^iind in North Sku^k ihai 
Mr V B. Easwarati and Mr M, Natasjiiihan wouhl 
shortly be asked (o leave then pusis. ;is scuctaries in 
Ihe finance ministry. But where they i^oiild lie poing is 
still not known. Howcvei. Mr K. Caiupjti, nors 9 
secretary m the department of mine'* *vas tipped to 
•oke over from Mr Uaswaran. At the in*it mimiic, 
according to the grapevine. Mr Ganapati was told to 
stay ufi at hts post, in spitv of the fact that he hod 
already cleared his desk of hiJ personal belunging.s 
Reason the minister in charge of the ministry. Mr 
Pranab .Mukherjee. uid not wont Mi Cnnnpati in hi& 
ministry. 

Karunakaran will not yield an 
inch from Keral a 

Ker.'Ja CM Mr K. 

Karunakaran has mndc 
It very rlosT Oiai ihc 
stutu wmdd not allow 
even an inch of its terri- 
(orv to he claimed by 
another Ntnic. His vehe¬ 
mence was a reaction to 
tbe Tamil Nudu revenue 
minister. Mr S.P. boma- 
sunJaramS reported 
statement that the De< 
vicoJam and Peermade 
areas (lying un the Tamil 

was pointed out in the Kcralu Assembly that if the 
Tamil Nadu governmenc insisted mi raking up border 
disputes. Kerala would then demand the handing over 
of Shencottah and Kanvakumari, both of which had. 
been part of the erstwhile stale of Travanctire. 
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R vmcmber 

She w«s one of (he 
prumHjnBeetres^et of rhe 
earlV Seventies. It took 
her Just e few films to (eJJ 
(he .world that she was 
much more than what 
many thouAht she was. 
WiTnJ?«yj ft tier Singh Be- 
dti Msmiiaeshe proved 
(hut she was more than 

t ust a good actress. She 
ad expected more offers 
bur nothing like that hap* 

E ened. She even ustHi 
^lormendra and her im« 
aginary affair with him 
(.•the is as old as his daugh¬ 
ter) to boost her career. 
Nothing worked and 
Tamanna found satisfac¬ 
tion in marrying a film 

E ubUcist who was well- 
nown to the stars she al< 
ways wanted to be close to. 
Tamanna is a married 
woman now. Tamanna (he 
actress has died a natural 
death. 


4iuta; uftouesriojtabfeiove 



Cuming (o Smia PatU. 
They are letters from fans 
who care, fans who want 
her to continue being a 
good actress. The fens do 
not want her to take roles 
in films like hfamak 
Haiaoi, Sh**kti, Bedie Ki 
Aag. rajurbtf and the 
recently released 
Charpeiee. They are not 
willmg (o accept her as a 
**disgu>tjng decoration 
piece" as one fan put it 
very bluntly, **1 am an 
actress and feci it is my 
duty to play all kinds of 
roles (0 mature as an 
ac'ress. I did Jabber 
Pe^ii': Vmbariheand I did 
ChftsveterioT Oeven 
Venhx They were two 
difrcrcnt roles and I 
enjo«ed doing them. They 
were challenging roles, 
each in Its own wuv I don't 
want logci typed as an 
actress." lim^ea explains. 

A mi (a bfi Ba chcha ji’s 
special appearance in 
Aftdhae fCoanoort is what 
many are eagerly waiting 
to see. It j$ supposed to on 
"a vtsjy special and very 

surprisingly special 
appearance" in n role 
wn i c h is more pnwerf ul 
than some of the roiee he 


lee he 


has dune. Most of the 
shooting was done after he 
Vecovered. Prom the way 
he has gone about them is 
unbelievable especially 
those people who ha ve 
watched him shot in 
Madras. 

B ut whatever nvght hap¬ 
pen to ramaftiJK and 
all the other actresses, 
small or bis, that have 
come into vhermendre'% 
hectic life, he goes on. 
Dhannendri is sail play¬ 
ing the young man and the 
lover in a number of films. 
He is also acting opposite 
Anita RaaJ, who is as old 
as his daughter. In fact, his 
acting in a film with Anita 
has even led to the rumour 
that he is having a "royal 
affair** with her and the 
best the two cnu du is to 
laugh about the whole 
affair. "Tell me, how cao 1 
have an affair with some¬ 
one I have l(wked up to as 
a father figure in all these 
years? Yes, I love Dharam- 
;1 but my love is the kind 
of love uit very few can 
understand,** says Amta. 



Hadhikij iii/igrjiijIaiioM 

Tp adhiki* and Pratap 
lx Pot hen gave a real sur 
prise by going and Mtting 
married. Technically it is 
suppo^ed to he a secret 
wedding but everybody 
knows abuur it. Whet was 
secretive about It wes that 
Radhika never whispered 
a word ab<Hit it to her 
mother, tn fact, she gut 
married the day after her 
mother left for London. 
Fratapand Radhika 
solemnised their long¬ 
standing love affair m the 
church, with a few film 
friends chat included 
Ran'ihaand Bharatt Raja. 
Even some of the Telugu 
film producers with whom 
Radhika is very close ware 
not aware of rhe immtnent 
marriaK. Praiup Poihen 
himself didnot breathe a 
word to anyone even the 
day before. There is a lot 
of snide remarks inthe air 
abPut hem* Pratap decided 
10 marry Radhika only be¬ 
cause he hopes she will 
boost his saving career. 

A huge cut of Ra/ni- 
kanth has been 
erected in one of (he nodal 
pciinis of Madras city. The 
cut out is an unbelievable 
80 feet in hei^t. Obvious¬ 
ly Rajnikantb is scaling 
new heights in filmdom, 
having outstripped even 
MGR. The tallest cutout 
ever of celluloid king 
MGR never went beyond 
SO feet. 


S uhkshna in very much 
on the defensive these 
day^ because of mounting 
criticism that ^he i.s expos 
j ing her body too much for 
the sake uf her carvar. 
According to her, some 
roles demand e bit of expo¬ 
sure and It is not a reflec¬ 
tion of the herumo's lack 
o» morals. It only shows 
that sliu Is very profession¬ 
al. Axplaiiis Sulakshna, 
*‘Whcn ihe,'e it c ruin 
sequence or when 1 have 
tujump intoa river, natur¬ 
ally my c lot h e$ get wet. It 
is no* my fault. And just 
for the sake of one scene I 
cannot refuse a role which 
is otherwise very good." 
She even goes tn the ex- 
ten t of cl ai minx (ha t she 
niak.'sit a point to ex¬ 
amine the clothes she has 
to wear for a particular 
.‘ihor and that if she finds it 
to r>e too skimpy or trans- 
pa-eiu she refuses to wear 
:t. 


r/shfta was recen ily i n- 
xV jured during a shoot¬ 
ing scene in Ooty. Some 
dummy bombs burst injur¬ 
ing him in the cheM «no 
arm. After what happened 
to Aaitabh, nobody dared 
to take any risk and im¬ 
mediately rushed him to 
the hospital. Movf every¬ 
body can heave a sigh of 
relief because Krishna has 
recovered and *a hack in 
action. 
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medicated soap 
protects me 
ains 

minor skin 
infections/’ 


Six ways of 
soothing a sore throat 
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“NEKO soap 
keeps my hair 
free from 
dandruff.” 




. ‘‘I don’t have 
to worry about 
^ body odour. 

J I bathe with 
.i NEKO.” 
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‘‘I love NEKO. 
It really 
cleanses and 
refreshes.” 
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ThOM Mm Ofl Mo« o4 you m vofy to&r tno Hm • ftton. You •<« luvtrs of future TT)e 2 mi lor Me m you it 

hkgh iMc^ of mci«( otntlHvtty. You OM olte rofeglout n your. ahviyt prmnt. You alto dtven youroohrot who^hoartodly to 
dlipoatilon ond hooco oro lr>clW>od lowarOi (ho prtootfy protoo' yourprolooiiOnMwWthorororoMtiiccosotul. 


SAMHAIUM (16 DOBIffi- 
Nr-^14 JAMiary) This ks 
lo Oo 0 moOrotoly 
fft1\^PQf>vouroOlo weak for you, 
though 0 probWm might 
hag you poroisiortHy On iho domosflc 
front, your chilOron will do vroll In thoir 
studios. Profosstonais. your ompioyors 
wm toco labour pfobloma . nus- 

bdrtds, tha hoafth of your wivos will worry 
you. 

CM) datai: 11, ia ar>d 13. 

UCky RomAirs: 4. e and 8. 

Favoorobla dirosllont North 


CAPmCORfI (18 JOfiuory^Y4 
] Falrtiry) Profossionals, 

? M tttnif aro In tha offing. 

X^-rd.^ Your may tfoo fooa a f«w 
^ rSy ^ vaiuod fnor>da. For itouoo* 
hoidors. dmouRios may artao on tha 
fir^anoai front. Propofiy matlors may ba 
suOfoa to eonsidoraOia Strom, fiusinaso* 
mon. you aro odv^sod to forogo gambling 
end spacuiaUon. Laswsutts should bo 
hortdiad vary corefulf^. A good wook tor 
travoi. 

Oood dsiss: 11. 14 and 18. 

Uicty Asnbsn* 1. 2 ar>d 3. 

Fsvoorabii dlnetton: South 


S AQUARIUS (16 Ptbraary—14 
Maitii) You wai havo io bo 
oxua vigilant Ihio week. 
Frofessionaia. you are 
adviood to mamiain good 
rolihons With your superiors. Avoid got' 
tirtg rno liffa with your coiieoguas. Low* 
suils and properly coses wiN entail hoovy 
oxpondthjro. Keep a close watch on your 
finances Those ol your vrho are in love 
may bo disBppoimod, for your secret love 
affair will end abruptly. 

Good ditssr 14 . ts and ie. 

UcOy aombirs: 3. & and 6. 

Favsersbit dirsetfon: West. 


j—TJTV Pisces (15 fmrrt-14 April) 
This week win see you 
making slow but steady 
Help wiH come In 
I \{(i Nfrom unexpected sources. 
Profe$sior>a&. a promot)cr« awaits you. 
Matters relaied to properly and insurance 
are wed'Signified SpMmer> will be sue- 
cesstui In thev oflCHia provtted they give 
thwmsetvM wholeheaitedky to the pursuit 
of thetr fields. 

Good dalBi; 10. ii and IS. 

Leticy eumbsn: 7. 8 end g 
FMoerabls dirsetion: Northweei. 


Suqilay uedt Beginning ^0 April 


By AMRITLAL 


ARI6I (16 Agrit«-14 May) A 

very favourable weea< lor 
4 ** * romance Howev* 

I er, for those wanting to 

\« . many, opposmon may crop 

up from unseen quanera. speciaJfy your 
pereots. Those ol you who are in buei* 
nass are advised not to make any new 
hnancial invesimenta. Profeastonala. do 
not get mto unnecessary squabbles mVh 
your supenors. 

Good datH: 10. 12 and 14. 
iMby Mnbsrs: t. 8 and 9. 

Fiveurabfa dlrsdfee; South. 


W(15Ae|Mi-i4 8eplSffl- 
£&-40o88i) c goang to be a 
CCv^ plucky i*eek tor you. The 
^domes oc sesrw wtl be a 
hippy one. Your Inends 
wA prt>ve hetphil dusmessmen. you are 
likely to make proGts. For most of you, a 
letter w(H bmg good bOirtgs. Proteesen' 
ale may ba raeiydsd-^ promodon is In 
the offing. Travel fs alio very iiksiy. 

Ooed dalsr n. 13 and t8 
tasay aanbars: 2. 4 wid 8 
FaiwiWt KrecHse: South-west 


S TAURUS (16 lley->14 deos) 
This week be^ns On a 
promising note In the 
domeetic sphere Before 
going ahead with any 
plans, be they regarding your studies, or 
occupation, or even marriage, n ta edva- 
able to consult your eiders. Avoid getting 
into disputos or altercations with your 
coiieegues, and keep a safe distance 
from new acquaintances A transfer or a 
promotion is m store for ihosa if servica. 
Good dilst: 11, i3*and 16. 

Lvely numbers; 3. 5 erd 8 
Favoursbis dlrecUsn: Northeast. 


VtftGO (16 tegismber—14 
7/zZt^ Ortsbstf Tnis m a week 
By whea proteswonais wUI 
jJijJ^AD|makd much headway pro* 
llw I lyided they are ddigent end 
ekwera. Husbands end heusawwas. your 
•re advised lo exerose wgiience m 
hnanoai metiers CMdr«n will do wel m 
then studies SUidente and research 
scholars, bmg out your crooUva atM)i*tea 
(0 the M and m ao doing you w« gain 
confidence m youreelvas. 

Gged dsies: 10. ii end 12. 
tecky sembsN i, S and $ 

FivowsGlt dirscttoa: Eaai 


GEMINI (16 JuaS'-'U Jury) if 
you curb your obstinate 
tendencies and lay more 
c^r emphasis on congeniaHy, 

G^Odthen your efiairs are iikeiy 
to make rapid progress. You wiH then 
earn the respect of not only your famtiy 
but also your ampioyers On the domee- 
Ik front, this >8 lAeiy to be a favourable 
week. Businessmen, avoid making new 
deals. A very favourable week for those 
in romance. 

Good dsiss: 12. 14 and 16. 

Urcky numbtts; 2. 3 and 7. 
ftvwrsbls dirscllon: West 


Osiflar.U 
Hevenbor) Thia week, the 
domestte front will be very 
peaceful end happy. 
Favours wM come m from 
friends and reiefrvee The hr^amai hori¬ 
zon <s very bnght->your debts wiH be 
cleared. Buamessmen, specuiaUve ven¬ 
tures wMI yield good leeuks You era 
advised not to venture out on your own. 
especially in creative or reseerch fields. 
A very favourebie week lor romance. 
Good dales: 12. i4 t5. 

Lucky flvmken: 3. $ end 9 
Fivovrakle dlrtcNoii; Southeast 


S3^v^TO nCANCCT (15 JatF-14 Aa* 
^y?^^|usf) This weak is kkeiy to 
|^C>-Q?WKba tuH of probiams. Law- 
suits and debts will be 
'&3^a.Alj sources of great anxiety. 
Busineasmen. you are advised lo be a 
iiRle tight-fisted m your financiat doakngs. 
Guard the he^lh of your does ones, 
spadaiiy your rrxRheror sistar. This is not 
a favourabla week (or romance Times 
are hard, but do not loae your patience. 
Goad dstie: fO. 13 and TS. 

Ucky asmbers: 4. 5 and 6. 

Favourtbis dliacGan: North. 


a SCORPIO (IS Noveiabar—14 
Omiaasr)Jhis is gomg to 

be a hecoc week tor you. 
Your fmandai probients vwfl 
be sofved. Avoid gaoing 
inlo urmeceseary squabbles. You are 
advised to be firm and resolute. Elders 
and n ri abv os will be helpful, so ubdse 
them to the beet of your adi«Hage A 

very (aveursbls weak for matnmoniai 

affeee. 

G^ detea: i(K 13 and 14. 

Ucky aweksrtr 5. 8 and 7. 
ra eeaisbis Mrecoee: Northeast. 







































P rogress. Only ch^ nge makes it possi Pi« Less Than 1 2 months Tr om now. the hr st cars and 
light commercial vehKies from Marutl Udyog Limited will roil out. Vehicles whrch will 
change the face ar>d pace of road transportation rn India. Vehicles using the technology 
of the 80s under the terms of agreement Maruh has made with the Suzuki Motor Company of 
Japan High li ghts of the collaboration* Marutl wri I manufacture vehicles which are now being 
made and sold worldwKie by Suzukr All improvements and advarKes which Suzuki makes on 
these vehicles >n Japan will be made available to Marutl for the next decade. Uniquely, the 
President of Suzuki wrll be a member of Maruti's Board of Directors Suzuki's equity-holding in 
Marutl will be a minimum of 26symbolic of their commitment to the ventur;. Suzuki will 
cram production and service persormei in japan. A senior tecnnicdi director from Suzuki will 
be fu 11 ti me on Maruti's Board, in charge of production. Two service specia lists from Suzuki will 
also be present to help maintain the international standards of Suzukl's customer service. 
Fact: in a sir>gle sweep. Marud will bring about a revolution on wheels, it's already begun. 
MAMin Utnoc UMITfD 
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NEW DELHI; An itrropolmtii av Ath^ 
ka Hat el has free run ol the place 
despite The heavy security cordon 
which has kept guests and visitors out. 
This is because many visiting dianitar* 
les and senior officials have elready 
met or have been asked lo meet the 
astropalmiac Mr R. Remekrishnaser> 
arhy Among his clients ere Emira. 
Kings and Presidents. The dignitaries 
believe thet Mr Sarathy can tdl better 
because of e whole string of correct 

f rodiccions made by the astropalmist. 

o name a few are the date and 
duration of the 1971 Indo-Pak war. 
Princess Bearria's ascending the 
thrunei (he fall of President Nixon, the 
Jenth of Pope Paul 1. the fall of Mr 
Malcolm Fraser and the election oi Mr 
Bob Hawke as Prime Minister of Au* 
straliii^Staresmen (Dandapani Pan* 
da. Bhubaneswar) 


NEW DElifl: Vou can huy an insur¬ 
ance cover for travelling without tick¬ 
ets in suburban (ruins in Bombay, said 
Mr Viswaiii P. Singh (Cong-I) in the 
Rnjya Sabhe. The member said he had 
learnt from reliable s^ources that a 


company was selling such an Insurance 
cover at the rate of Rs SI— per passen¬ 
ger per month. If a perwn so insured 
was caught travelling without a ticket, 
he could recover the fine he paid from 
the thsuredCe company. Mr Singh said 
the compeny was more than edetjuato- 
ly covert and was making lakhs and 
lakht of njpee>—Tymes of india (V. 
Radhakrishnjo. Madras) 


BELOADMe How do you tame a 
woman who gtims out to be a shrew 
and e real pali^ «v neck, raecJally 
se if she vbur fliotherdn law? A 
newly marrieo youth seemed to know 


ne«|ly marrieo youth seemed to know 
(hg way co keep his troublesome 
ffiocfier-ut-lev awey from meddling 
with his affeirs when he allegedly 

cboppe^ her nose. 

£xRrerr fijlltha Ananthenerayanen. 
HuWO , r 


WARANGAL; Made UuBi. a Lamba¬ 
da woman, delivered a baby in in 
R.T.C village bus on the outskirts of 
Bellikunte village near the city this 
morn^. The tnotlmr end the new- 
bom an safe. The woman who halls 
front Pedda Tmidi in Wardbannpet 
samltL wailed the i^iole night under a 
tree at the Parbeihagiri primary 
health cbnire which remained closed. 
With no prosiMct oi the PHC opening 
lodey. llatchi along with relatives 
bomded Warantal-bound bus even as 
she developed bhth peins. The bus 
was stopped after crossing BoUikunta 
and the passengers vecat^ as La (chi 
delivered a girl^-fmfiao Eaprrss (Syed 
Hussain, Kurnool) 


GANDHINAGAR’ A man who was in- 
vftived in a dacoity in Vachlibit village 
in Baroda disiricc on the night of 24 
February has got himecIF recruited in 
the police force bm is now in police 
custody. The Gujarat home minister. 
Mr Prabodh Kawal told the state 
Assembly on 5 March that the man was 
removed frotn the police force after 
his role in the dacoity came to be 
known. The sarpanch of the village 
was arrested after part of the looted 

E roperry was seitM from him, Mr 
awal said-^Sutesman <A. L Rawal, 
New-Dvlhi) 


vWflr|QUs LOntniCni 


BOMBAY' Vou may not believe it. but 
it. is true. Electric locomotives of long 
distance (rains of the Western Railway 
run at a stretch of 200 metres without 
power. As the trains reach Virar. the 
vubutban terminal in the north, the 
locomotives lower the pantography 
and raise it again at Vetama v^re a 
swiuh-over tokos place from direct 
current operating from Churchgate to 
Virarto alternate current. The railway 
authonties faced this problem in 1970 
whao they took up electrification from 
Virar to Ahmedabad on the Bombay- 
Delhi trunk route. Railway officials 
here said the problem was overcome 
with a simple solutioiwkceping the 
track between Virar to veterna 
'‘dead.** Jt was found that the trains 
can go ahead bn their own inomen* 
nttn—A/nn(a Barer Patrika (S. M. 
FakhrulUh. Comoh. Bihar) 


BOMBAY: The working housewives 
have little timg to spare. Yet the 
accommodation problem forces them 
to travel king distances to their place 
of work, taking away so much precious 
time. Many have wisely made use of it 
to catch up on chair needlework. 
Ticfc-a-tack go knitciog needles. 
But the latest occupation in the ladies 
compartment of the city's suburban 
railway is a pointer to the pressiu*c of 
time on the womeMotk. Many who buy 
vegetables for the evening meal on the 
way to the siurion, now carry kitchen 
knives in their bags so that ihe veget¬ 
ables are cut and ready for cooking by 
the time, they alight—rTimes of India 
(CD. Thakur. Bombay) 


This is not the lime for displaying 
numerical strength. When the 
time cones, 1 wnl show who is 
popular and who is not—5. Ban- 
sarappe in Proba 


1 feel jealous of the people of 
Karnataka for having such an affi 
cient chief minisrer^M.G. 
Ramechandran 


I do not believe in populist slo¬ 
gans or measures. Something con¬ 
crete needs to be done—Ramak- 
rishne Hegde 


The government should pay full 
atteuiion 10 genuine religious de¬ 
mands of Hindus, li was negotiat' 
mg un religious demands or other 
communities and there was no 
reo.mn that ihe Hindus should be 
taken for granted by it—Dr Karan 
gingh, president of the Viral Hin¬ 
du gams) 


Let us poor nation.': of the world 
unite. We have nothing to luse but 
our poverty—Julius Jayewar- 
denc, Rresioent of Sri Lanka 


Unless the non-aligned nuilons 
regain their unity and become 
truly independent from both Hast 
and West, there will never be 
.solutions 10 world problems— 
—Javier Perez de Cuellar, secret¬ 
ary general of the Vnited Nations 


Both on domestic and internation¬ 
al policy I w’ould ennsider the 
governments of Mn Thatcher and 
Mr Rcagun ro he u .step liack— 
John Kenneth Claihraith inter 
viewed in South 



Think of her aathe F lfi of tennis. 
Like that prodigious US fighter 
plane. Martina Navratilova embo¬ 
dies the state of the art. thu 
ultimate in technical refinement 
and combat performance-—Life 


The post a cnuritry fiom 
we luvv all emigidted—: 


we luvv all emigiated—: 
Ru slid It’ in .Vr//;J«iv Ohiei 





Wlieii tlie marketliig department la on 
and acconntlnjg ia on another. 

Introducing 

EPAX i 

in 1O/8S/0O llifi I 

III. pioneer oi India's • iMf. 

t6lephor>6S. exchanges /In 

and sophisticated com* |l|3 

municatioo equipment iljj 

presents EFAX {Elec* /ll| 

ifonjc Private Automatrc / 1 ff 

Exchange}, its latest j ^ 

venture in this field. , ‘IliiiMMMVlII 

W,. ,0,.5.50„200 ; iipaniii 



BPAX 

BlftlCSS 

bothwc^ 

easier 


Take a look at some of 
its special features: 

• Low Cost 
■ lowPowm 
m ProQrafnme Logic 
m FlexiOle Expansiort 
a Ring v«rt>en<free laoMy >n 

50/200 hnes 

m Ceuntrirwide network at 
after aatea teryf ce 



Tl 


Indian Telephone industriM Umlted 


i&MuMrnaooskyooovSeOOOi TeMTorw 16 leie^ 646 6222 


CommuiilcatlQO le our 
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fAY KAMI'S 
^^MUA ftlN 
ZfQRiN. 


I'M A5TUU(. 

M€zro$eux. 

POSMATlXiANP 
9l4ib&05U 
Tfiel»ftuio: 


^ V niW'i A»AT^NTA9 IN 

7H8«mANY PKOCNlCfA TNArS/* 
ADMANS AOMAN 


ANPThEftfMANSODN 
>1AVSAmiil66AttlM 
V iN«}^aAL«Mr 
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MICHAEL STEAN 


Veu Mepte wtte write Obtoii Ow fonw, 
loitf 0 frtend - w*H, torwter frtend - a iho 
Ovb. 4gn t tnow whoc fooo on to ob. Jwt 
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QUESTIONS 

1 Who were the perpeiralorf ol me My 
Uu maMcre ol 19667 

3. Who WA6 Kaleptoier? 

9. The KQB l4 one d ihe two SoviM 
orgpntephofu rtiponfiOlf t9r order end 
poeurNy. Which « the otfier? 
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TERENCE REESE 


4. rn oneme ahoobng ppitence. whai s a 
aaUd? 

5. What totenpona would a Ctod*plavar 
have in rmnd if h# hap a cold dedc^ 


jepjo paa a ap 
a w poPutiia /Ipaioea aprea p aoap 30 
jped t«ipep ppo t aouia/Ouii e aM O 9 

tiaufPd t appui 
dn ae|id ujn utopo iintj tjeuito f 9 



Tha Paveui rapaovy perdoya Duka WMom 
of Normandy aa eteantoiawan and wRli a 
aoed iw«d to hab raacMno well down hte 
terotoad. Soma to to# »iNa parmtea 
minted after No Mcaaaten to too EneUtoi 
iMona giv him a mowalaeha. tha only 
AatinctM teatura wMch tha monavto a 
war# ikilted anough to dopret to ihor 
ateratoypad royal portrolte It « eo erw to 
lhaaa aihwr panntea toot tha periraK on tola 
3S-Mnt9 atame fiem tha Waal Indian 
lalarte to Barbuda te band. Tha Marrw te 
orw of 4 lartea to 37 perirayine Eftolteh and 
trirteh mona r tow from WMkam I to Victoria. 


C. W» HILL 
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GEN. ERSHAD'S INDIAN FRIEND 


MINISTER 
WITHOUT A FLAT 


DURINC his stay in India for the 
NAM, iht Bangladesh President 
(•en. Er^had went on an evening 
vitn in a house in a South Delhi 
colony. Tht.* purpose of the Presi* 
dent's visit was subjeci of much 
speculation. The President was. in 
Ian, payitig a courisey call im an 
old irienJ, who had l>e<n his hatch* 
male ui ihv National Defence Cul 
lege ifjun. Krshad had visited ihe 
presiigiiiuv institution in New Delhi 
iti the Sevenlieb a Bangladesh 
arniv officer) The old friend was 
none ocher than Mr Jaspal Singh, 
the controversial police commit- 
sioner of Baroda Mr Singh was on 
leave and smni almost a week in 
the capiial iiiiniig the Non Aligned 
Summic 


THE commerce minister, Mr Vith* 
wanath Pratap Singh, has failed to 
get an official bungalow despite 
being sworn in two months ago. He 
continues to live in his orivate flat 
in a South Delhi colony. Two 
houses, Dccupipd by former minis¬ 
ters. were allotted to Mr Singh, buf 
neither of the former ministers 
want to vacate their bungalows. 
And the works and housing minis* 
try does not have the courage to ask 
these ax-cabinet ministers, one of 
whom happens to be a former state 
chief minister as well, to leave their 
houses. Since the Congressfl) 
assumed power in January i980i 
the normal rules pertaining to the 
alluimeni of bungalows were 
Ignored. Seniority in the Parlia* 
ment or status, like being a former 
minister, either in the centre or in 
the stete. was not followed. As a 
result, several voung firsc*term 
MPs. who normally would not have 
qualified for allotment of bunU' 
lows, Ml them. The result of the 
lop-$i»d policy is now beinf felt. 
Apart from new cabinet ministers, 
many senior officers, of the level of 
secretaries, are being denied choir 
due accommodation as bungalows 
are not available. 


(ien. ErUiad; vfwting friends 


MAN VS MACHINE 


A Sidelight uf the Nun Aligned 
Summit which has come to light 
nim makes the ele<’trimics age look 
stupid. Ms Penny, the British ex¬ 
pert hired by the goveinmenc for 
pr<»viding secretarial und rransla* 
tiun facilities, was amazed to find 
that the aiitomaiu collation 
machine imported bv her failed 
against the speed of the Indian 
Ifvons. Ms Penny had lured electro¬ 
nic equip ment from abroad at a 
vtsv high cost. But when her auto- 
main collaiion machine wasunabJa 
ii> provide the sets of the docu¬ 


ments fast enough, an irate Indian 
official offered the services of his 
trained peons. Thereafter, the Brit¬ 
ish lady decided lo depend on 
manual collatum.. In India, electro¬ 
nics seems to he destined to bow 
down to man. During the Andhra 
Pradesh and Kernaraka elections, 
the young managers of the Congres- 
s(l) had relied heavily on Ihe com 
pucer which they installed at I, 
Akbar Road (attached to the PM's 
residence) to gaug« the peoples* 
mood. But the results 

proved otherwise 


SUNNY DAYS 
AHEAD? 


DELAYED FELICITATION 


rifp resolution cungratulaiing Mrs 
(».indhj on her becoming the chair- 

i ierson of NAM (the non-Aligned 
which was adopted by the 
Eok Sabh.t on 2Z March, had a 
i hequered record. Initially, the rul¬ 
ing party had sought tn have the 
resiilution moved by the speaker, 
Mr Bdlram Jakhar, soun aAer the 
House rea.ssombled after the reces.s 
for ihe NAM. But finding a lack of 
unanimity among the members, the 
speaker refused to oblige. Later, 
the move was brought forward as a 
private members' resolution by Mr 
Kama! Nath and Prof. K, K. Tewari 
of the Congress(1). Mr Nath had 
been a member of the Indian de¬ 
legation to the summit. Before he 
could move the resi^uiion 

Mr Harlkesn Bahadur (DSFi 

light-heartedly asked the chair to 
ailnw him to move a resolution* 
congratulating Mr Kama! Nath. As 
he himself said, he was felicitating 
Mr Nath "for successfully man¬ 
oeuvring the situation to get bis 
name included in the delegati<mto 
NAM.'* 
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Bntnm Jnkher 
ccngratuintcry resoiutton 


THE capital Is agog with rumours 
about an impending mid-term poU, 
The grapevine started buzzing after 
successive deficit state budgets in 
the Con^ss(])-ruled states were 

C resented without any new taxes 
eing levied. After that, word 
started circulating about a new 
scheme, nicknamed "Project Ten.” 
What is ‘'Project Ten"? No. it is no 
substitute for (he Prime Minister's 
20 *point programme (neither the 
old nor (he revised oneL It is said to 
he simply aimed at collecting party 
funds. And the target is put at Rs 
7S0 crores. to be collected in 7$ 
days, which makes the average cot* 
lection to be et the rate of Rs IP 
crores a day. The plan is aimed et 
coUeeting funds for the next Lok 
Sabha elections (there are S42 con¬ 
stituencies) and for keeping a 
serve for* the post-poll perrav^' 
Apparently, the leaders of tne per- 
which is involved in "Project 
an.” are far-eigbted. They think 
not only of the present but of the 
future as well. And they certainly 
believe in the dicrun: Make hay 
while the sun ehinei. 

0. E. NIZAMUODIN 
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Vimal Suitings 

All the very best for the season. 




Fabrics that breathe freeJy. 

Cofnputer*inatched shades ranging from elegant 
pasteJs to rich deeps. Finished to perfection by 
European and Japanese process technotogy. 

Natural elegance for day^to^ay 

fashions. ^rUlJ 
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In Majestic Blend 

with Power 
and Personality 
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New, gentle Dettol eoep. 

Give ynur family (ts loving care. 
The care for skin and complexion. 

For cleanliness and health. 
Everyday. 

The love and care of Dettol soap. 
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Give your family the lovingcare of Dettol soap. 




How do you honoui 
and make a mark in the 



With a sound corporate philosophy 
blended with strategic planning 


For Mysore Sales International, the 
motivation has always been the consumer. For 
bettering products. And innovating marketing 
techniques. After all. MSI L has a commitment 
to fulfill. Better value at acceptable prices. TNs 
corporate commitment, effectively blended 
with sound management and marketing 
strategies, has helped MSIL. over the years 
-to wm over consumer confidence and also 
make their presence fe(t in the market 

Take a case in POINT: When MSIL 
launched POINT, a p»‘emium detergent in the 
market, it was pitted against giants. But MSIL, 


MCA/MSIL'60 


through Its credible advertising, honest 
propositions and user benefits was able to win 
ov^ its consumers. This resulted \r> helping 
stabilisation of detergent prices and more 
utiJI^ benefits. 

MSIL has carried through its philosophy 
and innovative marketing techniques in its 
wide range of consumer products. Like. Total 
Detergent Bar Sansar Detergent Powder. 
Sandalwood toilet soap. Jasmine toilet soap - 
and more. 

The consumer, can now look forward to 
the ever diversifying pro6\jct range, like 
processed foods Pckles^Snd a host of others. 

MSIL is always on the move, seeking 
newer challenges. And finding original and 
innovative solutions to them. MSIL is beyond 
marketing. 



commitments 
market ? 



Mysore Satee Namflilonfli IMM 

MSIL House 

36 Cunrvn^w Read Bdogalore 560 052 
BofriMy. CalcuRa* Delhi.Medras* London (UK) 
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Now in a new pack 
with a new taste ana extra foam. 


Neem Toothpaste now contains extra foam to 
spread the antiseptic strength of neem 
herb and oils more effectively. 

And a new flavour that ^ 

leaves a fresh, clean taste. 

Your family needs your 
love and care. And 
you need the help of 
Neem to keep their 
teeth strona and .ril 
guma hea 








Look out 
fof the 

e_ j 


The worid’t tint horbol toothpaste. Born In Indie 60 yean ago. 
A CALCHEMICO product for 9uabty*con«doua curtoncn 





Now is the Ume 
Time to sit back 
Put up ^ur feet 
Time to relax 
Sit back and relax... 



Make this the happiest time of your di 

DHnkfna Chocolate 
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Tfm ceovitiM of the depertmem of elecftowci of tfio povom* 
mot^t of Indio, whicb Iho Phmo Miniotor t>ood8, ore ehroudod lo 
MC^y moroiy to hido tho corrupbCA Ihot Am ooyond it. Even 
miniotors of $lato and dopgty rnnittoro Mugood to tha 
dopo'tiTioni nova no tccasi to coflam infomcHon imco a irnaH 
band of officar« wno waiid conaidafabia dout with iha PM have 
manogad lo kaap (ha irrapulajitiaa away from har And. any 
minisiar who Iriaa to uma^ iht mystodM m Iha dapofVnani. 
aa hoppanad •<> iha caaa oi Mr CP.N. Singh, la matandy 
ramovad from tha depaimant Shgbhabraia Bhattacharya 
investigatas. Pigt II 


In a langihy iniarviaw ahar baing LjnearamonoMSiy ousted from 
hli post aa axacuhva editor of iha /ndKan Express m November 
1982. Arun Shourla Bpaaks on kivasiigabva joumoiiani. the 
reasons for his sacking, iha iroublaa ha faced with S. Nihei 
Sirgh and the chaotic state of the /nchan Capress managamani 
Sunday raproducaa Ihia iniervlaw from Pacafs. Pi9i 29 
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Goeaip sweat and aour/Khuahwant Singh 11 
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Ufa at and ahar Exprasa'intaryaw with Arun Shouna 26 
Puna rekvas iha horrors o1 I976^0iga TaMa 38 
Qandni|i*s saif*Ahpoaad sadusion m 1926/Madhu Umaya 52 




‘I grew up with a compkax that i ww ugly’^niervlaw with Imran 
Khw) by Taviaan Singh 44 


MVIITIOATIM 


The plight of temporary darks of Madras unheroiiy/Anha 
Pratae 4a 


news 


Janata wwt KamauKa l.agiataiiva Couhdi smis/A Spadai 
Corraspondant 56 

A fledgling mmatry'a winga are dippad'BMma Buha 
A miaeon waK accempaahe^amod Khandaparkar 
WiH Iha MuaHm laagua laetlona uniia7/A. Asad 
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Four paraona saotancad to death in 1976 for a airing of hairtous 
murdart they co mmfnad In Pune are ^ M be hanged. WhNa 
dWzena of Puna era becoming Increaiingiy parturbad over d>a 
delay n the axacuusn of the aantfhcaa. ihe acoiaed have bean 
•ending pafMons to varlout muMnm to eonvnuta ihalr aaatft 
eontanoMtoWaimprlaonmani. OlgaTaNarapofta. Page II 


Cover trvtsparency of Imran Khan by Gian Parkash and of 
Aron Shouha by Muicaah Parpiarv 
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AnM ewe. AMweaM: Tuahar Bnad. 
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OPINION 



Biased movement 


T he cover vioiy, Kmh. Mui 

cluitly 127 Mjjch) md<iv mivrvsi* 
jn^ reiiJiiift The v.iibus |MohU>m^ 
ini( I he non*kiliuneJ nudom v,vrv 
unolysed The ne<’e»suy of Muh sum* 
inii» canntK he uiutv rM'ojetl. stnte i<’m 
sion foMinit Kii^t* over the tv<»ilU 

Shull OVffffl Singh. Chituirsiiii.iii 


Coaerncuiucion^i to Sum>av tor yvc 
another brilliant cover slory. The vum- 
mil wa« we I! cuvercO 

M Cn^ntiiing.im. N'iiihi 


The cover ^loiy ie,id more like a rov 
ernrnem handout Thi* tvhide summit 
was clothed in hvpocri>y ['ho nen 
chairperson, after thisihr her own 
country** defence hudRot. called for a 
Ulubai rcducHon of arm*. Moreover, 
the USA wav voverely crilicived at iho 
meclinR. whervuv out a firiMor wav 
raised again si the Soviet Union, Mrs 
Gandhi defended The Soviet invaMun of 
AfghanisiHft more effactively than 
President Ca«iro could do at Havana. 
SvnDAY for once did resort to biased 
reporting. 

£>. SinAa. Calcutta 


SiiNhAV failed to give its readers a 
balanced view of the seventh non- 
aligned summit. Like many other jour* 
nals. it sang hymns in praise of Mrs 
Gandhi. The relevance of ihe non- 
aligned movement cannot be over* 
looked, but most of iis members have 
aligned themselves to one superpower 
or the other. While one can understand 
declaration* crxicitmg the USA's role 
in West Asia, one fails lo aopreciate 
the silence maintained over the Soviet 
Union's presence m Afghanistan. This 
is nothing but double-aealing. 

K. G. /ayaprakerh. Chowghm (Kerah) 


The non-iluned movement has lost its 
relevance The member countries are 
under the shadow of the superpowers. 
S M. BagiMlah. Cafeutra 

M 


This has reference lo Udayan Sharma's 
rv|>ort. frre^uisjfiie of^ixiiian. The 
author rightly mcniioned thai the 
opposition panics like the Janata and 
the Lok Dal could have easily passed 
rt*sulutintts in favour of an effective, 
dlcri and si rung nuii*aligncd move* 
ment. Murenver. a const ructivv uppnsi* 
lion IN always helpful lu any dc*m<KTa* 
lie priKCNS It IS a pity thai the upf>o*i 
lion m iiiir country behaves in such a 
reckless jneNiMirtNible fashion. 

5n I sit. It.I fiAovA. 24 Piiri’an.is (H'est 

When L'davun SliJima prais^^d Mrs 
G.iihllii fur hc'i claiity nl conicpi vis-a* 
VIS foreign poliiv, he was eiiher una* 
Wtiie ol I he pro Moh'ow till in India's 
foreigti piiliiv <*r he r<«i had Mined the 
pro*Mos<<iw fobliy which U .iiways vuc* 
ai in i|s siipiKui fur Mrs Gandhi's 
MMatli d niiii alignvd pulicieK. 


Mr Sharma's article made me feel 
that any opposition to this non-aligned 
movement is irresponsible. Instead of 
repeating time and again that every* 
body in India supports the movement. 
Mr hharma should have given reasoned 
replies to the criticisms against the 
ouR-alignvJ movement. 

Mamcndra. Patna 

Kcwal Varmu's ariiclc. The ivara^afrrar 
.s*hy/(K’Jc, was In Used. He condemned 
the USA for enmonflc domination, but 
he did not utter a word against ihc 
Soviet Union Again. Mr Varma refer* 
led to the rule uf the USA in the 
UNCI'Af). 1 Mb and 111 Ihe Uiandi Omi 
inisiiion. hut he ilevyrly ignored ihe 
cause* behind I he USSR's boycoir of 
these organisaiiums. Mrs Gandhi func* 
lioned as u Sneiet .igent ir the non* 
aiigiied meet 


P U.i.sudeejn, Hour ah 

Marvellous 


H alt idf to I. S. Johar lot ihi* lucid 
one aci plav, Sate tjhjti sv ache Aa 
127 Marc hi l1te leaders ol Si soas 

would hate iK’en deprived ol a leallv 
incaiMngrnL biI*inous piece <»f writing 
bad M not l>ec*n pnhhslud 
.S'ofor’o .Scvrgo/ifa. fongra 

1 S J(ih<ir's IS a m.irvelluus plav Civdii 
g.N s ir» St SI) xc for having publiNhed it 
Adiun KAa/jf. AhgMh 

A r.ini.isuc play. Keep il up, St miss. 
H.imsivh.indrj fnthithy. Afadras 

I he subrfe* humour in .Sart* Jahan se 
ircAcAa made inteiestiiiK reading. 
iTease oblige us bv persuading Mr 


Petty 

M It haul Da I Vi's lepcut, ifim rAev 
.fvtd Ihhp fHishi <2U March), was 
icullv absorbing Siiut* G.ivaskar has 
now iH'some lainous fur such axingsit 
XVill niK lie improptfr to call him Cav- 
.uier. 

C' .SritlAar, .M.idras 

Michael Dalvi right I v expused ihe 
ireatmeni meied oul to Dushi, 1 unly 
hope that the report scrs'vs as an 
vyeopener fornur biased selectors. It is 
time they realised Gavaskar's true 
character. 

S'uvas UAaudAurf. Asartaof 


.Juh.ir to coiitribuii' rccui.irW. si me he 
IS the only person wnn seeim lu be 
ruthlessly frank 

\irm \a(h Siii/ih untf Vin.iy .S'fngA, 
i>Aanfiad 

Ml Johar is aeiihcr an .iitor mir u 
piker lie Ji a sjoit. Frum his fihhy 
tongue f]iiw “divine'' troths. 

{' J M AIIm’i'is, Oangiok iSikkim i 

1 b. .lohar's play has proved ihv thvniy 
that filimtaMiirncd psilciiiMns rule the 
I'Mist these Jays 1 am afraid that after 
19*^, 19AS IS coming snon>-i» mher 
words, wc are going (n have another 
Kmergency. 

K Corel}'. Keonjhar f(h i.s«a) 


politics 

reflected the iifi hciween the iw<> 
plaveis. In the second Test. Doxhi was 
delilK'ratcly under used. Kver Asil 
[qbal cummeiiied afier ihe Test lhai 
Gavaskar must bavu had personal 
reasons for nut using Diishi. Such petty 
pul il ICS can only destroy Indian cncket. 
Soumitra Bh.ttiarharyya. Cauhsii 

The decision tu drop Uihp Uoshi from 
the Caribbean tour was unjust. I wun* 
der whai Pankaj Roy was doing when 
the decision was taken. Was he a puny 
to I he ‘remove Dushi campaign?' 

P. K. Afjtra. Allahabad 


Congratulaiinns tu Sukpav for yei 
another brilliant report. It was really 
painful to learn that Doshi alone had to 
bear the but den of India's bumiiiaiing 
defeat in Fakisian. It was also surpris¬ 
ing that the spent force. Venkat.re* 
placed Dilip Doshi who is definitely at 
the peak uf his career. I also wonder 
why Kiran More was preferred toother 
seasoned wicketkeepers like Surinder 
Khanna or S. Vlswanath. This merely 
speaks of the slate of affairs in Indian 
cricket. 

DAarmrndra Sinha Ray, Cuuaek 

Gavaskar's attitude towards Doshi in 
the recently concluded Indo Pak series 


Il wak Subhis Gupta who captured 149 
Test wickets and not Subhas Gupra as 
mentioned. Moreover. Kapil Dev play¬ 
ed 34 Test matches from the time Doshi 
made his debut at Madras in 1979*I9flO 
to the end of the I'akisiani series. 

C K. Subramimam, Madras 

In my report there was a small though 
significant omission in the teat, I had 
intended to sty that I raced Doshi's 
performance above that of Bedi's be* 
cause Doshi captured wickets without 
iha assistance of good closa in catch* 
mg. This certainly does not mean that I 
rata Doshi above Bedi. 

Michael Dalvi, Calcutta 







Tone down, Mr Shahabuddin 


S ytfd Shd ha bud cl Ill's >ina lysis, Mts 
'<> 4 ndhi and ihr vurn^O 

M.11CI1) w^is timely. TUe elect nips aic 
almost round the lornvr and Mis 
Cundhi-^llic shiew tuciicun that site 
is—has begun rivetiiiij: her eyes on 
the B.IF, Hiiibi* v|it can no Umuer 
bank on what is l>eing termed a> 'the 
Muslim vole * Tht nnpoiuncv Ik'iuk 
given to Auil Hcliuri Vajpavec by rhe 
AIK IS ample cviileitcc of Mrs (him 
dhi's in trillions Mrs (hmdiu should 
know thut the Muslims ulin have 
remained in hidin idici purtiiion 
have done so bv 1 hojc* And ilie day 
tliev aie niaiU* to lev! that thvv have 
nia«le ihe oiou^ choue, ihr \ei\ 
fabric of Indian secularism will lie 
loin to inei'vs 

7 <Mivn S.iltiu. AhuM'h 

The S(*n ilitv ot the Indian MnsUms is 
ihs* cuiis<Mil then pieseniplndii Mrs 
(hcndhi's |,i< Iks In M no Miisliin 1 oles 
IS ntnhing slim I nr bliiikinail U hat 
the Musliiris neccl at ilu« stae.e is a 
Ktrong ivadei; hut soiiv. not some 
one like Mi Sli.ihalMiddu; 

SV( d/o/kaioairi .thnn i/. .Vrii Ikdlii 

Ml Sluihahudiiio'-. is.i' a IwilJ analssis 
of the Mnshin v«»ie Mis (.aiiilhi has 
eiciv iiirlil In |M«iiMse lim nun lailh. 
|>|o\'iil< r|it rior Mi'i inunii le uilh lh>> 
corn t>] 11 ot seiiil.MisMi Mnui.ui. ih>' 
hiaiul nt i'Mi I niisMi s«hi« h liu* MSS .nnl 
Ainu ><ims(| hehme nl. spnalis <ii nn 
roU'i aiUi* iijul ‘In.'vi 1 r»tnnnin.ihsiii 
NoiiviilisiaiKlnn: ifiv Kui ih.ii .1 Im nl 
Hindus e<n hei I, no sane iH isnii can 
uive niou' iin|MMiatu (' lo a emv than a 
huih.iii licniit in iiiMilr and sl.nothiei 
human broiL's tot iln> >. 4 ke ot 1 tru>« m. in 
put IT millliv C|l||le Stlipid 
/.nemK' .•Hi.mn cA rnri.n^ 

i'll a UK'a I e\ti 111 M' Shahabat'din was 
cuireci in hrs anabsts Seuv ini;, ih</ 
'coiuluci ol tIu' Miisliin 101 its has 
() loved ih.o pu lei elite is mvai'ialdv 
KI veil tn a Muslim lA.'ai:ue tamUd.ae. 
provided hr has a lau chain 1 ol win¬ 
ning In (he aiiseiue such a eandi- 
dale, the voles gn in .inv Miisbni whii 
slands on aiiv tii'kei. piovuletl he has o 
fdir chiince of winning. Uiis explains 
whv ihc Muslims at two cniisiiluencKs 
voted for Muslim unulidtites of (he KJI* 
in ihu recent Delhi elec (inns Had the 
B.II' pul up Hindu candidaie*. Jl would 
noi liuvc got anv Muslim voics. 

rhv third pielei vnce gt Muslim vnic> 
was tile Cncigrc'ss nil 1^77 Kow ihv 
Muslims have started vhocvMnu candi¬ 
dates frutii c»(hei panics ni «i bid to 
make It dvai lu Mrs (hmJhi tliai she 
should Clot lake them i<u gi.intt-d. h is 
iibnndanriy clear chat 1 he* Muslim snie^ 
as 11 Muslim. 1101 an Indian ni a 
(onpessman nr a vonnnum^i Uis 
luyaliy is 10 tiis religuin and his i;«>in- 
mumiv, OUT Tn onv pairs nr ihe coimrry. 

Biilitij MMfliok. AV ir 

I wish to protest Hpitiisr th« remark 
made by MrShahulniddin ir the fifth 
par^gnipbcif hts ankle ("Th« Hindu 
manses have learnt to bend like grasis 


and lie low when honcemen trample 
Mr Shahabuddin has proved 
himself a fanatic. He has outdone 
Aurnng/eb in his faiiaiicisni. It is 
clear that he is trying tu whip up 
cpjnmunal passions. Feupte Itke him 
should lie sent to uii asvlunt. 

C*. V'. Kama Knshitit PuttULet. Kotij- 
k.id.ien (Kt^rahl 

Mr Sluihalniddin tiled to tear Mis 
tiandhi to shreds in an almitive 
.lUemni to wixi the Muslim votes 
liiiiisell, h was difficult to iippreciuie 
his views wkihnui reservations. To 
iK'gin wnth. (here is rw> orgimisatioti 
bv the name ol Vishal Hindu 
Panshed. there is- however, one 
which i> called V'islitva Niiulii 
Panshiid. Stnomllv. Mr Shahabuddin 
blamed the KSS and the Vlshwa 
lliiulu P.Mjsh.id anil Saminelan toi 
the Meeiui and Moradabiul nut) 
when iic'ithvi of (heiii had any thing 
to do w’llh Ihi* disinrbaricc*s hvein 
Imam Bnkhari has not held them 
lesixnisible Kuilher. Mr Shahabiid 
dill assTTfed that the Hindus have 
learnt lu In*nil like giass. while 
ajiprei laiing ihis lemaik. I wish lo 
iMiint oiii that itthe Hindus had not 
iH’liecml III that philosnpliv which 
was |)»iss«>d on lo them hv land 
K odd ha. ncighliounng cuniitiics like 
.'\fgliailistaii. Pakislan. Kaiiglad<>sh 
a ml Hurnia would nut have ex I sit'd 
lodav 

I aglet' with Mr Shahabuddin 
when he s,kvs that forcible sierilis4i' 
tiun IS an insuli 10 huniaiiicy Bui n is 
also worth noting that the iMipulaiiuii 
of India lx increasing rapidly imtaci, 
Ihe biithrate among Miixliiris is 
much higher than that of Hnidnsi. So 
whv should the lltndus alone inae 
iisi* lamdy planning*'' Aie the Mus¬ 
lims dreaming of cluing wh.it then 
Inelhten did m Indonesia^ 

II was w’lutig uf Ml Sliahahuddin in 
.'s.iv that ill Mujadalud the police 
o|K'ned fire un the Muslims while 
they were mtenng piayeis In real¬ 
ity. the police o|>ened fire in self- 
defence when they wore attacked bv 
the Muslims. He further claimed th.ii 
the Muslimx in India arc ecoiiomicni- 
Iv weak: how then dues Mr Shah a 
buddin explain (he md^rnomiiig of 
mosC|uec and mjda/.s.i.s in the coun¬ 
try? And if the BJP i> follmvmg the 
ideology’ of Hegdvwar. hmv does Mi 
Shahabuddin explain the presence 
of people like Mr Sikamfor Bakht 
and -15.000 Muslim workers nl Bihar 
in the BjP’ 

AbimAityu. Aforadalud 

Viom Mr .Sha ha bud din's arguments 
it appears a> though Muslims are the 
only sufferers m this country. Kray, 
wliat are his. or his communny's 

K ievunces? I luivc prepared a rougli 
t from his previous articles that 
have appeared in different news 
magazines in (he recent past: 


1 . Since independence. Muslims 
have lieen treared ns secomi class 
ciiizc-ns 

2 . Muslims are not given their due 
share in civil and defence services. 

. 3 . Muslims are being harassed by 
(he (Xilice. govurnmunt olticials and 
politicians. 

4 . In terms of education, the Mus¬ 
lims are «'iv backwaref as (hey were 
vearx ago. The govermnent has not 
done anything about it. 

5 rconomicollv too, (he* Muslims 
aiv loiivring The govciiiiiiem has 
dune nolliing. 

(*, The Wai^f buanl is hot allowed 
tu film t mil iiuiepemU'oily. 

, 7 . The m gm ernmeut i-. not giving 
rieimiAsiun 10 vet ui> moic MiisMin 
iiiMviTsHies like ilii' unv in Aligarh. 

K bamily planning is being forced 
on Muslims. 

In short, .ill Ihe ills hoing suffered 
bv the Muslims arc lausesl Iw oiliers. 
(4*1 us take the jssiu-s uiie by one: 

1 This feeling ot being second 
class cituetis IS unbuinded. It arise^s 
Trom the guilt ol pinrition 

2 . Any u<oid would piove this is a 
lie Nik one can iluiin lo lutve any 
paiiunUir light toi aov pailiculai 
I MIS I. the svUi’Tinn depend*! cm sheer 
niei It 

<. fills com|ilmm IS the same as 
ihuse ot liam.ius, iiibals, n.ixahtes, 
Ixoirls-ggeis. simi|OiloiN and dissatis. 
lied polilici.ins. Ibeic is nothing 
eNceplional alouii Musbnis us such. 

4 . Neither the govern men I noriinV' 
line s.in be held lespoiisilde fur this. 
Kuinng exie|iti<ios 111 nibaii aicas, 
no Muslim giil is jiluived tu aiicnd 
school. The mii 7 /ahs. or moidri.v run 
ths’iniwii;ii,id./rs'.fsiii whii h (inly the 
pur.m IS taught The ili merit ary 
knowledge of wiiIiok and le.idingii 
mil ini|)aiieil Wivtvwul ilii;ni send 
ilien <Uih!um to schoul This is the 
pi.ictice r|f ativmie luices them to 
.iriend sdimd. it is immeduiiely 
taken as an encioachmeiit on their 
imnoticy rights j 

T Muslims are nut the ooK ucono. 
tnicallv backward |K‘opk* in India. 
There are hundreds and ihousandx 
who aiv worse off. The goveinmont 
alune lamioi bo blamed for this. The 
(>cople arc as much responsible for 
ihis state of atf.iiis 

B In Ihe name of loligtous auton¬ 
omy the svork dune by the Waqf 
lK>ard is m rho records of the intelli¬ 
gence deixiriments. <lt is better not 
to discuss the mdTier.j 

7 . rhete is no dearth uf 11 n 1 vet si- 
ties III India And two c'unnimia! 
1111 jverso ivs lAhg.nli Mu-^lim Vm- 
versitv and ihe Ksmaras Hindu Tni- 
versityi jie more ihuii emiugh ni 
India 

H. It the Muslims du not heed llic- 
in tern .It in II a I w’jriiing agai nst 
population explosion, then frankly. 
j( IS their own biismess. 

X'. S ITatrier. hhit/iAs 
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RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE 



On 19 April. Ramakrishna Heg^e completed 100 days as the chief minister of the 
first ever non-Conpress government in Karnataka. How has his goveimment 
performed? How different is his government from the previous ones? KHADRI 
SHAM ANN A. editor of Kannada Prabiiaand the doyen of Kannada journalism 
takes a close look at the first Janata government after the crash of 'SO. 


I ( wiis liiticllv «iUHpici<»u< he* 
i^inniriK lor the !>(>•>'« 
oe^ rtM R ii n ii k ri.<h m K 
Poilfividlv. he in an mmcmvi* 
dhle (Kixitiiiri. Hiii own piiity, 
The dul not haw An ahM>Uit« 

imi.ioiiry In the House The hre.ik 
uw^y Kr«nt( ruction nf Sorah 

Buiiftiirjpiiii introduced further un- 
ceriuintv 1>V disowning the merger of 
the Kiuati with the Janutu 

Piiriv. The ft I, St l>it ot good news for 
HeK<le cume when mu>t of the Krunti 
Hung.i MLAs joined Hegde «ind 
ncccptcd the cohitict posts offered tu 
them. Among 2i mini.ster» in hh 
cehinei now', as many as ten be* 
longed lo the Kiuiiri |[«gde 

initiddy irivd to won BAiigarjppa. 
but when he failed hv did not shy off 
from the challenge, llir first round 
of the Hegde Bjngaruppa fight went 
to Hegde on potius when Bangarap* 
pa neither became deputy chief 
miiijstor nor could he mu:ttcr enough 
support to destabiJise the govern¬ 
ment. 

But just when the Janaia govern¬ 
ment appenred to be nettling down, 
came the Tnnkere byelection. The 
election for this constituency had 
been countermanded following the 
death of the Congressd) candidate a 
few days before the January Assem¬ 
bly elections. The Heg<le*led Janata 
Party was on a sticky wicket. Its 
official candidate was a Bangarappa 
follower (he was later disowneef ny 
Bangarappa). And not, unexpected¬ 
ly, ihereiore, the Congre«s(l) won 
this Assembly seat. 

But undaunted by the Tarikere 
defeat, Hegde startt^ consolidating 
his government and promoting a new 
brand of administration which was 
not only in shaip contrast to Cundu 
Rao's style of lunciionmg but was 
also aimed at helping ihu weaker 
sections of society. He announced o 
series of relief measures for the 
poor, while ensuring that those who 
wanted to meet him to redress their 
grievances were welcome to do so. 


This po>vd.a problem for his two 
ar^h enomicwihe Congiosvtl) and 
S Bangarjp|>a~as they could hardly 
find any insuu on which to criticise 
him And whut ihvy nlvo <ImI not 
leaiisi' was ihnt ihvv could no longer 
take the vup|Kiri of their own MLAs 
for grained, and to find this out they 
did luA have to wait fot long 
In the vice I ions to iwo vacant 
I egi slat i v« cou nci 1 seat x < t h u vacancy 
was caused by the election of two 
ruling party council members to the 
Asvemolyb Hecdo succeeded in 
humiliaiing b(»tn Bangarappa and 
the Congres$(f> led by Veerappa 
Molly, who was number two in Gun- 
du Rao's cabinet. Bangarappa and 
Moily together set up two rich Con* 
gressfl) activists as independent 
candidates to fight the ruling party 


numinees for the council seals. The 
result wiiN ii disaster foi them. Not 
merely did they lose but their candi¬ 
dates got lets votes than the <ifficial 
strength ut their alliance 

At least a doten Congressd) and 
three Raiigu MI.As defying the party 
whip had either voted for the Janata 
Partv candidates, or delil>eraleJy in* 
validated their votes. 

Hegde. apparently, was preparing 
himstflt for ine buttle for qiiitu some 
time The first thing be did alter 
liecoming chief minister was To show 
that he would be h chief minister 
who cnuld command the national 
spoil ight. He convened a meeting of 
the southern chief ministers at Bang¬ 
alore only 11 days before the council 
elections wore due. The extraordin¬ 
ary success of the meeting added to 


TVie fi>»r <Jiiy Rtmskrtihna Htfgde l>eing sworn fn 






Kanakpura: A crucial test 


K aiiakpura is not a pkue ol ^old 
the name liierally imidies. 
AJihou^h ‘kiTuateJ on (ho /(in^se'* uf 
(lie spiawlin^t Bafigalnro icly. j( in 
yocuallv one o| the most backwjid 
areas in the state R.iriinK j **t«iie 
hixhu’ay which iuiin tliiniii>h the 
clistriit (hero is no tarred tuad in 
rlio aioj, Dniikm^ water in Ncaue 
Power siipplv is viriuallv ru*n- 
etiNleiit. The loiesis wliivh li.id 
oiii'o lieeii the pride of the pl«ue 
he VO I won iteiiioli'il hv Kfet^dv loii' 

trastoiN And ihimtth It in one of (lie 
(hi 00 Ki.iior v»Ik pi'iKhiitiit; voniioN 
ot the stale tit .ucounts 1 <h alHiuc 
(on |>«*r cent of i|ie pioditition ot 
I ihe famous IkiiiitaJoie sdki.iheiv is 
onlv orio mill in iho entire aioa lot 


mosr the ConMis*ssi|) candidate lx* 
fiom aimini; the viikkalijita ^ A look 
at the coiniM^Miion ol the clecloraio 
m the constituency provides the 
answ'ti 01 aiHiui hh.llUU voters, he 
tween .17.IKK) are vukkali' 

eas IIua is sipiilicain in a suite 
IVhere the caste faetor lias always 
plasvd an impoiiant pait In puli' 
Ins. insUiove. all the chict 

inmisieis of the stale hvfoio Mi 
l»evaiai l‘isvn ie from eiihei of the 
two m.i|oiitv ciininiunities—the 
lllll^|\.lts Ml the vokk.iliKav Ue* 

vaiai I'is ikdoimed l<i a hack ward 
coiniriiiinc The tw’ochief miinsriMs 
who soLceedv'd him. Imih (iundu 
K.u> atiil Uamakiishna Ueude. are 
In ahmiiis 


Kesde's sUTure both at the national 
and state levels. Tn many in Karnata¬ 
ka who had so long been suffering 
Delhi’s whims and numinees silently, 
he appeared to be the man destined 
tu restore to them their self-respect. 
And Hegde also presumably gained 
quite a few admirers among the 
peopJe sitting in (be opposiiiun bon* 
che$. os is evident, from the re.vults of 
the council elections. 

He was at his host during the 
budget session. The opposiiion led 
by The Moily-Bangarappa dun, could 
hardly match the wit. sarcasm and 
erudition ditplayed hv the Janata 
CM. In fact nn many occasions Hegde 
mode this dun look like buyscouts 
groping in the dark. Iiihpiteof its 
impressive HI members in the 
House, the Cinigressdi novel Jouked 
like posing any serious urubtvm for 
llegde. The opposition leaders had 
not dniie their homework wcU often 
they wtmid criticise ihv J•m<ua gov* 
ernmeni for imrsumg wnh the meu* 
Mires initiated by the previous Con- 
gresv(J) governinviu and make fools 
of themsedvos. Molly, who <les<’rihfil 
the think tank of eminent econom 
ists, sncial scientists and adrninivtia* 
tors appointed by Hegde to advix* 
him on impurtaiit policy matters as 
the *'stink lank" had lo eai his own 
words when Mrs (landhl nppuintod a 
similar body of counsellors a fort' 
night later He* was again caught on 
the wrong foot when Mrs (kindhi 
diinounccd the appuintrnent ol the 
Sarkariu (ommissum. Till then Moilv 
was telling the Assembly that the 
southern council formed ofier the 
meeting of the southern chief minis' 
ters had sinister implicaiioiis. 

And yet. ficgdr, who is also the 
finance minister should have been 
in some trouble. Saddled with the 


Heurlf pj eventing rhe srjie ln.tfgc/ 



spitinMig sain tnaii law silk This is 
(III place IroMi when* the thu'l 
niiiiisiei ot kainalaka. K.iiii ikrjsli 
tia llc’gile is slaking his IcMiiir 
Nohmiv doilbls ihal the hsrivc 
ii«»ii 111 K.ouikpura dm* on I'* .M.iv 
is going to K ihv iiimu II octal u st 
lot tin* laiiata gocioliiticiir Not 
inn 1*1 > In c .ium' K.imaki isbii.i 
Jli'gili' mil K’ tiglitiiig ti*i Ills scMt 
111 liii* Assfiiililv |M voriliinu* .is tin* 
chM iltniisui ol tin siai< lioi also 
iK’v.insc* liu* iMiliiit.d Inlou* ol llii 
stale' dt'iM’iids ON tin* niiiioiiu' ol 
the elviltoii iho okction, ho all 
|M .n |jc,il poiiHisc \. will l>C' a sioi ol 
ic'leitMuhiin on I he l.inaia I’.iitv's 
pcifoi mainV so i.ii If IK gd« wins. 
>ind fiictc I** no i<*,isoii whs he 
should noi. (hell iKi* faiiai.i Paitv 
VYocild g«iiii .1 slaluir lioiti whcic it 
could coincri ns sleiidt’i matoiiiv 
to a stahli' niaioiitv 

Oil the o( bet hand. i 1 llogdo Ims«'s. it 
wiN. Ill all piolubiliiv. Ik' ilu* end ol 
the Janata guteniiriciii lliosv who 
know* flegde closely sav ili.ii il In* 
loses lie would lailict piifri his 
(Mrtv in Ml in the op|Kisition, He is 
the kind ol inrrson w’lio is hkelv to 
take his defeat as a vote of no- 
confidence. Aware ol these possibi' 
lilies tile CongressHi in (Me state 
for once is husv trying lo set its 
hou.se in order, fvver ^Tnce the Jane 
urv deharlc. (he Cungressih has 
been a dispirited lot with hitter 
inleriiccme quarrels dividing i( 
into many splinter groups. Th«' vie* 
loryut the Congressdi candidate at 
(he Tankere b\*elcction m Tebiu* 
ary restored some confidence in the 
|>arly*s renk», which, however, wore 
off (luring the March Legislative 
Council elections. 

Al(hou|dt (he Congress (l| is yet 
to name its candidate for the 
Kanakpura constituency, presum¬ 
ably because of in tern a I* squabbles 
the indications are that its nominee 
would be from the vokkaligas. Why 


hv sritingiip .1 vokkaltg^ camlh 
il.ilc. ih<' ('oiigu*ssil k 'ihvrotore, 
luiiu's lo cash III Mil iho communal 
tc*nsoiiis Ai ilic same linu' i( is 
liMog lo iiH'ici* iis nvivlv'liiiiiid 
.dlv. h.oii!.iiai>|ia, to set ii|> his 

i. oidwl.ito li* cut niio die voles of 
tin li.ickuaid and hai M«m com* 
miniitic s who ac( <HMit Kn u subslaii- 
twii M'giiiciii ol Ihv c'loilinatc' and 
wh'i't' VMit'x (uilgirig hv div results 
Ml the l.iiiiiaiv vloclions, would 
miIm’Iuiso !<,<» loi llcgdo 

During ilu* laiuiaiv c'h*crions 
I h«' ( ongM'ssili caixliiKiTi*. C. 
.\$M>aM. scc’koig I V eh’i tnm for a sv 
1 Mod l«*i nngot i7.*OII votes agaiiisi 
wiiutMig lanat.i caiidichiii* S<in- 
Una's i7, UHl vines Acirndirig to 
some I’onipi'ssi1 1 sriari gisis ilieir 
v<imli(l>itv woohi gi'i moio votes in 
the hvc'levTMill loi iwo (kther 
loasoiis ihe iH'ople .in* iioi as dis 
giisled vvjlli ihc Coog.ressrh us Ihw 
weie doling The gviuaal clevhons. 
.Old. 1' A|>|iaii. Its iionMiice thi n, 

ii. iJ Ikh ri iivgleclirtu ills rimclitueii' 
cv and h«id ,iiieiij|ed his voters. 

Rui all itiis looks mine like 
vvishinl liniiknig. Koi. il ihc elecio* 
late behaved the wuv ihv (.'tingtus* 
sill thinks, ihe JunuiJ caiuliJate 
JMiK S< imfMia would have lost. 
.Xhhoiigh Sciiidliju liuiis fnmi Kuna* 
k.puia he Ix longs to u miniscule 
m I ri 11/ 11 V c om mu n i t y — l he 
Mai at has. The Congress! I) nppn- 
neiiT. Mil (he ocher hniict was a 
vokkaliga. There is no evidence to 
suggest that Ihe voters will behave 
diftvrcniJy in the coming by elec- 
non (in the contrary, in (he last 
tew* fiomilis ttiiinakrishna Hegdv 
h,is gone up in stature, liven his 
Clines agree that he has been effi¬ 
cient without being spectacular 
It is, therefore, hardly likely (hat 
(he voters of Kanakpura would to 
like w turn the clock back. 

Tooshar Pandit 
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burden of a large overdraft left by 
i!ie previous government he had lit¬ 
tle elbow room to find the resources 
CO fulfil the pledges hcs party made 
to the people during the elections. 
While for obvious reasons he could 
not levy additional taxes so soon 
after assuming office, every section 
of the poptilatum was cJemandlnK 
concessions. By compulston there- 
fure» he had In opt for some fiscal 
tightro^>e w.iJking and presented a 
budget proposing only a small dose 
of luxation but showing u large de¬ 
ficit. An jnst.irice of his predicament' 
he hud piomi'^etl to abolish the pro- 
fessb^n rax. He was. however, not 
rciidy Ki do this in his first budget. 
But later yielding to the pressures of 
his p.irtvmen be uliolished the tux on 
ihuse drawing lesx than Ks 1.200 a 
month. 

ff Ifcgde was severe on the opposi¬ 
tion during the budget session, de¬ 
molishing their arguments by liur- 
dhitting iiiid well-researched 
speeches, he was lenient ruwurds the 
political purties supporting his gov- 
ernmeiil Nut that these parties al¬ 
ways agreed with him. (ndet*d, the 
irrepressible BJP leader A.K. Sub- 
haiah often came down heavily on 
the government in the legislature. 
Kegde indulged these criticism, and 
on occasions promised to make 
amends. He knew that with his «ien- 
del majoriiy he could not afford to 
antagonise any of the p«ir(ie5 sup- 

g ing him, 

egdu, uf courts is neither a 
miruclenian nor doex he believe 
in working miracles. But he appears 
to be moving in the right directions. 
What iH more imiKirtuiu, the govern¬ 
ment appears to be earnest about 
redeeming its pledges. This is what 
makes the new government diffe¬ 
rent. Anybody coming to Karnataka 
will find a distinct change tn its 
atmosphere. The people are brea¬ 
thing a little mure freely. Gone are 
the days of helicopter hops and 
shrieking sirens with policemen 
blocking traffic whenever a minister 
or thv chief minister was travelling. 
The helicopter which the previous 
chief minister Gundu Ran used so 
freely has been grounded. The im- 
polled cars have been locked Inside 
the garages. Even the red lights 
which normally crown the cars of the 
ministers and the VIPs in most states 
dn not have any place in Karnataka 
now. Hcgdc has declined to take 
government accommodation. So 
have many of his ministers. Auster¬ 
ity is the Veyword fnr Ramakrishna 
Hegdo's government. And it stands 
out in marked contrast to the flam¬ 
boyant. extravagant, and capricious 
ways of the previou.v government. 
Nclividy can miss noticing this. 

During his first hundred days in 
power the last Ccngress{I) chief 
minister Gundu Rao had accepted 
about SO public felicitations (mostly 
HtMgemnriaged hy the government or 
ihe Congress-1 members themselves) 
and among the s^iuvenirs collected 

ie 


by him in course of such adulatory 
exercises were silver swords and 
silver masons lof the kind one sees 
Lord Hanuman holding in pictures). 
Neither Hegde nor any of his minis¬ 
ters have been felicitated even once 
during their first 100 days in office. 
In a ^ngressfl) culture this would 
surely have been construed as some¬ 
thing of a disqualification—evidence 
of a lack of iHipular enthusiasm for 
the new government. But Hegde on 
the very first day in his office made 
it clear lo his colleagues (hat they 
should not try to cheat themselves by 
organising take felicitations nor 
accept any invitation for felicita¬ 
tions. 

In fact, if one follows ihe course 
which Hedge has been taking during 
his first hundred days in office it will 
immediately be evident that he ha'i 
been concentrating on doing precise¬ 
ly the oppo'uie of what the previous 
government had dune. He hue 
thrown open the gates of Vidhan 
Suudha, the masMve granite building 
which huu>e» thv state secretariat to 
the pvopiv. Soon after* the new gov¬ 
ernment was sworn in. streams of 
people started swarming him the 
secretariat which fur most of <*undu 
Kan's threc-vvar rule was out uf 
b<mnds for them Once Gundu Kao 
even posted B.SK t>^r«onnvl around 
the place to keep the people awuyt 

And after Hegde threw the gutav 
open he met the people freely, lis¬ 
tened to their grievances, gave them 
what assurances he cuuld. Almost 
rvhgiousiy he meets people for about 
an hour every morning and evening, 
to receive representations from 
thrm. Obviously, he wants the dis¬ 
tance that separated the (KHiple from 
the previous government reduced. 
Indeed, he has institutionalised this 
practice bv creaiiiig a separate de¬ 
partment fur public grievances and 
placing It unuer the charge of the 
law minister Lakshmi^agar. 


Hegde firmly believes that power 
flows from the will of the people. 
And so his entire strategy has been 
to meet the people. One of the first 
thinu he did after becoming the 
chief minister was to invite the rep¬ 
resentatives of the farmers for a 
discussion. The farmei s of Karnata¬ 
ka had*been agitating for a long time 
demanding various concessions. He 
spent one whole day discussing iheir 
problems with them. The farmers 
aired their views freely and frankly- 
So did Hegde. And at the end of the 
day, he announced that all the pond¬ 
ing races agninsr ihc farmers would 
be withJrawrv The farmers left the 
meeting hall thinking (hey had won. 
It was of course Hegoo who hod won 
(he day. 

One basic difference that 1 m.'V 
between Gundu Kao and Rnmakrinh- 
na Hegde is that thv toriru-r 
approacned the issues in j cuviilivr 
fashion while the latter appioHchei* 
them in a very cool ami ciilcul.uud 
manner. When the farmers wiinred 
the guveinment to write off all the 
loans advanced to them. Giindii Kuo 
instantly promised reliefs worth R.s 
AS crores. Bui hv never kept ihv 
promise. Hegde offered a more mod 
est Ks ilGcrorc m reliefs Inn saw to it 
that the government took uppiupri- 
ata steps to make the rcluT uvuil- 

importaiu achievcrntmis of 
(he government so fnr urv' 
a Tackling a serious dioiiglu sitiiu- 
tion, which it had in face nniiiediulv- 
ly after assuming power, rather 
effectively. 

• Subplying foodgrmn.s through the 
public distribution »yvtcin nt Kubsi- 
dised pricfrs. 

* implementation of Kannada as ihc 
language for offjcuU communication 
within the state at all lewis. 

e Introduction of the A/ifm/nva 
scheme in the state to give relief to 
the rural poor. 


Wh9t the sun /bretei/- Hegde with the ■Kennede metinte idol Rejkvmitr 




But perhaps the two most impor¬ 
tant steps 01 far reaching cons^u> 
ences taaen by the government are 
the introduction of the Lokayukta 
and the anii-defectiun bills in the 
4sscmbly. The Lokayukta bill is 
aimed at curbing corruption at high 

C l aces, liven the chief minister wYll 
ave to stand to the scrutiny of (he 
lokayukta. the Indian equivalent of 
iiie Ombudsman. The anti-defect ion 
bill seeks to put an end to Honr 
crnssing. 

To .^hake (he bureaucracy out if its 


inertia caused primarily by perpe¬ 
tual political interfarence into the 
administrative matters during Gun- 
du Rao*s regime, Hegde at (he first 
available opponuniiy struck at the 
officials, particularly the police, 
which had become the handmaid of 
the Congre.ssfl) ministry. 

When Hegde took over as chief 
minister many doubted if ho would 
survive the odds stacked against 
him. That he has survived for lOU 
days is itself an evidence of his 
poliiial skill and no mean measure of 


his administrative competence. He 
cert<unly looks like the man of the 
moment. But it is sell] too early to 
pass a final judgment either on 
Ramakrishna Hegde or his govern¬ 
ment. The verdict will be given on IS 
May, by the people, the day Mr 
Hegde will face perhaps his greatest 
political test: the Kaiiakpura by elec¬ 
tion which he is contesting and 
which will either send him to the 
As'yembly and enable him to retain 
his chief ministership or defeat him 
and destroy his government. 


‘Hegde will be defeated’ 

Kranti Ran gra leaders. BANGARAPPA tells Sunday 

minisffi 


U'/i.if do fhtitk of r/n 
/< i/Mt.i I I'vriiinv/11 \ iH'i tot m 

•met* so 1,0 ^ 

A Wry dis.ippointiiig, swing tiu* 
way tlio nre.sent government is 
movtnu. I shmikl sny n is not on the 
right ri <(ck Nor only l%i\> it LiiloJ to 
mukv good any ol Ms election prom 
isos hill It hits .ilso lioJcd to keep 
uvrri I he Jaw and older situ.Mlon 
iimivi control. Alrcadv ihv state 
has witnessed two major riois—one 
at He 11 ary .iiul the other jl Ripipui 
'Hie police foico IS democ.ilised jiiJ 
the administiotion has tome to a 
si.irulstill 

f> ilu‘ninvuistu-ur iinr 
tJtffeiviit fiosii the /nc'VJiM/^ o/ie.^ 

A; I don't find any djfteieme 
excepting that Guiidn Kao wjs gar 
ruloiJN and vain while R.imukrishna 
Hegde is .i quiet operator. 

U. IVhy t/id/j'r yoo.ioni itiejuuaio 
inneiit? 

A; I Wdi never in the .Tariaid 
Kiriy 

^1: Hill i/if/n*r viiu. aloiif: ivtr/i rmir 
pioty A/M', irgjce to merge ihv 
ktdiui Rijogo with itiv Jiin.itd Kir- 
ty. at a meet inf he/d at ihi- reni- 
Jence of Mm Cnaiulrdprahha Um? 

A No Some discussions did rake 
place but the matter was left to the 
executive body for a final decision. 

Q’ Then how is it that .uf jna/ty of 
your pArty AfLA.s /nc/udmg yom 
pAfty pre.sideoi. Ab<fu/ Nazn Snb. 
ioined /he .fanaM Parry ciamr/iig 
(hat the Krami Rauga had /nereeif 
with It? 

A: They were lured away by va¬ 
rious temptations. That can hardly 
establish merger as a fact. 

Q: Would voo have agreed to the 
merpot if ytoi tvere made either the 
ehief mmister or the deputy chiet 
tnmistev? 

A: I hiive never aspired for power 
or office. 

Q: But the genemf tmprest^ion is 
that you starred to create ptoblems 
for the present government bo- 
cairse yut/ were not made the chief 


A: That's all wrong And even if t 
had aspired loi tlu* office wiut is 
vyrong in it? J have (wen an Ml.A fot 
l!» veats. I campaigned for the 
.fanata Raiiga cundiJaies all ovc't 
the siaie and worked fur their sue- 
tes' Ignoring mv ccinsiiiiituency. 
Wheie was Ifegde ihvii? Wheiv 
were the leadeis of the .Miiatn 
Puny? Now, doosn'i ih.ic eniiile me 
to be considered tor the office? 

H'h.r/ rx muii i>rvse*li .iltilvdi’ 
lowatds thts goveriiniviit ? 

A; We suop<iit I his govu iinieMl 
III fait. «Hi £ March, (he cxecoiivo 
IkhJv of old pai tv jdopletl a resol m 
ijoii savMig ih.it we nuisi supixnt 
this goveriimeiit. Not Iwcause the 
t>ciuiii> who are iiinning (he gov 
etnmeiM aie go*id t>eople or Jh*- 
cause the governMieoi iscikkJ hot lo 
redeem uiir |>ledgi*s to the people. 

(>.' Ymi s.j.e tvir suppiut this pox 
<.*rnmcn/. Bui iti the la:pi\Ufixc 
('•HitH’il t'tectums MHt pitiied the 
Oiiigu>s/i> ro lore lor thv Coiigies^ 
s//r-»f>orr.sored indepeiidenr catnJi- 
i/a rev se/ up upatust ihv J.iiuitj' 
Party candidates. Has tt not 
harmed youi credihilitv^ 

A; Wtih (he pi-ople. no. (Inly a 
handful of people who read new’s 
papers appear lo Ik.* excited over M. 

Q: What wtif the resu//s ot thv 
Kaiiakpura hyeiectHOi Hke/y to 
A: The Jamita candidate will be 
defeated. 

Q: Hvw? in the Ust ekxtion the 
Janata candidate wort hy a niargiii 
of ahiout itkOOt) vote* 

A: But then the .fanata govern- 
meni was nor in power. By now (he 
people are wiser. The people are 
particularlv aiigrv at (he wey I was 
cheated If the Janata Party chinks 
that It has won the elections on 
their own sirengih they are sadly 
mistaken. WiihcMii Bangarappa 
they could not have gone very far. 
And J will prove this in Kariukpura. 

Q: Arc you putting up vmut candr 
date against Hegde at KaiiakfHtra? 


A'. We may if wv think that i' 
goirtg to ili*rra! the .laitutii Jhiitv 
valid id.tu*. 

Q Alii/ ii'/iy iiiosi I he J,un\to 
f*ain c«<iJi/i(/a/r he del rated? 

A: Hesaiisol i esc lit ihc manner in 
which Kamakrislma lUgde was 
loisted oil IIS Was It iiviossiiiv to 
hi ing Ml a MOM Jegisl.Koi to heiitl thr 
goveriMiirrir*' How ihioi can these 
Janata Iviideis )k< ditfoicoi lioin 
Mrs (Ian 1 1 hi’-* Thev aiv even worse. 
Ai least in KaiiMloka she picked up 
.in Ml.A lo head the goveiniiient 
Too Id iKM ihe Janata lea dels do rhs* 
s,um* tiling' And ihev now have ihd 
cheek to lomnu'in on Mrs (hindhi's 
stviv ol I unci tolling. 

V Hut //i*g(/t stepper/ at oii/y at 
Ihv miom'or ,iliei voir distuii/vil 
seiera/ rianu s suggested for t/u* 
of/iiv oi the xUivI mirri.stei 

A That's wiong. Thev hud rnaiU' 
up their inioil aJioiii hiingiMg lo 
Hegde iH'caiisc' ihis ivas the only 
ivjv (he JoiiuKi I'aiiv smdd eoine lo 
iMiwei . 

• (J: >*on appx ai to he vein* />/ttc*i 
.r/H/cr/ Hegiiv. Htif isn't ii a hat fluu 
i«Mt iouid not ptill on ae// xvilh am 
td the* te,n/vi> xMlh whom von iteri* 
ai.sM)(j.jr<*r/ Voir li'H out with i)v- 
yjiai f'rs. then (omdii R.io and nr nr 
iiegifv is II ItfiJiisr voti love to 
pfay the lolv ol an vlyioai dissidviil 
or is It hevaii.sv ot \oiir amhithins 
getting thr hvllvr of yon? 

A: When I f«H [k*vmaj IJis I 
knew the |>eoplc were not with him 
any more and 1 was pioved righl. As 
for Guiuiu Rao. he is now a has 
lK*en. I also leel Hegde does not 
enjov ihe coiifideiiLe of the |H’o|>1v. 
And 1 always like (o he wjih the 
1 »eoplc. Chief miiustm tome and 
go* I have seen enough ot chiel 
ministers. Nor am I <iftei jxiwei 
And ihut is why I um still iii pojiiics 
while others hove peiished under 
more favourable conditions, 

fhj yon have aiiv leg/vls? 
Yes, jusi one. I regiet the dav I 
decided to support the Jaiiaia 
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‘1 should be in office only 
with the support of the people’ 


Karnataka CM RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE tells TOOSHAR PANDIT 


The I •Kite, hciiivit in the heart i>r the 
Haravn city <n IKiutiaKnv .nui iviihin 
a stfint'\ rhniiv /rtjm f/ic» otficuu 
residento nf (onnei chief imius/vi 
(iundii Htii'. IS the hoinv 

office. Thi^ a wheiv the CM sit» 
uhen ho is nor in Ins oihor offno ,ii 
(he setivtaivit. It is a nvo-sioiivO 
sdicev huililinn ie4ik panel ted 
windows, gleaitiiDM fixmios and ruh 
upludsterv Ciinilti Rno had Uuitt it 
iit >1 tvst Ilf K> a*5 fakhs tn suit his 
exir,iv,it:nnt tastes. Ahh(iui:h the 
nvw chief miiiistei. H.imakiishna 
He/tde. tiws l\ii tmin this phice. it 
contimu-s ro he f/n< CM's snoiid 
office canyiiiii the old liip- the 
homo office “ which hardly tits it 
now. It was here, white haviins** Kite 
lunch uf net. hodett vetietahtos. curd 
and sweets at aiotind J Ml pm. 
hi ought from home hv hi.s youngest 
daughter, that Hamahishiij Hegde 
talked to St siia\ for mort* than an 
hour E.sceipis: 


uer*-, n IS s.iid. uvv 
m I leluctoot m hetome the 
■ M chief minister. U’/i.rf led 
v'uu rn change iwirttf? 

A; When ihe ek'cliors 
wcnc tiver. I iliouuht my wotk m 
K;irtiat^k«i wai *ilsu over. Th.it w.» 
un (he fifrh tj.inu.irvi. I w.iv verv 
hiippy to hcor the* febulls Jiid I 
expected ihul the upptvbition wnuld 
win. ( this kind of feeUnK durini^ 
the Jcixt few d.ivs befurt the pulls. 
Actutiliy, [ was m MaiiK<<kHe vn f» 
January when the election results 
W'ure hemp declared. I came hack in 
BanK<<loi*u on 7| January Then we 
started discusstiig as (o how wo 
xhnuld I'rticeed and all that. 

Q: Which names were’cohiideied 
for the office of the chief miiuster’ 
A: We thought of Abdul Na/ir Sab 
because Bangarappa did not have 
anv support. He had the support of 
only 10 members, liven hirfollnwers 
in the old Kianti Konga were not 
with him. But he claimed that he had 
a lot of support. So Biju Patnaik 
asked him how he would like the 
leader to be chosen: should U he 
through consensus or by secret bal¬ 
lot. Bangarappe did not want either. 
He wanted to be made the leader. 
But that was not possible if we were 
to stick to democratic norms So we 
suggested Naiir Sab*.s name. Bangar* 
appa did not agree. As a comprom¬ 
ise. we suecested B Rachaiah's 
name; he old not agree. We sug¬ 
gested A. Liikshmisagar*s name, and 
again chat was not acceptable to him. 
20 


l.ukshmisagar is also from the iKuk- 
ward viinimuiiity. whoso cause Kun- 
K.iiappa claims to champion. 
KiH'hiU.ih K 4 liitnjan. The iiame» uf 
itvo oiliei JaiiJU parly MLAs.H D, 
Devo (am'da and S K. Bommji.were 
oImi cuiisidcred. 

Bor how did sou enter into the 
put ore? 

A; WoN. oil January when ihc 
Ml.As had gathered lo elect then 
leader Mr Nijaliiigappj asked me if I 
would like to comesi. I told hinr 
*Vou h.ive known me for muie than 
10 viMis and by now you sli.ndd also 
know dial I do not want in get mto 
jiower. Besides. 1 do not want to 
come luck tn state ptdiiics * Then he 
said: 'Un me put it like this. U die 
parry wants will you decline? Then I 
said. ’No. II the party wains ih.n. I 
will not run away from the res|>on>i- 
biliiy.' So lh.it is hnw it bapiK'iied. 

U: AIV you happy in vnin rfew 
f (*/e * 

A. Well, riot really. Having IK*en in 
oaiioriMl t*'dirics for more than >ix 
years, i did not want to come back iu 
stale politics fr>r two reasons. One is. 
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If \ hesitote to foce the 
electoroTe It is not worth 
continuing os the chief 
minister. It is my conviction 
thot I should be in the office 
only with the sup>port of the 
people. 


I would aiiuiii l>e within very narrow 
coiifinos. And second, once a leader 
loave:^ iho state, imithei loader fills 
ili.il vacuum. I did not want this 
iiiocevs to l>c reversed, by coming 
fium national politics to the state 

jioliric.s, 

4)' To uhiit vxieiitidtd the fvai of 
the Janata Rariy lepeating its past 
folle and disintegrsiiinii owing to 
infcnieciiie tiuarteis in/luenca your 
decision? 

A; Oiitf wv wiui the election, ihv 
ivlioli- courarv's ulieiuioii wns focus- 
sod hciv and suddenly it gave rise to 

II e ni 0 n ii< ms ex pec 1 a t ion *. l*uop I e 
startvd saying that ihev ho|>vd inuf 
the Junai.i P.otv would nnt commit 
the same nnstakes that ihvy had 
made in the past. Once they (the 
Jaiiuta Pliny) got an opportunity and 
threw It away. This creutt'd a hcnst 
of added rcsjign.sibility amunx us. So. 

I ilioughi that bv coming hack to 
Mate polaw» I would servo the cau»e 
ol natioiiiil pohljcv also. 

4I: .V/me then you seem to be 
having.I lough lime, weathering one 
slot ni after another What accoi'ding 
ra yon an* the major hurdles you had 
to crij^s dm ing yniii first JOO days in 
office? 

A: fwei'vlKidy knuws that wc have 
a very slendei majoruy, even taking 
into cunsideraiion the support of the 
independents and three friendly par- 
lies—the BJP. the CPI and the 
CPI(M}. It is a very delicate ritiia- 
lion. We have to do a lot of tightrope 
walking. We have to watch every 
step partIcularly because the parlies 
which are supporting us are opposed 
10 each other. Thar is why. 1^ ne¬ 
cessity. we have lo adopt a course 
where wo can take everybody with 
us. Secondly, Baiigarappa has cre¬ 
ated problems. This was not totally 
unexpected, especially since we 
know the man. He has a psychologic¬ 
al problem also: he cannot accept the 
number two position. We had made a 
commitment to the people that we 
woiJd stay united; we also promised 
that after rhe elections there would 
not be two parties—the Janata and 
the Kranti Ranga. So. I was hoping 

Bangerappa would (txuncile ana be¬ 
come a part of us. 

Q: Did you make any moves to 
pacify him? If so. what were they? 
How did he react to them? 

A: Well, immediately after the 
election of the leader f drove to 
Bangarappa's residence. Evan ear- 
lierl had promised him the deputy 
ctalef minister’i pen. So, I wanted to 


meet him immediately after 1 was 
elected the leader. But my col* 
leagues and I were prevented from 
meeting him. There was sume un« 
pleasant incident there. That even¬ 
ing Bangarappa rang me up and said 
that he was sorrv for what had hap¬ 
pened and that he was not aware of 
what was happening ourside^^n the 
compounds of hi^ own residence. 
Then 1 repeated the offer. I said, let 
us forget about it {the incident) and 
ret^uested him to join the cabinet as 
the deputy chief minister. He de* 
dined. 1 pleaded with him lu rocon- 
sider his deci.sion. but he was ada¬ 
mant. 

Q: /f it heceuye ot this that you 
later withdrew your offer of the 
deputy CM'S post to him? 

A: Well, not really. The same even¬ 
ing Bun^rappa made a statement 
saying that the Kranti Range's mer¬ 
ger with the Janata Party was nor 
final, and that the Kranti Ranga 
would continue to have a ^parate 
identity. So on the next day. 10 
January, we had talks again He 
came to my house. 6y then he was 
willing to join my cabinet as the 
deputy CM. But niy colleagues said 
thut liccHusc he hud made a state* 
meni which hud created a lor of 
damage to our image, we could not 
have him as the depurv chief minis¬ 
ter. Then I told him. 'Look here,f- 
ricrid, because of vour siatenierii 
there is a change in the situation. 
You can, ut course, join the cabinet 
u& the number two.' The uffer was 
there for him for quite some time. 
After that, ogam, there were people 
who wanted that we should meet. 
Bangarappa came and met me and 
we had a long talk. Again he express¬ 
ed hiH desire to join the cabinet hut 
only as the deputy chief minister. 
Then I told him that I would consider 
the matter. And after two days 1 
wrote a letter inviting him to join the 
cabinet as deputy chief minister. But 
I also insisted that before doing so he 
had to say that the merger of the 
Kranti Ranga with the Janata Party 
was final and irrevocable. I got his 
reply a couple of days later in which 
he said that he was not prepared to 
do that. He even went a step back* 
ward and said that the Janata gov¬ 
ernment should be called the Janata 
Front government. And that was 
that. 

; This surely caused you consider 
able worries. How aid you ward 
the twin threats posed Banger 
appa and the opposition Con- 
Sress(I)> 

A: From the beginning my under¬ 
standing has been that since we are 
here with the people's support we 
will be here as long as the people 
want us. This government's survival 
does not depend on any individual or 
a group of individuals. As long as we 
sincerely rry to fullil our electoral 
promises, people will not let us 
down. Even if the people have an 
impreeslon that we are making ear* 


If the people ore sotisfied 
with the performonce of 
this QOvernment we will 
continue; If they ore 
dissatisfied this 
government does not hove 
o right to continue. 

nes^tteropt^<^uin^u^proiniscs 
to them, they will wait for the re- 
sulis. That IS why the first few steps 
our government took were aimed at 
minimising the distance between the 
government and the people. We 
thought our approach should be such 
that it should create a sense of 
belonging in every citizen's mind 
and every citiien should feel that 
this government is his or her govern- 
ment. 

O’ To what extent hare you 
aeniered this objective^ Has the 
straieMy worked? 

A; well, you know whai hapjiened 
at the council elections. The Con- 
gressd) and Bangarappa's group 
loined hands. And Bangarappa. the 
great champion of the backward 
clu^’es. did n*»t haw any compunc¬ 
tion 111 voting lor two rich candidates 
who belong i< the Congresstl) 
though they ' as iudejwndems. 
Both these ca..; dates bchinged to 
two major comiuuniticv Uur candi¬ 
dates were N;ixir Sab and RC K. 
Scindhia. The first belonged to a 
minority community and the second 
to a backw’.ird community This c leg¬ 
islative council) election m which 
our candidates won clearly proved 
that both communal and money m 
fluence have been totally defeated. 
What is more, our candidates polled 
more votes than they really comiuan- 
ded. That means, even some mem¬ 
bers of the opposition Coneressil) 
and some of Bangarappa's followers 
think that we can be trusted Does 
this not indicate that we have been 
able to create a sen.se of trust among 
the people? 

Q: How much money do vou think 
the Congressfi) spent for the cvuncU 
elections? 

A: 1 would prefer not to comment 
on this. But as every body knows a 
number of Congres$(I) bigwigs came 
here from Delhi to canvass for the 
so-called independent candidates. 
Among them were former chief 
minister Veerendra Pacil, Mrs Shali* 
nitai Patil. the wife of the Maharash¬ 
tra CM and Mrs Gandhi's current 
rrouble-^ooter, Rajesh Pilot, and 
even Jagdish Tytler. 

Q: But the Congressfl) leaders 
claim that this was purely coin¬ 
cidental. For exampie, they say that 
Veereodra Patil was here to attend a 
marriage ceremony; Shalinitai to dis¬ 
cuss about theShivaji festival with 
you. 

A: Don't you think it is too much of 
a coincidence? And to set the record 


straight, one of (he so-called inde* 

K rtdent candidates is an acknow* 
Iced protege of Veerendra Patil 
and another candidate was the 
father of a Con^ress(I) MP 

Q: What tangible steps have you 
taken sc far to increase your support 
iimong the people? 

A; Well, for the lirM lime in Karna¬ 
taka, we have gut the support of the 
rural peuple. We had. of course, 
some rural support earlier also hut 
unly in isolated pockets. And the 
farmers have been restless for the 
last three years. They have many 
genuine grievances. So, one of Oic 
first step we took was to have a 
direct dialogue with them to under- 
st.kiid (heir problems and look for 
remedies. We are also having dia¬ 
logues with the representatives of 
workers, studenu and teachers. 
They represent four vital segments 
of society. We have already with¬ 
drawn til the cases filed against the 
farmers, workers, students and 
teachers. I presented the budget in 
which 1 have tried to redeem the 
pledges we had made to the weaker 
sections (if society. We have also 
taken some positive steps in that 
regard. In rural areas all those whu 
do not have jobs and if they want 
work, they could join ih« land army 
and earn their living. We have 
ulready taken many such steps. 

Q: How diffeient is your govern¬ 
ment from the previous one? 

A. I often say, albeit in u lighter 
vein, that the previous government 
was always flying in the air. Now, we 
are solidly on the ground. We talk to 
the people. The ministers were far 
removed from the peuple in those 
days. The secretariat was closed to 
the public. We have removed all 
these restrictions and the pnmp and 
shuw^tlie escort cars, the use of 
helicopters and the imported cars 
etc They, those setkar samara mb 
(hivisii receptions) have been stop- 

S icd. We hiive not attended a single 
elicitation function since the new 
government was sworn in. This also, 
perhaps, has created an impact on 
the people. They (the people) now 
think that the people who govern 
them are just like them. Just be¬ 
cause a minister occupies a minis 
ter’s chair, he need not become 
someone different. 

Q: Bui ate you satisfied with your 
performance? 

A: No. 1 am not very satisfied. In 
terms of policy statements, in terms 
of our attitudes, ia terms of our 
conduct—yes. But in terms of imple¬ 
mentation—no It will, perhaps, take 
some more time and that is why we 

will have to concentrate on im¬ 
plementing what we have promised. 
And the actions should be result- 
oriented. We have already made a 
beginning. The Lokayukt Bill, the 
Anti-Detection Bill, the Zilla 
Pariihad Bill are all aimed in that 
direction. 

Q: What went wrong wtih the Tari- 
kere byeiecrion? 




A* In I he January election loo 
T.ffikt^rc wnN noi lonsidered a 
Tiivoijiiihlc scar t'vi our candidate. 
Tilt coTiMitiiencv h.is jJlorieJ ru a 
iiomiMoc nf Banf:aiu{>Y>a. In the 
I)Vi.'(<*<.1 Kill r<ii). H.nie.itjpjij w.icjied 
ihe same c.iruliiLiie i«> inn Ini thal 
sral. Si>. vve <Ml«>pi«*iI him <!> ihe 
Jjrial.i I'ai iv < anilidate. As vim kni^w 
the rlcithm Idi* ihat const it uciiiv 
was iciMnleini.iiulcd liilhavnii; (lie 
ikMih of the ( ariKri ssiJI landid.iic 
AitnalK'. I \v.inled ic/ ciiiilesi Iroin 
lhai I imsijioerii \ in rhe hvcicLlion 

Bill I III' L.iiuliij.itr wv ti.iii st'h’iteJ 
uas h inn a li.u kw.tid v Uss and .is he 
'Stis li'ii isi i'll l<) L«iiili*s|. I <|id lint 
waJil to <je|ii i\<* fiirii iil his i,hance lo 
^ei i*l«*i ted Mans ot inv vnlleaKiies 
sii^p'Sii'd t«i nil dial inn iKiiiiinee 
was Mot pniltf to nui an<l tse should 
t hanuc rhe laiidnlale Had w 
I haiipnl rh«* i •irtilitlalc we wotilt. 
have ieiLiinlv ooo lhal s<'ji Hut 1 
ii iMscii lo I liaiiu<> him And iliiiini. 

I hi' nIeiiiiMi tins vaiiilulale well! in 
saving that In was a Kianu Kanp 
man aiui a liiJh>woi ot Karipiia^>p.i 
he used Hanuaiapi>a’s posieis aiui 
lie <lid tioi M)o|Hnaii with our cam 
pitiktij maiiaci’is He rlij not aicom 
ininv aiiv o| nin ieaiU is in piihlK 
mewtiNKs. etc And the |i< npK* ii.Min 
allv (linu^hi In. wasauainsi die Jana 
la I'aiiv J hat placed him at a dis* 
advainauv 

Q- Ihw-t rhi' ncrun tit r/ir> ('ari^nes 
sth caro/td.ire m hu*I«fron i/i 
•CMHat uufu.Hf. th.il /he Outfitv"" 
'‘(it l> n’fi.iiiiiUfi snriu* itf it\ fit>l 
fiiiuftui'^ 

A \<i. vcflainlv nm there was, «it 
coiiise. ci'iwideiaide svinp.ithv tii'' 
lUc CahKfesM h c.mdid.iie U’Caiise 
he was I ho \i>uimt‘r hi «»thei ot die 
candidate wlu) was to ti^ht the elec 
non tot The C'i>npessi{i in Jjiiuaiy 
lint died helore the elec inm tould t>c 
held Hut oui cainlMiate lust iiecause 
he ideiililied luniseK wiih Baiipii- 
appa 

Q Sfifjie ot ihv ;*jir/es suppoffmji; 
von h.ivv hcr/1 c/i/ic/smc nut/ p/i- 
e/o/T/e/lf nheueief /hev cot au 
•U>t}oituiulv to tl't so tin- H,/P ,iod 
rhe Ci'i ,ipj>c.ii /<> Ik' 
i 7 i//ca/ /hjos I hit /Also Miy r At ear to 
iht- s 7 ah////c o/ vone fitiwnimcm? 

A I do riiU ihmk there ts any 
threat to the staluliiv of o>ji pivern 
11)0111 Indeed. I wekomc' ciilicism. I 
um aware that iheir snpiMirt is ciitii* 
a I in every sense of the icrm. I can 
understand thui on some marieis 
Irlends hke Siihhaiali (Ihe leader <d 
the BJP lepslaiure paity ) feel veiv 
siri>Tt/{lv «ind It is jiossible that on 
certain mai/ors there were differ¬ 
ences between them and us but they 
have been itivin/t us unfUnchmi; sup¬ 
port. I have absolutely no com¬ 
plaints. 

Q: Knt they niinht tw supporting 
vou not nut of ant Inve fttr you nr 
vout [tolicU's hut betHuse they do not 
want itt swim a//*rj/is/ the tide. 

A: 1 do nut want in comment on 
their strategy. What t am couevnted 
about \s the fact that ihev supported 
22 


From the beginning my 
understanding has been 
thot since we ore here with 
the people's support we will 
be here os long os the 
people wont us. This 
government's survivol does 
not depend on ony 
individuol or a group of 
individuals. 


tis iiiH'OMdiiianuilv and I liufK* that 
(llcv will ccmiiiujc In dn sn It is iii 
I he intetcsi nf iht* wIkiIl* st.iii*. ii in 
llitr interest <if the i>oIiiiial panics 
who bcliuvc Id democracy, that this 
guvcrninciiT should survive. Wc 
shoiiJil com pi Vic our full term And 
wc will 

(J. M'hjf molivjifd tsiii In com* /u* 
thv nui'tnip of riw '.ouihtin ihu i 
rtTi///s;rrv.^ ItViv ti an inupv hutUhne 

A There was no othci moiivaium 
o^cept to haw a consultation am<ini$ 
*a»uthvrn chief ministers on ceriain 
s|H*ciIk issues and to have a mend in/; 
l<> undrrsr.iiid iskIi olliei. You know. 
I had not mvl NTK Iv.Torc. I had 

latkc'd til M(*K III tiiv capacitv as ilic 
l!rnei.il sei lur.iiv ol ihcjaiiat.i I'aitv 
ii few limes lull 1 never luul anv ili»s<* 
ac<|tiamtaii(o with him. I ihii.ughi it 
would Iwr a ijocd otnxii Uinilv (iii 
exchanging siewrs. and thercfoic. I 
made a suggestion lo N*l K I he piim 
acy objective was to discuss alvml 
iiur hiMiKi.iJ mtmioraiidum to ihe 
finance ViunnusMon And I thought 

chal instead of each state pieparing 
i|s own meruiaandiKii according i<i 
Ms ow’d rhmking it would be more 
useful il all of us poidvdoui ihiiiking 
Iactiltie5 Ingeiher and prepared a 
mure effective case, lhal is all. 

O. /foM* (fjJ you urr.wfH' to Itriitfi 
SiR utid Mt^H tit the mevlinp.^ 

A. 1 went to Ilvderaliad tu meet 
\TK on H-IS b'ehruaiy Yrm know 
u’c are shoit of power and And hi a 
Pradesh has a marginal surplus, hlar 
iivr, f had leleased some waier in 
Tamtl Nadu lo save its crops which 
weie dying due lo druuglit. liven 
lieforc chat I hml met Babasaheb 
Bhosale and I had very cordial talks 
with him So when I mei NTH and 
disciisse<l ubiiut power and other 
things. I made the suggest loii. U jusi 
occurred to me. It was, of course, in 
my mind fur quite some time. Lai* 
her. when I met Sfr Bhosale he 
wanted me to spare Ihe services t4 
OUT geologists. 1 said, why not? His 
state was also lacing an acure scarce 
ty of drinking water. 

Since then. I had ihv feeling ihui 
this is snmeihiiig we should do by 
ourselves. If one state dues not come 
tu thu help of the other, ihcn what is 
the point of being neighbours. So 
this was there in my mind and I 


w*anted lo have a meeting of the 
chief ministers of the nulgnbouring 
states, particularly nn the eve of the 
I ill a nee com mission's visit to these 
siaios, Bij I broached thv idea with 
NTK and he immediately responded. 
I hen I wioic in uihn souihei’n chief 
minisitIS. including Kaninakanui 
iinmcdiutclv aliei my iviui ii to Baga* 
loic. I think, on 17 rebiiiaiv or Ku. 
All the oilivrs accepted the icivita* 
turn v.sccpdiig K.ii ucukaran, Hu did 
not icpiv. So 1 talked lo him over 
telephone' Hr s.iul that he mav nni 
he able to come h^cuiiNC I he Assam* 
hly «vas in sessiun. I sriul, look Karu- 
ij.ikarad. all Asstiiihhos uie in sex* 
MOd 111 these sillies jud liun is why 1 
lined the meeting o/i a Sunday. Then 
III soul, lie uoiild tiy hj I'ume hveii* 
lo.illv. huucnc'i. he did noi tum up. 

(J Only HH’fiiily vou /law. hi’tvi to 
iK'lhi .ir/e//d f/i«' rhicl ///i//i>ferv* 
loiifvioiwe. ttid \t»i/ i’ind out htw 
nuniy i/iief /m/J/vfe/s .i/r eager m' 
iiiliinp to follow up M'lii rdiM? 

I hair (io| been able lo i.ilk lu 
evfiv chu't Muoister hoi ihe CMs I 
sjMike ro.saul it M.is a good ule.l I do 
iioi kuoiv i\ all ol (hem will have the 
coio.ige to say so pohhily 

/><N’s/i*r /be <e/n« 7 if rf ,i sfiurh« 
^^ii/j I’Us* louiiiil simiik ol re. 
g/o//jhs///' Hiii\ iiuihi loir, ./s a ivud- 
rt ot .1 n.iiioii.si fuiity. tuko rhv Ir.id 
in pit mint tun If? 

.\ riieic* IS alivtdoielv nothing le* 
gioD.il iihuiK It It IS ivgionaf only iit 
llii* geopi.iphu.ij sense hut not in 
s|ui II Vikrstksi.ouc. u hv should MCR 
use the good offices ut Ihc iviUial 
gosei Milleiii Ml gel thiee ctisecs of 
ss.iier fiorn Kai ii.it.ika? Oi. why 
should I usi tin sei i m s ol ilie union 
ininisiL'i of {lower ro gel some power 
fioin NTK^ Il IS iioi necessary. A> it 
i.s, the cential govei iinieiK bus to 
cany tremendous ieN|>onsihiliiex in 
taking care of the security of the 
connirv, foreign lelaliotis, nmning 
the railways, jiiending to law and 
ordui prohhiiiis. Whv .should wo bur* 
den It w'ith more rcsprinsibiUtius— 
things we can sort out among 
ourselves? Ih.u is the logic behind 
my Cimvenmg the meeting ot the 
sou them chief iniiusiers 

(J: Hut iniiin tend lo see in this. 
.seeds of u pitssihlc ceiirre-.itate con. 
froiirution. To whut c.stciir are these 
fejrs jiisntied? 

A; The fears are absuluielv un. 
founded rhe very day that ] wad 
sworn-in 1 made a public statement 
saying ih«ii I heiieve in cmiperativc 
federalism and ilierc is no question 
of my Itching for a confrontaiion 
with the ceiui^ It <hivs not serve any 
purpose. And why should we, unless 
we are forced lo? 

Q: M'hat do yon think nf the h’ar* 
icNria comoi/s.sroit? (V 7 f/ any good 
come of It? 

A: The HpTHimimeiit of the com* 
mission itselt is u vindication of our 
idcu. Hut I wont the commission to he 
enlarged to include five or six mem* 
burs and be* given comprehensive 



terms of reference rn cover all 
aspects of cemre state relations. Un¬ 
less (his js done, the commission is 
not likely (o serve any useful pur* 
pose. 

Q: Coniiflft hjck to hitw 

wonfd wu a^svss //le t*c>rrfire>stf>*s 
per/'oi'iuj/iL'c* <i.< (he main oppos/tton 
fwly in the Mute tivnnM the last tOO 
days? 

A: I do not know whether 1 should 
.comment nn (hn^ Well, if the per¬ 
form j nee durinj; ihv entire huuftet 
session is any indication. I Ciiii say 
that instead of dejling with impur 
tant issues they i:ot down 

with iiiviaU. This I did nui expect I 
have been ^ayinp. from (he very 
betnnniiK!, that I winijd like tn have 
cooperntion uf not only the friendly 
opposition partie^i but also of ihu 
Congrevsd) winch should be recon* 
ciicd to its new role as the oppose 
tion. 

7'Ae eniunme of f/ie Kanakfwra 
hveie^uion ivou/d cv/MJ»/.v h.ivc a 
fi t'men</ouv fwiii/nfs on rf>e po/nicj/ 
fiunrc of t/ie stare, for inuancc. if 
yon win. the .futur.i Party is cerrutn 
ro^tiijn more ground anr/ /f,you fox-, 
(hu Jtinjfii Patty i\ /tke/y to Jjsmre 
^•rari', Doirfyno thtnk t/hit the stakes 
nrv vety hiuh at tfie KanaApr^rj 

A; Oh. yes. 

Q: ConJdn'r you have chosen a 
s.'iH'i ccwMifuemy^ /he caste com 
pr/v;rioo or the cfcitriraie in (hat 
const^rueni’y ivhcre vokkjf/gay are 
the dnm/naiif lor/nminity couhi ere 
ate prntilerns /or yon Don't you 
think so? 

A: HtTsonully. [ do not (ake into 
coiiNideriitiun any caste factors. I 
accepted the offer uf Mr Scindhia 
whn wjK representing that const)* 
tuency till recently for the reason 
that it is cinsc to Bangalore (the seat 
wus vacated by Mr Scindhia ami 
later he was elected to the legisla¬ 
tive Council) So mnny of my col¬ 
leagues offered to vacate their seats 
lo let me conteal: Irom Bijapur, Bel- 
gaum. Pliarwar. from my own const!* 
tuency Holiyal. from Mysore, and of 
course, from Bangalore. 1 did not 
choose any of ihem. 1 did not chouse 
any constituency from Bangalore be* 
cause, firsely. all the constituencies 
in Bangalore are considered very 
safe for the Janata l*arty. And. for 
that matter, all urban constituencies 
The Congresstl) did not win a single 
urban constituency in the Ust elec¬ 
tions. Even in the previous elections 
they did not get many urban seats. 
Secondly, three other co^stltuencle'^ 
which were offered io me^Basava- 
nagudif Jayanugar and Mdlleswar* 
am—are known to be predominantly 
brahmin constituencies. Being a 
brahmin myself. I did not like to 
contest from any one of them. Then, 
the information minister. M. Raghu- 
paihi, offered his constituency. Shi* 
vapnagar That again, was a safe 
constituency for me. But again 1 
declined to contest for that seat 


because I did not want the people to 
aay, 'Hegde chose a safe scat and 
won.' Finally between Satnur and 
Kanakpura. 1 preferred (ho latter. 

Q. But in the pn>re5s aren't ,yutj 
takinft an undue n.sJl:.’ 

A: Souner or later we will have to 
get over this kind of lasir considera* 
tiun; (he sooner (he beder And I do 
not take this election as a (cm of niy 
personul popularity. I consider it a 
(e.st of (he guvernnieniS |>eifurm- 
ance in the eyes of the* peopU*. parti¬ 
cularly (he rural people. Kduakpura 
is a ](>l) per ce/t( rural con<ktitur*juy 
So. if people are wiisfied with ihc 
perlormaiicv of ih» governmviu we 
wi 11 con t in ue. if t hev a re ili i i^f led. 
this government dot's nci( haw a 
righi (o ciiriiinue. If I lose u will 
mean thur we havi* not In.'s'ii able to 
livt up to the expectations uf the 
people. It IS as simple as that 

Q. W/>Ji you seem to bt* saving is 
that you do not H.oir to h.rng im fo 
powiT at anv eort. 

A. Aciiially, m.iny people sug¬ 
gested to me that I should gel into 
the Council. That woidd have Ihh ii 
( he safeM couivc* foi me Many 
friends cold meilui I sh<uilJ not i.ike 
any n<k Thev also citt*<l several 
instances of chief iiimisters being 
the metnlieis of llie Legislative 
CounciJ-froni Kaiaji onwards. Mis 
Candhi WAS also a member iff the 
Kajva Sabha f<*r a peruKf uf her 
Prime Miiiisterslnp. Tbeie is nothing 
wrong, legal I v or const mil u me 11 y. for 
a Legislative Council mt«mber to 
hold the office o1 chief minister. Rut 
I xaid. 'No' If I Ueviiate to face the 
clocroratv it is not worth coiiimuiiig 
ns the chief minister It is my convic¬ 
tion that I must Ite in the office only 
with ihe Mipiwirt of the people 

Cf. H’baj IS it hke hei/iff j rhiet 

mhnster? 

A: Well. I do not know. It has not 
made any differeiwe to me except^ 
that I have to work something like la' 
hours a day During the last three to 
four years I have had .i conipJTaiive 
ly easy life. Kiir power ts nothing new 
to me. I have been a minister fot 
quite a long lime. But ii js a dial 
lenge and I would like lo convert il 
into an o|>purtuniiy. 

Q: Opporrtrrrjfy Air nhar? 

At Fur serving the people of the 


The very day thot I was 
sworn in I made a public 
statement saying thot I 
believe In cooperotive 
federalism, end there is no 
question of my itching for a 
confrontation with the 
centre, ft does not serve 
ony purpose. 


state and in the larger cuntvxt for 
the consulidation of the Janata Far- 
ty. as a national aliernaiive. 

Q: What is your lypieaJ day like? 

A: I wake up at 6.30 am and I have 
my muining coffee lietwcen 6.30 and 
6.45 dm. Then I read the papers. At 
the came time mv wife ur 1 attend to 
the telephone calls. Some people are 
shut kuii l>ecauNe I pec&unaUy answer 
ihc lelc'iihunc calU. They jusr cannot 
believe that a chief minister attends 
in ihe telephone personally. After 
that 1 haw inv hath and then I have 
mv brvdkfusi in my hedioom bo* 
lause it ic impoiKibk tu have It 
any where elsu with s<»me ISO lu 200 
]H.*Mple stomping all over the place 
evervdav. I'huii I meet these mople 
for .ihoiit half an hour nr so. J can't 
tealiv sit down and talk to them. 
Seven he I e». I meet them Betwuen 
H .30 and 'i nm I leave for my office at 
the secretariat and then it gou.i on 
and on and on mostly meeting the 
people, attending lu tbufilef» talking 
to (lie officers>-the uxuaJ kind of 
thing that any chief minister does. 
Since Inst month I started coming to 
ihis si'sinul office (Ihe uftke Is ciuaa 
lo Uundu Run's residence ami was 
Iniih bv the former chief niimster at 
dios! of Ks 2* lakhs.) 1 work in the 
alieriiooiis Here my youngest 
daugbiei. S.inii.i, brings my lunch. I 
cuiuimie woiking lill about 11 and 
sometimes lill 1 at night. Then I 
go baik to my lesideiice. (Ilc i* ihe 
fust chief minister who has. not 
lak< ti govro nrm-iitaccomiuodu(ion.)l 
hardlv talk to my children, my wife 
and ihev .ire alwavs complaining. 
Orhei person.Ii deiajlsi I am married 
iMih two daiighers and a son. Mv sun. 
UhaiJi, IS iheeldesi. Ife has married 
a Mar wan git I—a love match. He has 
an ioOiistiial vheci in Feenya which 
he secured ahnuT twiuand-a.fialf 
ve.ii s ag(K My first dnughicr, Mamta. 
m.iintHf a Siiidhi boy. Again, h love 
niairiage She tuns a boutique, so 
does itiv daughter-iii-iaw. Su every 
iiit^mber of inv (jniilv i** seJ^ 
employed. M> voungest daughter 
has jusi dom* her MA in s<iciolQgy 
and is planning todoacoun^ in 
business maiiagenienl. 

D H'ds your mar r iage, too. a love 
ir? Jffi.rge ^ 

A Well, yes und no. Or perhaps, 
both. I had gone and stayed in their 
house and liked the girl. 1/ater I 
niurned her Her father had also 
asked me if I would like to marry 
bet. I said, yes That settled the 
matriT, 

Q'Are any itl your children keen on 
joining politics? 

A. I don't think so. They seem to 
think (hat one is enough in a family. 
Q. Do you afiiee? 

A* Well. I do nut believe in dynas¬ 
tic politics. Of cuuise. they xre free 
to chnose iheir own course. They are 
all imeresied in politics hut they do 
not show undue interest in it ur take 
udvainage of my office. Thai lit how 
it should he. 



CONVERSATION 


^'Farooq Abdullah does not want a 
confrontation with the centre" 

Syed Mir Qasim told UDAYAN SHARMA 


With fhi‘ i'Ux'tions ro Jjmmu and 
Kush 111 u' A-isfmbfy drawing cUi^. 
chief mini Kiev Dr Fantoq AlH/idlah 
has refused to hdiv any elviiorut 
understanding with the Congress i!/ 
According to souices close to both Or 
AMutUh and his friendfMe kajiv 
Cendhi. the chief niinisier'* mm is 
very clear:he does not ivant to he 
identifM as an agent of the govern¬ 
ment of Jndiir This move wilt not 
only help chetk the nnyPakistun 
elements in the valley, like the Pev 

i des Conference ana (he Jamusit i< 
slami, who arc only waiting for an 
opportunity to raise chauvinistic sto- 

f ans and join hands to "thwart off 
ortignem" huf also to appease a 
section of hni dimers in the Sarioniil 
Confeiencc itscii which Is oppt>sed 
to having any truck with the centre. 
For instance, some NC leaders whom 
Or AbduUah has dropped from his 
cahinet, tike (tulam Sahi Kochar. are 
only waiting to discredit the CM. 
This largely explain why Or AhduT 
lah. who canvassed for the Congres- 
s(S) during the Delhi iiotls in an 
attempt to woo the Muslim vote, has 
refused to join hands with ihv Con- 
gress(t). 

Therefore, durinti the election 
campaign. Dr Abdullah is expected 
to take a middle course:on the one 
hand he is likely to criticise the 
centre, to prove tv the people of the 
state that he is indeperideni. while 


on the other hand, he ts expected to 
inMit Sin cordial relations with the 
ventre ro wcurc aid for the develop¬ 
ment itf the state. It'hjr DrAMulhn, 
however.ishkctviu-ttn ssis that he is 
following his f.ithxu's pidJcxK*.s and 
that hv is ready to root our con op¬ 
tion. To make His point. Dr Abdullah 
hits already prum ii(^jrc»</ an ordi¬ 
nance for the dei'laration of assets by 
puhhc men and public servant's. 
Fven members of the state council 
are covered by this ordinance which 
was piomuigated on Januaiv 
JVS.l Be.sides, Dr AlHlulinh ptopo-ief- 
to have a fresh s*'t of Mationai Con¬ 
ference ML Ac In the vallc\'. he 
iwuld face verv httic challenge tiom 
the Congtvssth which may wtti foui 
to SIX seats and that too only liecaase 
of ,he iniluence of the l andidatvs 
Or Altdullah mny get more n^iri 
Muslim ixites in the Jammu icgion 
than his father useti ro. Take for 
exampltt the Hiraiiagar constituency 
of Kathiia dtstria in Jammu. A veter¬ 
an Congressman. Oirdharilal Oogia, 
had been rerurired ru the Assembly 
till 1980 when he was elected to 
Parliament. When by elections took 
place Thakur Baidev Singh of the 
BJP iMeaied Mr Dogra's brother. 
The National Conference candidate 
polled about S.OOO votes. Incidental¬ 
ly. the Congrebsfli was defeated by 
about 3.000 votes. This trend is tikelv 
to continue this rime also in all the 


constituencies of Kathua and other 
Mu.dim dominated areas. Thus the 
National Conference is confident of 
winning at least -iO seats out of 76 in 
(he Jammu and Kashmir Assembly. 

If Nirh the Congre>isH) and the 
Nattonai Confvtence fight each 
•uhvr ii will only help Jamaat i- 
Islam I and the pn-Pak elements in 
the vaihy and the HSS and Afu5^/m 
communahsts in the Jammu region. 
Hut there i.< a strong hbbv led hv Die 
J-KPCCd) chief, Mr Mufti Moham¬ 
med,among the Congressmen of the 
valley. This lobby h toeing the line 
that if Congress has to survive in the 
valley ir will have to fight the Nation¬ 
al Conference tooth and neil. There 
am some hical Congressmen, in a 
very small minority, who wartr Cov- 
ernor's rule after the dis.solution of 
the state assembly. But the Kashmir 
experts hove warned the high corn- 
maud of the Congress!I> that if cen¬ 
tre takes this course it might lead to 
Dr Abdullah's joining hands with 
Muslim milttanis. Then the Congres- 
s(l) will have to close down its shop 
in the valley tor alt times tv come 

There is a strong section in the 
Congressdf led by a very senior 
Congressman Syed Mir Qasim who is 
advocating that the Congress should 
not oppose National Conference bur 
shoula have a friendly contest so 
(hat the possibilities of a coalition 
government remain open in future, 


Syed Mtr Q^simithud fiom nahii as mmistet of civil \uppbci presiding over a meeting in Delhi in 1976 




Syed Mir Qasim beIon((S to that 
class of politicians who sttli beliere 
in old Congress traditions. He is 
always outspoken and honest while 
talking on various political issues. 
Ha tv<i5 the parson who had negoti¬ 
ated with Sneikh AMvIlah in 1975 
on l>ehal( of the Congress. In a long 
interview to Sunoav he spoke on 
various national problems. 

. Qnsim Sjheb. you were 
the jK'rson who vavuted 
the chair of the chief 
minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir for Sheikh Abdul¬ 
lah in 1975. Vfiu wore also the chief 
architect of the shortlived friendship 
between the Congress and the 
Narunial Conference. Why do you 
feel that the Congress and the 
Watiuiial Conference should have 
friendly relaiions? 

A; Even (od^y my vuncepc is that 
'he CimKreMx and the Nanonal Con* 
^i^ienco >linuld hav« ^eiular. cicmch 
cratic and mniaUst ideas. As ^pa* 
rale pailies Ixith can accuse each 
other <if not brifiK \ccuiar. clcmocra* 
tk ur uncialtsiic. Knr example when 
Omfjivssmcn accused the Mteikh n| 
having tin atlianco with the B.IP in 
(he muMicipahty elections of Jammu, 
they were dispuiioK thr principle of 
Secularism of Sheikh Sahah. Sneikh 
Snhal) lor exarnnk accostd them of 
votirift for on indepeiident candidate 
fill I he Kajya Sahlia rieklioiisi. who 
according: to him was not secular. Rut 
I believe (hat since Ixith believe in 
the same ideals they vhoulJ iin( have 
giiorcehcd amon^ ihemselves. 1 did 
visualise .11 that time that secular 
forces wonlil mei>;s‘ When 1 rhoU(>h( 
of (he merger I visviehsed (he Nation* 
al Confeienco mer^miit with (he Con* 
pre>s. Bui Sheikh Sdhah thouKht 
otherwise. I did, up (u a certain 
exieiii, appreciaie his argument fur 
keepinij (he National Conference 
alive. Even then, both of uv thouphi 
(hat wc would fIItiction ja com 
piementary forces to each other, not 
in confrontation wirh each other. 
That has been my view and I ihnughi 
(bat (his mmld help in comhaiing 
the influences of elements which 
were not secular and democratic— 
either Muslims or Hindus. This was 
my concept. To my groat disapptnni- 
ment, things have developed in such 
a wav (hat my wish is yet to ba 
fulfilled. 

Q. After the death of the Sheikh 
there has btwn a gua/irorice change 
in the relations between the centre 
and the Sational Conference. Don’t 
you feel that Or Parooq Abdullah has 
come much closer to the centre and 
Kfra Gandhi's faintly? 

A: 1 have made it abundantly clear 
that (hero is a definite and positive 
change* farmxi Abdullah says he 
does not w*uni any confrontation with 
the eenire, My impression is (hat 
even Sheikh Sabab did not want any 
confrontation but irritants de* 
veloped and he reacted very sharply. 
There fore,, we find u qualitative end 


There is no question of 
hiding the fact that Muslims 
are generally not happy 
with the Congress. So they 
have shown their 
unhappiness(by not voting 
for the Congress-1 in the 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka elections). Even 
in the Delhi elections a 
majority of Muslims did not 
vote for the Congress. 


positive change as far as the rola* 
tions of Ferooq AIkIuIUH end (li« 
centre are concerned. Again, unfui * 
(unaiely. asferasthe situation in the 
state is concerned, this positive 
change is not reflected. 

p. H'hy.^ Who f.« responsthle for 
thts? 

A: You can ask this quesiion to the 
president of the Congress. 

Q: Can vmi analyse Dr A bdutlah 'v 
f>ei'(urm«inre os the chief mrnrsiei of 
Jammu mid Kashinii^ 

A; Thiv has been loo short .i ]>enod 
to give either a good or a litid certifi¬ 
cate. But ihus fur I have no cum* 
plaints against him. 

O; Do you find any sfKxtfti change 
m nis style ol functioning from that 
of the late .^eiJch AMulUh? 

A: The style is defmiteJv difterent 
He IS young, more oncigviic and his 
stvle IS new. I do nnt find auv fault in 
his stvk*. 

Q: H'hai IS the main difference^ 

A: He does not want to confroni 
the centre. He* hus so far kept him¬ 
self clean. H<* is very mobilv and Kjs 
age is in his faviair. 

Q: How vrould you tike to face the 
fonhioming elections tn Janimu and 
Kashmir? 

At The question nf f.tcing ihe Hoc- 
tions does not arise. I would like to 
oppreciate ihe results ot this elec¬ 
tion. The election result would be a 
great education for mv future actum. 


India is not a communal 
country. Higdus in a 
majority pursue secularism 
and minorities in large 
numbers also follow suit. 
These are the people who 
wish to fight communafism. 
There are sections of 
communalists who 
generate tension. If we are 
alert, if we know the 
reasons we can control 
these clashes in time. 


Q: Would you like to commant on 
the present communal situation ia 
the couatry? 

A: I. as an Indian, am really wor* 
ried. The largest minority, the Mas* 
linis, fe«ls very unhappy now. And 1 
fiTKl soma genuine unnaminess in 
(heir mood. 1 would like the scculdi* 
etcmeius within the Congress and 
those who have left (li« Congress to 
seriuusly ponder over the situation 
m the interests of the country. 

Q: What should be the first step 
taken to sSiop communal incidents 
from bteekmg out all over the 
country? 

At I have thuught over this con¬ 
siderably and 1 will specifically sug* 
gest ihai the centrul governmenti 
which IS run hy (he Congress, takes a 
serious imic' of (he manifesto the 
Congress n released before the 1980 
l.ok Sabha elections in which there 
was a detailed analysis of the threat 
of lommunulism and where very con* 
ere to u nd prat (ic a b I e steps were sug* 
gesi4>d. An implementaiion of thU 
would he mv fust stepi fulfilling (he 
premiers made in (he manifesto of 
the CurigressO I. 

And. scc<mdJy. I wxiuld like to have 
short-term and long-term steps. 
Short-icim steps would be like en¬ 
suring the sHiery of rhe life and 
pioperty of the mhmniu's hy having 
an integratCil force nl law and order 
which cun ensure thi.s. The long-term 
step would l>e to estiihllsh a soiio- 
eiuiiomic research msiiiutc wirh a 
modern ouihmk in monitor social 
Imbalances which loud to communal 
clashes. 

Hut one thing is clear India is not 
u communal coimirv. Hindus in a 
majority purNue secularism arid 
niinorita-c m l.iigi- luimliers also fol¬ 
low suit. These uie the people who 
wish to fighi communaiism. There 
arc* sections of communalists who 
go lie rare tension. If we arc alert, if 
wo know (he lojsoiis we can control 
these clashes m time. This is not very 
diffiLiili liocuuse the Indian mind H 
very secular. 

Q: M'/tar xs rfie/rtam problem of the 
minonr/e.s or say. the Muslims? 

A: The main problem according to 
me. is insecurity. The ininorities feel 
that their property and honour are 
not safe. The next is economic ift* 
security because of utiem ploy ment. 

1 understand that unempioymenr Is a 
general problem. But they (the 
minority community) feci that they 
are not getting a proportionate share 
of I h e fruits otde ve lo pme nt. This U a 
sociO'CLonomic problem as well as a 
general problem. 

What were rhe promises made 
in the election manifesto of the Con- 
gressil) in J9H0? 

A: There were provistoas for a 
security force consisting of various 
communities. To have such an inre- 

6 rated force was our first promise. 

fe had promised to have a special 
peace keeping force. The manifesto 
read: “A special peace-keeping force 
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wilJ be creited to prevent end sup- 
press communal violence. U wilt ba 
composed of people drawn from 
minority communities, scheduled 
castes and scheduled tribes and 
others ** This force would not be 
influenced by communal feelings. 

There are some emotional issues 
like lan^uege, like personal matters. 
We had also promised to implement 
certain decisions on the economic 
front. These were not vague or 
attractive promises. All these were 
concrete promises. I am quite sure 
that thus far we have not taken all 
the necessary steps to this direction. 

Q: What went ufroag during tha 
hat three yaara? 

A: That 1$ what I am saying. We 
have not implemented our promises. 

Q: Why? 

A: That is a Question for those who 
implement policies and those who 
are the policy mekers because this is 
a policy matter. 1 am not one who is 
suppos^ to implement these proni' 
ises. 

Q: Tha party which gave these 
promises came into power w;rh a 
thumping ma;orily in the Lok Sabha 
as wait as soma of tba Assembijes. 
iVhar then are the reasons for tba 
non irnpiemeatetion of tha policies? 

A: Th« reasOBs are that tlie 
aeriousoesf. the dynamism, the 
capacity to monitor the implement!' 
tion of the promises in the 

manifesto has not developed in this 
country. 

Q: what are your eemmenta on rise 
memorandum aubmittad to the dn> 
ion govarnmeat by (he Musltm MFs? 

A; t have made ii very cleer about 
what the intentions of the memoreii' 
2a 


dum were. The intention was to draw 
(he attention of the government to 
the grievances which were well- 
known. Therefore, there was nothing 
wrong in this. I only suggested and 
firmly believed that it should not 
have been Muslim MPs alone (to 
have submitted the memorandum) 
because there are equally secular* 
minded Hindus, Christians and 
others who feel chat these grievances 
should be met. They should have also 
participated in submitting this 
memorandum. I told then that if I 
were there I would have suggested 
that there should not only be 4S MPs 
but 200 MPs in which all the ocher 
communities should have been rep* 
resented. 

Q: Why are you « member of Ait 


The main problem is 
insecunty. The minorities 
feel that their property and < 
honour are not safe. The | 
next Is economic insecurity 
because of unemploymerYt. 
They (the minority 
community) feel that 
they are not getting a 
proportionate ^are of the 
fruits of devetopment. This 
is a sodo-economio 
problem as iweft as a 
ganeralpfoblem. 


indie Musiim Mejlis^Meshaura of 
which Sped Shahabuddin is the con¬ 
venor? 

A: There Is no controversy in this. 
First one has to understand the back* 
ground in which this organisation 
was formed. This was founded by 
Mehmood who did not have a rapuia', 
lion of being communal. He said that 
there were various parties which 
panic ipated in elections. And there 
werd some issues of the Muslims 
which are not election issues like 
language, waqf property, 
laaveyards* Muslims personal law. 
etc. These issues concern all Muslims 
irrespective of their party affilia* 
tions. So, he gave representation to 
all parties. Viewing these issues 
from the pome of view of a Muslin, 
free from party affiliations, is the 
objective or ChU organisacioit Hence 
there can be no controversy. 

Q: As a very senior Congressman, 
how do you view the situation in 
Andhra Fradesh end fCarnataka 
where MusJitos did not vote at all for 
the CongressfSi? This has happened 
for the first time in tha history of the 
Congress party. 

A: 1 have airdady eaplained the 
situation by elaborating the prob* 
lem. Thnce isgto question of hiding 
the fact that Muauoss are generally 
not happy with the Conireii. So they 
have sbmvu tbe^ unhappihatt. Even 
in the EMlhi clcctfoiu a majoHcv of 
Muslims did Mt vote for me Cost 
gress. There Is M denying that fact. 

the MualimM?'' 

A: At ha^medg (he itigh 
command eware ee It i. « • 
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Cooperation with India is in 


Nepai's interest 


L and'locked lies 

wedged between the Tibet 
region of the People’s Re* 
public of China to the 
north and India to the 
east, west and south. India has 
always been in favour of regional 
cooperation in South Asia but has 
been reluctant to take the lead 
lest it be accused of hegemonistic 
tendencies. Fortunately, the smal¬ 
ler countries have taken the initia* 
tive. Thus, the Prime Minister of 
Nepal, whilst inaugurating the 
second meeting of South Asian 
Foreign Secretaries in Kathmandu 
in November 1981, observed that; 
*'The concept of regional coopera¬ 
tion was a logical response to ihe 
pressing problems of develop* 
menr...** Because of its traditions 
and the presence of e Hindu ruler, 
most Indians take it for granted 
that Nepal will be a partner in 
defence. But differences between 
the two countries have been high¬ 
lighted ov^ the yeert. A study of 
the economics and topography of 
the region will help us to under¬ 
stand why this is so. 

Nepal 19 composed of three re¬ 
gions The Terai Plain in the south 
runs along the Indian border and 
has close triding and cultural links 
with India. This region contains 40 
per cent of the country's population 
and accounts for 60 per cent of its 
gross domestic product. To the 
north lie the Great Himalaya moun* 
tains with peaks that are perpetual¬ 
ly snow-covered. Between these two 
Mils lies the Hill Region which 
contains almost 60 per cent of Nep* 
al*i population; Kathmandu Valley, 
the adininistrative and commercial 
centre of Nepal, is situated in this 
rtaioa. Kepel. one of the least de¬ 
veloped countries of the world, is a 
population's sporting country: 
thousands of hillmen have be^ 
oi^aciflg to India. But India can no 
mger provide luiphii land or easy 
amployiMOt opportunitHS fpr Ne^ 
al*s p^ulaiioD. Today, the Terai 
has beoMBe an outlet for the hiU 

a alatioo which once migrated to 
a. This ia creating probloAs; 
two rpduire special meniion. First, 
defomtation of the Terai ia eoduc- 
Ink Che coontr^i rosourcee for de- 
vaapmam nod is IncroMinA soil 
eroilon; «ucb of iha damage is 


lAi Che coontr^i rosourcee for de- 
vaapmam nod is IncroMinA soil 
oroilon; much of iha damage is 
ifrenrsiblo and puts the country's 
ecaryMem ender sovera stcaln. 
8edoo4 Sa geitUiig of hill peop la 
ia dm Tarai incraipai the pemfBll* 
ity of p^tical confUct bet W eesi the 
huls ani^ plains people. Tension is 
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arising over divergent views on who 
is ''loctr and who It an outsider. 
Though the plaint people are na¬ 
tive to the Terai, the hills people 
''view themselves as more rcprO' 
semanve of Nepali culture...Few of 
the plains p^ple from the Terai 
can be foun d in the power structure 
of Nepal.. Nor can their grievances 
be expressed through organised 
political parties " 

Efforts to modernise Nepal were 
sierted in i9!)l through e series cd 
five-year plans. The first plans sue* 
cessrully established an infrastruc¬ 
ture: roads, power and social ser¬ 
vices. However, in spite of many 
attempts, the fruits of land reforms 
and indusinaJisition have bees 
‘'erratic, uncertain .uni tardy.* As 
the people in the countryside have 
little purchasirm power, they are 
unable to stimulate the small-scale, 
basic consumer-goods industry. 
Thus, e brood domestic market nev¬ 
er emerges and the development of 
non-agricultural jobs remains 
stunted. Some NcpaWie propagate 
the mischievous theory loat it ii in 
the interest of India's industrialiss* 
tkin pfMramme that Nepal diould 
remain a cion'induexrulised neigh¬ 
bour forever. 

When China moved into Tibet. 
Pgsdit Nehru delcared that Nepal 
was a part of India's security 


Peace and Friendebip was signed 
between Nepal and India. In f97& 
Sing^ireodra proposed that Nepel 

The proposal (that Nepal 
be treated as a zone of 
peace) seems to equate 
Chl na^ India and indi- 
CBtestfiat in NefMl's 
world per^>ective. India is 
in Vte seme category of 
power as Pakistan artd 


bo troatod.by its neighbours as a 
soor of ponce, 'nds prupani was 
later IfKorporatnd as a major fora* 
ign policy goal in cbe llilrd Amend¬ 
ment to the Nepalese ConsiituNon. 
Chine, Ben^adaeb and Pakistan 
have acceptM the proposal but In¬ 
dia has not endorsed it. eiplaiftHig 
that a Treaty of Peace aae 
FriendAip alra^ between 
the two counoies. The Ntpal^*^ 
government argues that ihare is no 
controdinion between a peace sons 
proposal and the 1950 Treaty; nor is 
Ne^l usbf the proposal as a 
means to circumvent the Treaty. 
India urgM that efforts should be 
directed towards establishing sta- 
bltl^ in the entire South Asian 
region; it would, therefore, be logic-* 
al chat South Asia, including the 
Indian Ocean, be declared a tone of 
peace. Nepal does not accept this. 
India is also unhappy that Nepil’s 

S nposal involves rekisian end 
angladesh: neither have common 
frontiers with Nepal. While the 
proposal seems to equate China 
and India, it indicates that In Nep* 
al's world perspective, India is in 
the same category of power as 
Pakistan and Bangladesh; with Chi* 
aa as the only nuclear power, the 
propose] becomes a covert accept¬ 
ance of a Chinese nuclear umbrella 
over the sub-continent. It seems 
that Nepal's nihag elite is being 
tempted to align itself with an 
emerging US-China exis. 

There is noother aspect in which 
the proposal is unequal. Today, In 
dia and Nepal have ao open boraer, 
with NepalcM citiMtis enjoying 
dual nationality; over 25,000 serve 
in the Indian Army. In 1981, there 
were half-a-million Nepal-born im¬ 
migrants In India; over one million, 
others used Nepali as their mother* 
tongue. If Nepal becomes a sone of 
peace. It would necessitate her, 
maintaining equal relations with all 
her neighbours; In other words, the 
border between Nepal and India 
may, like China's border, be closed 
and the Nepalesa in India would 
have to carry paaaperts and their 
entry would be re s tneted as aliens. 
The effect of this on Nepal would 
be aevwe in economifi social and 
polstkai terms. Both Indm and Nep¬ 
al have vutnerabilitfM wfaicb till 
DOW have beensiMued byapolky 
of mutual good ntlghbourliaees, 
iwo4n tarfc ren ce and rettrainc. It is 
to be hepod that notthm will loaa 
light of their rotpectlvo national: 
taieresis for tempting, short-term 
benefita. 









Remembering Dr Strangelove 
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mm yetrt tfo 
th« iM r«ccr Sellers 
srarred in whtt now 
ippeirs w e remerk* 
ably preecient film, le 
was litledt Dr Strtngeiove. or< How 
t leer/ied to stop worryut$ snd hro 
the bomb. Some Sunuav readers 
may recall ihat the essential rheni^ 
of the film was hawkish Pentagos 
chiefs and the start of an accidental 
nuclear war, Peter Sellers' perform* 
ances were, as usual, brilliant and 
how we all laughed. Today, it is 
impossible to laugh and nor)ias the 
film been shown recently in the 
West For the Siranteloves appear 
to be in power io the United States; 
Ronald Strangelove la President. 
George Strangelove is vice* 
president and T.k. Strangelove is « 
senior strategist placed by his Pres* 
ident in the Pentagon. The joke 
seems to be on us. a fact which the 
burgeoning peace movements m 
the West appear to have grasped 
fairly clearly. J must confess that I 
was not totally convinced that 
Reagan was qualitatively different 
from Carter or Ford or Johnson. 1 
thought that the peace t^ovement 
and Its spokepersoni were eaaggei** 
ating slightly to boost their cause. 
Not that! grudged them their prop* 
Msnda. 1 just wasn't convinced by 
it myself. I was wrong. 

Several weeks ago Reegsn refer* 
red to the Soviet Union as an '‘evil 
empire" that had to be destroyed. 
In his election campaign ha had 
referred to the Russians as ‘‘godless 
monsters.** Then a week or two ago 
he talked of confronting the Soviet 
Union in space and announced 
more money to reseerch laser guns. 
Many Americans are by now no 
doubt convinced that Yuri Andro* 

B iv is a Darth Vader figure and 
ollywood fantasies like ater Wars 
■ltd The Empiro StrrJces Bock are 
not so remote from reality. 

After all, wasn't it President 
I Reagan who announced that he 
I would be playing a star role in the 
third "film”? Could it be called the 
End of the Empire? But it was not 
Reagan's awful rhetoric which con* 
vinced me that I waa wronjg. It was 
raihw a conversation with an old 
American acquaintance called Bob 
^heer. who was peciiiig dirough 
Xoodon a few vreeks ago. 

In the Slsties. Bob Seheer used to 
edilt the American mdkaJ Baja* 
aina, Rotnporrs. which was staunch* 
ly aatl-war and soon acquired a* 
^gantlc circulation (for a redkal 
magitin*» 1 mean). Hebert Schear 
is now a saelor jouraallm on the too 
Angaiat nmes. Ha bum also ba a 
tiny Ml of a maaochiB* Wha atae 
woul4 apand throa nd a half vaars 
with Honald Raagen ted hit 


Fifth 
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cohorts? Answer: Very few serious 
iournalisis. Bob Sch^ tunnelled 
away. Ha incerviewad Rsagan. 
Bush. T.K. Jones. Richard Parle und 
many others whose names are less 
fumfliar even io the United States. 
There is a old anti-communist weir* 
do who is an old friend of the 
Reagans. Thetr friendship dates 
back to the McCarthyite wirch* 
hunts against leftists in the Fifties. 
Rsagan and this old weirdo had 
help^ CO expel the Reds from Hoi* 
lywood. including the famous 
scriptwriter Delton Trwnbo. the 
lalenisd director Joseph l.oscy and 
hundreds of others. Reagan's friend 
has been studyiiv treaties ever 
since. Yes. treaties. Acreemcnis 
signed by two countries on pieces of 
parchment or paper. He wrote a 
book attacking all treaties as worth* 
less and believes that SALT should 
be scrapped. He also believes chel 
American cities should have been 
built underneath the ground since 
(ha advent of the atomic aje. Is he a 
nutcase? 1 think, sa but listen to 
PrasidMi Reagan's first major fore* 
ign policy addrau in May 1991 at 
the west Point Military Academy: 
*My good friend Laurwce Beilen* 
sod authored a book a fgH years ago 
caUad tha Trooty Ttop. li was the 
r«^t of years of research and it 
nakas pl^ that no nation that 
placed Its faith on parchment or 

In the us the freeze move¬ 
ment Is a mainstream coali¬ 
tion wfth par^lels in US 
Nstoiy. ft nas brought for¬ 
mer members of the estab¬ 
lishment and the liberal left 
together as never before. 


paper, while at the aama ciaa it 
gave up its protective hardware, 
ever lasted long enos^ to write 
many peges io history.'* See what Z 
mean? Sdwer is convinced that a 
**0014 war cabal of unreccmirrucced 
hawks" is oow running tha US 
administration from the White 
House downwards. His painstaking, 
albeit masochistic work has paid 
off. Scheer's labours hava ratulied 
in an incredibly powerful and 
frightening book (With enough 
shovels: Beogon. Bush end f/ucleer 
war. Seeker and Warburg. London). 
Wbai does the title mean, I can 
hear you asking? It refers to one of 
T.K. Strangelove's asides (TK is 
deputy under*secretary oi defence 
for strategic and theatre nuclear 
forces): "Dig a hole, cover it with a 
couple of doors and then throw 
three feet of dirt on top...tt's the 
dirt that does it...if there are 
enou^ shovels to go around, every* 
bodyj going to make it..." In case 
that I SOT clear, "making it", means 
surviving • nuclear war. 

South Asia should ba amongst the 
safest of places since, at everyone 
knows, we have an unlimited 
quantity of shovaJs. Schcer is con* 
vinced that Reagan and his nucJtar 
cowboys are capable of a nuclear 
first Bitike. When I questioned him 
about this, he replied; "Wall, 1 
think that once you start caking the 
idea of nuclear war serious^' os 
Reagan does, then anything is 
possible. Once you've got rid of the 
idea that nuclear war Is MAD 
(Mutually Assured Destruction* 
)...thea you increase the incentive 
for a first strike." Scheer's book has 
sold 40.000 copies in hardback in 
the USA alone. 

It sold quite well in West Gar* 
many in a week. The book is com* 
mended by men like Robert Mac* 
Naxnara and former US secretary of 
state, Cyrus Vance. Scheer adouta 
that it IS weird that the old liberal 
establishment which was responsi* 
ble for prosecutMg (ha Vietnam 
war is now running scared. In an 
interview in ^e book MacNamara 
mentions three timae in the space 
of a few minutee that wt are lucky 
that dtarc is no madness in the 
Soviet Union and chat Ruaaian lead* 
era are not mad. Hie imMication 
here ia patently obvious. Ail is not 
well in Washington. In cha Uaiiad 
States Itself ibetreasafflovenaent Is 
a malnstraaB coaJUioQ with para* 
Uel in US hluoty. It haa brought 
fonnar Bamban of tha aatabliah* 
meni and the libaraj left together 
as never before. Ita tucctai will 
only ba getmad bv ooa fact: win it 
•uecaad m Maadn|. Raagan at the 
aavt alacdona or aw the Straaga* 
levee ba racuraad to office? 
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Sifini.'tiiiies. Codburvs can sav it 

better than words 














T b* ttiM WM Mt On EMter, 
3 AprSr Barry Jtnkina, tha 
42-yw>old Aitftraliao paa> 
tgr ot ValoD Chur<h would 
ba conductiai *iiiaii convor* 
aioaa’ of badagu (Hindui). Aftar tha 
cangrafation calabratad cba raaur* 
racoon of Jaiui Cbrin. the baptiim 
caraoiony would bagin. At chic iune* 
tura tha Viahwa Hindu ParUbad in 
conhuKTion vricb cba Yot^ Badaoa 
AMOciacloa and tba NU^U bar 
Aatociation would tconn into tba 
church practocti and forcibly pull 
out tha about*lo>be baplisad bada> 
Tha aManblad Chrutiini would 
lichr back. RaauJt: a comnuoal 
claib. Tba incuraion would laid to 
vioJabca and Moodibad and oaica 
poaaibly proroka a polica fihni laav* 
Blinv iaiurad or avan dead. Tha 
rial ¥rouid hava aani abock wavaa all 
ovar baciuaa tha placa la Oocy (Uda* 
fanandalan), loutb Jtidia'r moat 
papular hill nation, MatUng 7,SOO 
raai atop tha vardani. tranQuil Nil* 

S ’ria (blue mountlina), of Tanul 
idu. And whai waa worsa. tha tour* 
lai laaaon had juic btguo. 

Haaricii about tba maa) convar* 
aioDi In which about 100 badagas 
vrora to ba "forcibly” convartad to 
Chriatlimcy. masbara of tha Vijhwa 
Hindu Parianad and the Arya Sana) 
inclucUni a aaffron clad iwtmr;V who 
bad coma all tha way Irooi Hydar* 
abad convariad at Ooty to prerant 
tha fullibit fnm bairj "ancicad out 
of tha Hindu fold.” Tha santimenta 


wai aat On Eaatar, 


santunenta 


of lha advocitai and tha badaiaa of 
tha hiU (own had been whipp^ up. 
All had awoopad down armed with 
indignation to ansura that iha pastor 
did not waan away tha ”innocant” 
and "lllitarata” badagaa with tha 
lure of nooty, food, clothaa and 
promises of handsoma Jobs In Au* 
stralia. A Viahwa Hindu Parishad 
mem bar said that according to ihair 


Board outside t/oioa Church aanounces 
the aervica riaiogr 


* ♦ V* > 1 



informadoo about 100 badagas wart 
to ba coarartad oo 3 ApnL They 
cama to know about the convaraion 
becausa *two of our manb an bad 


SPtCIAL RELPOH f 


becausa *twe of our manb ar s bad 
bean contaciad by tba church 
agents.” Tba RS8 top laadara wara 
raady to apnag into actioa and tbay 
daciM uut tba Hindu mUltano 
would unitadly launch an anack tba 
moment dta pastor began bis bapt* 
iSB c a remony. Blistful^ unaware al 
the eveata that were scheduled to 
take placrn Ooty residents and tour* 
iits went aoovt tbetr daily choraa on 
2 April-^c regular residents and 
the tourists beating the baat of the 

C ' IS by erriviiig in busloads into 

. 

In a statement, the Uadurai unit of 
the Arya Samaj mada it dear that 
”ihe Arya Samaj is vary much con* 
earned about tha acfividae of tfaaae 
socaJled aisstonaries of Christian* 


S f. alluiing tba poor paople of tba 
indu coauiumiT bv offering tffts. 


Hineu coauiumiy oy onenng gms. 
food and otbar tilings,” add^ that 
"mass cooversioos to Christianity 

{ lanned by Christian missioearies 
ave created cemmunel tension.” 
The Arya Samaj hoped that the au* 
thoriti^ would take steps to prevent 
the conversions. In De^mbcr 19S2, 
in 4 nOwi sheet brought out by the 
Union Church a refarcsce was made 
to a man who had been a deveiae 


L^d Ayapp^ He had baen going oo 
pilgrimaM to Sabarimsla every 
year for IS years. Entitled "Prince w 
peacei* the news sheet announced: 
^Tbis year we are printing a tract m 
Tamil which is the testimony of a 
man who went on tUs pilgrimage for 
2$ years but did not find peace until 
he found Lord Jesus Christ.’' Making 
a reference to Pastor Jenkins' 
alleged denigration of the Hindu 
gods, the representetives of the Arye 
Semaj siete that "this dearly astab* 
Usbes the fact that the atm of the 
fore^n missionaries is not social 
sorvke but exMosion of Christian 
religious and church activities." The 
iignaiories of the ttaiement pointed 
out that they were not against volun* 
lary coovarsieos but certainly ob* 
jected to ”»Dvatsions plann^ by 
these missionaries which are 
schemed by alluring the poor paopU 
with false promises and wbolasaJe 
condeinnatM of the Hindu reli* 
eion.” It endorsed the extradition of 
Barry Jenkins. Tbe statement dated 
2 April 1963, submitted to the cMlec* 
tor of Nilgiris district was signed by 
Mr M. Naiayanaswamy (representa* 
tive, International A^n League, 
Delhi! and Ur S. G. Vamuanurthy, 
reudeBi. Arye ^amej, Madurai. 

What is comcidenid is that similar 
staienenis were made by other lob* 
bias. The representatives of the Hin* 
du comnuimty urg^ the authondes 
to stop the conversiofl being dene by 
"offering bribes and coercion” and 
demandM ihe extradition of tbe paa* 
lor. In a resolviion passed an 39, 
Uateh 1963. die execUlW Goaiimla 
tea of the Young Badaga A i sedi ri en 
warned that tea mass cu nvdfMDn 


How a conu 


was 


The peace of Ooty, the ^aci 
waa to be shattered red 


was to be shattered rec 
Hindu Parishad decided to 
Australian pastor to co 
during Ea^r. ANlTil 
recently, reports on how a o 

thelai 


slated to ba bald on 3 April would ' 
lead to communal cUthat and felt 
that tbe matter should be taken to 
the Congreeaft) MU Mr K. Kalltn, 
representing the Ooty constituency 
in the Tamu Nadu Icglslati^. Tbe 
Nakkubetta Badagi Association also 
complained of the "innocent” bade* 

K is being lured Into Christianity. 

epresentativasof this organisation 
told Sunday that they suspected tba 
murky presanca of a machiavellian 
plot for, Barry Jenkins has allegedly 
rrsined hii proselytisaiJon guns ex* 
clusively on the bsdagas. 

The Nilgiris Bir Association also 
resolved to "condeam the activities 
of the missionaries of the Union 
Church” who made "scurrilous 
attacks against the Hindu religion.” 


The ramjf coogregsr/on with Peter Btnjtnii^(i' 
bis brother Putor Victor Sonjsmin (sts/jdirtg 









munal clash 
[verted 

hill station of Tamil Nadu. 
it when the Viahwa 
op. at all oosta. attempts by an 
ert Hindus to Christianity 
^RATAF. who was in Ooty 
tnn^unal not was prevented in 
.moment. _ 

Thn too domaoded (ho oxirodition 
of rnc pMtor. On 2 Apfil, the cotmi* 
^wn Mgao. fuoo ol • comnunal 
conflafration hod boon lit That (be 
situatlofl wts oxplotivo thort oo 
doubt. Yot doipttt tbo dotcraina 
(ioD of all th« various aasodatloAS 
which bid found common irouod in 
(ho mass conversion to spark a riot. 
Eaitar wont off peacofuUy at the 
Union Church. A coatin|ani of tho 
Tamil Nadu Spocial P?Uco turvoyod 
tho scoM with watchful eyos. thore 
was no convorsion, no vlolenca. no 
bloodshed and no Jathi.char|o. 


O n oxamining the situation in 
most riots, mo is inclinod to 
castifito tho ostabliihacnt which 
cannot ]ark ittolf oui of id stupor in 


'a; rho back, right, with a book io his hand> end 
Id or the hood of the group on tho Jc/tJ 



timo to abort a not Sut tbo Oetp 
iaddnt was a stark cootriM whoa 
the aotabliAaont Ssed tho gvb cd 
its cnmbirstims a n on ymit y, slipped 
into tbo khaki uniform of the mm- 
tntoadent of police f SP) of the Nllgtr- 
is and actM with cemmMdomo 
alacrinr and tact. Ho actuaSp sue- 
coed eg in avofting a riot. 

SunDAY learns from reliabU 
sources that the rspreiaotatlvas of 
various amod atioos bad met tho SP, 
Ur S. fUmani oo 2 April and 
known tbalr intoatioas. Tbt assoda 
tions wanted (ho poUco to step a and 
stop the coBVorsioQS, falling wbkh 
tbo clash would bo orgartisod Ytt 
this was an absurd dooMnd from the 
auihoritios* poiot of view bacauso 
thofo is DotwBg illsral about convar- 
Sion. On what Itgv grouadi could 
tho polko diract JoaUns to 
rafrain from convartlngf with baraly 
a faw hours left for tno deadUno, it 
would bo iapossibla lor tbo polico to 
ostabJiab that Mr Jenkins was in¬ 
dulging in '’forciblo conversioRs’' by 
lariAg eba *vic6as* with memoy or 
)obs. aa alleged, tf the police acted 
wither concroto proof. Ur Jenkins 
could oaailp drag them to court. 
Moreover, tboot about to bo con¬ 
verted would not admit that they bad 
bWn bought over. Even if thn did 
state that they bad baan lureo and 
(orc^ they could easily ratract latar 
stating that the naremaots were 
made under duress. Tbo SP's hands 
wore lied. Yet the Hindu militants 
bad made it claar that if there ware 
convarsioaa. tboy would go on tho 
rampage. The throat was usequivoc- 
ai. The only solution open to dm 
police: re^iM Jankins not to bold 
tho coBvonion. Credit goes to Mr 
in convlndiig the paster not 
to conduct the cmetneny. On the 
aigbt of 2 April, tbrougb moor oago* 
datsonSi tha SP dcfuaod cfaa sttua- 
doe. 

Wbat is more interaatiag is that 
tbero was no 'mass convarsiod* 
slated to ba bald during Easter. This 
correopoodaat met Jenkins at bia 
raoideace adlosnuig im cburch oo 4 
April lorry Jaakiaa is an evangelist 
btlongiag to an iDdopendont ovango- 
llcaa ustion: Tho Cburcbos ^ 
Chnst of Australia. CUd in a brown 
shin nd bnlgs treustrs, tba Austro- 
Uao is of a medium bright, sharp 
features, wtA a thick blnek board 
that has streaks of grey in it. Ibo 
moat striking feature is his m'os. 
piercing andlntanao. His vrife, Mau¬ 
reen, sat basida him, breaking off 
into an emotional tangoni whiu in- 
TAriably would be cut short by Jenk¬ 
ins with a can, "Let's stick to facts." 

Jenkioa told Siwdav that only 
thm parsons were to ba baptised on 
3 April: Prasad (20). Madiyan (SS) 
and 70-year-old Sevanan. Nor only 
was (ho number of convarrions grese 
Iv aaaggavated but the rile^tlon 
ibet Jenkins has beaa coavertlM 
inooceAi, gullible htitagst mgs o bit 
hoUew wwn tbt convmts la gueaikm 
are SS msd 7S-year4ld men. "There 



is DO mass con vm ti oa. Cenvefaloa la 
anmotbing persooal and baptisms 
taka place oriy after a dmt af prm- 
ration and taming," said Mr Jankins. 
Ha raharatad that thare was naitbar 
coarcimi nor inducameats for people 
accepted Christianity oa their own 
volition. Jankins attributed the 
■UMtiottS of mass conversion to 
daUbarate malidoui propaganda to 
whip up public boatnity to malign 
him 4M w activitias. whan askad 
why ha had made the referanca to 
Lerd Areppt which obviously would 
wound fflMu raligious sendmonis, 

J ankins repliad, "It was not our 
uaniion to ittadc » donifrata tha 
Hindu religion or Ayappa pilgrims. 
We only wanted to receauneod ibai 

E can be found through Lord 
" To establish the fact that he 
M at any tine wanted to create 
discord between the Hindus and 
Christicas of the region, the pastor 
pointed out tbit ine Tamil tract 
rafarred to by the Arya Samal was 
ultlmataly naw printed. The church 
euthoriclM abldM by their lawyer 
Mr L. Pnbhu's counael that inii 
could be construed as "divisive." 
Asked Jenkins: "If we wilfully 
wanted to denigrate tha Hindu ran- 
gion would wa not have printed tha 
Tamil tracts and mass<irculat^ it?" 
Tba pastor also denied tha allegation 
that tha badagas, a comnuinity axclu- 
siva to the Nngiris and wtao account 
for 50 per cent of the nearly seven 
lakh population of the district were 
being singled out for conversion. 
According to him. his church has so 


3d are Hindus, the rest being Christ- 
lesi baloogini to o^er denomina- 
tioos Out of m 36 Hindus, only 50 

C cent are badagas, the rest ba¬ 
ring to other comnunitias. He 
laid that be agreed to the SPi re¬ 
quest of postponing the baptism 

l/aiofl Church w Ooty where ecommu* 
ool clash was s up po io d to lake place 


Confmvedon Pnpe Jg 
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Escoins 

' would be right, if dus picture was taken a iew decades aao. But this is 

1963. 

'Food’ is not a subject to be complacent about. Even a 1963 production figure of 
132 million tonnes becomes inadequate to a population of 664 million, and growing 
at 37,000 mouths a day. 

Forcing the countiy to import food again, for the third year. 

KcTwever, the situation is not beyond control. Modem methods of agriculture do 
exist--high yielding seeds, effective fertilizers, irrigation and mechanisation. But the 
need of me hour is mechanisation right down to the small-holding farmer 

Simple mathematics (roves the point: wiiat a tractor can plough in two hours, a 
pair of bullocks will take ninety-six hours—and the fenner loses out in the vety 
short ploughing and sowing period. 

Resultrless cultivation of land, poor ploughing, less food output and stagnating 
food production. 

On the other hand, visuaJise the benefits of mecltanised (amting: an avemge 
tractor spends 70% of its time ploughing other farmers’ lands. In terms of c:rup 
value, yields on tractor ferms are 63% more. Consequently, tractor fanns empfiy 31% 
more hired labour per hectare. 

No, these are not idle conjectures, but positive conclusions of a National Survey. 
And these benefit j are being reaped In India's n»echamsed districts—the aniy 
districts giving surplus for procurement. 

At Escorts, we’ve pioneered farm mechanisation for three diK^ades. 

Developing advatKed tractor technology In collaboration with K)RO. running 
training schools, and producing the largest number of modem tractors { 1 . 60.000 to 
dale) 

Backed up by the most extensive after sales-service and .quro parts distribution 
network. 

Small beginnings, yes. but beginnings no doubt. 

Because what’s at stake invoK'es all of us in India’s agricultural industiy. 

To give positive meaning to the Green Revolution. 

To produce more food—for our people. And for export—b<x:ause just 10 niiiliun 
tonnes of food ^ins will pay for India’s enim crude oil Imports. 

In a word, self-sufficiency. And that’s the picture of the mture. 

The very near future. 

Right! 


ESCORTS LIMITED 




Giving positive sh^)e to India's tomorrow. 
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c«r«morw on 3 April to oichow vio¬ 
lence alter consuUarton with the 
church elders. He had made a writ* 
ten statement to the auitaoriries clar* 
ifying his position as well as dispro¬ 
ving the aUegail^ns related to the 
conversions. It would appear that far 
from being a Christian ranatic. Bar^ 
Jenkins is a liberal man whose social 
uplifrment schemes include the Min* 
dus as well as the Chri|tians. 

Yet, how is it that all the Hindu 
representatives and militants have 
today ganged up against him? Rumi* 
Rating over the episode, Jenkins 
feels that the only ansvrer is that 
divisions within the church have cli* 
maned in this unholy situation. Pis* 
tor Peter Benjamin of (he Baptist 
Church, Ooty, has been addressing 
the Tamil congregation of the Union 
Church for the last two decades. 
While Peter Benjamin aopears to be 
a committad Mitor totaUv involvad 
in preachirtg the word of the Lord to 
the villagers, his brother Victor Ben* 
jumin has been spearheading ihc 
members of the Tamil congregation 
on a path of confrontation with Barry 
Jenkins. The Beniamins and their 
loyaJists being traoiiionali orthodox, 

I (HI I Christians strongly objected to 
the rapid and controversial charts 
that Jenkins introduced soon after 
his arrival in 1978. The changes that 
evoked their animosity ns Victor 
Benjamin himself told Sunoav were; 

I he removal of the pulpit from where 
the proclamation of the Lord is read; 
changes in the seating arrangements 
so that men and women intermingle 
and face each other and the forma* 
tion of the social action committee 
which they felt tread upon the 
sacredness of the church. Said Victor 
Benjamin; '*We objected to women 
doing their tailoring inside the 
church." Matters came to ■ head 
when the six church trustees took 
over the bookshop on the church 
premises that sails biblical Ucera* 
ture. The social action committee 
had introduced a small scheme for 
making jams, pickles, soaps, ate, to 

f enerate employment for the poor. 

hese products were sold in the book 
shop, Victor Benjamin filed a suit in 
the court that the church premises 
were being used for commercial 
activity. The Benjamins stirred such 
a lot of resentment chat all the craft 
and skills training schames had to be 
disbanded. As the six trustees of the 
church, chaired by Jenkins found the 
Benjamins to be a serious obstacle in 
their work, they removed Peter Ben* 
jamin and appointed another pestor 
to conduct services in Tamil for the 

Teinil congregation But even today 

Peter Benjamin continues to hold 
service outside the church for his 
loyalists A funher rift has been 
created by precipitating a foreigner 
vs Indian issue. ^ neturally most of 
the locals have rallied around the 
Benjamins. A case was also filed by 
Petrr Benjemln challeegiog the 
appoiniment of cha pastor. Both 
cases are still pending diipeaal. 
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Victor Benjjffljn holtStng e service for 
fhe fanwi congrtioiion 


It is significant that on 19 May 
1982, in a letter addressed to the 
Tamil Nadu home secretery, the 
Tamil conmgation under the lead* 
ership of Peter Benjamin com* 
plained that Barry Jankins with the 
assistance of his secretary and 
treasurer Hd. Asariah "had begun to 
convert the church into a forcible, 
deceitful conversion erene.* The 
memorandum charges that "most of 
the people who had fallen prey to 
their tactics and preachmu are 
gullible and poor badagas.* Accord* 
ing to them over 100 badagas had 
bMn converted in three years. The 
memorialists quoted the Union 
Church news shc^ of 10 March 1980 
that when Chendran and Sahadevan 
were baptised "opposition was evi¬ 
dent." Whan asked about this Jenk¬ 
ins said; "If what we were doing was 
deceitful would we have published 
the fact that people were opposing 
our moves. That alone is suffuuent to 
establish our bonafides. In their case 
there was opposition from iha family 
becausa the Hindu elden of the 
family objected to them taking up 
Christianity. 1 think that is a natural 
and inevitable reaction in Todia. In 
our church news, we urged fellow 
Christians to pray that oahadevan 
and Chaadran would succeed in 
overcoming the opposition." 

Mr Peter Benjamin has been send* 
ing several re^stered letters to pas* 
tor Jenkins, ft the letter ^tea 12 
February 1980, Benjamin clearly 
states that the letter was the final 
notice as Jenkins bad not bothered 
to answer the quesiioDs re^rdii^ 
forcibla and deceitful conversions in 
the letters sent earlier. In the letter 
Benjamin alleges: "Your object is to 
increase the membership of the 
church so that you can obtain more 
funds from foreign countries." 
Whether Jenkins is Indulging in un* 
lawful activities or whMer Ben¬ 
jamin Is making motivated allega- 
ilona is for the courts to declda But 
whit la partinent is that the aeamy 


church cuutr oTer sy has spilled over 
to pollute other aectkmi of society, 
in the procen gaialng monentum 
aad bri^ng In us wake the stench* 
of conununalism. 

What is surprising is chat the Nil- 
giris Bar Association, presumably an, 
august independent Mdy has also 
jumped into the fray demanding the 
eacradidon of the evangaUst* When 
asked why they w er e involved in the 
issue, advocate B.J. Bheeman told. 
Sunday: "Wa are interested because 
of the inducements*" But be express¬ 
ed his ioabili^ to put forward any 
concrete proof, * 

It is interesting to note that Bhee* 
man also mentionad that the Bar 
Association had come to know of the 
happenings because "sources within 
the chur^ tell us." This is exectly 
what Jenkins too feels. He dies, for 
instance, the reference to Lord 
Ayappa which was published in a 
private circular. In fact, the words, 
"For private circulation only," are 
prinied in bold letters on top of the 
news sheet .Yet this nawe sheet has 
found Its way to the Arya Samaj, 
Vishwa Hindu Paruhad, Badaga ana 
the Bar Association. One reason why 
the Bar Association is so involved in 
this issue could be that most of tha 
advocates are badagas who resent 
this "poaching" on their community. 
Another reason could be ihet many 
of them have RS5 leaninu. 

A Hindu*(Kristian conironiation 
was mercifully averted on 3 April. 
The Bar Association and the Baoaga 
Association were all in prsisa for the 
SP Mr Ramani for having skilfully 
defused the explosive situetion. 
Communil clashes between Hindus 
and Christians and between Hindus 
and Muslims in the hitherto peeceful 
Nilgiris is no longer an impossibilin. 
One reason is tno stawriim RSS 
infiltration particularly from ICerala. 
R$S activity in the* Nilgiris hu shot 
up in the last four years. While 
NUgiris has been aff^ed ^ the 
drought, the shtkas of the R$$ are 
thriving and spreading fast. All 
along the Ghat section t^m Menu* 
palayem (base town) to Ooty, one 
can see evidence of a propaganda 
war between Hindus and Christians. 
.Religion has been cheapened by a 
b^age of publicity: on one hand 
one sees boldly painted messaMS 
su^ as "Jesus saves," "Praise the 
Lord." "Alleluia," "Jesus loves you," 
"jesus heals," "Jesus never fails," 
"The peace of Jesus," "Jesus the 
Lord sfiall fight for you," painted on 
walla, on signposts aM on curly 
stones. On the other hand, there are 
tha RSS nessages "Jaigurdev, the 
name is God” painted In oold, blood 
letters stering et you at almost 
every curve The other metseges 
include "Dm.” "Om Muruga," *Om 
Hare Ram," "Jaigurudev naasi Xhu* 
da ka," arc. In tM propaganda war. 
the RS8 has aatabilaud a dear laad. 
One hopes tfiat chief nlnieter MGR 
end the stete fovarnraeat will take 
haed to the wridngs on the wall. 
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A night o£ terror 

Rape, violence and murder—the orgy continued for seven long hours in the Jashpur 
sub-division of Raigarh district in Madhya Pradesh, creating some kind of criminal 

history. MASOODUL HUQ reports. 


J ashpurna«4r. 20 March. A pet 
ty 0ureaucranc squabble has 
left a sub-mspector incharge of 
the entire police force in this 
land.lucked sub division of 
Raigarh district (Madhya Pradesh^ 
which shares its borders with two 
neighbouring states: one notorious 
for its haroened inmmals, Bihar, 
and the other, Orissa. The sub* 
inspector's name is Bhaskar. His im 
mediate superior, circle inspector 
Rathor, has left fur ihe district head* 
uarcers at Raigarh where he is to 
cl I bora rv on "urgent maiters** with 
superintendent of police (SPi. 0. 
Kapdeo In a bungalow at .fashpurna. 
gar's civil Unas lives a man who 
should technically be functioning as 
the administrative head of the police 
force in this suh.division His name is 
K. K. Jam. Hisde.signation, addition' 
al superintendent of police (ASRt. 
His Status: "Absconding from duty." 
KU prublem: SP Kapdeo 
ASP Jain has risen fiom the ranks 
to a post which is otherwise reserved 
for IPS officers. He is m his forties 
and has an exemplary service record. 
But over the last vear or so he has 
been on prolongecf leave because of 
his inability to work under a young, 
brash, superior—$P Kapdeo (the SP. 
a bachelor, is almost IS years his 
junior in age). ASP Jain has recenily 
been served with suspension orders. 
His fate is uncertain; so too is the 
fate of Jashpurnagar on this night. 

9.40 pm' The telephone at Jash. 
purnagar PS rings Call from 
Gholeng, a small village about six km 
from the town on the Ranchi high 
way. known only for its imperious 
Roman Catholic church and Holy 
Cross girls' school. The call is being 
made from the Gholeng post office 
(the village has no other telephunei. 
The caller: V. P. Mishra. a local 
contractor and sun of a Holy Cross 
teacher. The message: Holy Cross 
has been attacked—by ab<iut 50 
armed dacoits. 

Sub-inspector Bhaskar is in a fix. 

He has no transp«>r( ai hi^ disposal. 
He sends frantic messages to the 
local transpoit auenis in (he town. 
No luck. About half an hour later, he 
manages to get hold of a private 
truck and with eighi men at his 
immediate disp<isai he head^ for 
(thiTleng, taking the shorier, partly 
kucAche route 

Ghuleii^ I0..)5 pm: The police 
"convoy'' from lashpuniagar ar- 
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rives. The dacoits, after making an 
abortive attempt to break into Holy 
Cross school, nave fled The story 
which SI Bhaskar is told ts as follows* 

It was around 9.1S pm. The resi> 
dent students (numbering almost 
350) of Holy Cross school were hav¬ 
ing their prep classes under the 
supervision of Sister Culab Kujur. 
The principal, Sitter Anita Joseph, 
and the mother superior were away. 
The rest of the nuns, barring Sister 
Culab and three others, had gone to 
attend a late-evening mass at the 
nearby church. The cAowkidar. Peter 
Beck, found two or three people 
peeping through the back gate of the 
school. It was quite dark. Peter 
thought that the nuns had returned 
from church. He promptly opened 
the gate. 

About 20 to 25 masked men 
stormed in. Peter tried to resist. He 
was hit on the head and shoulder 
with somethi/u heavy. Bleeding pro 
fusely, he flcd^owards the dispen¬ 
sary within the compounds of the 
school. Hearing the commotion. Sis* 
ter Culab came out. Immediately, 
she was surrounded by the intruders 
"CAabr do (Give us the keys)," sotne* 
one shout^. Sisi^ Culab did nut 
realise what they were after. "Kya 
cAaAi.’" Sister Culab asked. One of 
the masked men shoved a gun 
against her stomach and said, ^Tijori 
ka chabi (The keys to the safe)." As 
Sister Gulab slowly retreated to the 
school chapel door she realised what 
these pMDle bad came for. Less than 
a fortnight ago, the girls had re* 
ceived their annual stipend from the 
Madhya lYadesh government (under 
the tribal promotion scheme) which 
amounted to almost Rs 1.90 lakhs in 
hard cash. Hie dacoits appeared to 
be well-informed. But wMt they 
didn't seemto know was the fact that 
the money is received directly by the 
students (almost 1,100 of them, in¬ 
cluding day-scbolan). Though most 
of the money is eventually handed 
over to the school for the expenses 
that Holy Cross might have incurred 
on the students over the last y^r, tl 
is never kept in the school office— 
the bank is considered a safer place. 

Sister Gulab told them that she 
didn't have the keys and that, in fact, 
there was no money in the school 
office. ^Telephone, hai.*” someone 
asked. No, the relied, we donT have 
a telephone. The dacoits seemed 
relaxed after this: if there was no 


telephone here, there was certainly 
no risk of one of the nuns ringing up 
the police at Jashpur. One m them 
asked Sister Gulab for har wa|ch. 
Just then there was a deafening 
sound: one of the dacoits had shot at 
the door which ted to an office near 
the parlour. Sister Gulab took this 
opportunity to take off her watch; 
she clenched it in her palm The 
dacoits started roughing her up. Her 
habit had come oft A pair of hands 
reached for her cross; but she held 
on to it for life. She heard someone* 
say in Hindi, '7se gadi mein /e cAa/o 
(Take her to the car)." So, they had a 
car. Or were they lying? 

Sister Bernards who was attending 
mass at the nearby church heard the 
gunshot. She started ringing the 
church bell. Soma of the msarders 
also started ringing the school bell. 
The alarm had been raised It was 
Providence that just then rhe sound 
of an »proaching motorcycle was 
heard. Ine dacoits probably thought 
that the police had came, fh^ fled. 
When they arrived at the main road 
they found that the villagers had 
started collecting. Delay could prove 
cosily. They did not wait A few 
minutes later. Sister Gulab heard a 
second gunshot. By now, the villa* 
gers bad fallen bacV; the attempt to 
confront bullets appeared futile. 

Gurdev Singh's was the first pucca 
house OR their retreat route in the 
outskirts of Gholeng. The dacoits 
broke into his adjoining provisions 
shop. There was nothing worth re¬ 
moving from this shop, except bis¬ 
cuits, flour, and mustard oil. While 
the dacoits helped themselves to 
whatever they could carry, Gurdev 
Smgh wes forcing his wife and chil* 
dren into one of the inner rooms of 
his house. Locking this room from 
outside. Gurdev jumped over the 
wall and ceme oul to have a go at the 
dacoits. He hurled a few stones. The 
reply could have proved faial. But 
Gurdev %vas destined to live. His 
neighbour, Firdius Tigga (an electri¬ 
cian at Holy Cross school), unwilling¬ 
ly came to his rescue. Hearing the 
commotion Firdius emerged from his 
hut, and before he could assess the 
sliuerioA, he coll»sed—shot in the 
stomach. Gurdev Miigh had escaped 
death because the attention of the 
dMoits had been diverted to Firdius 
Tigga. 

Perhaps SI Bhaskar does not real¬ 
ise the seriousness of the situation. 







Perhaps this is so because he is not 
told about the corpse which is lyin^ 
beside the road barelv 200 yards 
away from the Holy Cross school. 
One adivasi has been killed by the 
dacoits. but neither the police nor 
the people of Gholene know about 
his death. The body of Jose^ Mins 
will be found next morning—riddled 
with pellets from a live cartridge 
fired ai point-blank range. 

Joseph Mins had come to Choleng 
to buy khajoor (a material used to 
make mats). A resident of Konchra 
village in Bihar, he had decided to 
stay with his samdhi (son's faihtr-in' 
law), Alouis Toppo, at Choleng. It 
was probably the ha^ye (local rice 
beer) which Mint had been drinking 
that gave him the courage to char 
leftge (he deceits. Mins was carrying 
two kuiharis when he emerged /rom 
Toppo's hut near Holy Cross school. 
Swaying under the influence of alc<v 
hoi. he called out to the dacoits. And 
ho didn't Jive too Jong, 

' SI Bhaskar is unaware of Mint's 
death. But from the other details he 
is given, he draws two vital conclu¬ 
sions: First, that the dacoits, having 
headed further east, must have come 
from Bihar or the border area which 
is barely 50 km from Choleng. 
Second, having come in such large 
numbers they must be in possession 
of a vehicle which they had probably 
parked in the outskirts of uholeng. 

Since no vehicle, however sturdy, 
can traverse the unpr^ktable ter* 
rain in the interiors of this tribal 
belt, SI Bhaskar concludes (hat the 
dacoits are still on the RacKhi high¬ 
way, heading home. If only they cen 
be intercepted before the Sankh riv¬ 
er which divides the state of Madhya 
Pradesh from Bihar... 

The police ‘'convoy** hits the roed 
again. Moving at break neck speed, 
it reaches Lodam, (he last check-post 
before the Sankh river, in a little 
over 20 minutes. Here, approximate¬ 
ly three km from the Bihar border, SI 
Bhaskar is told that no vehicle has 
crossed the Sankh bridge in the last 
two hours or more. The chase has 
been futile. The dacoits, SJ Bhaskar 
concludes, have fled. It is well past 
11 pm. Time to call it a day. Perhaps 
he will return tomorrow, croas into 
Bihar and make enquiries at Manjha' 
toll, the first outpost beyond the 
Sankh river. 

O n 25 March, Madhya Pradesh 
chief minister Arjun Singh cold 
an irate opposition in the Assembly 
at Bhopal that there had been no 
negligence by the police in Jashpur 
«ub-division. The chief minister was 
probably unaware of the fact that on 
the night of 20 March, while SI 
Bhaskar and his ‘‘convoy’' moved up 
and down the Ranchi hi^way. a 
group of about 17 to 16 masked men 
(official figures, arrived at after ex¬ 
tensive investi^tkms by the ClD), 
armed with htnit, two pipe guns and 
belches (adivesi wee^n used for 
hunting), was playing havoc in Jhar- 


E l on, a village barely twt^and-a-heJf 
m north-east of Choleng and about 
half-a-km off the Ranchi highway. 

Ihc dacoits had either fooled the 
police or CM Arjun Sin^ was fool¬ 
ing (he Assembly oo 25 March; 
either SI Bhaskar had seriously be¬ 
lieved that real-life dacoits. like 
their counterparts in Hindi films, 
refuse to travel on foot, or he was 
unwilling, with a posse of eight men, 
to engage a regular gang of dacoits 
which according to sources in 
Gholeng numbered over SO, Whatev¬ 
er be (he case, the masked men. who 
were moving on foot, abandoned the 
Ranchi hignwiiy immediately after 
leaving Choleng. They were still 
heading home, bur through the in¬ 
teriors: their retreat route was 
almost parallel to the highway, 
Jhargaon was the first village they 
encountered, and from the west the 

S rref’s fmukhie—village head) 
>use was the first on their way. 
Phuljams Patel was sleeping with his 
wife in one of the huts around an 
enclosed courtyard which is his 
house. About eight to ten masked 
men broke into his hut. One of them 
asked in Hindi, "Peise kahsn hai 
(Where is the money )>" Phuljams 
replied that he w«s a poor man, so 
how could he have cash at home^ 
This was clearly a lie because Phul- 
itins was the head of the village, a 
landed man, and affluent by all adi 
vasi standards. One after the other, 
/erhts (sticks) began crashing on him. 
His wife Kreaoied and flea Sooner 
or later, ^uliaina had to yield be¬ 
cause no one in Jhargaon would 
come to his rescue. And so he did; no 
one stirred in Jhargaon as Phuljams 
surrendered Rs 1,300 in ca^. e wrist 
watch, two bodsheeis and some clo¬ 
thing. 

This was the first attemM which 
yielded positive results from the 
point of view of the dacoits; and it 
was destined to be the last. Prom 
here onwards begins a sordid story of 
senseless violence, ruthless rape and 
murder. What the marauders hoped 
to achieve is still a myste^. Led 
perhaps by sheer frenty, or mJStra- 
tion over their failure to carry out 
their operation at Holy Cross school. 

Fhulkans: vkiim of rape 



the bandits went abtKit the task of 
creating some sort of dubious crimin¬ 
al history (21 cases were eventually 
registered at Jashpur PS—a one- 
nij^t’s record which has no parallel, 
not even in the Chambai ravines). 
Were the dacoits Irving to pick up all 
that they could before returning 
home? If so, how much could they 
have picked up from these stray 
villages inhahited by the poor Ureon 
community? 

Whatever their motive, the orgy 
conimued. The next victim in Jhar¬ 
gaon was Andreas Urson; his house 
was ransacked, Tarsesius Uraon suf¬ 
fered the same fate. Both offered no 
resistance at all. In terms of hard 
cash, the dacoits could not have 
picked up more than fU $0 from both 
these houses. By now it was abun¬ 
dantly clear that there was no point 
in breaking into houses at random. 
The more ‘Affluent’* houses, like the 
patel's. had to be detected. But how? 

Nature was to play • cruel trick on 
Plasidious Xalxu (pronounced Khal- 
kho) a f7-year-o[d student of a boys' 
high school at Gholen|. He had 
almost fallen asleep in his little hut 
in (he heart of Jhargaon village 
when (he pressure became unbear¬ 
able. Unaware of what had hap- 

F aned at the other end of the village. 

lasidious came out of his small 
courtyard to relieve himself. At the 
entrance (o this coury/ard stood a 
gigantic wooden cross, nrmly entren¬ 
ched on the ground—a testimony of 
(he influence of Catholicism over the 
(Jraun community in this area 
(almost 75 per cent of the Uraons are 
Catholics). Plasidious did not go very 
far beyond the cross. He was caught. 
His hands were lied behind his back. 
For the next three hours he' would 
not answer that call of nature.Tn any 
case, the urge had gone. The will to 
survive had got the better of him; it 
made him betray his own people. 

Plasidious led his captors first 
to the house of Albinus Ekka and 
then to Stephan Tigga*s. ‘'Neither of 
them is affluent. But then, who other 
than the patel is affluent in this 
village?" he asks. “They wanted me 
to identify the affluent houses in the 
village. What could 1 do? I took them 
to the nearest houses. They found 
nothing. While they broke open and 
ransacked these houses I was made 
to vrait outside. Two or three people 
were always guarding me.** 

W hile Plasidious slept m Jhar¬ 
gaon, a sordid drama was being 
enacted in Ghato ToU. The dacoits 

tn in nn hurry. The alarm 
had woken the village. Those who 
had not heard Plasidious were 
awakened by (he sound of gunfire. 
(The dacoits fired two to three 
rounds in (he air to prove that th^ 
meant business.) Gabriel Uraon (25) 
heard the gunshots as well. He had 
been sleeping in his two-roomed hut 
with his old parents. It was on sheer 
impulse that he decided to flee. 
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After' 
three tough sets 
of tennis. Staminade 
puts back what 
sweat takes out: 
your vital body salts 
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swMtifi0 and wtaf body softs 

every ome you exercise, you 
ana lose vital boov salts 
The rymotoms? A dry throat 
ehkstYreavy'iees. general fatigue 
Youte oroDaoiv so used to 
these syrrotoms that you 
accept them as part of tne 
exerose. Theyre not. Ana in 
extreme cases, trie 
symptoms can De more severe . 
crarrps, nausea, even ^ 
unconsoousness ^ 

HOW Vital oro 
vital body salts? 

These salts are made up ^ 
of sodHjm. potassium,'' 

CMoride, citrate and magnesium 
And earn of them pw a vital 
role in your Pody merristrv 
They keep your reflexes sharp, 
your musdes ki tone, tnuntMn 
your fMd Mance and convert 
carbonycrare into energy. 

watsr alom doosnt bofp 

Thirst IS caused not just by 
MOter less, but also by loss 
of vital body salts. 
Crinking glass after glass of 
MQter does not quenm your 
thirst or relieve tne omer 
synptorTB of dehydration, 
m fact, too much water only 
onutes whatever salts are left. 

Your body machinerv 
do^ replace vita salts 
from vour food. But that 
IS a very slow process. 
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taminadt if 
vital body faitf 

staminade does m minutes 
What your body, left to itself, 
would take hours to achiei^ it relieves 
dehydration ana restores your energy, try 
'repiaong body fMOs and vital body salts. 

What does Starrwiade contain? 

It’s a f ormJidOon of an your vital body 
salts, reinforced wtn gucose.. 
with no a r tJ fld d stfmucants 

Yw. ft dot eatto good 

rresh-green stamnaoe tastes of lime and 
salt, sweetened wtn glucose, it 
comes to you in the form of 
powder, and dissolves easily m a 
glass of water 

A good ftamt In 
Aottrafia.. .now in India 

scarmnade is wMSeiy used m tne 
sporting nanon of Australia.. .by 
casual players, professional 
spcrtsmen^no those Who lead an 
acove tfe. now, fer me first time, 
voucantuvitmindia.. aproduct 
of Nichoiasiaooratoriesmdia Ltd 
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puts back what sweat tatms out 







Where to? He was nor very sure. 
Perhaps he was heading for Jhar- 
Qon. He h<id left his parents behinii, 
ut he wu$ carrying a small tin box 
with him. The box contained all that 
he possessed Rs ISO and some 
clothes. In one hand he canivd an 
oversized knife. Gabriel did not get 
very far; he was cauid^c. And before 
he could put his knife to use, a JufJii 
came clashing down on his shoulder 
He feirThe rest was just a haze He 
saw ibreo masked figures staudirtg 
uIhivc him. One whs busv with his 
farhi U'Almei could no longer feel 
the bl<»ws). A second bad a peiuluir 
looking gun trained on him. The 
third was ssreaiiung. '‘bauJ.in, vhfiuj r 
se (Ycm want to kill us with 

ihe knifel?" Ciihiiof did not die. He 
just losi his worldly t^issessions. His 
twidy ached but it couUI haie been 
worse. 

At the Ollier end ul iUiato Toll 
IClias Kkk;i was I wing luiin meted 
The <dij man did iu»i nuke a sound 
Only the blows luuld ho heard by his 
elder daughter. Phidkaiia i Hi. who 
was in .1 nearby hut with her bioiher, 
Dlseal. and his wife. Behind this hut 
was a kiu/Kh,/ paih and lK<vorid. a 
srhall ciMiiiyard. Ibis w.is .foliaiuie 
Kispoiurs modest hoii**e .Hluniie 
Wits sleepinK wnli Ins son. Albeit, in 
one <i1 the huts. In anorhoi slepi Mis 
two dauKhiors, Rejina (1/) and Mary 
Stella (Ifi), and his vouriger son. 
Oshkiir. They had a guesi with ihsm 
thill night: Thulkaria's vuunger sis. 
ter, Paulina (13). 1he hut had two 
rooms with a wall In between (lui 
went up, thiecijujiieis ul the way lo 
ihe roof, fvach nKim had a sep.*raie 
entrance. There was no connectiiig 
door between the uxmis. Hejiiu liitd 
heard the alarm and the gunvhurv 
She cumo out of the house, not 
knowing what was in store. The eour 
tyard was full uf masked mvo. 5nins‘* 
where in the dislanee vimeone was 
being beaten fn was prubublv then 
guest’s father, hhas Kkkai. Kejina 
went running back to the riKim She 
shut the door and Indted it from 
inside The daeoits came after 
iiindering her fathers house. They 
anged on the dour. Four petrified 
souls shuddered in the dark. They 
did nut move. The banging con* 
tiiiued. The dacuiis knew that the 
girls were inside. How would they 
et in? One of (hem tried the first 
oor which led to the adjoining 
room. The door was open. Two 
masked men promptly entered, but 
(hey could nut find another door 
inside which would lead them to the 
adjoining room where then victims 
were trapped. The only way to get 
in was through the gap above the 
wall which divided tne two roomx. 
The girls screamed when they saw 
two park figures dropping into their 
room. But now it was too late. The 
intruderi opened the floodgates, and 
soon, hordes of masked men were 
inside the room. 

Oshkir was lied to a pole outside. 
His eidtsi sister, Rejina, was drag 


ged out next. She was flung un the 
ground and ravished—again and 
•ipain. by four different people (they 
could have been six or eighi^Kujma 
was m no $t«*ite to count i. Her yoiin* 
ger sister. Mary, was laid iK'side her 
and raped by two different men. 
inside the hnr Tail It na ivaa being 
raped.one after ihe iilher. J our. five, 
six... And then she hn.f luunt. 

Thiilk.iri.i Kkka tvjs unawMie ul 
whui was huppi'/ting in Julianiie Kis 
pf^ltaS house. A il«iss ten student ul 
Holy I'nrss scIkkiI at Ghoicng, she 
b.id juM finished study mg when she 
heard ibe al.irm and gunshots She 
half iusi jlMiut lit .1 sm.ill lamp whi’ii 
the doc oils broke in Theie weie (wo 
of them iriiii.'illv Vhulk.iria's 
hi other. Dix’.il. woke up wiiJi a si.ii i 
lie jnmiied tinto the liuue pile ol 
cvikhI vtaikrd inside the hut. JeAMiU' 
Ins sister and wife at the meicv ot 
I lie diKixis. Distsil leniained hidden 
theie nil the dacoits leK Gh.ito Toll, 
Disi'af's wite was Itealen up. but 
Inckdy she man.iced to < sv.i|>e She 
cliinlKHl a nearbv net' ami like hei 
iiuslMiid. remained luddeii till llie 
dacoils Ivit the tillage Tlinlk.iii.i 
W. 1 S not soloiinnaie Cl.td in a sliiil 
nnd skirt, she was dragged out of ihe 
hill and iat>cd ie|>t.'aled|v 

When Ihe ivsi o| ilic g.ing n- 
nirneil. Thiilkarui was .isked in 
•iccotnp.inv il to iieaibv Matiani 
loll* a village hurt IV two km avv.iv 
(hiiMigh I lie Helds Thulk.ui.i had 
neve I Ik^eii to ihe village l>elinv She 
didn't know the w.iv file d.icoiis did 
nut iKlieve hei IMiulkaiia tia.k the 
iMth which, she assurtwHl. Ms I m 
Kliitiam roll .She was weannil jnsi 
her skirt: fionl llie waisr upvv.ittl'. she 
Jiad nothing on Ami sMe w.is MIcihJ 
ing prul lively 

lime was ruiiiiiiig out Dawn w.is 
barely an bout and a hall aw.iy. I his 
was |>eiha|>s forcmivsi in then mind 
when the dacuits rcjihed M.inam 
ruli FhifJkaija stopp'd sfunt of the 
mam vllUge.^4’hele <ki the girls stav.* 
suineuiie asked. Phiilkaiia irtvil to 
explain, once jg.iin, th.it she was a 
stranger to this village. m> how could 
she know where the gnU stayed^ 
This wa5 entiugh to wan ant 
another round* 


TTie Hoiy Cross school .. 



Phulkaria was raped again by four 
of her captorit, while the itssr fanned 
our into the villages. When it was 
over, unc of them asked her whethej 
she wanted tu go home.she 
replied To her asiontshmeni they let 
her go. Phulkuna came runiimg back 
tn her village. 

The oper.iiions at Mail am Tub 
were brisk There w.is uiiu case of 
ailemptcd rape when ihe dacuits 
broke itiiO' I'iyus Tigga's house. 
Pivus* daughter. AlMui. was sleep* 
mg; she too had a guest on this 
ill filled night* il local lb.ton girl 
calleif Sylvu fikka (H) Sylvia w.ts 
sctippeil and buaivn. But the 
inaiaodeis could iicii at lord to rape 
hei. thev hail to nuive on. .and fast, 
Mie lieXI Vichm was Isilia frium— 
Met house was plundered. And liiial. 
Iv. three men ceUeied An’onis \;d 
xn*s house at Hie far t ml <0 llie 
village 

What op]K)stii<Mi JtMclei Suiiiidi l.»d 
Taiwa l.iter c.dled "'.i lull night of 
t Mino,*' eink'd with a gha.sily mur 
del* -ol Aiiluriis Xalko. In Ins thirtien 
.md ,1 ivaclU'r ai Agilii piimurv 
school. Ancon IS w as sleeping lu ihd 
l.iigesi ol ihc tliM'c liuis amuiicl his 
eoiniMiid. His wiu . Kormdn, and his 
MX c Inldicii ivc'i e olso sleeping in Ihe 
s.tiiiv Mm AniiMiis* paicnls were 
sleeping m ihc hni .icross ihc* cuur 
tv,nil. Koili Aniimis,inU KatmiJa bad 
lK*toi woken hv ihe com mo nun uiii* 
Mile, huf they did not veninru out. 
SudJeidy, the duur Uuiig oi>rn {the 
Imlr Mad MUipt>«ci> Two musU.d men 
with hihis' eiMeif'd the but. They 
.isked Anioois i<j hand uvur whatvvei 
money he had; but thvv didn't wait 
!oi Ins reply, Swiftly, ihcy began 
searching ihe room Meanwhile a 
thud iSeiMin had entered. He wu« 
caitying a country*m.ule gun. The 
intruders recovered Ks iSO from 
Antonis* trouser pocket and Ks 20 
fiuin 0 tin hux. Satislied, they Icdt 
the lull. They couldn't have gone 
beyond the courtyard when Antonis 
made* a fatal move he riivbt‘ii out of 
his hut, pro ball ly to chase them, or to 
rai&e a cry so i Mat they could lie 
chased hy the vill,igc*fs. It was lutlus 
first; (hen a be/c'/tj came down on liis 
spine. The three men draped the 
half.dcud Aniom.s .iway from his 
house. Later, on the narrow path 
which leads to the Agda airstrip. 
Antonis was shot in the ribs and 
thrown into a nearby hut. 

At around four am. the dacoiis left 
Mariam 1uli. From here onwards 
their move men IS were to remain a 
myster^’—tili the CID began inves< 
tigaiions four days later. And what 
did thedacurts take back with them? 
Nothing much: about Rs 2.d00 m 
cash, a few wrist watches, clothes, 
towels, torches, n transistor and 
some household items. 

Till the time of wriiing. the CID 
has made six arrests and the Bihar 
police five. According to the police, 
all the arrested persons have been 
identified. F.ven some of the items 
stolen have been recovered 
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Lord Irwin: Saga of 
broken promises 

In \he third part of his five-part series on Gandhiji and the freedom movement, MAOHU 
LIMAYE writes that though Lord Irwin was aware of the growing poiitical cor^ciousness 
of the Indian people, he was unable to assure the Congress leaders that a Dominion 

Status would be forthcoming. 


Rising (cmperuturc 


T he first years of Irwm’s 
vicertiyaliy reKUterc'd a iiv 
iiiK (vmperaiuj e of poUiical 
consciousness. While on the 
one hiinJ. arrempts weie 
made Tu hfiuK ihe varUuis u.iuies 
and elements in Indian jiuhlic lile 
logcihvr wiih a viuw to reaihin^ an 
Hlireemeni <in (he fueure Con.stttu 
(ion of Indin. I he younger genera- 
cion, inspired by JuwuharJal Nehru 
and SuhKis Chandra Bu^^ was on 
rhe other hand t>ecommg inciea^mg 
ly impatient with the moderate coun¬ 
sels of the dominant leadership. The 
danger o) a riTi opening between the 
old and the new loomed large 
MHhjima Uandhi was critical of 
these young people who nress^Hl for 
complete independence. But he whs 
the fii'.st to realise that if ibe British 
did not mnkeu positive eebiur« with¬ 
out delay, ii would be nnpos.sible to 
hold hack the younger geiieiation 
from discarding the <iutworn foriiuilA 
of a self-governing India within the 
British empire. At (he Calcutin Con¬ 
gress in December 1928. Caiidhiii 
stepped into the lireach wah his 
cumpromisG formula' if the British 
government di<l nut concede full 
Dominion Status withm one year. 
Candhiji said, (be Congress would be 
free to opt for the creed of complete 
i n de pend V lice. 

In the first two years of his otfice. 
(he Viceroy made his acquaintance 
with ihe Indian political leadership. 
Although he was critical of the Con¬ 
gress party he realised ihat it was 
"the most highly organised .ind 
powerful body in India " He formed 
a favourable impression of Mot dal 
Nehru u.s a ^'subtle, miMloratv and 
reascmatjle'’ leader. But he S(H>n he* 
came convinced (hut Ixilh MotiUl 
and Caiidhni had (.illcn uiidci 
the ''detrimental influence" oi Jawa* 
hflriiil Nehru. Irwirr» biographer 
sees Nehru throughisut the Viceroy's 
periud of office as "a stormy petrel 
scouring the waters of disconient!'* 
He wrute of India's future l*ttme 
Minister; "He had stationed himself 
(0 (he left of even the most earrente 
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wmg of ihe l ongrc'ss party Inn he 
was siill groping for a piirptise. Ho 
admit led to a puckish dohehr in 
stimulating conflict He could hardly 
•It this (imr Ih' desciOied us a iMiliti 
CIAI 1 at all He was a ruvuluiionai v 
Wherever theie am»eaivd suinc 
ten noils ho|K: of settlement, he was 
jlwavs .M hiind to urge eKireinc 
loiirw'S. and his efforts weie leiii 
forced by a lM*aulifnl apiK'arance 
and a glmving e]o<|uenc«. Worst nt 
all. in those' days he exercised a 
tiisastiuiis influence upon the youth 
nM>**emenr of India, and in so doing 
gave great encoiu ugcmeiM to 
another idol of Indian youth from 
Bengal. Siibhas Chuiidra Hose." 
f/hid. p. 2 JO I 


Mosi Chmtian Viceroy 


The eiiroimier between the new 
Viii-niv and M.thatma (limdhi mi 
the tone of (ho new period inaiigu- 
rated by Irwin. This is how (he 
Viceroy described rhe first impress¬ 
ion of his meeting with Mahatma 
(iandhi in Ins letter to hi.t father: 
''1 have bioken (he ice and met 
(iUiidhi He leally iv an inierext 
mg |>cr>onality. Of course, his 
poltlrcdl position is that Knglaiiir 
nnd the English Parliameiil have 


no mm a I claim lu U* (he nidges of 
Indian progress, and in as much 
ax they are consiiruthiiiAll.v in the 
position of exercismg legislative 
authority, wbat they ought to do 
IS. AS in ilie case of lieland. to 
riH'ognise that India should he 
accuicled Doininhin .Status, and 
then til meet Indians and discu&x 
the piecisu method* and thu de- 
MiK by which and ihrough which 
this could he accomplished." 
(IhiU. p24lj) 

By the end of 192A it was Impossi* 
ble for (he sensitive Viceroy not to 
disceiii the change in the mood of 
the Indian people. In a letter tu his 
father he acknowledged that he w'as 
hKiking forward to "a stormy year." 
The patience, decency nml integrity 
of the Viceroy were now wiclelv 
recugnised. He was accessible to all. 
<«aiidhiii alsu never faUered iii hin 
belief in ihe Viceroy's ''immaculate 
code of honour" 

Kafaji. who was at one lime known 
as Deputy Gandhi, recalled i30 years 
laren with admiration and affection 
the permd of Irwin's viceroyally; 
"My colleagues and myseJI in the 
Ind ran National Congress have 
dealt With many viceroys in India 
in our campaign for freedom last¬ 
ing over many decades. I can 


(.anJhrfi ti.itikvd hy .Vefrrir lU'fif and S.inhi (ng/itl di-ep/i 
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testify m the general fceUng oy, the onslaught hy British tMtliti- 
among us all that Lor<i trwin, as cians on the issue the Dominion 

he was then called, was both ax a Status declaration |>r^uced a moxt 

man and as a Viceroy r/ie unfavourable impressiun on the Con- 

Chrisrian and (hv most /gentJc gress leadership. Gandhiji was torn 

maniy l effreson tJi i ve of Crea t lH*t w oen h is desi re f ur an honours ble 

Britaiti iimo/ig them ah. } caji c«impromise and his determinattcin 

tobtify to rhe fact that Mahatma not to allow j chasm lu open up 

Gandhi certainly was of rhib opiiv between himself ami the younger 

inn. Kaith m a higher powei and genera non. Mot dal Nehru had also 

sincere allegiance to mural priiici- become pessimistic. The sincerity <d 

pics iKiund r.ord Irwin and Mahai- the British offer was openly ()ues- 

ma Candlii together trom the first tinned. The Briiish government and 

time when rhev met anti it lasted the Viceroy were accused of hv|Mic 

right through," lUnd. pM7. it a nxy, Tluf governmeiii awwrontly did 

licb added t tint mean what it said. The prospect 

. ...___ of meeting Gandhiji fjllvd the Vicer* 

Dominion stalus? misgiving. He had not 

- ___..._ —lost his grip over the reality. He was 

- ^ . . . L onv meed r hat (>a ndh t wnuld be c on 

The Viceroy s customary mid term tent onlv if Ramsav MacDonald iele« 

leave coincided with a change in graphed i he Viceroy wiih a deli nit e 

unyeinmeni in Britant. A minority promise of Dorn.. .Siaius at the 

Labour government hnrf taken over Round Table Conference, and staked 

with Wedgwnod Benn as sec letaiv of t|,^. political life of the government 

state. Irwin hold cousuliaiions with uj»on ii. In the absence of such a 

British poJiTic.il figures and. with ihe promise he knew that the Lahore 

con b« 11 1 ol t he ii ew govertt men t, de CimAi e ss might dec I are fi »r c am plei e 

uried to make a pnmoumement an independence ahd iaimch a com- 

Indian canstiiuiional advance, paign of civil disobedience, lifwd. p. 

Announcing the decision to hold a S/lij 

Round Table Conferenve. ihc Vuer No such promise fr.im ihc Biiiish 
ov added ihai he wjs aothaiised by govern me lU wav, however, foiihcom- 
ihe guvernmcni lu slate that ii was titc and evenis moved to their inexor- 
"implicit m the Declaratum of 1917 able conclusion. Ai the cod of 1929 
that the natural issue of Indw s con- ,hi. Congrt'ss adopted the creed of 
stmitional progress is the atiammeni complete indepcrulence under Jawa- 
of Domiriinii Status “ The viceregal harJaJ's presideniship and Gaiidhiji 
nnnouncemenr produced a violent nas given the .uithornv to staii a 
reaction mBriiniii. Not onlv did Toi'v ^ivil disobedience mnvemern (Lm< 
leaders like Birkenhead and Chur- jhiji began his famous -Daitdi 
chill react sharply, the reaction of March' with a view to violating the 
Reading and Lloyd ficorge was also which affected the mass of 

negative. Irwin was not perturlH'd In* ihe people. Manv British writcrsack- 
this. On ,) December 1929. he wrote nowledgcd that n was a gesture of 
to bis father saying; "1 don't think genius. The imidcncc of the tax was 
that anything that has beco said m minute but it was a symbol of human 
England has led me to change my oppression, and through this little 
view that it was right to make this gesture Candhiji iranscended the 
statement. It has undoubtedly ral- limitations of human conditnm. 

lied all moderate opinion here and 1 .. . 

feel very little doubt that they will Happv solution' 

remain thus rallied for some rime to_ - . 

come." {fhtd. p. 274). The Viceroy, perhaps, hup^ that 

Despite the sincerity of the Vecer* the march, which seemed to base 


J? March 1942: Gandhijt hirh Stafford Cnpps ciwnes out Mw an 
interview 



begun ito inausplciously, would peter 
out in “failure and ridicule." Or. 
may lie. ho knew that the profoundly 
religious and mystical character of 
Gaiidhiji's m<ivemeiit had powerful¬ 
ly appt'aled lo the Indian mind, that 
The Mahatma was "separated from 
every other leader in India hy a great 
gulf." Hi> did nni wish in martyrise 
(;andhjji and rosier a "Gandhi 
legend" by arresting him. But the 
clamour around the Viceroy grew, 
and powerful sections in Britain and 
111 Anglo-lndia demanded stern ac¬ 
tion The eituanimity of the “most 
Christian" among the viceroys was 
ilivturheef by the magnitude of Gan¬ 
dhi's mu\ ement and he gave express¬ 
ion ui the inner craving fur an easy 
and comfonable wav nut in a letrer 
10 the secretary of state dated 7 
April. 19.10; 

“The will-power nf the man 
must have been enormous to get 
him through his march...I was al¬ 
ways told that his blood pressure 
IS dangerous and his heart none 
too good, and 1 was also told a few 
days ago ihat his horoscope pre¬ 
dicts ihat he will die this veer, 
and that is the cxplonHtion of this 
desperate lit row. It wnuid be if 
very happy sofurion. ” (Lord 
irw'in. Letters to the Secretory nf 
State for India. i>. 73) 

The Christian principles of the 
Viceioy would not permit him to 
ukc ruthless measures; but even the 
"iinbihty of his soul" could not ore- 
vent him from wishing for Manat- 
maS catJy natural death! 

Diehards' line 


In sharp contrast wa the attitude 
Ilf his senior colleague in the Con¬ 
servative Party, Winston Churchill. 
Ill his charac I eristic style Churchill 
used blunt, brutal and forceful words 
to describe his intentions towards 
the Indian treedom movement. He 
opposed an honourable compromise 
tvith the Indian National Congress. 
He warned; 

“The danger is that in an unwise 
endeavour to reach an agreement 
here in London, the socialist gov¬ 
ernment will commit itself to con¬ 
cessions and extensions of self 
government which will weaken 
our hands in the future, without 
in any way procuring the assent of 
the ruthless forces of sedition end 
outrage. Our concessions will, 
therefore, only be used as rhe 
starling-point for new demands 
by revolutionaries, while the 
loyal elements and the masses of 
the people will be the more unset- 
iled by further evidences of Brit¬ 
ish weakness. The truth is that 
Gandhi-ism and all it stands for 
will, sooner or later, have to be 
grappleii with and finally 
crushed. It is no use trying to 
satisfy a tiger by feeding him with 
cat's meat. The sooner this it 
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reaU^ed. the less trouble and mis¬ 
fortune will there be for all c<in* 
cerned", (Speeches' af M'mston 
Churchili, p. 4938 Italics added t. 


Non-violence at its best 


Lnrd Irwin whs completely hitffled 
by Oandhiji's nun-violent movement. 
NoihinK in his enperivnce had pre- 
pared him for this unique phe¬ 
nomenon. The participants in the 
movement showed exemplary endur- 
enco, matchless cnurttAe and ah$o- 
Jute discipline. Their example was 
extremely inspiring. 

Three weeks after nandhiiTs 
Hrresi. Mrs Surojini Naidn Jed the 
pvacetvl '^assault** on Uharasana salt 
works. Web Miller uf the American 
United Kress winte a moving ond 

fttaphic Jesri'iption of the unfoldinti 
di Hma of thu power of non-violence 
in licricm nrgnnd the world: 

**Iii complete silence ihe Oandhi 
men drew up and halted a hun¬ 
dred yurds from the stockade. A 
picked column luivaiiced from the 
crowd, waded the difcht^s. and 
approached the barbed wire 
stockade ..Suddenly at a word of 
command, scores of naiive p<i I ice¬ 
men rushed upon (he advancing 
marchen* and rained blows on 
their heads with their steel-shod 
laihiv. Not one of the marchers 
even raised an atm lu fend off the 


blow&. They went down like ten¬ 
pins. From where 1 stood I heard 
the sickening whack of the clubs 
on unprotuiietl skulls The wait 
inf; crowd of marchers 
and sucked in thvir bieath in 
sympatheiic pam at every blow, 
't hose struck down fell sprawling:. 
unconscicnj% or w nth irk with frac¬ 
tured skulls or broken shoul¬ 
ders... The survivors, w'lthout 
breakma ranks, ^ilvntly and dog- 
Rcdly marched on imtil struck 
down... They marched stcadilv. 
with heads up. without the cn 
couraK^merit of music m cheei me 
nr any possibdiiv that they miRht 
escape serious injury or death. 
The police rushed out and metho¬ 
dically and mechanically heat 
down the second column. Theiv 
was ru» fifthi. no stniule: the 
marchers simply walked roraard 
iiH struck down.'* 

The Miller dispatch says that hour 
after hour stretcher bearers earned 
buck m.iMV inert, bleed inf; liodies. 
He counted 320 wuunded. many of 
them unconst'iuus William Shiier in 
his lascinatinj; little bmk on Oandhi 

I I recalls that the storv was jHib 
ished in a thousand new'spjpers the 
world ovei It arouxed wide spread 
revuhion everywhere, (laudhijt's 
non-violence, says Shirer, slowly 
undermined the foundations of Brit¬ 
ish rule in India. (Currdhi. William 
Shirer pp. 97 99) 


Irwin's embarrassment 


The Viceroy tried to play down the 
sienificance of these incidents, but 
hie cunlidence was clearly sliakeni 
his conscience befpin tu prick him, 
and he began to sympathelically 
View' the puscibiliries of a reconcilia¬ 
tion. Meaiiwbde. m his letter it> the 
King he sought to cover up his acute 
emliariassment at the bniraJities 
perpetrated by the British-controlled 
police: 

- V'owr Majesty cun hardiy fail fu 
have read with amusement the 
accounts of the styeral hartles (w 
the* Salt Depot at Dharusena The 
police for a lung time tried tu 
refrain from action. After a time 
this liecame impassible, and (hey 
eventually had to resort to ster¬ 
ner methods. A good many people 
Mifteted minor injuries in con- 
sequencCi but I believe those who 
suffered injuries whoie as no¬ 
thing compared to those who 
wished to sustain an honourable 
contusion or bruise, or who, to 
make the whole setting more 
diamatic, lay on tho ground as if 
laid out for dead without any 
injury at all. But. of course at 
your Majesty will appreciate, ihe 
whole business was propaganda 
and, as such, served its purpose 
admirably well**. iHahfax by Bir- 
beniiejii. p. 284. Italics added) 
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One who says "It gives me great 
pleasure" \^en he sips Umca 
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UHMUM; (iLASS 


Bureaucrats vs 

technocrats in Madhya Pradesh 


A (ug of war is on in 
MadhyH Pradesh between 
bureaucrats and technocrats. 
The issue; can lechnocrarv be 
appointed secretaries? In 
I9S0. the Janata Party chief 
minister Sunder Lai Paiwa 
starred the trend when he 
appuinccd Mr R.L. Gupta, 
cmef engineer in the imga* 
lion as secretary 

department. The pre- 
[ sent government hauled up 
L W j Mr Gupia for ct'rtain ]ap^«s 

Ai>im5mp/».presAurr*ed «». proceed »n 

«■ . ' leave prior to rctiremeni. He 

was repine eti by yet another tcchn<Krat Mr It.V. 
Jyvngur who retired recently. The fight it on for this 
vacancy and there is pressure on the chief miniMcr 
from iho aeacturiut to appoint an IAS officer 

Will Tamil \adu order 
lowering of food prices in hotels? 

The Tamil Nadu government might soon formulate a 
Catering V.siablishmenis (fixation of prices and 
wejghivi Contin| Order to bringdown (he pirtceoffood 
served m the state’s hotels and restaurants. But the 
hoteliers uoint unt ihdl as long us they depend on the 
open mill Kvi for their supply, where prices are steadily 
increasing, (hey cannot but hike their prices. The irony 
is chut while the state government is planning to Iwinp 
down prices, ail the star hotels and restaurants 
approved by the department of louriscn m Tamil Nadu 
have btuited levying a ten per cent sales lax on fcHKi 
from April. Chances are that (he order will remain 
confined to the files. 

‘Big league’ advertisers 
turn to Malayalam dailies 

Leading Malayalam dallies like Maijyaij .Manma- 
ma. Marhrubhumi and Kerala KatimuUf now get a 
regular supply of advertisements from big advertisers 
who have wisely discovered that (he easiest way to 
influence* the migrant Malayalee population in the 
Gulf states is through their relatives and friends back 
home. These newspapers are nuw flooded with adver¬ 
tisements in Malayalam of renowned brands of 
cigarette.'i like Maiiboro. State Express S9.9. Sanyo 
music systems and Radu watchus. The idea is to 
prompt those with ‘Gulf connections' to request these 
brands from their relatives. More than two lakh 
MaUyulecs come on leave every year to Kerala from 
the Gulf states. The advertisements are released by 
these companies’ offices in (he Gulf and the rates 
range from Rs 30,000 to Rs 50,000 for a half page. Most 
of the agents are not professionals but relatives or 
friends of the newspaper management and their com* 
mission is deposited in their account in India. 


Gujarat government 
piqued at industries ministry 


The Gujarat government is piqued at the union 
industries ministry as industrialists planning to set up 
units in Gujarat have allegedly been given hints by (he 
ministry 10 choose other states like uttar Pradesh or 
Orissa. The Gujarat government is worried about this 
subtle pressure because though it is the second most 
industrialised state in the country, weaning away of 
industries from Gujarai could undermine its economic 
growth in the long run. 

Bureaucratic reshuffle 

As K) April approaches, the O day for the moves on 
the bureaucratic chessboord—to remove from the 
centre those who have retired or whose five*year term 
m Delhi is over—a number of names are cropping up to 
fill in posts which are likely to fall vacant The post of 
petroleum secretary, for example, presently held by 
Mr l.avraj Kumar might fall vacant. Mr Kumar has 
been appointed member* sec ret ary of the energy 
b(»ard. which is, in effect, a fullrimc job. If Mr Kumar 
leaves, there are chances that his successor might be 
Mr Vardarajan. currently secretary in the department 
of science and technology. 

Shiv Shankar’s wrath 

Union minister fur en* 
eigy. Mr Shiv Shankar, 
who is not in the good 
books of the Congresstl) 
high command after the 
defeat of his party in 
Andhra Prades h. is re 
poiicdly raking pet* 
roleum department nffi 
ciaH to task in a bid to 
get hack (he people's 
confidence in his pariy 
m Andhra. The three 
I.PG (liquefied pet* 
roleum gas i explosions 
in the twin cities of 
Hyderabad and Secun Shankar: garnrng c oofidenc e? 

ilerabad resulied in the death’^ of the famous novelist 
^t«direodi Sulochana. a retired IAS officer. Mr 
Mnnummed Alidullah, his wife and maid servant and 
the I bird was a suicide case. In Suloch ana's case she 
borrowed a neighbour’s Indane gas cylinder with its 
regulator and rubber tube and tried to fit it on (u her 
Calgas stove. She did not realise that ihe gas was 
leaking and it exploded when she switched on the 
electric light. In the case of Mr Abdullah, he informed 
his gas dealer about the leakage of his cylinder and by 
the time the mechanics came hts servant used the 
kerosene stove near the leaking cylinder which ex 
ploded. However, these accidents provided Mr Shiv 
Shankar the opporiunity to don the mantle of saviour 
of the people, after the NTK tornado swept his party 
from its ruling position. He promptly made a big 
fanfare about transferring the divisional managers and 
(heir assistants of the three companies which bad 
distributed the gas cylinders. 


























NEWS: NATIONAL 


PUNJAB 

The Akalis demonstrate 
their strength 

But a heavy price is paid for it 


Chandigarh: The A April rant a ruko 
demuiuiration by the Akalis ?>cunne(i 
the peuple, (he 4dm in isi ran on and 
even sume sections of the Akalis 
themwives, whh the ferocity of its 
violence and bloodshed. The inci* 
deni Jeft ulniut .10 people killed, 
hundreds injured and property 
worth lakhs destroyed. Although the 
A kill I Oil I president. Sant Harchand 
Sinjth LonKowal, had piven the assur 
unco that (he demonstration would 
be peaceful, political circles m Pun 
jab were nor (|uite cniwinced And 
when, (wo dayb before the demon 
stiatiun, the Sunt directed his work¬ 
ers to resist arrest, it was evident 
that the rusfa roko would, in fact, not 
pass off peacefully. 

The demonstration was oritanised, 
a.H one senior Akali leader said, as a 
show of (he party's strenKCh and as a 
wai niiijt to the centre not to under 
oMimaie the Akali Dai. The Dal did 
prove its strength hut a heavy price 
was paid for it. The rasra roko also 
signified the victory of the hawks 
over the miuJerates in the party, the 
latter having failed to produce any 


results during the tripartite talks. It 
also proved that the extremist ele¬ 
ments are slowly consolidating their 
hold in the party. The demiinsiratinn 
not merely succeeded but also deli¬ 
vered a deadly blow to (he ipivvrn' 
ment And it brought out the differ¬ 
ence between the two parties. On the 
one hand was the Akali Dal, which 
iilthouKh it was riven with disson 
Sion, came togethci in great numbers 
lo make a success uf the demunstia- 
(ion, and on the other was the ruling 
Congress! Ii. u divided house which 
could dunuihing to counter the Aka- 
hs fobtjcally hui just left it to the 
police and civil officers to tackle the 
explosive situaiiori. 

Thus bereft of political will, the 
si ate government mobilised massive 
units of the CKPt* and ^niab luilice 
all over the stare. It would be no 
exaggeration tu say that the Akulis 
were fully prepared for the occasion 
and at most of the places were well 
armed with swords and other 
weapons. Significantly, however, it 
was (he CRPF which fired at most of 
the places while encounters between 


the Piiniab police anci the Akolis 
were few iiiid far between. 

Two disiuibing factois emerged 
that day. One was the pai (icipatinn 
of large numbeis id women and 
youth in the ilernoiistiiitinii In Sail 
grut district, lot mst.ince. which was 
once Ci»usi(lereil u cominiuiisi siioii- 
gboUI. women and young men fai 
outiiuinbeiid ihe oldei men The 
otliei fnctoi was the unprecedetueci 
supporl exieiiikil to the exireniisis. 
ll was evident tlut wherever the 
vxiremisis led the demonsiTUtion, 
(he niimlivts ot woikeis were on- 
iiMuilIv huge At JiilluiideTs Kiiul 
pur highway. Sukhjnulei' Singh, a 
pro Khalist.iii leader, led <il>oni 
IS.Othl wrnkeis while at I'KiNila, 
.lathedai roliui. anotlu i exirennst 
leader, hnd ainnit lO.dlKJ woikers 
vviih him 

All over the slate Sikh shop, 
keepers downed iheii shutters 
voluntarily while the Hsndii ones 
wore forced to do so by the milituiit 
Akalts, The situation look a some¬ 
what nasty uii ri in Putuila .md Amrit¬ 
sar, as some of the Hindus refused to 
shut their shops when the Ak.iiis 
forcibly got them to do so. The 
extremist clemenis also took advnn 
tage of the snuddon nod threw 
bombs in thickiv populuted areas of 
Amritsar, leading to cummunal ten¬ 
sion, The people in those areas {Dal 
Maiidi, Namak Mandi and their ad¬ 
joining localities I tumpljiiied that 
(he PuniJb jiolice were merely silent 
spectators while the extremists 
roamed around freely. They thun 
demanded ihac the Pun jab police he 
removed and the CRPl' be called 
instead. The Akali leadeiship. on the 
other hand, alleged that it was the 
CRPP which massacred the innocent 
Sikhs and fired on peaceful demon¬ 
strators. The SC PC chief described 
the 4 April Jiappemnss as another 
Jallianwala Bagh and demanded the 
immediate dismissal of the Darhara 
Singh government. 

The Akali Dal presidem. Sant t.on* 
gowal, said that it the centre wanted 
to ensure peace in the state, then it 
should wUndraw the CRPF from the 
state He also said that the success uf 
the demonstration had proved that 
(he Dal was united and (his was 
sUp on (he face of those who say we 












aie on The verge of a spUi." When 
asked if the centie has conceded 
mnsr nf ihcii demands. The Sant 
TnauKainvd that nothing had hovn 
conceded, “Only verbal assurances 
Imve bi'vn given. Ni>thitig concrete 
has Ik'cii given. We will continue nur 
inoK'/jw till our demands—Iransfer of 
Chandigarh to Puniab, transfer of 
Punjalii spodkiiiK areas tn the slate 
and ownership of w.itei heads at 
Bhakrj i<i be given to Punjab—are 
mei.' said the Sjiit. lie also alleged 
thill the chief nun:ster. l)«irl>ara 
Singlu was icnphiaied in the Piaiap 
Singh KlMircni niuider case. He de* 
maiulvd a judKial probe into the 
incidents and ihe dismissal uf the 
Uaihata Singh irmisiry. 

til the adioinirig huilduig. Mmal 
V/v.jN. miliianr Sunt Jarnnil Singh 
BliiiiJranuaU*. dcss iihed the 4 Apiil 
demonMiarinn as lust the beginning 
and saitl. “The hhiod of the mariyis 
wdf not go waste." He added that rhe 
Sikhs “will noi rest nil ihe> break 
I In* iliams of slavery." Piiliiical 
nhsei vtis in the siaie. )i<iwvvvr. say 
liu' call loi the demnnsiiatinii ts js a 
drspc I’aU move <Mi I he part of the 
.Akalis whose /iinxtha was losing 
nioiiK’Tiiiim and whose party was 
getting tiig'irit'ntc'd hut. thev say. 
ihv state goiei imismi failed to hand 
le the situation tacifullv Acenrding 
toihenu llieiiiassairesl ol the Akahs 
iK'toie (he deinoMsfr»iinni, m fuel, 
inn led a demoralised party There 
inighi even iiave iKvn a clianie of 
llie Badal KaeinJer Singh giniip 
corning nui openlv against ihe ex 
iiennsis in the party, hut ihe aiie»Ts 
an<l siihsequerii evenis tnially 
changed the scsoiai in 
On (ho other hand, the conTinuous 
haipmg hv (lie stale government 
iluit evtreinisTs weie suireptithniviv 
operating ftoiii (he (addon Tomplc, 
W'.is nnl as I opted ftv even tho model * 
ate Sikhs. The slate BJl* chief, Dr 
Haldcv Pi akash. dm. argued ibal not 
everything car he linked with N’.inaA: 
iVjva.s nil (ho (inlden Temple). Chan¬ 
digarh IS .1(10 kill from Amnisar. 
Mukarian is ovoi 70 km, Batalu is 
aionnd the same disiaiico, mj bow 
CiniUI exiK'iTiisls kill or (brow a 
hnmh and then Come hack safelv tu 
the G<dder Temple, asked Hr Pra- 
kosh. He further added that 
although there is nn apparent eom- 
mimai tension in rhe state at the 
moment, if the sirujrhm is aPuwed to 
remain as it is, ii will be difficult to 
maintain peace m Punjab. Already, 
there is talk about unother Assam 
being re|>odteJ in the state. Moreov¬ 
er, on K Apid. Sant Harcliand Singh 
Longowal made the disturbing 
unnounconiont of the party's resolve 
to form “nn army of 100.000 volun* 
teers to do or die for the Sikh cause.** 
Punjab is pnliiically and strategical* 
ly ino important to be allowed tu 
drift like this, but at the momenr rhe 
centre seems to have no solution in 
the mind, 
tiarpal Singh Hedi 


POLITICS 


Just another party to 
adorn the galaxy? 



Afaneka ar rhe /jujicA of Aer' p.rrrr’ an CKfrHVjftitntit 


New IA’IIm. Nioceshv lefi rhe Sehin 
(•andhi household umidst coo- 
I Mitel sv .i veil .igo. Mis M.nieka 
(i,iinllii li.ni, (ill ni.Miy oi'casioris. (le 
Hied that she ix.ls m pr»hlKs. 
\MiviU*ver ,iiuiiiie .tskeif hi i indrhilv 
alMint hei piditK.d Itiiim*. slu exhi 
hilcsl .1 skilti*>linesx (emniixcent ol 
.nloleneiits 7'lii'» yea*. Il‘•wx•yel. 'he 
MJired s.iMMg ih.il 'he was jhoni tn 
lanruli a jKihtual party N*. iMi 1 
Apiil. I he ol gain'alnni t.illed the 
S.*ii|av H.iiidln \'Kliai Mamh. shed 


Its “atudiiicjl" scales ami donned 
the c<il*inis nf a pnliiicjl party wifli 
(he name*. Ra'littiya Saiiiav Manch 
<KSMl The inimaiinii of llic KSM 
was tin* fogtcal. fiul painful, culmnia- 
Mon of the phase fit Siiii.iay Haiidlu 
iMilitiv' which Mis Indii .i (kindhi had 
lOliiKlused til Ihe pniily after ihe 
irti|»fisiTnni of MineiLeiirs in 1*17*. 

It a 'hick'i.iking of Mis Manuka 
(kimlhi's oin* ve.n rn pcihijL' is done, 
then she ivuuld eineige as a peisim 
who has diasMi l,ii gc*. i in ions. Miovds 


A share in the shares 


New* Delhi: Hie sucie'soiii tast* lited 
hv M.inek.i i<.in<lhi and hit iiioior son. 

l'eii>/(' V.irun (•.1101111, hj' fKeii rkn,tl 

lx .KhnirU'd l>v the disriici iiidge •») 
IMhi. ,Mi .l.igdi'h Chandia I he case. 
hs(c<i as pioliair c.tso N'o 2 .\ Ki. (,iine 
up iH'lfire ihe KHlce (»n h A|>id. xtwire 
iImii a \c,ir aliei i( hail .ntiialK licen 
fiUMl Shni alter having k. S.ifd.ir lang 
R0.11I last ve.il. Manxka (laridfii h.nl 
Idud ihe |M*riiion. il«idi*r Seciitiri ^7K 
of the Inriniii Siu'iessiuii Ac I, seeking 
.i leite* ol adininisiration of iheesnnc 
i>f ihc laic Saniay Hamlhi 

Ihv ,imount ol moiiuv mviilved iii 
the ease can be ludged fiuni the lad 
ihai die amoum *aau'd for the cum it 
feus Is Rs 4.7 (.0?H. Hii* probjce is 
fH’ingsotighi regarding shares held by 
Svinjay (•anJhi in 16 romiKinici. iii* 
eluding sAinu mtiinnaiionah. When 
I he ease came up for ereliminxry 
hearing on Ti April, k(r*Shu]Aa(u1t.ih 
Khan, counsel for Ktanvka Gandhi, 
read oul the list of vompaiiius whose 
shared are involved m the liiigatuin, 
rhey were; Pieco Klenfunies find 
Eleeiricals lad (formerly Philips India 
L1J1. Uniuo ('arbide India Ud. Bajaj 
KfeciricaU Ltd, Tata IlvdroKiccrnc 


Power Supplx Co LuJ. ihe LlpJim 
sioiic .Spinning arid Weaung Mdls 
Lid. Imha Piul' l.id. Ibiii.iiinia Indus- 
ine' iad. (*(kI/c HtuImI Ltd, ASK A 
l.rd. Kimetaf hearings l.td. Ka id ban I 
(!(*ir('ial riaih*rs Piivaie f.ld. Maiuli 
l.iil Mil lu|utd.*iiop i. VVrslcin India 
raimvries Lid. heiiiUseis and Che- 
mivais iii rtuvaiuini' l,iil. Drihing 
]*,Utijpiuunr Piixalu l.td. and Mohan 
KiickeV S|iungxxa(or Kimsciies I,id 
Of ilu's<> firms. Maiuii Ltd .uul 
Kajdhani (ieiiurnl Traders la trans- 
|Hiri conipanvj were siaricd hv Saiiiav 
(•.iiitlh* In the inninl heanng. Mr 
Shu|aa(ulhih Khan said ihiil ,imung 
those iin whom the notices may liavu 
10 bu osiicd. wcie Mis fndiru ifandlii. 
Prime Mmisicr and Kajiv fryndhi. 
'MI* lit the peruioo. Mniuka OandJo 
has contended that as her husband 
had dicil iiuesidle, oidv sfie and her 
son w'vi'v ihu heirs (o his estaiu 
The case has been listed lor 
issuance of nuticex on 4 Mav. Prom 
availahic repnirs. the esniTc now 
fH’infi vlaimsrd fry khineka (Mindln is 
only a jKirt of ihe propuriv leti iH hind 
hv her husband. 

A Special Corre»pondcnl 
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There are only two 
Kinds of men... 

• Those who \Neax fi^rty Undergarments. 

• And those Who don't. 


It's Never too late! 


They hardly Cost more 




chaf^* 

for th« slim body. In whits 
end pastel shades. 


HIPSTER a fitting comob 
mant for the athletic body. 
AvaMaM m white and 
wx coloure. 


BULLDOG a tou^h new 
broad of bnefs In Exclusive 
registered striped desigri 

wi|h&w«Thou( sliH<vr>^ 



IIOWAY 

>r fuller leg coverage 


Pick your choice to suit your 


Physique 

• Sense of fashion 

• Feel of fabric 






From the people who gave you jockey 


Prvi'Vs<cpai Wcit"»dtoi«. 





















wherever she lias goiie and addres* 
sed public meetings. In Amethi. the 
Lok Sabha constituency of her Ute 
husband, new represented hv Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi she created shock* 
waves for the Cungress(Ij when she 
had a successful tour in SeptombcT 
last year. In the Andhra I'radesh 
ejection cumpaign. where she shared 
the platform with M< N.T. Hama Rau. 
she got an c n l li u si*ist 11 r ccvp t u»n a nd 
four of her party men Uccaiiiu MI As 
in the pro NTK and anti lndira Can 
dhi wave whuh swc'pl that stair in 
.[unuarv Two C'ongrebsl Ij MPs. i» 
eluding a former (ic|iuiy minisiei 
(who vs'a^ drofipod l»y Mjs (ji^ndhu 
have res Vtit IV itoned hci parl.v In 
iliailv. she staitrd tdf with only one 
Ml.A. Mr AkiMi '1)iiiii(tv“ Ahmed 
She Mow has trao in Andhra Pradesh, 
two III and onr jo Hfhur She has, 
liowuvei, Mol hs'ioi ahk to oUcsl 
s*vi*n not* sjuiiiU,Mil ds’Uiiooi Inon 
ihr C’onMii svt 1 1 i .nikv ihoN far. Apart 
Irom Mr AMmi Alniird, no oiJuo 
piroiiiiUMl Sainavito lias Ih‘l<ii in 
diiccd IM JOIN lu'i 

Ihe lauiichiiiit oi the KSM on » 
April Was onl a siniiadilai chnu ll 
anvihiiig, n uas an cKhihiiioii of the 
oolirKiil immatorrrv ol ilio pt>is«oi 
OL'hind the or»v'MisatiMn I ho KsM 
lea<luisln|) (lud to iitiit some dc* 
fet hons finin iho \ iilm^: p a iv ii> add 
gJarnoio Id Its in.iaciiral shosv bin 
(hr fiiiislioo was a damp spiiih iln i e 
Were haidiv l.lMhJ iloU'vatvs mi 
nltemhoiie llis new paiiv’s pis*sr 
dent deliMOtd luo addiess oi l.ii 
glish. (i^unsthlv ho ihe hvncltt of 
the "dcieuaios fioin ihr souih “ < >o 
organiser rrdd Si vow that tluu' 
wcie anoirul HiHI dt*l<rgaies fiom that 
icgtoti alone I Mad p not hcuii toi ihv 
sdoijoent spcosli lo Moidi hv Mi 
Akbrfi Alirrit'd. wJai Jvliveied the 
wuk'oiiiC' addrr'ss, NKineka (•andlu’s 
supporters Irom rfu; Hiiidospoekiiiu 
states vsciidJ have gone hack wnhoul 
undci standing a word of what was 
going on 

The A/uiniMoa in which the UsM 
was iauiicliud looked more like the 
ones usciJ hii loish ^veddings Tlio 
Kc'rpyvsliah KotJa gtonnds in cc'iiiijI 
Delhi have seen many pidiiical con 
veiitioiis lieftire. hut such a laucv 
.vharri ;.i/i.r may r I'Ver J h'I • >i e iui vv 
hceii creeled no n. Inside iheie 
were several chandeliers hanging 
from the roof. The dais had a (lack* 
drop uf the party's flag. haP gUNoi 
and while, w'irh the col (tors veilic»illv 
placed, and u map o| India supto im 
posed m satfion in the ecritre. iThe 
map showed a numlivi <n ncighhouc* 
tug countries as part <ti Indian lioii- 

lory—tippaieolH. wlioew'r diets ilie 

flag, did nol care for such nunul*' 
detaiD.) On the iwoeiKisof die (uiiv 
flag, full hmgth poiiraits of the late 
.Sanjav fiandhi and Mrs M a nek a 
< land hi were painted. The rtxif of the 
dais (on had chandeliers I'hmigh (he 
oiganisahoii claiiiicil (hat ahont 
12.0IKI del ('gules attended, fiutn the 
vke uf the panda/and the fichir nreu 


^tivided for rearing, the audience 
Cuuld be estimated to be between 
4,500 and 5.000 persons only 
The attendance m the press gal¬ 
lery wub unprecedented. A number 
of foreign mediamen and television 
crew covered (he event. The organis¬ 
ers apparenily had kept Congress 
culture in mind, (he main gate of (he 
conveniiuii wav named "Rapu 
l)wjt.'* allei ihefallicr of the riatioo 
The camp where the dsdegutes 
stavctl was named *'Neluti S.igat ' 
The meriing lx g,«n with (he singing 
ol the national >ong. "r.im/e A/arar- 
.irii” and eudvd wiih lliv national 
.*nihem 1 he KSM lolunieeiv 
sported '‘securiiv" badges Aim mg 

inese *’si*cmitv ptisonuer' tvas Mis 
M.mck,! (hiiulhi'v wMiiigei hrulhvi, 
Viren Sriigli He was sitting in the 
frress eiK’Insure. I*ul slipi>C'<J awav as 
sovrii Us (hr cameraiiun liained ihvii 
npiipmerii at liini 

In h(*i inaiiguial ,Hhlress, Mrs Man- 
t ka (hnidlii ' lid that she was uxiwt l 
nig inid Term |>olls ihi> seal S<i. the 
KSM decided in build up ihv paitv 
oil .1 *wji bMitinK*' tn late (he |>nlls 
Ills L'siianged daughter in law of the 
Ihimr Minister ,iIsm hit out di ilie 
( oogir«>(] I MK'niioiiiiig lliat Ihe par 
tv v>as '*i((knig wi(h cnnuplmn' 
and that ilure was no Ivadei in the 
luling paiiv against whom tiH’n* 
Wile no cluuges oj soimpiion and 
iie|itinsni She charged ilui ilie Con- 

RAW 


New Delhi: Jbe director iil India's 
top intelligence .igenev. the Ki 
seaicli and AnaJvsiv Wing fHAWi. 
which IS I rilrusted vsirh foieigii in 
tc'Nigence gatheiuig. was (o letnc* nn 
fl M.ireii A gjand send nfl was plan 
ned lor the' outgoing rhict. Mr N K 
Saniook. Iiv (lie RAW officeis on the 
niteiiinon nl All March The venue 
was I he main dining hull of the 
.Idwaliarbil Ndiiu Stadium, the ex- 
tiaviiganl complex built for (he 
Axiud. The farew'cll wasuu take place 
at .I.Kf pm At I pm. when all (he 
kiM>d urrangenKoits were complete, 
wold Weill round ihaf tite funcdnn 
li,id been «ailed nil. Thcofficeni had 
contributed mnnev nut of their pock¬ 
ets fni Ml Sunlook's faiwell. They, 
rh«*rc*fore. were crestfallen on more 
(ban uiie account. But they were in 
|(>i more »urpriM.*s the next day. 

1'he government had not decided 
on Mr SaniiKik's successor and so. 
the suniurmo&i additional director, 
Mr G. K Kuxena (known (o his 
friends as '‘Garry" SasenaK wa« to 
lake over acting charge of the povi of 
dirui'tnr from Mr Santuuk on (he 
evening of.)! March. But Mr Suxena 
did not know where lo find Mr 


gressfO had become more of a 
"caucus" than a mass based party. 

From rhe manifesto of the RSM, it 
is clear that it is essentially a nght* 
wing party, of the variery which waa 
last $<»en in Indian politics urider the 
banner of the erstwhile Swatantra 
Karty. It H opposed to (he public 
vector and stands fur a laisstt hir^ 
pattern uf economic growth. It 
speaks of a "truly functioning demo* 
I racy." w hile in the same bi earh, its 
resident defends the period of 
mergeiicy rule which the country 
ex|>eiienced fnr 19 months after 
June 1975, 

.Sow that hei jioliiical party has 
been laioiclied. Mis Maneka Gandhi 
has ton led the galaxy uf (hv leaders 
ol the spliiicer political groups who 
jd<*rn the politic,d horizons of this 
countiv. She h;is made nu secret uf 
hti iighiist stance: from Ihe map of 
hiiliii shown JO her pony's flag, une 
even gets the feehitg that her party 
shares the “Vrs/ia/ Hhaiat" philoso- 
pliv ot I he exdeme light wing, com* 
muiiul, IJindii organisations, like (he 
KSS Mis Mdiii'ka Gandhi hiis provud 
her mettle in drawing curious 
crowds. Will she* be ubiv in do like¬ 
wise as a polujcai IcMdvi *-' She seems 
to hr* in ii luiriy to reaih ihu (np, bur 
polilKs IS .1 painful giime uf patience. 

Shlibhnbrata Rhatlurhoryo 


S,ni(ook that day On 1 April, there- 
f<irc, without I he formalities of the 
luiiiJing over and rakiny-owr having 
been gone through. Mr Saxena 
assumed ofriciaiingchargc of the top 
post 

Slow-ly, the i easim for ibe cancella¬ 
tion of Mr Saniook's send-otf and hii, 
sudden disuppeaiante became 
kiiuwii. On the night of .10 March, 
sviih barely 24 hours to go for his 
supciannuaiion, Mr San took had 
flown out of the country, to ihv USA. 
Su much so that even his mimcdiate 
siil>ordmate, w-ho was to occupy hi» 
chair the vei'y nuxi day. was kept in 
(hv dark. 

The details of this unusual happen¬ 
ing in (he RAW headquarters be* 
came known to SrsiiAV's sister pub¬ 
lication. 77i<- Telegraph. On 9 April. 

JV 7 e-gr.q»h reportcd Mr San- 
(iHtk's dis.ippearancc from the capit¬ 
al on (he evv of his retirement. It was 
reported that In the absence ot a 
formal handing over of charge to Mr 
Saxena, a piquant situation had 
arisen. Bombay's free /Vess .Urntna} 
followuil up the story with a seiisu- 
tionaJ headline. On 10 April, (he 
Press Informatiun Bureau (PIB) of 
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On her majesty's secret 
service? 


TAMIL NADU 

When legislature 
confronts ju diciary _ 

iK'vimd jufibdiLUon. Ariicio 


the j^overnnenr issued a denial. It 
w<is. perhaps the mo«c stratitfelv* 
worded .statemerit issued by the I'JB 
in many years. The stuiemviit said, 
*'Cuvcrnmeiii are astimished at the 
reports published yesterday bv The 
Telenruph. Calcutta and ttnlay by 
Free Pres> Journjf, Bombay. alicM* 
ing that Shr. N h . Siintook. ilirectur 
of the KesiMrch ami Analysis Wm^ 
of the cabinet secretariat. Inis di^ 
u Pi tea red from the Lonntiy in inyste 
nous vircumsianees Oh ihe eve of his 
suI>erunIInation Irom servise. These 
reports are products n> a leseied 
imaginaiiori and are ciaiirelv iniiiue. 
They reveal eillier extieme uullilnh 
iiy or mischief on the pan ot the 
newspapers, and are iniom|>atd)le 
with responsible luilisni It is 
deplorable rh.ii a public senuni nl 
proven l<»yalty has been so mali>tm>d 

’'It ih atithoiitaiivnlv slated thoi 
Shi i Sunluok has uuiie abroad on 
urAcrit nlhciai duty and is expmled 
to rouirn to Delhi in twu ui ihiee 
days ” 

It is sUipNsiiife that the IMK. 
ihrntiuhoul its statcinein, leleiied io 
Ml SunilM>k as ibv "dnecioi id 
KAW." Had any nutdication Ih’cii 
jssiied eilhei exieutbriA his term in 
Ihut post or reemploviuB him'' Ihe 
nature of ilie “uiAenl ofhci.d duiv.*' 
naturally, was not specilivd Mou*uv 
er, could a peisoii, who u.is no more 
in nment service, Im sent oul 
on official work'' While the IMB h.is 
used all s<iiis uf adjeLtiVes to rnaliKii 
invcsliMutive jouriudisni, it laded to 
claiify a vimI point ui iis press note 
of ]() April {whuh. incideiitalK. tsas 
j Sundays. 

A few days bcluie the publuacuui 
of the hews item in The Telenr.iph. a 
number ul ncwspapeis in the capital 
hud carried small, one paiatfraph 
news items indicutiriA that Mr Sax. 
ena had replacs'd Mt Sanlouk as (be 
director uf RAW. 'fhe I'lR did not 
issue .iiiv claiificntum then So. 
which role ul the PJB Is cuirect. t he 
one III which it does not contiadut 
reports about the changeover at the 
RAW’ headquarters, or rhv one in 
which It refers to Mr Saiitouk as the 
''director" ten days after liis date <i1 
retirement? Oue only ho(>es that 
while decrying reporters who dare tu 
take a look at the chinks in the 
overnmeni's armour, the PIB is not 
einit mischievouslv gullibJo 
Moreover. The Tel&uii^ph never cast 
aspersions on the officer's luvalry. 

Did Mr Sdiitook indeed k*' on 
ernment work? Or was it a inissjun 
pnvatelv entrusted to him bv the 
powers-that'be*' It is true thai the 
nature of Mr Santook's work, till .)! 
March, was shrouded in a ved of 
secrecy. But cun such a veil be 
ailowed to »hr<iud unusual on 
in the k^vernmenf, when all rules 
are flouted? Is it pussilile that the 
"uriient official duty.'* was auiho* 
rised privately? 

Shublvibrata Hhattacheryt 
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Atadras: Jhe k’ki^i«>*u(e «inJ judici¬ 
ary in Tamil Nadu have liK'kcd hums 
over j controversial issue DMK Ml.C 
and M<*K's ttvie noire. Mr Arcut 
Veer.isami. has once akuiii sue 
Let'ded lii whippiiik un issue that 
has ImcoMiu ihe tojiic uf beaiod de 
iKite in (he Assonililv. iu public and 
in Jepal ciitles. 

Mr Vtvravuni. who is also ilie 
DMK headquarters »L%rc*(ary, filed ^ 
quo worr.iuru jH'tituiri apuinsi chief 
minister, Mr XI. 0. Ramach.indran, 
dernaudiiik (u know on what pixuinds 
he continued lo fiiiution as CM of 
the state when he had somnulied a 
Lonsrituiioiial iiiipropMetv The im 
propriety rt-ferrs^d to was Ihe CM*s 
I em. 11 k s r Jui l cou r (s wtu e ac i * ird iiip a 
siep^motherlv tK'atmeni tu the state 
pivcMiment h> ui anting stay oideis 
iMdiscriminalelv. thus atfs^tinp the 
jirukiess uf work iiiidvrtaksui bs (he 
Ao\t«uincni. He made these* c<i*n 
nients on the fliKU of the Assembly 
i>n 2 Kebniarv. ISHt. wlulv roplymk 
to the dehare on the (oiveriior's 
addless Mr Vvsu.isami contended 
that MCK had violated Article 211 
sshivh slated. “No diMUssions shall 
take place in the leMsIatuic of a 
slate with respect l<» Ihe conduct <d 
.tiiy judfie uf the Supreme Coint «m 
H jpli C’ouri 111 ihe dischaiAy ul his 
duties ” Accoidinu to Assembly 
Rules rWi. ’A memi>er, while stH*ak* 
ink- must not reflect upon the con 
diKl of the president or any povern 
ment or any coent uf iustice." 

.lusttee T. .Salhiadev uf (he Madras 
Hjiih Court admitted the petition 
and issued a luitice to MDK. 'The 
notice liecame controversial (>ccause 
technically ii could be seen as im* 
pingini: uimiii the spcctal privileges 
accorded to the House. The arm uf 
law. It was construed, had si i etched 


MOR. constjtutronaf impropneiv^ 



of the Const It uiion which i elates (i> 
the iHJwers, piivileAC^ and imniunu 
lies of state leAisUiiures, asstiies uii* 
fettered freedum of^pi-ech lo ley is 
iaiors wiihin the House. Mureuver, 
under this Aiitcic iiu luumbei is 
b.ihle IO proceeihiiAs in anv coin I 
ic'AardinA anvihiiip said oi anv vote 
uiv'cri hv him wjihin the House 
CRl(M) leader. Mr K. Uman.iih, wii<i 
laised the matter ni the Assembly 
was of the opiriiuii that the CM 
shuuhl iioi lespoiul lo ihe notice as li 
would otheiwise umlei mirie the au 
ihoiitv and i^restiue id llie House*. 
Needless to sas. Mi Uuiaiiath he- 
lame ihe instant hero uf ilie Assem¬ 
bly al (hat muineiu 
As It was a mailer thai concernvJ 
the privilepes he eiijuved as a mem- 
lier ot the Ihnisc. M(1K leterred the 
mallei to ihc s|M-aker ol ihe state 
Asseniblv, Mi K. Kaiui am. who ufier 
rnulhnp over The issue for a week 
directed the CM to itfiiute ihc nonce. 
Mr Kajaiam decieed. "You du nut 
liHve lo place yourself ul the disposal 
of the High Coun ' l^e felt ihar as 
MCK had made the com men is on (he 
Ho<ii of the House, (be ciudce issord 
liy (he courl was raiitamoiinr to ;t 
bleach of privtlcke. The s|>eakei 
wont a step ahead and said (hat the 
liervuis responsible tor such pro¬ 
ceed inKs are liable to he proceeded 
JAUinsi. Ml Kajaiani referred i» the 
Karnataka Hi^h Court jiidAment m 
the A. K 1)ubbaiah case in 
where the need for a healthy under¬ 
standing between the judiciary and 
the leeislaiuro underscored, (hat 
(he (wo should exercise (heir pri* 
vilcKes and powers in mutually ex¬ 
clusive areas so as to avert any 
rupture, which would (hen under¬ 
mine the integrity of (he two bodies 
in the eyes of the public. He regret 
ted (hat (he Madras High Coun had 
raked up an issue that had been 
smicabiy settled in the past. 
Indeed, most similar cases that 
came up in the past have been ruled 
in favour of the legislature. A sigiiifi* 
cant precedent is (he Supreme Court 
ruling regarding a reference made 
by the President in an issue involv¬ 
ing the Uttar Pradesh legislature 
and The state judiciary. The SC judge 
observed that under Article 1$4, the 
freedom of speech conferred on the 
legislators is absolute and unfet* 
(ered. In other words, even if the 
remarks violated Article 211. the 
member would not be liable for any 
action in court. Again, in 1970, (he 
Supreme Coun made a limiUr ruling 
In the case of Mr Tej Kiran Janl and 
others versus Mr Neelam Sanjivo 


Reddy. The Calcutta High Court in 
1951 ruled in favour uf the protec- 
lion enjoyed by the members of 
Parliament '*evea thoush the words 
uttered by them in the House may be 
false and malkious to their know* 
ledge/' The Orissa High Court had 
observed in 195!!i that “though a 
speech delivered by a member of the 
House may amount to cnntempr of 
court, no action can be taken againsi 
him in a court uf law as speeches m 
the Kou>e are privileged." 

In the early Sixties the judiciary 
and lugisluiiiru come pcrilouslv close 
t<i a ccnfroniaiHm. In o ruling the 
High Court had then passed stric* 
luces on the eovernment for the 
apiKiinimcnr of law secivtary. Mr 
Alagiriswomy. as the government 
pleader. The mutter was raised in 
the Assembly and a notice of pri* 
viiegc was given. A contempt of 
court petition wos filed against the 
then s|>eaker, l>t V. Krishna Ran. 
who,however, ignored the notice. The 
matter was literally settled out uf 
couil. The Assvmidy was prorogued, 
(he nolive of privileges liipsed, there* 
hy neatly eschewing the issue and 
(he coiuempt peririnn was dismissed. 
As far Mdi Ml' Veerasami is cuncerned, 
(he crises oppi'jr to hiive boomer 
anged because *i priv'ltge was 
suught tu Ih* raised in the Assembly 
by an AlADMK member, Mr V. K 
Kiilasubramanliini. agninst Mr 
Veerasomi for filing a (/uo warM/itci 

B Hit ion for whai the CM said on the 
oor of the House. 

The MO tic V issue which was picking 
up steam took a sudden, dramatic 
turn with justice Sethiadev directing 
the TN advocate general to ascertain 
whether CM MOR had liim in mind 
when he made the damaging state¬ 
ments in the legislature. This was the 
unexpected outcome when three per 
50ns—two advocates and a former 
speaker—filed writ petitions slating 
that Mr Vecrasami's petition should 
not have been entertained. In this 

E 'eiition, a reference was made to the 
act that judges against whom the 
comments were made should not try 
the case. Losing sobriety and 
equanimity, the visibly upset justice 
Sathiadev said. “I am a very sensi¬ 
tive person you know, and your sub* 
mission really set me thinking. I 
could not sleep last night.*' He de¬ 
clared that had he even suspected 
that the barbs could have pertained 
to him, he would have washed his 
hands off the case right at the begin* 
ning. But he tried to console himself 
that as the statement referred to 
indiscriminate grant of stay orders, 
the comments could not have refer* 
red to him because he. and the whole 
bar would endorse this, is against 
granting stay orders unnecessarily. 
As his notice to MGR bad laid him- 
talf open to censure, Justice 
Sachlaoev look the opportunity (o 
explain the reason for the issuance 
of the notice. “Whether a citiaen of 
this country could resort to some 


remedial action or the other when 
somebody violated the Constitution 
from a privileged position was the 
(question thrown up hy the writ peti¬ 
tion and it would have to be decided 
one way or the other." That was why 
he admitted the petiliun and “not 
from any other motive." explained 
the judge. And to prove his point 
Justice Sathiadev refused to admit 
another writ petition filed bv Arco( 


Veerasami praying that MCR be res¬ 
trained from functioning as CM tiU 
the disposal of the quo warranto 
cose. Mr Veerasami appears to be 
hell-bent on dislodging MGR even if 
it be temporarily. But the petition 
had to be withui'awn because the 
judge refused to admit it with the 
comment “1 don't believe in granting 
stays unnecessarily." 

Anila Praiap 


'I did not want to contest' 

Bhubaneswar: In order lu vtahilise 


c he merger of the Uik Ds I < K > with i he 
Janaia Party, Mr Biju Painaik has 
made ii clear lo (he reniral party 
leadership that rhe mc-mtx-rs of ihe 
erstwhile Lok Dal (K i should l»e "sun* 
ably accommodated in (be Janata 
Party." But Mr Paiiuik himsc-ll iv nut 
feeling iiiu cumfociable in ihc cum- 

E jov uf some leadc-i> like Prof 
(ddhu DandavaU' who wa\ rccviiiK 
elected as ihv leader m ihv Janata 
Parly in chv l*uk Sabha. Biju P.iinaik 
spoke 1(1 Sarada P. Sanda ai ihi- 
Jana t a Pa rl y ul f ice i n Bhubaru-kw a r. 
bxivrpls: 

Q: Whaf priun/Mit/ you fif seek 
utvction fur rhe feaA*r»Ajp <»f ihv 
Junuia I'arhatneninrv iWtv aearrisi 
Prw/ />am/evaie’ 

A It was not mv dvciviun tu cumv.^l 
the JPP electionV It wac f»c<irgt» (Per 
natides) who pn»piiK-d my name 1 
went tu (he (cummitiee) meeting and 
said that (hero should be no contest, 
cvvrybudv should withdraw in favour 
uf the cuntpcnsuN candidate. Hut the 
Bombay provinciat cummiiiee had 
already prttpuced sumv names. I( was 
only then that 1 agreed to a coiilc-ct for 
the leadership 

Q: Old you fvrmaily fife yovr 
nominatioo^ 

A: I did no( file my numinalion 
George gut a form and put my name. 
Then, wc went to Cakuria to take a 
look at (he West Bengal party affairs. 
There we decided that (here should 
be no election^ Wc formed a ihree- 
man committee and after caking ev¬ 
erything into consideralivn. we 


BiJu f^riraiJc.* agreeing to contest 



selecied ihe otfice*bearers. 

Q: Were you iniere»teJ in beaming 
tbe lender of the .lanara Parliame/t- 
Mry Party? 

A. I was not imerested. The misi has 
nothing poliiical about Ir. I felt that 1 
would get stuck m that kind of Job. Mr 
Dandavaie is the righi person for that 
(y)w uf job 

Whv do you think Prof. Danda- 
v,ti& wav intcremed in thv leadership? 

A He warned ir afier that incideni 
in I'arlia/nenl where he produced h 
revolver. 

Q: OhI he seek re-e/eitton r<i l e/ur- 
hish Ais rm^i^e after that incident? 

A' Vou ufu right. Hi« image was 
oiiamly damugi-d after Ihe inciJeni 
in Pari I a me nl 

O’ /> It free that Muiurji Oesai 
campaigned against vitur cjiidtdatiire 
in rnis election? 

A No. no. On the cunirary Morar* 
jihhai did nul approve Dundavate's 
act in Parliament 

Q. Thr Lok Dal (K) added nine 
members to thv Janata PariyS 
strength in rhe Lok Sakha and seven 
meini^rs to its stlength in rhe Hajya 
h'jhh*'i after the merger. But none 
fmm this xrtiup has been elected 
leader of the Party in either House- 
thj y-ttu not feei neglected? 

A: If 1 would have contested \ would 
have won. Bu( I simply didn't like (hat 
job. 

Q' Did George Feinaniles can»u/r 
you be fort- proposing vnur name^ 

A: No. 

Q: Would you say that the election 
was a smooth affair? 

A; It was not a serious affair since It 
was berefi of compel iiion 

Q. Do you think you could have won 
if you had contested? 

A: 1 am sure 1 would have won. In 
fad. there is no question of thinking. 1 
can win even now. 1 made it clear lo 
the committee that 1 was not in* 
terested in contesting. I only want 
that the group which has joined the 
Janaia Party should be suitably 
accommodated in that party. 

Q: Do you think that the assimila¬ 
tion of the erstwhile Lok Dal fK) 
members in the Jeaata Party haa but-n 
smooth? 

A: My demand that rhe Lok Dal (K) 
members be given suitable posts was 
to make (he assimilation smooch. 

Q: Was Goorge Fernandes in¬ 
terested in the eiecxiona.* 

A: He never wanted it {the elec¬ 
tions). You see, once you become the 
lender, aiiendance in Parliament is a 
must. 
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Love is a bond 
that's unbreakable 



Camlin is another. 


Camlin unbreakable pencils. A perfect bond between 
wood and lead. So the pomt never breaks. While sharpening. 
Or in normal use. 

Nme attractive designs to choose from. 



Camlin: 

India's first unbreakable pencils. 
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W hut will nexi 

move be^ More and 
ninr« people nrc now in* 
ttre^ecl m knowing; ihe 
future of (he Kekha phe¬ 
nomenon. \t 0 lime when 
she wos recognised aa the 
best actrev:>lioins m the 
country she played some 
wionK carcU. Her mcon&is- 
tent behaviour, her 
fumou:i Mnti'um» arc now 
costing her very dearly. 
*'What d fiintasiic actrevt 
she is hut whot i» the use 
of?just being a good ac* 
tress? In this induvtry one 
has to have a heart to 
think about othurs, to feel 
about others and Rekha 
soems to have lost the 
^mwer to feel which ts very 
sad.** .said one director 
who Jus worked with her. 
TJioi V are others who 
think alike. 5<imc who 
have completed their films 
wilh her continue to criti* 
else her. Others who are 
moking films with her con* 
tinuc to critict.se her. The 
rest who are making films 
with her now. prefer to 
suffer tiJ] they complete 
their work. 

T he glow on 

/liimiS fiice has l>c- 
come brighter these days 
SJubuna was always recog¬ 
nised as one of the better 
aciresseV of the new gen 
eratiotifhut she svems to 
be at her bust n<iw. Hvr 
pui formances in two films 
released recently JVfa^oorn 
and /tviaorare being 
raved about. Wrote one 
critic.^Shabana has again 
proved that she is the best 
we have among our actres¬ 
ses and no one can doiib( tt 
after seeing her in some of 
her recent films. Shabana 
has reached her creative 
best. '*Now everyone is 
talking about Shabana in 
two other films, waiting 
for release. There is Afah- 
esh Bhait's Aarth and 
there is .'9h>*am fieoegor^ 
Mandi ' There are other 
films like SweekarKiya 
Afame, Kum/arj Bubo and 
a film being made by Mrxn* 
al ^n. The reason for 
being at her creative best 
ii supposed (0 be love. Her 
''affair" with a leading 
writer Is being talked ab* 
out but she herself does 
not waai to talk about it. 


B ig hroiher 8 K. Chopra 
has emerged as the 
winner again. At one stage 
it almost looked like a 
neck to*neck contest be* 
tween him and brother 
Vas/i Chopra. B.R is mak¬ 
ing A/ardixirand Yash is 
making AfuvAja/. Ditip 
Kumnri.sthe hero In l^th. 
B. K's was a year long pro¬ 
ject and Yash wanted to 
finish his film in todays 
and release it first, fate 
bad other thnigs in store. 
Yash faced one misfortune 
after another and hi< film 
was delayed. What was 
supposed to he released by 
March is only half dune 
And B.K’s Afjrdooris 
ready for release. 

S i/nn.v t>vof. M>ii nf f>har* 
incinfja. is the talk of 
film circles Hesermsio 
have come as a silent, sur¬ 
prise packet. His {leiform- 
ance in his vvrv first film 
Btfaah is supposed to be 
very good for a newcomer, 
lilt emergence is going to 
he a thing that happened 
to filmdom. accord ing to 
Mime. Sunnv's latest con* 

1 1uesf Is a fifm with 
Hns.um with Ptmp/e as 
the heroine 

I/I fit/f /t’liit 





Jiothilakshmi: fut t* fine 

S upjKisi* St Ik Santa 
alliinis heiojue status 
who wilUuhsMlule llei lot 
(hif vamp roles? 1 his is a 
«tucsiioii that IS living 
asked guilt-o| ten in film 
circles. After much war 
ching It jppcMrs that the 
choice has I alien on Afiw 
adha. But Silk .Smiia's ai* 
dent fans state that no- 
IukIv can replace livi 
According to them others 
are like cheap jmiiat mns; 
theyghttet. OnIvSilk is 
the real ihing 



A lot of people have 
heen advising Jyprh* 
thkshtni to shed some of 
lic'j excess weight. With 
Silk Smitu around, the 
competition seems to be 
hot I mg up. Silk Smita is by 
no muansa nubile maiden 
hnr she iscertainJy less 
bulky than JyothiJukshmi. 
But jyoihdakshnu is un¬ 
daunted by what her well- 
wishersaiiil dctraciurs 
have to ^av alniut all that 
fat. Sliu has so far shown 
iiu iiichiidtion to go on a 
diet. She confided to her 
friend recently that she 
sees no reason to lose 
weight bvcau.se "my audi* 
eti cc' 11 k e s me th is way. ** 
What idea.s. indeedl 

W hen actress Vijaya 
Shanthi was given 
the role of an Anglo-Indian 
girl she took great pains lu 
study the manneri.ims and 
peculiarities of a typical 
Anglo-Indian. This helped 
her to portray the role 
realistically. Now she 
wants to act as a Muslim 
girl 

A bout 12 new faces 

appeared on the Tamil 
cinema horizon in the 
course of 1962. Most of 
them have quietly faded 
out having laned for only 
one fUm. A good many of 
them have Greedy aban¬ 
doned all horns of ever 
becoming a filmstar and 
have withdrawn from the 
arena. Others are still per¬ 
sisting, despite the inieial 
setbacks. Of the newcom¬ 
ers. only Sutakihana 
appears to have made her 
presence fell. 
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Sufi^wedt 


Beginning 24 April 


(t5 AprH—14 Mayl 
week IS very lavouf* 

L businessmen ssKe 

o1 you may embarli 

-'^^don r>ew proyecis Cbences 

are ma 1 some of you may mhent proper* 
tv Students wtiJ be awarded for Ibeir 
ealra'Curricular acbvilies. especiafiy m 
aporta. elocution arvl debaim^ The end 
of me week is especieHy favourable for 
those in love any romenbc venture is 
essured of success 
dead dates: 24. 26 and 2 ? 
iHeky nvmben: 3. 4 and T 
Favoerabit tflre<1left; West 


LEO |1b AevMt—14 Septan- 
bar) TNs wii be a week of 
peece and proapenty. 
r^)y^ fCft Businesamen, this n the 
time lo drve into new ven* 
hjree. thoee of you who are employed, e 
fevourebie penod bet aheea of you • 
better job or e promobor^ may come your 
way Thoee hotdng influential poets, a 
UV abroad is forecast Women ars hkely 
to receive presents of lewedory A lener 
from tar away we br«^ good news. 
Seed «Mi: 24. 20 and 29. 

Lasiv aanlirs: 1 . 3 M 6 
Fivser a att dtrscflea; North-weet 


By AMRITLAL 


CCCQja^ SASITTAKfdl (IS Dastn- 
bar—14 ianattyf Provided 
QA\I<^P you do ncf grumble over 
sprit milk and do not take 
lUsLKaSu unneceaiery risks, this 
week has unmensa opporlurviies coming 
your way. Craaiive anists, aspecttby 
those m the fMds o( music, drama end 
others, success comae your way At 
home. thir>gi will r>ot be aH that peaceful: 
an elderty member nugN afend m your 
way. Try and avoid confroniattona. 

Gaad dilM 25. 26 and 29 
Iscky Minbcrs: i, 4 and 7. 

Favsaisbli dirsciiea: South 


fT/—TAURUS (19 May—14 deaal 
Oood lonuns IS m store lor 
you this weak it you rely on 
['n/^v^iyoor intuition, a tme to 
I it Miih all your near 

onaa around you Thosa m service a 
promotion is in the offing end with ii a 
change of resider'ce Profeasionats 
should look forward to soma new oppor* 
lunilies Those m Ihe army and m the 
police force wilt receive honours lor 
bravery 

Goad difss: 25, 26 and 27 . 

Cecly aambars; t, 4 and S. 

Favoersbia dirKHea: Nonh-west. 


R vmGO (19 teptifaaar-14 
QcMbirt A good week lor 
those m love. The ie the 
time when your dreams wii 
bs tuMdied. though mere 
•ney be a few nw>or trouUee An escei- 
terttpenodrrenetaniy, but avoid estreve- 
gances. For ihoe# m aemce. no unex¬ 
pected ehengee are forecast. On the 
home front thmgs mght not be very 
peaceful an etdarty member migM ten 
senousiy 41 

Oaed Ms; 26. 28 M 30 
iMfey aiBtbar i; 4. 7 and 9. 

FneerM dlreaflea: Uai. 


p^a CAFI»C0FW(19 isnMr^14 

[^\ ^ Ftbrairy) TNs waek pro- 

^ ceeds more or less on an 

A ^ S even keel Conserve your 

>4 energies tor business pur¬ 

poses Those of you wrho ere employed 
your tong-standmg promotions will be 
delayed. This week new friends wtll come 
m your iile Cuttivate these 1rier>dshioB 
emce one ol them rmghi prove very 
helpful. Those who are stM unemployed, 
INS II not a good week for you. 

Qeai Ms: 27. 26 and 30. 
tacky aembtrt: 3, 5 and 6. 

Fsvssrabta dirsctibe: South-west. 


a GEMINI (19 Jeae-H Jslyl 
This IS going io be an 
eveniful week. Those «> 
Civil tervicei wiH be hem 
oured. Students who are 
wailing anxiously for ttieir results wM 
come out successfully This will also be e 
iweek full of fun and games. A memege tA 
home wiH make We hectic lor you. Aela* 
liona may prove very helplul. For thoee of 
you m Jove, a word of advice stay away 
from any kind of romenbc ventures. 
Gied Ms: 24, 25 and 26. . 

Lesiry arnibanr 2, 4 and 6. 

FavesrsMt dtrscUaa: South. 

CANCER (19 My-14 Aa- 
inM) Thtt 18 rwl a.favour- 
^TfV^uabie week so by to post* 
Fprie deals and maBers to 
e later date. Profeeatohtoa. 
you might be severely crtticieed by your 
colleagues. Those vi service migm face 
sarlous opposition. So. you are advieed 
to be Orcumspeet as frankneaa might 
bring adverse results. Domestic Ua too 
will not be very peaceful thereby adding 
to youi share of proble m s, 
dead drtss: 26. 29 and 30. 

LstiRf MDibars: S. 6 and 7. 

Ftmnfela llrectlaii: £asi. 


S llIRA (II Oslabir—14 
ttowmbar) Thla week there 
la a fair measure of good 
tottune In atore tor you. in 
the mddto of the week you 
are Hkefy to meet a bertofactor who wil 
be of immense help to you. euatoaiMmen 
wM go on a short |oumey during ffie 
middto of the weak* k wdi prove p«OM« 
M. Them in police aervtoe. M does 
not s eem to be a very favourable weak. 
Domestic bfe will remain peacatul. 
Oasd dM 24. 25 and 29. 

My nMrs: 2. 3 M 4 
r siBto i bli dWsdtoa: East. 


icoMona 


al and RrtonM fronts wM 
make good proipeas 9m 
week. *On the domestic 
Nerd. chiUrwi or a young member of Ihe 
farndy wW centnbule to your happinesa. 
You wN sM to benefli through the good 
oMces of a m ember of the oppoeito sex. 
A word d edvi ce : do not squander away 
your money Keep k safe for a rainy day 
or e friend, ifho mighi need your help. 
Gesd dstos: 26. 27 and 30. 
iesky ssaMi* 6. 6 end 9. 

Fsvseriiie dfrsdlea: South-east. 


AQUAimil (19 FtbflMiy—14 
Msreb) TNs week a mar* 
nage will take piece in the 
fenvly Almost the who)# 
L-S Zaa CJ week will be spent leisurely 
wrth Mends and relatives surrour>ding 
you. Students, try to conceniraie on your 
Studies Politictor>s are advised io keep 
the ms sNe s away from any kind of con- 
frontalton. Check all your docon>ents 
before eigr^lng There are chencea of a 
close fnsrtoship turning into romance, 
tod data; 24. 25 and 27. 

Leeky auabars: 3. 5 and 6. 

FavesrM dlissto: North. 

V. Jljy ^ PliCIS(19IIIPCli-14A9rll| 
A waek of stow but sieady 
progress is in store tor you. 
Manors related to property 
' \\(i N end insurance are well eig* 
ruM. Irnporlam changes might take 
place kke shriimg of residsrtoe, sudden 
vansler or e promotion. Your hard work 
will put you m the good books of your 
seniors. You are advised rtoi to beg. 
borrow or lend iNs week as this mght 

cause probieme 

fiaed data: 26. 27 and 29. 

Lasky emHn: 4, 7 and 9 
FavoMbls dIrsettH: South. 


Pto tot Isni aa TlMtodayst Thosa bom on Thursdays are uauaNy 
OKtamia to by nature, if they And Ihemeeivee In adverse Me- 
Hone, they tond to become cunning, rude and maioeue. Thay 
datrsiop a hairad towards eeciery in general M human bemgs to 


pwiMpUiw Ilia revwsv IS notceo m those bom under kjcky aur 
stoha. Thay are usually very aflechonate and avoid hurting 
paopif. They are toarnaeives so naivs thai thsy faei hurt 
oocetoonaly. Woman bom on Thursdays ere usually very toying. 
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open up a whole new world of ImagJnatlOD for your cblid. A world of warmth aod 
love. Of caring and sharing. Of playing and learning. Of growing and developing. A world of fUD, 

laughter and happiness. 

That’s the promise of Leo. Toys of a kind never 
before available In India. Toys that are designed to delight. 

amuae. yet educate your child... cater to hla creative needs, a Breutihi to you by 

Attractive, sturdy, yet sWe to play with. In an ever growing 
range ^ pre'school. educational, action, pussies and games. 

Leo Toys. Hiey could bocooe your child’s boot 
friend. Today. 


A Breutibt to you by 

T Blow Plast Ltd. 

■ V PM SeiNo fll48. BeiBbay4C0 02B 
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WOVOBAM Get a fair deal on both sides! 

Novopan. The only particleboard in India with the ISI mark of quality. 

Novopan India Liirtiled are the sole licensees for the Farhni Institute of Switzerland. 

Novopan India LlmHed Suryodsya* MO-eO/a Beeumpel Hyderat>ed.5(XI0l6 

ReglonaJ Office!: •Bangalore •Bombay •Calcutta •Hyderabad ^Madraa • New Delhi 

Telephone _ 33S01 2223a0 2t33S4 7012$ _ 3Q232 576190/576569 _ 







TRIVANDRUM: A father and his son 
are amone SOO.OOO students who sat 
fur the SSlLc examinations chat beican 
in Kerala on 17 March 1983. The 
S2 year old father, Mr Pavithran. an 
ex-M>ldier. Is now an employee of Per* 
til iters and Chemicals Travancore LJ- 
mited(PACT), Hissun.SuniJ Kumar, is 
appearing for the examination at the 
proper age of 15. However, they are 
appearing at two different centres at 
Puthenpalli village in Ernakulam dis* 
triit^/jme« tti tndta iNirmal Samui. 
Cak ulta> 


TRIVANDRUM: A bluff on 23 March 
that topless tribal girls were dancing 
outside made a large number of secre* 
tariat employees abandon (heir work 
to make a beeline to the souare out¬ 
side. They found the tribal girls all 
right and they were dancing too. but 
(heir tops were far from exposed and 
the audience could hardly notice the 
contours. But they were far from dis* 
appointed for they gm a treat of a 
djfferuni kind—a real tribal dance to 
the accompaniment of the rhodi. (he 
kuahar and the chilaokt^^tndiMn Ex- 


MORADA8AU: People gathered in 
large numbers at the residence of an 
octroi inspector in Amroha. (he other 
day, when thev watched a cabbage 
dancing Inspector Naihu Singh had 
bought a basketful of cabbages for his 
buffalo Suddenly one of (he cabbages 
jumped out of the basket and began to 
whirl round. It laier turned out that a 
one-foot snake happened to sneak mtu 
the hollow cabbage and was trying (o 
escape out of it—Northern Mdia Path 
kn iRajneesh Baira. Allahabad; 


pre.ts (Ch. Nageshwar Rao. Hyder¬ 
abad! 


BAN(;a1.0RE: tddh is usually served 
with ihutney. but have you heard of it 
being served with a piece of scorpion? 
A dish of (his kind was served at no 


MADRAS: The debate on drought re 
lief and irrigation works was en¬ 
livened in the state Assembly on 19 
Msrch 1963 when a ruling party mem* 
ber broke into a song (in Tamil i com- 

B lainmg of contrnued neglect of Tamil 
adu by the centre. Opposition mem¬ 
bers sprang to their feet on points of 
order and complained that '‘valuable 
time** was being wasted, with the 
House converted into a musK hall. The 
member, however, had his way and 
completed the son^Htndu (K. P. 
Andavan, Gobichettipalayami 


less a place than the legislature can* 
teen on 23 March 1983 to a customer 
who was fortunately wide awake 
enough to detect the venomous insect, 
ft was an iddli embedded with a dash 
of scorpion Although the customer did 
not object, a correspondent of a Kan¬ 
nada newspaper, who was sitting at a 
nearby table decided to display the 
sample at (he Vidhana Soudha police 
station'^ S. Varadharajan. Bangalore) 


HYDERABAD: After much persuasion 
by Mr M. Omkar, CP1(M> member, in 
the Andhra Pradesh Assembly, the 
finance minister, Mr Nadendla Bhas- 
kara Rao. agreed on 17 March to give 
Rs 1,000 prise money to two claimants 
in the Ugadi bumper draw of 1981 of 
the Bhagyalekshmi lottery (conducted 
by (he state government} who prch 
duced ticked with identical numbers. 
The ticket with number AC 619307 
and code No 88K was declared eligible 
for a Rs 1,000 prise, and this was 
claimed by Mr VeeranjaneyuJu of 
Bangalore and Mrs Anandalakshmi of 
Hyderabad who produced tickets with 
the idenrical numbers. Examination of 
both tickets by forensic experts re¬ 
vealed that thtrt was no sign of 
tampering—Hindu (Y. Sivaji, Cuntur) 


NAGPUR: Work shirking is a common 
occurrence in government organisa¬ 
tions. But a guard in (he railways 
would perhaps bag the first prise if 
ever a contest were to be held to 
adjudge the best work shirker. Mr Y. 
D. Masram, a railway guard posted at 
Nagpur has rarely b^rded a train on 
official duty during the last four 
months. Bui this has not affected his 
allowances. Mr Masram has very sue* 
cessfuUy managed to keep away from 
train duty, and has been drawing all 
the allowances (bat accrue to a guard 
on dnty—HitatadM (A. K. Cuba, 
Yeotmal) 


NEW DELHI: There is money in gar* 
biM. This is the message m the cry, 
**IcabadiwaU.’' or the linguistic 
variants of this one hears in almost 


every Indian city. He pedals the 
streets, buying old newspapers, mage* 
zines, empty liquor bottles, tins, 
broken preces of u'on and just about 
anything that can be recycled. Bar* 

E sinmg as the accepted thing in his 
usiness. The housewife or the cook 


business. The housewife or the cook 
has to ha^e with the kabadi. Many 
kabadis shortweigh raddi but the vigi¬ 
lant housewife or servant makes sure 
that (he scales ere not tilted— Times of 
India (K. V. Viswanath, Bangalore) 


wttqput tonut|cni 


Where does une start with (he 
struggle to end police atrocities? 
ft suits everyone to attack the 
policeman on the spot. and. like 
Pontius Pilate, wash his own 
hands of all responsibility— 
<*eorge Kernandes in The /y/ir< 
rrjred Woek/v of India 


Ml (Ghani) Khan ChoudhuryS 
sights are fixed on Malda, but the 
Indian Railways i% something 
more |han Malda—G.S. Khosla in 
-Statesman 


Kerala suffers from the crab cul¬ 
ture. where one crab tries to pull 
down the other—Prem Nazir ab* 
out his decision to join politics m 
Indian Expre.ss magazine 


Indian natiunali.sm is now mure 
m^siiive and assertive in the UK 
than in India.. It isiheir pi acrital 
disluvalty to India which is mak¬ 
ing the Indian immigrants so imur 
and sharp in their nationalism- 
Nirad C. Chaudhuri in Timc^ id 
India 
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I helped Mrs Gandhi financiallv 
during her crisis period—Akbar 
“Dumpy** Ahmed in Probe 


Whenever an organisatiun becom 
es weaker, its leader becomes 
stronger and so is the case with 
Mrs Indira Gandhi—Maneka Can 
dhi quoted in Current 


If there is a plan in western 
capitals to support South Africa 
at all costs, (hen you in the West 
are sitting on a volcano—Presi 
dent Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia 
to President Reagan quoted in 
Hindu 


India means to me much more 
than Pakistan—Salman Rushdie 
quoted in Bombay 


Caroline is quite outspoken and 
quick, even quick-tempered and I 
may be a little quick¬ 
tempered...I'd say she*s more 
Mediterranean than Albert, who 
is much closer to his mother, even 
physically—Prince Rainier of 
Monaco, commenting on his chil¬ 
dren in Life 





BlACkQOld by Gotcinny and Uderzo 


WHA*n« NCWf 


N0‘T>1IN« MUCH,cxcerrTHAT 
The $CMAN$ HAVf POuaUP 
^MAPANPAU AC 16 M 

WATOI ON 


WTHiV 
I^KINO 
FOt? 


\\ 


*-r 






THRSCMUUANO 
A oodiANO IP I wen 
yoUR. FRI6ND$ I'O 
WATCH MV SrtP! 



«000' 
s^rfftny 
sor rH/too$H 
A«AW/ 


WU^AV 
90otre we 
PONT WMMTIO 
MfNi V9U 
TtOUfU 




•UT 
WHYAJU 
TWROMRM) 
ATrta 
vou? 


_THeV'M 
Tivittf V/lOf 
upoavrM« t 
MMePOCK 
Ol(.TPTHlQe ^ 
Sack TO . 
6AUV' ^ 


M ^9Vm/T$ 

IHivn 
/flANMlN6T0 
P^aMAU 
\iiAoenpUT 


POttOWMIMXCTAKC 
HPUTPAnoeNOOPMINi 
MAVltLAM NCAR 
OeRuaALCM THC ROMANS 
WIUNeVfR THINK OP 
lOOKriOO FOR WU ^ 
TWeM,' 



p 

■Ri 





A NO TOMOKT we'Lt FfNO 
SOME WAV TO OET YOU IN OVtR 
THE WAOE: 


WHVAftevpU 
TKKINOTHEIUn 
OF MVAMiUJ, 
MOHUAf 


AU<TH| HCiKCWS 
PtfTmuOTTHC 
APWEROFROMt 
WEMUSTHHA 
THOM WHO 
oppose rr* 






I NeveR SAW 
SUCH AN APPfTTTt 
THAT'S HIS TENTH 
Sn^FFlO CARP, 
AND Hi sjyii 
WANTS MORS ' ^ 


IF VOU'P UXS 
AMSr, ICANONIV 
OFFER ypU THE 
STAEUl^SUTVOU'UU 
FiNO irsaurn 
^COMFORTABU? 


r%t 
OOMIANO 
FETCKVOU 
TONIOKT 


Mwr.. 




HE VMS RtSHT, 
ms COMFOICTAatE 
WHAT'S THIS VfUASe 
CALUEOF 





fA 




ErmtEHEM, 
1 THINK 













diess 


Mi§t 


Vi H mi f vI c IBItiftlil 



tbt pfiofwfto et th« i 
teiiU mm 

VNl&«ft l«mw> «mitlwd 4 
l«dm but tonatA 
in th* in 

0|^ bntfnr***4 
arm i>«n« but Pm6 no luck m 
tMwS lo »mw^ 

ol tbm 6n9hCB* ii » iwti m 
Mm< %!•» round urfion S 
mrni hm. 

4KQ4 

**■0 

♦ o> 

* ACOi? 


fruiMi piwri ot 
9- S«n*i tAfid^ 
• fifio ihutf gk Rw 
5 hid «nk|i two 

^ VMM of W 


towvd* m* bMth 
^RwlMiiO On* 
a occunod «i *w 
Souib (m om>^ 


SOUTV 




HOtttH CAST 


i 


So«m 9fondfnMiv AtoMMo* ftVvMibv 
muv bo orto o* tN moot wtdoAi uoAr* 
osnmoiod ptwin >» tfv wortd ior fwiv 
vooro oour, indood om* iWico uMVMig d« 
CHompforkfMd W ItM. bo ho« hod 

•0 livo ih tho ihaden of dich nOrnoi M TM. 
^rookan iohidoonOv and (jodor oiHhom 
avar rooty Iw**^ boon Wov Mm Wy 
«ookv man nv nommol pOM Nov «toot 
that ho Km f«d dio cAowoa «o looeh dto 


VCM woro MUM IP Nd 9NT »w» (aoi» 
Tmo Oiaiw^ <Nvtr *v « MV 

<.hn, peoo* a amt oroWan* So you 
ramperoo MfK Tvo Hoani and mcw Wav 
bull fbroa Qaamondb You NV Iho rnatbot 
Mvn <Mdi ^00 Hoant and oofmo* Vda 
^h*Oa Spadaa ^uhdy v uuon^ you Vd 
FotK SpadoA oOmK n douNoA and iho 
hand tuma out le bo 


OoVor Wou N S ^ 


oooa. TKo Md atanw Mi 
RMnov ealhiAV TM m 
1 M2 10 dN da«9t V Awp»i 
CnffNK puyiMf of noo G od 
mM a u muBiod lot tour « 


a Vov of 

bOM" ^ 
I Iho 


yavo by dio 

«ao not CDtr^ 































mmum 

A «^'Vs 



VbWEJnMslSV^^ V 




fw OM sAio mcr'HE:s 
fcvf ft roft^cn^N 
* ^JkCUEftMCCWROTlOll 

omcfHts 


TVtTr um 50m5^10 

uRm ane&sakon 

MUMAH RELAnONSWPfS 


I 60CS5 T>€ TEACNEftAPN' 
LKC «4i$ E5SAY HCMJH 
SHE uiROtE/FlWUSTiCKS' 
At THE iOTTOM . 



SuflAiy ctbssword 


No.i 


It 

III 

. I 

I' 

r* 


90 


1 n«li 
• Oitb 
10 Qurii 
M.ur« 

».Mi 


ol fMon ^ 

<ri 


M tb« 4s«Mlt 9*ftOt fr0i SOO •<< ffwvgt (S) 

M Spftf* ctiw pettC*r’> (V4^ 

17 SeunM c««p«ng t> b* oononnofi fO) 

K «••• bs hMfl erdar to bufy tSi 

21 Obmt Oi b t iPii tfrdsikinatoiv Otodc ($) 

23 U«» vt r« eoniwpon* 1>wy 4n«« «iutbQrr> efMtuf«« {9l 

23 A ff«r« pMMM c tr Kwmu i> o* lh«l « (7^ 

26 Cm( p* »6>>y% - tii b vnv d«b«v « any **» (7> 

27 Foo»«rQv 0 —>uU7 

26 Sal il i«. M lactfiHuLT lor 1ru«in« MO) 


1 Pofton SMW #!*■» ($1 

2 Cmrm « «•«•» 100 mucti? <9| 

0 Adt ena lorry an) cMoa’ Gat ma wi iil^f 
A 4 m anMgM «*aa abva—*'oub*a and aumaoi f7) 

• $ yYm aaai dMsni aourtf m ISou^b t pa w wa a oecubWitt' (7) 

7. A young liriir^ Sprnating's wTorg ($) 

0 OoW ti« part m^9m onas mood'* fM 
6 Doaoti* an aiifaupitai*. aounds Uca Wixii a oatrung ci onas tiopat 
cl4> 

14 Communal voDa 01 a diN 01 •oooAanea'’ 1 . 6 ) 

16 Plaadad id mi aaon naiMm oaia i*aa <6> 

16 Mem. hari w u foanaa. ihai$ nei good (7) 
to Oiaaftroua aon oi laa aan (7) 

22 MaOmu ena ar a de**ay aa anga. aema n n t^tan' ($1 
Oa AMiaiam or afWoaai aeu>« tta vandar' 


Coifipiod by Mil Imrf 










































COLOUR CONSCIOUS 


CANAL OF WOE 



DKSPITkl (h«ir «Mi unitenKMit rfiid 
(h« uiicercMiioHiouN m<uintfr in 
>^hlih Miihek.i Cttiidhi h«id m Irove 
1 . Hfildui luii^i KtiiiJ I^Ni ve<ir. Min 
Indii u (<4iidlii and h«r djuKh(«/r*iii* 
Jau oi h« mdiMlaiiuriK s<>mv 

pviuiidr kind cd ^oruivctiMn. Hv 
VIme coinvidence. Ihe k«<Jmii of tfie 
sMieev these livo Udies ueji on 
I nt pot I uni IK c as 111 IIN »iiv .if most .il- 
ways (hv s.imv When Mis liiJoa 
<>jhdh) took rivei us the ch.iirpvi 
^on of the Non AliKned Meet 
(NAMl shv nore .1 IikHi lireen Ixii 
dvK'd sniee. 1 JiuidentilUv, the col- 
iiui' ^ornhination of the 
.iMUOKeiiiciit m lioni of (he Vlf' 


sva( III ViKyen Bhavjn on (he ineu 
Kui.iJ tf.iv of (he summit meivhed 
the iolouis of (he Prime Minister's 
clothes I When Mrs Maneka Gandhi 
launs’hid her new poJilicaJ party. 
RAshiriya H.inia> XUiuh iRSMl 
•l.v wore a saree with Minilar col 
ours I:veil Jti Lucknow 9 veer <iko 
M.iiiekd <*andhi nnre 9 similar 
sau*e. which hud the same coloui 
lOfnlHiiaiioii Apparviuly the les 
Mills which Mis Mjneku Cundhi 
learnt at her motherun law's house 
have no( liceii furiuitten Or. is Jt 
because Iviih Mrs Maneka Candhi 
and Mrs Indtra Gandhi shaie (he 
same asrrolncer^ 


VIDEO GAMES 

A ua(e government-owned electro* 
met firm hat taken the best possi¬ 
ble advantage of the Non-Aligned 
Summit. An applicaiion uf this firm 
to immediately import professional 
video recorders for the Doordar* 
shan had initially been turned 
down by the department of electro¬ 
nics {5o£) because ihe draft 
memorandum of understanding be* 
(ween the Indian firm and a leading 
Japanese firm envisaged direct 
sales and no technology transfer. In 
the lasr week of February, a senior 
officer of the OoE. who is better 
known for his father’s powerful 
connections, went with the repre¬ 
sentatives of the firms to (he depu* 
tj minister for electronics. Dr M.S. 
^njoevi Rae, and argued (hai as 
the equipment was required for the 
NAM, the import clearance be 
granted. The minister gave his com 
sent. The same day. thanks 10 the 
cloul of this officer, the file was 
initialiipd by Mr Shivraj Paiil. the 
minister of state for electronics as 
well and aent to the ministry of 
industries as foreign ejcchange was 


involved and the clesrance from 
the projects approval hoard was 
needed. The same day. Mr S. M. 
Ghosh, secretary (industrial de¬ 
velopment > and the industry minis¬ 
ter. Mr N.D. Tiwari, also cleared the 
file. But despite this superfast 
movement of the file, the equip¬ 
ment did not come for the NAM. 
But as the approval is there, in 
violation of normal rules of the 
government, this state government- 
owned firm is going ahead with the 
import, which in the first phase, 
would involve foreign exchange to 
the tune uf Rs 1.7 crores. The 
Doordarshan authorides have re* 
leased departmental foreiu ex¬ 
change for the purpose. What is 

mose intriguifig ic that the deal with 
the Japanese firm was clinched 
when (his all-powerful officer from 
the Do£ went to Japan last year on 
a ''private visit.** However, because 
of (he clout which this officer’s 
family enjoys with the powers that 
be. any enquiry into inis episode 
certainly is ruled out, at is inevit* 
ably the case. 


INSTEAD of bnneing relief to the 
areas through wnich it flows, a 
major irrigation canal in Uttar 
Pradesh has wrought havoc In the 
districts of Lakhimpur Kheri. Sita- 

K ur. Unnao, Haraoi, Lucknow, 
ftrabanki. Rae Bareli and Faiia- 
bad. The Shard* Sahayak Canal, 
which is almost a mini-river flowing 
between twu major rivers of the 
state, the Comti and the Ganges, 
was builr in the mid Seventies ft 
starts near the Nepal border in 
Lakhtmpur Kheri and flows down 
right up to Varanasi district The 
mud banks of the canal have caused 
seepage problems. As a result, for 
Mretenes of up (o one kilometre uii 
eiihei side of the canal, (here is 
perpetual waterlogging This has 
oeen the pu^iiion for months 
together now. The crops in these 
areas have been destroyed and 
avicultural activity has been badly 
aHecied In manv places, the mud 
houses of (he villagers have been 
damaged No major politician of 
(he state has taken up the plight of 
these people seriously so far, with 
the exception of Mr Ram LaJ Kahi. 
an MP from Mr K. N. Bahuguiia’s 
Democratic Socialist Party. Last 
month, along with thousands of 
villagers, he organised a unique 
protest: a dfiarnM in the waterlog¬ 
ged areas. Fur 24 hours Mr Rani 
and his followers sal in the water* 
logged fields tn draw the state guv- 
ernmeni’s attention to the problem. 

DASMUNSHI FOR 
RAJYA SABHA? 

THE entry of Mr Priyaranjan Das* 
fflunshi into the Congreskl) has 
posed a few problems to the finance 
minister, Mr Pranab Mukherjee. In 
1984, the Congressdl is going to 
elect one member to the Rajya 
Sabha from West Bengal. Because it 
was not in a similar position in 
1980. Mr Mukhenee had to seek 
election to the Rajya Sabha by 
shilling his place of residence to 
Gujarat. According to sources close 
to (he minister, be had plans of 
seeking election from West Bengal 
in 1984. so that his '*vart6*s(bartiah* 
ment)** to Ginarai could be ended. 
But with Mr Dasmunshi in the par* 

S , there could be a possibility of 
e Congressf I) decidi ng to have h is 
powerfm presence in the Rajva 
Sabha. While every section of the 
West Bengal Congfessd) hat overt* 
]y welcomed Mr Dasmunihi's entry, 
few people are finding rheir dreams 
on tnc verge of being shattered. 

O.E. NIZAMUDCMN 
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$t«r*o Radio CMitni 
Recorder-M993$K 

4'b4nd radio, Automatk 
Music Seiecc Sysiem, 2*way 
4-$peaker system. 12'W 
output. >digii (ape counter. 


$(arao RmUo CaMtta 
Recorder-RT 2007 
•I'band radio, 7 W output, 
.Stereo-wide effect. 


Radio CaMtte Recorder— 
M2429- 2H 
>band radio. Variable 
monitor and ALC, Auto stop 
mechanism, Eatenul mike 
jack, 3-digit tape counter. 


Mini Stereo Caasalta 
Rocordor-M-GtO 

Compact stereo cassette 
player. Auto stop 
mechanism, Compatible with 
metal and normal tapes. 
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"S^ire** I replied 
“U's un an. Il'a caller] 

TliuUnn " HcrCTVS were llxnpid 
poolM, 

I choked ^^rinijling. Ihu I 
x»ever hcaid 
'Tour educuiiim l» 
mctmiplcic,’* she salJ, ‘K^njc!’ 

I walked in a daze behind her. 

At H iieudi/eufc, ^lie Imiu^Iu 
two UiiTlcf^. Tii)^U:n«! 

Slowly, kilie opened them and 
liBiidlRf^ nu' one, miI<I '''Pake u 
»<mnll sip." » 

1 Hijipcrl tfeiMly. 

*’(h>n't h wallow I Roll yonr 
t« n itf ue u!i MI IK r' I rt dWxl my lo 111411 c 
anuiiul t kM Kill, it wus ehllJed' 
’I’an you led \\'' Hulr 
i 'flii you feel rlic TiiiKle''“ 

^ddenJy, 11 hit me. 

A mllhim liny Udihles popped 
uftainsi my pulute 1111 rl 11 i.'w.y 
Keiistttion spivud IInd iii’rian lo 
ekviiity* me. 

In sneer eKelicmciu I Imrvi 
cnii.'TM TTStiUlNtir 
I must have h Miked an 
elei ird)'lnii ki^Iu iliijtllnij nl] 
ovvr—and a pTuitoftnipfier 
«nu)>|>ed my pleinrc, 

I ohen 10 ihe un Mali cry. 
(^ite 0 kiH I um Uai. ul 
uiincmlandlng the dldcrcitec 
lieiween ushlmys and Heulptiixvu. 


wul M |4hHiapa|ilK'i m> pKiiiiv 


The modem art 
cf Tingling. 


L^asi week,! siKot u few days 
widi my spinster Grand Aunt. 

I>omplly slk* elialked init u 
ilktht protfmmmc for me. And 
Aral on the lisi wus a visit lo the 
un Julieryt 

Tne guile(>' wus hii^. Grand 
Auni led ilic way antnairTvllcd u 
\Hiih thrniiffh tlie enmxl. 

A blank while eunvus with 
Unee hinc tkils cuvighi her 
ui ten I ion 

"biok ot this." slie whispeivd 
lo oie lu awT. 

{looked Ht It. 'nirve blue rkns 
in R neni mw, Tlur iHle said 
a Dots, 1 ciHiiitcd them Thrve. 

\\r>w* 

I hcanl u soK e^oice lichlnd me 
say dlsilncUy “Tlircc Ekas" I 
shrniklcr and-- 


The girl wus sciibtiUng a way 
In a noiehiKdi 

Ihiy. slie liwl class. 

She wan coming lowanls ual 

I he u cipirriie and dccideil to 
play Ilk’ an knvr. 1 siareil harrl at 
the next exhibit—a |Hecc of 
«HntlpiMre 

1 ut Riy.iOH drop in open 
odminiiJon. cocked my head a 
liitk lo die k'A lf>r a diffcani 
perspective Full of knowWilgc. I 
m(»vc<t on. (a{>plng ash iriio an 
ashtray ncajiry*. 

Sucklcnly. a commutlon bruke 
out bchinJ me. I turned to see 
two guUciy ailvndanis ^niiy 
wiping out (he ash Td flicked. 
Oopsf How was I to know U was 
pan of (he exhllritiim. 

From (he comer of my eye 1 
noticed the girl laughing into her 
handkerchler 

1 was frowning at a little 
earthen pot. when 1 beard a 
musical voice behind me: 

"Enjoying youraclf?* she asked. 

**Mmni. Terrifle stuff this art. 
Isn't icr 

Then, leaning ckisc towstdR 
me. she aald."I Know of a real 
work of art. Interested?" 
heart hminced anxind wtkflv. 


jitfiKco over my 
I>GWt 

A stunnJitg young thing stood 
▼e^ close behind me. 

She seemed fascinuted with 
liiul crazy canvas. 1 coughed 
pohiely and saiil “Dolly, isn't it?" 

“Hun," slic came Itat'k to earth 
and fWire me with a Jook. 

Hastily 1 looked away 
(irand Aunt imslied un and I 
followed her, sneaking a kxdt 
behind me. 


And whenever 1 get a hit 
bored. I whisper to Veena (that'a 
her name) tliat It waa time we 
Tinned, 

And her eyca turn to limpid 
pools again. 


Get the taste that Tingles! 








Gen. Ershaci of Bentjiaciesh 

talks to MJ. Akbar 
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X 94 jj| u»hen in a cooler eumtner- Every year, 

|«jat diooee from a nnee of fane: from Beautv 

and Cm lo ceiling and table lai^. AJI made to Baiaj’i own 
demanding quality atanderu.AU backed by the Urgeainetworh of ^KI0 deem. 

Ter twift aftcr'caiee eervtcv. not that yoci'B ever need it. 
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New 

PHILIPS MINI CELL 



Thrrr s Uu' mq 

tfnfo pnnteri on ihr oork So 
you know it ^ fa*sh if>c 
f.ictory’ 

Philips Mini Cell Avmlnbin 
infoursi/es For electronic 
w.rtrhes caicolfrlors. 
t rmipras. electronic gjmos 

Ar ct hco^ir>q a«<ts 


The mini battery that s poweied to last. PHILIPS 
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How do you win public 

draw after draw? 


With I m iovati v e mMtetlnfl 
tochniqiws—tline and again. 

When a loneiy prize seemed a 6r with hijvlreds of smaHer prizes for each draw 

fetched (keam even some tene after its in addition to the main one. More #aws. More 

introductioa Sales InternatiOTB^ prizes And ea^ encashment at selected banks 

realised that there seemed tt) be an urg^ Which meant—draws at every place of 

need to reassure the public. But yet maintain importance in Karnataka Within plain si^ of 

sales the pubhc. With results accurately and 

MSIL took this up as a challenge. The irrrnediateiy armounced And prizes promptly 
answer seemed to be innovative marketing debused The public were reassured. All the 

techniques: ^ restructuring the prize amounts whae MSIL was hMlling its social obli^tion to 

thesocietyar)dtheState.^promotingsetf- 
empkyrnent of suthagents and thereby 
ernpkvrnent of vendors helpers and nriany 
more. 

MSIL is alMiys on the move; seeking 
newer challenges And finding originaj and 
inncMtive solutions to thern. MSL is bQiond 

mafWQn^ 


MCA/MSIU6> 



confidence 



Sometimes, Cadbuty 's can soy it 

better than u ords 
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For fiv« Oltzlng it ritn«d Wi 8olanWy« • v4teo* 
in 1h« Jodhpur distrtct of Af|ftsttun. Th« lond N ptrcM ind 
man and animal Rgm for tha laM dfop a of watof. Dua lo Via 
aava^ drought about ICO aiarvaOon dMtha ha«a oeeumd but 
. the slate gevammant. in s daeperaia bd to hide tie tuti. has 
brushed K oK as ‘SO dast>a dua to a mvatary ilnaaa.* A 
firsthand rapon by Seams Muaiafa. 
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No aoUAona to the problama of tie tme most troiMd staiaa bi 
the ooufitry—Assam and ftuniab seam to be to «ohL ^an 
Chobt aaya that cofTvUcence. compounded by toe blundars 
New Oalhi had madrf earner, has only aporavatad the tapadtoa 
of lhaaa two ataiae. Plus, an on>the^^ report by todrMI 
Banerfle on the recant apata of vtolence to toe Ooalpara dMrtol 

of Asaam. ^ 
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A year after he seized power 41 DhaKa m a Otoodiast coup, 
Qen. Ershad Is faced wHh a problem wisch every rrs toa iv tufer 
has to reckon wNh: to gain legMimacy tor hw government, 
through a popular mandats. wUhout tosNto tfli^ dower or face 
And ito h^ set htoisetf to this task by sf^ some raatncaorw 
on political aciiviues to ihs country which na had si^poaad soon 
aftar taking over the reins of tie country. MJ. Akbar flew down 
to Dhaka to find out about (ha genarat s plans. Tha toiarvlew 
that followed gives en insight mto the mmd of the Cbef Martiaf 
Law Admiriittrator of Bangladesh: his problems and Ns plar>s 
lor (he future. 
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N«w, gentle D«ttoI soep. 

Givt your family iu loving care. 
The care for skin and complexion. 

For cleanliness and health. 
Everyday. 

The iove and care of Dettol soap. 


Give your family the loving care of Dettol soap. 





Putting th« cloclc 
back 

T here ere two sidee to Pre&i* 
dent General Zia ul Haq*$ 
personelirv. When you 
meet him, ne is all charm 
and courtesy. For a politi* 
cian, he speaks with refreshing can* 
dour and ^ives the impression of 
one talking on the leveJ. You come 
away feeling that he is a man who 
means what ne says and has none of 
the clever*by-haJf deviousness of 
Bhutto. And though somewhat erf a 
bigot, he is also forward looking. 

What the Presnie nr General does 
is an altogether different matter 
Ife didn't fcHjk to me to be the kind 
of man who would hang his be* 
nefacror. He did; and that on the 
divided vordici of a court with a 
majontv of one for the hanging. As 
head of state he could have excr 
vised his prerogative of pardon and 
commuted the death sentence to 
one of life-imprisonment. When I 
iiskcd him why he had not dune w. 
he replied; '‘Onlv AlUh van pardon 
a vriminal." It was apparent that 
though great pains were taken to 
give Bhutto's trial a facade <rf fair 
jiesH, Zia had made up his mind to 
hang him the day he grabbed power 
from him. 

Zia diK.^5 not look nnr calk like a 
man who would sani tion chopping 
off of hands of thieves and having 
women (Init iiui menj caught in 
adultery stoned to death. When I 
asked him about this, he was equal 
Iv categorical; “Wo will observe the 
shariMi law tu the letter. We are an 
Islamic repuhhv." 

I asked him about women having 
to veil themselves. He did not think 
that pvrdah was obligatory in 
Islam. All that was required of 
them by (he holy law was to he 
'‘modestly dressed:" for the rest 
“Shantm and //ayaa (there are nu 
exact equivuleins of these words in 
English) were in the eyes of the 
beholder.” Nevertheless he forbade 
Pakistani women athletes compet- 
ing in the seventh Asiad even 
(hough they agreed to appear in 
salwarkameez- 

Yet another law now to be en¬ 
forced is designed to stamp out 
rosTitution which flourishes in all 
akistani cities, ns it does in ours. 
However, in Pakistan dire penalties 
are to be imposed nn the iinfortun- 
ate prosntutes and only mild ones 
on tneir patrons This despite the 
knowledge that most women who 
turn to prosticution are forced into 

the profession by poverty and nut 

of cbeir own free will. Nevertheless, 
(he "law^ prescribes that a prosti¬ 
tute will K hanged or stoned to 
death; her patron will get away 
with flogging or a few months in 
Jail. What kind of justice is this? 

The current issue of The fconom- 
xsr of London reports (hat last 



Gossip 

sweet and sour 

KHUSHWANT SINQH~ 


Novembi*r in Kaiachi a now burn 
child W4\ slimed tu death by h m<ib 
U'd by a muff;* tm ihc prvsumplKin 
that ho wav illegitimarv The police 
weie pravent bui did not prevent 
this ghastly act uf infanticide nor 
arrest anyone What ciime had the 
iiinoconi habe committed? 

I am cure if I were to quevtum 
President-Geiieral Zia or hiv amhav- 
sador 111 India, they would tell me to 
mind mv own business. How Far can 
(he stale go on denying elementary 
human rights tn its cititenv on the 
plea that it i$ its inieiiial affair? 
.Should we Indians keep our mouths 
shut about whatever happens in 
Pakistan? I don't think so particu¬ 
larly when the majority ol Pakista 
ms (their women plus their in- 
numeralilv male supporters! feel 
that norms irf elementary justice 
are being grosslv abused This is 
Mimetliing that should not be left to 
Amnesty International or appeals 
by emigre Pakistanis to The Human 
Kights Commission, it i$ incumbent 
upon us as neighbours and first 
cousins to raise uur voices in pro¬ 
test. 

Lying about sox 

Why arc some men prone to he 
and b<iasi about (heir sexual ex¬ 
ploits? Havelock Ellis wrote of his 
marathon performances in bed 
when most of his friends knew he 
was impotent. Our own (and Pakis¬ 
tan’s) Jo»h Malihabadi in his auro- 

biogra^y Yaadon ki Haraat would 
have us believe that no woman 
from 16 to ^ virgin, wife, divorcee 
or widow could resist him. Nor 
could young boys when (he poet’s 
fancy turned to pederasty. Now we 
have the French novelist. Georges 
Simenon. claiming to have laid over 


10.000 women. He gives the lurid 
details of his sex life in an autobiog¬ 
raphical series of which he has so 
far published 22 in II years. He Is 
SO and apparently still'baminering 
away un his typewriter and Ins 
women. 

Simenon is a freak. He started 
life as a journalist hut discovered 
that (here was more money in 
books. With demoniac energy he 
set about churning out stuff at the 
rate of a chapter a day. a novel a 
week, tutalhng a minimum of 20 
books e year. At the a^ of 28 he 
created a character. Maigret. the 
French vounterpart of Father 
Brown and SherWk Holmes, a 
kindlv, Lunning detective and 
flooded the woild with Maigret se¬ 
rials. Money cascaded In like the 
Niagara fnm. With imiiiey came 
women. He had married voung. He 
fled France when partisans 
threuiuned to kill him js a coilabor 
ator. divorced hi» first wile tu mar¬ 
ry another; ihrn he returned to 
F.urii(>e to resume relationship with 
the first while cotitinuiiig with the 
seciind and added a imsiivss to 
make a a qiuifrv. The three 

women could not put the fire out uf 
his groins; so at the end of every 
working day he found himself a 
whore U> quench it. He cx(XJsed all 
his amours in great detail to the 

C resK and in hi» auiohiogiaphies. 

is dfiNghier could not take it and 
ended her life with her own hands. 

Simenon is as compulsive a liar as 
he was a fornicator What drove 
him to these excesses in writing end 
womanising is explained in a re¬ 
cently published biography by Ken¬ 
ton Brcsier Writing createcT wind 
in Simenon's belly: when he faded 
tn expel it from the right orifice he 
threw up. About his countless 
aff^jrs^lMu'kies. (love is only 
another lour IcMier word in Sime- 
nunS lexicon)--bieslcr upiiies that 
he lives m a world of fantasy, hes 
all the time and in due course 
comes to bcheve that (hey were 
true 

The timeless 
Indian 

If time is the art of the Swiss, 
(imeJessness is the art of the Indi¬ 
an. In (he past I tried to analyse our 
indifference to the pas.saae of time 
as derivative of our philusophic 
belief that we i unceived it as circu¬ 
lar and without a beginning or an 
end. This has got too deeply embed¬ 
ded in our psyche to be uprooted. 
Our yesterdays and tomorrows re¬ 
main eternally the same kai. 1 came 
across a charming variation of (he 
theme recently A friend who had 
urgent business elsewhere but 
wanted me to await his return said, 
"Please wait for me for two mi¬ 
nutes. ril be back in an hour.’' 








l^ow ina newDack 
a new tasteandextrafoam 


Neem Toothpaste now contains extra foam to 
spread the antiseptic strength of neem 
herb and oils more effectively. 

And a new flavour that 
leaves a fresh« clean taste. 

Your family needs your 
love and care. And 
you need the help of 
Neem to keep their 
teeth strong and 
gums healthy. 


Look out 
for th« 
brand 
new pack! 


The world's ftnt herbal toothpaste. Born In India 60 yaara ago. 


A CALCHTMICO product for quaUty^consdous custoner* 







Dr Jagjit Singh 
Chauhan had met 
Mrs Gandhi ini977 


D t .KiuiM SiMuli Chauimn 

koi'ps ii> and our 

o| ilu* nvw\ KiM 
Induin'! hr iv a >liad<nvv 
Mtiutc l.vt'ii m I’unial). 
ulii ie lk«* vviis linaiut' iiniiisl«c iii 
iIk' Akah cimIiiimii nil IV(> 9 . not 
niaiiv kiiMW miuli alxnil hnil. Il« i*> 
ot\c 111 iliv handlul ot cxtii'misr 
AkaJi> hImi ivtt lot the UK in l'} 7 i 
And hr wmiid well Ih.*vii lor 
KorrcMi had iw>h diidiii: i\\s siuv 
jixoad, iiivt III I ho UK and then in 
Uaiiada •lud iho USA. siatird a 
i.iun|>niKii loi a '*S<»veioiun Sikh 
sCaCtf <n KhaliMun." 

Soon art«M ho loacfiod ihv UK. I>i 
Chauhan lai'^cd the domaiul h»i 
"Khalisiati' Itu' Chv fiiM iimr in a 
|>iVn'< inroivi«'^v iii St^ptifir Iwr 
whicii IVan noiahle foi wild and 
I idiLuhnis alloKaCions of oppio^snni 
of Sikli't III IiidiH To incite Sikha 
abmad, he ad id that ^nin/ivard^ >o 
India wno iH'irifi ra^ed to the 
Kioniid. 

Dr Chauhan letuined to India n. 
Julv 1977. afiet the installation uf 
the Akali-.Tanata Kovernment in 
Punjab, and tried to lehabihtate 
himself in Sikh politics. He said 
ihdt he would work under the lead* 
ership o1 Mi Prakash Sm^h Badal. 
(hen chief mmisrer, but the AkaJi 
leadership had no place for him. 
However, the Punjab Congress, 
then in the wilderness, made con¬ 
tacts with him. Mr Zail Singh, now 
President, met him many a time 
during that period, Therse were the 
days when Sanjay Gandhi and Mr 
Zail Singh were forming the Dal 
KhaUa to fight the Akalis f)r 

Chauhan aUo spent long hours with 
the Shahi Imam of the Jama Masiid 
in Delhi to forge an alliance ^ 
tween Sikhs and Muslims. 

Dr Chauhan met Mrs Candhi 
more than once at (hat time. Soon 
after her letum to power, he met 
her again. He was ambitious and 
what he was looking for was politic* 


ill power Pnulirig that neither the 
Akali«. then out uf ixiwer. nor the 
Congle^^(ll. then in puner. wus 
iiitervMed in hiv oveituic^. he 
lioi%ted in Match t9K0ihe "naiioiial 
Hag" of Kheli»tdn in the piv^iue 
of j handful of hi> '«upp<iiiers at 
Aiiandpur Sahih (Piiniabi. (he 
place where ihe Akall^ had in 197.1 
asked (he central governmeni to 
hand over to Punjab subjects iMhcr 
than those ol defence, foreign 
affairs, communication and cur- 

I eiicv. 

Lven (he extiemiM stand nf Oi 
Chauhan failed to elicit supimct. 
And in Mav 1980 he left Ini the UK 
again. In his absence. Mr Balbir 
Smgh of Taran Taran. Amritsar, 
announced on 16 June 1980. at 
Amritsar the formation ni Khalis* 
tan. a sovereign Sikh state with Dr 
Chauhan as its president. Mr Balbu 
Singh styled himself secretary* 
general of the National Council of 
Khdlistan 

The central government, which 
had been intercepting telephonic 
talks of some persons in the Shir 
omam Gurdwara Prabandhak Com* 
mittee {SGPCi with "certain peo 
pie' in London during the Akali 
agitation, knew much of what was 
being planned by varums groups 
and individtials. much more than 
what w’ds noted on a "paper" pie- 
pared then: “TheSCPC adopt^ a 
resolution i29 March 19611 describ¬ 
ing Sikhs as a separate naiion. The 

r* . * ' 

There is a suspicion in 
official quarters that Dr 
Chauhan is being liberally 
funded by foreign 
agencies. He is known to 
have had contacts with 
Gen. Oanier Graham, 
co-chairman of a private 
organisation calM the 
American Security Council 


Akali Dal CTalwandi group) tn.Us 
World Sikh convention held on 13 
April. 1981. at Anandpur Sahib 
adopted a resolution calling for 
honourable survival of Sikhs with 
dignified status, rebuilding 'Desh 
Punjab* within the Indian Union 
and urging that (he Sikh nation 
should immediately approach the 
UNO fur enrolment as an assuciate 
member." 

Dr Chauhan docs not appear to 
have any ostensible means uf in¬ 
come. ftut he is never short of 
monev. He has been able to sustain 
his iigiutiim for Khalictun and has, 
lit the priK’ess. Iieeii touring a num¬ 
ber of countries in Europe and 
America. He had also visited Pakis¬ 
tan at least twice to espouse the 
cause. He has also been sending 
monev io India through his rela 
lives and close associates returning 
to the country from abroad. Most of 
the funds appear to have reached 
(he coumrv ihuuigh illegal chan* 
nels hum the UK. 

Ihe guvvtnmcnt is also aware 
that >*mal) donatiuns aiv bemg col* 
kected bv Ihe heuivnants 01 Dr 
('liauluiM. A|MM hum this they are 
charging a fee lot issuing so-called 
"lefugvc veitificates’* to ihnse 
M'ekiiig '‘asylum" in Canada. Sume 
collvctiims were also reportedly 
made through the sale of "Khalis- 
tan stamps" which were smuggled 
lino the country from Canada A 
number uf such stamps had re* 
|x>r(cdly been sold during Novem* 
k>er 1980 on the occasion of Guru 
Nanak's birthday celebrations. 

Thrie is suspicjuii in official 
quarters that Dr Chauhan » being 
kikH*iaUv funded by foreign agen¬ 
cies He IS knuwn to have had 
ciiiitacts with Gen. Danier (iraham. 
cn chairman of a piivate oiganisa* 
tiun called the American Security 
Council and formerly chief of the 
defence intelligence agency of the 
US Gen. Graham was reported to 
have arranged a meeting between 
Dr Chauhan and Mr Agha Shahi. 
then Pakistan's foreign minister. Dr 
Chauhan has also been maintaining 
contacts with Senator Mark Hat¬ 
field. Sanaioi* Jesse Helms and 
Sen at nr Sam Nunn. He also claimed 
to have met Alexander Haig, the 
former secretary of state and 
Chailes Peicy of the Senate Fore* 
ign Relations Committee. 

That he has been able to Influ¬ 
ence many Sikhs abroad, however 
little the support he has at home. 1$ 
evident. A US guidivera has with¬ 
drawn an invitation issued to the 
Indian ambassador. Mr K, R. 
Narayanan, in protest against the 
attitude of the Indian government 
toward the Sikh community. Dr 
Chauhan and hjs supporters had 
much to do with this. 

From a shadowy figure he is 
trying to be a sinister figure as well 
for most Indians. 











Motivated? 


T he cove I ^nuv, Hise of iiimmurt»!~ 
f.1 Aprili. \v4% '•upvrit. Ji i» 
indued ireKu that He devote much 
of dur lime (iiid eiiurtiJes on Ihei sen^e- 
leM cumpaigii of hate and violence. 
Hud our efforix been better channel 
ixcd and nur prioritiex clear, Indiu 
would h.ive been belter placed jn the 
onnmunitv of niiriunx. 1 nope ihdi rhe 
hiRh CiiMe Hindu Unaiicx end puJiiicel 
leaders of oui counirv will reelixe the 
futility o) xpreydiUR the coinmunei 
virus. 

H (i, Mjhiilftsr. BtjaiHii 

1 wixhio I hank Si noo for commi»sion* 
mg a team of writers to analyse rhe 
growing incidence of communal vi» 
l«nce in India and to suggest remedies 
in this connection. 

Are we to believe the government 
is not capable of checking communal 
riots? Cannot the government, which is 
trying to ensure global peace by host* 
ing conferences like the NAM. restore 
peace within its own counirv? Kow can 
this government, which condemned the 
genocide in Kampuchee and Lebanoru 
turn a blind eye to the butchery in its 
own country? there is only one answer 
to all these questiuns: Those who are in 
the seal of power, wish to remain there, 
and they can only remain in power by 
organising the murder of the helpless 
minorities t Assam boars testimony to 
this). 

Terfque AfahmooJ. Jamshedpur 

I read the cover story with great in¬ 
terest. Yes. it is true that none other 
than our politicians are responsible for 
communal riots. In this coneexe it 
would be pertinent to mention that 
ours is hardly a secular country, de* 
spite all appearances to the contrary. If 
we were truly secular m our outlook we 
would not have accorded special pri 
vilegei to any particular community, 
be it minority or majority. As long as 


the Muslims and Hindus dre rtot tre> 
aied alike, communal tension will con¬ 
tinue. All Indians!regardless of their 
faith, should be ruled by a common 
civil law, 

Param Hans .Singh, Arrgii fSiharJ 

1 personally feel that communal hatred 
is the result of our eating habits. 
Vegetarians dislike non-vegetarians, 
some non-vegetarians dislike beef¬ 
eaters. most oeef-eaterx dislike p<>rk- 
eetrrs and su on. When will human 
beings learn to coexist happily? 

C. M SwHmy, Madras 

Thecovcrsiorv was revealing Being an 
Indian and a Muslim at ihai, 1 have 
been fotlowing the freouent reports uf 
communal violence with great Interest 
I have cume to the conclusion that the 
mafnrity community always tries to 
rule the minorities on a communal 
basis The elements opposed to their 
designs arc conveniently bumped off: 
the asxaisjnatiiin of Manatma Gandhi 
is case in question. 

The majority viunmunity in nur toun- 
iry claims tu ne the cvciodiao of truth 
and non-violence And being (ho custo* 
dian of non-violence, this commumiv 
cannot tolerate cow slaughter. But 
what happens when human beings arc 
Maughtered in this country? As fur the 
NSS. It is only interested in a Hindu 
rashtra based on the concept of varu- 
narhiama d/tarma. The victims of ihe 
RSS are not the Muslims alone; the 
harijans too have no place in a rashirj 
which is based on varunashrama. 

What, therefore, is the solution^ 1 
firmly believe chat all those who are 
truly secular in ihcir ouiluok should 
take up the cause of secularism in this 
country. Secondly, the governmeni 
should keep a tab on the communal 
organisations that are functioning ai 
(he grassroots* level. Finally, the oMice 
should make every effort to discharge 
their duties with sincerity; they should 
not allow themselves loVe influenced 
by communal prejudices. 

Afehaboob Aft aat^nur, Dharwar (Kar 
nataka) 

My sincere thanks to Svkoay for a 
highly effective analysia of a burning 
issue. Once again, a team of journalists 
proved to be far more aware and alert 
than our political leaders. 

Davi Prasad Shaw, Barakar (West 
Bengal) 

A superb cover story. 

Waqar Ahmed, AoAaraa 

The government should make every 
effort to rescue the innocent people 
from the elutche* of communalisis. 
Pradtp Deb Boy. Jamshedpur 

The focus on eomfliunalisin was both 
timely and informative. However, the 
contents reflected a distinct aati*Hindu 
bias which could warrant a trenendqua 
Hindu backlash. Let Sitmdat not ^ 
branded es cofnnuMl. 

Sidharth Fraacd, LuefeMw 


Thanks to SvmOay for the scribbling.^. 
The cover story was a good t>ine*kiUer. 
Has Sunday been reduced lu a muuih* 
piece of Islam? Are the Hindus the only 
trouble-makers? And the RjPand RSS 
the only outlaws? Isn’t Si'ndav 
ashamed of such vulgar juumalism? 
Subramoni S, Iyer, frivandritm 

Thu various articles that compri'^ed the 
cover sturv grivo mv the inipicssion 
that Hindus arc muinlv responsible for 
communal riots tn India This is not 
true. The statistics on pages 29 and 44 
proved that riots occur in niviis where 
Muslimt haw a sireable popiiUuon. 

While appreciating (.'onynn hHur- 
ma's Making Muslims Hindus. I wish to 
mention ihai iwo other reports 'hi ihe 
same lines would have made in i ere si* 
ing reading. These two could have been 
entitled 'Making llnuius Muslims* and 
’Making Hindus Chnsti.ins,* In ihis 
con Meet ion, 1 can only ropo;ii nhai u 
Si nmay columnixi said Iasi year Why 
worry about conversions m a secuhii 
i'ouniiy? 

V. Ssgji. AVw Di'lht 

If une guvA hv the uid saving that the 
pen IS mighrivr ihoii ihv swoisl. then 
St V UA V has di me in ore h a i m i h .oi t In is c 
ihuusand» ul KSS vuluiiteuis have man¬ 
aged to do so far. The sovet story was 
more pfnvocaiivv than inforcriuiive. 
The role of Sunoas in promoting coin-, 
munalism Is coinmendubk- 
BamanMitd Sharma. Bangatoie 

The cover story was distinctly anti- 
Hindu. It gave the impressHin that 
secularism aamands the destrumon of 
Hinduism by the communi.sts, capital¬ 
ists, Christians and Muslims; that the 
Hindus have no right to defend them* 
selves; that if they defend themselves 
they are rpsc facto being communal; 
that, in fact, the systematic annihila¬ 
tion of Hinduism should be viewed as a 
secular deed. 

India may have become a state for all 
radical pur^ses, but it has yet to 
ecome a nation. And this is because of 
the four categories of anti-Hindu, ex* 
Hindus who continue to play the role of 
the dog in the manger. In the first 
category are the Indian Muslims who 
feel and act as Muslims; in the second 
category are the Indian Christians who 
behave no differently; the third are the 
Indian communists, who. like the Indi¬ 
an capitiliats in the fourth category, 
are obsessed with their own principle^ 
and values.. So where are the Indians? 
The Hindus alone are (he (rue Indians. 
B. S. SanyaJ, Varanasi 

Hew can the Muilicoa hope to live in 

peace when to them the propigatloo of 
any ocher religion implies a dishonour 
to lalajo? As for comnunalism, it is not 
reitncted to India alone. All over the 
world coiDmiinallsm has raised its 
heed. The BJP and R8S are noc rhe only 
trouble-malters; their elimination 
therefore, is no solution whatsoever. 
Cbfnarenien Jharrechar/ee, Calcutta 
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W h)U coniraiulaiinf Khushwtnt 
Singh for nii cover $cory contribu¬ 
tion in llv 3 April issue [How <o fence 
rfie commuMl virus. 1 cannot hel^ 
eKpressing my disappointment with his 
Gnssip sv/tH end tour column. I can* 
not understand how a men of his 
culibro and repuiaiion can spare time 
to write about the petty end unimpor* 
tant h’eroze Veruna (jendhi. 

My sympathies arc certainly with the 
threc^yeerold son of the wiaow, Men* 
eka Gandhi; but J cannot forget the fact 
that the person Khushwani Stngh cHuse 
to discuss at length belongs to a family 
which has ruled us i<tr almost jO long 
years Ihere are so many children m 
this country who arc not as privileged 
as Kerute varuna; many of ihem are 
orphans, hut perhaps some umone 
I hum Hru more gifieo than ihe grand¬ 
son of tho Prime Minister. Why can*t 
they be discusnud al length? 

It is ahundamly clear that the nation 
IS passing ihruuph a critical stage. 
Perhaps Mr Singh could have used his 
column lu wnie about the poor and 
cli^rriminoted sections of our society. It 
IS unforiiinare ihar he has chosen to 
function as a hired Journalist 

y.. K. Fjmuu Nt'W t^lhi 

While culugisinu PVrnse Varuna Gam 
dhi. Mr Smith gut carrted away The 
ihree*year*oid is Manuka's son. $o 
whai^ I would like to ren’,.nd Mr Singh 
that there are thousands of children in 
this country who also deserve atten 


The fourth 


T his has reference to Kam K^ya m 
the south (lookmg Gfa». 20 Febru< 
ary). It was mentioned that three 
*Kama(it)* are now ruling in the south, 1 
wish to draw uttontiun to the fourth 
*Rama’—Pondicherry chief minister D. 
Ramachandran. 

r V S. S. N. Siistry, Madras _ 

_ Spare us _ 

I was shocked to find Phoolan Devi's 
face on the cover of Siimoav (A ^ucen 

t oes 27 February). I don't know 

ow lon^ these 'heroes of our times' 
will continue to feature on the cover of 
a national weekly. 

5. Tufail Hasan, AligMrh 


Mischievous? 

T his has reference to Anita Pratap's 
report, Liquor deaths.' Afurde/ritg 
for money (19 September 19S2) where* 
in it was stated: “Contractors are also 
blacklisted for arrears, as was Isaac 
Peter, the akburi contractor of Emaku* 
lum range. He is alleged to have out¬ 
standing arraars of Rs 95 lakhs. The 
case is Hkely to be written off because 
he has declared himself insolvent.* 
The above report was mischievous 
and false in every detail. I am not 
blacklisted by the government. Nor 
have t declared myself ifuolvtftt. I 
hnve no arrears of Rs 85 lakhs. 

Isaac Pater. Cochin 


Outrageous Gossip 

lion. And there are thousands of other 
fndtens who. given a chance, would 
have outdone ^njay Gandhi. 

H. M Sinha. Imphal 

Juki God.^ revealed Mr Singh's sceptic¬ 
ism. He has not been ftmunale enough 
to know the truth; he has not been able 
CO comprehend those elements which 
do not manifest conclusive evidence. 
Ignorance, indeed. Is the mother of 
impudence. 

Senkae Sen. Cakutu 

Mr Singh cut a very sorry figure with 
his Item on God. He refusM to buy the 
theory that we pay for the sins commit¬ 
ted during our Ufeiime. He also ruled 
out the theory of Semskara. Pray, what 
theory does he hope to buy? It is clear 
that he is willing to discard any theory 
that goes against his values and out¬ 
look. A blind man cannot see any worth 
in any theory. 

Susanka Cupta. Calcutta 

Mr Singh managed to drag God uiio his 
f^siip column;! am really surprised by 
his infinite wisdom and sense of 
humour. One thing, of course, is clear: 
Cod can create, and in fact He has 
create4 all sorts of people^some of 
whom, like Mr Singh, consider them* 
selves very wittv and wise. People like 
Einstein md not air their views on a 
sub^t which they could not compre* 
hend; but Mr Singh spelt out his views 
which, 4)uite honestly, were neither 


Highly communal 


S ved Shahabuddin exposed himself 
as a comreunalist (Mrs Cendhi and 
the Afusiim rote, ZO March). It is clear 
that he IS trying to provoke Ihe other 
communities, the Hindus in particular 
Being an avid reader of Susimy. I hope 
that ariicies like the one by Mr Shaha* 
buddm will not be published in future. 
C Ravinder Reddy. Hyderabad 

Mr Shahabuddin arrived at some very 
hasty conclusions. According to him, 
the Muslims are finding Mrs Gandhi 
unhelpful; as fur the BJP. they do not 
tnisi this party. I would Uke to point 
out that the BJP has fared very well in 
all the byeleciions held since Mrs Gan* 
dhi's return to power. In the Himayat* 
nagar constituency, the BJP routed 
TeluM Desam. Now, the point is: Don't 
Che Muslims have a stcvble population 
in Himayatnagar? 

f personally Teel that the Muslims are 
viewing the BJP as the only viable 
alternative. 

V. Rajagopalan, Bangalore 


la bU iaierriewr with Parlevo Singh 

Cl grew up with a complex that 1 
was ugly* 27 April), Pakistani 
crfdcecef Imran Utea hod sotd, “I'm 
auppoaod to hove acted in a pontt^- 
rtphlc film." This comment was 
Jriiodveneptly pubUab^ e$ "iVr 
airaacy tOM in a poeno$raphlc 
film." The error is regreited*^ 
Editor 


sweet nor sour. 
Debu Patti. Cdlcuita 


The incident which Khiishwant Singh 
mentioned involved three main par* 
lies: the f(»ur-vear*uld bov who was 
knocked duwn hy u speeding bus and 
killed in<tantaneuii\Jy: the driver of 
the truck who cikupcd after killing the 
buy: .ind fmatly, ihe purentx who $uf* 
fered irreparable loss. 

Basing my sreumenis on ihe scrip¬ 
tures f can saMv smv that the vIvtItti 
wail free frnm s>n and he. rhurehy. 
entered heaven lu cniov eicriasung 
peace. Hv did not suffer pain at the 
lime vf the aicideiii because his dvath 
was insiamaneouN. 'Ihe driver of the 
I ruck lannoi escape punishment He 
disappeared from the siene afier ihu 
accideni, but ihat docs not implv ihal 
he got a wav scorfree. <iod was a witriess 
to iha mine and Ik will punish the 
driver in gn/td lime. As for the be¬ 
reaved parents fiurhaps the folk*wing 
story will prove niy pomi; 

A widuw had u lovely daughter whu, 
at the age of three, fell verv ill. The 
doctors gave op oil hope The widow 

f raved to ('cmI for hei duiighler's life. 

he child Mirvivvd. But al 17. she 
VO Rim It led suicidt* The pain which het 
widowed mother suffeied then was (or 
greater than w)iai w<^uld have 
undcrconu if ihc girl had die<f ai the 
age <11 three. 

Af J. Edwards, Bangahoe 


Distortion 


I saw the English version uf Attenbor* 
Hugh’s Gandhi Undoubtedly it is a 
spectacular movie, and though a bJl 
lengthy, people keep llicir mteresl 
alive till the end. Bin. i» hrghlighi a 
characier. the historical facib snuuld 
never be distorted. 

Pakistan got its independence on 14 
August, and India a day later. Hence, 
these incidents should have been in 
this chronology. Bui m (he film. India 
preceeds Pakisien m her independ* 
ence. It is a historical disturtion. Even 
at this stage if the mistake coul<l be 
rectified, viewers would be grateful to 
the producers uf this film. 

LTsha Devi, XhairagarA 

Turn over, please 

Q uestion: What is the special quality 
of the Quia column In StvpAV? 

*siqi difTf—uAiop apisdn 
auteeBetu aqi uins o) aaeq noa 'jOMsue 
ue aos 01 lueiH noX auttiXjdAe asui^ 
Buiieiuji XiaiDOJixa si ii 'lou jo om) 
-eanpa *iau jo aApFuuoju| :iaMSuy 
A. R. RMia/iarayanan, Rovrkela 


Last letter 

B y virtue of its successive exposes 
in the recent past, Sunday has 
emerged asthe'only net Iona 1 a I le rne- 
tive to Mrs Gandhi. 

Sepan Chaurasie, JWesra ^Bihar) 
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COVER STORY 




‘I am unlike a 
military dictator. 
I am not a 
vindictive nian.’ 


Gen. H. M. ERSHAD of Bangladesh talks to M. J. AKBAR 


Tftv /U'Uafpfer hs* bearni^ » vit^i tvvapon in tha most 
.s«‘J7l'u^ HiJr /hat ;i mter has io fighi-~-a(f»in*t time If yon 
\war a tiuit unh ihv right ammunition m BongUtivsh yon 
Kon walk ovtr Jiiy Jay tor any nightf and take ovor 
fwiifi*.' hjufiing on is another /naffer ahogethor h'tperi- 
once shows that any gontittinan taking ovar a govern¬ 
ment offer,! short ride on a tank spends hi< first spoil in 
office disfiibuting iniwei to those who helped him sit on 
the chair to that everyone imficriani gets his or her 
share of the caJre while the iieopie are told to be ifuiet 
and ihten to what is good for them. It is the stcond stage 
which gets more difficult, because now the ruler, driven 
bv ii combination of guilt and necessity, begins to seek 
the legitimacy of popular approval. In some regimes the 
Marc A for such iegitimacy takes a while, in other 
militarv gnvernments it begins earlier, dependj/fie on 
circum'>tanre. LiVurenanr General Hussain Mohammad 
£rshoJ. who asked Justice Sattar, then elected Presi¬ 
dent of BangJade.sh. to take premature retirement from 
(he travails of running the country one night a little 
more than a year ago (on the night oflJ^-JafAfarch 1$$^. 
to be precise) has em6aric«d upon r^e second sfa^. 
Heving consohdeted hts con fro/ over the machinery of 
power, he has begun his effort to create some popufar 
support for his leadershw. The helicopter comes in very 
handy m this eaercjse. /r helps you to show your face 
more ofren. more frequently, to more people in more 
parts of the country than anyone else. That, itself, is 


often the difference between victory and defeat. 

Tangail district, abotit 100 miles to the northwest of 
Ohaka. has two good reasons to be proud of itself. One is 
of course the famous and eminently saleable Tangail 
sari. The second is the equally famous, but possibly less 
popular. Maulana Bhasham. the Mauiana was a unigue 
figute in Bangladesh, propounding a socraixsf economy, 
living a Gandhian life, and iinderlaving everything with 
a complete commitment to the values and practice of 
Islam. He possessed nothing but a Korun, a walking 
stick, a few sjmpie handspun ciorhes and a hut, and 
these were enough to see nim through to his death He 
also possessed, of course, a commanding voice which was 
heard with respect throughout the land even if the 
political party formed by the Maulana never made much 
headway in the number of votes it polled, flut the 
Maulana was an effective counterpoint to Sheikh Mujib, 
being anti Indian against the Sheikh's pro-Delhi lean¬ 
ings. Eventually, of course, it was the Maulana and his 
pro-Bei/in^dectron of the ruling clats that won the day. 
But despite this victory, and the fact that the Maulana 
left behind nothing for his family when he died, no one 
in Dhaka remembered the widow of the man they all 
praised. On Thursday. 7 April, however, General Ershad 
flew to the viiiaM caiW San tosh where the Maulana 
lived in Tangail district to formally hand over the 
modest house that the army had constructed on the site 
of the Maulana's hut to his ageing widow. The general 


Gen Hui^din Mohamm^ F.rshed wiih Aji wife Begum Roughen, in search of a new identity 






























rtry kindiy iavit^ ro ^ccompMay him on this 
hoJicopter journey- 

The earth always looks beautiftU from the eye of the 
bird, but Bangladesh has something speeiul ttt itffer. its 
rivers flow lazily across the land, curving in drcuhous 
arches, in no horry to get to the end of their journey. 
Boats with their sails up. wind their way down the rivers, 
one after tha other, like Phi>enicun convoys from the 
iilustrations of schotd history books. The land is a 
hundred shades of green, enough tv satiate the greediest 
artist's palate. The clusters of rich trees, rounded and 
leafy and surety pregnane with the promise ot fruit, dot 
the earth. The land is patterned by human claims, 
streaks dividing brother iivm brother, small parcels ol 
field, man's little acfe.s representing fterhaps ali that j> 
both right and wrong with life. Then the helieoptvt 
lowers, and soon you can see the upturned fa<'es of the 
villagers, staring from the courtyards of their huts, the 
mud tracks of their villages at the helicopter. .1 technnlo> 
gtcal marvel of a century they still have w/ quite 
entered. 

A reception committee led by the ever smiling Matnr 
General Abdur Rahman, martial law administrator ot 
Zone One 1 the Ohaka area, and therefore one of the most 

E jwerftil army commanders ti^dayi uwaits Chiri hfaittaf 
9w Administrator General krshad. (Incidentally. 
General Hr shad is ni>i fliv President of Bangladesh. 1 A 
conviiy of 16 vehicles races behind ilie Getter aT> 
Japanese limousine to the village w/rc*rf the General 
formally enters the house with a prayer and Mr.s Rr^had 
hands over the keys to the ageing widow of the M.iuLiiia 
'who was in hur<jdJ. « 

But of course there was mote to this journey than 
stmph generosity to the deported leadci . Uete was one 
more op^rtnnity fur General t'rshad to I'l.vri .r (*4>n.srj« 
tttency that he is cuitently colrivaring. the vouiig. A/r 
organisation called the Nut an Bangle Chart a !>amaj has 
already taken shai>e. It is not affihatvd to anv eAMing 
political party; that of course is because tt k dt facto if 
not de jure affiliated to General Ersliad. Thu has been 
conceived as the launching pad for the eventual iake <fff 
ol an organisat ion which, as the BNP did lor General Zia. 
become rAe vehicle for the '‘democratic" confirmation ot 
Mr Ershad’s rule. The general of course domes such 
motivdttiins, but hh denials are not convincing. *'Nuian 
Bangla" (a new Bengali is his .slogan, and he obviously 
.sees himself at (he head of the march towaids the New 
Bengal. The £r$ii«d youths were there in force, building 
up (he needed atmosphere H^rh appropriate slogans like 
*‘Ershad lumi egiye ch«Jo. amru tomar pkhone achi 
(Ershad, you go ahead, we are behind you)." At the daiy 
from where Ershad spoke 71 iv«is in fact the at my officers 
who were seated behind the general and the students 
who were in front of him, but perhaps this wav what the 
Chief Martial Law Administrator of Bangladesh was 
trying to reverse. 

The crumbs being thrown at the political parties^ 
they are to be allowed something describc'd as “indoor 
politics;'' one wonders if that is an t/nnecessarv pcrmis* 
shn in Bangladesh since whoever stopped doing “indoor 
politics" in that country? But General Ershaa is in no 
mood to hand over power soon, rftere is no chance of his 
own capabilities being tested by the litmus of popular 
opinion till t$$S at the tm earliest. Bangladesh can 
look forward to some years of “friendly" military rule: in 
other words, it will be friendly as long as you let them 
rule. There will be the semmance of stability in the 
country, but stabUity should not necessarily be consi¬ 
dered a synonym of succeu. People forget that the army, 
which has new ruled Bangladesh for far longer than the 
civilians, has failed as badly as the civilians in either 
providing development or stability. Even the one great 
hope of the army. General Zia, had to die a meanjng/ess 
dearA General Ershad feels that only g massive reo- 
rientetion of the administrerive system combined wiiA 
en assured piece for the army in any government can 
bring some peace and a bit of prosperity ro a nation bi^ 
in war and reared to poverty. He wifi spend the 
foreseeable future trying to prove he is right. 


^^^^Polttics is often determined by the past, 
m WCovId you give your views on the two aomi- 
■ mnattt figures of independenr Bangladesh, 
^^^^.S'AeikA Mu jib and Genera/ Zta? How would 
yon assess them and tbeir A;srorjc role? 

A: Would ic Ke fulr on ray part to criticise them? 
Q: I would expect a rational a.<isessment of history; 
nofAf'n^ personal in That. 

A: All ijie past leaders have made rheii contribu* 
tions to ihi!> c«mmry, arid Sheikh Mujib naturally was 
ill the forefront of rhe fiKbt for an independent 
Banftladesh From ihui p<nnt iif view, his contribution 
is very much there. And after that General ?.ia evolved 
a system in which the development uf the country was 
i;iven foremost place. Ke worked very hard ;ind I must 
say that in the five yvars he was in power the country 
made considerable progress. 

Q: To go bask to what the rivo leaders represented; 
Sheikh Mujih ruled by a popolai nuindate, General Zia 
because or the armv H'Av di^ vou ih/nk Shvikh Mnfib 
failed.^ 

A. I am 100 small a person to criticise him. but what 
I can evaluate now^you know. Sheikh Mujib ruled 
just after the liberal ion war. the economy was in a very 
shattered condiiiun; most nf the K"^t^tnment execu* 
lives had Ml rhe country because ihey were Pakista* 
nis; there was no mdusiiial ur admiiiistraiivv infras* 
iruciure; and then the political leaders who ruled the 
country at ihat tunc dtd nm have that much experi* 
ence All thu had lU effect on the lorjl ailminisiraium 
of this counirv. Natural Iv they could not cope up with 
the needs of the lime. 

Q The que>iutii one rv really Ivatfing up lu isi can 
flemociacy sorvirv in Baiigl.nfc’>h? 

A' We as a riaiiioi are very democratically minded, 
if anywhere democracy can survive. Bangladesh is a 
counirv where it will ^urvive. But uvcit nation IheAi* 
rarest has ns own wjv ol implementing dcmt^cracy. It 
may m>t be the Westnunviei type, it may not be ihe 
American fype.it may rioi be yoortype: but democracy 
as such, meaning people's rule, will surely survive in 
Bangladesh We are all very dcmoiTQiicaUy minded. It 
is ju»i that we belong 10 the army, that's all. 

S I; So vou have an army type democracy in Bang- 
esh^ 

A: The army peuole art* very democratically 
minded We protected democracy. \Ve were the first 
people to take up arms when democracy was being 
trampled (before Jibcrationj. 

V; And does that entitle the Bangladesh army tc 
hate a specjai role in the coveinance of the countly? 

At Our history should aHow the Bangladesh army a 
special place in our country because of ils peculiar role 
which I mentioned to you. This is the army which took 
up arm» to proieci the democratic rights of the people. 
Sheikh Muilb won the elections but he was not allowed 
lu form the governmeni and take up the prime 
ministership of Pakistan We look up arms Therefore 
It cannot be bracketed with any other army in the 
world. It has a special role to play. 



If anywhere demo¬ 
cracy can survive 
Bangladesh is a 
country where it will 
survive... We are all 
very democratically 
minded. It is just 
that we belong to 
the army, that's all. 
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V Vair wvuliin't/to the eMtem'of caUin/i it 4 
levofutiomtry army? 

A; Ni»( exiiiUy a r«vulutianary »rmy. but un army 
whkh mat L’bus (he a spiral iuns uf the people. 

Q: Bui rhere ate e/emeor.v wiihht tfw Batifilude^h 
ui my now who were in Pakistan dutin/t the 1071 u’ur* 
liitw do they fit in with ytnir concept <>/ what the 
BanyUnieHh army ii? 

A: We were h>J at lhat tjme Pakistanis s<» how d<H:N 
that mutter? 

Q. Wed. it llw urniv t-i tioiiifi tv claim irs spet/.ii 
IMtsition hvi'.ntseof its role in 1971. how dvyiHincrvont 
foi the fact that .r nnmber of officers in the at rot* rcw/at* 
were on the side ot Paki.slaii in lhat war? 

Ar What happened during the Jast kiv***! war? (hi 
you think that the Hr Irish >*i>ldii'r> who ^ot impiisoned 
in (^eim.iiiy were nor pail of the wai*^ It was a sinului 
case hole. We happened to he (here, vime ot us. and 
we were pnsoiiers. That docs nor meuti thai iheii 
UApirations were not tor u free Ranpladesh. This thin^ 
voo haee ^ot wruuK >ii v<’ur counrev. You shouiU sr.iit 
the histoiy <ii BaiiKiadesli prior to (lie liberal Ion wai. 
t hy consideiinp) how (he arrny was feeliiitt at lhat time 
auuirwi Pakistuni lepiessum and economic cxploua- 
iiouol our country* borne soldiei s {caiiKhi iii Pakisiani 
did esiafiv. hut ii was noi easy for .tO.UUO people lo 
escape. In his heart cvciy Baut&ladeshi was iiivoleed in 
tile lilieiJliori wai. 

O. Hut this miestion does keep arisinu- 

A. These are wroiix <|uestions. deliberately |Hii up 
to Cleuiv a division within the nation. Ii is not ri^Ht and 
we have pi<ived that it is not l itiht. Mvety fkin^sladeshi. 
wherever he may l>e. loiiithi foi |il>eration. Someone 
could not lake up arms, sometme hud rlie o|)|»oitunity 
to do so. 


, After comiiift to power thioiiph a coup. General 
^^•/la eventiieily .set up a deniotrarn \v^r«*m 
t Wiiu>^h eiecrioos. Tneii came the ti,iped\' of Ars death. 
hut the system he h%ni cleared sun7i*(*d. Justice S^titar 
soi.n'edeii. There were efeerrorrs. jo iviiiV/r the BSP 
ivrntiiily moi. But he had to he remveed hv rh<* aimc* 
too Why do yon consider Justice Sattur to h.rce hveu a 
hri hue.’ 

A: 1 have to pu hack to history. In the latci pan of 
<>enet a1 Zia’s repime there was some sort of a mui mui 
poiiip on in the country that his party people were 
rvs«»rtinp to corruprion. And CeiieraJ Zia was aware of 
it. and lie was alKJUt to launch a purpe liy which he 
would clean the party, shedding the corrupt people. 
But hcfoie he could do that he was killed. 

Q: Do you rhrnk this expecred por^e wet the lause 
of itcneral Zia's essessination? 

A: It IS very difficult lo say; veiv. very difficult to 
vay But later on, Justice Satiar failed to carry on and 
Ins party continu^ to indulge in all that which was 
rescnieJ by the people and lost his popularity veiy 
(]uickly. Moreover, he was an old man, and he was not 
ill a position to conaol the hoodlums in his party. He 
became very unpopular. Martial law; 1 tell you. every* 


We have not 
yet been able to 
come to any conclu¬ 
sion about the shar¬ 
ing of (the Canges) 
waters. Until a final 
solution is found 
the irritation will 
remain. 
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In martial law it is 
easier to get some 
policy im¬ 
plemented. All 
these rules and reg¬ 
ulations can be 
bypassed: it is for 
the good of the peo¬ 
ple. Brings quick re- 
J suits: why not? 


iMidc vc.Mircnl a ch.iiipc <t> cvvi clKidv toll ihi« .idinuits* 
It .It HIM was nut pump to dviiviu ihc piKJcK He* iJiiKtice 
S.Klai 1 wa^ not m a poNitiiin (o ptiruv his p.irtv. 

.So t'oiJ ivjurfd s’jy that c<ju UJoi4<<i /ri ofiilci the 
|Hs»pf«''s* pu*'vur«*.’ 

A; I hcsil.iivd fui uuiie a long pent id but 1 have .lUti 
some' dutv til I hr nation Wc vccic I lit onl\ disciplined 
foicc* which coiiM do someth nip to stop this (rot). (Our 
coup) w.is I he* imlv hi iM id less it.iiisiei of power in this 
cotiiiiiv. So far II hud .dways l>eeii bloody, The |>eoplo'x 
su PI Mitt was verv much there. Arul ol course we ined lo 
keep up with the pcmplv's hopes and .ispii.Hums and 
t<H>k some mvasuics 

ij Theie has l^een an allepatiiui that the tiial of the 
atU’iieif niiiidei'ers of Piesideiir '/.la u'.is oie/ run 
c/ui«j»'/t' and tr should has e been cuuducreJ /xi puhhc. 

You areiioi an uiniy m.ui. We tiicnt (h<isv persons 
for OMitiuy Miitinv is an ai mv ciuiie and is .ilwuys tried 
hv the arinv trilninal, the army courts, and is normidlv 
held Ml canii'i'j Ix'CJiisc wo do not want ihc people la 
know .ilM»ut The mu tiny in c.tse it has an adverse eftc*ct 
on the people's inotale. There is uothiiig new wc h.ive 
done. AH ovei (he woild. even in yuui couiiny. mutiny 
IS an army matter W« died them fur nuifinv: we didiTt 
try them (ot the killing of OencT.d /l<i. 

y- Bur ohvruiisfy rheve neic* poiitu af nuphcHtions ui 
the .i>s,i>cru.irio/r. 

A. WliY should the If lie |>olitii;il implications? They 
cv ei e j t Illy x »ld li* i s .i rid. pla i n a nd si m pi c. t h uy com m ii • 
led A unit 111 v; they went to the TV station, they 
captured it; it is .i ckMi case of mutiny and they were 
nic^ lot It. The killing of (leiieul Zia was a civil 
offence, Miiideu lajre etc .are civd otfences. we don't 
iiv them But inuttny... 

Bur unu/d luu urn- form ol tnkeovei hy the hi my. 
lepl.itinp .III c'.ctcrrug ^oeerumeux. be u form ot 
mutiny^ 

A: So. It nhe govertiment fulluwmg a coup) is a legal 
form of govcmniem. You must know (his Tliere arc 
only two forms of governmenr in the world. Govern* 
mem is either by ballot or by bullet. This (Ersbad's 
goveriimeiin is the first <ieal) coup because the whole 
armed forces took part in the coup or military takenv* 
er This is a legal takeover. That's the law. All over the 
world military governments are working. They are 
legal. 

(J: ITAy do nni think ,voi( will succeed where orAers 
have f*ii/ed.’ 

A: I have not said we have succeeded. We are trying 
to succeed. In a country like Bangladesh with so many 
pi’oblems we have to work very nard. relentlessly, to 
give something to the people. And I feel we have the 
capabiliiy to do something. 

O. You mean the army has the capability? 

A: The people also* li is* the civilians who are mainly 
working. We are giving the ideas, the policies and 
trying to get (he policies implemenicd. In martial law 
It is easier to get some policies implemented. All these 


rules iind i'«Ablations can be Uypassed: it is for (he 
good of the people. Brings i^uiclc results: Why not? 
That is why prohnbly we could implement a few 
thiRAv^ali these thirigs in one year's nme—in adminis* 
iruiion. mdoMridI pultcy. In iudustrial policy we have 
taken a very mn|i>i* step; in twelve years nobody could 
dare to do it. We have already achieved eight percent 
growth rale jn six months* time. We have almost 
reached our cxpoii target tor the year; in a month or so 
we will svtiposs It In martial law it is easier to 
im|ilomeuc pohcics 

Thtsi' 4oil oprioii 4'.ls(^s voo /rare firoi^chf dgainsi 
some U.Vi* learfcrs' you h.rii' Ik'eJi ftaus^ of hewg 
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A: One thing nolxnlv will tell in this country is that 
(leneidl I i shad is a vindictive man I am very liberal. I 
•im unlike a cnilitarv ilKialoi. 1 am not a viiidiitive 
man 

O I iv.is not ot i*i‘t Noiiaf viiidictri eiiess. but at 

iMJiih.ii 

A: These (the ac(iiscil) are the people who were 
re.spnnsihle fni Oenvial /ta's had name. These ore the 
people who were ies|>onsil>le toi the change iif govern- 
meni in this countiv (lo iinywhcie and find out the 
puldu opirtion ahoui them I doiTr think yon well find 
svjupaihv tor rhe peoph who aie iHnng tried Why 
slinnUI I be vnuhctisc agaiosl them? Whieian come in 
my wjv? No <»ne Hni we have tii ti> t1i«*m becauM* the 
peopleaie asking tni iheii tiial There are manvother 
people whom we should have lited. but often voudonT 
tinjaiu evhleitie NVi' ilon'i have kaiigaiivi courts. You 
call (heck out dMcniin iiis, [t k a thoiough procedure- 
The lUses aie icvjewial hy six fudges in mv head4|uar- 
ters I don't think I can s'oit of vonnme a indge. vou 
know, hi l>end lits ioJgin«*ni That's not possible. 

, AiiiUlivi piohA'ui itun Warig/ai/esh is wij fo 
fr.ne Meed is lorei/e/'eocc /n /oreigii pouiv) itir 
(hoik /o/efgo /Winers still ;>/av a tolv in the 
char/goig ot gove^r/imenrs’ 

A' I A.iogdis) 1 nid I am iliang4*d bv a loreign |>ower I 
lan'l s.kV anvihiiig i/moe /.rog/in i > Kiii vou know in a 
enuntiv like nuis, w’lncb is |>ooi, and deiieiids largelv 
on toieign aid there is del mil vK an influence tux your 
pobcivs That \<iu imdeisiaiid 'Mtw have inlluence on 
voni* goiernmeiit. The IMI'. 

{) thw ifo win tusk tv thvm'* 

A Vou are sikIi a big cnuntiv with an industrial 
base: even rfieii vou aie vnJneiablc. riivie is mterfei- 
eiKe At limes certain things aie imposed on you: al 
times It IS vei V degiadiog. Bur y«Mi have to lake it. We 
ne«*d the monev. I don't think we can always consider it 
pidiricj) inlluenie. inic sometimes that cannot be 
denied also 

Q- Wluil loA- <lv iv/ri think Intha ffl.ns mm' tn 
Hunuknlvsh ’ 

:\: \\v are goodti lemls and allei I trxik nv(*rl tried to 
improve relaiions with India. I tried to lemovc certain 
misnndersiundmgs chat Ixitli the countries ha4'e. And 1 
thtiik there was a positive response from your side. 
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Inacountiy like 
ours, which is poor, 
and depends largely 
on foreign aid there 
is definitely an influ¬ 
ence (of the donors) 
on your policies... 
They have influence 
on yourgovern- 
ment. The IMF. 


X ; What wvre the mi^undtrstiindings that you have 
>e<t etearf 

A' Vuu know, water is the mamprublein. It i» ■ very 
difficult issue for us; as a matter ui fact we call it a life 
and death issue. We have S7 rivers coming from your 
letniorv to our territory and almost all the river 
wateiv have been withdrawn for your purpose and we 
are suffering. The Canges being the mam river, it is 
Imih a commercial lifeline and serves irrigation pur 
We have not vet been able to come to any 
conclusion alxiut the sharing of waters. Until a final 
sidutmn Is found the irritation will remain. 

Q Thvre are certam elementu w Bangladeih which 
keen jct osing indie of trying to toppfe governments tn 
ftiukn. 

A: I cannot substantiare any such accnsaTlon; it is 
very difticult to say and unnecessarily why should I 
accuse any country. Ail countries try to influence 
others, hut that does not mean they are trying to topple 
a govr'rnmerti. 

0 f<et'c*nr/v there was flap oi*er a map pnhjished in 
fijfrg/ji/e\h nhiVA showed kashimr ax disputed rerri* 
toiy Mild Sikkim outside tndia. 

A The only thing they made a mistake about was 
that Sikkim was shown as an independent slate. 1 have 
ulre^dv taken the surveyor general to task; they made 
a mistake 

U'hcft IS your stand on Kashmir? 

Kosiimrr ihughst I think is still a disputed 
territory; no solution has been found. If a peaceful 
solution IS there we will be very happy. We are now 
advocating regional cooperation and if all these smal* 
ler imiaiions are removed we will be very happy. 

Q: There ira< a xrafement made by you after the 
nimahgneitsummit in which you said that you had met 
the Afghan government leaders and eU mis under* 
standings between Bangladesh and Afghanistan had 
been removed. 




There are only two 
forms of govern¬ 
ment in the world. 

Government is 
either by ballot or 
by bullet...All 

over the world milit¬ 
ary governments are 
working. 



A: This IS a complete misinterpretation of what 1 
, said. The i|u«$iion is of trade; we have nut cut off all 
relations with them. Not even Pakistan has done so, 
and they are fii;hiing with them. I met the Premier of 
Af/thanistan and I came to know that they are purchas¬ 
ing our jute and tea via Pakistan 1 said, why not buy 
from us directly. We have got a mission and I will lefl 
my mission to contact your government. Of course we 
still mainiain our national stand about the occupation 
troups in Afghanistan, and at the nonlalignedlsumTnIt 
we brought it out. But in trmde and commerce ...In any 
case we do not have any animosity towards their 
country; this is a national stand on the Question of 
foreign troops. 

» Sow (0 your future plans. Are you thinking of 
• starting a potitual paity^ 

A; (Laughs) I have not thought of It yet. 

Q: How do you hope to inatnutionalise your govern¬ 
ment and the role of the armed forces in power.^ 
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A. We have allowed pelitual parties (o have indoor 
meetings. I am going to meet them (pulhical leaders) 
one by one. lallt in them, ^ind uut what U on their 
minds. Ami I am sure that we can cume lo a consensus. 
In due course ulJ these constitutional problems can he 
solved. 

Q: Whitt wou/d be>'Our tirKt pnofity: deveiupmenr of 
the country or ro recreate /he poUiicai orucess.^ 

A’ The two must 1 >e placed side by siue^poliiical 
irocess and development Development i.s very vital 
or the coiintrv There must he development. At the 
name time the political pri^evs should also start. 

Q Do you see the .irorv eve/r A?rv<o^* up its position in 
t!<trernmeiii.‘‘ 

A /m. when he t(Mik over, too was in the army 
But then he gave up (he army and w« had nothing to do 
with I he govtn nmeht. A similar thing can happen 

Hgjin 

Q: Are vou /hen vovrng rhar jusf js <ien Zia ereoted 
hts RND vou are ttyiii/t. or wonid hke to creere, youf 
own I foil tic ill party? 

A: I said very clearlv ihui I am not into politics now 
Mv iHilii'v and (>eii. Zia’s ixduy are dUfereni He did 
politics in uniform He nos chief of staff and at fhe 
same time the head of his party and the President of 
the counirv. I have no such desire. 

4). ^fJnv ohsej'vers havt* seen the crearm^f of the 
Vjriui Biiiiiihi Chatfj Santa 1 as an effort made—hy 
whiit nttuhi he c<t/fed voiir ( (UKtiruency—ro hu/td 0 
have for a puhViciif parry. 

A: My constituency, if l havea political party, will bo 
rhe village I have bi*en there extensively and I think I 
know them tihe villagers) now Bui if c^ierc are some 
students and if they want to join, if they want a forum 
and want to serve Gen. Vlrshad’s programme. I cannot 
say don't do it. If some youths jum hands and say that 
Gen, Urshiid is doing a grnid thing and they want to 
support me. (hat does nor necessarily become my 
forum That is why 11 (Natun Bangla Chaira Samaj) is 
nor my forum Vnu can't always expeii everybody to 
oppose the government, there must be some people 
who support It 

4 ). But the teahty of iife is thet people who have 
vested interests in being nice ro those in power would 
go out of their way to create and organise such 
fnricrron.s fn nny caw. would these be the launching 
pad for a txthtical organisarion.^ 

A: Well. I have not thought of (forming) a political 
party as yet Rut if the energy of the youth can be 
diverted to development work in the villages and 
thamis, It will be good for the country. And you know, 
w« don't want people to get mixed up with politics. At 
least, that is what I feel per^mally. If we can keep the 
students away from poliiics and get them to do 
development work, it will be a real contribution to the 
nation. The reason why they have associated this 
organisation wkh my name is because of its name: 


! My policy and Gen. 

Zia’s (Ziaur 
Rahman's) policy are 
different. He did 
politics in uniform. 
He was chief of staff 
and at the same time 
the head of his party 
and the President of 
the country. 




i We said we would 
establish Islamic 
idealism in our 
• country. We didn't 
actually mean an 
Islamic state. 
Bangladesh will 
remain as it is. 


Nuian Bengla. Nuran Bangla was my slogan, 10 create a 
new Bengal But (hey also associated themselves with 
the new ^ngal idea. So Icdoes not mean that they are 
asMKiating ihemselves with me personally. Anyone 
can support my ideas and policies. You can say that 
these Mlicies of mine are good and these are bad, that 
due>n^( mean that you belong to my party. 

Q: ft is nice to sey that you won’t do polities in 
unitorm. hut when you govern and you are in poweri 
vou are. in fact, in pv/ifics 

A; f am. Of course, I am. But doing politics in a 
political party is different from running a government 
and the politics involved in running a government. 

Whiit do you hope to do in the next 12 months? 
V* What are your rargefs,* 

A: The target is to complete some of the projects, 
implement land reforms and implement fully the 
induMrial policy as well as whatever policies we have 
undertaken. 

Q: Would you also keep among ^ur targets rbe 
restomtion of e free end open atmosphere, in tne sense 
of a press wAfcA ts nor censored... 

A: We hardly censor the press. 

Q: But you stilt retain the authority ro do ao. 

A: When we allow political activities to re* 
suffle...Evcn then, nowadays we don'been sor the press. 
They can write anything and everything. But there is 
some yellow journalism, some weekly papers write all 
sorts of nonsense and 1 request them again and again 
not to do it That day there was this news item which 
said that Gen. Ershad is becoming the president or 
being chosen the prime minister and all sorts of 
misleading news, ff I wanted to be the president. 1 
would have become the president on 13 May. I didn't 
want to. This is what you call yellow journalism. There 
must be some norms, some ethics. I will give you an 
example^in a paper there was this headline: **Firing 
in the cantonment.” The paper sold like hot cakes. But 
in fact this incident had taken place somewhere in 
Iran. This is atrocious, this is not correct. 1 do not like 
it. I completed building the Press Club for the journal* 
ists, 1 gjve full respect to them. 1 cake along a lot of 
journalists with me when I go out so that they can mia 
with people and exchange some views. But they must 
not do something which damages the nation. 

Q: But don't you think that a coneroiM press, which 
is what you have in Bangladesh, eouaiiy damages the 
nation because it prevents theavth from coming out? 

A: T am allowing all the journalists in the world 10 

come and see what is happening here. 

0.7 was talking about your own journaUata. 

A: Foreign journalists coming here and seeing what 
U happening and your own journalists writing about it 
is more or less the same thing. Today, there are about 
four or five joumalins from your reuntrv who are here 
and you are going where you want to. I have nor put 
any check <on your activities). Let JoumaUsis from 
outside come apd see counti^, what we are doinig 
here and project it outside. That it why ] expose my 


That if why ] expose my 
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country All joumolists ore welcome anytime. 

Q; Why don't you reUjt the armosp/tere further by 
Of ting the curfew? There is curfew from one em to four 
am. 

A: I can lift the curfew even tomorrow. It has been 
there for the last six years. Curfew is not there because 
of martial law; it is there to control crime, it is not for 
any other reason. 

Curfew has never stopped s coop... 

A: (Laughs) Curfew I can life tomorrow. 1 have never 
thought of it. 

Q: Perhaps ytu should, ft woufd be a psychoSogtcai 
change from the past. 

A: Okay. I'll thmk over ii. 

Q: One or two asides you met Jaspal Singh (the 
controversial police commissioner of Baroda) when 
you were in Mhi. 

A: Yes, that's right. 

Q: The story going around is that you met a tantrik 
also when you were there. 

A; He t Jaspal Singh) said that one of his friends was 
Interesteo in meeting him and so he cama over. 
Whether ur not he happens to be a ranrnc I do not 
know. He said that he could tell me what is going to 
happen to my country. He wanted t<i come to my 
country to sec for himself. I tuld him that he was 
welcome; anvone is welcome to my country. 

(J: Wl)iit did he say about vour country? 

A He did not say anything aMut the future. He said 
he would like to come tu Bangladesh to see for himself 
and then he could let me know what is going to happen 
to my country. 


To get back to a more serious subject, where 
would you place Bangladesh in the Islamic world 
todays You said m January that Bangladesh should 
move towards becoming an Islamic repubiic. 

A: Not in that sense. We said we would establish 
Islamic idealism in our country. We didn’t actually 
mean an Islamic state. Bangladesh will remain as it is. 
We said we must reflect Islamic values in our day'te- 
day life which probably we are not doing at the present 
moment and we should move closer to the Islamic 
world We have already moved very close to the 
Islamic world. 

Q: How would you define the Islamic ideals that you 
would like to make s part of your eouatry? For 
example, would ^u go to the exreor of Gen. Zia by 
imposing it in the criminal procedures.’ 

A: No. not in our country we are a different nation. 
We are very deeply religious, of course. But we are not 
fanatics, far from it We want to truly reflect Islamic 
ideals in our day-to-day life. We always believe that by 
doing that we may be able to improve our social 
conditions which have deteriorated. 

Q: For example the principle of eaualiiy in Islam? 

A: ^f course equality is there, but also tolerance and 


1 


We (the army) don't r; j [ 
want to rule this 
country. We want to 
be with the people, 
with the 

administration so 
that these kinds of 
adventures (coups 
and counter-coups) 
do not take place 







Now I have allowed 
these private political 
f meetings. But I do 

not know who to call 
to talk to, because 
every party is divided 
into three or four 


respect fnr other religions. These ure hII Islamic ideals. 
And we are really, truly following it here But we want 
to introduce it seriously in schools and colleges so that 
Islamic ideals are developed in them (students). 

What would you say sparked off violence in Dhaka 
university on 24 February? Was it nor over your 
education policy? Whv did the studetit\ react so 
viulently? 

A: Jt was not over the education policy as such. They 
(the students) have not read the education policy at 
all. In this country the political parties agitate a|;ainsi 
any government and ihe instrument for agitation is 
eitMt the people or the students. In nor cuuntrv the 
students are very volatile, chev have many problems; 
unemployment, the {economic) conditions are very 
bad. w they (the political parties) easily find the 
student community joining hands with them. And, of 
course, money does play a great role. In this particular 
case (14 February) tney could not find the people with 
them and the call political parties for a liartui was a 
miserable failure. ^ some of the political parties led e 
few Students to do all these things (agitate) Dhaka 
university has 18,000 students and that day only three 
or four thousand students joined them. All the good 
students kept awav from the university. And you can 
always collect a few thousand students by money or 
slogans. We tried to tackle the situation: we tried to 
convince these people not to take the path of violence. 
We were assur^ (by them) that they would not do it 
(indulge in violent activities), that tbev would just 
place some demands. 1 said okay, we don't want to 
interfere if you want to do just that. As a martial law 
administrator I should not have allowed it, I should not 
have allowed them tp come out of the university. But as 
I have a very soft corner fur the students I said okay; 1 
will ^low only this much and not beyond. But there 
were some other elements who took over the situation 
and the situation went out of control. 

Q: But the theory trial the student agitation was 
motivat^ by the feeirng that Arabic was going to play 
% major part... 

A: Arabic is still being teuaht in the lower classes in 
our schools. The problem is that they did not know this. 
Arabic is being taught from class two or three. Wc 
wanted to intrMuce it from class one, side by side with 
English and Bengali. That’s the only difference. But 
Arabic is stall being lau^t in our primary schools. 

In our days there was the Maulana saah who used to 
come over to our bouse and teach us Arabk w that we 
could read the Koran. What we wanted to do, what I 
said was that now you have to employ a teacher to 
teach TOUT children Arabic and you have to pay him 
Taka 200. fBy incroducing Arabic from class one) it is 
not tea^ng anybody any language as such. In class 
one or two you don’t teach anyone any language, you 
only teach them the alphabets so that they can read 
the script. Gradual they can read a whole book and in 
the hi^er classes it can be introduced as a language so 
that they can get employment outside, in the Middle 
Bast. It if good for the country. That was the objective. 
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^ • Haw woutd you demise your iWafron^Axp with 
Saudi Arabia at the,moment? 

A: Good. We have good relations with all Muslim 
countries. We are members of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference. 

Q: Do you think your candidate wili get the general 
secreraf^xp of the Istamic Conference? 

A: How do I know? It IS very difficult to say. There 
are 4S countries. But about 20 to 21 countries have told 
me (hat they are going to support our candidate. But 
Pakistan has not (supported our candidate) they are 
also going to come up with a candidate. 

How ¥fouid you rate theAwami Leaguers position 
ay? 

A; As a matter of fact you should ask mu how I assess 
all political parties looay; the situation with all of 
then is more or less the same. The parties are fighting 
amongst themselves. And now I have allowed these 
private political meetings. But I do not know who to 
call to talk to because every party is divided into three 
or four factions. 

Q: Some people are giving you the credit for doing 
that.,. 

A: I see; then I have alreadv become a politician. 
That is the role the politicaf parties play in this 
country: to divide the political parties. The BNP is 
divided into two factions, similar is the case with the 
Awamj League. JSD and the Muslim LeuKue. So, I do 
not eiactly know in what condition the political parties 
are today. But none of the political parric> are united: 
ihat‘s the feeJina I get. 

Q: Do you thini there is anyone tn the political field 
who can emerge as a leader in the near fuiure? 

A: Very difficult to say. it is for the people to decide. 

Q: Do you think you will gne them a chance logo to 
the polls very soon? 

A: Sure. I will give them a chance, i have promised. 1 
cannot make false promises. 

0* When do you propose to hold the elections? 

A: I haven't given the people any time frame within 
which the elections will be held. 

Q: But let's say within 1984? 

A: Yes. yes. sometime around the winter of 1984. 
Q: In a country which has such a history of coups and 
abrupt transiers of power, whar promise of stability do 
you see? Do you think rhar in this country ' the 
government can be stable? 

A: One happy sign is that people do not want 
instability any longer. And when I have promised the 
people that I will return democracy to tnem. and if 1 
keep my promise. 1 am sure there is going to be 
siabiltiy. And in this context I must mention that the 
army must pJay a role precisely for this purpose: 
ensure stabuiiy, ensure that no further bloodshed 
takes place. We don't want to rule this country. We 
want to be with the people, with the administration so 
that these kind of adventures does not take place in 
future Bloodshed must be stopped. 

Perhaps this is a noble intention, but this should not 
be misunderstood by politicians or outsiders. We have 
lost Sheikh Uujib. we have lost Gen Zia, leaders have 
been killed in jail, people have been hanged. We have 
hanged 12 officers; it is very painful, it is like hanging 
your own children. These were my officers; 1 had to 
order it. 

Q: in which case was this? 

A: Gen Zla's case. Tilts should not happen. Every* 
time it happens we go back: the whole wond becomes 
suspicious, foreign investors feel shy. progress is 
retarded. So I Just want to stop it. Therefore, I have 
(old the people that this is a different type of army, 
gloog srith you, infom them about whar you 
We Mtt vMt to mle you. to dictate you; 

I Of about what you ara doing. (Altar all) we 
Mcrtffced so much for tbia country, we were tbe pee * 
te lim pkk up ama, ao via have a right to 
(be peoM ara doing, tf you fall, ltdoeanot 
bava afl tried. 


. sople 
know «rhat 
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Ershad’s Sufi Saint 

Among the millions of followers of Shah Su^ Faridpuri, the pirof Atroshi. are 
the chief martial law administrator of Bangladesh. Gen. H. M. Ershad and some 
of the country’s most powerful leaders. SYED KAMALUDDIN reports that 
though the views of the military leaders of the country do not always coincide 
with those of the pjr» they frequently seek his counsel. 


S hah Sufi Faridpuri. as h« is popularly known, 
is an ordinary*Ux)kmg man in his early 70s. His 
ii'tr ^ trame. clothed only in the Ions white 
km la shirt and lungi oi .1 middle clas.s Bane- 
ladenhi, is distmf^uished only bv a longi^ 
liotird and deep, penctrutinn eyes. But when this 
unassuinini! Muslim pir (holy man) speaks from his 
hume in Atrnshi Thana. 110 miles soutneasi of Dhaka, 
(hecnuniry listens. His followers are said to number in 
ihe nnlliuns, and amon^ them are :iome of the f(Overn- 
meiil’s mo^l powerful civilian and military leaders, 
im hiding chief martial law administrator Lieut Gen. 
11. M Ivishiid. 

Rut the At rosin prr*s politnal views do not always 
coincide* with those of the country's rulers who fre¬ 
quently seek his counsel. In a rare interview, he said. 
'*The rn<isi im|>ortant ami sacred rule of the army is 10 
defend the mothorland. They can assist the civilian 
government in limes of emerjcency at'd natural calam 
iiVi bui they cannui have any rote 10 plav in running 
file government in normal times The army sh<»uld 
heiomv siiorig and disciplined, (maintaimng) a high 
piofesstoinil sunulard '* 

This view is lit direct conflict with that held by Cen. 
Kishud. who is now seeking to amend the consiUutioti 
to ensure a 1 ole f 01 the army in governing Bangladesh. 
He says this is necessary lor a smiKXh transition of 
power from his martial law administrators to a civilian 
government, hut clearly he feels the army should have 
11 uoveiiuiig role whether civilians are in power or not. 

While the Atroshi ptr seems to be siding with the 
puhiiciaiis on this vital issue, the holy man's lies with 
the army's rank and file are strong. About 50 key army 
officers are among the pir*i followers, including Maj. 
Abdui; <>en. Nuruddm Ahmed Khan, army chief of 
general staff; Maj. Gen. Rahman, commander of the 
.strategically important $th Division in Dhaka; Maj 
Gen. Antiqur Rahman, principal staff officer to 
Krshad: Muj Gen. Abdul wahed, commander of the 
Jessore garrison; Brig. Mahmudul Hasan, director- 
genera] of forces lintellijgence); Brig. Abdullah al 
Hussain, chairman of the Hrst special military tribun 
ah and Brig. Matiur Rahman, deputy director*genera] 
of the Bangladesh Rifles—a Mramilitary border force. 
In addition, nearly 20.000 sofdters are also known to be 
disciples of the pir. 

The generals visit the holy man frequently—some¬ 
times together and sometimes separately. Ershad. 
Nuruddin and Abdur Rahman attended a three-day 
religious function on 20-22 February to mark the 
anniversary of the death of Shah Sufi Yunus Ali 
Enayetpuri, the Atroshi pin's spiritual mentor. 

The pir said the army enjoys the love and affection 

of (he nation. “Tha generals, including Ershad," he 

said, "never visit me to discuss polirics or state policy. 
They come as my disciples and for their own (perMnal) 
satisfaction. I tell them to remain united and to do 
ood for the people. They have their own cabinet (0 
Iscuss politics and take decisioru on political matiers. 

I only tell them to do their job properly.” 

R etired Uautenant-genertl Mir Shaokat All. who left 
active duly soon after President Zieur RaJuPan's 
essassinetion In May 1961, is sacd to have been 


instrumenia) in forging links between the mfluantiul 
p/r and the army over ine past few years. When he was 
commander of the Jessore garrison he sent his troops 
by the iruckluad to Atroshi to visit the pir. More than 
1^.000 soldiers, who are now dispersed throughout the 
country, are said to have been made followers uf the 
holy man through this means. 

Asked if he would direct his millions of followers to 
support any particular political party or vute for any 
candidate in a pres>denjiaJ election, the Atroshi pir 
said that he could not do that, as his wiis a spiritual 
platform and not a political one. Bangladesh needed a 
selfless leader who would wi^rk for the country and 
would try to take decisions according to Islamic values 
and (deals—to do good and pn^vide justice for the 
people, ha said. "I am praying ro Allah to give us a 
selfless. Cod-fearing leader—(even one) who may not 
he my disciple. Mv moral support will In* there for 
him ** 

The pir was a relaitvaly obscure figure until the 
mid-l9/0s. though he has been preaching Islam in 
Afrvshi since 1^4fl. The holy man follows the Sufi 
ducfrinv which he—like other Sufi masters including 
his spiritual menior^<]ajm> to have inherited from 
the Frophet He follows the Vaqshbandjya* 
MureddiJjya schoul of Sufi thought. 

For years the holv man faced an uphill battle with 
(he Muslim establishment. As late as 196.1. 19 well- 
known clergsmen and theolugians jointly proclaimed 
him an infioel, and he was under aituCK iiom many 
others until 1971. His situatiim began to improve after 
that, and since 1975 his fame end following increased 
many times. His eldest son-in-law, Adeluddin Hawla- 
der. a rich businessman and a foimer MP. says that 
many among the 39 clergymen und theologians who 
once call^ him an infidel have become his disciples. 

T he pir is a hard-working man. He never forgets his 
former life of dire poverty when, at times, he went 
without foc^ for days. He starts his dav at 3 am—after 
three houfs of sleei^with special prayersattended by 
many others in the Atroshi mosque Then the early 
morning namar are recited before his daily chores 
l^gin. He eats very Utile, taking specially prepared 
« rice with a vegetable for lunch—his only daily meal. At 
ni^t he takes a glass of milk, or similar drink, with 
one small piece of home-made sweet. 

Today, 5I)0-1,S00 people visit the pir daily, including 
some 40^50 Hindus. The pilgrims usually stay over¬ 
night. Room and board are provided at no cost, with all 
expense covered by gifts brought or sent to the pir by 
his disciples. He receives annually several thousand 
tons of nee. thousands of animals, and tons of fish and 
vegetables. The pir does not accept any money from 
the Bangladesh government or from any other fslamic 
country, though ocher Islamic organisations in the 
country do so. 

Tbe holy men visiu the religious complex’s kitchen 
to arrange meals for the hundreds of his disciples who 
-see him daily e) three special chambers set up for the 
purpose. He spends much of his time meeting people, 
listening to their grievances and advising them on such 
matters as marriage, divorce, the selling of pniperty or 
starting up a new business. He never seems to tire. 
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Assam and Punjab 

By PRAN CHOPRA 



W htfi feared has hap* Iv illJierjtc (rttvcrnor ir» d>se^s the 
petted: Punjab h•<^ seritniMievs n) iHv U»cal •^iitiutiort 
started un the trail of This vompounded the blunders 
Assam, h has iioi New Delhi bad made earlier; it 
rraveUi'd very far as assumt^d ii had exhausted ihv lead- 

yet. Jt5 .10 odd deaths du not compare ers of the students' movement by 

with A»sun)S 3,000 plus. Bui there is dr^t^Kma them through round after 

the same smell of inevitabiliiv. hel* round of '‘nedutiations* m which a 

plessness, frustration, and the con settlement always appeari'd tu be 

sequences can be even more serious, round the corner but kept recedtnK 

if that ii possible Bows and arrows like a rniraKi*. jt was assumed the 

will not be used here, but swords and back of what remained of the m<ivv- 

guns. The armv may be affected, net inent would be broken by playing 

students, trlhols and helpless immig* upon the rebitjous. ethnic'and linje 

ranis; and a fully armed foreign uistic clcacages which extst in 

C ower will be looking iii from a few Assam: opponents of the movement 

ilometres away received instant patronage in New 

Tbe causes of the two tragedies Delhi. Rut what was created instead 

have a d'Kimsday similarity alhoit was a monMet of what liHiks like 

them, among which complacence ts interminable violence iit Hbich 

(he foremost. The authurities cun* everyone is at everyone el>e*s throat, 

cemed with Assam assumed that a ’Tubal fury was stirred up in a svay 

few tricks would do. such as spring* no one had bargained for A proMurn 

ing (he surprise of elections in the which was difficult at best has been 

midst of negotiations and locking the made intractable. The >ccutiiy of a 

doors of the courts widi the midnight most sersiiiw and crucially imp<ir> 

nof ification. It was left to a pgliticab tant urea has been put in Wpardv A 

Punjab ‘Bows and arrows will mu be used lK*rr bur swords snd eons' 


shameful blot has been cast upon the 
elecioial proscssr and I lie imlv go«»d 
that has come out of it is tli.ii the 
CriiMi has leceived a ilioiinighlv 
well deserved slap on its inev 
t'omplaieme has lakeii its foil in 
Punjab as well. The govornrneMi be* 
lieved II could biiiile up ihe A kali 
movement iii Punjab Tu ihis end it 
tried two things. One failed, the 
orhei Will, At ihc time of the Asiad. 
the guveinmeni rru'd to siuilf out the 
/\kali rnorui New Delhi bv pie 
ventingPoiij,ihSikhs tr<uTi iruvriling 
to the ca|>ii,d. But this shameless 
m.iniieuvie iH'came a ihumugh f,H; 
lure. The .Akulis can led uut then 
programme of cmiiting jnesis The 
pi uc burned level, and on rhe corv 
eluding day were ahlr ro otfvi ns 
many as 1.40U volunteers for arresi. 
the roadhioiks sei up by the 
Haryana giuvr nine lit lo weed out 
Sikh iruvrllers onlv succeeded in 
causing biller reseiumeiit and po). 
vocation even among those Sikhs in 
Punub. and manv Hindus imo, who 









had not been ^upporcinft the Akah 
agitation. 

Mrs Gandhi has since tried to 
divide the Delhi Sikhs from the Pun 
jab Sikhs. She u>ed j pljtform 
offered her by a dissideiii AkaJi 
splinter in New. Delhi to announce 
partial acceptance of wme of the 
religious demands of the Amritsar- 
based main Akah movement, hoping 
to take the wind out of the latier's 
political sdiN. But the manoeuvre is 
pot working out Kvcii the r>«lhk 
Sikh> have protested against the 
latest police firings on Aknli agita¬ 
tors in Punjab, which have been 
deniiunced by some of Punjab's Hin¬ 
du leaders also. In fact the Sikhs 
have been forced to unite increasing' 
Iv behind ihe more militant Akab 
leadership in Amritsar, and by dis¬ 
solving the Delhi Akali DnI on 10 
April the Akali high command in 
Ainiiisar luu pulled the rug from 
under the dissident group in Delhi. 
The Delhi dissidents aie closer to the 
extremist Sikh leaders in Amritsar 
than to (he moderate ones. This fact 
was Ignored by Mrs (Mindlii in ex 
tending her patronage to them, 
which only shows how short rerni 
political considerations arc placet I 
Above long term national interests. 

It IS not that stiluiioiis aie not 
possible. In both cases there were 
m omen is of great oppori unity, but 
they were spurned nv the govem¬ 
inent. In the case of Assjin the twir 
.sides had agreed m principle on the 
three "Ds" of the .students, demands, 
that IS detect I on of the “foreigners." 
deletion nf their names from the 
electoral rolls and their eveniual 
dispersal or deportation. The differ¬ 
ence only was whether to tnuch only 
those who migrated to As.sam in and 
after 1971 or. as the student leaders 
dernanded. to go as far back as 1 % 1 , 
But there are manv indications that 
the students woufd have accepted 
1966 as the cut off date if this 
compromise had been offered to 
them, that those who came from 
East Pakistan during or immediately 
after the 196S India-Pakistan war 
may not have io be disturbed again. 
But the opportunity passed because 
no one took it. 

M uch has been made of the “prac¬ 
tical difficulties** in the way of 
deporting people once they have 
come in and settled down. But as 
recently as U April the union gov- 
ernment again committed itself in 
Parliament that “foreigners** of the 
1971 and later vintages would be 
detected and deported. To do the 
same in the case of persons who have 
been settled for a few years longer 
cannot be that much more difficult, 
though for other reasons it is open to 
doubt whether the government will 
slick to this commitment either. 

SimiUrlyi when lack of time for 
negotiations was felt because Presi¬ 
dent's Rida could not be continued 
under the Constituiioni a sufficient 
number of opposition MPs commit¬ 
ted ihemselvei to enabling the gov 



‘We are readv fni* acHAti’ 



*1 



A%s.4fn Trihu/ wav »rrrfW in n h^v rh« <mm‘ huti hdiu»ttiHftl tin 


«rnmum ui umenJ the CMUsutution 
fto thdi nex^xiuTumii mjiv h« om* 
tinued Their onlv ^npularion huh 
thet (he Mjnemimeiu wuulti tfpply 
only to Assem uiiJ only foi d ycjr 
The Auveiiimertf rejected chis <ippor 
lunity an the Mriinxe ami I sijv|>ei’t 
diihonesi Ai ound that the opposiiiini 
wa< liar mumimitus in ntakinje the 
offer. 

Now turn lo Punjab, and it offei< u 
mirrui imaAe. At one iHhnt. in mid- 
Nuvemhei last year, an UAt'^^tnerir 
evolved in talkii with AkaJi ne^u* 
(iatur» Jiid was commuted to paper. 
The draft wa^ to he flown tu Amrit> 
sar the next morninp fur the MAna* 
ture of the Akali Dal president The 
union home secretary, (he pniiccpal 
secretary to the Prune Ministei* and 
an lAF plane were asked to stand bv. 
But hours l>efure their depuiiure 
’‘someone"—nu one says whu—in¬ 
serted a new clause into the diaft. 
givmA Mrs Oandhi the power of final 
decision in case oi disapieemeiu at 
any subsequent sia^e. The Akalis 
refused to accept this unilateral iiv 
lerpolation. the draft collapsed, the 
Akali morcha at Asiad and the 
Haryana chief minister's courier me¬ 
asures followed—une move more 
foolish than the other—and (he 
sreedy march to disaster was re¬ 
sumed. 

Even now the real differences are 
very narrow, but the lacrica remain 
divisive. The government has 
announced acceptance of most of the 
reliKious demands of the Akahs, hut 


bv chcHKiiiK a platform of known 
dissidents for making the announce- 
men I it has. anno ved instead of pla¬ 
cating (he real leadcishin of the 
AkaJi Dal. Jt is agreed that tne Akalis 
have some just territorial demands 
but aitreemenr is held up os’er the 
disposition of a few doacii villaAc*s. 
when whai is m the other scale of the 
balance is the fate of the whole uf 
nor(h-we>(ern India, just as (he fate 
of the whole of north-eastern India 
has been put m the sea leu again si Ihe 
ffirtunes of a few* hundred thousand 
illegal immigrants It is agreed (hat 
the river waters’dispute should go to 
a tribunal, h is riot being sent thue 
because some marginal inieiim 
claims of Haryana are said to be at 
stake even ihtmgh cs’ervone know's 
that these claims will have practical 
reles'Jnse when a link canal is com¬ 
pleted diMmi tW'o years hence, and 
that gi\*e> time enough to the tribun¬ 
al to reach its decision^ about all 
claims; yei this small hitch is being 
allowed to hold up (he w’hole issue. 

The government alone is not to 
blame fui all (hi:>. The Akalis have a 
responsibditv too. ws also llwv? ihe 
student leaders of Assam. The re¬ 
sponsibility ui Ihe uppir^iiion parties 
is ei'en gj eater. Thev aie onlv in¬ 
terested in exploiting the situation 
m the two states fur their own elec-j 
(Aral or other advantages. They, no 
less than the gos'ernmeni. the As.sam 
students and the Akalis. are ignoring 
what is the central and overriding 
fact of the two situations. The 


Assamese and (he Akdiis ;ire not 
only bitter aivtut the government 
and are n<it getiirig ulicnaieJ from 
the Coitgiessfli alune, which the 
oppusiium parties might shortsigh|- 
euly W'vkonic. They are gcKing hit¬ 
ter about and alienated from the 
whole o> India, and thui fact has very 
dangerous possibilities because Pun* 
jab and Assam nre (he two must 
critical bordci slates 
Whatever ihe responx hi lilies of 
others, ivhy is the government itself 
playing with this fire? There are 
manv possible answers to this ques¬ 
tion. each move disturbing than the 
oiher . SUnvever, these can stand 
over fur later examination. Mv pre¬ 
sent purp<i5c only to empnasise 
that these games are more danger¬ 
ous than we realise. Wc are prone to 
suspecting that tome ''foreign hand" 
i« rnanipiilating events to disrupt 
India's mtcgiity. to "B ilkanise" us 
us we said from the housetops in a 
recent fit of hvsteria induced by the 
highest jieople in the guvernment. 
But wc are the foreign harid 
ourselves, and no one is doing more 
Ti> Balkanise us than we are doing 
ourselves by the way we are inten¬ 
sifying our problems'and .itoking up 
our fires for ihe sake of very pettv 
personal and party interests. We will 
only have ourselves to blame if an 
invader from the north*east or the 
north'west finds us to he not only e 
fruit ripe for the plucking but sliced 
up ana peeled, readv to be swal* 
lowed writhout any effort. 
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ASSAM: 

Another long, hot summer 

With violence taking its toll oinnost every doy, peoce in the troubled stote of Assom appears 
os elusive os ever. The rnstollotion of the Congress(l) government hos hardly made any 
difference so for. INDR ANIL BANE RJ IE offer a tour of some of the recent trouble^ spots 
ond discussions with a cross-section of people in Assom reports the worst is not yet 

over. 


W hatever little hope 
there was of an early 
end to raeial and com* 
muDil flare*up$ in 
A^satn. was ahariered 
abruptly when report! of ]ar|te<scaie 
incidents of arson and violence in 
Koltrajhar subdivision uf Goalpara 
district baean pourint into the 
offices (if the itaie .secretariat at 
Djspur. the capital of Asaan, iv>m 
the morning of S April. From the 
initial reporti it was clear that sever* 
al vilJages under Sidli and Kokrajhar 
police stations had been set ablaae 
and the army had been called in to 
control the situation. But the dicails 
of the heppenings were to emerge 
only in subsequent days, when the 
young superintendent of police 
(Coalpera district u Mr Ashok Sahu. 
began sending his despatches. 

At about 11 pm on 4 April the 
predominantly immigrant Muslim 
popuJact of Mojaban, Fulguri and 
DeuJ^uri villages (Kokralnar sub* 
divitiOA) were taken by surprise as 
the peace of the cool Assam night 
was suddenly rent with war cries, 
sounds of gun shots and explodiM 
crackers. Within minutes the vih 
leges, oac by one. were engulfed by a 
2000-strong mob of armed Rajbang* 
shis, an aboriginal warrior comraun* 
ily which has been supporting the 
agitation, carrying flaming torches. 
M the villagers ran helter*skelter 
into the safely of paddy fields and 
wasteland, they could see flames 
leaping from their huts into the 
night. The terrified villagers hid in 
the cover of darkness, while the 
attacking mob left to burn other 
adjoining villages. Before dawn 
another five villages (including Ben- 

t aJi Hindu villages), Joraigaon, Nal* 
ari Tilapara. iCachutola and Kul* 
chakati. had been set ablaae 
During the day mere villages were 
to bunt, with the immigrant Muslim 
villagers in the erea decermined to 
resist any attack on them and even 
counter attack, if necessary. Be* 
tween 11 %m and 3 pm on S April 
Pakhrifurl Chautaki and Badbapm 
vlUagce were set on fir*, renderuig 
•notner 1)0 Bengali Muslim and Hlo* 
du families homeless. At Chautaki 
village 22 RaJbangshj houses were 
20 


also burnt. 

1^ DC and the SP. Mr Sahu. who 
rushed to the area from Dhubri (dis* 
trier headquarters) intercepted a 
mob at Kalipukhri village, arresting 
three Raibangshi atta^ers in the 
process. Later in the eveaing. on 
receiving news that a Muslim village 
Bhumki. was being attacked, the DC 
and SP along with a police party 
arrived at the spot only to be attack* 
ad by the BajMngshis with hand* 
bombs and .12*bore guns. **11 was 
getting dark but we returned fire 
and chased the attackers," said Mr 
Sahu. One Raibangshi carrying a 
handbomb was kiliM and several 
others injured. Mr Sahu was struck 
by the fact that the Rajbangshi 
attackers were retreating m army 
fashion and picking up the injured 
wherever possible "Six injured Ra* 


ibangshis were admitted to the local 
hospital only the na«t day and that 
too because they were in serious 
conditions," Mr Sahu added. 

While returning to ICokrajhar 
town, the police party found another 
mob at tic KIM fieniguri, a Raibang* 
shi village. They opened fire killing 
one Muslim on the spot and injuring 
another six. Of the 90 huts at Be* 
niguri only IS could be burnt due to 
the intervention of the police. But it 
was obvious that the situation was 
threatening to get out of control with 
no community m the area willing to 
take things lying down. Accorditi^y, 
one army column was requiiitionra 
that night from Bongaigaon. 

But the most heinous incident in 
all the events in Kukrajhar took 
place the next day with even the 
army unable to prevent it, when 
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Rajbai^sfau, suspected to be from 
Benigun viUa^, ettedted the our- 
ket at SeUkeacht. A 12'year old 
Muslim biw and an old nun who had 
taken shelter in the basar mosque 
were stabbed to death while inside 
the mosque. Tlte boy’s body had 12 
stab wounds, said Mr Zaharul Islam, 
a senior minister in the Saikia 
cabinet. "OnU tbe Muslim part of 
the baser was burnt.'* pointed out Mr 
Islam. The two fire tenders at the 
Assam Electricity Board ttaermal 
power plant were suaunoned while 
the baser was burning but none 
came. This incident eppears to have 
enraged the lixal inunigrani Muslim 
population, felt Mr Islam, and even 
the Muslims from the riverine areas 
of the Brahmaputra began coming in 
hordes to attack Assamese and Ra* 
(bengshi villages on subsequent 
days. 

The violent incidents that took 
place after the 6 April events is a 
record of a series or confrontations 
between these two communities. The 
areas under Sidli, Kokrejher and 
Chapar police stations were declared 
disturbed areas under the Assam 
Disturbed Area Act (19SS) and 
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act. 
19Sd. which meant the army could 
rake any action, including snooting 
at sight. 

But all (his did not prevent arson 
at Falaskendi, Bhabamp«jr Noonma- 
ti. Harakata, Tukrabandha, 
Balakerkhal. Mohisbethan, Cbakcha* 
ka. Samadapara Paikhandhara and 
several other viJIaus between 9 and 
iO April. The administration was 
forced to play a purely fireftgbtmg 
role with forces being rushed to 
areas as and when repom of disturb¬ 
ances were being received. 

The involvement of tbe Raj bang* 
shts- in this spell of violence shook 
the stare administration since Ra* 
jbangshis are the dominant ethnic 
group in the state armed police and 
also traditional recruits for the Indi* 
an army. Sia of the Rajbangshis 
arrestetT during the troubled days in 
Kokrajbar were army j a wans on 
leave; another Assam police havildar 
arrested had .303 rifles and 12*bore 
guns in his possession, while another 
dismissed constable was arrastad 
from near Salakaaihi, 

According to iniaUigenM reports, 
about a dotan annad police parson* 
nal who had deserted ranks alter the 
Ifi February shootout at Goalpara 
where several CRPF jawans were 
killed by the Assam police, are be* 
lieved to have taken pan in the 
violence. Over the days^ the poliM 
and the army unaarthed UrM quao* 
titles of arms from several Raibang* 
ahi villages during combing opera* 
tioos. 

The police are convinced it is the 
local school and collaM teachers 
wbQ inarigatad the simiAa Raybaaa* 
ahl vflJagars to attack Muslim vfl* 
lagas. Tore* arrested Rajhangshu 
interviewed by this corraspeoJeot at 
the Basugaon lockup similar 


How ncm^violmit 
is the AASU? 


CCrphis is not the firsc time we 
X have got direct proof of 
AASU's iavoiveeetu in violence tn 
the ttate," remarked a senior gov 
ernmcBt official, when ouestioned 
about tbe authenticity oi the docu* 
mems shown by the Assam chief 
ninitrer. Mr niteawar Sadiia. to 
corroborate bis charge that the 
AASU and the AAGSP were in* 
volved in the election disturbances. 
**We have tunpteen docunencs pro* 
visa thair complicity, if not lead¬ 
ership in the distu^Dces,” he 
said. 

The first of AASU and 

AACSP dcmrmiiMtioa to scuttle 
the 19B3 Assembly ekKtions were 
felt when the police accidentally 
unearthed a short term and Jong 
term AASU plan aimed a( thwart¬ 
ing the electMMU by violent means, 
il necessary, soon after the dissolu* 
lion of the state Asseaibly in March 
1992. Tbe plan included measures 
by tbe AASU volunteer corps to 
broaden its mass base and enlist 
support in the rural areas. 

rne intelligence branch got their 
next bic break on 2S January this 
year wnen they raid^ the Stu¬ 
dents* Dey Home, Gai^eti Uni* 
versiiy. where a secret joini session 
of AASU and Kbesi ^udrats’ On* 
ion was in pr^ress. A warning 
notice issued by the so-called 
"Death Squad” along with a plan 
entitled "Nirbechan Froiirodhar 
Karjyya Bybastha” (action plan to 
resist elections) were scireo. 

The action plan contained the fol¬ 
lowing violent protfammes: 
a to set fire to poiling booths, vehi 
cles and houaea of traitors; 

• to disrupt commnnKations by 
felling trees, destroying bridges 
end cutting portiofis of roads; 
a to prevent rail movemeiit by in¬ 
direct action such as removal of rail 


tracks, fish plates etc.; 
o to baran employees alleged in 
election work by threatening them. 

The other extremist aub- 
organisatioAS like the Atom 
Jatiyabedi <AJD) and the Pur* 
tanchalia LokM PvMiad (PLP) had 
alrewH expresaad their militant 
nnituoe by anwwinring their deter- 
minneion to stall the elecriocks at 
any coat Tbe AASU/AACSP had 
nbo openly declared in New Delhi 
after the breakdown of negotia* 
clooa that they would plunge tbe 
state mto a bmod haHi end teach 
camrel govenupeet a lesson, 
the otfi^al said. 

According to him, the ngiacian 
«ist triad » acetUt the Sections 
first by eaMoltingk ttimklanng. 
kidnappiAg and even murdering 
peraona invoivtd io the elections; 


ts diyarrionary tactics they triad 
t burning tevernmeAt buildinBa) 

t finally, taay started actacking 

' minonty ponets in remote areas to 
execute their plan of fwcible de\ 
portatjon of *foreigners.'Tto pollM 
intercepted a letter from an orga¬ 
nisation callini Itself **Bhnrnt&i 
Krantikari Panshad” addressed to 
Prafulla Kumar (Phukan). From the 
contents of this letter it appears 
that the organisation had attemp¬ 
ted to incite mass terrorism and 
annihilate loyal officers and Con* 
gressmen by bringing about a Leba¬ 
non type of situation in Assam. 

Many senior officials are cm* 
vinced (hat AASU/AACSP will con* 
tinue with (heir violent action prog* 
rammes. For one. they still do not 
recognise the present state govern* 
ment; besides, they orgamsad a 
butdh on the very day of the io* 
staJlation of the Saikia ministry. 
Many officials, some of them bold* 
ing fairly senior positions, also are 
rented to have discreetly boycot* 
led the sweering-in ceremony. 

Some senior ministers of the 
Saikia ministry acknowledged (hat 
not only is the state bureaucracy 
heavily infiltrated by pro* 
agitationsts but (here ere alsopr^ 
>C^SU/AACSP elements in the uon* 
gress(])uself. In the latest rounded 
discussions between central and 
sidle ministers held in New Delhi 
recMtly, it has been decided that 
(he pro-agi(a(ioni.tts within the gov* 
emmeni would slowly be isolated 
so (hat action against them cuuld be 
taken at a propitious moment. 

The intelligence reports proving 
direct AASU/AACSP involvement 
in the disturbances in Assam have 
been gathering dust lor reasons 
that suggest official complicity with 
the agitation, comments a minis¬ 
ter. “There is no doubt that the 
AASU/AACSP has been runnins a 
parallel gorernmeni which hedds 
'peoples' courts,' imposes fines and 
'arrests' aoii-agitationiils,” be 
add^. 


The decision of AASU/AACSP to 
call off (be movement temporarily 
till 15 Aprilwasa ploy, felt botB 
ministers and government officials. 
The students do not went to lose 
another academic year and have 
been pressing for aariy examina¬ 
tions; if the situation cools down 
temporarily then tbe Goveroment 
can offer no juetifkntion for not 
bolding tba exofflliiatieiu. Seimnd* 
ly. the Rangila Bihu festival is held 
in mid*Apru nod this is a time iriien 
AASU/AaGSP can enlist funds for 
their movement and rive public 
speeches supporting their move¬ 
ment. 
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The passage of time 
leaves behind poem’s 
in stone 


Gujarat 


[am dAHAgfrontfwIndMVtftyeMlzftHort, 
WhOMlWMlAtCMb^fOUAditLottwl.. 
W-j lolh*3r0c«AtufyMturytftndOi«ta 

ruitwhoMlriAu«nMtt«vld»n(fremtt>« 
V. POGli«diet«ofEnMvA«l>oUtl 
^ JuniQftdh. MpCft trcmaetur* e* 
V. SMmiMgi T«tav and Uodhara, 

J:>•voi(H>o mamoriM of ancMnf HMi 
Kino4omo.PtHtra.T«rv>0Oin0 
... m*onmc*ne* In marblo. 
Sompura archMctur* rofloctod W iho 

oo*rinptomplotel8om>«th«nd 
C>««raa Tho Siddi Soy^ MOOQUO. rich 
KMr« doUcota tracary of too 
mdo-Saracanlc aM. Tha hiQft domea 
^ and ardwa of MuQMi arcftitaetura 

■ Vi'idantJnSnahJaAar’aaufflmarpaiaoa 

■ Tnaiamrdty£unpaanaiy«aof&nra 
W CXftcn CamaMy and fha cfaan awanini 

Unaa of today'a modam architacturmT 
atyla. 


a Modrtara... tha aun-tampfe with ita 
awa inapiriftQ acuiptura 


likf* Dowliere else m India 

Afl 1bl•^r• r*. .Uf .If i l>y liMtl f.ifl .Mifl 

.iit 1 hi • I I >ur iMti 4 h>i iini.itloM nt (iijj.ir.it I til ti.r. 

' oidiK Imf liUM*. fn Itir'.n |ll.l< «**. .fiul nltmr 

Irji iliorr. in 4 •iiLir.it I m rnffiriD.ilinn .irnl 




*r V. ihi m*. < j Mit.K 1 


a Vadnapar T^n. . . Bitaway to tha 
hiatory of an anefant kingdom 
a Champanar... ataapad m rwatoty ar>d 
iagand haatha Navfakha Kpthar. 
Juma-Ma^ and Naglna MaaJId 
a AdalaJ Vav... a atapwaH of auddma 
beauty atuddad with oaivlnga 
a Tna Statung pNlinarala... a laaonatioo 
axampla of lalaiMc enftamanah*p 


: enftamanah*p 


I ToiMI Mormahon auraau 

Toivlam Cerperatlon of dufarat Uo. 

HX Houaa. Off Aalvam RMd 

AMfMaOad.MOOOa 

Tai: Mwea Ta*a» oi 2-H9 tool in 


DaacMrataofTouMam f^agionalOflkaa. 
OMianamorOutwai OhanruMaiwi 
OanctWiapar ApolaBMndar 

Bomy 400030 
Tai d4Me.»4PM 
Talw<i0t1-3«34OUJfff 


1/P4? AbHigarSaaat Rang Mahal 
Nanpum DfwanChOM* 

S<xat30SCDl Junaaa^ OWOPt 

Tai Msaa rw!Sr 


aMainosA/a 






ulei ro teU: certain colle^ teachers, 
InclMdina a professor of Kokralhar 
College, nad held meetiAgs in tneir 
vilJagca where it had been decided 
that all.Rtjbengshi villagers srould 
p^icipate in attacks on Bengali 
Hindu and Muslim villages to "^ee 
their homeland." 

"We were told that a fine of Rs 10 
would be imposed on the person who 
did not take part in action against 
Muslim and ocher encroacbers on 
our land," said Nojan Roy. one tk the 
arrested Rajban^isfrom Simlaguri 
viUa^. When the village bell rang 
on the evening of 4 April all male 
villagers above the age of 17 aasem* 
bled with bows and other arms. Col¬ 
lecting other villagers, Nojan Roy's 
villagers started attacking targeted 
villages one by one, finishing the 
next Domi^ and that too on^ be* 
cause security forces had arrived to 
prevent them. 

By the time the situation in Xokra* 
ihar subdivision calaed down, at 
least 22 persons. 17 of the them 
Muslims, had been killed in group 
clashes and polka firings Another 
17,000 persons. 11.000 among them 
Muslims, had become homeless. 
Armed Muslims from the riverine 
areas attacked Hapapara and Isla- 
mail villages, whicn uve a mixed 
Bengali. Assamese and Rajhang^i 
populaiioit on 10 i^il. the^ official 
poioied out .At Noonmsti, tWi Mus* 
lim attackers burnt houses indiscri* 
minately 

W hatever else the events in Kok* 
rejhar subdivision implied, it 
drove home the growing realisation 
chat there could be no permanent 
peace in Assam as long as the anta¬ 
gonism between the different com* 
munities was not resolved. Of the 
approximately 3.1 lakh persons who 
had become refugees by mid-March. 
Icii than half had been able to 
return; even the principal advisor on 
relief and rehabilitation to the 
Assam government, Mr P.H. Tnvedi. 
admitted that "short of reconcilia¬ 
tion among the coisiauiufieSfother 
measures to ensure rehabilitation 
will not prove effective." Contalnuig 
the situation indefinitely by the use 
of state power in the lonn of the 
army. CRPF and other security 
forces could not be the solution in 
the long term. AU communities in 
Assam could at best be partially 
disarmed and disturbances quashed 
as and when they arose. But sometime 
or (he ocher security forces would 
have to be pulled out. 

As it U, the strain on the sure 
armed police was beginning to tell 
with growing numbers ot officers 
being suspended or dismissed due to 
lack of initiative in tackling disturb 
ances. In Kokrajbar subdivision it* 
self six police officers, including an 
isiifteni $P. were dismissed for rail* 
ing to respond quickly to the disturb* 
•nets'beginnifu from 4 Ap^. 
move has funner demoralistd tW 
police force, said a moiot >olke 



Of Hitetwv Saikia. gerring rough 


official. 

The slate administration is also 
dreading the onset of the monsoons 
in early June. Only SOS our of the 
I.GOO-odd bridges destroyed in the 
election disturbances have been per* 
manently restored; once the rains 
descend and the rivers swell, the 
mobility of security forces would be 
seriously hampered, said a senior 
police official. At that rime the admi* 
flistration will find itsalf almost 
totally ineffective ia controlling any 
violence in the interior villages that 
ought arise. 

The other option in the circumsi 
ances would be to bring about an 
immediate political seiilemept 
among the different antagonistic 
groups in the state. This would, 
however, require the resolution m 
the inherent contradictions in the 
socio-ethnic set up as ii presently 
stands. 

The political scenario in Assam 
today nas certain remarkable para¬ 
llels with (he situatiwi that prevailed 
in West Bengal in 1972: in both 
cases, politicians swearing alia 
glance to New Delhi were foisted to 
power through dubious elections at a 
time when tne stability of the state 
was in grave jeopardy. If New Delhi 
is attempting anoth^ anti-Naxaliie 
type cneration in Asaam, it would be 
logical to expect a massive crack¬ 
down on the pro*agitatioai8t$ in the 
state by the security forces aided by 
the Congressfl) strongmen. 

"We just need .gnother three 
aoaths and then we will finish the 
agitatiouisis.” a senior minister in 
the gaifcift mlmstiy told this corres* 
poMient privately. What the Saikia 
government neea now is justifica* 
tion for a massive crackdown against 
tbe a^tanonists who have largely 
succeeded in preseoting a non* 
violent image. SectMdly, the govem- 
mem wants to ispUie the agiution* 
ifts as much as possible so that the 
chances of success of any operation 
launched against them will be good. 

Tbe Assam chief minister. Ur 
Kiieswar Saikia. appean to have 
fired his first salvo against the agita* 
cioaists OA 10 April. Summoning a 


( press conference, the chief minister 
tor tbe first time accused the agitm* 

( ttooisti, tbe AASU and AAGSP, to be 
directly involved in the unpre* 
cedeotM vi^nce that swept Amam 
immediately before, dur^ and af* 
ter tbe elections. Mr Saikia defended 
bis accusations W producing docu* 
manta leiaed by the police from the 
residence of roe nvo AASU boys 
killed is a bomb explosion in south 
Sarania in Gauhati. Among the 
seised documeats were several draw* 
ings of complicated electronic dr* 
cults for detonators and it seems the 
bomb blast that killed the two boys 
was caused by the explosion of a 
powerful bomb they themselves 
were making. "It should ba obvious 
to any one (naf the boys themselves 
were making the bomb. U it possible 
that some Bengalis could plant such 
a powerful hemb under their very 
bed?" said an intelligence offkar. 

Another document found listed 
the names of 197 volunteers trained 
for fomenting trouble in rural areas 
and helping villagers attack those of 
the 'foreigners*. Another pamphlet 
listing strategies for attacking vil¬ 
lages and police stations was also 
found along with a map showtog all 
police stations and outposts in the 
state. "We will remove tne myth that 
the AASU is non-violent," said an 
intelligence officer (See box). 

Meanwhile, (he election disturb¬ 
ances in Assam have already bMun 
to isolate the AASU and the AAGSP. 
Not only had all Bengalis become 
vehemently opposed to the agitation* 
ists but so had other communities. 
The Bodos and the plains tribals had 
detached themselves from ihe anti- 
foreigners movement and had issued 
public staiecnenis withdrawing su] 
from (he AASU and A< 


lost Muslims, too. were convinced 
that the agitationists were commun* 
ai since it was the Muslim population 
in the state chat bore the brum of the 
violeoce. 

The most dramatic signs of disen* 
chanraent with the way AASU and 
AAGSP were functioning was re¬ 
flected with the first voicing of dissi- 
denee from within tbe AAaU itself. 
In a meeting convened by the AASU 
vice^resident, Mr Nurul Hussein, at 
tbe B. Barooah College in Cauhati on 
11 April,, it was decided that unless 
the AASU high command issued a 
public statement denouncing the 
BJP and the RS5 for spreading com¬ 
munal violence in Assam, tbe Mus¬ 
lim members of AASU would 
resign. 

The chief of (he AASU volunteer 
force. Mr Joynath Sarma, and AASU 
advisor, Mr Nagen Sarma, were ac¬ 
cused of belonging to the BJP*RSS 
communal combine. These persons 
along with (heir supporters should 
also be immediately expelled from 
(he AASU, tbe Muslim members 
decided at the meetii^. Their ulii* 
fflanim has been delivered and it 
remains to be seen what happens 
next. 
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modifioor Carpets increcise 


efficiency in your office 



That U why many advanced thinking 
organisations have opted for Modifioor 
Carpets in their offices to increase their 
efficiency. ^ 

Come over to our Dealer show-room and 
there's a lot more we can tell you about the 
advantages of Modifioor Carpets. 


^9 


modifioor Carpets 

Thahaigh of luxury at your tel 


You probably thought like many others that 
carpets are meant for luxury and comfort 
only. 

Now Modifioor Carpets introduce the *'101 
Plan** to prove that a carpet is a lot more 
than an item of luxury. 

Consider the practical aspects. The 
advantages are many, it reduces noise level 
and increases comfort. It’s completely 
fireproof. It acts as a temperature insulator. 

All these advantages have given Modifioor 
Carpels a unique role in specialised areas 
such as your office, where practical 
considerations come first. 









Made for each othc'r 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Starvatio 


SEEMA MUSTAFA toured the sunt 
in Jodhpur district of Rajasthan to u 
about too starvation deaM h 


denfArdA/tfirprtsMiMJKifvoudo two doctors leioporanly posted 
not check the growth ot your laoiiiy. the viJlife who seid thet the pcot» 
the cattle will go thirsty). Here nan had died of broocbo-pneuaioiua, ai 
and cattle wall norionJess for their lyin^ Or, they are all incoamateo 

turn, their eyes glued to the thin Finally, it could be that the vulafe 

dribble of vater. who s^e of five rears of a ‘horrif 

Hie lovemtnant ia busy trying to ing drought* are lying, 
pass of? about 100 starvation deaths Dr Shankar referred to *prom 
which occurred between 2 February oua’ lamiljes m Solankiya Tala, th 
and 11 March in the Solankiya Tala reflects his inaeasitivity. I ▼isiic 
village of Jodhpur as **59 deaths due this very poor village which even tfe 
to a mystery illneu" No effort is JoApur district collector Mr S. I 
spared to convince the people that Srivastava. overcominc h) 
everything is working well. One of bureaucratic hesitancy, descrined i 
the lechnuiues used by the Raias* such and did not come across even 
than government to add credibility single *well to-do” family. I bh 
to its claim was to send a medical some villagers who. uni ike the rest < 
team under Dr Couh Shankar, a the S,000 people there, are still abl 
chest specialist, to rha village. to eat two square meals a day b 
According to a news report Dr cause they have means of incom 
Shankar led a nadical team, to ibe ocherthan agriculture or animal hu 
village to ascertain the real cause of bandry which have been noi 
the large number of deaths. To give existent in the five years of drougb 
it credibility, the team was sent by These peopid are either living on ol 

Hungry viliagerr coileciing the pouooow fruir Toombo: fbee ro face wUh demth 














irn|Ate it« ltd it b tfa« osK patch ol 
africnituraJ laod ia ma dawn 

todaf. 

Tba ahaap are catsBf wac Bud Dear 
the water tank. Tbara ii aot a blade 
of mm left on the ground or an 
edible Ual on tbe trees. All that 
remalaa. dettinf tbe oebanriae bar¬ 
ren landscape* u a poiicoom plant 
secrctlM a wbte liquid wbicb can 
blind if it touches tbe eye. Then 
there is a wild fruit roMsbe rery 
biaer and fairly pobooous which the 
villagen have begun eatina in the 
absence of food. Idehta. JUm, to 
whom we fare a lift, said chat one of 
his eyes bmd been affected siace he 
began eaiicig this fruit. Mehta Ram 
was reiiimin| after collectiAg Rs 16 
for IS days ot w^k. Tbe laboorer is 
entitled to a BinimuB wage cd Rs 
seven in this region Rut this* say tbe 
district authorities* is linked to the 
completion of a specific task. Need* 
less to say the petty contractor su¬ 
pervising the work cuts wages at 
will. 

At Jodhpur no one believes us 
when we say that the villagers are 
eating the wild fruit rooabe. At 
Solanhiya Tale village the peo^ 
refer to this fruit at the dividing line 
between life and death. Not one but 
several villagers say that they cat 
the seeds of this fruit when nothing 
else is available. In the magnificence 
and comfort of the Npn AJigaed Sum* 
mit in Delhi every foreign detegate 
was eiven a voucher of Rs S.OOO for 


The riMheked expense pi SoUnkiyp Tale nllsge. a^ggerdty raliad 


n deaths 
sthan 


fkdd expanse of Solankiya Tala 
iort that inspite of official denials* 


e occurred in this village 


and ruled out starvarion totally. 
*Thcre is nothing unusual** they 
said. '‘Old men and children have 
died end they would have died any¬ 
way.* Mr Snvasisvn. again to give 
him some credit, adnuned that the 
deaths were far from normal. 

The villagen speak of years of 
hardship, of an existence that defies 
imagination, of a figbr to resist the 
advancing desert which is turning 
crops into sand, and killing people 
and cettla. Politicians have not 
bothered to visit Solankiva Tala, not 
even the health minister Mr Rethore 
who represents the Shergarh Assem¬ 
bly constituency where tbit village 
lies. Mr Rathore who has been most 
vocal in denying the nervation 
deaths maintains a farm near 
Solankiya Tala and valuable water 
from lubewells has been diverted to 


3.S crores for'fbneTTor a drought 
affected populetioo'of Vl.S lakhs in 
tbe dUcrut. 

Tbe population of Solankiya Tala 
has BO other means of livelihood oow 
except ioverniseot help. Govern* 
It help io tbe fonn of unrealistic, 
rdly droui^t relief schemes 
:h give emplmieat at best to 
one lakh people *duriu tbe peak 
season." At ^lankiya Tala vluaga 
200 people vrere so employed but In 
view of the deceriorati^ conditions 
the collector sanctioned work for 400 
more people. There are about SvOOO 
able bodied men and women in the 
village alone wailing for employ¬ 
ment. But as helpless Mr Srivamva 
exclaimed, "there are so mtny 
SoUnkiya faias here. Why. in Sber* 
garb t«hsi7 alone there are eight to 
ten such villages. Tell me what can ( 
do?" 

But are the people dying of starva¬ 
tion to blacne tor this? It fmu whose 
hustend died, to blame for this? Or 
Poona Ram whose wife and three 
children died? Or the S9 others who 
were listed in official records as 
having died of a "mystery disease," 
or the over 100 who cUed, according 
to unofficial sources? They died of a 
severe winter, without edeqnate 
food and clothing when e common 
cold turned into pneumonii, a cough 
into deadly bronchitis, a fever into 
continuous vomiting. 

The district officials insist that the 
villagers did not bother to seek 
mcdkal aid. "These people ere not 
interested in gettina treatment," Mr 
Srivastava uid. Wnat he and the 
others did not add was that the 
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d rt pt ftw y wm o $po4 .12 

kmi aifj froB Boimaktya tolU. Aftd 
ftt Jlau jMtDtMS out, k ana m 
meokal that wm raquirad but s 
tfholcHoc iB«aJ and an aatmacuof 
food for the da^ to coom. 

JIbu is )«fc with four TOonc dU2> 
dr«B to mppon. H«r huthwid Bar* 
Bohan Dai once grew enough to food 
the faMUe and more, oa Us lew 
hjghei of bMid. Since then he tried to 
obtain woric as a labourer but there 
were too many ciaiaants and too few 
)obs. Harmoban Das, a brahmio* 
thea began bagging for alms. VacT- 
little wai available from the huts in 
the vicinity. His brife does not speak 
of the fever but of days without <ood. 
She paints a hornfyir^ picture, be* 
twe e n sobs, of an existence no he* 
man being in a free country should 
be subjected to. 

It is a simkar story hut after hut-^ 
no food, no wetcr. no roedidnea 
deeth... The egonising details spread 
over five bleasng summers, cold win* 
ten and rain showers so spaced out 
that they served only to bum the 
crops and not mature then. 

Inirnih and Shadoli are (ha two 
worst veered tthsils of (he district. 
Thoy have a combined population of 
4.5 lakhs of which over two lakhs are 
adults. The govemment ceiling for 
the month of March under the 
labour*oriented drought relief 
schemes is for 55,000 people only. Mr 
Srivesteva said that the condition 
was so alarming that he had. at bis 
own initiative, increased the ceiling 
to 45,000. 

At Solankiya Tala TO per cent of 
the dead are elders over 60 years of 
ue and children under 10 years. 
There are villagers lying ill in every 
other hut but medical aid is avail* 
able only to those well enough to 
come down to the hoapital function* 
ing from the locel smool. In feet, 
«mle we were standing talking to 
villagars at the hospital,a man came 
up asking for the jeep to be sent to 
fetch his mother who was vary ill. 
The doctor refused on (he plea that 
there was* no petrol in the Jeep and 
that the man should arrange for his 
own transptwt. 

Ilvere is no governmental proposal 
to generate other means of Oveli* 
hood and shift the emphasis from 
agriculture and animal husbandry to 
say, wnall scale iadiutries. The gov* 
•mBtitt, like the poor illiterate 
villaigers, reBains de^ndent <mi the 
elusive moosoons. 

SoUnkiya Tala attracted attention 
only because of the Ugh incidence of 
deaths, within five weeks. After Che 

hue and cry dies down and the 

government; aided and abetted by 
people like Dr Gouri Shankar, has 
succeeded in convincing the Vidhan 
Sabha and the Parliament that the 
people died of a *mystery iUnass' and 
not starvation. The aitantion will ba 
diverted froB the proud, wiry people 
el Solankiya Tala righting to aurvive 
to more Important happenings in 
Delhi.. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Tlte genius of 
Tippoo Sultan 


On 4 May 1799» Tippoo Sultan, the last Maharaja of Myso re, d ied fighting the 
British at his fort capital of Seringapatam. AlCHILESH MTTHAL traces the 
versatility of Tippoo's geniiis which made him unique among the other emperors 

of his time. 


When India wins freedom 
This earth will be ours 
And the blue sky above 
We shall honour the martyrs 
And throng their graves 
Ai each anniversary 
Of their great sacruke 
CShaheedoan k^y maraaroan pvr 
tugflynguv htir bunts mayiay fub up- 
nee rumeen hoa$aa aur upnaa 
aasmon hoagaa.) 

T hi« song was sung with great 
fervour during (he last 
nhase of (be struggle for 
freedom. Those who 
climbed the gallows and suf* 
fered torture and Incarceration were 
sustained by the sentiment of such 
songs. 

An independent India should hon¬ 
our both (hose who stnig^ed to keep 
it free and those who delivered it 
from bonddge. Amongst those who 
fought to keep tf free from British 
conquest, Tippoo Sulten occupies 
the pride of place. He died fighting 
on 4 May 17^ at the fort capital of 
Seringapatam. He alone had chal* 
lenged and fou^i (he rap^ioua 
white o^re and paid the price of 
defeat with his life. He was buried in 
the Gumbaz on 5 May 1799. 'Htese 
two days, 4 and S May. should be 
observed as the anniversary of the 
martyrdom of Tippoo Sultan in Kar* 
nataka and the wnoleof India. At tbe 

e ini where he fell a founuin should 
installed as in our tradition the 
dead are made offerings of water. 
His grave should be refurbished 
each year with new carpets, cover¬ 
lets and canopies. Brilliant chande¬ 
liers should be provided to li^c up 
the tomb. A cevalry rumeoi which 
has distinguished itselfin post inde¬ 
pendence battles should singled 
out for the award of tiger stnped 
standards modelled on Tipoo Sul¬ 
tan's proud flag to show that we 
remember that his light horse was as 
good as any in the world of his times. 

llie British came as traders in 1600 
to the richest country in the world. 
When they left in 1947 India was 
pitifully poor and devoid of pMple 
with airpcrieoce ol running eitner 
jnilitary or civil affairs at the deci¬ 
sion making level. Trade and indus- 
4C 


try were in British hands and the 
Indians had neither esperience nor 
skills. 

Tbe rot had set in during the 
eighteenth century. The defeat suf¬ 
fered by the emperor Muhammad 
Shah in 1739 shattered the fabric of 
the empire. Governors declared 
themselves independent in the east 
and the south. The European trading 
companies look advantage of the 
situation and with superior military 
technolo^ defeated the armies m 
the nawabs. One reverse was usually 
enough for these initially Delhi- 
appointed and subsequently self- 
proclaimed rulers. Their hoUownets 
IS picrur^ in a verse of Shaikh 
Qalandar Bakhah 'Jurrat* (d. 1609): 

No one should be takes, tn by their 
titles of lordship 
lor (he British hold the keys (u 
their gilded cages 
And whatever they are taught (hey 
repeat parroilike 
for they (the rulers of India i are 
like the talking mynah birds of 
Ben^ 

(Sumjbay na ameer unkoa na 
Jroaee wueer 

Angnysoan kay baath ik qa/as 
mayn hayn aseer 
Joa kuchh woa purhaay soa wob 



e 


munh say buaJeyn 

Bungaalay kae meynaa heyn yvb 
poorao kay ametr) 

Tippou Sultan affords a refreshing 
contrast to his peers of the eight¬ 
eenth and nineteenth centuries. He 
was highly educated and his military 
exploits show the excellence of his 
training. What needs to be known 
better is the versatility of his genius. 
His revenue administration and en¬ 
couragement of agriculture and 
trade made Mysore the richest state 
in India. His cultivated taste is 
shown by the gracious Darya DauUi 
garden and Palace, by the Gumbaz 
and his interest in innovation in 
rdening and horticulture by the 

I Bagh gardens. 

Tippoo's coinage has a rare beauty 
of fab ric. texture and design. The 
coinau struc|( at the sairip lime by 
the l^st India Company for Shah 
Alam is by comparison commonplace 
and uninspired. 

Tippoo Sultan had assembled a 
fabulous library most of which was 
burnt by the British. Two thousand 
volumes saved from the fire were 
taken to Calcutta and found their 
way to Britain including Aurangseb 
Alamgir's copy of the Quran. The 
treasury of jewels was Tooted and 
dispers^. Tippoo's jewelled arm 
hands alone fetched a sum which 
ensured a yearly income of £2060 to 
the Briton who looted them. His 
throne was of gold. *The central part 
of tbe canopy was sunDouoied by a 
most cuiiiMu and costly figure of the 
Uuma fonned of solid gold nearly 
the site of a pigeon and covered over 
wUb the most fabulous jewellery, its 
beck being one lar^e and beautiful 
emeralcL its eyes being two brilliant 
diamonds, tbe tail resmnbling that of 
a peacock studded with jewels, the 
whole so arranged as to mutate tbe 

most danlj ng pfumage a nd to closely 

set that the gold was scarcely visi¬ 
ble.** The thrope was cannibalised 
and the bird sent to the Queen of 
England. The total loot mey be 
judged from the £1,42,902 share 
given to General Hum as being 
one-eighth of the cash found. 

The riches of Tippoo arose from 
tbe wealth of the prosperous end 

II administered state ruled by 


























him. He wes the fint edherant of 
itaie tradinf. Saodtlwood, foid, 
black pepper, tobacco, eUpb^ia 
and cocoouu were bou^t aiM Mid 
by the uace which whs the sole 
eeporttr of ihcae products. The itw 
dustrtee he aiartea included watch* 
es, cutlery, hour glasses and scion* 
ciric Inatrumeots besides all the 
weapons needed for war (cannon, 
guns, tcimirers, rockets, gunpowder, 
etc.). Hundreds of foreign teduii* 
dans were recruited to man these 
factories. Silk worms were imported 
from the Islend of Dirai near Muscat 
along with men who knew how to 
rear them. He planted mulberry 
trees and the famed silks of Mysore 
owe their origin to him. 

As the BritiA have vilified Tippoo, 
it is neceisery to recall the examples 
of his tolerence end generosity to 
other religions. There was nojMiiyMh 
or poU tax on non*Muslims. Tne civil 
list of llvsore bristles with Hindu 
names, madu temples were given 
encouragement and support. The 
ravages suffered by the ShrJngeri 
Math at the hands of the Marathas 
were made good by the munificence 
of Tippoo. He wrote to the Jagat* 
guru, ^You are the Jsgatguru. You 
are elways performing peoance in 
order thit the whole world may 
prosper and tha people may be ha^ 
py. Please pray to C'td for the in* 
crease of our prosperity, in whatever 
country holy perMoages like you 
may reside, that country will flw* 
ish.,.** Tippoo’s silver and gold gifts 
can still be seen at the narayans* 
wami temple, the Srivenkatesvara 
temple at Nanjagud and at the Sri 
Rangnath temple at Seringa|Mtam. 
The most remarkable of all is the 
'Padshah Linga* of green jade instal¬ 
led at the Nanjundesvara temple at 
the behest of Tippoo Sultan. 

The manner in which Tippoo Sul* 
tan died brings to mind a verse of 
'Fais': 


Fail Ahmad 


This life which is given to you 
And taken away 
How can it—living 
be of any significance 
What maners is the manner 


in which you lace death 


For (hat glory lives for ever more 
(Jis dhuj say Aroj maqtal kc gays* 
wob shssn saiaamar rebree bay 
yeb jasn (os aanee jaanee hay 
is jaan ki koai bear nebaaip 
In 1799, 4 May was particularly 
inauspicious. Tha day itself was • 
Saturday (Sbaniwaar —tha day of 
Saturn) and the night to follow was 
inoonleas(AmaavasyaA The astrolo¬ 
gers sensed disaster end foretold a 
hard and brutal day followed a 
pitiless night. Th» advised the sul¬ 
tan to proptiate Mtuni (Sbaoj) and 
he gave money and cloth to the poor. 
An elephant, a bag of black oilseeds 
and sikka wonh Rs 200 were given to 
the chief pnest of Chennapaiaa. 
Otber bieJunins were given a variety 
of black Ejects inclu^g an iron pot 
full of oil aad coins, buffiloes, caps 
and Jackau of cloth. Tippoo bent 
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A saaion oi TVppoo's 


palace batpimyt archjrcctura/ excellence 


over to see his own reOeaion in the 
oil of tbe iron pot before making the 
gift as this act propiiiates tbe male* 
tic Serum (SMoi). 

Having thus rendered their due to 
the stars, Tippoo rode back to his 
aerie on the ramearts of beleaguered 
Seringapatam. He was at his noon¬ 
day meal when disaster strxick. A 
lo)w, devoted and able coaunaoder 
01 IS years’ service, Syed Ghaffar, 
was killed by a cannon ball. The 
British had stormed tbe walls and 
were pouring into the fort. Tippoo 
rode to the s^t, dismounted and 
fought the rising tide shoulder*to* 
shoulder with his soldiers. His twav- 
ery was infectious and e srubbom 
resistance ensued. Tbe resistance 
could not continue as tbe defending 
Mysoreans were fighii^ guns with 
swords. Their magaiioe had ex- 
oloded when a lucky shot from tbe 
besiegers landed red bot in the gun¬ 
powder stack. 

Seeing tbe position lost at tbe 
breach. Tippoo remounted and rode 
to the Water Gate. Here the figbiii^ 
was still on and Tippoo joined bis 


Tinpoo'j coinage bad a rare beeuiy 
(aoore^ > 


compared to the vaiiispited 
and cbouDOflp/ace cotes issued by the 
East iadia Company (below)* 



forces. Kis horse was soon killed 
from under him end three wounds 
including gunshot in tbe chest di^ 
abled hun. He wes moved into a 

K anquin. A loyal attendant. Raja 
an. advised surrender. Tippm re* 
fused. At this point e party or Brillsh 
eoldieri arrived, inteat on looting 
the Seated. A band stretched out 
CO grab the jewellad belt Tippoo 
wore. Tippoo. weak with the lose of 
blood and despairing because of ibe 
defeel, wes stul the tiger. His sword' 
.Halved lor one last nme befora a 
gunshot into the temple stilled him. 

No one in the palace nor yet the 
victorious British knew that the 
mi^ry Tippoo had fallen. Bnti^ 
eoldieri were celebrating victory by 
indulging in an orgy of loot and 
arson. Senior officers were 
epprehensive about Tippoo Sultan’s 
whereabouts and plans. A major was 
sent with a while flag to the palace. 
He promised safety and honour to 
tbe royal family if they surrendered 
and demanded audience with Tippoo 
Sultan. The prince, Mohiuodin, 
assured the major that his father was 
Ttot in the palace. 

It was after a fruitless search of 
the oalace that the commander of 
the tort (kiUedar}^adim Khan,gBve 
the information that Tippoo lay«ead 
at tbe Water Gate. Ni^t had fallen 
when Arthur Welleileyilater Duke of 
Wellington.took a search Miiy with 
torches to the Water Gare.^e flares 
revealed a man of corpses lying in 
heaps of mangled flesh and con- 
gealed blood. Mcb body had to be 
examined. They first found Raja 
Khan mortally wounded. He pointM 
to the body M his late master. 'Tie 
had four wounds, three in the holy 
and one in the temple, the ball 
having entered a little above the ear 
and lodged in (he cheek. He had an 
appearance of dignity or perhaps 
sternness in his countenance which 
denoted hits above the common 
order of people." 









Can Rajiv Gandhi be accepted 


as the people's leader? 


S O Mr Rajiv Gandhi, (he 
grandsun of Jawaharlal 
Nehru, ihe son of Prime 
Minister Mrs Indira Gan* 
dhi, the MP ^rum Araethi 
> AICC(b general secreiary 
has added yet another feather to 
his cap. In an obvious attempt to 
project him as the second most 
important leader in the country*- 
neat only to Mrs Gandhi—the youth 
Conaress(l) vrith a lot of fanfare 
proclaimed Mr Gandhi the leader 
of the country's youth. Nobodv was 
surprised. Tne pattern is afl too 
familiar by now. It was in (he same 
manner that the late Sanjay Gandhi 
was sought to be projected as the 
most suitable successor to Mrs 
Gandhi. 

The opposition leaders may have 
a point when they say that inspire 
of all the image huilding eaercises 
beme carried out, presumably with 
the blessings of Mrs Gandhi, the 
chances of Rajjv Gandhi succeed* 
ing her as the next Prime Minister 
of India are not as bright as it is 
being made out to be. According tu 
them, despite his claim that pilots 
make good leaders, Rajiv is not cut 
to be the PM. For another, his 
success—or failure—is inexorably 
linked with the future of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi And Mrs Gandhi is facing trou¬ 
bled rimes. But (hen, neither Mrs 
Gandhi nor the sycophants sur¬ 
rounding Rajiv Gandhi are likely to 
give up the hope that Rajiv Gandhi 
may succeed Mrs Gandhi. So the 
charade continues. 

Rajiv, of course, has certain good 
qualities in him and I for one do not 
agne with those who tend to dis* 
miss him as a "good for nothing” 
who lives well, loves all the go^ 
things in life, and is a misfit in 
Indian politics. Ac che same time he 
hardly looks like the prototype of 
the Indian youth—e frustrated, im¬ 
patient antf angry lot—let atone be 
their leader. He is a quiet person 
and thinks a lot before taking any 
action. Under normal circumst¬ 
ances this should have been a qual¬ 
ification for a politician. But in the 
Indian context, where people want 
results quickly. Rajiv is certainly 

E iactd at a disadvantage. Hi's 
rother Sanjay who was a go-getter, 
was, perhaps, better suit^ tor the 
role Mrs Gandhi wants her son to 
pUy. 

Toil is partlcularlv important as 
it ia by now common knowledge 
that It IS the frustrated youths who 
ire providing the teeth to most of 
the violent agitations in the coun* 


Power 
and 
Politics WL 


By 8ARUN SENOUPTA 


try. including the Akali movement 
in Punjab and the AASU movement 
in Assam Can Rajiv win iheNe 
youths ovtr and bring them withm 
the Cungressth fold? Givni the 
background, (he nature and the 
temperanieni of Mr Gandhi, it hard 
ly looks possible. Ife can at best 
carry fairly well settled middle 
class or upper middle cla^is vuuths 
with him. But these yuuihn can 
hardly be called a force of anv 
reckoning either in sire or fur their 
influence with the people. And a 
proclamation cannot make a tiger 



Rajiv Gandhi hardly looks 
like the prototype of the 
Indian youth—a frustrated, 
impatient and angry lot—let 
alone be their leader. He is 
a quiet person and thinks a 
lot before taking any action. 


out of a paper*iiger, 

Whether Rajiv can step into Mrs 
Gandhi's shoes will largely depend 
on which course the country's poli¬ 
tics takes. At present, the country's 
politics provides a very bleak sce¬ 
nario. Whether in Punjab or in 
Assam it is moinly a determined 
minority which is holding the silent 
majority at ransom. For instance, 
the municipal elections in Delhi 
have clearly demonstrated that a 
large numlwr of Sikhs have no 
sympathy fo^ the violent Akali 
movement. In the same way, many 
Assamese speaking leaders ex¬ 
pressed their displeasure about the 
AASU movement by contesting the 
general election braving the 
threats from the agitation leaders. 
But m both the cases, the deter¬ 
mined minority could have its way. 
This is piiriicularly ominous for the 
cuunteV' 

If Mrs Gandhi gives in either to 
the Akalis or the AASU, she ie 
Ixtund to encourage others to come 
out frum the wings and launch 
MmiJar movements. Punjab, espe* 
cially. could be the most crucial test 
in her career. There has nut been 
much flutter in Delhi even after 
more than 3,000 people were killed 
in As-vam. But Wnjab can be a 
dtffereot propuvition altogether. 
For. Punjan is too close to Delhi. 
The tremors r>f any serious trouble 
in Punjab can rock Delhi. And this 
can adversely affect Rajiv's pros¬ 
pects. 

In a troubled political scenario 
Rajiv will certainly find it more 
difficult to be accepted as the suc¬ 
cessor to Mrs Gandhi. He is yet to 
prove (hat he is capable of tackling 
difficult problcms^Kir situations. If 
Rajiv hao faced the crisis in Punjab 
or Assam on his own and come up 
with a solution he would have cer¬ 
tainly gained in stature. But he has 
been rather assiduously keeping 
himself away from delicate issues 
and difficult problems. This has 
naturally reinforced (he belief rhat 
Mrs Gandhi does not want her son 
to dabble with explosive issues. Her 
reasons could be: either, in her 
assessment Rajiv is not sufficiently 
mature to handle such situations. oV 
he is not capable of facing such 
situations. Wherever be her 
reasons, by protecting Rajiv from 
political exposure Mrs Gandhi can¬ 
not expect her son to rise in the 
esteem of the general masses of the 
country. And no amount of proc¬ 
lamations can give him an image 
which does not exist. 





How Churchill tried to stop 
seif-govemment in India 


In the fourth part of his five>part article on Mahatma Gandhi and the freedom struagle* 
MADHU LI MAYE recounts how Churchill was against the reconciliatory posture adopted 
by Lord Irwin and how the Tory party leader tried desperately to deny Qandhiji s claim to 

seff*govemmont. 


T lu' miiM Viwrov 

jIJ I hi* in the 

uimoi'v reitiifSMVL* rrg 
line m crush ilic 
rnovemviu Aluntt with the 

leadeis. IhiiU’ikirids ii( peaceliil 
weIV put hehiiul priMMi 
biiiii. The irioiiile <il CoiipieNsmeu 
wa» hiiih 8u( a dark Ouidow leJI 
airuss thePoUlicdl NCeiie. (’he Kouiul 
fa hie Coniereitc.* scheduled t<i meer 
ill Laiidon in Uc(o(>ei 19.10 met wiih' 
ouc CimKrevs pai(ici|Mtiiici the 
Round Table gcctuie (naked hulluwi 
li WOK like enaciiuK Hjmk'i withoui 
(he Prime o( Denmark. A pall id 

[ luont enveliiped bu(h the moderate 
ridian opinion as well as (he realiHis 
In (he Bi'iiish admiiiistradve 
mathine. The puhUcaiiun o( (he 
obsolete Simon Kep«>r( tilled Iiwiii 
with despair. The receipt ot a leli* 
Mrem from ihe Conservative lea Jet 
Stanley Baldwin, svrii under pres^ 
uie fi'iim (he diehard wing of the 
Tory Parly, made the Viceroy impa* 
(leiit **(t leallv makes me weep to 
think that in a matter like this kind 

Sjrdai Pare/ revr/eme Ivlii. Mjftjinu 
Krjpa/ani at ihe Aamyarh Cemgre^v 


R.ildwio vhoiilrt submit hi\ nidge 
ment ii> the Alaoil the 

Baldwin telegram (rwio <|»oko in 
timivuallv sirunit UrigiMite 1*1 on lei 
lei In I lie seiretary of state 

"It really makes my h(<«>d boil 
ihaf iH'ople with mentalitv like 
(hat. not kmiwing (he ARC of the 
problem as vou and I have tn <leal 
with It. should have such capasi 
ties for making miftchtef.'' il.r»rd 
irwm. letters to the Secreran* *tf 
5r4re for /nd«a. p. 187). 

Churchiil »peaks 

Purine this period Churchill 
assumed the leadership uf the resisi 
ence group that formed uself to 
block reeofutely India's progress lo* 
wards self government. He became 
(he idol of the diehards and UMik 
upon himself the main responsibility 
of retrieving the situation from the 
“disastrous course* on which Irwm 
and WedgwiKMJ Benn were launched. 
He poured ridicule on alj attempts at 

(•jiitJhi aiitJ Aittjuti J.B. 


recimuliation. Churchill roared: 

*'lt is. iherer(»re. become neces* 
m order (hat this iartdslide of 
ripinum should not lead to undue 
disappointment, (hat the bask 
facts ahould be restated in immis* 
lakable terms The British nation 
has. we hehvve. no mieiition 
whatever of relimjui'>liing effec* 
tual cuniroj uf Indian life and 
progress. The Knund Table Con* 
Terence now sitting has no pow’cr 
tu frame a Constitutiun for India. 
No agreement reached at the Com 
ference will be binding in any 
degree, morally or legally, upon 
Parliament ** (Spovches of lVjn« 
sron CHurchilt. p. 49.)Si. 

The charge about British dishunes* 
(y whichLinJithgduiwaMo make later 
was based on solid evidence. Chur* 
chill’s speech is a cast* in point. 

The Viceroy, howeveri was not 
much influenced by this ceaseless 
barrage of criticism nor by the resist* 
ence within the Anglu lndian circles 
in India. He lent his sympathetic 
ears to the mediation efforts of Sap* 
ru and Jayakar. He prepared the way 
for release of Gandhiji with “skill 
and tact* through a speech to rhe 
Central Legislative Assembly on 7 
January 1931. He acknowledged that 
no one can fail to recognise the 
''spiritual force which impels Mr 
Gandhi to count no sacrifice too 
real in the cause...of the India he 

possible, 1 would 
ask. for those responsible for this 
policy to try another course...?** 
t Speeches by Lord irwin, Vol. II, p. 
319). 

This paved the way for the release 
of Mahatma Gandhi and the working 
Committee members. Tile historic 
talks between Candhifi and the 
Viceroy for calling off the civil dis* 
obedience movement, co enable the 
Confess to participate in the Round 
Table Conference,took place in Delhi. 

The significance of this develop* 
ment was neither lost on Churchdl 
nor on the Indian people. In a debate 
held m (he House of Commons on 12 
March 1931^e publicly parted com* 
pany with his leader Baldwin. This 
waie^tuming point’Yor theHeadera, 
aad Churchill resigned from the Con* 
aervative front bench to start his 
crusade against Indian self* 







goveriuneni. In his own perverse way 
ChurchUi was not slow to grasp the 
significance nf Gandhi's non*violent 
movement' 

“When Mr Gandhi went to the 
Keashore a year ago to make salt 
** was not looking for salt, he was 
'>c f<»r trouble. He was look* 
ing . « means of flouting the 

govern.. lod compelling them 
to arrest hiUi *’'>w he has compel¬ 
led the guveriunvnt to recognise 
the propriety of his action. He 
has elevated his deliberately 
selected breach of the law into a 
trophy of victory, the significance 
of which, believe me, will be 
appreciated from the Himalayas 
to Ceylon.“ (,Speeches of Winston 
Chunhill. p. 4994). 

Churchill expressed his sense of 
disgust with the weak-kneed policy 
of Irwin in his forceful and pictures* 
<]ue language! 

“In my opinion we ought to dis¬ 
sociate ourselves in the most pub¬ 
lic and formal manner from any 
complicity in the weak, wrong* 
headed and most unfortunate 
administration of India by the 
socialists and by the Viceroy 
acting upon their responsibility. 
It is alarming and also nauseating 
to see Mr Gandhi, a seditious 
Middle Temple lawyer, now pos¬ 
ing as a fdkir of a ij^pe well 
known tn the Fast, striding half- 
naked up the stops of the Vicereg¬ 
al palace, while he is still orgams* 
ing and conducting a defiant cam* 
paign of civil disobedience, to 
parity un eoual terms with repre• 
senIatJve‘'or (he King-Emptrur. 
Such a spectacle can only in¬ 
crease the unrest in India and the 
danger to which white people 
there are exposed. Ii can only 
encourage all the forces which 
are hostile to British authority 
What good can possibly come of 
such extraordinary negotiations? 
Gandhi has said within the last 
few weeks that be demanded the 
substance of independence, 
though he kindly adds that the 
British may keep the shadow. He 
declares chat the boycott of fore* 
ign cloth must bo continued until 
either prohibition or a prohibitive 
tariff can be put up against it by 
an Indian national ParUament. 
This, if accepted, would entaJ the 
final ruin of Lancashire. He has 
also pressed for the repudiation 
of the Indian loans, and has laid 
claim to the control of the Army 
and foreign affairs. These are his 

weU'known aims. Surely they 
form a strange basis for hearMO* 
heart discussion-“Sweet** we are. 
told they were...between the 
malignant subversive fanatic and 
the viceroy of India, ChurchilPs 
soeech of 23 February 1931 ex* 

i ltining hit resignation from the 
lonservativa opposition front 
bench to hta constituency (Ibid, 
pp. 4985*61. 


Significance of 
Gandhi -Invin Pact 


Churchill correctly assessed the 
long term effect of die Gandhi-lrwin 
pact. Later on, other viceroys con* 
tested Candhiji's interpretation of 
the terms of the pact, whether Wil* 
lingdon or Linlithgow they might suc¬ 
ceed in temporarily suppre.ssing 
Candhiji and his movement t>y brin^ 
ing to l^ar the full panoply of their 
imperial powers. But now this would 
not produce any lasting result. What 
had been done could not be undone. 
Hereafter the frail Gandhi and the 
mighty British empire could hope to 
settle the festering quarrel only on a 
basis of equality Rightly did Win 
ston Churchill say of the Gandhi* 
Irwin Agreement: 

“The price, however, is heavy, 
end It must be examined. 
Although (he boycott and civil 
disobedience have been partially 
called off. they remain suspended 
over us and can be loused at any 
moment by the mere lifting of Mr 
Gandhi's little finger. The viola* 
Tion of the Salt Law was specially 
selected by Mr Gandhi a year ago 
as the means of defying the gov* 
ernmeni of India, as the one 
means of defying the government 
of India which vtouTd be most 
deeply end widely comprehended 
throughout the land. Kis lawless 
act has now been made lawful. 
Anyone may now make salt from 
the sea.“ (Ibid. 499J italics 
addedJ 

Churchill thought that the apo¬ 
logetic attitude of Lord Irwin and the 
series of steps taken by him. 

“...ought to be preserved as a 
patent prescription for building 
up the reputation of a political 
opponent, or rather of a revolu* 

h'roinier Oandhi.Khan Abdul 
Chaffer Khan, and Mahatma Gandhi 



tionary leader. By this most elabo* 
rate process undertaken, no 
doubt, at each stage, from the 
highest and most weU*meaning 
motives, Mr Gendbi and Congress 
have been raised before (he eyes 
of hundreds of millions as the 
champions of Indian natibnalism 
against the white intruder, and, 
henceforward, they are the domi* 
nant and recognised power with 
whom we have immediately to 
deal. They have been raised to a 
tuwering pedestal of fame and 
eminence in the eyes of all dis¬ 
loyal elements in India as having 
inflicted upon the mighty govern* 
menc on whose functionary the 
saiety of the whole country de¬ 
pends. such humiliation and de¬ 
fiance as has not been known 
since the British first trod the soil 
of India... Gandhi has become the 
symbol and the almost godlike 
champion of all those forces 
which are now working for our 
exclusion from Indie." (ibid, 
p.49951 

Winston Churchill now proc¬ 
laimed from (he house too that he 
was against the policy of “surren* 
der" to the nationalist movement 
He declared himself against the con* 
versetions end agreements between 
the Viceroy and Mehetma Gandhi. 
He was not wrong in thinking that 
Gandhi wanted the expulsion of Brit¬ 
ish from Indie. He was also right in 
his belief that Gandhi stood for the 
permanent exclusion of the British 
textiles from India. He was not far 
wrong in holding (hat already the 
young Nehru was preparing to "su¬ 
persede" him m the leadership of 
the country. But Churchill was not 
right in describing Nehru as Gandhi- 
ji’s rival. The young Nehru would 
succeed Gandhi with nis consent end 
encouragement. And the great Tory 
leader was completely wrong in 
thinking that his crusading seel 
would M able to reverse the course 
of history. 

Churchill accused Gandhi of trying 
to substitute brahmin domination for 
British rule in India. This was not 
Gandhiji’s intention. Nobody did 
more to awaken the innate power of 
rural India and of the depressed 
classes. It was largely because of him 
that they secured the right of franch¬ 
ise and a share in legislative power. 
Churchill had no appreciation for 
Gandhiji. Bitterly did he denounce 
those who held parleys with this 
fakir. With unconcealed distaste he 
felt constrained to acknowledge that 
Gandhi had “deep knowledge of (he 
Indian people“ {Ibid, p.S012}. The 
Willingness of the princes, he was 
prescient in holding, “to enter a 
lederal Parliament" was largely due 
to the belief now “spreading so wide¬ 
ly throughout the masses of India" 
that the "British Raj will shortly 
cease to exist" and in tW face of this 
they had "to provide for themselves 
and the states under the new reg* 
ime." (Ibid, pp. 4952). 
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Delhi Cloth Mills: 

Swraj Paul’s next target? 


Swraj Pauli the London* 
ba^d Indian tycoon has de* 
ve^oped an imereai in the 
Delhi Cloth Mills and may 
soon acquire lu shares, re* 
portedly. through Harish Bha 
sin, leading Delhi stock brok 
er and president of the Delhi 
stock exchange. The Bharat 
Ram (amily. which controls 
DCM with about 12 per cent 
of the shares, has naturally 
started panicking l>e€ause 
together with the new incen* 
j’^u/ xo .nsestors 

■ -. — »■ and his iloui at t Safoarjung 

Road, Mr Paul is a potential threat. Their prtiblem is 
further compounded by infightings within the family 
which has apparently reached a breaking p'lnt anil 
could further weaken their position If the linaricial 
institutiims, which hold a bulk of the shares, decide to. 
or ure forced to back Mr Paul, the Bharat Ram family 
could lose Its hold over the company. 

In Itself this is no oig deal—companies freqiienilv 
change hands. But DCM could become a test case not 
unJy for ihe soundness of the government s new policy 
to encoui age noivrehideni investments butwl^i for the 
role of finaneiji instiriuions in comp.iny lakvoveis 
According to biisincs-s circles. Mr Paul has already 
acquired enough DCM shares to make a hid for the 
management. Some believe that, if Mr Paul wants to. 
he will .succeed in taking over the company. But one 
thing is clear. The financial institutions. suU recover¬ 
ing from the shock of how the chairman of the 
Industrial Development Bunk of India Mr N N Pai was 
unceremoniously fired, arc ut the moment, treading 
softly on the takeover path. Any pressure on (he 
firianciai in»iitutions. from the Paul lobby in ivihi. 
would not go unnoticed and will bring an avalanche of 
criticism upon the government from industrial circles. 

Assam Rifles may takeover 
charge of north-east’s security 

The union home ministi v is cunsidermg h proposal to 
rejuvenate the Assam Rifles which has been Niagiiat- 
ing dt its strength of 21 battalions since 1 ‘JCK and give 
it a more effective role in border defence and counter* 
insurgency operatiuns in the northeast. Both the 
defence and the home ministries feel that the aimy has 
been ovei used in the insurgency plagu«*<l niHtheusi 
and (hai a single para miUtarv outfit should takeoier 
the overall charge uf internal security in the region 
Both the minisines are unanimous that the year 
oid Assam Rifles would fit the bill .since it has deiailt'd 
knowledge of the treacherous terrain as w’ell as *i 
tribal life. A pi opo»al has aUo been mooted to shift the 
urmv’s Counter Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School 
(CljfWSi at Vairengte, a Kill township on the northern 
lip of Mizoram to a .W'sere sparselv populated North 
Cachar hill station. Haflong. the reputation of the 
ClJWS as a counter*insurgency school has spread far 
Md wide. The school is now finding it difficult to tram 
the increasing number of batia]ion«» In their pre- 
induction courses at its present site 


Step-motherly treatment 
to certain public sector units 


The step*mnihcrly treatment l>eing meted out to 
certain public cector establishments is becoming in* 
creasingly glaring. The Reserve Bimk of India, the 
Slate Bank of India, the Overseas Commiiiucation 
Services and Ihe .Shipping Corporal I on of India, to 
name a few, stwnd vrores of rupees for their tup 
executives tn live in luxury. The legend in the stock 
exchange towers in Dalai Street in Bombay is Chat the 
fliMirs from the* 1 lith upwards )« very posh. The reason: 
The Reserve Bank of India hac taken over tli(n>e floors. 
On the uiher h.md the buildings which house the 
(General Ho^i office and othei 'Ivvser* urge ni sail cm s ere 
neglected. Thv wurking c*iu* iron men i of the ill pa id 
xiaif nf i>u^h oig.inicatioiis is pulhvlic and even the new 
communicaiiuns niinisu<r Mr VN. Oadgil does not 
bnthet tom«pcct the OPO duiing hi«fietpieni visits to 
Bnmbav. his prvdilvitions Ixuiii; fur .iiiconditinned 
exchanges Tml.iv ilio posi.il M<tff in Bombay do not 
even have ptoper nniluims In cnniiast, the RBTs 
|HHins are 'diessed to kill’ ni (heir summer and winter 
unitnrnis 

Jaspal Singh decides to fight 

There me nulicarions ih.ii the (ontroversial police 
official oi Banxia. Mr Jaspal Singh whose transfer led 
to blooily nuts last Deiember. n prepariiiB for a Iasi 
ditch srami against the date government The director 
of the anti coriuptinii bureau. Mi Mujbutiiiihji Jadeja. 
has been asked lu look into the causes uf Ihe rints and 
to find out il Mr Jnsp^l Singh dinharged his duty, in 
ki^eping with Ins position Though a court lecemly 
upheld Ihe si.irc governmeiu's nghi to iranvfer him. 
Ja>pal .Singh is m rui miH>d lo give up and is reported, 
to have seiil a let let lo Mi .)<tdi*ja challenging the legal 
validity uf the ini|uirv 

Sathe's remark 
enrages Vidarbha MLAs 


The up)Hisifii>n .icid rul¬ 
ing parfv Ivgisl.ituis 
from Vidaibha arc up in 
arms against ihi* union 
minisrei foi fcitiliseis. 

^’a^alM Sat he for re 
fering to them ns ''use* 
less” and accusing them 
of neglecting the piob* 
k*ms uf Vidaibha once 
they liecamc ministers 
The legislarujs haw 
thrown the same alleg.i 
tion back at Mi Sathc. 

lovluR pr..ic..tt.d Vida.. t-« ' ,dH. 

bha's problems in Pailiament. lie failed in get a giu 
Itased peluKhemical unit in Vidai blia or e\en a wagon 
maiiufactuniig ceiiiie at Badneiu. The legisiaiors 
claim that they have succeeded in getting educational 
and medical facilities foi Vidaibha. Mi Sathe who 
hail> from Vidaibha is probably feeling left out of thv 

C rowing mnmenttim of the movement by Vidaibha 
fgi«|utoi> lor development ot tin* utva. 
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR ELECTIONS 


A testing time for Dr Abdullah 

Will the National Conference maintain its hold in the Valley? 


Srinafur: Kdshmir ruday is a mix uf 
forces' comrnunalisis, powerhunftry 
orators, money'hungry businessmen 
and genuine nationalists It is these 
forces that ibe political parties will 
either have to align with or fight, 
when the state goes to ihe poUv 
early next month. But above aJl, 
it will be u test for the state's young 
chief minister Dr Farooq Abdullah. 
For, this, in effect, will be his first 
electoral battle without the Sheikh's 

( presence. U will also be a mandate 
or his chief ministership. 

In the state today, there are nine 
political forces which have decided 
to jump into the electoral fray separ 
ately—the National Conference 
(NCi. the Congressfl), the BJP. the 
Janata Party, the Dal, the 
Jamaat*i*]slami. the People's Confer 
ence, the Awami Action Committee 
(o1 Mirwaiz Moulvi Farooq i and the 
stdte Panther Party tied by Mr Bhim 
,Siiighi. Attempts at having an elec* 
torn) understanding with the Con* 

( ;re's([) having failed, it is very like* 
y that the National Conference will 
whip up anii'Centre sentiments to 
gainer support. Already, it has 
ordered cassette recordings of some 
selected speeches of the late Sheikh 
which are to be played during the 
election campaign Among these is 
the Sheikh's most controversial 
speech during his last days, deli¬ 
vered on Martyrs' Day m 1981, 
wherein he criticised India for her 
''designs to enslave*' Kashmiri Mus* 
lims. "Whether it is India or Pakis¬ 
tan, or Indira Gandhi or Gen Zia, we 
will never bow nr submit to any of 
these." he had said. Report^ly. 
there are even plans to circulete, in 
the Valley, copies of the Uon of 
Kashmir's will. In his will Sheikh 
Abdullah had appealed to the people 
to defend the “fort of the National 
Conference” as only this party could 
defend the' interests of the Kash¬ 
miris. Or 9 April this year, Farooq 
Abdullah asked the people to reiiim 
the National Conference to power, 
‘‘lest they faced another spell of 
Congress(l) misrule." 

But it may not be totally smooth 
sailing for the National Conference. 
The party has iti share of problems 
too. Or Abdullth's success will also 
depend upon the unity among the 
NC leaders. Dissidents in the NC 
include Dr Abdullah's brother*in- 
law*^*rho WAS a claimant to the chief 
ministerahip of Jammu end Kash* 


mir^and a number of iiaidimers 
who have been oppoend in the chief 
minisrer's friendly i^veriures tu the 
centre*. (Dr Abdullah had cam* 
paigned fur the Congress*! during 
the Delhi electums in a bid to wimi 
the Muslims' votes.) However, Be¬ 
gum Abdullah, Sheikh Abdullah's 
wife, has thrown her lot liehind her 
son and accompanied Farooq Abdul¬ 
lah to Pminch. a gujar dominated 
area, where she has coiKidcruble 
influence. .She has also reminded the 
petiple ihai her son is only carrying 
on nis laie father's task. 

The Congressth in ihe state is a 
house (lividetl. One faction is led bv 
Syed Mir Ousim. a senior Congress¬ 
man. who was the chief minister of 
the stale in I97S but stepped down to 
let Sheikh Abdullah take over, after 
the finalisation with his accord with 
Mrs Gandhi. The other faction is led 
by ihe FCCd) chief. Mufti Syvd. 
Syed Mir Qasim would like lo have 
an elecioritl understanding wiih ilie 
National Conference, so that his par¬ 
ty may nnt suffer the humiliating 
defeat in Kashmir that it did in 1977 
Besides, argue Mir (Jasim's men. the 
Cimgressdi's interests will be better 
served if the paitv enters into an 
urrangpmeni with the National Con¬ 
ference. For, if Dr Abdullah does 
continue in office with the support of 
the CongresstlK that itself would act 
as a restraining factor on the chief 
minister. Mrs Gandhi, however, has 
decided lu support Mufti Sved and 
go it alone in the elections. Conse¬ 
quently. Syed Mir Qasim's group has 
been isolated from the rest of the 

AhdulM: facing » 






Mate unit of the party. So much so 
that Mir Oasim did nut even accom¬ 
pany the PM on her recent visit lo 
ihv stale. 

The reastms that have been adv¬ 
anced l>y the Congress(I) for not 
having an eleciural alliance with (he 
National Conference were, firstly, 
that the latter has acquired "com* 
munal overtones” and that its mflu* 
enceblimiied lothe Kashmir valley. 
Secondly, the Congresstl) feels chat 
ii should not he associated with the 
National Conference since it (Con¬ 
gress 1> is opposed to rhe cuntrover* 
sial Resettlemeni Bill passed by the 
slate Assemblv and any alliance with 
the NC would amount to a tacit 
approval of this Bill. 

Meanwhile, the Janata Pariy. 
which finished second in 1977 with a 
tally of 1.1 seats (11 from the Jammu 
legUm and two from the Valieyl. is 
loday. a shadow of iis former self, 
following Its spill It the national 
level. Most of its members have left 
ihe party and joined either the 
National Conference or the BjP and 
at the time the Assembly was dis* 
solved by the Cuvernor, there were 
only two Janata members left. As a 
result, the BJP has gained tn iinport- 
ance in the Hindu-dominated Jammu 
region. The Jamaat-i-Islami. which 
came on the political scene by cap¬ 
turing five seats in the 76-ffleinber 
House in 1972, has now increased its 
suppon in the Kashmir valley and 
the Muslim pockets in Jammu. Its 
workers have proceeded quietly in 
these areas and after (he Sheikh's 
death, its leaders intensifying their 
activities, npenly denounced the 
state's accession to India, 

However, according to some obser¬ 
vers, the people of Jammu Kash¬ 
mir are getting divided along region¬ 
al and communal lines. Wnile the 
Congressil) is confident of winning 
in the Jammu region with its Hindu 
majority, mernbers of the National 
Conference say that it is sure to 
maintain its hold in the Kashmir 
valley {it had lost only two seats in 
the Valley in 1977) and will also 
improve its position in the Jammu 
region. Will Dr AMullah (leader of 
the party most likely to win the 
elections), who has maintained a 
secular imaae. speaking out against 
communal elements in the state, ulti¬ 
mately woo votes along communal 
lines? 

A Correspo4sdent 

( d9 






ANDHRA PRA DESH 

A sanyasi now rules 
the state 


HycUrabdd: Mr W. T. Rama Rno has 
always been u colourful figure, more 
to from (he time he ascendecl the 

t ioiitical firmament. But now he is 
lierally one. In a dramatic turn to 
his polirical career. NTR decided on 
14 April to become a sdffron robed 
yogic CM With a saffron angavos- 
thram (shawl sJun^ on the left shoul* 
der) and rudrakshamala (hat com 
pitted the attire of his newfound 
state , N. T. Kama Kao renounced his 
family and all worldly pleasures to 
become a sanyasi. Though he means 
every word of what he says, it is 
disconcerting to note that he cannut 
seat his reservoir of histrionics. On 
the contrary, it comes bubbling fur* 
cefully and natutally to the surface, 
particularly when in the company of 
filmland folks. However much NTR 
may choose to deny it. the fact 
remains (hat he cannot tor perhaps 
he does not want toj sever the umhi* 
licit cord that connects him to the 
celluloid world. Fur. the saffron clad 
NTR sprang this surprise at the state 
film awards fesiivAl ut Tirupati. 

NTR is a three*dimen»ional man 
whose psyche is a fine meshing of 
religion, politics and drama. As NTR 
believes with undiluted conviction 
that a divine pattern exists behind 
coincidences and conjunctions. He 
might have derived a great deal of 
satisfaction from (he fact (hat on 14 
April, all the three dimensions of his 
personaliiy harmonised, almo$( sym* 
Dolically as it were. He made known 
his decision at Tirupati and for NTR. 
an ardent devotee of Lord Venk 
ateshwara. there could not have 
been a more sanctified place on 
earth. It was a function that encom* 
passed the film world, and he was 
present in his capacity as chief 
minister Indeed, it was a sangam of 
religion, films and politics. What is 
more, he had chosen to announce his 
metamorphosis on 14 April, Ugadi, 
the Telugu new year's day. 

In his powerful emotion choked 
voice, NtK said that it was the 
shocking reports (hat he had re* 
ceived earlier in the day about cer¬ 
tain barbaric acts committed by men 
(he was referring to the rape of a 
four year*old girl by a man well over 
50 years) that had compelled him to 

abjure the world in disgust. He in* 
formed the eudience, slack iawed 
with wonder and amasement, tnat he 
had donned kashaya vasthra (saffron 
robes) after a oriaf raja pooia, 
adding* "I am no longer your lustful 
and gorgeous*looking Rama Kao but 
a yo^ chief minister who has de- 
cieed le giva up everything in his 
pursuit rn root, out corruption and 

SO 



STH- i^hyin/i *i loit* 


bring ihe glury back to Andhra.“ 
In keeping with the image uf an 
ascetic he nas becumo j regularlan 
and fur a meat-loving NTR this is 
indeed a sacrifice 


Rationabminded people would 
ridicule NTR. who like a, magician 

S lulling out one rabbit after another 
rom nis hat. evinces a unlq^ue flair 
for coming up with one doltish idea 
after another. One cannot help 
wondering if NTR will sit crossleg- 
ged in the padmasana pose in future 
sessions of the Assembly. For all you 
know. NTR will and what is more, get 
awav with it. If any other chief 
minister had attempted half the 
things (hat NTR has done so far. he 
would have bee^ ridiculed out of 
office bv now. Bui as a sanyasi. 
should he not renounce politics too 
and head for the hills, meditate on 
mankind's savagery and bestiality 
and in course of rime atrain nirvana? 
No. tur according to NTR. "A saint 
must rule rhv state. People should 
feel that their leader is not attracted 
by worldy things, that there is a man 
01 dharma at the helm of effairs." 
Once again NTK revealed liis deep- 
rooted conviction that he is but a 
pawn in (lie hands of divine powers 
and when uiiened on whether his 
deiisiun was sudden ur (he ourenme 
of iriirospectton he replied, *'(iod is 
leading me. He is clianging the direc* 
non of mv life fiom lime to rime.'' 

When this I’uncspoiident met him 
at Sriharikota after the launching of 
SI.V -3 on 1? ApriUNTK was in his 
vnyasi attire * sa^ron robes, rudra* 
IcitsifM and it da22 ling angji js- 
thram with gorgeous mirroiwink. If 
anything, the new hi (ire cTihancoK 
NTR's handsomeness. A sacrilegious 
Maivmeni, no doubt. 

Anita Prdtap 


Now, an epic film on Nehru? 


Bombay: The (landhi fever is afllici* 
ing people in many and varied wavs. 
Apart from overwhelming and emo¬ 
tional audience responses, film* 
makers appear (o Iw set 10 offer a 
spate of productions inspired by Sir 
Richard Anenborough's Gandhi 
There is talk of a Jinnah film in 
Pakistan, and the irrepressible f S. 
Johar threatens to produce four 
'quickie' sequels, one of which is to 
have (he ludicrous title Candhi mee/s 
Jamas Bond. While Johar's claims 
have been dismissed as an outlandish 
joke, (he news of an Americao's plan 
10 make a film on Pandit Nehm. with 
Nasceruddin Shah in the ltde role, 
has created a stir. 

William Greaves, (he American 
ftJm-ineker. was in lodia early lost 
year and apparently said in an inter¬ 
view with (ne National Archives of 
Orel Histc^ that he is planning a 
series of six films on Nehru, each of 
(WO hours' duration, primarily for 
American (elevision. Neseeruddin 
Shah was mentioned as a possible 
choice for the Nehru role, ^ita Patil 
end Shaba na Aami were said co te in 
tbe running for the role of Indira 
Candhi in the film to be made in 
collaboration with Shyam Senegal. 


Bvtai I hi!i Mage. Greaves'plan dues 
not even appear to be on the drawing 
board. Renege I. when contacted, said 
thal Greaves had briefly talked about 
4 film on Nehru but nnthmg concroie 
had been decided. Amid these pri* 
vote denials came Aimi's public Mate- 
menr (hat she has nothing to do with 
Greaves' proposed project. 

The Nehru film, from what Greaves 
has told the Oral Archives, would give 
a composite picture of the first Prime 
Minister’s life and also inevitably 
include a good deal of personal detail 
without which nothing is saleable on 
American television, Thni^h Greaves 
has apparently met Mrs (jsndhi. the 
details of (hat meeting have not been 
revealed. 

Greaves, a black documentary film¬ 
maker, who returned (0 the USA 
about a moftih ago. is not expected 
back here in the near future. Whether 
the Nehru project ever materialises 
or not. Greaves* interest is under* 
standable. The idee is no( only in* 
spired by (he success of GandhJ and 
subsequent curiosity about India, but 
probeoiy also influenced by (he cur* 
rent popularity of biographical dra* 
mas on American television. 

Ea|Bl Bikshi 





the feeiibUiry of fertilise iflAftta i& 
the state and had suuetted one each 
in Ahmednaur, Bioh and Nagpur 
and five to other states. But ultimate* 
ly Maharashtra got only one. Gu¬ 
jarat. which also produces its own 
£45. does not give a single cubic 
metre to any other state. It is very 
obvious that decisions are taken on 
political grounds and not because of 
economic viability. Mr Sharad Pa war 
alleged. 

Exposing Dada’s weakness in deal¬ 
ing With Delhi, Mr Pawar said that 
today lakhs of rupees worth of gas is 
being flared when the state has Men 
begging for this gas for its turbines. 
The state has alM given a written 
undertaking that it will convert its 
gus turbines to oil when the centre 
needs the gas in three years. But the 
centre preters to burn up this natu¬ 
ral waste rather than meet the entire 
neodv of electricity for Maharashtra. 

The state's problems are manifold, 
particularly with the rising hopes 
and aspirations of the neglected 
areas and sectmn like the farmers, 
landless labourers and the drought 
areas. Kor insiancei of the Rs l.nO 
crores pumped into the state by 
financial instiiiitions, bfi per cent has 

gone to Bombay. l-iS pet cent to 

Maraihwada. one per cent to Vidar- 
bha ami the rcinuining io the rest of 
tbe state. Of the jobs created in the 
last two years, 81 per cent were 
created ih Bombay-Pune-Thane re- 
gnm. 

In this volatile atmosphere, poUiic- 
j| inviabihty as a result of bitter 
infighting in the ruling party, will 
place the state m a position perhaps 
worse off than it was under Mr A. R. 
Antulav and Babasaheb Bhosale. 
Olga Tellis 


MAHARASHTRA 


Dada's weakness is 
Pawar's strength 


Bombay: The man happiest about 
the fierce dissension over the ^lec. 
tion of president for the hapless 
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress Com* 
mitteed^was Mr Sharad Pawar uf the 
Cong/es»(S) who is ever present on 
rhe sidelines waiting to capture the 
chief ministership of the >tate. Prof 
I. S. M. A seer's choice as MPCCtIt 
president would have eminentiy 
suited Mr Pawar's ambitious designs 
Prof. Aseer has no mass base in 
Aurangabad, nor any organisational 
capacity. He is not even a ra/oka 
leader and has remained a secretary 
of the Congress Party, which he 
became when be gut his break luily 
after Mrs Gandhi split the Congress. 

A w eak Congressd) is a boon to Mr 
Sharad Pawar who has been liteiallv 
bombarding rural Mahaiashtru with 
his high-powered propaganda technJ 
gues. Ah he savs, in the la^i three 
months he loured 27 of the .14 dis¬ 
tricts in the Stale's, visited 2.^0 
Assembly constituencies and 110 col¬ 
leges and two universities, meeting 
farmers, students, youth grniips and 
people from ail sections of society. 
Thesituaiinn in M.iharashiia in 
will be like Andhra Pradesh, he 
predicts very conftdvnrlv. 

After the presentaiion of the >t,ite 
budget proposals (nr 1983 64 bv the 
.state finance minister, Mr .Sushil 
Kumar Shinde. the Vidarbha legisb- 
tors who are the must volatile in the 
Ctingress(l) are further convinced 
that with Mr Patil at the helm of 
affairs, the worst fears. Vidarbha's 
neglect have been confirmed Basi 
calTy in the state’s cotton belt, there 
are still no agro-based induMries 
revolving round this ample cash crop 
in Vidarbhu. As the legislators com¬ 
plained. despite the glut in sugar 

K roduction. nine new sugar factories 
ave been cleared—most of them 
already in the thriving sugar belt of 
western Maharashtra. On the other 
hand, not a single cotton spinning 
mill has been cleared. There is a 
tremendous shortage of yarn in (he 
state. The requirement of the state is 
114 spiitning mills, each with a 
2S,000 spindles capacity. Tlie power- 
loom needs 241) million kg. hand 
looms 12 million kg. Against this, the 
availability from the cooperative 
sector is only 10 16 inillinn kg and 

from the textile mills sector 12 mil¬ 
lion kg. The net deficit therefore is 
209.84 million kg. The people of 
vidarbha feel that Vasamdada is not 
convincingly putting their needs be¬ 
fore the sufians of Delhi as he does 
in rhe case of the cooperative sugar 
factories (to which he is committed). 
The state government has also 


PrfltUr rSikr\inn fWuW 

lucked loiMugt* III lobbying for ferli- 
liser pUiii'. bused on gos trum Bom¬ 
bay High. In (ho state Assrmblv. Mr 
Shurau P.iw.ii said thai .illbough 
Bomb.iv High is in Maharashtra, the 
Slate got only one fertiliser plant. 
OuiMiat goi two. Rajasthan one and 
Madhya Hradesh one. The Coverri- 
meni of India will s]K*nd Rs 800 
croreH for laving (hr piiMdme for 
Guiarat's (wu plants in addition to 
meeiing the tontinuing espeiidiiurv 
for compressors along I he pipeline 
This means ihe prise of naphta will 
be more- and iheu'forv the price of 
fertiliser will increase. The Oil and 
Natural Cus Ciimmission had. Mime- 
lime ago set up ,i com mi I lee to assess 


CPKMj's murder politics 


Agarlala: TIk* 1 npnra shiet riunisici «m that day The Bishalearh police 
Nripen Chakiahoi cv's repealed station which used tu give him eguard 
assurance lhai be would "pioieti all refused lo provide Parimal Saha a 
|icople' siHifld«n1 hollow afivi h>s own guard on lhai pariiculai dav in spite of 
parcvmen reccnilv huuhered a pnon repealed pleadings. 
iMng vuung t'ongtfSMlt leade r ranm The mvp«<ior general of police, 
al Saha and his c*»usm at Bishalgaili Kamcndra BhaiiacAarjya, said that it 
unlv 20 kilrunciies a wav tiom here was a preplanned murder. The chief 
li» brother Moiilal Salta c-srapoU at- minisicr ver\' reluctantly admitted 
lef being struck with a Jjo. His faihcu thai h was a political murder but 
Sukhlal Saha was convincc'd dial his refused to ideutifv the party which he 
SOM was killed Mivw Mig a conspiracy thouglic was responsible. Motdal Saha 

hatched ai I he liigheti echeliui nf ihe said that he could identify a r least 13 

CPliMi long baik ni I97H. “The CHiM) workers who attacked them. 

CPIiMi irkd to burn us alive about 18 Penple in Bishalgarh whom Sukoav 

monihs hack bv selling uur house uii (alk«?d i» were of the view rhat only a 
fire” ho said CID enquiry woxdd bring out the 

.Acenrding io .S.iha all evi- truth. They recalled that vmen a CID 

dvnees poinitHi lo ihc* fact that it was enquiry into the murder of CPliM) 
a well planiH-d attack. Dic’ir neigh- MLA (jautam Dutta in 1980 revealed 
bvur lUidnulal sahnaCPliMi MLA uf that his own partymen were the cul- 
Bishalgarb diilted from his house the* pnis. the inquiry report was hushed 
previous night and manv leachersand up. Rajmohan Das, a fisherman who 

students ut the local higher secondary hails from Bangladesh said. **£>00 

school did nui attend school ihe day there I have not seen (he type of 

ihe murder look place. Two houses killings 1 have seen during ihe last 
near where (he Saha bnithers were five years here.* 
ambushed, uhich wore occupied by 
CPliMi workers were aUo oesrtted K. C Choudhuri 


TAMIL NADU 


A few drops for a 


water-starved city 


Madras: At last Mrs Gandhi's seven- 
year old prumise of supplying Krish¬ 
na water to Madras city has come 
true. 6ui the modalities of the 
scheme appear to be so impractical 
that the hard-bitten citisens here are 
doubtful of the feasibility of this new 
scheme. The more discerning ones 
have called it a political gimmick in 
which the centre's only intention is 
to upstage the state government. 
Admidst much fanfare, (he defence 
minister, Mr. R. Venkataniman, who 
along with the union railway minis* 
ter, Mr A.B.A. Cliani Khan 
Choudhury. had flov^n all the way 
from DelKi. released into the city 
conduits, wagonloads of Krishna wa¬ 
ter brought all the way from Vi¬ 
jayawada (Andhra Pradeshi by 
southern railways (SR}. According to 
the arrangement, SR will supply 
three lakh gallons daily in rakes of 



Knsttrti wuitr filt-sting or burden? 


75 wagons each lo the water-starved 
City 

the central government eked the 
maximum mileage out of the occa* 
Sion, with speeches made by the 
union ministers against a backdrop 
of banners remmoing everyone that 


iunont (Aetrokfg^r sirpp- 
ly.” Mr Ve»ataramen who repre* 
sents a city constituency thanked Mr 
Choudhury for this gesture of good> 
%vill and tor coining so quickly to 
save the people from the throes of 
water scarcity. Mr Choudhury. the 
star of the occasion, who wallowed In 
(he alhround publicity, described 
Mrs Gandhi's anguish on seeing a 
waterstarved Madras cityrwhen she 
recently toured the drought-affected 
spots of Tamil Nadu (although she 
seems to have gairied this insight by 
.speeding through the streets of Mad¬ 
ras well after dark}. Mr Choudhury 
claimed that the railways had come 
to the prompt rescue of the city on 
her specific instructions, Not a single 
state minister was present at the 
function, not because they were pi¬ 
qued (which they defmitely were), 
but b^ause they were not invited, 
The state government is nettled in 
more ways than one. Although (he 
SR's offer sounds very magnani¬ 
mous, it has scant effect in mitigat* 
ing the city's acute water scarcity. 
The railways are providing I/ISO of 
the 4$ milijon gallons per day that 
(he metrowater currently supplies 
every alternate day to the consumers 
of Madras. A peltry 0.6 per cent But 


l/Vfll the son return from Kanakapura? 


Bangalore: On 15 April, the Kernate- 
ke chief ministeri Remakrishne 
Hegdc, refused to be a chief minister 
for a few hours. Insteed, he was just 
an ordinary Indian cioaen going lO 
file his nomination pepers lo conceit 
the crucial Kanakapura Assembly 
seal, the election ro which will lake 
place OR IS May (Kanakapura is 
about 60 km from ihls garden city,) 
There was no fanfare, no police out- 
riden or police patrol vans, no convoy 
of dorens of vehicles to accompany Mr 
Hegde. The chief minister, along with 
his family members and cabinet col¬ 
leagues, went in only three vans to 
Kanak^ura. 

At 9.00 in the morning, while min¬ 
isterial colleagues, who had assem¬ 
bled at the CM's residence, readied 
(he nomination npers, (he salt-and- 
pepper bearded Ramakrishna Hegde 
m white cAuridar and off-white kuna 
prayed to the family dei^ with h» 
mother, and his wife, Mrs Shakuniala 
Hegde. Shortly afterwards, the CM 
with his family (which included his 
pretty) curly-haired little grand¬ 
daughter who kept on asking her 
grandfather. "Where are yuu going?" 
only to receive the same reply with a 
broad smile. "We are going to Kana- 
bapura") rook rheir seats m a gre^n 

Macador. Ministers of the state fol¬ 
lowed in two other Matadors. Only 
one vehicle carried a small Janata 
Party flag. Among the ministers were 
K. D. Dave Gowda, S. R. Bommai. J. H. 
Patel. A. Lakshmisagar, H. Raghu- 
pa thy and Jeevijava. The pride of 
lace was occupieo by Mr K G. R. 
indhia, the former MLA froa Kana¬ 
kapura who had resigned his seat to 


enable Mr Hegde to contest 
As (he ihree-van muiurcade left ihe 
city and entered Kanakapura consti- 
tuenty, arches welcomed Mr Hegde. 
At various points, villagers stood on 
the mam rnad with huge garlands and 
Janata Party flags in their hands. In 
Uttarahalli. a few villagers blocked 
the road fivcing the moiorcade ii> 
Slop, As Hr Hegde alighted from the 
van. followed his wife, drums and 
wa/aga fa shennaMike instrument) 
burst into musK. Elderly villagers, 
almost bent with aM. offered the 
garlands and xha/is m fruiis and au¬ 
spicious coconuis. Mr Hegde and his 
wife were (hen asked by ihe villasers 
to accompany ihem to the village 
temple, close by. off the main road. 
There the priest offered his blessings 
once again and handed a packet of Rs 
500 tu the CH with (he condition that 
Mr Hegde would use the amount f« 
his deposit. As the motorcade left the 
village, slogans rent the air. "Ramek- 
rishna Hegde. rindabad." "Janata 
Party nrvdaNid" and "Priya fUmak- 
rishna Hegde lindab^d.'' In fact, 
there were so many stoppages cm the 
way to Kanakapura that wnat is nor¬ 
mally a one-hour Journey took more 
than three-and-a-half hours. Even at 
Kanekapum, the people would not 
leave the CM. Said an old Muslim 
woman, "He it our son. Today we will 
not leave him." The chief minister 
end his wife vrere taken in a proces¬ 
sion to the Deguia Math and the 
monument erectM in honour of Mr S. 
Kariappa, a freedom-fighter end 
founder of the Kanakapura rural edu¬ 
cational aoeiety. The Muslims too took 
Mr Hagde and his wife to tha Jamt 


Masjid. 

At J.IO. well into the afternoon, Mr 
Hegde made his way through ihe 
thousands of people whu hod 
gathered at the ra/ukauffice grounds 
to the raiuke office where the assis¬ 
tant commissioner and returning 
officer for this byelection. Mr C. S. 
Kedar, was waning. The nominaiion 
was proposed by four people, Mr K, G. 
Thimme Gowda, a leader of the vok- 
kaligas who had refused the Congres- 
s(l) nomination to contest the election 
against Mr Hegde (incidentally Mr 
Thimme Gowda had been refused a 
Con^ess-f ticket in the January 19b3 
elections), Mr K. G. Srinivasa Murihy, 
the Janata MLA from neighbouring 
Satanur constituency, Mr Abdul 
Watid and Mr M, V, Keerthi Hasan. 

According to local people in and out 
of Kanakapura. wliom this correspon¬ 
dent met, (here is no way in which Mr 
Hegde can lose the seat. In the last 
elections, the Janata candidate. Mr 
Sindhia. had won the seat by a margin 
of 13.000 votes defeating the Congrea- 
s<l)'s Mr Appaji. This time too, the 
Janata Party expects 7S per cent of 
the electorate <85.000 voters) to cast 
(heir votes. "The votes will not be 
divided." said local man Abdul 
Hasan. Mr fiangarappa has not been 
able to makelny dent: He was booed 
and eggs were throvoi at him when he 
went to campaign for his party. 

As for the CongreM(I). it has de¬ 
ad^ to field a Scotland Yard-trained 
detective, D- Linge Gowda, a 
tired inspector of pmlce, who speciai- 
iaed in traffic control. 

Tlrthankar Ghosh 










tiaun fh* 

•tat* govtnunaac li compallad to 
grecioualv accapi (ba drops of water 
prafferaa by tno ceaera. However, 
the shallowness of the SR’s scheme is 
borne out by the fact that the met* 
rowaeer itself supplies IS lakh gal¬ 
lons a day to the rail way si Metrowa* 
ter naturally preferred that the rail* 
ways transport water to meet their 
own needs so that, to an extent, their 
own burden would be relieved. 
Although Mr Choudhury has given 
the assurance that the railways will 
extend this scheme to benefit other 
stricken towns of TN as also double 
the city supply, the SR is still reluc* 
tant to meet its own requirements on 
the plea that it lacks storage facili¬ 
ties. This is despite the fact that the 
SR does have a ground-levaI reser¬ 
voir with a itorage capacity of six 
lakh gallons at Ennore, near Madras. 
Another excuse peddled by the $R is 
that it does not having tidings near 
the reservoirs. It takes two to three 
weeks to put up a siding and the 
water crisis is not going to be re* 
solved in just a few weeks* time. In 
fact, the real crunch is expected only 
by mid'June. Moreover, the SR is not 
agreeable to giving a quality certifi* 
cate regarding the potability of wa¬ 
ter at the delivery point. Thus, while 
the SR has augmented the water 
supply it has also, by the same token, 
augmented the work of the overbur¬ 
dened staff of the metro water 

From the metrowater'i point of 
view the central government under¬ 
takings are the largest consumers of 
water. The Madras Refineries Li¬ 
mited accounts for 20 iakh gallons 
per day. the Madras Fertilisers Li¬ 
mited consumes ten lakh gallons, the 
railways 1$ lakh gallons, Indian Oil 
Corporation one Takh gallons. Port 
Trust five lakh gallons and the CRPF 
two lakh gallons a day. Against this, 
the SR’s supply of three lakh gallons 
per day is a mere pittance. 

What has incensed the state gov* 
ernment is that the centre is gaining 
so much publicity out of a gesture 
that really does not help solve the 
water problem. Already word is out 
in other states about how the SR has 
turned out to be Madras' saviour. At 
the same time the state government 
is compelled to maintain a stony 
silence, as exposing the non-viability 
of the scheme would sound churlish 
and ungrateful. The consequences of 
rejecting the offer outright would 
have disastrous consequences on the 
voters who spend sleepless nights to 

( :e( even one bucketful of water In 
act, sensing the state government's 
reluctance. Mr M. Karunanidhi, 
DMK chief, had demanded to know 
in the Assembly whether the admi* 
nistration had rejected the offer. 
The minister for water supply. Mr $. 
Raghavanandarn. hastily reassured 
the House that there was no question 
of rejecting the we ter although it 
woulo be subjected to potability 
tests. Whit has antagonised the siete 


/. 


gffHnmmit ficrtber is thee ther^ 
were no official talfca regarding rliis 
matter. Until the sudden arrival of 
the wagons, they too were in the 
dark about the SR's scheme. In fact, 
the state government end the south* 
ern railways communicated with 
each other only through the press. 

It is imperative to conduct potabil¬ 
ity tests before releasing the water 
into the city conduits, as the water is 
being transported in oil tankers. So 
far on a daily basis, nearly 15 per 
cent of the water is rejected because 
kerosene traces have been detected. 
Although the rest of the water smells 
overpower! ngly of kerosene, it is 
nevertheless fed into the pipelines 
after diluting it with 'good water' nn 
a 1:20 ratio. This correspondent took 
an opportunity to see and smell the 
Krishna water brought in the tank 
er$. The odour of kerosene was so 
strong that the Instinctive reaction is 
that the railways hava solved not the 
water but the kerosene shortage in 
the city. There were pieces of flot¬ 
sam m the water that churned one's 
stomach But that, according to a 
metrowater official, was only 'undis* 
solved solids' in the raw water which 
need not cause alarm as the water 
would be created before reaching the 
consumers. 

The scheme is also phenomenally 
expensive. The SR irKurs an expend¬ 
iture of Rs 1 S lakhs every day for 
transporting the three lakh gallons 
of water from Andhra Pradesh. In 
other words, the Krishna water costs 
Rs two per gallon whereas the met- 
rowaier spends Rs two for 800 gal¬ 
lons. A much more productive ven- 
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(ufowMltflAvf bgen for cbe e*aorg 
to allocacg funds to si ok s«v*r«l deep 
bore wells. This would alao have 
been a more longterm solution. 
Meanwhile, a proposal was mooted 
by Mr N, Sunderraj (Congress—I) ro 
transport, water from the Ney^ll 
lignite mines where there is an esti¬ 
mated flow of 1.6 lakh litres per 
minute. The member's suggestion Is 
that the unused pipes of ^e Veere- 
nam project can be used to transport 
the water to Madras. Although the 
state gnvemmeni claims it Is looking 
into tne proposal, it is nor Coo happy 
at the sugge'fiion, as this means i 
possible revival of the DMK* 
sponsored Veeranam project, which 
despite being found technically 
feasible, hed l^n put on ice by the 
AIADMK government for political 
reason. 

If the centre insists on transport¬ 
ing water it would have been far 
more sagacious to transport water by 
ship. A small tanker with a capacity 
of iO.tXK) tonnes can transport w.OOO 
lakh gallons. If two tankers ware 
employed to bring water from Para* 
deep. Madras would have received 
60 lakh gallons every third day, On a 
daily rate it works out to 20 lakhs 
gallons—six times more than what 
the railways is supplying at the mo* 
rnent. And the cost would have been 
the same. But the -central govern* 
ment is adamant. After all, the 
scheme is getting it a lot of benign 
publicity. And such dividends ere 
more than enough in the political 
calculations in India. 

Anita Pntap 


ORISSA 


Heading towards an 
open revolt? 


Bhubaneswar: Orissa is heading for a 
massive political crisis. The latest in 
a series of events, is the virtual 
demand by eight ministers to oust 

RagbunerA P9ta$ik:uJum9lafn to CM 



one of their colleagues for his 
alleged acts of interference and mis¬ 
behaviour. CM J.B. Patnaik, natural¬ 
ly, is a Worried man. Faced with 
multiple attacks from all sides, the 
chief minister has become desper¬ 
ate. First, there are the dissidents 
continuously sniping at him. Second, 
IS a series of allegations of corrup* 
tion—the mustard oil being the 
latest. And now has come the revolt 
by eight of his ministerial col* 
leagues, four of them senior cabinet 
ministers. 

It hapgiened when the high com¬ 
mand was reviewing Orissa's i^itic* 
al situatloQ during toe middle of last 
month. Chief minister Patnaik sent 
three senior colleagues, education 
minister Gangadhar Mahapatra. 
agriculture mmister Beiudev Maha¬ 
patra and the hariian welfare minis¬ 
ter Ram Chandra Ulaka to Delhi. By 
that time It was known that the 
organisational elections in Orissa 
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J«in $n. vihrim tnd imhAStctllv ««l«vanl. hM 
•urvlved ihe r«v«g 0 s of lifDo ond boon k9pt 
vlfluillv intict In Hi o'lQtnal glory 

£vory phiio of Indun in li ropristfited by t 
Jiin version ond iich ont of thorn »i worthy of 
mot^culoui study ono undorvtindiog. 

Tho firil in (he leries of miny vofumet, 

VOLUME J; SOUTH INDIA ri a magnihoertily 
produced and splendidly lflufire(ed book. It 
presents a historical, artistic study end 
devefopmant of Jein art, architecuira. sculpture, 
pa inti ftp and other art forma, evaluating th^r 
contribution (o the mein •stream of art in Indie. 

This painstakingly researched volume with an 
axhauativt, euthoritativa text explores in detsil 
meny little-known pieces and monuments, rere 
sculptures, paintings and epigraphs from 
Andhrs Pradesh, Temli Nadu, Karate. Kamaiaka 

Aft MAII Aft CIIaPA SA llJfthArftAkd^A 


SOUTH INDIA 

By IdtP Dr. C. 5lvir«mpmurtl 
notpd MhoUr And MAtorlin. 

Fortword by Mm# Mirkltttr. 
Mrt. Indira Gandhi 

A 'HMES OP INDIA PUBLICATION 



Some of the hlghlighta Includa: 

* Earliest Jain templai In India at AlholaS 
Kanehi 

* Natural caverr>a with aarly Brahml 
inscripiiona in the Sattern Ghats. 

* Rock cu I cavta and sculpture a I Bade mi, 
Ellora and Kalugumaiai. 

* Bahubali Colossus 

* Exquisite bfonzas raprasenting 
Tinhsnkaras. Yakshai and Yakshis, 

* Rara anciant palm laaf manuscripts 
including thosa at MoodbldrI 

* M u ra I s fro m E Ho rs. Sittannavasa I. 
Tirupparuttikkunrtm, Sravanabaigda, 
TYrumalair ArmamalaL Vijayamangalam. 
And many mora plctura^ua views of 
tampla citias and ancient aitas. 

A wraalth of material for rasaarchars and art 

lovers avarywhara, 
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hAd be«n virrutJly put olf and that 
under no circum$tu)ce$ could Pat- 
najk*$ nominee become the Pradesh 
Congre5s{I) president. But lo ensure 
that his nominee somehow got 
nominated by the high command, the 
three ministers were sent. However, 
the high command is apparently in 
search of a man of stature, li was just 
some days after their return that the 
revolt started. Eight of the ministers 
went in a delegation and told the 
chief minister very bluntly that un¬ 
less the chief minister cUpi>ed the 
wings of minister of state, Basanta 
Kumar Biswal. they would carry 
things in their logical end—open 
revoTr. 

This perplexed the chief minister 
and he even suggested that Biswal 
and (he ministers sit together (o sort 
things out. Hut that too whs re)ecied. 
Mr Painaik whs further told that 
Biswal was getting away wnh a lot 
because he wjs under the protective 
wing of the chief minister They 
inuiiiiHined that once the chief 
minister's protection was removed 
they would be able to handle Biswal. 
The ch^ef minister then met some of 
the ministers individually and final¬ 
ly sen I Biawnl to Delhi to gauge the 
mood of the high command. But the 
issue hfls not yet been settled. Tlie 
ministers nnw feel that either the 
chief minister dr<ip> Biswal or faces a 
revolt in the party The eight minis* 
lets are» education minister (tan- 
gadhar Mahupaira, agriculture 
minister Basudev Mahapaira, hari- 



f.B f’er/iuig* corru'iixt 


{ an w’elfare minister Ram Chandra 
Uaka. finance minmer Raghunath 
Patnaik (these four are cabinet 
mimstvrs). minister of state for in¬ 
dustries Kishore Patel, minister of 
state for health Harihar Karan, 
minister of state for tourism Jugal 


Kishore Petaaik and minister of 
state for Irrigation Niranjan Patnaik 
(who is a close relation of the chief 
minister). 

There are three theories circulat¬ 
ing in political circles, as to whv 
these ministers took such a stand. 
The first is that they had genuine 
complaints. But this is unlikely, be* 
cause Biswal's style of operation has 
been (he same for the last three 
years. But only once had ihe finance 
minister sent a four page note alleg¬ 
ing misbehaviour and interference 
by Biswal. The second reason is that 
the three emissaries had gauged the 
mind of the high command during 
(heir recent visit to Delhi and 
wanted to be on the right side of the 
wets ih't be. And the third reason 
ing floated is that the whole game 
is one of shadow-boxing. The chief 
minister has reolised that Biswal is 
the single largest reason fur the 

! :overnment's poor image and there* 
ore this had been engineered and 
leaked to the press to make Biswoi's 
removal possiote But this does not 
seem likely for the adverse publicity 
it is gettingiis much worse. 

In any event, the chief minister is 
certainty in a tight corner and is 
lasing his clout with the high com¬ 
mand, with dissidents becoming bol¬ 
der. the threat by his ministerial 
colleagues and, nut the least, the 
emergence of a powerful Janata Par¬ 
ty under the leadership of Biju Pat¬ 
naik in Orissa. 

S.P. Nanda 



A dangerous method of birth control 


Secunderabad: Thu amiouncvini-ni in dt-imiv dirvtioi .general. 1)i B.N. S«i* 
lanoHiv (hi»yei<r hvihe Indian Oniii- vna. ihai the diug had iHi'n ‘'shccco 


vil of MedKul ReH-aich iKMR). th.ii 
thv lojeviable contracopme. 
rinreihi^teiunc-, is ready for mass unv. 
ha:« sounded ihe aieri umune medical 
acllvists. One vuung feiiitinst docior 
involved in the women's healrh move- 
mem fears that ihc stniiegy of ihe 
population conirollers is lo 'push it 
through’ befoi'v people even begin lo 
raise perttneni questions about the 
safety, side-effects and suiiabiliiy 
The March 1993 Issue (»f the Medico 
Friend Cintv Bulletin has urged all 
concerned people lo bruadcast io (he 
lay public ihe dangers of promutitig 
norethisieconc in a mass programme 
The Centre for Kducation and Docu¬ 
mentation, Bombay. (CED) has pub¬ 
lished a IS-page booklet entiOea /n* 
.rectab/es* i/nmacuMte ContnveptifHi. 
detailing the areas of abuse and warn¬ 
ing aboui the possible repercussions 
of the government giving a green 
signal (0 the inclusion of this method 
in a mats family planning programme 
When CED members approached the 
lCMR-affiiiat«d Instirutu for Ke- 
search in Reproduction For more in¬ 
formation un NKT'CN (brand rtamo of 
the nvw injeciable), they were told 
that nu information on the drug could 
be released This was despite ih« 
widely publicised claim by the ICMR 


lullv*' ivsiv-d on ^.bOli u-«>mvn in 14 
centres round the iouniiv. 

Raxcaily normal mjuciable. like 
NKTKN and the mi»re cumioversial 
Dvp(»-pro-rera. pivveni conception liv 
inhibiting ovulation and bv making 
the uterus hostile to the implantaiion 
of (he fertilised ovum The side* 
effect*, some of which uce-dispuie<J. 
irsclude menstrual cham lunprodiit- 
able and irregular bleeding!. imivmIiIu 
inferiiliiy after discoiiiinuation. 
ptMsible chances of breast and vervii- 
al cancer (disputed >. apart fiom a h<*si 
of less serious but uncomfortable 
symptoms including headache, back¬ 
ache. decreased hmdj^ nausea and 
fatigue. 

However, while ihe side-effects are 
rt of a ragirgt medical debate, what 
chers the opponents of ihe injeci- 
able all over the world—including rhe 
Washington-based Health Research 
Group (affiliated lo Raloh Naderv—is 
ihi«! the target women oeiog |■arsJl‘«' 
revipiems of a shot-in*tbe arm every 
three months, there i\ tremeiulnus 
scope for indiscriminate use and 
ubusa, vspeciallv if targe is«rienied 
monetary and other inevntives are 
involved. It is feared, thai ihe reci¬ 
pients being illiterato and ill- 
informed. they may not be fully es- 


S 'lamed what the side-effects arc. Ii is 
eared that ihv injectable will bv 
adminisiered without the Informed 
choice* of (he women concerned. 
Aclivisis have received innumerable 
examples nf such abuses from those 
Thmd W'orld countries where ihe in- 
^estfible IS humg used on a mass scale 
In (he West it has been known to be 
used in a selective way on browns, 
black* and other disadvantaged sec- 
, iiuns. although the drug has noi b^n 
uffuiaily approved for wide use in 
both CsA and UK, Instances have 
l>een cited of ihe injeciabie being 
used without the Informed con?$eni ot 
the recipients (a girl in Scotland was 
given (he contraceptive drug under 
(he guise nf a glucose injection). 

The scone for abuse is bi^h in a 
country like India where injcciinns 
are considered the best form of medi* 
cine and (he injection is seen as a 
panacea for all ills. The question 
hemg asked by opponents of the in¬ 
jectable is: should we be developing 
methods (het are easier, fa:*ter and 
mrwe convenient for those whose oniy 
interest is to curb popiria/jon /trowtrt 
itt anv coax, or should we be develop¬ 
ing new techniques that are safe and 
involve wumen in controlling their 
own fertility? 

Vimaf Balatubrihmunyum 
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Gladstone Lyai! introduces your 
''at home'''remedy for nicotine and betel stains 



^^mokers 

Toothpaste 

Brings confidence to ycMir smile 
brushes away stains 

Smok^ri Toothoait* it • HMCial formula ««rilh natural 

oM and Sir^tova 4 h aafaV cImas tha ambarMing atatna, |ual 
Ilka • denitsi would And caraa for vour loath and 9uma 


Also available ' 
<hjs Khus cool 

Tooihpasia for your 

whQia fam<)v 


Mamdactutod by Dantltrtc«a» TfHiMla 



GIHE) SlIMD 4 YmpJMT' SECllOM 



misetciUly thv hcix* 
nffiLc.T}iiiiM> wvrt* 
ha«l n hi'ri 

I film for bjm.Tb 
leMih wysXd.i/nstar 
ririf* K«ike*^an<l.ftft.«prtf* 
Jt* wirli Ohrrui 

uMcl Sveta hU’Ittii Thv 
him. 4 small om* i>y any 
M.imlards. H 4 > i (.'leased 
and wjs ail iiivtant hmc 
COHN. The ar'l the 

smile came hack >>11 
Kakt'h\f.K 4 ' ••n*'* 
Rakesb ha'' %*' M•••»•ve*v 
Mk.niMiv Ai ureseiii 
K j kesh I s n I as I iiK 1 h e lead 
role 10 VishtvanHiirs 
Siin/i/i^.fiiuna. a him 
aManisr dotsi^ 

Vi'hw...Hlli Will als 4 » 

i*it V f .>iio’lu‘i film hii 
U.ikesfi h«» vd on Ins MM* 
Sinai aw imJ xiiuiri and 
htI, S. 1 / 0 . 11 . 4/1 


I t N ii vloj vol love II IM \i 
siuht; of two vr»ioi....' 
pie Ani/riit/ffj (srand 
daughter of the ttiear 
Aa/ioK Kum.fi fniui Siimf 
/f.afiii/Mvhii mci on a 
rainvnisht and the sioiv 
sues Mil . riu’ two s I non I 
maiiv. many liafipv Umui s 
loKvihci Hal thesl<iiv 
Joes Mot emhlHoefoi 
Anui.ulha'. 1 nhci^^a M‘i\ 

iveal.hv *iidiisMia1iM > 
ito.»ro I .ippio, I !on 

daoain. i shu .ia>hip ocrii 
Sunil. Well, the loveis 

(TONS all rht' <ihsiacles on 
tlUHi parli iM happiness 
This, Ml slioi I. Is lilt' SlOl s 
cil a ricM him. ao aim*, 
leleuse f’/i// A.m ts- fat 
s<Mf. hiieiled hy,/airita 
ivs/tiaerryss AVim/a ^ 
Khithen aiui piodiii ed hv 
Shaileiulraaod Mis V l< 
Harfnn/djvhv tiliiM .is 
shill in Hhoiial 

T ht'day Hakfs'a Kovlrari 
ilisyiiveieii di'i'i im 
K \ 'tsh I »'a f 1 a r h o *1 s > 1 iT, •. 
his hie liHik one Imu hi; n 
and s haiiueit loi ilie hei 
ic'i*. His caieei asaiiacioi 

lill then was III a total 
mess Asa pnnlucei ho 
had faied a liiu liascn 
when his amhihoiis i dm 


t J t.fjiHt hetk* 

M alum still has not 

stopped talkins about 
his hat-trick chat has come 
as a real hiKist to his 
c a reel One after another^ 
ihfoeot hisfilmv—Xdin« 
talual. t*asananttit/ Madi‘ 
K-athHUi and Oopuianfal 
A'aiear/ni/aj—were hlt.s. 
Mohan IS really delishted 
hv his success. Though he 
lia s u 1 1 ead V esc a hi i shed a 
pryttv^oiid I ruck record of 
over .to films hi four yeera. 
1 he ihi ee vucecsses com- 
niK in a 1 ow has pushed 
him lip several notches 
hifther. But Mohan, trying 
10 W niodeMfSays that It is 
not because of his talent 
hut his arfod luck. He jtoes 
on tu .idd that not mtinv 
stars have this kin t 
luck. 


a 1 . 10 // ••vii/fiiKiui 

ilii* uossip pi4>s« 
like the p . nav Inn ihi' 
inoie he a< i.id M*lh more 
hehetomi .diA'ids . lolH il 

Jr’dmn lleluJi-rsiuii .1 
;’|i'.' .ilh d K'liohoe 'Viili 
/^4'csrir lOn .isih« iH.r*MO»- 

and hvi ms;«.| M.ukh.raas 
ihe inmlnct • •ndihepvs- 
sjp^oloiia *,«• hate 
ahvadc m o'ed wiitinu ah 
oui the passioiiale.iff.iii 
I HU w een Krena and 


A fter K. / I mmer i*i«d« d 
.m.iy tiinn l!ie wene 
a nd Hit fa 1* k \w/e sw n ch* 
cd In louiter roles. 
M.dasalam cinema has 
I enhavin •. dearth of 
sdlaiit' 10 fx Alioined 
M.«ilM|irc . a.nwere 
. -I :rijra .rs hit this 
'.vo."*n» .!• 'SI. Xe^and 

’ ’ .. .utxv ni the 

•ndi c’«u< 1 1’s 
Is/ioK kumat is any in. 
dicnlion. he should make 
M IhK Hex has the deep, 
cruel. rukSXed looks which 
nukes all the difference 
Ke took hjs eillainv a bit 
loo far w'hvn he delivered 
a fH*ne lefi Jiruik to hero 
/.a/u .tfex Vjaw Theiii' 
lured f.alu hit luck with 
espial frn ce and the shoot- 
iiiK had to Ih* held up. Rex 
MsdnlvU'en slum peel 
' i the ohriquel f'uxifl 
fss.ji 01 *• <f:*salam films. 


A l* • I . X ir MUh Strug- 
. **<ai ncluded a 
* m^ei steike, MadhaU 
Rjnna Rau has finally won 
Ids baitle with the censors. 
He has succeeded in get* 
ting his latest film Pra- 
iasakrAi cleared at last. It 
may be recalled that the 
censors gave him a rou^ 
time earner for hii film 
VVp/aba .^nkftam. There 
coo. he had resorted to a 
hunger strike. PrayareJr- 
ch/. stresses the need for 
adult education and ex¬ 
poses how godwomen and 
godmen are cheating the 
rural people hy mas¬ 
querading as represenca* 
lives of god. 


L I MCiK’s .s.i//i.vasii«u.os. 

hc-i r was a sfivLidl 
makeup nK»m that was re- 
'a'lvud exclusively for ihe 
ureal Ml*K. Once hv re> 
iKuinced f 1 1 ms a nd 1 urn ed 
10 poliiicspihe riHiffl re- 
mairu'fl kicked up. After a 
long lime. Simji Ganvian 
w’a«allowed ro use It. No¬ 
body else got the privilege 
of u«ing the room. Now it 
appears that SivajPs son 
/Tahhix ha-< been extended 
the privilege of using 
MfiK’s meMup room. 
IVahhu neturelly is 
I hr il led 
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Suyteyiiwit 


Beginning 1 May 


By AMRrTLAL 


Mnu <1S A»rtU14 Hcv) A 

^ for Mfy* 

y tpynottob# 

o»*a v Q« rt tnd conMrv* 
. ,. >^«3yoor fMourcM. Tbaro an 
ct>«KM thoi mftrty of you mignt fil m 
lovo. On tfto piofMiiorMf from, howovo^. 
ba eojUoua lor ff>oro migM ba Mvara 
ravansla in ctort ter you. ThOM o< you 
who hava baOOad to go or\ a aftort 
)oumay. wMl ba dtaappointao. 

Gaol CiMt: 1, 3 and 4. 
lucky namBan: 2 . 7 and 8. 

FivowaM lirMdaa: Eaat. 


nr - 1 TAUmit (1S May-il Jaaal 

l^^;r^^4Thia waak a aplandid 
^^^^^•opponunay wW coma your 

uaa of it. Slaady 
prograoi on (ha pmfaaaionai from wiN 
load to financial gaina. A favourabia 
waak tef buainaaaman and Ihoaa in 
soacuiaiiva Mi Woman ara iikaiy lo 
racaiva from abroad. Tnia waak 
look! naky lor romantic vanturoa. 

Good ditei: 5. e and 7. 
lacky aunbart; 1. 4 and 8. 

FavaaraMt diracttaa: Waat 


GEMINI (1$ Jaaa^U Jalyf 
This waak foracaais alow 
L ^ yC}but aiaady orograaa You 
wift ovarcoma ydur diflicui* 
* j 1199 by sbaar dmt of hard 

work, eutfnaaaman ara advaad to atan 
maktng naw mvaitmanta ai tha and of 
the waak Your domaabc affaxa mil ba a 
aourca of mapiration and happir'aas. 
Thoaa unarr^teyad ara Hkaiy lo racaiva 
laitara from abroad ragardino ihair 
caraar. 

Good dflH: 2. 4 and e. 

Lucky aomboro: 3, 6 and 7. 

Favoarablo dfrtcllan; North. 

S CANCER <13 July—14 Au- 
flutl) Slailar influancaa 
maka ihia a lucky oenod lor 
you. Gusinassman may 
atah on now vanturaa and 
oroteaaionala are kkaiy to gat promoiad 
StudarRa wW gain bonoura ter tnau antra* 
currteular acbvibea. For thoaa m lova, tms 
la a good waak ter you. Sacrat mealings 
ara teratoid. Kaap up your corraapond* 
oncaa nNh your frtanda: it 
tha near futura. 

Goad MM: 1. 3 and 8. 
looby ■aaban: 4. s arte 8. 

PamaraHa diraillaii: Nordvwaai. 


a^^^^^barf Thia la an aaeabant 
^weaktordteaainloueainca 
^l^yeurdraamaaraMyioba 
by^ I teWiad. Thoaa of you who 
va unampioyed. yew chawaa ara bright 
■n tha ccmmp Muie. Old frfartea might 
coma to your halpand you ««■ aland to 
gain m maiiara ol buair^. In Inanctal 
manara you ara adidaad to changa you 
outook' try not lo ba ^ axbavagant 
Qaad daiia: 3. 8 arte 8. 
laity wabara: 4. 8 arte 8. 

FavaaraMt diradlaa: Somh wa ai 


Odabai) Your tertunai do 
not teok itetNawaek. 
L^y^^'C^Thoaa n buameaa or am* 
\ pioyad alaevmara wia htva 
toahouidar AtetofraaponaMbbaa. Twa 
iragN hampar your aocwi Ma. Law auto 
and dabia wM cauaa groM anuaty arte 
thara wil noi ba any aokjbon Vm weak. 
OuaidonaMa romancaa rnay ba avotead 
as tms migm poaa terthar proMama. 
Oaad dalai; i. 6 «te 7. 
lucky MMibart; 2. 3 and 8. 

Favaarabla dtraadai; waai. 

B ligRA (II Oitakar—14 
Navanbar) DespAa minor 
probiama. Ih« waak wdl 
prove 10 be a fatey good 
ona. Luck wM lavou you m 
more ways lhan ona you tiruneiai con* 
rkbon w4i mprove'arte your family anl 
hava a comtonabia una Thoaa n au* 
thonfy wW ancouraga you naw vanturaa. 
You ara Uialy to mhant propany through 
a banalactor A shod joumay in tha 
mtediaof tha waak wW prova vteiltfwNa. 
Gaad dalvs: 2. 4 arte 5. 

Auiky Aotobtrt; 4. 8 and 8 
FavovraMt dirtMlM; West. 

B SCORPIO 11$ Navsrabw—14 
^Oacawbar) This wdi Da a 
^vary busy weak tor you. 
0 You wM ba on you loep tha 
^ whola weak wtei both ofii* 
ciai and domestic duties. At home, one of 
you near ones wM get m#nad. That wiH 
mean mcurng a tel of aipendrturas. 
Those of you vi tha rtakiganee dapart* 
mani. an irttermation from a secret 
source wM chtfige you fortune. 
Speculaifva vanturas should ba avoided. 
Gaad datts: a 8 and 6. 
lucky SHBbirs: 1. 3 and 4. 

Ftvaanbla dlracbaa: Soud>>waat. 


fitegy lAOtnAfUM (1$ Oasan- 
baf^14 Jaaaarr) ThIa week 
uAV|^ayou wdl ba fret from al 
kinds of troubtaa. You muat 
mi TrFjWdhteft you enargiaa Mae* 
whara. You can antei mto naw businaas, 
^aka ehangas in your profeaalona 
cwraar» try to solva your property maOara 
or go out on a plaasura trip Oo not 
heartaia to aaak favours from thoaa in 
authority. 

Oaad dMai: 2. 4 and 8 
Laeky aanbara: 7, 8 and 9. 
fa vaiaibla diiKliaa: Souih. 

CAfRlC0HN(1l'JaMafy-14 
^Fakraary) This weak you 
^ (S3 yg will face financial difficuL 
lA^rn^^ltas. The money you had 
n saved ter a rainy day wM be 
dramed oui. Af home, an ald^ mambar 
naght (all aerlousiy ifl. At efftea. it is Quite 
that you Ml not gat you salary. Gut 
don't worry. R ii only ter a brief period of 
bma. In mattefs eoncering romanca. 
go ahead. 

Gaad dam: i. S and 8. 

Lacky aaiabafs: 3, 6 arte 7. 

Fivaunblf dlradlan: 6asi 

9 ^ AOIMRIUI (1$ PHraary^H 
Marckf This phase is part* 
cuiarty favourabia ter thoaa 
saaking amploymant, 
fnartes or partrrars. On tha 
cvotaaaionai from, you troubles wai ba 
spivad wrlhoul much effort. Raiahvas wtii 
corrinbutf 10 your heppinass. Sportsman 
and craabva ahiits wMi ba honoured A 
lueky waak ter those appaarirte in ax* 
amtfrahons. woman are Hkaly to 
racerva prasa m s Ot ^awaiiary 

(Mr datai: 3. 4 arte 5 
Lucky nambars. 4. 8 and 9 
Fffvoarsblt dirsctlea: South-east. 

j PISCES (16 Mireb—14Airtll 
Apart from ona dark spot, 
this weak looks vary bright. 
You might have proDlams 
\ with you haatih. Those 
employed, you mil be aakad to shoulder 
with a tec ot rasponsibiiftias. but try not to 
overstrain yoursaif. Policemen and those 
in ths army will raceiva awards ter thair 
bravery TNs is tfao a very favourable 
week ter pokocians. For those m love, tha 
arte of tha weak looks ong^- 
Gael dMtt; 2. 3 and 8. 
leaky wmm: 4. s ano 8 
Fmearabla dkacbaa: West. 


Par IM ban aa Mm Moat of you in uauady vary mtafagani 
and axtramafy brIgN, atewaver, soma of you w«t sudcv trcm 
iii-haaNh throughout tha year which wtu force you to spar'd .i tot of 
tims in bsd. Naturally, tua win msxa you an axrovan. depenoatg 
whcHy on your pararXa and immediate larrWy mambars who wM 


bacoma you beat friartea. Whanavar you ara wel, try to s^and a 
lot ot kmaou of dobra and enioy youraen. You'ara a^iaaO to 
taka up a career n wniing. pamti^ or ciaaateai muste arte you ara 
dalinrtaiy going to pioapar. A word of cauuon do not taka up )obs 
m lachmcai fwidi 
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PURfr hir buycuit uf duti«i by the 
sehityjts ipries(>|. th« deities in the 
bri J4i|{«inne(h temple here went 
without the cooked food offerings 
me/i4pr««ied^n 18 Meuh 1983. 
Their eb»reniion reeuUing in non* 
performance of the ritual uf offer 
ing$ was in protest against the action 
of the temple munagement prevent 
ing all hut a handful of them from 
entering the shrme hours before the 
President, Mr Zait Singh, visited it 
for darsftBn. AU the mehapresaJ 
valued at several thousands of 
rupees was buried to the utter dis* 
^pointment of countless pilgrims^ 
TVrnes of tndi$ I Arindam A. Mngup* 
ta, Calcutta) 

AMRITSAR; A local deputy superin' 
tendent of police, who will be rellf' 
ing in six months after reaching the 
age of S8 years, has written to the 
Punjab governmeni offering his ser 
vices as a police officer without any 
salary after hi« superannuation. Both 
the local SSP. Mr S. S. Bains, and the 
IC Punjab. Mr V. K. Sawhney, are 
understood to have strongly recum 
mended the D.SP's application to the 
Punjab government for appointment 
after reiiremcnt. But ihe Punjab 
home secretary, Mr Amrik Singh 
Pooni, has not considered the repre* 
sentation of the DSP so far. An 
inquiry into the conduct of the offic* 
er. against whom there have been a 
number uf corruption charges was 
ordered by the Punjab government 
some time back —Indian Express 
(Nancy Koul, Srinagar) 

JAMMU; If you are unmarried wed 
soon otherwise you will not be enti* 
tied to a plot fur buitdinga house—at 
least not in Jammu. Oruler a new 
rule of Ihe slate governnent, “un* 
married persons'* will not be consi< 
dered for the allotmeni of govern* 
meni plots. The development oiinis* 

, ter. Mr L. Sabir, does not think that 


the rule is di8crimcnatory^7>/6une 
fS. M. Mehta. Chandigarh) 

BOMBAY: He gave his blood 100 
limes and won a diamond ring. Tbir* 
ty three^year-old Haresh Bhuca, an 
insurance officer and father of two. 
is thus the champion blood donor of 
Maharashtra. Presenting ihe ring, 
the Maharashtra Governor. Mr 1, H. 
I^ilif appealed to the people to emu¬ 
late the example of Mr Bhuta—ffrn< 
du (B K. L^ldas. Madras) 

SHIMOGA: A new ‘‘currency” in heu 
f»f the legal lender i$ being used 
«imung the hoteliers in Shinoga. 
Thev issue tokens of different de 
nominatiurts instead of small change 
which, they claim, are valid even in 
KSRTC and many shops and hotels 
111 the city. The hotel owners 
claim that coins and notes of lower 
denominations are in short supply in 
Shimoga in recent days. That is why 
they have lu go in for token money— 
indiMn Express (Prakash R.. Eanga* 
lore) 


NEW DELHI: Courtesy pays and 
pays handsomely, a very rude bus 
conductor Has learnt. Normally rude 
'to everyone, the coriductor turned 
polite to an old woman on a day 
during a courtesy week his organiu* 
non was observing. Moved by the 
cvurtcxius conductor, the old woman 
left him all her wealth when she 
died. The conductor told pressmen, 
who met after learning of nis inheri¬ 
tance. that he was very rude bv 
nature but since the courtesy week 
was being observed, he considered it 
his duty to be polite—/nd/a a Express 
iMaj. B. k. Salwan, Zunheooto) 

TRIVANDRUM: A group of young 
men, belonging to the Hindu Young 
Men's Association (HYMA). today 
performed a symbolic purification 
ritual "to purge the Kerala Assembly 
of its impurities.” The ndfukalasa 
(ritual purification) was to protest 
against the unprecedented scenes of 
bediam during the just^conduded 
assembly session. HYMA volunteers 
came to the secretariat gate carrying 
brooms and buckets of water muted 
with cow dung. They swept the 
ground at the gate and then ipruik* 
fed water over ir- ^rfjoes o/India 
(K.S. Prakash. Bombay) 

MEHSANA: The chemistry question 
paper of the Higher Secondary 
School Certificate examination wsa 
being sold in the town oo 6 April for 
Rs 1500 Just hours before the com* 
mcncetnent oi the examination. A 
member of the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad. Mr Klteadra 
Patel got a cyclostyled copy cd the 
Pdper 81 II am. -iadian Ex¬ 
press <HJ. Thakkar. V.V. Nagar 
Gujarat) 


We were never impressed with 
Gandhi's ideology. The Sikhs suf¬ 
fered longer than Gandhi. If today 
there is a lot of noise about Gandhi, 
it is because the majority of the 
population is Hindu—Harchand 
Singh Longowal. AkaJi Dal chief 

The film (Gxndhf) basically wanted 
to show a little man struggling 
against the Briti^i empire. It had 
no time or energy (or the real 
Gandhi—Ved Menia, renowned 
writer 

1 know as much about politics as 
Ra^iv (Gandhi) knows about 
acting—Amitabh Bacheban in The 
Tines of India Sundav Review 

The manner in which ihe nuclear 
issue is progressing has had a 
crushing effect on .Soviet-American 
relations. Nobody imagined that 
these relations would m all cosi* 
ness and kisses when Mr Reagan 
came to office^TTie hconomist 



tin Kerala) I was xrruck with two 
things. One was that the people 
were devour churchgoers ..On the 
other hand, I could not help but 
notice how irrelevant the church 
was to what the people really 
needed. In fact 1 predicted that 
Kerala was ripe for a major adv¬ 
ance of the communist party...! 
realised that the church was not the 
answer—Newly-elected Australian 
PM Bob Hawke on how he lost his 
faith, ia an interview with Philip 
Knightley in Indian Express 

If I had my life to live over again. 1 
wouldn't. Lifp is a privilege. Mis¬ 
takes shouJo be dropped in the 
wastebasket—Gloria Swanson, the 
silent movie queen of Hollywood, 
who died recently, quoted in Inter- 
carjooaf HaraJd Trioune 

Batamanahip is a very hard job 
bacauaayou have to face so many 
balla and only one ball can get you 
eul easily—Zaheer Abbas 
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HARYANA'S DIVIDED OPPOSITION 


DISSIDENTS WOO 
OPPOSITION IN MP 



Dtvi Lai: fighting hia ptftymtn 


Wrm Mr Devi Ul heeding the 
$Uie unil of the Janeii Party, ii 
seems that Mr fihejen Lei does not 
have to worry about any problems 
frun the oppotiiion. The Lok Del, 
which couJo not form a government 
in the state after the last Assembly 
elections, split into two after differ* 
ences arose between Mr Devi Lai 
end party chief Chaudhury Charan 
Singn. with the former Joining the 
Lok Dal <K). Subse<iuently. the Lok 
Dal (K) merged with the Janata 
Party. As soon as Mr Devi Lai 
entered the Janata Party, a repeti* 


j tion of the 1977-79 period became 
* evideni:<tuarrelUng broke out be* 
twcert pro and anti*Devi Lai groups. 
(The first blow to the Janata party 
after the 1977 elections was deli* 
vered by Mr Devi Lai when he 
dismissetl Mrs Sushma Swaraj from 
the state cabinet. Later, during the 
1979 split ia the Jaaata. Mr Devi 
l.al was the torch bearer for 
Chaudhury Charan Singh.) Now 
that Devi Lai has become the presi* 
dent of the state unil of the Janata 
Party he has started hitting our 
against Mrs Sushma Swaraj, 
want Rai Tayal and Baldcv Tayal, 
who had opposed him during the 
1979 Janata split. The result is that 
Mrs Swaraj has refused to work as 
arty treasurer and Devi Lai in turn 
as issued a show cause notice to 
Mrs Swaraj to evpiain her action. 

The case with the Lok Dal is the 
same: the leader of the legislative 
party, Mrs Chandrewati end the 
state president of the Lok Dal are 
up in arms against each other. Such 
is the situation in the Lok Dal that 

C irty president Charan Sin^ told 
is partymcn in Kurukshetra in the 
second week of April that though 
the Lok Dal was the largest opposi* 
tion part y in Harya na. ot her op pos i* 
rion parties like the BJP gave a 
better account of themselves dur¬ 
ing the last budget session. 

It IS little wonder, therefore, that 
Bhajan Lai considers his position to 
be safe—ot least as far as the 
opposition is concerned. 


SURYA-. PROBLEMS AGAIN 


.StfAVA. the fortnightly magazine 
once owned by Mrs Amts^war 
Anand. Mrs Maneka Gandhi's 
mother, is lacing problems again. 
After the sale of the magazine to Dr 
.K, Jain and Sardar Angre. who are 
nown CO be close to the RS5, 
relations between Mrs Indira 
Gandhi and her da ugh ter* in* law 
had soured. But relations between 
Maneka Gandhi and the new 
proprietors had been very cordial. 
So much so that two persons close 
to Maneka Gandhi, Mr Menu Sahi 
and Mr Vijay Sond. worked for the 
magazine even after a change of 
proprietors. (Mr Sood had joined 
SuryM in 1979 as production 
manager and after July 1960 hed 
started looking after its marketing 
as well; Mr Sahi joined the 
magizing in June 19S2 as its 
managing editor on Mrs Maneka 
Gandnl'i recommendation ) Now 


both of them have left Surya 
because of the growing differences 
between the new managemeiit and 
the pro-Maneka Gandhi staff. Tbe 
trouble, according to Maneka 
Gandhi's supporters, started when 
Mr Vijay Maroo, known for his 
close links with the R$S, became 
senior business executive of the 
magazine. It was then that the 
magazine, which had till then belo 
sympathetic to Maneka Gandhi, 
became a BJP mouthpiece. Mr 
Manu Sahi tendered his resignation 
on 22 March this year, while Mr 
Sood left on 31 MarciL inspire 
the fact that Dr Jain tried to 
persuade both od then not to leave. 
With the exit of Mesara Sood and 
Sahi. all ocher pro-MaiMka saffert 
have started leaving Surya as well. 
Dr Jain is now left with the task of 
appointing a new staff for ibo 
magazine. 



Sekleche: meeting Congreasd) 
dissidents 


AFTER the snubbing a number of 
Coneress(l) dissidents frotn 
Madhya Pradesh got from the 
Prime Minister on IS March, the 
politics of this state has entered a 
new phase: a number of important 
dissident MLAs from Bilaspur. 
Durg and Raipur have started 
crossing over to ihe opposition 
camp. Not only this, Cemgreasd) 
dissident! are openly meeting 
former chief minister eno 
Bharatiye Janata Party leader 
V.K.Bakfecha for discussions. A 
senior Congresi(l) dissident has 
even started claiming that if 
Andhra Pradeih can have its 
Telugu Desam, Madhya Pradeah 
too, can have its own regional 
party. 

A new angle has been added to 
this political scenario with Mr 
Sakiecha accusing fellow parryman 
and leadar of the opposinon m the 
Madhya Pradesh Assembly 
S.L.Patwa, of playing into the 
bands ot chief minister Ar jun Slogh 
by not opposing him on the floor of 
the House. 


TA£LPIEC£: What does the abbre¬ 
viation RSM stand for? The easiest 
answer, of course, is Raahtriya &d- 
iay Hanch. Bur there are ocher 
answers. The^nost interesting are 
the tongue-in-cheek ones: Rajiv, 
Sonia and Manaka (in order of 
seniority in the Nebru-Gaodhi 
household altar Mrs Indira Gawflii) 
or. Rajiv Baas Maneka. You can 
choose tha one which you like. 

0. E. NIZAMUDOIN 
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Lavender dew 
Luxury Soap and Tafc. 
The enctiantment of pute 
French Lavender. 



French lavender, one oftbe woiid's clfiAalc 
fragrances. Now distilled and blended la 
the /Incst lazury soap and talcum 

G wder money call buy •• 
vender dew. 

Lose yourself in aa enchanted 
world. As the French would 
aay - ‘*Oohla la^ eVst 

magnlHriiie**. 



A CALCHEMICO prodset for qaallty^conscSoas costsmera. 
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The $250 million scooter 


In just twelve years. 6a|Oi Auto hos eorned 
India way over $250 million »n hard curren* 
cies. In foct. the totol is now neoring $275 
million. 

Even more importont is the acceferotion this 
hos given Indio's imoge os o producer of high 
quolity. high technology engineering goods. 

Ar>d we weren't competing |ust m Afnco 
and Asia, but the USA and Europe too. 


At home, 8a|Oj Auto vehicles ploy oil sorts 
of roles. One of them is o litrte unusuol: They 
help the Government mobilise public sovings! 
In foct, right r>ow there is more thon Rsl ,300 
million in post offices ond scheduled bonks, as 
deposits tor Bo|af vehicles. 

TKot's our way. Alwoys trying to do much 
more, much better. 


auto ltd 

Volu» for monoy, for yoort 
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Gladstone Lyall presents 

Khandani Pan Masala 
and Z^rani Patti 

Because some trodihons never lose 

their freshness 

New Khandani tind 

Zafrani Patti have ^generations oi “blending 
experience ‘ behind them. The containers are 
compact — and the contents blended under 
Uboratory conditions which guarantee 
freshness anywhere. Anytime. 
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Exclusive blends known only to genuine Khandani blenders 




FOR A PRINCE AMONG MEN 
A PRINCE AMONG BLADES 


A. 
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Silver Pritici^. A prince 
of 0 Unde. tjv 

iho Oiscornmg m^n for 
Its Stotfiri^ ^fiavrn^ 
perfornieru.t* Sr^r 
Pnrvsf Rofn tf*e Hou'«.* 
Of Malho^ros The 
piuneni (ind le.irtoi uf 
Qud^^fv Indian Olade'; 
Thai have won 
recoghtUon worldwide 
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A MALKOTAA 
>UAtiT> PROOtCT 


n fl^l 


PRINCE 




STAINLESS 








Perfection is no trifle 


X MCuMui r«*sr irf 

i<> <«Xi^uis 

T<r*>» lA irv MniAV* • W^'V 
U*<i^u 6 i«(xn I fitn-o 


, ^ 1 SlillirunUik C'dsmiirv 

I ANUM IkoWiftii 

CF.RAI 

,/ Miyapiri 

M I HM>1 s AI*t«*fM^I JIUuOl 
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stray thoughts 
on Assam 



B > mm tntr\[ of us have a 
fair idea of the inaKniitide 
Ilf Hit* Avs<iin piobkeni; hui 
.IS vi*i Mil I mi* h.is I'ome (ml 
wiih .1 s'i.ilde sill III u>n llie 
probit*m nastit'aletl Hlk*Ma people 
with a linjsiiisiH iirul sucial Kteiuiiy 
ol iheii imii vreii* iiuiiida(i*d bv 
Micii*ssivi* waves of iiiiisideis 
w hose t on 11 n ii«*d presem e 
thieaiens in nbliiri ate iltest* uleiui 

lies It IS Ukv KellmK up one firw* 
mornmK loliiid ibal a Miuallei had 
p IU heif h Is u*ni am f was t ii It is at i iig 
.1 part III voiir ktii Ik* n garden. 

When, wliv .iikI how these ouisul 
4*rs eiiieivd Assam is also itimmim 
knowledp* 'Ihr fust wave nl nup 
siiU*rs wi*ie weU'oini'd smui .diet 
till* tlivKum of the loiiMtrv In 
known .\ss.imes4' imliiK uiiis lo m* 
.Me tolvb.niks loi iheftlst'Ues Most 
nl ihese weie l*^iM l*akiMani Mils- 
Inns A s4s'oihI w.ive tame m In 
esta|H* ilu* wi.nh i4 ihi* Kakisiam 
MU I It at \ Ml .w lime when il I’unked 
doW'U oil Ikiri^Kuh'sii fitx'dnm fi^hi* 
. I Most 1*1 these were llnuhis 
iK'iaiiM’ Krripali H nidus were I he 
piime lai^eis n| I'akisianS I'liiMabi 
am IV Oiheis have Ih'cu t ink I mu 
iMlo Ass.im IvsMiist* o| iM'tU'i iiih 
opixiMiinilies and ihi* avadahiiiiv 
III land 1 1 never was. Mot ever will 
be. veiv dilJuull fm nutsidets lo 
sinuKUle tilt iiiseKes into Assam Ih.*' 
i.Mist* ils Imh clefs can nev'ei he 
ettevlivefv sealed nif. Ami ibimKh 
iin aurtTmeiii tnav Ik* jhissiUIv at- 
iiviii .It alwiiit ihe "etit nff~ date 
•iiul alter l.dmitolls prneediires 
ideniifv those dial lamc ihcreafirr. 
It IS iiunneeivahle lhal aiiyihitiK 
will Ik* done alxnii them They will 
resist any attemjtls In throw I hem 
nut. fLnvgl.uIvsh will refuse to take 
(Im'iu back Indian statev tmiy make 
inkrii pestiiit'^ by .leiominodaiinu a 
lew thousand fit in dies hete and 
there. Uui the rvsr wtll slay put 
where they tire All suid and dniu* 
the pt oh lent is ottc ol too manv 
and tiKi Utile land. The pat¬ 
ient nl kdlntus that have taken 
phice support this content H*ii. Peo¬ 
ple have eniie for strangers who 
•K copied lands and foicsu next tu 
rfieii t'diages ircespeclive nf what 
race or leliglon they were or whai 
language they spoke. It wa» vveiy. 
one against their new neighbours. 
For the Assamese it is Hobson's 
clmiee. whether they call them 
foreigneis or ituisklers they will 
have to learn lo live with thein. Or, 
do what They are doing: that ii. go 
nil killing each other. 

Hnwever. much mora is expected 
from the resr of India than hp 
sympathy The Assamese have 
already developeti a aensa of being 
discriminated against. Like the 
Nagas und M»o» land sometimes 




Gossip 

sweet and sour 

KHUSHWANT SINGH 


kasbmiii Miishnisi ii will nor l>e 
long b(*lou* ihi'v tiHi will »t>iri 
addlessing us .is 'vuu |iHhans".is if 

I he i Will .1 |i«'oph .ipan The elec * 
lioM«. w'oie .1 gilwinis hiM ,i piirdntl* 
.ihle CION ot luduuincni bn tvhich 
tlii*4«|i|io\iiiMn iposi accept Ms share 
ol bhiiiK' Mmwcv(*i. h*i ustmget the 
past .iml ihnik iM what wc c.tn do 
ruiw Alt hough tin ck|H>i r, as an 
Indian, 1 suggest rfio tolluwing 
.steps lust. N'U'.isc* all political 
piisnnvis Set nild. true the 
Assiimesc* pi ess In tin Ihe shackles 
’of ti-nscnship *iml lesiore fieednm 
of .UMK iaiu»M .niM s^K.*ech I'hree. 
iv'iiu^sc* •>tficials w'ho no hnigei cn* 
iov the koiilutence u1 ihe Assunu'se 
^H*ople I'Mii. scl.ip tile Assembly 
.Old leiini’iksi* IheMileiil's Kule. 

Kr'oeers ooio Assim 


i » 






Five. geC th« Assamese leaders 
hack to (he table and tell them 
bluntly that nothing very much can 
be done about '‘foreigners" now. 
Six. tell all the states of India that 
unless they share the burden of the 
Assamese we will forever forfeit 
(heir sense of belonging to India. 
Auden’s Une^ come to mindi 
Acts of injustice dune 
Between ibe selling and the rising 
sun 

In history lie like bones each one 
The future, hard to mark, 

Of ihe world burning in ihe dark 
Where ghosts are walking and dogs 
bark. 

Rain makers 

The predicament in which Mad¬ 
ras finos itself should compel us to 
devise ways and means of ensuring 
regular 'tiipply of water It makes 
httle difference whether we get it 
in droplets from rhe heavens ur 
canahse whut comes down muim- 
lain streams oi have to haul it ij|> 
from the bowels of the eart h. There 
arc two kinds of options n|>cn to u>, 
the hard and the soft. The hard 
require digging up storage tanks 
and uibewells, laying canals and 
erecting water towers. Sof* uptions 
are to remain ut the mercies of the 
lain gods, and if they are angry, 
propitiate them with suiuhle sacri¬ 
fices. Of the soft options the softest 
IS to hire ranrr/cs. Aeing a people 
averse to huid work, w« nave opted 
for tuniiii which has a lot in com- 
tnen with black magic. Apparently 
over a dozen tartfi rcy are currently 
standing neck deep iti water chant¬ 
ing manrsiis to cajole the clouds to 
yield up their treasures. I would 
have liked to descrilw* the exercise 
as making water, but since the 
expression is liable to be misunder¬ 
stood, 1 will call it rain-making. 

The practice is as old as mankind, 
ft is known in the occult world as 
psychokinesis or P,K. designed to 
give the mind control over matter 
and endow it with the power to 
influence the environment without 
physicallv meddling with it. The 
EneveJopaedia ot ReUgion and 
£rh/cs states that "in countries in¬ 
habited by primitive people where 
rain is scarce magico-religious cere¬ 
monies are resorted (o. In fact, so 
important is this aspect of primitive 
cult that a special class of magi¬ 
cians and, in some cases, a particu¬ 
lar totem, are set apart for the due 
performance of rain-making cere¬ 
monies." Amongst (he "primitive’* 
named by the ancvclopaedia are 
Australian aboriginals. Mexican In¬ 
dians, certain African tribes and we 
Indians- Special mention is made of 
Che Kol cribes of Ben^l who regard 
Tarang Bvru or the (^eat Mountain 
who dwells on a range of hills near 
Lodmab in Chota Nagpur as tha 
rain god. The eacyclopaedia has no 


reference to Varuna Japan (prayer 
for rains) in the Rig Veda which is 
being invoked to slake the thirst of 
our Tamilian brethren. 

We all know the outcome. If by 
chance it rains in Tamil Nadu, the 
tanrric swamis will take credit for 
it. If it does not. nothing will be 
said, no one will take them* to task 
or prevent them from offering their 
services in another drought- 
siiicken area and citing "earlier 
instances which such a propitiation 
had resulted in copious rain." 

Sowing rain cluuds with pellets is 
scientific, bombarding them with 
mantras is not. On the contrary, it 
panders to ignorance and supersti¬ 
tion unworthy of a nation which can 
shoot rockeii into space and plumb 
iH'ean depths for nudules. If I knew 
of a counter Japum I would invoke 
it^ simply to frustrate the swamis 
from getiing away with it and im 
press on our people that there are 
no soft options. If you want water 
ilig canals, we IK end stur««gc tanks. 


While we are on the subject of 
sutmrstition. we might as well take 
noie of another unneolthv practice 
on which taitrrics keep them solves 
oil cow milk ghee. These are chant¬ 
ing of mj/iiras to destroy one’s 
enemies {maran mantra) and its 
antidote ma ho mnt unjoya ) u.i 
According to gossip, Kedar Pandvy 
fell victim to the mantra. Bhajaii 
Lai, chief minister of Haryana, was 
luckier. It only hit him in his left 
eye. Very sensibly instead of de¬ 
pending on the prevent I ve-curative 
joop he flew off to the United 
States to have it medically treated. 
I had always laboured under the 
impression that mantras and jaops 
were like prayers offered only for 
good causes. What perversiry uf 
religion are we witnessing? 


Spooning 


A Delhi hurra sahib has his own 
unique method of teaching sut^ 
ordinates how to discharge their 
duties. One day the chapnisi who 
brought him his morrung cot fee 
forgot to put the spoon m (he sauc¬ 
er. The sdhih rang for the chaprasi 
and ordered: •‘Taste this coffee." 
“Caram nahin hai (Is it not hot 
enough)?" 

’•Taste It." 

**Cheenee kum hai (Not enough 
sugar in it)?** 

^aste it.” 

i>ood kum hex (Not enough milk in 
it)?" 

"Take a sip and taste it." roared 
the sahib in anger, pushing the 
cup and saucer towards the chap- 
fair. 

"Okay sahib as you order, where is 
(he spoon?” 

"Where is it?” 












At long last...it s time you tooK . 

a serious look at something you call a banian 


§§ To tupildll. ol 
course, it's from 
ti>e house ol viP! 
And thatS 

fejssunng. 


Supersoft. 
su pc rst retch 
fabric through 
Japanese 
technology 
Virtually 
HCighUess feel, 
and a perfect fitl 



.<M 1 Iii.ikc-I (iK'.il U'st it swot 111 t'Vfiy little tiiss VOII hmK 













Causes of lAF air 
crashes must be 
explained 

A ll dir nuj^liai in *1 i>io The whoW epiM>dc» 1 
rricni nl inii* kiimloiir diid widi the nv«sv ihai «» 
poi’hnp*^. contTiM, udrpU* qiiirv been nrdere 
lull to Ui\ \Htys Che ocher renv^urmft ic m«iy he t> 
i\M ilul I he Indian An *ui inquiry m Iviiik m«i( 
Ki Hx’e (IA 1 ' I Kin I \ iM 1 I n r more Wr nf 1 1 fnev we have Ih' 


A ll dir nuiNlidi in a i>io 
rricne nl laie viimlour and 
poi hiip'i. coniTin, adnjic* 
ltd Co hiN Che ocher 
«Ku ihal ihe Indian An 
Knire (lAl'l Kin I mmi lu*>r more 
inixiufc ihan ir did in ihr 1971 uai 
uujiost Hjki.sCan. iUwr our |»en 
chum tor ^ecuriev. ihc exaci liKure 
will never be known. And ilui« a 
tale nt' whdi veicamly is not eltk 
viency. will be hiiwtivd niuler che 
cnrpei. 

T h I s UoN 1 n CNS I d Net uc 1 c y h sn 
hven siieii'bed bvvond renNon, 
While (he Wetcein nacioiw freely 
dIrenes ihe avcidentN that happen 
even ni ilN air bacclen. the lAF 
prefers to hide behind ihe 
an II Ml III re men I that “a court of m- 
guiry" has Iteen ordered. There 
I'estx the macivr. till an ocher acd* 
dent (dke< place and is followed by 
yet another svich annouiKcmcnc. 
Whatever «uuKsearching that takes 
place in not known rn the iialiniL 
which should know how inane of its 
pilots—and planes—have been lost 
And. even moie. bow thev came to 
be lost. Accideiiis have a ilemoraliS' 
ing effect on those who fly the 
machirieN. and they uliu have Che 
right in kiiotv what went wrong. 

The ume has come now when fur 
its nw*n good, the lAK sJiuuld open 
its doors before the gaze of the 
nation, not only for the Rcipublic 
day fly-past or the fire power de- 
monsiraiion but for the purpose of 
an independent pruhe the nation 
should be told whv its planes are 
crashing time anJ again. Today's 
aircraft cost tens of crores of ru|>ees 
ucid this cosr is auliig 10 escalate 
when we induct Mirage.2000s and 
MiC' 27 s into service. Perhaps ihe 
nation can bear ihe monetan* loss 
of these accidents, hut whai a bom 
lh« Pilots who die 7 
It in indeed frustrating that these 
accidents are not imported in detail. 






The whole epiMide is dismissed 
with the newN ihm a court of in 
((iiirv has been ordered. Ihmvvei 
rcuNNuring it may he m know that 

.III inquiry is Ivmg made, the miin* 
Irer nf times we have hc'en tiiUI rhiN. 
mviies more scepticism than coiifi* 
dencc. 

In an eailier cnlumn I had high* 
lighted an accident when only ime 
helnopiei appi'ared fur Ihe saline 
during the gulden iiihdee trlehra* 
linns of the lAF instead of Ihv 
planned ihree. the ucher iwo having 
collided 111 mid air, mmiiies liefure 
the final run, 'fhis was a seiious 
matter bui my informal ion is that 
Ihe whole incidenc has lieen hushed 
up. I am also told that ihe leader of 
ihe fly-past, .m officer com maud nig 
a hclicupcei unit, con 11 hues m liis 
position despite the fact that he has 
mure than one heluoptei crasli cu 
his credit. Then there Is die case oi 
an air macshal who as sipiadion 
leader and squadioii commandei 
during the 19 o!> war with IKikisran 
uarnecJ ihe dubious distinction of 
presenting the Pakistanis w’lth a 
fully armed and serviceable Gnat. 
Palustanis gloating over this inch 
dent are reflected w ith pictures in a 
book by Air Marshal Asgliar Khan. 
The pictures show, afhiiiig other 
things, the Indian ufficer as a POW 
as well as his Gnat 
The book says that the irfficer 
was dismiased from service whil^ 


All courts of Inquiry (into 
the lAF aircrashes) are 
(not) biased but since 
these are within the ambit 
of the Air Force Act. in 
practice the will of the chief 
of air staff, whosoever he 
may be. prevails. I wortder 
if this does not reduce a i 
court of inquiry firxlings to 

. . . - I 


he was a POW in Pakistan. But this 
Is not true. Not only is he still in the 
lAP, in fact, he is also flout i&hing. 
And who knows an air marshal of 
today cuuld well be the chief of 
staff tomorrow. Haw was hie enn* 
duct condoned by the court of In¬ 
quiry that must have examined thli; 
officci? Like su many mysteries 
that beset the (AP. this also is one. 

It is not my contention that all 
CduriN of inquiry are biased but 
since these are within the ambit of 
the Air Force Act. in practice tbe 
will of the chief or air staff, whu- 
soever he may be. prevails. I won 
der if this does not reduce a cuurt of 
inquiry findings to mockery. Given 
the spate of accidentx and Incidents 
Ml the lAF and the high cost in 
laimsof human life and equipment, 
there is need fora closer look at its 
fuiuiiuning. 

As most nf the uiicraft which 
iTiish are usNPmbled or manufac* 
Miied by HAU kn fiiiKiiontng also 
ni'eds to be scruiinised. Any nation 
can lie proud of the Lucknow and 
Hyderabad units of (he HAL which 
1 have visited. Rttr proluihly the 
Aunplore unit i> not up to the 
murk. I must meniioii here ihat the 
ivay Mr BaJpt Kapur, (he former 
HAL chairman, was dismissed 
could not have enhanced the 
morale of the people wcuking there. 
One afternoon he received a Soviet 
deJegatinii at the airport which hud 
arrived for some impoiiant discuN- 
MoiiN with HAL. That vei'v even¬ 
ing. Mr Kapur was relievecJ of his 
duties and the next morning 
unother chairman had hreakfa»i 
with the delegiitiuii in was embur 
lassing for the new chairman to be 
lelcneil to as Mr Kapur again and 
again I. 

Anil while on (he Nub^eci of iliu 
air force 1 have never been able to 
undei stand why the diiector of (he 
Staff Defence Service College at 
Wellington has nevei been an air 
lojce man or. foi that mallei, a 
now man. The statt college 01 Delhi 
and the National Defence Academy 
at Pune have their direciurs From 
all the three sei vices ui rotation but 
(he Wellington college has always 
h.id dit at my man. Why? 

Of the three service.^, the highest 
siandiiids loi recruitment are pre- 
scrilted for the lAP. This is undet- 
standahlc as it is the most sophisti¬ 
cated of the three uiiUs. Has there 
l>een aiiv relaxation of the mini¬ 
mum qujlificdiiorts to take in mote 
men that have had a bearing on 
efficiency? Accidents, of course, 
will happen. But will the iAF en¬ 
lighten us on US safety recuref com¬ 
pared (o (hose of other air forces? It 
should lake (he nation into confl* 
rtence. it might be for its own good. 
For oitce all ihe facts are known. Its 
men in the middle and lower ranks 
will nut have to feur that (hey are 
iHflng put into flying coffins. 
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Fn>m PiUhToP* 


And Rolls Royces... 

S uimiu Gi»pu (lid an eNC^IIoAt job 
bv •xpoiinft Rajnc««h »nd his <my 

follgwrrs iVvgttahit. s^n urid aottfi. 10 
April)' Th« s’ov«r ilvry (ouk to the 
wry hcidri of Ke)nc»%hpurain in Ore* 
pon. I «m dad the Ud imimpretioo 
euthurities neve refused Rejneesh 4 
permeneni resident siotus. 

T S Shekhar. Madras 

Wi* simple souls 4nd mere moTtals ere 
probably more relipiuus than this Ra- 
jneesh whu believes in sex, sonps. ther 
■pies and Roils Royces. The man is 
dangerous because he is doing all that 
h« is in the name of religion. 

I V. Srtnivat. Ran^aJore 

Ms Gupta As report j^ave a factual 
ai'couni of the activities of the 'bfmg- 
wan'in the USA. It would noi be wrung 
to sav that Rajnecshpuram symbolises 
the freedom (hat is synonymous with 
the AtnericAn society' The* Rajneesh 


story IS therefore not just a story of 
vegetables, sex and song; it is also the 
story of human freedom, tolerance and 
unadulterated mternationaljsai, 

6. L. Saha, Danapukur (West Bengal) 

Ms Gupta successfuliv exposed Ra* 
inecsh as a glorified farce. 

VrveA: Sen. Kalyan Segar (West 
Bengal) 

The cover story revealed the shallow 
Spiritualism oi the 'bhagwan * Ra* 
jneesh is surrounded by worldlyobjecis 
(the Rolls Rnyce for oneh but he con* 
tinues to preath ihe Buddhist phi* 
Uisophy. 

Imteyat Khtier. ^tna 

A thrilling cover story. Materialism has 
certainly replaced spiritualism in the 
twentieth century. 

Rars Ahmed. CaUtitta 

I don't know why S«*noav has always 
tried tn thrust KajnecOi on its readers. 
What has this 'spritual leader* 
achieved? Wbat are his contributions 
to our society? If he has achieved 
anything concrete, this aspect should 
be highTighied by Sunpav 
Dharmapatia Rrswaf. Cuttack 

The photograph on pa^ 17 was wrong* 
ly captiorv^; this arto the tone of the 
cover Mon displayed a marked pre* 
judice. The photograph actually 
showed Rajneesh at his birthday 
celebrations, 1 wish to point out that no 
therapy sessions are conducted in the 
presence of Ra;neeih at Raineesh* 
puram. 

As for the photograph on page IB. 
captioned **Tlwt embraces and bouts 
of kissing.** it nad no relevance to the 
report. It is difficult to understand 
what Sunday tried to convey throu^ 
these photographs. Was Ralneesn* 

B iram the only place in the USA where 
I Oupta founq young people embrac* 
irtg und kissing each other? 

T hope rhat in future Sunuav will 
make every attempt to publish un¬ 
biased reports in order to bve up u> its 
reputation. 

Anand AnubodA, Chandigarh 


The bare facts 


T he item under ITDC hotels Marked 
fall (Delhi Diary. 12 February) was 
biased and based on hearsay' 1 wish to 
point out (hat once the Ashok was 
chosen to play host to a majority of the 
heads of state participating in the 
non-aligned meet (more than 40 of 
them), it had to be renovated and 

I rovided with additional services and 
■ciliiies to meet the NAM rertuire* 
menis As a result of this massive 
renovation, started about two months 
ago, the hotel has been uperating less 
than half its strength of S90 rooms. For 
instance, in January, only 270 rooms 
were on sale and occupancy during the 
month iveragad flS per cent. And this 
despite the noise and inconvenience of 
the renovaiiuft work. Even if occupmi 
cy li related to the total stren|th of 
rooms it would constitute approximate* 


ly 40 per cent. It wes. therefore, highly 
irresponsible on Sunoav’s pan to sug- 

f rsc that the occupancy had dropped to 
5 per cent. 

Hotel Samrat was commissuned for 
the Asiad guests with 80 rooms and has 
been in continuous operation it was 
surprising to be iofonoed by Sunday 
(hat "it is yet to open its doors.* As for 
Kanishka Hotel, tbe references made 
to it were eUo devoid of subsunce. The 
total wtmh of the wallpaper bought (or 
this hotel was Rs 18,041, and there is no 
proposal to replace this with new wall* 
paper valued at Rs 78,000. 

It would be appreciated if. In future, 
the facu are verified with ua before 
they are commiiied to print. 
J2aojAdra Seth, rice^pren'dette fpabJk 
reUoMt), Mdiao fovrfam Develops 
menr Ceeperatlen Limited, ffew Delhi 


_ Wh o*8 guil ty?_ 

T avleen Singh's was an indepth 
study of women dacoiis in India 
(Fmm Putli to Pfioofan, 10 AprU). It is 
clear that no one is born a dacoit, and 
this IS particularly irue of women. But 1 
was really surprised to read superin- 
lendem of police C Trivedi's remark 
that the police were responsible for 
making the mujra.girl, Puili, a noto¬ 
rious criminal. 

6*. J. J. Hao. Duiiajati 

It is our society whch creates criminals. 
Women are i run ted like animals in our 
coumry. Nothing has lieen done to 
umancipuie them. It is therefore nut 
surprising to find that some women 
prefer the ravines to our 'civilised* 
world. 

Ab>r Pedhy. Berbampur rOrj«<a) 

May 1 rctjuesi Sunuav tu stop giving 
publicity to criminals. It is true that 
people like Phoolon Devi were forced 
by circumstances u» take up arms. But 
shouldn't they have directed their 
wrath agujiist only those whii had 
wronged, raped nr abused them? Why 
did they kill inmicenr penple? In what 
wav were those innocent victims re* 
sponitible for the dacoiis* plight? There 
IS very little skill or talent required for 
murder; one must only he duvaid of a 
cohKivnee Pray, hov.* ” *•' wc h«ve 
sympathy for ih«>»e who did not possess 
a conscience? 

5tf>esH'«r Mammiiai. Calcuira 

_ Misfortune 

T hough otherwise flawless, the re* 
port by Saumiiro Bancrjee and 
Scema Guha fAMum: Blood and tears, 6 
March) was incomplete insofar as it 
faded to get iu the roots of the Assam 
tragedy. 

If (here la any single person in India 
who can be held responsible fur the 
carnage, it is Mrs Gandhi alone. It is 
true that President's rule could not be 
prolonged in Assam; but with the kind 
of majority Mrs Gandhi enjoys in Par- 
liament,cuuldn’t she have amended the 
Constitution in the interests of unity 
and Lommunal harmony? Wa>,n*t the 
Prime Minister aware that she was 
sitting on a volcano after having pro¬ 
longed the Assam crisis for rnore than 
three years? 

The report also failed tu mention the 
fact that It was Mrs Gandhi who fanned 
the flames during her whirl-wind elec* 
tion campaign when she delivered 
highly provocative speeches and dis¬ 
play^ a strange servility to the immig¬ 
rants which was in sharp contrast to 
her apparent apathy towards the 
Assamese. 

Mit Gandhi has been leading India 
un a course where brothers are reduced 
to enemies and vice versa. It would not 
be wrong to say that she is the enun- 
try's greatest misfortune. We can only 
pray to Cod and hope that somediy we 
wilf be given a cepeble and astute 
leader whose molivei are beyond re¬ 
proach. 

Mupendre Kamthole. Indianola (VSA) 











Hypocrisy and foolishness—thy name is secularism 


C ODKr»cuU(u»n> Ki Si rfh.tv for ye( 
^nochrr ii^depch tosvr ^Kirv. fit>v 
of cvmmunalism <3 April) Thv of 
writers cum missioned to jnelysv the 
issue made a cummcndable effort ic» 
provide comprehensive suluiinns. I 
wish the cover siorv could be irans 
Idled meu all the mujor Ijn^uaK^s of 
our countrv «ind published m ihe wr* 
nacular press The yoDflecrgeneraiion't 
have a ioi to leurn from the covet siiiry. 
Afunoros/) C'AuiiJANry. (i.tii.i 'ir<*sx 
Bentiitlf 

An excelicni covet Morv If lommundl' 
ism is remiiinu supreme in anv putt of 
Ihe worlds ii is hsic in Indu 
Mnhfii, Hoaikih 

(’otiKfiitu lilt ions foi the specijl issue 
The a 111 hoi s reve j led t h e m j n v asnet i s 
of cumimmiilism 1 personally feel I hat 
wherever communism h>\> tailed lo 
Xtiiin d fooiholdi voiinniinalistn has 
i.iised il'> up]y lie.iil Is U not a fa Cl ihat 
in mrisi cumiminisi soiieiies, imn* 
muiuiJism (flies lun esist'r 
Vefx Hhjitjfiiin. Ti iv.iiuh iioi 

finn^ a regular readsi of Si sr*sv I 
ciinnol help eypressnm mv Kraiitudc 
Ioi rhe fiNiiren und data [Mililivhcd vnih 
I he covfr siory. A remar kalilc joh in« 
deed. It LMii h« preset ved fr.. posteriiv. 
i.okmiin (ill Oi>»in ilVear 

Bennal^ 

The special issue was siiperh. Snme 
vTsicd mieresis are uddrnK fuel in fire 
in our cininirv We Indians oufthi to 
feel ashamed of ourselves for alieiiin^ 
them. 

tT Ve$ik<ne*ati. yu<titkkvtf.ii 

A uniely cover siorv. I voni;raluJatv 
Si ni>ay for giviMK us such impressive 
and informative rcporis. Thank you. 
Hankriihna K h*if/ar. Kankinara 

Qnce aMdin, Somoas proved its sup- 
lemaey. The cover story was simply 
inimuablc. Ii is indeed a iraK<>*dy that 
ihe fren/y of communalism has ^tipped 
our cinintry. A home ministry reimrt 
has revealed that mt>si of the cnmmuii* 
ul riois I about 6l> per cent of I hem} 
have their roots in peliy differences 
and quarrels. This senseless bbaHlshed 
can he avoided if mem bets uf all iinn* 
muni ties display hellei sense, lolcr- 
mice und imdeisiaiidinK. We are all 
Indians .md there should be no bail 
bliKKl he I ween us. 

Uput Dch, f'rfodii r Assam I 

Congratulations to ihe ri'l>oi ter>. 
for their eff«>rl. Commuuali.srn teflecis 
the inherent haired in man. And aii for 
the Indian Muslims, it may be true rhur 
they have suffered ihc most as h result 
of these frequerit nois, hut ii wuuld be 
vvcona lo »ay that they are being pam* 

K red and Mrsecuied. They have not 
rn denied their fundamenul rights 
and they themselves have never consi¬ 
dered India e ;Niraya desh. India is net 
for the Hindui, nnr is it for the Mus¬ 
lim fi is, in facr. a counrrv of Indians I 
prev to God to give us wisdom, mav He 
instil m us the love fur other connnoni- 
lies. 

M. Aatvar Aiitd ArMiu, Hhnhua 


After independence, there was a 
marked increase in tb« incidents i>l 
communal violence. Aiiuc ihc 
tmergency. havoc was lei loose. Ths* 
Janaiii government fanned the flames, 
and the Congress has done nothing to 
pul out the ure. iNni a single rnembir 
of the pedice force which has pUved a 
dominant role m communal noH. has 
been punished, i Moradalwd put Jal- 
lianwala fiagh lu shame And rhai 
•imbulanie mcids-ni at ,1amshs'd|nu 
Mill haunts us 
BiiumI l*am/ry. Jamshedpur 

The special issue on sommunaUsm m as 
praiseworthv Ihc measures i«< stub 
iommujial VHd«u)c«* hs suggi sled b\' 
K hush want Smgh undvr Hoh to lau*t 
the ittinniundl virus, wi-n* ui-Uomr 
being a resident of Assam I am well 
uwarc id thv rule (hat ihi* imiIks* t«Hu 
plavs in communal (mis Tlu* uoicin 
meni should take* Iwrlil si«*|'s tr> pui an 
end to blondshed aird vioU iiti 
Sttdip Kum^r Ch'sm ant/, /ijgfsn 

Khushwani Smgh'swasa well analsM'd 
rept*'^- C/immuiial linsion h.is its (<«/(s 
in puveriv WV «an si*Ue most ut «iui 
problems hv eradiiaring povs-iiv It 
would not l>e wrong li» sas that lh< 
majority of Indians do not kiHov mush 
alMiui religion Ace tlH>v awart- ih.il 
rebgion is the manifest at ion of divmitv 
which already exists m man* INi ihev 
know that the Vedanta has attempted 
to lead u» nn ihu path ul toler»ric(« and 
the universal acceptance ul all faiths 
and religions^ h is said that “as ibe 
different streams, having their soinces 
in liiffcrcnt places, all mingle m (he 
s««a. >o too the different paths chat men 
take all lead to Cod." 

Mr .Singh rightly p«on(ed out that the 
pnlitKians are vxpunting the sttuaimn 
to get Tlteir votes I congratulate him 
fur nis iMdd suggestions and I hope that 
the measures he has explained wdl Iw* 
taken seriously liy the government 

A. S A'evr.t Kaghai jn B'onftav 

A marvs’Ilous analvsts by Mr Singh, and 
an apt diagni»si% ttf t he commttnal vii us 
The remedies suggested therein shiHibl 
pros’e eflsvtrve liistdenullv. I wish t«> 
point out that dipi'OiK rill- iKM 'di.-* 
that 1.10W1I tfH* sIjihIs (h*. hv das V \ 
OSS sijiidv out lunspu «H>us|s .*m 
illumMlalMig. ihoujil li'ns t>koii .>011 

UllbtilHi'il Hiikls 

H S \Mhjf tw,iiM*.< • 

I 1(0(1 M' S>n;;l(’' iii.ib'su im'Ii .1 < 
inierosc Kiii uhci ii ..oiu ti-ib« no 
sures io(!iih( mniuuiod r*-i(* l» .icldu . 
hsTp viewing rb< «ieih<u .is uit«»fbti 
General ^la. 

O I'nntkrtshnMtt. t'm'hin 

The remedies suggested hv Mr Singh 
Were vague, to mv ihe least f*ubiic 
flouing and simile pujii»hmen(s arc 
archaic; we can Hardly hupe m put 
them to use in a democracy. Such 
measures can unlv be used in Ufamw 
Cemntries where there is ik» basic liet - 
dom granted lu (be ciriai’ns 
It isu piu that o |•Ml1lMllsi •»! Kbosh 
want SmgITs caliUo put 1..* 

im|trac1ical suggestluiis 
Mokvf AiuosAr. Htwilhi* 


Though otherwise ohiuciive. Mi 
.Singh's niMlysis aptieareJ quamt. The 
concept of public flogging is simply 
revolting in the iwcmieih century. 

I had expecicd Mr Siogh tu give m an 
holiest assessment of (oniniunal ten¬ 
sions It is an undeniable fact that the 
Hold us have mv.iriMhlv Itccn ut the 
I delving (-ml. despite I heir docile and 
lK«ace loving lempeiamenl The goV' 
irnmeiii Jinl th<* pros cnniinut ro 
|Minl ll*i* in.iioiily comnninitv a% irou- 
bU mukiis All .Sirgh torgor to mention 
ilw- I ole lit foieiKn monev which lus 
dt(v« i\ ilu* nunoi ns (ummnrtitiev tothc 
I'.nti III (Viii'ousoi Mis versatile pf-n 
(tut n«>i (•nnli nui ibs .-Vkalis, the niib 
(.(lit Muslim, .iiid ifuisi- ( hi i>Mdii> w’lu* 
IhT|«-S( III lOIIM I sintts 

Mu suggest uni dial I be pul ice Turn* 
.•( ib« innuirm Ci nuble spots should 
(Hiniu«si UK milt IS lit ttic (Usiressvd 
froniriis Monnuiruiu's is laitinm ptac' 
I’sjI b isijuvib.ii puiii I-iK'iMinncT iiie 
r\|Kite«l In Ill-Ip c'.ise unsmn hv (ijs- 
I h.ogmg iht u ilnlics iiTip>ii (uillv; but is 
ri not likcl' thut (Hijnc pi isniinel from 

I Ik mntiuiiv <nmmuiii(s would be 
i('Oii*ivil io l.ivniu ilicK own (umtnuO' 
riv ’ I lun ania/( d at ihc luck of pei'Cei)- 
1*011 u(t I he |Mi( ol Mr Siiirh -Vre w*i< |o 
IhTicw that an ubjeiioc. lurihrighi 
loni iialisi like Kliushwaur Singh ciiii lie 
swepi off his ti-ei bv ilic hiuh liilc ni 
rc.iirnmurv commuciabs/iT'' 

K Hum.nil. \t,idr.is 

Mr Singh suggesiv-d (hat the police 
Inrcv should tumnnse meriilters of ihe 
lommnniiy which i« ihrc.itoned and 
suffers hoots nt insccuriiv This is only 
prailical wheie ciimnnis siaios and (he 
element of "insdurirv* can be e«iah- 

II shed bevoml doubt, Nmv. in the case 
of Assam, should ihe tH'mc-keeping 
forces compi<s(». by and ]«iikc. Ihe Hin¬ 
dus? Or would Mr Singh say Muslims? 
The Hindus aur *'i nsec ure" Ik^cousc nf 
the giowlli'i.iii' of Ihi' Muslim popuhi- 
Inm; the Muslims au' “insecure” he- 
causi* iIk-v aic si HI lu a niirtuiiry. Both 
cnniinuriities Juvl equ.iUy ilueateiuil. 
and t>ulli hjv<- demuiisirai< d ibcu 
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, io>e<t><> I--aniuour ' iAoiilii ilo s- 

• <.!' IV lu< h'>iH bj.is'- l\h.il We 

• adv lie* J '• .1 toj(<- mIikIi H-k *-*nicii. 
h<*Mcs( aiiil •.'ttuivul mvii in its riiiik'. 
14 u-udii-s <it IVbet her tfiev atv Hindus 
uj Musbni' 

.V, f/a<V"k.i. O'auhui* 

Thanks 10 Udayan Sharma fur his 
etfurt to expkise the Vishwa Hindu 
Pari shad under Afaking .Vu.sJims Uin- 
i/tis Wh.M has happened to those who 
l•*ls<'d ;i hue .111(1 <is <i\L'r N 1 i enaksfii' 
|.\e.rM<' Uhv aM' tIm s ki i fnie- niion 
o* M l.-*l uoi- I -- d 1 1 <'i 

I - u u * or )Md<.ni s> 1 ,>|,a Ka* 

Ms'll.O UNMli Ml O 'I U lillf 1 1. / Ug s u I 





Tomorrow you could 
hit the headlines... 
just by accident. 


WCT. sllpfWJV rou<is. kylK’iwiv 
xhv rhiincr oi an inrk!oni ajjy Mini'. 
ThafS\^bv\H'^‘ t>tinln|MivU>n 
(\vawh<rU‘r tviv>i, \W<\tusi ‘vmtv 
Dunlop (vn* IstnilU svHli s^HTlal 
nylon rasing ilial vusuivs nbixUnt iin 
strucniral rfllabllliv arul bJjilily 
sophlstlcah*!! rrrad pailrniNihiJi 

betriTiirlj) ai sjvrj) .nijik 'r 
and hitfli sp<*r<js, 

Iku k<'d bv l)nnU>i)\ nnrmaUonal 
e'xpcTU’iw r and du* saiiu- c'xi)eTMs<‘ 
thill liiiu maklnU suplusiu aird 
an ( rad and (i nck lyn s. Dunlap i wo 
wh(‘i*h*r ivrrsproinwc von inaxiinuin 
inaxiniMui saUay 
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K-70 Nylon for Motorcycles. 

K-98 Nylon for tight Motorcycles. 
And, coming soon. 

K'137 Nylon for Scooters. 




Thi» h4i' reference tv l*unjub: iiela- 
N/o/u Ilf by Harp^l 

Smjih Bedt. fi K cledi ihji ib« Ak«ili<k 
have been utinin^ :ic a pi<rf're>)kive2y 
1 .1 r(' r i h unk of i he nai ioimI c*i kv a i ihe 
COM of rhe Hindus wImmii they hlnine 
(or their Krie^diices the 

Mas Urn lyeague did before p«iriiiion. 
The More ha Jeaders claim ihut da 
Sikhs are nol Hindus and demand 
>>|)cciu( flatus fur I ho Sikh!f; (he Khafis 
lan enihusijsis Mant I heir folio werx (o 
lie I i eve thui they are closer (o (he 
Muslims. Chrisdens and Jews All (heir 
(•ohiival slufuns have a convenient 
ic’liuious flavour. 

Trie Sikhs have been pampered and 
now ihev are ecoriomicuuv much Iwiroi 
off than (he Itiiidas. No other commun* 
iiv in India lias liven piven as much 
leeway jk the Sikhs have, Onrdwaias 
aie he I nit consiruvtcd nn puvernmeni 
Lind ami these lelipious places are 
used as sanctmtries for ami vocMl ele* 
tnenis; ihe Sikhs, m fuel, iivac iheir 
(lurdwurus as stales wMhin a slate. Thu 
llinshis have never objected to the 
jtox^ieiiry of Sikhism IJiec have, in 
act. contiibuied to ihe jtnmih of 
Sikhism. 

,S. I. S.ifr/ii. Ww fh7hi 

Seem a (.hiha faded lo pel to The riH»rs 
o/ j/ie vrofemv. Her alleKalions »iuainsi 
(he H.IP vis>a*vis ihe lioltM’auM in 
Assam were luseless WhTe it ix (rue 
ihai communal nois did lake place in 
those areas where HJI'leadeis (o<^k ihe 
(ilaiform. the clashes aciu.iMv st.incd 
m (he areas wheie Mis liandhi and Mr 
(than I Klum Choudluirv had Jeliseii*d 
l»iuvucative s|K'i'Jies. |i is worih not- 
nip that iJir I'lmie Mniislcr and hei 
lieurenani uiilv visned ihe aieas which 
have a si/vahle Kasi Ik'iipali t>o(wda- 
Mull Mis (laudhi lotrk Ihi* hlierlv ol 
tuhh'essiiip lii'i meeiiupsm Ben pah and 
she ended her spivihes with "Kftiidj 
h.ihf" 111 SI end el the ui slum ary "J.ti 
Hunt " U is common knowledge (hat 
iheie wjs no lommiinal Ireiuv in 
Assam Ixduie ihe visiis of the ]*nme 
Miiiisici and (he ladwav miiusivi. I 
caiinoi aiidersrand how ^fs Onha ch<*<e 
lo hold the BJJ*, RSS, cic. respoimhle 
f<ii ihe Assam violence 

Klui'iihiuiit. .Aohar 

I he BJI’ was nui iesp<>nsihie fnr (he 
(ai nape >Vha( the feadeis of this party 
said IS ubsolulely correct. Wc must 
(brow out the iinmimaiiis from Assam 
before they siai'i ruiinit u» in our own 
state. The HJP onlv told ii» to unite 
against rhe Muslim fuieigncrs, they did 
not tell UH to kdl them. We adopted 
vinlent means because we realised ihai 
as long 4 s Mrs (Gandhi lives or remains 
in power, wc will never l>e able to get 
rid of her vote bank in Assam. Ai» soon 
as Mrs Oandhi is thrown out of power 
and 9 Janata guvernmem is msialled. 
the average Assamese will rake in tne 
Candhian path once again 
SAndovp Kumttr Baiovsh, Dthnigarh 

ft 19 true that communal urganisations 
like the RSS and the Jamaat began 
spreading their pgisun after the fore* 
igners' issue surfaced; but il is wrung tu 
SHv thar these arganuuiioni have a 
siseahJe following m Assam. 
yrtdttp K Gmwami. Cauhati 


Cufuiderine that even Shahi Imam ex* 
onvratcd the Hindus. 1 cannot under¬ 
stand how Ms Guha blamed the KSS 
and BJP for the Assam iragedv. Wa« it 
j ease uf uver^simplifying u complex 
iMue? 

Mi>«i of I hr oppnsiuun ihiiries, rhe 
HJP included, had apnnsc>d the Avsam 
elei’l lulls. Bui ilir CtHiKressili went 
right ahead and foiKlucted (he eU*c 
tuHis at giin|H)ini, I'ublH* ufiinion went 
against Mrs Gandhr and rwrvone con¬ 
demned her—H*xi'ep(. 'it course, bus- 
i)Av correspundeni. Schema («uha 

Can we deny that people like the late 
f'akhruJdin AJi .hhmext and furmcT CM 
Ann ware Taimur cncouiaged tiivi Ben* 
galis lo '<ciilc in Assam? Can we deny 
that the s.oHiity of (icirenship was 
thrown lo the winds bv ihai undodateJ 
policy of allow'ing ilU'gal sclilemeiKs in 
Assam? It has hexm alleged that ihese 
illegal imaiigranis used lo wue m India 
and ill HangJadcsIi Now Mrs Gandhi 
Mlks a "furvign bond " And in 

make niaiters worse. Ms <»iiha Mames 
the B.IP and HSS 
J. Miithct*. Ciihuira 

A compictelv unv*sided tepori. Ms 
Giiha tiled lo prorv that the BJP was 
perhairs siiutiger ihjn the* CnngresMil 
anJehe AASC in Assam while the siaic 
was under President’s rule Nn one bul 
Mrs Gandhi wa< responsible for die 
ouibrcak of tiulencr in Assam. 
k. C'hiMtd/iurt. Nifchnr 

I wish to clarifv rhai (he AASU and 
AGhP nes’er defined Iht* suspected 
foreigrieis as Muslims. The* concept of 
'‘suspected foreigners are Muslims'* 
came inio being alter rJie B.IH began 
supnoriing the agitation As for (he 
A A MSI’. It IS not ihc student orgamsa 
u<m <d the Muvlims A latgc* nuiubet of 
Hindus are also members of ihis cH'ga' 
III sal I on. The AAMSl’ gens'ral >eci cl¬ 
ary IS a Hi lido. 

The Jamiai I'GIcma i lhnd was not 
the only organisacion which avked the 
^fusbms r<» go oui and V(»ie The Con- 
gicssill and a lew ocbei parlies also 
urged the populatmu to pariicipacv in 
the vles'tions fhev w-vre pi<»miNcd 
seiuiiiv bv the CoRgrs'ssi I): but as il 
transpired, the scruriiv measure's wcie 
far from lidis^uate. 

It is wrong (o compare (he acriviiies 
uf A A US V wii h (ho»e of i he RSS or t he 
8JP. AAMSU 19 iioi a communal orga* 
nisaiion. 

Punu Cftakt9varty. GacdiJit 
kls Cuba failed to reflaet on the other 
side of the coin On her election tour 
Mrs Gandhi had concluded nne of her 
speeehewvjth ''A'Aud# Agfu." betraying 
thereby the very principle of secular* 
ism. As for Chani l^an Choudhurv. the 
less said the better. 

Now the line has come for aJl Indi* 
ans to wake up from their slumber. 1 | is 
lime Ihe.v realised (hat ibe Amuoi 
movement is neither communal nor 
secessionist. Ii is a mm'emeni directed 
against foreigners, nui against rhe Indi¬ 
ans as some foolish politicians have 
claimed. The mosemcni does nor reeng- 
nise Ihe religiuuv beliefs of ihe fore* 
Igners A foreigner is a foreignei. re 
gardlesa of hts faith ur the language 
which he speakv. 

A. Sootmaf. Dihtu/i^rh 


Ms Goht's was an old wine in a new 
bottle. Weren't the same phutugraphs 
ubiishvd in ihe f> March issue of 
I'NriAN ? Surely Ms Guha could have 
unearthed something new; for mat* 
ansu. details of the role played by 
<>hani Khan Choudhury* 
h'jngeerha Suhramuntam, Bhu 
f>.i/ie.sM*at 

Bairnii: Rajendia Sareen. none of ihe 
others look the is.siir MiriuuNly. The 
treatment wa^, b\' And large, superM* 
cmI. In ihis cuntext. it is wi^nh recall¬ 
ing Asoka Mehta's remark at a seinin;<r 
nn veculansm in November 196$; "A 
raiioiijJ coluiiun ro the problem uf 
s«xularism i« |M>ssible urilv ihinugh 
rational analysis. However the prtsviii 

I iraciKv uf phuiivy snurtesy in be 
laviour \s mosi deplnrnblu. we have 
flow reached a siag« where we can lulk 
fresOv but wiih an objectivity. Infecicd 
pariK will have (o he upertdip and then 
oniv would the cure of the disease be 
possible." 

As long as Muslim onhoJoiy exists, 
any altempl to virike ui Hindu obscur 
aniism IS kwund ro fail. It ih difficult to 
iiceepr secularism in us prescni furm*> 
a form m which ii tnerelv implies 
I ol era nee of and indireri eiicuuragc- 
meni iu ubscura(iio*i Islam. 

The need of the hour is tu expose ihe 
communal elumonis, regarulvaa ol 
wheiher they are Hindus ur Muslims. 
Muslims shnulH be encouruged to 
accept mndc'/n education. Si> far. iho 
vested line rests have exploited the 
Itackwyrdiiess of Indian Muslims; they 
have thwarted (heir development and 
led them on (he path of fun 
damenialism 

A till Kvmar l»upta. Mevnii 

We base j tciidciio lo lake a slightly 
warped view of communalism Lei us. 
iliurelme, iKgiii afresh by (Villijig a 
spade a spade. The Muslims foughi for 
Pakisian and i real oil ihac couiiny hy 
ff»fcu But unfoiiunaiely—and thanks 
to (he magiiaiiimiiv of Gandhi—mil* 
lions of Muslims slaved h;ick in Indie 
The implicaiions of this siiualion were 
that the Indian Muslims would accept 
ihe vimeepi ol sevulaiisin and the Hiii* 
dus would tolerate rheii 'Hrmus com- 
muniiv ' Bui ihe Muslims luincd out l« 
be (ar tiK> mililani and loo huge a 
community to aciepi submission; the 
Hindus ivcfL* iiHi disillusioned tu revive 
chcit love tor ihe Muslmib ur lo rejoice 
over (lu.‘ spciial slalus occurded loihe 
Muklims. 

Sanjoi X’li/nuj. ^t^l^a(^a^pw' 

We ai e al I ash u med of i he m indlevs an d 
purposeless killing nf U>(h Hioduv and 
Muslims in Assam Bul 1 um very sorn 
(o point <iuc ihai Si vt>.;s luis unneces¬ 
sarily irted to keep (he haired alive by 
publishing ihu cover rranspaccncv of 
un old Muslim displaying the skulls of 
hi* mnrdyied relatives. The photo¬ 
graph w'js (learlv connived because ii 
showed three (o fuui*ve*M*old skulls 
(confirmed by a foiensiv expert known 
In me I when the Assam cjinage look 
pUie barely tw'C' iiiiMiihs ago* 

1he sijlf ut M SUM should be pm 
iH'liMid bars unJ ihv niagaiinv hhoulJ 
Ih* shut down by the governmvnt. 
krhhiiii kjixri Painiiih. Cunack 
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Rajasthan 


The starvation that the 
government continues 

to deny 


MADHU JAIN toured the drought-of fee ted districts of this stote to report that hundreds of 
people, starved of food ond woter, are dying. Photographs by KAMAL SAHA I 


T he sun was almost at its 
trinih when the jeep which 
hjd \iten mt vlnji ihrouRh 
the impussible desert ter* 
ram suddenly jerked ru a 
ha]i We were in the middle of no* 
where: 20 kilumetres* behmd u« was 
8am, and in front wus the hard, hot 
desert with the shifiinjt sands, 
stretching to eternity. 

There was no food and little water. 
As the sun shune down harsher, 

B flawing pains m the stomach began. 

iere we were on the hunger trail, in 
search of a story on the drought 
which was killing people m the hun 
dreds in Rajasthan. And ihey wece 
ail hungry One had to feel hungei to 
write alwui it. 

One would never of course be able 
to feel the hunger of that one lone 
figure we met in the desert in those 
long hours we waited for a rescue 
jeep. We heard his racking cough a 

f ood ten minutes before we saw that 
ent old figure inching his way to¬ 
wards us leading an equally fragile 
looking camel. Jame Khan. 70 (he 
looked a great deal older and was 
suffering from tuberculosis), wa> 
comins from Sant with five kilogram* 
Rtes or be/re Ara arra on bis camel's 
back.,His village was yet another 40 
kilometres away and he had already 
tru^ed IS km. It takes him four 

days of walking to get those five 
kilos of bajre—the only food he 
knows and has been able to eat for 
the Jest four years of continuous 
drought in west Rajasthan. 

Khjn had first gone to Dabri, the 


|Cop; gropes for mUk whtn 
ii/rere is none 


village located one third oi the way 
between 8am and Lunar, the last 
outpost, four kilometres from the 
Pakistan border in Jaisalmer dis* 
trier. But rhe ration <hop was empty. 
Jt hid been mi for tne last five 
months. Jame Khan did nor even 
have enough money to buy a water 
container, lie hurriedly, noisily gus¬ 
sied down the little water we could 
Sparc. 

In the jeep escorting us were Mr 
Chandra Vir Singh. Jaisalmcr's sole 
MLA tan MLA with the largest con- 


A h/cciry-vyed chrfd sit<t he«rde ht% 
mother: on rhe brink of dear A 



stituency In the country; Jaisaliiier, 
ffl.OOO sq kilometres is bigger than 
rhe entire state of KvraU) and hla 
uncle. Mr Hukuin Singh. Mr Hukum 
Singh is ihe younger brut her of rhe 
furmer maharaja of Juisaimer while 
Mr Chandra Vir Singh, of the Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Party (^Pl, Is the son 
of the former maharaja. 

I asked Jame Khan if he knew the 
MLA or his uncle. Khan shook his 
head slowly and said that he had 
heard of neither. Nor had he heard of 
the government ur its famine relief 
works. All he knew was his hunger 
and his tiredness. He could not even 
loan us his camel fnra sum of money; 
the camel was equally old and 
tired. Lo<>king at Jame Khan, the 
words of the official m Jodhpur, 
whom we met just before setting off 
for the drought-affected areas began 
toechoinmyears; '‘Madam." he had 
said, “nobody is dying of hunger. 
Tbere was an unexpected cold wave. 
People who had measles contracted 
eumonla...and only the old died, 
ey had to die anyway...look at 
these people, they refuse to cake any 
medicine. They were ^ven capsules 
costing Rs IS each which a common 
man cannot afford. They did not 
have money to buy them..." 

Jame Khan was not dead yet. Nor 
had that Rs IS capsule reached him. 

He was an old man. Bur. why can’t an 
old man have the ri^t to die a 
normal death? The official would 
have had a different version if Khan 
had been his uncle or father or one 
of those on the lists which were 
appearing in the local dailies who 
were dying in isolated hamlets, 
mainly in Pokharan re An/. If the 
figures were correct, rhe death toll 
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Chhaydn cwv days before that. But 
he was ton fate. In February. 11 
l>e<)ple had died. In March: IS. By 19 
April: another two. Most of ihem 
wore babies and children, althuuuh 
<|uite a fvw adult:«* names were libted 
in the saijfHnch'> death re^isier. 

One of lirsc reactions of the state 
.government, or of the voluntary re* 
lief organisaiiuns. is to send haR.i of 
prain. The Rajasrhan Kt»vernmcni 
rfivo has a system of leuvjnt: l<ve 
kilogrammes of grain wirh the *ar- 
pj/rch to give to any one who is 
siarving. Bui, he has to make sure 
ihev are siamngf The other reflex 
action of the goveriiincrit is to orga¬ 
nise famine relief work. This year if 
a Inltouier "digs" the given slot, ten 
sq ft bv five sq ft. he gets Rs seven a 
day. That is i iKmgh. accoiding to the 
goverrimuil, to keep him nr her from 
starving fit is iisiMlIy her heCduse 
the wi^men of Kaiasihaii spem to he 
doing all (he h.ud woik from bring* 
ing the watei from disi«iiit >vel|s to 
famine reliel work) 

All this aunnds impies.sive on pup 
cr Oflicials will (HI von (hat so 
many riunivinds of nipees have liecn 
sanct 10114*0 foi l,inu(ie relief work 
(eg: Bliilwiiia' •fr»ii works s.ineIloin*d, 
Rs (i0*>08 lakhs nmil iiud*Maivh. 
etc.) 1>u( (he tinlh lies elsewhere. 
Tlierc are hdioiirers w)io aic being 

K oil as Intle o.s 7!) (laise a day. 

'iweeii the lalxniror and the prom 
is«*d R\ Hven ii( IS cruel (hut they 
me paid after a loriiiighi) are many 
ohsiiieles coriiipt corilriutors; ;i 
hard. unviHding ground, and then 
own. weak In h lies. The officials seem 
to forget that this is famine relief 
work. How can a hungry and ill man 
work as hard as one who is not. 

|r is not onlv inhuman, hut now 
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ffliny* of’tfa« vtn«^r< fo 'Pokfilhut 
said that tho^chiof ministor was **sav^ 
ing** their »£ar-*'T>utHox a purdah (O 
cover (heir destiiutton. I was often 
warned. "Don't ask peuple directly if 
they have sold their utensils or land 
or have gone to the money lenders." 
But I did and discovered thui this 
year the situation is bad that irxui 
was beginning ro take a back seat. 

Land was being sold fur ridiculous* 
Jy low prices; Rs 20 a butha in 
rokharan. But Jewellery was tne first 
logo. Moneylenders usually charged 
anything from Rs three to Rs five as 
interest Mr month for every Rs 100 
borrowed But this vear many nf 
I hem have stopped loaning money, 
they knew it would never be re* 
turned. Marty of the vlllageis posses* 
sed only one set of clothes. Their 
kitchens had been gruduullv de* 
jileted of utensils and shining brass* 
ware 

The people of Kiijasthan, used to 
the desert and hard times, lire rest 
hent They usually share whut they 
have; people from nther stuteH would 
have perished long ago But if the 
rains do not come this year the 
drought of 1968*6$ will he repeated. 
Only ihis time it will lie wnrsc Tliere 
IS unoiher faitur going against the 
Rajasthanis: their poverty is decop* 
(ive Proud and beautiful in coluiirs 
which defy the desert, they always 
appear picturesque and guy wen 
when thi'y are crumbling within. 

The first reports nf "starvation 
deaths” to appear were from 
Chauhatan, in Barcner district. News, 
paper repi^rts on 12 April put the 
death toll at 3ft for rhe following 
villages: Nehtrar. Raruna, Ooliur, 
Kunera. 

Tke population comprised mainly 

This is e maffmfi^ pn lin\* of ihf insesr ridden wheat, originaliy (wm 
FVi fiiodstorks, being tuppheJ to the pcnplv 


peAapi melalaa well, ^few months 
ago Justice Bhagwati. in a Supreme 
Court case concerning a group of 
labourers doing famine refief work 
on a road near Ajmer who were 
being paid much less than Rs seven, 
said that the minimum wages had to 
be paid regardless nf the amount of 
work done. Otherwise, the Supreme 
Court judge said, it was "forced 
labour." 

The other relief measure is to ask 
people to go lu the Rajasthan Canal 
to wurk. Huge advertisemenis Vk* 
hortnig the people* keep appearing 
m the local uaiheK, But. the villagers 
lire ruluctanl to go. First, they find it 
difficult to leave behind their sick 
ridutiveb or livuMock. Second, they 
ore confused. Do ihcv first gu to 
Bikanvr and legister tnemsolves. or 
go si might to the sue? Moreover, 
many ot them have heard horror 
Slones about contractiirs running 
Hw.iv wiih /noiiey'^nc at Awai is 
said to have vanished with Hs two 
lakhs recvntlv. Theieure also stories 
sibnut women boing vRploiied Un 
like villagers ui other states, there Is 
it I iductuncu oil ihc pan of people in 
the area to leave their humes howev* 
er (ai'lluiie or forlorn they might be. 
The Rajasthan Canal chafu cull did 
n<i t a p pi*a 1 1 o most of the villa gers we 
spoke to. Thev would rather remain 
where lliev are and perish. 

D rinight lias become mi much a 
part of life ut Kajiisthan thar 

I ^eojdc have lo shout almui iheir 
lunger from r<icftops or crawl on all 
fours and heg More they are heard 
in Jaipur or Delhi. Or. perhaps, even 
in fhv district headquarters. Jaipur 
fiddles while Raiasihan starves. Yet. 
tme would think that when drought 
has become endemic (in Barmer dis* 
trict alone. ft.TS of the K6S villages 
are drought stricken this year, 
according to the Banner adminisira* 
tiun: laxt yeai only 63.^ villages were, 
drought.affected), there wuuld be an 

effective famine relief department; 
a department which wuuld antici* 
pate drought, as svell as make sure 
that all the water supply schemes so 
grandiosifvdrawii up un paper both 
exist and function. In many of the 
villages we visited, etcher the tank¬ 
ers came only once a month, or not at 
all. Or. the pipelines were broken or 
usually ran dry, or there was no 
electricity to run the tube wells, or 
ihe hand pumps had become useless, 
or the water was too bitter or...The 
list is endless. 

The price of cattle is a fairly 
reliable index of just how bad the 

drought really is On 21 September 
1982. at the cattle fair in Setrava, 
Shergarh district, a pair of bullocks 
was sold for as little as Rs 20. The 

t rice this year must have fiUan. 

urther, some villagers said ii is Rs 
five tu Ks ten a pair. Many cattle 
have died, the Barmar bureaucrats 
said that in their district alone 26 
lakh cattle had been affected. Cattle 
are even being smuggled across the 


A Imtv hfty with kher fruits in his hand 
The fniiis arc eaten w hen the hajra 
run» uur 


iKirder to Pakistan where they can 
fetch over Ks 6(l0, Villagers who can 
no longer afford lo feed their uiwa 
often let them go astray. (Kcasional* 
ly. smugglers take these c<rw» across 
the fxrrdvr and the Barmer pohee 
and the Border Security Force haw 
caught an estimated 1.000 cattle 
over the last year While cow 

f irdteiiion centres are springing up, 
unded and aided by private orga* 
nisatjons. less is. perhaps, lieing 
done for human beingx. 

In Kajasrhan. people do not like to 
admit their hunger or jniverty. Their 
despair is quiet. It i> a question of 
/szar. Ill fad, when thechivl mmistci 
und ihe chief sccreiarv dunied that 
I here were anv starvation deaths 



DhiN, Bambis. ar? 

Rajputs, own on an ai'tniK** ^) to IWJ 
hitihiis c>r land. Whon r rainN ihe>’ 
^rovv hajrd, mtHUfL. ih^mh. wht’ii ii 
do«*sri'r. Is norhiiiM On rh*' nud 
lo Nethra wo siopfHd Naduf. a I.m 
mcr, who was MO<n^ h.ulc homo aitt i 
a d.iv's work jri h(s holds. He had 
hifih.iK uf land, hui luir<l}\ onoii^h lo 
provided meal a H.ivtoi ios wdo and 
two childron Onlv hah iho land was 
culhvahle, fro tol'l ns AjiJ Iu* h;ul 
already told H lu^h.ts in hnv kj.um 
for his family ' I have iio mmo (.aule 
Ivfi, ihoy ha Vo diod I should havo 
uot ftl ksisi Ks .^'><1 .1 Itiuhsi. hill I 
MO I even Hs IfH) \ur six hi/iha\ ** 

It was dliiH M the sain«> si<itv in 
Nethra village Iho land had Imtji 
roiidoreil usi'loss oash vonseculivo 
year, (he vatrk wore dyinx. and the 
yo\in|] mon who had laken (he cat lie 
to drarinK tit'^undt in Oujura(. Pun 
jail or Hirar Pradesh, after waiting 
hir the rains to come uniil August, 
(ended to stay a wav lonKur isuh 
year One of (he (1iiii(.»iiian 

))ds, told us that a well Hus M years 
earlier had dried four wars .iko. "It 
was never really matie /•iKra.’* A 
tanker had keen nuiU a your ueo. hiii 
(he warer only came ewiy (en days 
or sn from (he water supply source 
scheme. Said Dev ram Chaudliury "1 
have nriiy (wo or three cattle Itli 
ien wars ajju I had ten Now we 
cannot itell (hem for more (han Ks ^ 
t<i Rs HI..." 

Amuni (4'>t with a tHcndv ol sex 
children said "I sold the jewels and 
utensils four years at;u. All I have is 
tvhac J am wt^Hi iniK. 1 wdl have lo sell 
«h;> now. When I sold my hai tans 
(utensils) to the hauta. I should have 
fiot Ks to huT he only jtave me font 
ruiHfes. 

JaMviiiji behind Nethia sve went to 
(he .'•Jiwmh of ('haiihat»inAlr kao 
war LiU. u (all. siurdy man. He olleis 
us cHshewnuts and odd drinks < a lot 
difficult lo suaMou .Utei what wc 
had set'll I .nul tells us; "I he duel 
minister has riKhtlv said* the sar;*ari 
ches now i;ive news of people dyiiiu 


Didn't'people always die?" 

S'eM Slop: Barmer, Banner has six 
MI.As. all (mm the Conibtesst J i One 
l.ok Sahha scMl which coceis Bar 
inei. .Uisjimer and Sliei^urh is in 
the hands r»| the CriiiKTesstll, Pamilie 
icliel ivoik IS in full swims. 

I ould see iin the rt»ad id roads have 
iu en sjiu.iioned lor famine relief: in 
IdKi'Kl l.fhrd works sancitoned, emt 
esiimatf s«j far Us H.l crores. A total 
MumiM'r ol 171 villaKeshave 44 lank 
els. Ml have wells 

laisalmei. Hi April We first meet 
Mr l hatidra Vir Sin^h tBJPi. Jaisal 
niei’s sole M1.A He laJks alM>ui the 
poliius <il (iimme '*You can sec that 
(he const itueuc u*s of ilu* cninisivrs 
are w*ell Imiked after. Jaisalmer is 
(ur^otieu " He f;oes ihrouuh a sheat 
ol (Mipcrs' "Rhilwarn. (he chief 
minisicr's consniuencv with a 
(Mipulotion of tl lakhs has 4'»ii wsij ks 
samtioncJ. J a i sal met, with over lw*o 
Inkh people has onlv 41 works “ 
His unde. Mr Ifukum Siniih. 
jaisalincTs M1 j\ from IV57 to 1%7 
adds: ”li IS a dose cot tore, (he C’M 
and his mjiiisiers In disirii(v like 
.Mhpiir and Aarmcr. every ciltaii'e 
has (wn or three famine relief works 
Just look a( Sherjtarh, which is (he 
hvaUh minisier, Mr Ke(h Sinjih 
KaihoreS consiituencv. next lu 
Pokharan disirict Hhakri vilJaiie has 
ni >rb I nx No rel lef wi »rk s W h erea son 
(he Id her srde. 

Mr Chandra Vir Sinjih. (hen turns 
(o I he (upic of water ''Tankers have 
to (o Bikaner to hc' repauetl. h4 
nmkeis were sanctimii*d for iM4 vil* 
UKea. iU per cent to 40 per cent of 
I hem are inoperanve. Over 20 
tiihvwells have been elocirified, but 
even (he officials admit that pillars 
are rotten and fall down. If a pipe* 
line IS broken. ii takes almivst u week 
to l>e reiwired. This place is in a sore 
of no-man's land. One of (he en* 
umeeis heionjts to Jodhpur district, 
(he other (o Jaisafmer and thev keep 
passinu the imek. nolhmj: new re* 
paired ’ 

Next comes the suhjcci of cadle 


lutinini' fi'hef ivork in /irocrt's^ .if i‘'4.h.iiiiit 
sTV; • 



'fodder *'Tlw official 'r«iulh^(iie(^f' Is 
21 lakh quintals.There <i > only CO.OOO 
quintals. 30 per cent uf which is old 
and inedihle even for the cows." 

On t he subject of medical facilities 
Mr Siiijth said: "There are nine 
medical rural subcentres of which 
only iwi) are still wnrkinc K ha tori, 
opened in 19S9,i$ still running, 
Chhayan in 1976. dosed down the 
day It opened UJjan was opened on 
2$Marcn 1977 but it closed down the 
i»ame clay. Awai, opened in 1960, 
closed in 1981. Chandiin, opened in 
1978 still open. Nedal became 
operative in I9f>i). closed down in 
fv78. Chelak which was opened 4 
May 1979 closed down (he same day. 
Ka»;ala. opened in 1968, closed in 
1979, lUbur, opened in 1966. now 
inoperative' " 

The Ml.A condnued: "In 1980, 
posts for 2h ilucturs were sanctioned 
uf which five are vacant. Four posts 
for mnle nurses, grade one. were 
sanctioned. Only one it working. And 
of 27 posts for male nurses, grade 
two. sanctioned. 25 posts are vacant. 
There is no uarameoical stuff either. 
It is no wonder (hat (he doctors don't 
come here...(the friundutlun stone 
laid for the Pokharan hospiiul five 
years ago iv as far a« the building 
ever gut) "The health mimstot has 
admitted in the Assembly that TB is 
increasing m west Rajasthan. There 
IS one Tf hosjntai. but there is no 
isolation ward 1 can tell you that if 
you were to do a study uf the police 
lines in Jai.calmer. you would see 
that 70 per cent of the constables 
have TB Said Mr Kukum Singh: "1 
rememitcr it used to be said in the 
old days that after Kasauli. Jaisal* 
mer was (he most healthy place. 
There was no TB. But malnurrition 
has changed all (his. We had all the 
hotter, milk. Now whatever milk we 
produce goes in Delhi. The vitamin 
tablets given to the poor end up in 
the markets of Bombay.*' 


T he' first Village. 20 kilometres 
from Juis.ilmer where we stupix'd 
w.i^Damodru Jeomoand Mma, twi 
women wnnm wc met at the reser* 
votr whei*e ihc's had come ro draw 
water said that ihv pipeline was laid 
12 years ago. hut ihvro has been no 
water in it for the Iasi 10 years. The 
onlv water available to them was in 
the reservoir which is filled by a 
(anker every tbiee days. The hand 
pump lay idle: "Sot even a bird will 
drink this water, it is so bitter." The 
men wen* idle; there was no famine 
relief work here, many of (he cattle 
had died. Our next stop. Kaiioi, wa« 
40 kilomeiros from Jaisalmer The 
villagers said that 50 per cent of 
(heir cattle had died this year; that 
the condition this year was the 
worst in a long time. Said Virat 
Singh. "Mrs Candhi came here in 
1980 when there was famine. Two 
days before she came 400 labourers 
were employed Two days after she 
left. 61 > labourers were left at the 








nobody...What shall w« do. go to 
Pakistani Earliar. thara was noprob- 
lem. the cattle went to the Indus belt 
not more than 100 kiloraettes away 
when there was famine. Now we 
have to go to the Ganges bell, and 
even the Chambal...Lunar is four km 
from the Pakistan border. Across it, 
a bit further, is Amarkot. Ten km 
outside this village on the sand 
dunes is a broken water supply pipe* 
line, which could not make It to 
Lunar. As suon as we entered the 
village a crowd collected. Nobody 
ever comes to Lunar. The last coUec* 
lur, they said, came over four years 
ago. District officials never make it 
beyond half way across the desert. 
Said an angry Kanraj Sin^; “The 
government of India has forgottert 
us...they think that we are in 
Pakistan..." 

This isolated village has no medic¬ 
al faciliiiev no clean water, nor 
enough food. The nearest ration shop 
IS at Dabn. iO km of difficult desert 
terrain away, and no grain has 
reached ihu place for the last five 
numths. Those who foil sick have 
enough strength in ride a camel for a 
day Olid half to Sam, or ju^t pray lu 
<>i^ and hope fur a miracle. Antar 
Singh 14$) died m March, he could 
afford neither fix)d. nor could he 
make that inp tn Sam. 

biRty-year*uid Rhank Singh was 
once ntte of the richest men In this 
Village. Today he is left with a lore 
and cut in the corner of his cousin’s 
house. He sold his land in the 196fl* 
09 famtne. his wifeS tewelJery three 
years ago and the utensils the year 
before, lie is merely waiting fur 
death to relieve him of his misery of 
hunger and iJinesv 

Lunar's population consists nf 60 
per com Rajputs; the re.st is divided 
equally between the Kindhi Muslims 
and Meghwals. The last are the worst 
off. Most of the children were poibeb 
lied and had rkkuiy legs. But the 
most horrifying sight was of the 
one-year'<ild child, Sumeia, who had 
fhi* wrinkles of an old man. His 
bones could be seen piotruding be* 
neatb the wrinkled skin. For 
Sumero, death wa^ only a step away. 
His muther Phoola, a widow, had a 
broken hand and foot, both un 
attended Thev sat apart in a little 
room dependent toiallv on the 
crumbs iheir relatives would give to 
them. It bud now become a count by 
mouth: Phoola’s mother had taken 
awav the other child for she had food 
enough for only one more mouth. 

Phoola was clearly beyond hope; 
the hundred-rupee note we gave her. 
more 1 suppose to assuage our own 
conscience, did not make any differ¬ 
ence TO her. It could easily have been 
just a piece of paper. Looking at her 
one of the Rajputs said: '*We die a 
dog's death here .-r^irap. larap ke 
marre bar...If there is iiu famine 
relief this summer, we will die like 
fHeSaid yet another; “Give us 
cattle fodder, we will eni il...“ 
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SUNDAY SPtCIAL 


Can India conquer 
her weaknesses? 

AMARTYA SEN, Drummond Professor of Political Economy'in Oxford 
University/takes a look at India to assess her strength and weaknesses. 


I rwli.i's K'piiiaiiiiii Ait j Ijiul ilf I as ansjvni as 

tiu* luMtirv ns |><iv«*r(y. That miicvd reputadun 
iiiis chaii^eil in tvcvnt centunes. and intcrnaiHirtal- 
Iv Indiu In seen dnys ai a Jand of p<ivertv. 

KiinmoN. diNCMs«, Hijualoi, uisie. untouchahUiiv. 
Nepitr.iiiNin. <11 id chuiK. VIiin rfputaiiun. while vxaftKcr* 
iiled, IS lui^ iimlvNtrrved. Bur rliliius don't stuy Mntionjry, 
We hiive to .isk' whiih way is iiidia A Nulh of 

litimannv in involved. 

I .nMj i will; lh(t ecimoriiy. What did India liH>k like at 
the tiitie of iiulei>vndvni’e in 1S47? Jf was |HH»r. obvious* 
ly, but. more Ntrikiii»d,v. u I mint cum plot cly siaitnaui. In 
fiict. mjiw cstinuiic^ thui a m stable ^’onomic 

decline' look place diiriiik the la«i decodes of British 
rule. Ill IlivNc vvars Iiidun fmni output pfr hv«ul was 
failing:, drspiro the rather low Krowih ol population 
(aniuiid one per ceni u year I 

Ihe aveiatfc cx|ivc(4(iun iit life at birth in iirwlv 
indepi’iKleni Indie was a more Tlunv three years, tndja 
also vKperieiiLed a K>U3JUic taminc m W^. shortly 
beloro imleueiideme; tins killed around throe million 
l>i?opJe. While the («re;<t Bengal I* amine was not directly 
related to the decline in the amount of food available 
per hcsid (since ii took pl.ice at a time when there was a 
comparativelv good aM^iegate food supply i. it brouftht 
out the disastrnus vulneiabllitv of several occupation 
l*r(>iipN III the Indian population to the vagaries of 
economic fluctuations. 

Judged r'lgaiiiM this background, India’s economic 
performance since independence ts bound to appe<jr 
quite creditable. Its national product has grown steadily 
raster than iHrpulatiun, and the process has speeded 
iip>-and It is comforiahiv ahoao of the populution 
growth of about two per cent. Agncuhure. no limger 
stationary, has grown siifficienily for India to be self* 
sufficiem in movt years and often more than that. Some 
regions within the country, e.g., Punjab, have grown at 
rates high enough lo compare with the fsst'growing 
economies in the Far East. Tho popular world image of 
India as a model of Malthusian decline survives, but the 
reality i< different. 

There have been nu major famines since independ 
ence. While droughts and floods have threatened famine 
Uor example, In Bihar in 1968. in Maharashtra in 
1971-73, in West Bengal in 19781. public action has 
revented a traditional catastrophe from taking place, 
ife expectancy at birth has gone up fn^m thirty^three 
years to fiftvnwo years. While the fall in the death rate 
led initially to a sharp increase in the rate of population 
growth, that gi'owili liaN leceiitly btfeii declining because 
the birthrate has been falling. It siUl has a lung way to 
fall, and there is little cause for smugness, especially 
since China and Sri Lanka have achieved so much more 
in reducing the birthrate than India has. But even the 
relatively moderate fall in birthrate from 44 to 3€ per 
thousand during the last two decades has now given 
India the third lowest birthrate among the **]ow>income 
economies.** .Some regions in India, especially Kerala, 


have Itcen more ffuccessful in cutting down tho birthrate 
than have otherN 

The post*independence period has also seen some 
farreaching changes in the legality of the caste system, 
and these have included making the practice of un* 
louchability a criminal offence. India nas been many 
years ahead of the West in Inirodiicing its own program* 
mes of affirmative .tc'tuin and positive discrimination, 
The Constitution of ihe republic of liidia. which came 
into force in 19^, iwu und aJialf years alter independ¬ 
ence. makes explicit provision fur such actions, in the 
civil service a substantial luimiH'r of iiibs have been 
reserved fur memlxus of ihe "scheduled castes”— 
officialese for iraiiiiional "untouchable” groups and 
viheduled tribes. An a temporary measure, a proportion 
of seats in the laik Suhha were reserved fur "uniouch- 
Mbies” fthe others being “general'* scats upen to all 
citizens). The Njme wav done in the I.egishiiurcs of the 
states The number of “uniouchablcs” in positions of 
power and influence has grown rapidly under these 
"iMiMtively distrimm.iiory" arrangements. 



Indion society is o deeply troubled one, 
with extreme injustices heoped upon 
dreodful inequities. 




















Ever since independence, it has be^ 
feored that, in view of its regionol 
diversities. Indio would soon break 
up... But this has not hoppened. 


I t all ihij sounds Uk« a propaganda handout by a 
pro* India lobby. 1 should warn that I wilt presenttv 
argue that Indian society is a deeply troubled one, with 
extreme injusiiccs heaped upon dreadful inequities. But 
wp cannot begtn to view India's problems and failures 
intelligently without acknowledging what has been 
achieved. 

The exponvnni of science and tvchnulogy in India— 
including nuclear |xiwer-~has received some comment 
lately. It has been ixiinted out that “by some estinuites" 
India “ranks next lo the United States and the Soviet 
Union in its number of highly irained nuclear scim* 
tists." India's higher educaiiun sector i« vast. In the 
number of students enrolled m higher education as a 

E ierceniage of the population aged twenty to twenty- 
r>ur. not only is India a considerable distance ahead of 
any oihpi country of comparable income leveb but there 
is m fact no country with even twice India's per capita 
income that vomus anywhere close to its htgher educa¬ 
tion ruiio. In China, for example, the number of students 
in iristituiions of higher education is about one per cent 
of the corrosprinding age group, whereas in India that 
raini is eight per cent. In the number uf doctors per unit 
of popalioion, India is second unly to China among all 
count ties having income per head no higher than twice 
India's 

I ought to discuiu two nther achievements of some 
Imnoriance before i take up the had news, liver since 
indepondeiice, it has been feared that, in view of its 
jvgiunal diver'^mes, fndi.i would soon break up. It has 
ulsu bt'on diiubtcd wIiL'ihvr India is. in any sense, one, 
country. The inevit.tlnliiy of disintegration was most 
pJausiblv iirgueil Bui this has not happened. The 
so-cal ltd “most dangerous decades'* have come and 
gone. There huvt Wen regional tensions, hut the social, 
cultuial. and vionomic ^nds have proved to be too 
sriongtosnap -01 even s'ome close to snapping. 1 believe 
the litNroncal basis ot Indian unity is often underesti 
mated by those who attribute to the innocent British the 
creation of a sense of “Indianness." which m fact has 
deepci inuts. The firs* volume of the recently published 
C'ambj idge Kc<>n()mic‘ tfistoty of India, edited by Tapan 
Ruythiiudhun and Irfan Hahib. bnng.s out the extent of 
socuil and ecunumic integiation that obiained in pre- 
Biiiish India. 

I heitf are. of course, several peripheral groups, e.g. 
the numciicaltv small but politically important tribes in 
extreme iKiriheast India, .md retaining their lo.valty has 
often irtvolved the use of force—even brutality. Howev¬ 
er. foi most uf ihe country separatism has proved to be a 
verv M'eak force much overestimated by “experts.*' 
foicMgii and domestic Whtle vauous mrerjia/rearrange¬ 
ment % (such as revision of interstate divisionsi have 
occurred, the nation of two-thirds of a billion people^ 
with 14 majoi languages, has survived remarkably 
intact. 

The second achievement concerns the effects of the oil 
crisis and the world recession. India is dependent on oil 
imports, thinigh attempts have been made recently to 
find more oil within the country. Despite the hike of oil 
pi lies 111 197.k which expanded India's impoit bill 
remarkably, it^ foreign exchange earnings also in¬ 
creased rapidly. While India's terms of trade declined 
sharply with the rise in oil prices, the volume of us 
exports incieased much faster than the volume of its 
imports ilirniigh the Seventies. India also earned large 
remittances from liiduii.t working abroad, especially m 
the Middle Last. India has had moie difficulty' In coping 
with the second rnund of oil price rises, in the late 


Sevemset. but all fo alTti hn 
renarkably well. And in recent years—Respite ue world 
recesaiorv—the Indian economy has grown at dn unuaual* 
ly rapid rate. Taken together these achievements are 
certainly impressive. Wlut cs the uther side of the story? 

(aOpeak of me as I am," said Othello. To apply the 
wsome principle to India today offers much scope 
forcriticisro. One can, for example, point out that India's 
long-term average growth has been much lower then the 
world average; that Indian agriculture has got by with 
seme help from good monsoons in recent years; that one 
reason India has weathered the uil crisis so well is that it 
is relatively near to the Middle Itasi. Even as it has 
suffered from the rise in oil prices. India has benefited 
from the consequent shift in world iiicume from the West 
to the Middle East, which has been much more mebned 
TO buy Indian goods, services, and skills. 

These facts, howevei. do not really detract from 
India's achievements. Judged historically, the speeding 
up of Indian economic exjiutisliin from; at best. ;u9t 
about one per cent at the lime of independence, to three 
to J.S per cent and rather higher more I'ccently cannot 
be dismissed merely by noting that it is only recently 
ttaei India's performance has become inierrietionally 
respectable, pai 1 ly as a result of lower gj owth uf the rest 
of the world Nor can the muiisCHins-on close analysis'- 
be seen to be the nnlv majoi influence on the change in 
India's growth pcrforinaiuv And insufai as India has put 
the Middle Eastern iHioin io g<M*d use, ir has been able to 
do this because uf its puiiuitial for domestic pioduciicm. 
rhe HvailabiJiiy of skilled uinl somi skilled workers, and 
a willingness to seise economic u|i|>iiri unities aa they 
arise. The real blots on lndi,Ts (lerfurmance lie elite 
where. 

One of the ma|or blots i« iliv survival uf regular 
malnutrition-as disiinvi fiom acme siaivatUin anc' 
famines—m miisi pairs of |mfi,i At least a third of the 
rural popuUiion seems to surier hum lUitiitionel inade* 
quacicn. The deprivation is rspeciallv common fur 
landless lural latwureis. whose cntiitemviii to food In 
the market economy of India resH on their abiUry to sell 
then labour and buv loml Dejieiidiiig on the varying 
chances fur employmeiu and ivlaiive unces. a great 
many of these lamilies remain hungrv o )ot of the time. 
This class of ruj.ii wage Jabomers has been the tradition¬ 
al victim of S<»u(h A^ncn tamiiics leg . the Great Bengal 
Famine of 1943. the famine in neixlibnui mg Bangladesh 
m 19?4i. While this class has iioi had to lace a famine in 
post independence India. ii hai h.ul to live with regular 
malnutrition and eiulennc luuigcr. 

Estimates of poveity in India are usually related to 
nutritional norms such as the amount of calories people 
need. Theie haxe been a great many controversies 
among Indian eLonomisK .mil nutiituiiiists on the choice 
of such norms (even on whether they are meaningful at 
all I as well as on the use o1 these iiuims fur statistical 
analvMS of Indi.t’s t>ecfoi maiue in relieving poverty. 
While some estimates shim an increase in poverty 
despite economic giowih. others suggest a slight ame- 
Iioi at ion of the incidence ot poveity. But there is no 
picture whaiv>evcr of a decisive change fur the better. 

India's “self-sulficiency" in fond has tu be assessed in 
the light of the limiieJ pinchaMiig piiwi'r of the Indian 
masses. Their needs may he laigi', but iheir “entitle¬ 
ments'* in the market aie small, rhai the economy 
produces enuugb tu meet iheii maiket demand )h not in 
Itself a gigaiitic'achievemeiit. Tfieie has been no great 
“shortage" in the markei--ii<» “crisis'* to deal with—but 
at leasi a third of the luial p«*piilaiion has regularly— 
end quietly—gone lo bed huogi e and inaJnuiiriHhed. The 
government has been able to igiuiic ihis endemic hunger 
oecauve that hungvi h.is neither W lo a mn on ihe 
market, and chaos, imi gnmii inio an acute tamine with 
people dying of vtaiiaiion PeiMstciii nideily hungei 
does not upset the svsiem 
Could India have done otherwise? Ii coula be argued— 
indeed ii is argued—That given rhe extremely low level 
erf income from which India has started, ir could not 
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really do eayihind else until ecoiMaiic growtii pot dke 
ladUn people et e diilerent level of economic prospericy 
altosetner. Does ihai ergumeni liold up? The contrest 
with Chine u relevant here, but that raises a great many 
complex issues, some of which 1 shall take up later. 
Fewer problems are posed by a comparison %«rirh Sri 
Lanka, which belongs to the same region and has a 
political system not far different from India's. 

For a long time now Sri Lanka has followed the policy 
of providing extensive social services, including dis* 
iribution of subsidised rice. The nature of that subsidy 
has varied over the years^sornetimes cheaper rice was 
made available for all. at other times some rice was 
given free to anyone qualifying by a means test. While 
Sri Lanka's per capita income is of the same order xti 
magnitude as that of India and Pakistan, and its total 
amouni of available food (measured in calories) per unit 
of population is also quire comparable, cases of endemic 
hunger are much rorer in Sii Lanka than in the 
subcontinent. And the expectation of life at birrh in Sri 
Lanka—estimated to he about sixiy oine years—is fat 
closer to (he figures of rich countries than to those of 
India and Pakistan (fifry*rwo and fifty years respective* 
iy). The rice policy is by no means the only factor 
respon^lble for the difference, but it has certainly 
contributed tubstantially to the result, and the general 
programme id goveniment financed social services—of 
which (he rice iwlicy and medical provisions are part— 
has worked powerfully in that direction. 

It IS thus not Quite the case that India's overall povertv 
rules out all policies other than the one it has followed 
Food subsidies in Sn Lanka have cost no more than five 
per cent of its GhfP. and it they were similarly expensive 
in India, they would have amounted to less than just one 

t ear's growth of (tNP. at India'.s current rate of growth. 

ur InJia's approach to .social services has In feet, beer 
sadly unimaginative and breathtakinglv conservative. 
The deal that the government of India stmek recently 
with the hitern.iiional Monetary Fund, leading to the 
approval of (he largest loan (exceeding Sfive billion) 
that (he IMF hav ever given to ariy couniry. seems to 
involve a pattern of development that includes a further 
move in the direction of the no*nonsense South Korean 
model .md that will have the effect of excluding 
ambitious programmes of social services. There is not 
much reason tn doubt (hat this type of policy can bring 
dividends in high economic growth, but its impact on the 

S uality of life will be slow It is worth noting that South 
orea. with five and a half times the per capita income 
of Sri Lanka, still has a slightly lower expectation of life 
than Sri Lanka. Nevertheless, (be Indian leaders seem to 
have clearly decided on a strategy focused on growth, 
with an astonishingly conservative approach to social 
services. 

Thai conservatism happens to fit quite well with the 
elitist character of Inman society and politics. The 
powerful groups have much to gain from high growth. If 
intensive public efforts were made to eliminate endemic 
malnutrition immediately, that would benefit groups 
that are less powerful, ft is important to understand the 
elitist nature nf India tu make sense of India's policies. 
The elite groups In India are remarkably poweiiul, and 
while they are a small minority of a nation of 700 million 
people, they are still numerically large. The elite must 
not be confused with just the industrial leaders or the 
bourgeoisie. It includes, among others, millions of civil 
servants, business people, cooimercial farmers, educa* 


Many womei i hold prominent positions in 
Indio not to mention the most powerful 
Prime Minister the country hos hod...But 
the general position of women in Indian 
society IS nothing short of scondolous. 


In view of the price that Indio has to poy 
for its politicol system, rt could be oskea: 

ore these liberties worth it? Would not 
better feeding, clothing end healtih for the 
IrKlion populotion compensote for the loss 
of liberty which offer all effectively 
concerns only o minority? 


tors, office workers, aod small landowners. In fact, it 
includes many people who are themselves poor by 
international standards. • 

Nur is it (he case that the Indian elite is unenlight* 
ened, or indifferent to (he rest of. the community. The 
moral and political consciousness of the Indian elite 
does not permit, lor example, a major famine in India, 
and when a serious famine threatens, public interven* 
tion is swift and effective. Even reports on pockets of 
acute starvation by probing journalists^-and there are 
many excellent ones in India—get prominent attention 
in newspapers and produce some response. On the other 
hand, removing the quiet presence of non.acute, ende* 
mic hunger docs not have high priority in that elitist 
muraliiv and politics. 


T he roots of elitism go way back in Indian history. The 
Hindu view of mankind—stratified and hierarchic* 
al—connects with it. The firm grip of ihe elite can be 
seen in practically evei% sphere of social activity in 
India. Recently, the historian Ranajit Guha has argued 
in Wntiiifti on South Attiait Hi>iory and Society that It is 
difficult to disemangle the events of the hmory of South 
Asia, since even the. writing of hisiory in the Indian 
.s«»bcun(jnen( is so "dominated bv elitism.** As far as 
politics is concerned, it is remarkable that much of the 
leadership of all political parties in India—from the 
extreme right to the extreme left—comes from this elite 
background. It is not so much that the leaden join the 
elite when they establish themselves but that (hey 
typically come from that stratum already. 

Some of the achievements of India that I discussed 
earlier reflect the success of elitism The remarkable 
expansion of higher education is a case in point. This 
applies to liberal university education, and also to 
science and technology. The other side of the coin can be 
leen in the shocking neglect of elementary education. 
After thirty-five years of independence, only a miserable 
36 per cent of adult Indians are literate. In this nation 
with a nuclear capacity, well-developed scientific kno¬ 
whow, and a higher education ratio perhup eight times 
that of China, nearly two'thirds of the citisens simply 
cannot read or write. 

Speculation on the influence of cultural history is 
usually rather treacherous, but there might well be some 
significance in the fact that in countries moulded by the 
less elitist Buddhist tradition, primary education is 
much more widespread and bigner education much less 
so than in the land of Hinduism. This applies even to 
Buddhist countries in the same region, such as Burma 
and Sri Lanka; their adult literacy races are 70 per cent 
and 85 per cent respectively (against India’s 36 per cent) 
and their htgher<eaucation enrolment as a proportion of 
rbe population aged twenty to twenty.four is four per 
cent and one percent respectively (as opposed to India's 
eiahi per cent). ^ 

Underdevelvpment of elementary education seems to 

f o hand in hand with limitation of other social services. 

erala, the one state in India tha^ has had a high level of 
literacy and schooling for a long time, also has a much 
better develop^ system of social services, including 
medical care. The expectation of life at birth in Kerala 
is, in fact, much eJoeer to that of Sri Lanka than to that of 
the rest of Indio. But Kerala occupies an unusual 
position in Indian history. It has had rather different 
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Uwt iod tenurUl irranymoott. Wmm batf 
Bad a {argar role in property inheriiance. Ir hat also 
been more open to outside influence. Chrisiians cane 
there bv the lourth century and Jews shortly after the 
fall of Jerusalem, and both gut on well with the Hindu 
kin^ and with the population; there were long standing 
and close iradinx ties with many foreign countries 
including the Arab world; iind Kerala also elected the 
first communist government in India in the 1957 state 
elections. The dividing line lietween the elite and the 
non-elite has been under pressure fur a long time m 
Kerala 

I mentioned earlier pukitive discrimination in favour 
of “untouchable” groups. Re'^rving civil service jobs 
and legislative puMtioiis has certainly had tlw effect of 
increasing subviontially the number of “untouchables” 
in positions of power and influence. But there is litle 
evidence that this has coniribuied substantially ir 
improving the lot of the gicat majonty of “untouch 
ables” in the country. The high correlation of un 
louihablity with economic ihsjdvdntaee^in particular 
landlessness and poverty—makes it mfftculi to trans¬ 
form the general position ul "untouchables** wiihuui 
very sulisianiul ocnnomiv change. Moreover, social 
conver>rioris have bt^en hard to break by purely legal 
means, such as the laws against the practice of uniuucna- 
bility 

In fact, in recent years t*;c persecution uf “untusich 
able” group.s by mt^mberv of Mime of the rural upper and 
middle castes seems to base iniensified; and in some 
legions this oppression has even taken k sharply violent 
foim. Monibeis of' uniiiiichahlv” communities seeking a 
betier economic or sikmI deal tc.g. less exploitative 
labour relations) base t>een Mib.iocted to harassmeni. 
bvKling. burnhig of homo, and even murder While tlie 
otfeiulcrs have hven hrought to justice in manv ca.srs 
(often only afier newspaper leporis and the resulting 
public ouirugoK ihe prewrifive measures have been 
Italic iiiadeipuile. uml incidents of such violence con¬ 
tinue 10 occur in dilferunt parts of rural India. Because 
of tho nil ill [wwvi stroctu I eleven the nature of the 
police force—It is dJtfictilt io wipe oui this violence 
without it much firmer and brn.tdiT um* of central p«»wer. 

It IS iiKo icmmkiihlc that iho\<' "uniouchahles” who 
are iiov> in a poMiioo of influence thanks to positive 
disci imination have -with a few excrpl ions--done very 
little to help oihcis left behind Recently, the Dalit 
Sangharsh Samiti has strongly criticised ihe inaction ul 
"Dalit legisUtius. Membeu «id IWIiamenc. and ministers 
In the face of growing airociiies” against other Dahls 
Po«iitive di’ic rim I nation has often done no more ihan 
recruit ynne of the ablest, or must advanced, “untmich- 
able" members into the charmed circle of the Indian 
elite. One thinks of MarxS remark; "The more a ruling 
ciiis.s is aide to assimilate the foremost minds of a.ruled 
class, the more stable and dangerous becomes its rule.'' 

The elitist character of Indian stKiety is brought out 
also by the treatment of women. Mahv women hold 
prummoni positions in Indiie^us parliameniariaas, poli¬ 
tical leaders, academics. UmPirs. artists, and others— 
not to mention the most powerful Prime Minister the 
country has hud. Although women m elite groups may 
still suffer from disadvantages, many doors are open to 
them. Blit the general p<»sition of women in Indian* 
society is nothing short of scandalous. Their morialiiy 
rates are typically higher than men’s (except for those 
above thirty five). The expectation of life at birth is 


The elections, the newspapers, ond the 
political liberties work powerfully OQoinst 
dramotic deprivotions and new sufferings, 
but eosily allow the quiet continuation of 
on ostonishing set of oersistent injustices. 


The strengths end weoknesses of the 
Indian system ore clear eriough. It permits 
endemic molnutrition ond hunger thot is 
not ocute, so long os these hoppen quietly; 
it does not permit o famine both because it 
would be too acute ond because it cartnot 

happen quietly. 


lower for the Indian female than for the Indian mala, 
and this pattern is quite contrary to ihat of the over¬ 
whelming majority of countries. Malnutrition too Is 
more common among female.t. In studying the effects of 
the 1978 fliKids in West Bengal, it was found that even 
among children under five, severe malnutrition was 
about 60 per cent more frequent fur girls than for boys. 

All this helps to explain the exiraordmarv fact that the 
su-callcd sex ratio—the percentage oi females to 
males-m India has declined fnim around 97.2 per cent 
ill 1901 to 9i S p4*r cent in the l«i$i census in 1981 This is. 
of course, an ominous and Mart ling trend, since with 
modernisation one would have expected a relative 
reduction of female mortnliiv vis a-vi$ male mortality. 
On the contrary, it appears that with the progress of 
modern medicine and health services in India, the 
opportimiiies have Iweii much more effectively—and 
unequally-seised by men than hv women. The traili* 
tiunai dilfeiences have Ixien heightened by new opjior- 
funities, aivl «is (he absolute positinnv of fKith men and 
women have slowly impruved in he.ilth and lungcvity, 
the refarne pusiridn of women has fallen bnhiiiiT. This 
d<wv not of course happen among the elite—not much 
anyway The p«*cuhariiies ami mequitie.s uf the re spec 
tive mortality latcs oi men xrd wnmen among the 
m»n-clite tnajiurtv m India have not become a major 
policy issue in clilist IndiM. 

Insofar as elitism is seen as one of ih« main problems 
with India, a compurisrm wiih China is obviously re¬ 
levant. With (ho establishment of communist China, 
anii elii ism immediately isceame one ol the major emph¬ 
ases of Its olticial policy, and during the Cultural 
Revolution this as|>e€i nf Chinese (xihcy became particu 
larly prominent. Cerininiy, anti-Hiiisr achievements of 
China are very substantial. The iraditiunal rural power 
structure was smashed etfcccivHy. the hold nf the urban 
elite quite transformed Schooling and medical services 
have expanded rapidly and are much mure widely 
spread than in India. The general level of nuiritiun has 
vastly improved, l.ifv expectancy—between sixly-tour 
and Sixty nine years according to various receni e$(i- 
matev—IS much higher than India's miserable fifty two 
years. 

But aniKlitn^m has caused grave casualiie.s too. The 
chaos and destruction in the old universiiy >.ystem that 
look place during the Cultural Kevolutiuii have clearly 
exir.icted a heavy price, and while the system is 
currently being rehuift, a great deal remains to he done. 
The tyranny imposed during the Cidiural Revolution 
was afso justified by the anti-eiiiht policv, and evert the 
more mi^erarv accounts suggest a merciless exirom- 
ism—torture, "punishments," kiliiiig>-m the treatment 
of a cmisiderable part of the population. India's record 
in this respect is obviously less di^uiering. As Fox 
Butterfield, who was the Sew Yurk rtme.« correspondent 
in China, puts it in hts disturbing book China: Ahve in 
the Bitter ties, except for the short period of the 
“emergenev," which ended in Mrs Gandhi’s electoral 
defeat, Int^io “has maintained its political freedom; 
there have bueii no unchecked Public Security Ministry, 
no street committees, mi network of forced-lab<mr 
camps, no persecution uf whole groups of peoule lie- 
cause they were intelleciujis or had rulaiives who had 
once been landlords, no destruction of lihruries and 
universities " 
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B UI in yitfw uf ch« pric« thac India bas to p^y iot ir& 
xy<tem. itcuuld be a^ked: arethnelib^ies 
wonh ir^ Wi»uJ(i nut better feediniu cloihinA and health 
for the Ituliuti populatiuii eumpeii&ate for the losa uf 
liberty which ufter all effectively concerns only a 
minority? 1 iteJieve ihis wav uf posmp the choice is buib 
liaoul and wniitp. first, there i> little evidence that 
mailers ot liberiv Jo not concern most itf the people, 
even in pom counirics. indeyd» the response id Indian 
votuis lo Mrs (lUriJhi's “ecnerKenty" rule demonstrated 
the wider concerns of one of the pooiesT electorales In 
the will Id. It Is iiuleod lem.ii k.ihle that a lommuniiv of 
voters who are re.uls to loleraie so much csononsic 
inei|iiiiy ami aiv >*• dilhcnli lo inoinhse apaiiist oUtist 
p<ilicies could he so ifiiuk to move in its rvjeclion of 
iviannv. 

Second, the i hone (losed isunieal A lepime in wliu h 
basic hhcrlivs aiv sc veielv suppressed, and in which ihv 
ptiveinmeiil c.ioiioi Ih' soled out of oltiie no matier what 
it docs, is tleeplv anpiediciahle, and rheie is no piiaian' 
lec that even I,nciesc.de st.iivahoii .11 id f.imines would 
nut ociui uiidci such a u 14line JmU'col. there is clear 

cvKiencc now that 10 ( ... the ihiee years liom 

nS^l lo 1%I a uieat Mi,mv fieople died fioni lack of IimhI 
rile cAuci si/e oi 1 hc' estia nioiialiiv caused l>y the 
hiod piohleni uuriainv ioolii>s« 1 sial One estinniTe. 
hascd mi otiicial Chinese ctata. iiuluates that ihe vMtit 
iriortahiv doling a him sear jieiiod iricindnip the* MmhI 
ciisis years w,is ,il)i>oi h>*> million. 

Miere aie various otl.et esiirnales No matter which <4 
the vanoiis t>siimales ue pn k. *lieiv ciinnctt Ih* anv 
seiious doulii lhal ibeie was iinlv appalling exita 
nioi talilv dui im: ihe food ci isis v< ars The same staiistic 
al approach -lomsinp loi c*sna inoit.diiy—was usi>d to 
caKuluie the size o| the taeai Bciiital l amine of l*J4 t. 
and the extia inoriahts dui mu the veais from IV<I < lo 
wiis eshiTlaled lo ive ai’oimd ihiec nnllmn 1 much in 
excess of the official 1 lumv ol ] niiillion), <ln thal basis 
I he Hertpal I aonm* of l*>41 couiiis as ihc laiuesr famine m 
Soolli A'la III this cenl III s* Ihc stale ol Chrnese moiial 
i(v s<*cirs to have l>ven laipei So the C hnu'se* cafas 
trophe of inTt to l*JOl dwarjs even the pie« 
iitdependeiiLe laninies in liiih.i. and as I have ulreads 
noted, there have heeii no tna.ioi famines ni the |H»st 
mdejKfiideuci' period in Iridni .Mtliouuh iho Chinese 



The response of Indian voters to Mrs 
Gondhrs "emergency" rule demonstrated 
the wider concerns of one of the poorest 
electorotes of the world. It is remarkable 
thot a community of voters who ore reody 
to tolerate so much economic inequity ond 
ore so difficult to mobilise ogomst elitist 
policies could be so quick to move in its 
rejection of tyranny. 




The government (of lr>dio) hos been oble 
to igrtore endemic hunger because that 
hunger has neither led to o run on the 
morket, and chaos, nor grown into on 
acute fomlne...Persistent orderly hunger 
does not upsei the system. 


have an esnnontU svsitm thal makes puaranteninK food 
fuc'vvrsunc' much vasic.*r than In Ok* liiJIun ecunoeny, it 
IS Chiiu r.iihc*r than India that has had sudden larges* 
call' deaths tram KMtd dioriaKO m rvceni times. And ihis 
has happened di*spi(c the l.ict that in a normal year, the 
CluncM* |MHii .!(«• much boifcr ted than the I rid fan poor. 

Whai IS also lemaikabk' ixrhai the new^iiif hunger and 
death in China could fuel 10 hec<ime more widely known. 
Ii IS univm I he last lew wars ~nearly twenty years after 
the V vent-that Ihv extol it uf the adamity hus been 
Jiknuwivilged. and this has hup|>ened after a major 
change in thv ('hiwsv leadership. In India even a 
li action nt ihat death rull would have immediately 
laiised ii siorm in I he newspapers and h turmoil in the 
Indian Pailuirnrnt. and the ruling government would 
almost certainlv have had tii ivsign Any guvernmeiit 
keen on staviiitf in power would have had tet avoid such* 
siai vaiion deaths from taking place at any cost. Thus the 
i|iii*siNm ol f(M»d and starvaiKin ts not unrelated to the 
issue of hlH*rties. ol newspapers, and, ultimately, of 
dvAiucraiv. The >M»viei famines m the Thirties point 
toward tfiv same lossun. Su does (he Kampuchean 
taniiiiv id more recent years. 

What Wei .lingsheng called '*tlic fifth inodernisa- 
tcon’*"ihe establishment of democratic rights—in his 
t.inious w.ill'poster message of December 197 S (after 
which he was sent to prison for 15 years) is not only 
vidiiablv in risvlf. as he* emphasised,'but it also has a 
crucial iiistrumvnt.d fumuon in giiaiantceing food and 
oihvi iivcvssiiic's of life. The Chine.se ux]H.*r lance brings 
out the (lenaliies of doing without '*lhe fifth mudermsa* 
tioit ** The Indian vxtH'riviiLe dues not contradict the 
v.iluc’ of democratic iights-'ii confirms that value—but 
11 also shows h<iw cmsiIv terrible inequities can survive 
(/vv;iirv'‘rhe hlih modernisation." The issue uf democra- 
Ik i igbis is o.irt <if a bigger social picture. In itself it does 
Hot iiiiikv I lie picture, hut If it is excluded, the picture 
has .1 crucial gap m it. 

Miv strengths and weaknesses of (he Indian system 
aiv clear enough. It ptrmiis endemic malnutrition and 
hunger that is nor uvuie, vi long as these happen quietly; 
It d«H*s not ik’rmii a famine Imih l>ecause it would be too 
acuie and because' 11 cannot happen quietly. It permits 
ihv injiisiKV i»t keeping a large majority of (he people 
I line rate while ihe elite enjoys the* benefits of a vast 
sysiem of higJtvr t'ducatnm. U tolerates the continuing 
disad caul ages of those who formerly suffered from 
explicit discrrminatiuri. even though such discrimination 
is now made illegal, und even though ^‘positive discri* 
fliinaiion** promotes a small number from (he bottom 
^stralum lo piisiuons of power and influence os new 
rcHTiiits to the elite. The elections, the newspapers, and 
the political lilierties work powerfully against dramatic 
deprivations and new suffering's, hut easily allow the 
quiet continuation of an astonishing set of persistent 
injustices. 

This dichotomy scents to me to be (he central pumi in 
judging how India is doing It is doing quite well m many 
spc*cific respects—«.g., m terms of growth of income per 
person, in guaranteeing many traditional liberties, in 
developing science ana technology and higher educa* 
tinn. in iiiiiimg more dpamtsm into agriculture, in 
mc'etiug the nil crises and the world recession. Bur this 
record has to l>e as^issed in the light of the peibistont 
iniHjuities, and the basic weakness of modern India that 
sustains (hem. It is a weakness that is not being 
cnnqueied. 
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A giant scientific leap 

for India 


ANITA PRATAP reports Trom Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh on the successful 
launching of SLV-3 that put the third Rohini satellite into orbit. 


I t in.iv snull su p tor 

miUikind hiir it wos j ^lunt Vdp 
fui The succcssiul, near 

perfoi'i t<ike*otl ot (tie 
lunixlv doveJoped led and ivhitc* 
katdiitv launch veluOc iSLV i [>2> 
rocket ihui pin the third Kohini 
saieJIiic into orbit on 17 April, hm 
enabled India to achieve J firmer 
fcioihuid in the ftiubal club tlidt cum 
pilsus siv select nutions At the mo* 
laeni. India, n may be recalled, 
jtaiiivd a formiil cntiv into thJ^ekchi. 
ttivu club (which ha^ the United 
Status of Amei icUi ibe Soviet Union. 
I’ranee, Britain. J.ipan and China •s 
its other members), cm IK July ISKO 
with the ^ucce'iiiliil launchiiiK of the 
second ekpvrimcnial SLV.3. On thei 
day India had proved her tHtetlite 
launch capability. On 17 April l^S.V 
she reaffirmed hei techiio|r>i;ical 
progrccN, 

The St.V. 1*02 i^^ a inurNtuite vdd 
prupelliinl rocket. 21 mvires lonR 
and wtfiKhing 16.9 lonncs Pe^ipned 
at the Space Apphciilion Ceniie. 
Abmedabad. of ine Indian Space 
Rc.scajch OrKanisetion tlSROi, the 
rockfit was evolved ai the Vikram 
Sara hh a I Centre fVSSCi. Tri 

vandrum The first .successful ea* 
perimeiitul launching of the Indiae* 
nously developed $LV 3 look place 
on 18 July 1080, when a .f.^ kft Rohini 
satellite was put into low earth orbit. 
This was the culminaiioii of alioiit 
seven years of developmental work. 
The saielUic was cssentiuliv used for 
monitoring che performance uf che 
fourth stage parameters of the rock¬ 
et itself. The first developmental 
flight of the SLV-? look place on 30 
May 1981. Thu launch itself was a 
success but the second Kuhini (RS*1) 
that It ejected into space, lasted for 
only nine days instead of the pro¬ 
jected lifespan of .300 days, due in a 
lower injection altitude. 

The SLV-3 D2 launched on 17 
April from Sriharikota in Andhra 
Pradesh was the second developmen 
tak flight and the last of the SI.V 
senes. Thes SLV 3 model has a mnd 
ified fourth stage motor, described 
by (SKO scientists a> "one of the 
most suphisiicated m the world.** It 
is cipable of injecting the satellite 
into a higher orbit, thereby preclud* 
ing the possibility of a shortening uf 
lifespan, as happened in the case uf 
(he second Rohini The third Rohini 
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satellite that was launched into 
space nn 17 April iRS t)2> weighing 
41 kg can ICS an impruved ver^n 
of landmark iidckenihat the second 
Rohini earned I a« paylu«id named 
'Smart Sensor' The seiistir is a twu* 
band sobdMate camera capable of 
cl«is>ifving ground features like wa* 

The SLl Xiaies n/f 


ter, vegetation, bare land, cloud or 
^^ow through an onlxjard processing 
of data. The satellite also incorpo* 
rates an additional vo yo mechanism 
to de spin the satellite to lower spin 
rates rnar are needed for payload 
operation. 

The venue of the 17 April launch 
was Sriharikota. a picturesque spin* 
die shaped island, that ba.sk* he* 
tween the Bay uf Bengal uiid the 
Pulirat Lake. In 1%9, when the 
ISRO decided to develop the SLVs 
for launching satellite into tow earth 
orbits, an extensive aerial survey 
was conducted tu locate a suitable 
launch sire on the east coast. It was 
important to locate a spot on the east 
coast because the launch vehicle 
could then uke advantage of the 
earth's ea$i to*wtfSi rotation. Srihar 
ikoia was found to bo ideal because 
ii satisfied all the necessary condi* 
tiuns. Murouvei, the area was re¬ 
latively u 111 IIhabited, thus providing 
a safeiv zone Jiound the launch site. 
Apart fiom saielbie launch facilities, 
the Shar centre tbnharikoia), also 
has facilities for launching large 
mull I St age suundmg lockeis. These 
rockets are launched as putt of dc* 
velopmental activities or for scien* 
tific investigations of upper atmos* 

E here. So far. more than, 300 rockets 
ave been launched from the Shar 
range. Sounding rockets are also 
being launched regularly from the 
other two ranges ot 1SR(3 Till date. 
l.SOO rockets have been blasted off 
from the Thumba Equatorial Laun¬ 
ching Station (TERSLS) near Tnvan* 
drum and about 300 from the Bala* 
sore station located un the east coast. 
It may be pointed out that TERSLS 
range is India's international laun* 
ching facility dedicated to the Un* 
itedNatiuns. Its location, very close 
to the geomagnetic equator, renders 
it ideaffor conducting scientific stu* 
dies in aerunomy. meteurology and 
x-ray astronomy. 

On II April 1983, SLV was mated 
to the launcher.'^he final countdown 
began 24 hours prior to the take*off 
time fixed at 11 am. There was a 
nasty moment when the 20 months' 
efforts of the scientists appeared to 
be on the brink of being aborted. 
Witfi barely seconds left for the 
blaet-off. there was a directive to 
'hold' operations from the mission 
director. Mr Ved Prakash Sandlas. as 












« teikic wu iocMd in one of thn 
cempQiofs. Bw the prohieas were 
<]ijicsiy resohred end the countdown 
resiuD^, culminetiog in e perfect 
tftke-^f ar 11.OS am. Two Ainuiea 
and 20 seconds leeer. Rohini was 
hurled into orbit. Miauon successful. 
Nervous anxien in the block house 
where the ISRO scientists and tech¬ 
nicians were manning operations 
with be ted breeths, soon Mve way to 
scenes of jubilation. Everybody 
shook hands, congratulated each 
other and thumped each other on the 
backs. Even tne most cynical of 
pressmen, inured by many a irmmph 
could not suppress smiles of j^. 
They too burst mio applause. It was a 
moment of triumph /or India. 

In May 19S]. after the succes.sful 
launching of the SLV that had put 
the second Rohini into orbit. Prime 
Minister Mrs Gandhi had declared, 
“...Certain unwarranted inferences 
have been drawn by some commen- 
tators about its military potential 1 
should like to re a/ffirm that Indian 
science is dedicated to peace, its 
motive is development. All the major 
achievements of Indian science so 
far have occurred in its search for 
l>caceful uses and not as a spin-off of 
defence requirements. This is true of 
Pokharanand of Sriharikota." 

M rs Gandhi who addressed the 
media at Sriharikota after the 
successful launch of 17 April, reiter¬ 
ated India's commitment to apply 
space technology for developmental 
purposes. She harped on the benefi- 
cial guidance to farmers and 
peasants by satellites relaying adv¬ 
ance data on the impending monsoon 
pattern.*;. Mrs Ganohi who was wit¬ 
nessing the launch from the sue for 
the first time, remarked, “I am thril¬ 
led, exciied and proud.'* The Prime 
Minister who nes consistently 
evinced a special preference for sci¬ 
ence and technology, said. “Though 1 
am well over SO, the sight was a 
special thrill for I realised that I had 
not lost the sense of wonder and 
marvel at what can be achieved by 
mankind.** The PM, who is normally 
cun and cold with the press, wes 
relaxed, friendly and cheerful, 
elated as she was by the success of 
the mission. Dressed in a crumpled 
cotton sari, Mrs Gandhi adeptly de> 
fleeted barbed questions about the 
military significaoce of the $LV4. 
However, unlike in 1901, she did xwt 
catccorically scorch the insinuation 
of the military pomcial of the 
achieveneot. Smilingly, she in¬ 
dulged in a bet (d sabre-rattling. Hie 
questioA is really irrelevant, b^use 
it ii stating tha obvious. India does 
feel the ne^ le fl^ its technological 
muscles in the wake of the Islamk 
booib. The fact is that the successful 
SLV-3 launch 17 ApriL puts the 
military opeloo within India's cape- 
Mity, should the atitd arise it mak- 
iag an iatesaMdiait range **^»*****‘ 
mTsaiU (IRlMl The ^-3 can be 
converted imo an IRBM by replacing 



auBicatMoa. Dr Tanem Singh* pro* 
iect director for the satellite. Mr 


I 


Here Prcctssing Centre. SMAJt 

the fourth stage (hat cames the 
Rohini with warheads. 

A dapper Professor Satish Dha- 
wan. chairman ISRO. dressed in 
blue, jauntily parried Questions with 
(he press When askeo what would 
be the life span of Rohini, he re¬ 
torted wiih mock insouciance. “Oh, 
about a 1.000 years '* Mr Ved Pra- 
kash Sandlas, the mission direcior, 
told (he insistent pressmen with 
typical caul ion. "It can be assumed 
that the satellite wUl last lor three 

S ears." Prof. I^awan informed (ha( 
nhini had entered in a nominal 
orlHi elliptical of 430 km <at perigee 
when it IS closest to earth) and $75 
km (ar apogee when it is furthest 
away from earth). He said that con¬ 
firmation had come from the VSSC 
that Rohini had entered a 99-minuic 
orbit of the earth. The ground sta¬ 
tions of ISRO were keeping a track 
of the Rohini and it was reported 
that (he satellite was sending 
“strong and healthy signals." A Shar 
apokesman said the next day that tbe 
400-800 km orbit of Rohini was 
"close to predktioAs." Tbe fact re¬ 
mains that Rohini was erbiiiu clo^ 
er to earth than expected whi» was 
also why it was taking three aiioutes 
less for each orbit (havingcompleted 
14 orbits in 24 hours. Rohini was 
averaging 96 minutes per orbit). 
While this does not prophe y doom, 
as the orbit is sufficiently far frtmi 
earth, (and therefore from the gmvi- 
tatiooal puUh it may be pointed out 
that orbital decay setstaster when 
satellites are pomtioi^ closer to 
earth. This is what happened in tbe 
case of the s econd Rohini that lasted 
only nine days. 

like a pro^ mother showing oA 
her br^r little children to tbe 
guests, firs Gandhi insisted that tbe 
scienrisis respnnsihle for the suc¬ 
cessful mission, be in t ro duce d to tbe 
media people present. Pens senteb- 
ad, tape-rtcoroers whirred end bulbs 
flashed as hoemtag team lead an 
were iaeroduced to tne aaboe. They 
included: Or Vaaant Gowariktr, 
dirMW ^ VSCC* lifr Ved Prakmli 
SsniMie, tbe m inl^ director, Col N- 
Put, ISRO's expert on satellite com- 


£ ct director tor tne saiaiute. Mr 
.K. Sasyet vehicle director, and 
ISRO scientists. Mr A.C. Shel, Rojiar- 
aj Jayamani and Or Gupta. 

Wiu tbe technologicaj foal of 17 
April, Indian space efforts have in¬ 
deed come a )o^ way from the time 
a smnll rocket was launched from a 
church building in Thumba. 7 years 
ago. Success and failure have ofwoys 
gone hand-in-haed as far the nation's 
spoce programmes are concerned. In 
197S, India's first satellite. 
AryalMtta. had to be abandonee 
five days after it was ejected into 
space. Bhaskara-t which, like 
Aryibhaua, wos launched from a 
Soviet cosmodrome in an mitrcos- 
mos vehicle on 7 June 1979, had 

C roblems with o stuck camera, which 
Qwever was reactivated almost a 
year later. Bhaskoro-2, launched 
egain from (he Soviet cosmodrome, 
had probicmi with its remote sens¬ 
ing TV cameras. The Apple sataJliie 
launched by (he ArUne rocket from 
Kourou Island in French Guyana on 
18 June 1981, served a very limited 
purpose due to non-development of 
one of its rwo solar panels- The first 
SLV-3 mission on lO August 1979 
from Sriharikota was a failure as tha 
fourth-stage motor carrying the tech¬ 
nical payl^d plummeted into the 
Bay of Bengal. The first developmen¬ 
tal flight was a success but the 
sataUiie was shonlived- Insat had to 
be abandoned ISO days alter the 
launch because of a series of mal- 
fuBciions- Bui ISRO has had its share 
of success too in Bhasktra-2; the 
satellite instructional television ex¬ 
periment (which accofdii^ to com- 
munjcation experts highlighted the 
victory of hardware and the defeat of 
sofrwareX and the satellite lelecom- 
munications experiment project 
(STEP). ISRO spuesmen point out 
that space progrmnuDes do have an 
impact on the country's industrial 
and technological iafrasiruccure- 
Already. in areas of electronics 
materials, cbcmkals, precicioB fab- 
rkaiioo and reliability euineering, 
Indian industry has benented from 
spin-offs of the country's space 
enorts, tbrou^ transfers of kao* 
wbow and technology. Moreover, as 
a matter of policy, fatwicadon of tbe 
required hvdware, under various 
projects and progrmnuDes is to be 
carried out as far as possible by 
sub-contneting it to Ibe Indian in¬ 
dustry. Spurred by tbe success oi 
$LV-3-D2, Mrs Gandlu has indicated 
that a higher investmant would be 
earmarked for spoce research prog¬ 
rammes in the next tea years. Hus 
implies an acceleration of the next 
project that tbe ISRO U working 
oe—tbe eugamnied saielliie launch 
v^ucle (ASV) enable of Uimching 
saiellitoa with a payload of 150 kg. 
This is scheduled (m 1964-8$. 
wiU be followed by tbe P^ SLV 
capable ti t****^^*^ aatallttai with 
poMoeds of 600-700 kg. currently 
scl^M for 1987-86- 
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distortion free Japarvese 20 '' colour picture 
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Reporter as petitioner 


C haitanya KatbM* 

ih« R$ 20.000 fVCL India 
Today award for 1992, 
actually stumbled on the 
^tory by eccidenr. He had 
covered the notorious £>eoli mas* 
sacre for his ma^tine, India Today, 
in November 1981; in Mampun dis* 
irici of UP. 12 harijans had been 
killed and a dacoit gang blamed for 
the atrr<ity. At the end of Decern* 
her, the same year, he hapwned to 
be in Agra when news broke out of 
another massacre of nine or ten 
herijem, this time ai Sadhupur. 
near Fecotabad. 

By the time Kalbag rushed there, 
the bodies were already in shrouds. 
Only (he previous month, the then 
chief tnmtster. V. P. Singh, had held 
a big public meeting in which he 
had promised to eliniinate dacoity 
within the state in 20 days or tender 
hii resignation. Kalbag was per 
plexed by (he long list of so called 
dacous killed by tne police in "en* 
counters." Between 19 November 
and 28 DoieiBber. 299 people had 
been shot dead. ”I sat down with a 
map of UP and tried to establish 
some pattern in these killings," 
recalls the 26>yeer*old correspoo* 
dent. '‘They had occurred in as 
many as 40 districts out of a total of 
57 in the state. And yet, only 12 
were offidally stated to be affected 
by the menace earlier." 

Early next year, be travelled ok* 
teoaively to t^ interior from Luck* 
now, Kanpur and Eiawah. "I tried 
to establish as many facts as 1 could 
of five encounters fiw photo* 
paphi of tho dead men. docu* 
neats, affidavits of relatives. 1 was 
helped by a Lok Dal worker. 
Mttlaiyam Sii^ Yadav, wbo took 
me to the villages. People were 
terrified: young men were running 
away In order to escape death at 
the hands of the police." <The 
theory in Lucknow eftorwards was 
that his exposes of the connivance 
betwee n the state govenuaent and 
the police were pert of Lok Dal 
conspirecy to discMii V. F. Sin^.) 

when Ralbag's story, tiilee 
"Peace of the Graveyard,* 
appeared in India Tbdey on 21 
January 19B2, the UP Assembly 
pas^ a breach of privtlega aiotioa 
agunsi him because he had naosed 
luJU who had connections with 
dacoics. Ihe speaker gave him a 
week to reply but he took legal 
advice and ignored it. Nothing ba^ 
peoed. 

The idee of filing a writ in the 
Supreme Court about the UP an- 
ceuBters was the mminoeckni‘i 
own. Hia magaaina pinm^yagraad 
to ftnete hli caaa ■ mra wv 
ol a n a w a paptf pt opr jam actually 
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taking the initiative la a public 
interest liiigaiion instead of being 
drawn rductaatly to court only to 
defend a paper against defamation 
or other ebaraes. how e ver flimsy 
and frivolous. Notice was issued to 
the UP govemmeni. the inspector* 

t sncral of police, etc. to explain 
ow innocent villagers—Km beg 
hastens to admit that they might 
have be e n petty criiaiaals at mosi— 
couM be shot in cold blood. The 
effect was immediate: the 

number ol encounters dropped dra* 
matkaUy. What is atoce, cases of 
encounters involving Nualites in 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, 
being investigated by V. M. Tar* 
kuiw^ were lagged on to iho same 
petition. 

Similar allegations about lake 
deaths of peasant activists sus¬ 
pected of having Naxal sympethm 
nave bena made in the m^a by 
various facs*lindittg minions even 
well b a fw a the Emergancy. If none 
had quitt same impM as Kal* 
bag*s story, it shows that joumaliats 

Allegations about faRe 
deaths of peasant activists 
suspecteo of having Nax^ 
sympathies have been 
made In the media....tf 
none had quite the same 
impact as Chaitanya Kal- 
bag's story, it shows that 
journalists are being wken 
more seriously... 


ere being taken more seriously—by 
themselves, to begin with, but also 
by the judiciary and civil rights 
organisations. The very insiirution 
of the ?UCL*/ndM Today award, 
which was won by Swami Trivedi 
for his exTOse of torture of prison* 
era in Mr last year, speaxs for 
Itself. 

A raagatine Hke India Today 
should be given some of the credit 
for helping to make the task of 
investigation that much easier. 
"We're elluwed to so anywhere, 
spend any amount ot money, on a 
story," says Kalbag. "There's the 
feeling in the magatine that opce 
you have tl}e facts right, you can 
put anything into print." India To¬ 
day goes to considerable lengths to 
check on its facts and even makes 
its correspondents write detailed 
explanations to the editor, Aroon 
Purie, if readers point out any fac¬ 
tual mistakes in a story. 

"Some of the dailies are begin* 
ning to realise that money is impor* 
tint for a correspondent," KaiMg 
adds. "If you can Sire a car, you can 
cover hundreds of kilometres to get 
a Rory. A lot of good journaJists 
attached to newspipora are simply 
not being given the fecilities to 
work, even in a state like Assam. 
That is why soma of them ara just 
sitting It out in Ceuheri—though 
that may partly be out of their own 
lethargy-dishing out their copy." 
His "huRien lector* story on Asaam 
won a great deal of acclaim—till 
today, there's not been e single 
denial from the army 

Kalbag is one of today's breed of 
young joumaliMs wboW commit¬ 
ment to the profession is total. He 
feels that the older generation is 
being threatened by man and 
women still in their Twenties who 
have been able to carve a niche for 
themselves in mageiines—opportu* 
nities that would never come their 
way if they tried to work for a daily 
newspaper. He began his career 
when he was only 17 and still in 
college in Bombay. From 1976 to 
1978, he edited Tfans/ndia. a mage* 
aine for Indians abroad, which ine 
owner Nart Hire dosed down. For 
the next three yean he worked for 
New Delhi, till that too folded and 
then ioined fndia Todgy. With bis 
exposes, be joins journalists like 
Suoip Ma imed ar of the Indian £x> 
press In Delhi who have made the 
courts sit up and take notice of 
what has b e en investigated. Earlier 
thisyeer, he woe the Sanskriti Rs 
SJMM award for DeUii'basad jour* 
aaliscs, aiae for "Peace of the 
G ret avaf d;" ierkieenlly Thaas are 
the fw two awards that India 
Thdny bet wee. 
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CONVERSATION m 


The Chinese 
regard religion 

as poison’ 


The Dalai Lama told VIVEK SENQUPTA 


Od i Jantuiy IftSA ift* asactm 
coBiaiuiwrMMBe is GUm dsdsfW 

ot CM bade mki a/ 
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Feopie*# ZJheradM Anv (9LA) 
mnSd b0 CO Twee sod 

*«ieod euard ac th^ Odneae Aoa- 
Kierv. * jwf npiaKad cte acarr o/ tb^ 
PLA mvdi int^ Hte asd. de^ce 
proce aft /ran rJie btdJma urn Tibittin 
gQ¥enmtiit$^ tbt Ch/atw torcM 
coiifiLMad. over cb« yean, ro anasd 
aod coaaoCiidars ihetr hoU on Hbet. 

7%a iefii peddoa aa TYbec, a# 
etraNiahed by rfra S9S9 report or 
Joremadona/CoauaMoa 
«raa ebat, nefirdlee e/ ear^ aiitoiT, 
TYbet bad bMS /or ai/ preedraJ pur* 
pcMM iod^ndanr aCnce t9l2 aad 
Chipa had bo right to conguor it by 
force. The Chittooo, bowovot, trare 
oot wtihag to roeognbo lura *iiB* 
panaiiat* Vfa/ luceciaa Thur whUo 
BssuHng Ism aad cbe Doloi Lafoa, 
tho ipirihioJ aad tompofl hooor or 
the nberani. ihar Uraaa^ auronoatr 



the nberani, ihar Uraaa^ auronoai^ 
woM ttot be ddvred, thg Chinoso 
Cr/ed hard re twi/tly ring our the o/d 
aad bulldoae in the new. 

A$ a aarurei rooction, unrest 
mounted uneng rfte TVherana 77re 
Coioks Bad <he Kheapas (ia the 
eastern and the flortA*eairerA 
borderiendsf revoited. in X9$S, the 
feroit Spread to Lhaae. Refugees 
began to cross over into India. Tnere 
was a worse coo/iagntion in the 
early months of 1959 ro whi^ rhe 
Chinese retaiiated in strength On 31 
Marrh 1959, rhe Dalai Lama and hU 
entourage ited to India and were 
granted pobtiral asylum. Chine /aun* 
thed a propaganda bamge accusing 
India of engineering tne Tibetaa 
revolt. Thai was wnat Nehru pp 
cej vod for espousing China's cause in 
world forumSt io ^neral and^ ia 
psrticuler, following a polic>' of 
^peasement on the question of 
nhet Even though Nehru told the 
Indian Farliemeat on 27 April 19S9, 
that he was '^greatiydistresaed,*and 
described the Cbirteee eccusarions as 
"unbecomim.^ "teraark* aod "en¬ 
tirely devoid of avhfuaca. ** he coa* 
xiau^ ro placate Reijing on the 

S uarnon of Tibet. #ur he did aor 
any horpiraij/y re Che TThiKaa ieed* 
ers and his f^hwers. The Dalai 
I^ma was aJloMred to aer up a govern- 
meBt-in-aatie ar Oharamsala, 
Himachal Pradesh^ Tibetan refugees 
ware pivea ail assistaoee, but the 
emigre tavemasem was not reeog- 
nHed. Aiorrhat chk approach cur aay 
ice irirh the Cbinaae the a^esshe 
oi 1S62 aaspty preved. ocnerwira 
M char hat reasaksed India's line 
vin-a-vis the Dalai Lason, his people 
and his cmuitry. 

The ijwmwrieo of the DehJ Laaea 
chres back to the fourtee n th century. 
Seeam Cyniso.the third ineamatiea 
ai the monk Ceduatruppn, viais^ 
Moogoiia and eonvertad Prince 
Altno Khan. The taner gave Cyatae 
the title Dalai (eaeea of leandngf 
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Laom. GyMUo Mppli^d tftt ci£le rt' 
trottppcriw^fy to lus fwo pml«CM»on 
4M W9» tho* ctiM r&« rlvrd E^aiu 
Ltw oi cbe G#iupfl Mcr. /r ws the 
t^th Deloi Lema who uoir^ Tibet 
and asftmed poUticat power in atUi- 
Cion to hia religious authcfiry. ri« 
praaaot C^ai Lama, Taniin Gyatao 
(47) is S4th in the line of aucoaaaioe 
(a Dalai l^ma i$ located by foUomng 
ut/aili^ siMt left by toe prerious 
tncarnationj. 

Here in India, he has brtAeo the 
phy^cai iaolanoa from bis people 
and has travelled ejttensively in In¬ 
dia and abroad to be with tne more 
one lakh refugees. PoliticaJly, 
till recently he bad not acted beyond 
iseuiag an annual statement an 10 
UarcSithe anniversary of the inirue- 
tatousTibetan upru»ng Friends of 
imm of 


Tibet (or enei 


China) had 


penodicatly got world foruma like 
the VN General Assembly (tS59, 
19gl end t9€S) to condemn the 
Chinese. The Chinese, in their tun, 
had branded the DeUi Lama as a 
*f aiu leader of ft^tive reecdonarjr 
beneiu^ and a ^running dog of capt~ 
abet forces." 

But ihiaga changed significantly 
with the lise of Den# luaopiag in 
China. He tnfecied a neery doee of 
pragmatism into Chinese policies et 
noA« end abroed. 

Meanwhile, eveo as Indis has been 
pursuing efforts to noreiabea rele- 
tiont with China, it took a positive 
step in its ambivalent snd oiffideot 
approech to the Sino-Tibetan gues- 
tSM by permitting the Da/al Lama to 
reenter Anwmchal Pradesh for the 
first time in 24 years. Chine, it may 
be recniied, does nor recognise the 
McMahon Line and dams Aru- 
nachal as its own. fh# Dalai Lame, 
on his part, bad good reasons to visit 
Arunachal. It was into the then 
NEFA that he had oscoped with his 
followers in 19$$. There are around 
6,450 n^ernn refugees in settlement 
camps in the union terriwy and the 
Monpa tribals in the two Kameag 
districts (East and West) ere pre- 
donunently lemeisr Buddhists. The 
siith Dalai Lama was from JCjoiei 
Tawang in West Kameog has 
seeona largest monoitery in Asia 
(after the ntala), and since 1977, 
the people ofVireog, tn the Dijen Ri 
^ver) valley, been loWtxnf 

mm ro c<Mn« and perform the rare 
and comoie* Kaiachjkra rixrcnk 
ia in uieir town (pop $,000; hr: 


And so he camo to Arvaachal 
Pradesh on 24 March l9B3as a guest 
of /he gove/wneot. After touring 
setiiements in Teju, Meao arid Tene- 
ingang and the monastery In 
Tawang, he arrived in Dirang on 17 
April. He ineugurated a beautiful 
fumpa (Buddhist temple) built in 
record time by CPWD vnglneert er g 
coat of Rs S.S lakhs. From 17 to 27 
April he performed the iro/Jc*«*rt 
Tantnk pe^. In between ha found 
time to laOc to SvntMV. 


k‘.< • 
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DalaiLameta welcome tpihe 
mcnastary in Dirang 

Your Holineaa, when 
gyoh came from Lhasa 
into India in I9S9, you 
g bad passed tbrougb 
these areas. Do you re* 
memoer anything of that timel 

A: T wts^ of coune, very tirod. 1 
doo*i realiv remember evar 7 tkiQ 4 . I 
was traYellmg on tmnyback. On eo* 
lerind India, one felt more Mie. So 
menially one wm relieved mad re* 
Itxed iUughs). Upto the border (be 
•nrared the then Kameag Frontier 
Dxeition et the Khinsemane check- 
post 00 cbe Mdtfaboa Line) there 
was quite a krt of anxiety. Yt*» there 
were Indian officials (at least one 
officer of the SIB atet him at the 
chockposr) to r«aive me at the bor* 
d«r. There oittsi have been two or 
three hundred Tibeteoi with me. 

Q: Have the Chinese reXaxed their 
curbs on re/igion in Tibet? 

A; In and around the Lhasa area ai 
well as in certain other 'Bportant 
areas they are aliowirw monasteries 
to funebon. In the rest of Tibet, 
monasteries and temples have b ee n 
completely deetroyeo. The Chinese 
regard any religion, particularly 
Buddhism, as poison. 1 met Chairman 
Hao Zedc^ several rimes. Duiina 
an early meeting be had praised 
Lord Buddha and also Goddess Tara. 
Then during my last m eet ing with 
him he told me that religion was 
poison (iaughs) I They<tbe Chinese 
communists) are completaly igzkor* 
anc. They do not know wfaai is the 
real value of religion, dhanna, espe¬ 
cially Buddhism. 

In Mongolia as well as ia the Soviet 
Union. 1 explained to them that 
actually Buddhist ideas do not 
oppose socialist ideas. 

Q: When I had met yea in Dharam- 
sals some years hack, you bad said 
that Buddhism was akia to Manism 

im meiiiY wmj9. 

A: Ves. that's ri^t. Prom the 
theoretical point of view wa are 
atbeisis like ibey are. It's all inter 
net. Our own Xarms creates our own 
mind. So everything depends on 
ourselv^ 

Of You have seat the delegetioas 
ro Tibet in recent years and a fourth 
has been awaiting clearance to pro* 
cetd. Whet is the state of the ^de- 


A: It remains the sama. Hm three 
(klnfirtnnt have more er leas com* 
pletM the fect'findmi task. 

Q: miar M ^sy/uid?tfevo eoodJ 
does iaoroved? 

A: Oh, no. although since 1979.S0, 
there has been some improvemaat 
regarding coaditioai aiwut food, 
wiuch are comparative much bet* 
ler now than oefora. nie Chinese 
saem to ba paying a little more 
attention to TibeiaQS. Ibesa things 
are certainly good but basically tfis 
situarioB remains the same. They 
(the ChineM) follow a double-faced 
policy regarding religion. They talk 
of complete fraedorn. out at the samo 
time inay place every restriction. 
Itiey have soma ihovnriace mooes* 
leri^ as 2 said a Uttia whBa ago. 
where certain old monks are alloweg 
to reauin. But according to recent 
iftfocmadM, they pray ^y once a 
week and for the rest oi the tinhe 
thn are forced to work in orchards. 

d: But you hate spokea before 
abour the need for rbengas in monas¬ 
teries. 

A: Yai, soma kinds of raforms are 
highly necessary. For instance, ai the 
Tawang monastery (in Aruaaebal) I 
told thorn that iha tradilloBS which 
they follow are out of date. As there 



n^to 

just engage in dally prayer. They 
must be .useful to the coflUDUolty. 
That is Important. 

Q: it is quite ovfdeor tbar Tibetans 
in Tibet still regard you aa their 
iesderf How can they win their 
freedom? 

A: Through pon*violanca. 

0.*tPj7i ooa-violence hnek on the 
Hans? 

A: (ieugbs aloud) I beUeve in non* 
violence. In the long run, ti works. In 
Tibet, violent rebellions did take 

f »loce twice, in 1959 and then again 
n 2968*69. There was vary little 
information outside about the 
second one. Only now we found out 
ab^ it. There were disturbances in 
centra] Tibet between Shigaise and 
Lhasa, in some Kham and Amdo 
areas; As a result many Tibetans 
were executed. 

Q: You bare said rime sod again 
that you w/ill return to Lhasa if the 
Tibetans are genuiaefy happy. How, 
will you find tbar out? 

A: Tbe final solution is the axar* 
cise of tbe right of seif* 
determination. I know that it is diffi* 
cult to implemeni(iaugbs). 

Q: Will cbeie be e fifteenth Deiai 
Larne.’ 

.A: 1 don't know (laughs). It da* 
pends on necessity. If the people 
want and desire, another Dalai Lama 
will come after me. My own endless 
retnrthi, as a Buddhist, will con¬ 
tinue. Personally I have the wish or 
desire to reappear In any place 
where there is some usefulness (for 
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Who shot papa? 


\t was excitin5.The kids caUsht the prisoner. 
But mama captured tt>e picture. 

It was all thanks to a brave little camera 
called Hot Shot. A camera that loves fun... 
and kf>ows the rules of the same. 

So there's noth ins v^ry about. 

No fbcu$$in3.No checkins exposures. No timinss. 
No... Na.. No... Just aim. And shoot. 

And as mama wifi tell you a camera like this 
is as sood as a feather in your capi 



mkM tw •’'"Wopfton, 






HOTSH«r 

Just aim. And shoot! 


AvalMli with and wthout • M. w«h a takp h ao lens. REE cdcvr fUnvcanrtdde wHh your camera. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Gandhi 
In Heaven 


By 1. S. Johar 



locmthit: SomtwHer^ in htMven. (Bteryoat is shocked. E¥Oft Jiitnsh 
Choncttn: MshMfms Gsndhi Kas- tutns 10 CandhL) 
turbo. Jinnah, Nehru. Serdsr Patei. liuiuh. (Undhi wichitui his eim- 
Subhe* Bose. Peja/iopetechan. micks? lm^K\ibl«. fHe druMn at hi\ 
Mirabehn. Meutsna Ated. Dr ligsrette) 

Ambedkar and Lord Mountbstien. Gandhi; apnonnn the taunt i Jin* 
Seetie: Except Jinneh end Moumbst nah Sahib, you must stop smvkiim. 
ten aU ere spuettinM under a benyan Rememhor. vuu died of t anker. 
tree, in e semt cireie with Mahatma Nehru; thtitetedf Bapu, i\ Mr Jin 
Oer^hi in the centre. Jinnah is on a nah's smr»kmR that itnportani at this 
chair on the ieft with hh beck ro- lunvture wh^ we are faced vriih the 
wards ali. Muontbetien in the oppo hiAftest holocauswthis Aftenhiir* 
aire wner afternetes between sq uat~ iiuieh film? l^i us slick to t he aiiend a. 
ling on the ground utHom/ortably Paiel: 1 had warned Bapu so often 
and sitting setf consciousiv on ttie iu>t to trust the British. See how ihev 
chair. have stabbed us in the back with this 

rfoe* ShortIv after the special show- film. 

ing of Attenborough's Gandhi Nehru; fro Miiuntbatten) bt lu 
arranged be lord Mounfberreo. The Brute? I ihouRht vou were mv friend. 
atmosphere is funereal You encouraged AtienbvrnuRh to 

(Mirabehn tnrtrs with charkha make this disgraceful film. It is even 
which she places before Gandhi and dedicated tv you. 
siis behindhim ne^i to Kasturbe ivho Mnuntbatten: Yes. Jawaharlal. but 
eves her suspiciouslvi. vnur dauRhtcr Indira approved of 

Gandhi; (pushing eway the char* <be script and even financed it. 
kha) No more spinning for me . ever. Suhhash Bnse: She did iha t be> 

Gandhi gathering saJt during hit Dandi mercb in a scene from the fUa 



cause I was not in it. fr was her 
vendetta for mv opposihg her father. 

Dr Ambedkar: i too have been left 
out as if I was an untouchable. 

Raiaji; Me too. but 1 think it is a 
matter for celebration to have been 
spared such depradation after death. 

Aud; 1 have been made to look 
like a vernacular petition writer in 
an honorary maftlstrate’s court' 

Jinnah: But to make me look such 
in irropant, adamant and mean per¬ 
son^ I am sure it is on Mountbatttn's 
instiparioni because I refused to 
have him as fhe first Governor* 
(ieneral of Pakistan. 

(•andhi; I am Roine to fast to death 
to protest apainst this film. 

Rajaji: Don't make that miitakei 
(>andhiji. Here in heaven there is no 
death. You will be starviop till 
Doomsday without anyone urging 
vou to b^ak the fast. 

Mounibatten; But what are your 
objeciions, Gandhiji? The film has 
broupht phenomenal prestige to In* 
die and proclaimed your greatness to 
the world. 

Gandhi; It has proclaimed Ben 
Kinpslev's greatness, not micM. Now 
when they think of, Gandhi they 
think of Kingsley. 1 have become his 
dujplicaie. (Jinnah and Bose laugh I 

Rajaji: Yes. Attenborough's f^n* 
dhf is winning Oscars which were 
denied to our Gendhiii all his life. 

Mirabehn: Bur you look so hand* 
some in the film. Bapu. Now the 
world will think of you not only as a 
handsome mind but elso a handsome 
man. 

Kasrurba: That is what I hated 
most about the film. I wanted to look 
more at Ben Kingsley than at my 
*parKfev1 

Gandhi: fbufsriitg ow^ /augbinp; 
h was mental adultery, you must do 
penance for it *Ba.’ But 1 will not tell 
you what I thought of Rohini Hathan* 

e dy. the young woman with the big 
autifuJ eyes who played^ur pan 
(everyone laughs excepi. itasrirr^). 

Mirabehn: (to spite JCasrurba^ 
What eyes this Rohini has; lotus*like 
and what a bewiicbing snilel 
Kasturbe; freraiijffpflThe woman 
portraying you loo was a beauty; 
what digiMry, whai poiael (Bveryone. 
tmiieai 

Gaedbi: fiaugbiiip; Un*Gandluan 
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Foiic 9 Ariof om tftBootncAra ia JaBiMawwItM Ma 0 k in • «cmm /mm tJw film 


UdiM. <To fiountbmttmt) 
Louis, who was ihai oxoiicolly 
boaufiful woBun iouniatist? I nevor 
MW fa«r in my lilol 

Mountbattoo: The otw whom you 
ceil • Mdueer before your superb 
death scene? 

Ketiurbe: (defnttsivtlyl^enKinKh 
ley cdled her that, peridee would 
nerer. 

Gandhi: To be truthful. Be. I aJto 
felt Uhe calliiM her that. (Bmrymm 
dtps eecepr Cairicrbe and Faref) 

Mount batten: That was a fictitious 
character introduced to brion femi* 
nine ^laAOur to an otherwise dull 
subject. 

Sardar Patel: It U bJaspheaiyi pe» 
pla will not tolerate it. 

Mounibaiten; Those scenes art 
gettina repeal audiences. 

Paw: Tnac may be so in the deca> 
dent Wen but not in India. 

Mountbatten: In India many pe» 
pie are going into the theeircs only 
tilt ehe duration of these scenes 
btiween Gandhi and Candice 
Bergen 

Gandhi; Actually. 1 too want to see 
them again itatiphsK 

Nehru ^jmrtwr^ I cannot under 
stand, Bapu. how you can laugh after 
a calamity like inis film. 

Mountbatten; The British influ¬ 
ence, my dear Jawaharlal flaughs/. 

Nehru; How could Indu permit this 
chap Roshan Seth to s^rtray me? 1. 
who was considered a handsome 
statesman by all accounts! 

Mountbatten; Yes. even Edwina 
found you handsome, old chap. 

Sardar Patel; Bur Seth is not se 
obnoxious as this Saaed Jeffrey who 

S lavs me. He looks like a paanwaia. 

hatching him f was petrified lest he 
utter. "Humf. paan pesh karocn/'^ 
Jinnah: Actors porrrtying you all 
at least looked like human, but tbe 
one playing om. Tbm cow have 
chosen that Gabber STingh. I would 
have bked to be seen munching 
‘apnt pasand* biscuits. At least the 
children would have loved me. 

Nehru: And to portray the Sarder, 
the MauJana and me as pigmies 
around Gandhiji is the greatest diS' 
(ortion of history. 

Bose; 1 thought thet was the only 
factual thing about the film. You 
were all pigmies around a giaai. 1 
was the only other giant ano hence 
left out. 

Mountbatten: You are all pointing 
out the theatrical flaws, mostly. 

Kajaji; There u an actor in every 
man. It is but natural that the firn 
reaction to the film should be filmic. 

Bose: What other aspect ia there to 
dixcusa in this film except its thcelrl- 
cality? How can I be left out of a 
serious account of fndia? it is f and 
my INA who brought freedom to 
India. 

Dr. Ambedkar: And bow can 1 be 
left out with my milliont of untouch* 
aMes? It is 1 who wrote the Coastitu* 
tioo of free India. 

Gandhi: But evtrt moat of me has 


been left out. 

Mountbatten; Thaae are ihe re¬ 
quirements end constraints of a 
screenplay. 

Oanohi; It is a disappointing film 
in a vary way. JawaharUl, you must 
commtmicata to Indira to get a se* 
quel made—GtndA;*fl. 1 am told ihai 
It is the done thing, 'nis sequaJ 
should be multi dimensional and not 
singla*dimentional as tha present 
one. 

Mountbatten: I warn you againai 
that, Gandhiji. That type xk film may 
not be able to keep out many unde* 
iirable aspects. 

Gandhi: Like? 

Mountbatten: Uke your alleged 
experiments with sex-control, like... 

Patel: (iotarruptingt That is 
enoujdt- There is no dan^ of these 
controversies creeping m because 
Gandhi-lf will be directed bv an 


Nehru: To portray the 
Sardar, the Klaulana and 
me ae pi^nfiee around 
Oandh^i ie the ^reateat 
distortion of history. 

Subhash Bose: I 
thoui^ht that waa the 
only ihctual thinR about 
the film. You were ah 
pifTRuee around a fifiant. 
1 .was the only other 
giant and hence left out. 


Indian and not a forelgntr. 

Bose: Yes. Satyajit Ray should 
direct it. He cannot affonl not to 
llonisa me. if he wants to live in 

Bengal- 

Dr. Ambedkar: No, It should be 
directed by V Shantaram. of course, 
with the stipulation that he will not 
cast Sandhva for tha role of Katturba 
or Mirabehn. 

Sardar Patel: Only Viihalbhai 
.lhaveri who made Im Mahetma 
docuroaniary should direct it. Hii 
syrupy Gujarati flavour is a 
favourite of nur audiences. 

Gandhi: I want first of all to give 
the offer to Jinnah Sahib to nomin* 
ate a Pakistani to direct the film. 

Jinnah; 1 will not even discuss this 
matter any more, because I have 
suddenly remembered ihai Pakistan 
hat banned Indian films. I will have a 
Pakistani film. JinnaK made and 1 
wilt see to ji tbai all of you are 
villains in ii. We have many terrible 
actors to play your parts. Goodbye. 
(He Stans watliing towards the exit, 
ctenes bade and lakes his chair with 
bim) 

Gandhi: Since wa cannot reach an 
agraemant on tha director let every¬ 
one direct his own scenes (everyone 
rim>- 

Rajeji: Since we are now going to 
produce pictures instead uf politics 
we belter learn the film teennique 
lest we falter. 

Asad: That is a practical sugges¬ 
tion. we should acquire (he services 
of some film folks for that. 

Rajaih But where will you find any 
film man in heaven? They are all in 
the other piece. 

Mirabehn: May I offer some sug* 
gesiions? 




Give me a quiet afternoon. 
Give me a friend. 

Give me a chessboard. 



And give me the taste of toasted tobacco 



CHARMINAK 


Ibosted toste mode milder 
That's the svoy I tike it. 



CHARMINAR 



MbI* of 

ioboceo onjoir^d bjp ntellieiH world 
o««r. New made milder and cae^wrad 
for yewr •mekln9 p U aur# In 
ChemUnar Pihar. 


CHARMINAR, 



CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUSTO HEALTH 


Ccft<rechCF^?l 




Ga^dki h*da arik^ 


im Sovth Aifk» 


C^iKlhi: WfMt wouJd you kjiow 
■bout Indian cinema? 

Mirabehn; In my Iasi yean in 
Vienna 1 watched a lot o! Indian 
films on video. These days that is the 
only wiy to keep contact wiih India. 

Nchru' Uten you be our produc¬ 
tion manager. 

Mountbauen; ^ro hinseUt They 
cannot do anything without a hri* 
Ibhtr. 

Mirabehn: For glamour we should 
have some beautiful Indian 
actresses. 

NehAit BKceUeni. 1 will conteci 
Devike Rani and Mehiab. They are 
known to me. 

Mirabehn: No. PaAditji. we most 

have some young girls like Kekha 
and Hema Maliiu. 

Aud: Never heard of them. 

Mirabehn: They too had neser 
heard of us lilt AtienboreuRh's 
Candhr. 

Gandhi: I am most conctn u d a^ 
out who «1U play me 

Mirabeha: Aaltabh BKhcban. 

Gandhi: Is he popular? 


Mirabehn: With due respects may 
I say that he commands more audi¬ 
ence in one public appeerance than 
you ia all your... 


Gandhi: 1 am most 
concerned about who 
will play me.* 

Mirabehn: Amitabh 
Bachchan. * 

Gandhi: la he popular? 

Mirabehn: With due 
respects may I say that 
he commands more au- 
dience in one public 
appearance than you in 
all your.... 


Gandhi: rcurr/ng; Does he look like 
me too? 

Mirabehn: That will be your prob 
lem. not his. P«o|^ accept and adore 
him in any role. After the film it will 
be a patriotic passion with people to 
alter your pictures and statues to 
look like him. 

Nehru: What about my role? In 
fact what about the rest of us? We 
are not going to allow those third- 
rate impersonaton to portray us. 
(Ait utrer *htf/ts' and *Jiaa«s'/ 

Mirabehn: Not to worry. For your 

S ans we will have a chap called I.S. 

ohar as our casting director. He has 
perfect di^icates for everyone. 

Ra)e]i; Good. Now that our minds* 
are at ease about tbia proMem. may 1 
request you, Gandhiji, to enthrall us 
once aaam with your spinning? 

Gandhi: fpuiUnt the charwa ro 
tpinf This chae. what's his name, ah, 
yes Ben Kingsley, he brought a cer¬ 
tain spirituaT styla to spiniung which 
1 must acquire. 

THB END 
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Gandhiji’s dreams 


are shattered 


Mounting discontent with the British raj forced the 
English to leave India in 1947. But the senseless 
violence between Hindus and Muslims which 
followed independence ruined Gandhiji's dreams 
of a united, free India, concludes MADHU LIMAYE 
in the last of his five-part series on Gandhiji and 
the Indian freedom movement 


WUImcdon: 


Unfulnlled promise 


D espite the icitl opposidon 
of the diehardt in Zng- 
Und. the Briiish bureaixc- 
rets in Indie end Ceicutte* 
b«i«d British hMsiness in¬ 
terests. Lord Irwin persuaded 
Mehiime Gandhi to attend the 


second Round Table Conference 
which he finelly did attend as the 
sole representative of the Naiional 
Contress tn the meantime there was 
a change of administration in India. 
Now Lord Willmedon took the place 
of Lord Irwin. WiUinfdon’s relations 
with Gandhiji while he was Governor 
of Bombay were not bad; but resist¬ 
ance was now buildtni up wiihin his 
administration which mought about 
a complete rupture between the two. 
Wiilinfdon Mgan his innings as 
Viceroy on a very hopeful note. 
Much was expected out or the Round 
Table parleys. It was thought that 
the new Constitution for India would 
closely approxioiaie the ideal of re* 
sponsible eovernnent. The new 
Vicerov, in nis very first speech on 
the soil of India, made the following 
pleesant announcement: 

*1 am quite clear that the work 
that the Viceroy has to do is much 
too heavy for a gentleman of my 
mature years, and I venture to 
hope that all those concerned, 
when they get over to London in 
the near future, will hurry on 
towards the completion of their 
lebours in regard to the Constiru* 
tiooal Reforms, so that my life 
may more clearly approximate to 
the four happv years 1 spent in 
Canadi as a Consbrucional Gov* 
ernor General and in order that 1 
may shortly be relieved of many 
of my administrative duties.^ 
(Speeches of WilUa^^ Vot. I 
Simecb at Chelmsfora Club Dm- 
ner. 27 June 1931, p. 20). 


The promiae, however, nimed sour. 
The attempts at an understanding 
were dashed to pieces oa the rock m 
raactionaiy oppoeihon In England, 
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the question of reserve powers and 
Viceregal veto, (he communal tang¬ 
le, princely autocracy and obstinacy 
of Briiish business interests. Instead 
of becoming the first Const i tut ional 
Governor General. Willingdon be¬ 
came the author of a most repressive 
regime. Congressmen were put be¬ 
hind bars, ruthless fines and con¬ 
fiscation were resorted to. and a pall 
of bitterness fell over the landscape 
of Indo-British relations. WilLngdon 
in his last address to the Combined 


Central Latislature (6 April, 1936} 
lamented the severe criticism of hi$ 
policy and pleaded that his terra and 
work should not be dismissed bv the 
*‘catch'Word of 'repression'.** </hid. 
Vol. II, op. 222-23). 

The novincial Assemblies now 
were to be elected under the govern¬ 
ment of India Act, 1935, with a 
broadened franchise. The National 
Congress decided to participate, and 
JawaharUl Nehni. elated president 
for the second cicae on Candhiji's 
advice, iransforoied the elecdMi, 
through his whirlwind tour, into a 

S reat political campaign- The pro- 
riiish party consisting cf fUibaha- 
durs and Khanbabadurs was 
trouTKed everywhere except in (be 
Punjab. Even the restnciM electee 
rate could mx prevent the r et u rn of a 
hostile verdke against the British nj 
and its savage repressioo in the 
previous five years. 

As the triumphant national leader, 
Gandhiji established a ramort with 
the new Viceroy. LordUauthgowand, 
in the face of the misgiviags of the 
radical wing of the Nation Coo- 
gress, advised acceptance of office 
on toe basis of geatlemaaly assur* 
aoces of oon-iaienerence by Provin¬ 
cial Governors from ljnljtbgow/>aB* 
dhijj took ooe more st^ towards 
establishing equality b e roeee the 
Bnnsh aoo the ladien. 


Bnnsh 


the Indian. 


The federal sc heme had becom e 
obsolete before it could be im¬ 
plemented. P^dcal ladle, with (be 
conacieuSness of a eew power puket- 
ing through its vetas, would neither 


accept reiarva pow er s eor om 
of pnocely autocrocy. A World 
iBtervqwd, aed the Bhtiab do 


ately clung to their hold over India. 
The chasm between promise and 
action, words and deeds widened. 
Gandhiji was compelled to take In¬ 
dia and himself through another 
ordeal of fire in August 1942. The 
Quit India inovement, perhaps failed 
in its immediate object. But the 
check to Indian nationalism was 
momentary; Gandhiji's rebellion and 
Subhas Bose's INA adventure finally 
sealed the fate of the British raj. 


Final souring of relations 


The Second World War was a real 
life and death struggle for the British 
people. In the year 1940-41 they 
made their last heroic stand as a 
world power. Gandhiji's revulsion to 
the great slaughter and his hostility 
to the raj further soured his reladons 
with the British rulers in the last 
phase of his life. 


War 


The detractors of Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi accused him of being in sym¬ 
pathy with the fascists; they said 
that his Quit India campaign was 
conceived in anticipation of the im¬ 
minent Allied defeat. Is (here any 
substance in this charge? Did Gen- 
dhiji. perhaps, make ambivalent 
statements which opened him to (his 
eccusetion? 1 think the charge is not 
well-founded. In fact on the outbreak 
of the second World War Iw express¬ 
ed his syiBpethy vrith the Allied 
pow e r s aed advised the Congress to 
offer unconditional cooperation. 
Gandhiji's socialist admirers were 
appalled by the kfabatma's reaction. 
Toe Congiw indeed did not take a 
neutral stand as between the Allied 
and Axis powers; it asked the British 
fovenuoeat to declare its war aims, 
transfer powereo [ndian hands and 
secure India's willing cooperation in 
the war effort Sociuixts, of course, 
did not like this eqnivocatioo: they 
held that it was an imperialist war 
and wanted the CMgrm to take a 
plunge into mesa ecooe. 

Why then was Cagdhlii aectmod of 
proNaai sympethiaa? I feel hU open 
letter to HerT Hitler was ant much 
appreciated m the West. And (his 


























probably wm the xaning point of 
the miiundeMtanding. Gandhiji 
likened the slaughter m Europe to a 
fatricidal war, mutual destruction in 
the fiahion of the ancient Yadavas 
His heart wes hardened. He was 
upset by the deienhon and convic¬ 
tion of his socialist friends like J P. 
and Lohia. Gandhiji wrote to the 
Viceroy in June 194^ (after the now 
inescapable defeat of France) that 
the ghastly manslaughter must be 
stopped; he thought that the British 
were obviously losing; their dogged- 
ness would only result in greater 
bloodshed. 'V..ls it not time to sue for 
peace for the sake of humanity? J do 
not believe Herr Hitler tu be as bad 
as he is portraved. It is due in 
suffering humanity thut this mad 
slaughter .should stop." (The Co}- 
fect^ Works of Mohat/tu Oundhi, 
V 0 I.LXXII. p 100) (This was exactly 
what Molotov had said in 19.^9 after 
the destruction of Poland.) Gandhiji 
at this stage offered to eo to Ger¬ 
many and requested the viceroy to 
inform the Briti.sh Cabinet. 

Mahatma Gandhi received, not un¬ 
expectedly* a cold jeply. But the 
contents of his letter must have been 
conveyed to Winston Churchill who 
was now heading the British govern 
menc. He was undaunted ny the 
defeat of France and Dunkirk. He 
was resolved to fjghi to the bitterest 
end. He staked hi^ hope on the 
ultimate intervention of America, 
and the Inexurablo clach between 
Hitler and Stalin 

Churchill's progno.sis proved to be 
correct. To want to end the slaughter 
which to Gandhiji seemed scnsvle«% 
or to stay clear of the two »ides—the 
faKist and imperialist—was not im 
moral; what could be faulted was his 
wrong understanding of the Nasi 
leader and hh amis. Perhaps, this 
unfortunate communication to the 
Viceroy was at the root of wide¬ 
spread denunciation of Gandhi as 
fascist agent. 


Formidable opponent 

Wavell who replaced Linlithgow was 
a military genejal and could not 
forgive Candhiji's '‘sediiious move¬ 
ment" in the midst of the war. While 
a gentleman and outwardly cour¬ 
teous, he harboured u deep grudge 
against Mahatma Gandhi. Wavell 
has confided his innermost thoughts 
and feelings to his dia^. He coiled 
Gandhiji's communications ''milevo- 
lenc" and described him as malig¬ 
nant old man." (The Viceroy’s Jour¬ 
nal ^Wavell Diary, p. ISS). 

One little incident throws reveal¬ 
ing light on the mind of the last but 
one representative of the mighty 
British empire in India. In the early 
Twenties Lord Reading spoke of 
Candhiji’s ’'oriental courtesy" in 
appreciative terms. When the same 
courtesy and deference was shown to 
him by the Cabinet Mission in 1946 
Wavell was scandalised: **1 was 
frankly horrified at rhe deference 


shown to Gandhi. When he c*xprt*as- 
ed a wish for a glass of water, the 
secretary was sent to fetch 11 hjm>elf. 
instead of sending for a chjprau. 
and when ir didn't come at once 
Ccipps hustled to see about it. Be¬ 
sides being undignified, I am sure 
this sort of thing does nut ]>ay; and 
will leave an unenviable legacy for 
the Viceroy and officials. Cjndht is a 
remarkabie ttid nun, ceriamfr* und 
rhe most formidobte of three opi>o- 
nenr> who have Jet ached ftortions of 
the British Empire in recent yeors; 
Zeghlut ond de VaJero bemp the 
other two. But he is a wry touyh 
txditKian and not a saint " (Ibid, p. 

Italics added) 

The former army Commander was 
baffled by the complexity of India's 
problems and the personality of its 
greatest leader. He denounced him 
as **80 unscrupulous old hypocrite" 
for his having accomplished "his life 
work of driving the British from 
India." Obviously this was for Wavell 
an unpardonable offence, fi was a 
case of total incomprehetisioiiol the 
new world that was struggling tu he 
born. Wavell. nut surprisingly, could 
not handle the formation uf the in¬ 
terim goveroment nor prevent the 
Calcutta massacres nur a genera) 
outbreak of communal violence. 
Wavell accused Gandhiji of wreck¬ 
ing the plan of the Cabinet Mission 
'‘which might possibly have secured 
a united India" and pi4vented the 
posc-parniion massacres. He also 
said that Gandhiji did not work for 
“an understanding with the Muslims 
when his influence might have se¬ 
cured it." Wavell tbou^r that Gan¬ 
dhiji was a quibbling lawyer and a 
baniya who drove a hard iMrgain. ft 
was ao unbalanced and unfair judge¬ 
ment. 

His successor Lord Mountbatten 
quickly perceived that Nehru and 
ntel had become impatient, and 
were prepared 10 ditch Gandhiji’s 
dream of Indian unity in order to be 
able to achieve power unirammeled 
by Jinnah and his Muslim League. 
Mountbitten also saw that Jinnah 


would be prepared to accept a trim- 
cateo PakiMun rather than place 
himself in a sMbordlnaie position rg 
the Nebiii-Fotel Congress. Nobudy 
listened 10 GdndhijTs plea for a 
government headed by I inn ah but 
responsible to ihe leuMature as a 
stepping Ntunr to inoependeiit un¬ 
ited India. 


Sun ttdls on British Hmpire 

The British empire's most taleiiud 
and powerful pro-Omsul in Indio, 
Lord Cur^nn, was prophetic jftjfen he 
said that “India is the pivot of our 
empire, if the empire loses any uther 
art uf Its dominion we curt suivive, 
ut if we lose India the sun of our 
empire will hfive'>ei." 

Another imperialist. Churchill, 
also had predicted ihut " the loss of 
India would mark and anisummate 
the downfall of the British Empire. 
That great organism would pass at a 
stroke out of Uli* into histurV' From 
such a catjsiiophc there loiild he no 
recovery." 

Jt was CurrunS aiubitnni to assist 
the National Cotigicss. which he 
claimed was coiteimg to a colUpse. 
to its final deintbe. The Indian 
National Congress refused tu die. 
When Maharma Gandhi took ovei its 
leadership and reorganised it in 
1920-21 he had beiome disillusioned 
with British rule in India. “The Brit¬ 
ish Empire is a Satanic system and 1 
have dedicated my fife to destroy it," 
Gandhiji declared. A succession of 
British pro-consuls, including 
Wavell, acknowledged that Gandhiji 
'hasreiied tbeir departure," of 
course* aided by the flow of history. 

Supreme tragedy 

The moment of his triumph* 
however* proved 10 he the moment of 
supreme tragedy. TJiv unity of India 
was broken, and the resulting blood¬ 
bath shattered Gandhijj's life work. 
Mahatma Gandhi made the supreme 
sacrifice in order to bear witness to 
hxs faith. More he could not do. 
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Food versus crude? 


T he sun .i» coo hot and tht 
l>ec)pl€ are lazy: Che far¬ 
mers tire tradirion bound 
and the workers arc in¬ 
different: su the puor 
countries of Asia, Africa and l,acm 
America cannot have any economic 
developmeiii. Such superstitions 
that unce pervaded the pundits in 
the West as wcli js in the East have 
Ionic fallen hv the wayside. The 
Third World in ihe last three tie- 
CJ(U‘6 lias fttiritetl ahead belying ail 
those sceptics. Topographical 
harshness Ikivida been muduUtod 
In a certain extent, smne of the 
relativelv iid^vmiced cnuiicries of 
the third world (India K one uf 
ihemi have entered a more com' 
plex phase of economic growth 
where snclo political relations are 
coming III to play as >4i m:iny hat' 
ricTs to Ivin her progress. 

Iiidin hos seena sn^c'Hhle rise in 
the iniKaiion potenuai'^fiorn 2^b 
millinn heciares in 19!U)''^1 to 
million hectares in 1d79.(fl>. It has 
been a i;i|:>miic .ittempi, thoiipli 
inadeipniu* ivlatiw lo need, lo res 
cut* aflricolriiie from the vagaries of 
monsoon. In iliv fii^l fwn decades 
the construction i»f additional 
iiiig.ition iHitetiiial was one million 
heelnres a ycai on an averuge 
Sinee riTM-KU, in pailicolar, the 
rale has more than doubled. The 
iiici<Ms<* III the application of ferii- 
liser IS even nnire sinkttiK". from 
0 \ mdliiin tonnes m l9hlM>1 to 2 
million tonnes in 1^170 71. and SS 
million tonnes l>v I'JKO.KI. The up* 
ward 11 end has conlinucd 1 he real* 
loi Meanwhile, Indian acncultitrr, 
•iccoidirtg lo some economists, is 
running into the law <0 dinnnishnig 
retiir/iS'^a cinssicnl law which 
means thai the late o( increase in 
ouipiit declines as mole iiiptirs itrc 
piessed into seivice It is this law. 
set against the ueomciru growth of 
populaiioo, which worried Malthus 
more than a Leninry ago. fn India 
too, during (he five years since 
197H*7^J. for ex.imple. there iv no 
let-up in the ever greater deploy¬ 
ment of agricultural Inputs like 
iirigaiion, feiiiliser. and all that; 
hut ihe return In terms of output is 
sluggish and volatile. The 197A79 
peak of fondgrains harvest was 
iruiiginally crossed only In 1981S2. 
in (ho other three years ilie crop 
was far below 

The sh<*rtfall of agriculture m the 
current year (1982 d3i sought i» 
he explained by New Delhi as a 
curse of had weather. Indeed, more 
than threc-fif(hs uf India’s culti¬ 
vated areas sdll do not have 
assured water supply, and there¬ 
fore remains exposed to the risks of 
droui|ht. The stagnation and the 
erratic course of Indian agriculture. 


ECONOMY 



RANJIT SAU 


however, is not entirelv a muitei of 
any inexorable law of diminishing 
reiurns and unfavourable weather 
comiitmns. True. India now oi’cu- 
piex the fourth rank (after China. 
USA and thv t^SSRi in the w<m Id in 
(ho consumpiiou of nitrogenous f«r 
(ilisi’is, and the sixth iioMtion 
anmuKSt the users of phosphaiic 
fertilisers. In terms of per hvciarv 
inpul ol nutrivitts. howuvei. the 
toimiry is still far liehind the na 
linns wiih modeln. progtessivo 
agricultural suitor, or even the 
world nvernge. Indian agr icii It in t* 
hns yei a long wav to go Iwfore it 
can mvt't with the law of dimi 
nishing reiiirnv As for the ihieai 
from dtoughr. ihv widespiead 
irrigaiiuii network is sopposi'd to 
till k 1 1 * p ri^i i H‘ly l ha i i'<in i inge lu v 
Tlivn, what has gone wrong? \Vhv is 
the iignculiiir.il produirion i«> 
c|Min^ Moi commensur.iiv ssiili the 
rising inpiits? 

Some four niillioii hui*l.m*s ol 
m.ijor irrigaliun tHUvniial mi India 
i> not actuallv useil. I here is, in a 
sense, a p^*ri*nnial excess capaiiiv 
in i»ui irrigation svsium. .>mJ it is 
the logger faimeis who have .i 
lowei proporiion ol irrigaium in 
then la ml. compared (» the smallei 
ones. rurthermuTk*. they use Ivsm’I 
(juaiirtiin of feiiilisei |M'r unit ol 
fertilised l.ind Tluue aie jiufii.i 
lions ihal. m the pursuit of their 
private profit at a reduced lahoui 
Cost, thev Hie divi^iimg femhsers 
to imirrxgafcd crops tl^t have low- 
er productivity, whereas the m.ir- 
ginal farmers cannot affoid to app- 
Jy fertiliser even in inigaied artsis 
Conseriuentiy, the average vield 
per unit of fertilisers in the iiiuiitrv 
IS coming down In a woiH. the 
bigger farmers are engaging neith¬ 
er land nor other agrivuliurol m 

f iuts to such use that is optimal 
mm the point of view of national 
product maximisation. Here is a 
case of stark conflict between an 
individual's profit and the coun 
try's overall gam. Irrigation and 
fertiliser, instead of being used as 
complementary inputs, are m fan 


upficaring largely as sirhsiiiuics <is 
it wdre in theydl'rEh t.irmeis. 
The agriculiuraf siagii.iiioii of le- 
cent years is. to a cvi i.iin extent, a 
piotliK’t ot New* l>elhi\ |x>llcv that 
Kt*t>ms to have lieori inxpirod by the 
cuiunis <if nco classic.il economic. 
Prices of oil. Ic'rliloa'rs. and other 
iiem>of tlie public st'ciui ary hying 
raised io bring ihcm in line with 
what Ihc govern men I caJia theii 
economic rosu. fifing incrctisinglv 
expensive. sVich ARiiculiniiil niputs 
i.io nuw he Ikmght ynilv hy tidier 
f.irmers. gnd then an nuieasMig 
proportion of iho«e would be di- 
veiled lo unirrigated crop* depriv 
ing even the M'rig.ited land ot small 
and m.irginxl farmers. How can 
agnciiJtoruf pioduvuviiv risi* iinilcr 
such circumst.inccsV The price of 
oil has been increased several 
times woli a view to gathering 
fuiidx foi iuvvstinvut in ihe Oil and 
Neiural (i.is fommiMion (ONtK i, 
and It lub r.iised tliv iloskof Cei tih^' 
vts in ihx' priH'ess |i this is Kniig 
done Ml Ihe iiami' of acntdriiig sid 
siilficieiuv in the inodnction ot 
crude t M robot m. then a cent able 
conflict IS taking shape beiv^etii 
the current ollici.d'policies de* 
signed loi hiiaiiving rtns pariKular 
obieiiive on ilie one liniid. and ihe 
coniHiions loi pronioiiiig self* 
sufficient V in loodgiaji^ on ihv 
oiJtei. Iheie IS loi mbuitaaii teason 
1(11 ,iny siH*(|.d I'oningditicoo be* 
tween I stvppiPU up.uT^iod piodiK* 
tom .mil ihai ot .^uilv inodiiclioii 
iH'sidc's wiial iisoally prevails be 
I ween ariv I wo nojioniic acliviiie.s 
louho* iiodgelajy loilsir.iinis. (in 
the (oniiaiv. these iwo lines ol 
adn Its .ire. at .i < <*11001 level, coin* 
pfemc niaiv Koi. given ilo soi lal 
sUocture «•( hid 1.1 .!'« 11 Is. and ilie 
|>artico]«o hi anil ol hsi.d .lod linan 
ci.il Iodines the govemmeni ol In 
di.i (s now loJIituiiig. the mid to 
stdl-sollK lexik V in 1.1 ode |K*lioit*i<iTi 
in India (XThaps passes iliroogh the 
fields of stagiiiuir agriinltois'. 

The vv(»i Id m.irket of f<H>duianis is 
domiiuited by oolv foui es|Hiviinu 
enu 111 lies, n.mielv. ihe IfsA. Cafoi* 
da. Australia, and Argeoini.i. w'liile 
I hill of iH’iroleum h.is alwovs (ex¬ 
cept for ii sliort spell of ten ve.irs 
lietween 197,1 and IVllii Ikvii mine 
contiiefiiivc and is hkeJv to leiiniin 
VI. I'01 slialegic le.isrMiN. ni a cconi- 
irv like India, self sulticteri.> in 
fiRidgranis should have prc’ceilcnce 
over Cl ode iK-iruleum. 10 ilie ecyiit 
of a question of real choice between 
the two Ir is far more advisable to 
devise ixdicres fur attaining these 
(w'in ohieciives And that is possibly. 
Kut then the siKial and political 
relationships would cume to stand 
ill the way uf impiementuig such 
policies. 
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Major reshuffle Rajiv-Dhawan tussle may have 

aft r Karnataka byelection? wide-ranging consequences 


Afier thi* ISMuy Kan^kapuia 
con^riTuenty byel^ciion in 
Kariiatuka in which Mr 
Rdiiukrishna Hcjsde is cvn 
iCNTii)^. a mujar cabinet rx 
pension miKht take place 
This lime, the miiioruy com- 
munMies which have been rie- 
mnnrlini; cabinet ItcitliN will 
not li«ive (heir ict^uesis 
luiiioil down There aie M 
mUepvndtfni mmoiiiv com- 
miirutv MI.Ah who arc Mip 
(KutMiR (hv presem .laiiaca 
l\i r ( V 1V d K i> V tf ni ni v in . 
Accoiiliiiu lo reluibU* source n 
M l llvuih* fir iu- con I HI lies .iv C\t and indicarums arc* 
ihjl he will ivifaiiilv wm ihc* Kjii.ikapiiia iwuii wiM 
indiicl one nl I he iiinsi |>i oiniiieiii miiKwuv cnmmnniiv 
Ml.As inio his mmisiiv* Mi Mutclijin.isti (lowda iroin 
lloliVkiiflorKd coiistirucncv In (ho estpHiisioii some 
pu'svni miiusicis will have (heir potrhilms clunKc*tl 
AmonR I he ii.line s lH*in»: haiiiiird .ihotii k (hal of the 
inesviii loniisin aiul iiifonnHiiori minister Mi M. 
J<«ivhii(iatliv. I he man w ho deleuied Con^essth’s C M 
Ihrahim. lie is likcK to Iw made the iiidiistnes 
III nil St VI as he has |iet!oinied ciedilahly mi Ins pivscnii 
cahiiiei portion 

Rajiv to tacklcGPCC(I)problems 


The iiifiKluioit in the Ou- 
jurat Coii|{ress< I) has be 
come so complex ihar 
(he AlCC may soon eii 
trust Its yoiinae^i Kcner- 
a I secretary Kujiv Can- 
dhi with the unenviable 
task of hriii^inA the lac- 
turns together again. Mrs 
Rajendra Kumari Bajpai 
who i& now in-charge of 
the party affairs m the 
state has canted the 
wrath of the dissidents 
who have been grumb¬ 
ling about her being bla* 
tantly pro*Madhavsinh Sulanki. The problem of the 
high command has been tu find someone who would be 
rejected by both the factions, ftaiiv Gandhi apparent¬ 
ly fits the bill, and the process of shifting charH tohim 
has it seems, already been set in motion. The party's 
candidate for the recent Rajya Sabha election, frshad 
Mirza was handpicked hv Rajiv Gandhi while the 
candidates of the chief minister and Kamalapathi 
Tripat hi were unceremoniously brushed aside. Mean¬ 
while the immediate problem of the hi^ command 
will be to find a replacemeni for che GrC^I) presi¬ 
dentship as the incumbent Mahant Vcjaydasji is reluc¬ 
tant to give up his minisrerial post. The organisational 
elections are due in July. The A1CC<I) canon against 
members holding two posts is going to be strtcilv 
adhered to» except of course in the case of their leader. 
Mahant Vuaydasji has been holding twin responsibil¬ 
ity for the last one year mainly because he enjoys the 
confidence of the chief minister 


The K.imrue Adik- 
VasantHduda I'atil (angle in 
Maharastra has lesuUeil in a 
Rajiv {iandhi K.K. 'Dhawan 
nmle in New l>elhi. Mr Dhe- 
syaii who has made nu s^'crei 
about Ins allegiance lo Mi 
Adik. is using his cloiii to get 
Mr Asevr cniwneil >rs 
MPC'Cfll prvsidi'nl Rajiv 
Gandhi nil (he «Mhri band 
he! loves ihat onlv rlic chiel 
miiMMer can laiiv (hv (miiv 
( hrough the elt*!turns. 

Ml M.l,. Knieihu* and Aniii 
Nehru aivabni.iriged Jiehiiul 
the Maharashiia chief nmiisiei Mr Hliawan whci 
gniriK all nui tu cluukmale Mi Gaiidiu >n tii consiuin 
(iHKh wiih M cei iaiii Mr Hliain.i u-ho jIwmvs aunmpii 
nies Ml Adik on lusfrviiueni trips lo New llellii and Mi 
Adik siddoni l,«ds lo gci an ap;uuiunu-iit wirii ihe 
Pumc- Minis(vi . Mi ^s|-er. tliir canw ol uil ihic luimoil, 
IV not i4Hi kevn on livciHning the MIVlVli pif/sulvii(. If 
(he Kaiiv fXi.iw.m iih deeikuis, ii is hound in have 
lar-ieacbing umseqiieiues in du- (irganiviiiovii .md 
fiiiKiiiming i»l (he i'ongrevsdl 

T N Congress(l) wooing AIADMK 


The Tamil Nadu CoiiwieKKih has vt.iiud ijnnkicig in 
teiinvoi luniigcKhcT tile DMKoi iheiidom MAOMK 

foi (hv eliklioiH svhedidvd (nr |usr>. d noi toi .1 snap 
mi(l|udl. Knowing ih.it (he l)Mls is lusuig iis giip 
laimlls. (be Congievs<]i is living to veei ilosvi io the 
AIADMK. Congressmen are rrvmg to foiger ihc dis¬ 
astrous electmal alliance with the DMK iii ihe 1980 
cI(\ turns. Thev. however, piefor t<i is'ial) the balcyiiii 
(fav< of 1<)77 when thev aligned vvirh ilu- AIADMK foi 
the pjilidmeniaiy polls Mis Gandhi lud ihi< alliance 
III mind when she alluKi'd Rs (it iioivv as drought 
iclief forTamd Nadu. Mrs Gandhi mav a bo try 10 w uo 
the Andhra Pradesh chief minis let N.T. Kama Kao 
kiMiwing (00 well that wnbout ilu* vunix'it ot the 
Telugu Deum. the Cungre-ssd 1 d«H*s not si and much of 
a chance in Andhin Pradesh 

Arjun Singh begin.s to panic 


The Madhya Pradesh chief minister Arjun Smgh lus 
started taking serimis note ol ihe riivsidem activities of 
the former union ministci V'C Shiikla and his bioihei 
.S.C. Shukla, wIh» has been kmxking ai the CoiigressG 1 
liners fur quite Mime time now. The chief minister has 
started wooing l^xmi Nar.iyan Jndurtva, livurenani of 
V.C. Shukla Mr Induriya w as expelled fiuni the pat tv 
in 1981 for convening a meeting of partv MLAs to 
highlight (he failuic uf (he ctiief minisier in im¬ 
plementing the 20-point programme. Bui Mr Induriya 
has surprisingly been missing from the last three 
teams of dissidents who have been guirtg to New Delhi. 
Now he has been made member of the non official 
citizens prohe committee of MLAs tu enquire into 
allegations against the Bhilai police Duiing the aiiel 
survey of flo<^ affetied areas, the only MI.A chosen to 
accompany (he chief minister was Mr Induriya. 
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‘India does indulge in a lot 

of shadow boxing’ 


S uav^, and with humour 
puckering his eyes and 
muurh, Jaudish Shamsher 
Jung Buharuir Rana, Nepal's 
new ambassador to India is 
id of dipJuniat. bcahselling 
authors invite tu their fictional par* 
ties. Seniieni, handsome of course, 
fashionably greying immaculately 
turned out, cultured in several lan¬ 
guages and unflappable: the ulti- 
tnaie guest who would be the centre 
of attraction and would go right on 
talking even if the chandelier above 
the table crashed onto the avocado 
saiuri, the roast lamb and vintage 
wine. 

1 once commiseraied with him un 
his hreirher losing a ministerial job 
and he replied with hardly a pause 
that he too felt sari tu see Lord 
Curringion step down hut then, in 
politicv^the shrug of 4 well-tailored 
shoulder—these things happen. Tu n 
fureign diplomat who expressed his 
government's genuine happiness in 
the future of Ne|>ars relations with 
India us h result of Mr Rana’s sie 
wardship, the cool reply over a gUs« 
of chilled champagne was’that the 
country in i|uesti(in had its own rela* 
tionship 10 foster with both coun¬ 
tries. 

“Friend5hip between India and 
Nepal.” he told me. “is time-tested. 
It rests on firm foundations, but whai 
we need to develop ci n better under¬ 
standing in India of the aspirations 
of the Nepalese people now. We 
cannot expect Nepal to live in the 
18th century. This must he under¬ 
stood in India in ii5i proper perspec 
live. !f it IS, there should be no 

f robirms in our close relationship. I 
eel that all friendly countries 
should accept the judgment of the 
people of Nepal.“ 

With just two crowded days left for 
his departure for Delhi, Mr Rana 
invited me to his family house in 
Kathmandu with almost all iis con¬ 
tents packed and wrapped in gunny. 
Scrawled across them in red paint 
was the legend; H. E. Ambassador 
Rana. Straight to the point. No 
flourishes 

“Please forgive the mess/' he said. 
“There’s hardV ^ place left to sit in,” 
hui there was, in a room dominated 
by a pastel portrait of his vivacious 
wife. Shanii. Waiting to be shoved 
away into some last minute contain¬ 
er were a Russian ikon, a Tibetan 
ihankha, a collection of pink alabas¬ 
ter animals, a pile of records topped 
with fbfs ;> Cher, and a framed 

S eating card from their Majesties 
e King and Queen of Nepal, with a 
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puriraii of ihe royal tamily. 

Viewing Kalyan Singh, my photo¬ 
grapher friend setting up his gear, he 
»aid. “I hope people don't think I'm 
wearing uniform. These Nepalese 
buttons belonged to my giandfather. 
Tliey're gold. Made in England I 
ihinli they look good on my favourite 
blazer." Grandfather was from a rul¬ 
ing Rana family who lived at a limo 
when uniforms, decorations and 
household hric a-hrac came from 
London and Rana houses owed more 
to the West thanioNeparMy grand¬ 
father was exiled (or hi> prugresMve 
ideas." Ml Rana said as we settled to 
talk. 

“You know, this is my first di- 

F lumatic assignment to India, where 
ve spent a gund 20 vear> of my life. 
I speak Hindi. Urdu and EenMh 1 
Was educated first in North roini. 
Darjeeling, then St Xavier's, Calcut¬ 
ta. on to at Xavier's. Puma. Benaras 
Hindu University and Lucknow Uni¬ 
versity. 1 graduated from BHU and 



It is suggested that Nepal is 
not a t ru I y democ ratio 
country. This is very diffi¬ 
cult to answer. What do 
they mean by democracy?* 
Is chaos democracy? (1$) 
concentration of power in 
the presidential system 
(democratic)? 


did my post graduate studies at Lon¬ 
don University. Naturally 1 have 
many friends m India, in govern¬ 
ment. in the secretariat. I have 
known the puseni foreign secretary 
Vince 1 &$6. i have close personal 
relations with all the senior mem- 
l>ers of ihe external affairs mlnutryr. 
Yes. I've met Mrs Gandhi but 1 
cannot claim to know her well. 
Maybe vhc may not recognise me. 

“There's something that worries 
me. Many Indians believe and say 
that Nepalese are anti-Indian. I think 
this iv a very false notion because to 
follow an anti-lndran policy cannot 
he favourable to Nepal. What we are 
is prihNepalevc, and if this is mis¬ 
understood as an ariiMndiun feeling, 
it's not fair. We naturally have to 
look after Nepal's interests and this 
has to be understood by our Indian 
friends. We understand their sensl- 
tiviiy. we unJorsiand their security 
concerns, but Nepal has to look after 
herself, without a foreign presence 
whether Indian or Chinese or Rus¬ 
sian. 

“To have this foreign rivalry de¬ 
velop in Nepal cannot be in the 
interests of the country. This will 
have to be understood ^ our Indian 
friends also. That will be a large part 
of my job. explaining our views and 
sentiments while understanding 
theirs. 

“India feels we are keeping both 
India and China eguidistant m our 
dealings. But what is the alternative? 
Culturally, religiously, ethnically 
there is so much in common between 
our two countries. But in our exter¬ 
nal policies, in our external rela¬ 
tionships, in the conduct of our fore¬ 
ign policy we have to bear In mind 
thut we are an independent 
sovereign kingdom between two 
large Asian entities, a fact expound 
ed bv King Prithvi Narayan Shah, 
the founder of our present royal 
dynasty, in the mid-loth century. 

“1 will be very aware when I am in 
Delhi, among old and good Indian 
friends and colleagues, that 1 am a 
Nepalese, first and foremost. 

“You know. 1 think it is only a 
matter of time before India recog 
nises Nepal’s desire for a zone of 
jwacC They will. I’m sure, chan^ 
their minds. It is a completely 
erroneous belief that the draft of this 
proposal was shown to the Chinese 
first. It was shown to nobody. It was 
His Majesty's own, completely unin¬ 
fluenced idea. 

“Our idea for a aone of peace has 
been bindied about for a long long 
utpe. but ril recapitulate. We went 










' to tMcontnte on dtwlopmcnt, and 
for dcr«lopm«nt we went stabifiiy— 
internal ^rebinty Nepal is a smalt 
country and we cannot afford insta* 
bllity within the country because we 
want to concentrate all our energies 
on developtnent. Our people want a 
better life. They no longer are satts* 
fied with whac they're getting. 

"We recently have had very impor 
tant exercises. A referendum, gener¬ 
al elections and now all elections uf 
the pencha.var units, including the 
villages, have been finalised. If the 
government doesn’t follow up, if we 
don’t concentrate on development, 
we won’t get anywhere. 

C4 Tt suggested that Nepal is not a 
xirulv democratic country. This 
is very difficult ui nnswor. Whut do 
they meiin hy tlcmocrucy^ Is chaos 
democracy? A concentraliun of pnw* 
VI ill iliv uresidential s,vsu*m? An 
indisciplined free for all? Whet arc 
the l>asic pillars uf democracy? We 
have dll independent juduiaiy. We 
hdve d naiiuiul pitntTijyur. We huve 
a Pohlic Service Cumnussjon. We 
h;ive iin execiiHve. Now we have 
gone ihrougli elections on the Imms 
of adult franchise. This, to me, is 
deniocracy, hut if you are talking of 
how ii IS functiuiung. well there may 
he many opiiiiuiis of huw deinncia* 
cicM arc functioning anywhere in the 
world. 

*’Yes. I am aware <tl Ole criticism 
that our media not entirely free, 
that theie has been a rediwtmn in 
press fiet'dom. 1 don't think so l.ook 
at the daily newspapeis. They write 
against aiiyonu, aganisi the Prime 
Mini^ier. the govern mem. 1 dun’t 
think this is curtailing the press. I’m 
satisfied it isn’t. I think, as a mativr 
of faci, that wc should examine the 
tmancidl huckground uf particular 
newspapers to itscerraiii whether 
they can meet charges of rharacter 
assassination and suitably compen¬ 
sate the in.iiired ucrvnii. 

'’You ask what the Prime Minister, 
Mr Surya Bahadur's visit to India has 
achieved. Judging frum newspaper 
reports it seems )Kisi(ive. One of my 
chief concerns in India will be to 
ensure the agreements stand. Prog¬ 
ress cm agreed projects is not as 
sutisfactui^ as it should be. in my 
opinion. There is a strong feeling 
about (his in Nepal. When we talk we 
agree about everything, bul often 
the balw isn't born and sometimes 
it’s a stifTbinh. U will be my duty to 
try. impress upon the government of 
Irtdia to avoid this kind of thing... 
'^hen things are said. When the 
Prime Minister visits India and there 
are agreements on this and thai. 
When His Majesty the King makes a 
state visit and there are agreements 
on both sides, ii ^ets printed in the 
newspapers, is aired on the radio. 
The expectation of people goes up 
and than when they do not see things 
materialise they get confused and 
dissatisfied. We have had this prob* 
)em with India. 



We consider India a very I 
important country and we | 
take Indians very seriously 
We want these feelings re¬ 
ciprocated. We wanllndia 
to take us seriously too. 
Friendship has to be nur¬ 
tured and takerrgreat care 
of. It cannot, it must not, be 
taken for granted. 


”bomt*iim«s there are studied 
leaks in the newspunecs Sometimes 
dgain a gieui deal m misinformation 
has appeared in even the mu»i reput¬ 
able Indian newspapers anil we may 
be lorgrveii for lielieving thai il was 
done purposely. I do noi blame the 
newspapers for this. 

'*Our Prime Minister was asked 
abuut (he protected Nepalese trade 
corridur lo fiandadesh but he did 
nut discuss it with Mrs Gandhi Rut it 
must cuniinue tu be discussed ai 
official levels. W'hy nut? If you have 
good relations with u londTocked 
country and another friendly coun¬ 
try is wiJhne to provide transit facili¬ 
ties. 1 think no offence should lie 
taken. Specifically. 1 don't think In¬ 
dia should mmd it. 1 think she should 
help us find an alternative putt Iw 
cause Calcutta is already congested. 
Facilities there arc nut sufficient for 
Indian needs. Jet alone ours, as Cal¬ 
cutta has tu cope with Bene.!!. Bihar 
and UP. 

"I have nut discussed this perso 
nally but if rhis (luesnon is raised I 
would expect a sympathetic attitude 
from India. The corridor would he 
for road and rail transit. We are 
already using Chittagong port but by 
air only. There are many transit 
countries in the world, particularly 
in Europe. Consignments destined 
for Uno*locked countries have to 
pass throu^ all Europe at no addi¬ 
tional cost. They have certain 
treaties, certain arrangements, 
whereas we don't even have a fixed 
rate. We are trying to find one. We 
must. You know any standard-^ 
you can check records and figures— 
on our imports the transit cost is sc 
expensive that we pay 3S percent to 


40 per cent to-a doHer.' formportSf 
iw transit c«is. to 

per cent. Now this is very very 
high and is done on Jaiati^Whrket 

5 legs. <iQ| orf-cpit. Zl&,«fwsnniers 
re are suffering andpaylrq^ a high 
price. 

’’There is an mieniaiional re»oJu 
rioti on trade wtili land-locked cuun- 
tries but India is nor a signatory to it 
But the issue has to lie faced. It ha^ 
(o be developed. India is very preoc 
copied with so much on iis mind. 
Unfortunately it dues indulge in a lot 
of shadow boxing. 

“Thore has been some uiiforvuiiaiv 
talk about India uiid Nepal putting 
restrictiom oti the bee nioveOient of 
their naiuniuis in each other's coun¬ 
tries. This IS not cui rect. It pjusum- 
ably ha> been runiuurvd hecaiKU of 
Dr Guruiig’s C'oninnssion, at piuscin 
operative, to louk iiilu migr.ttiuii and 
imnngiaiiun ImuIi. Ii i» neither dosii - 
4 blv nor puMiblc tu seal our liof- 
dvrs.** 

My lape-rvcoider Midtlenly lumed 
viuk'iii. Its b.illutie* flew uctosS tile 
n>om. the lupc made an omiiiuiis 
nuisv nod the led lighi Oevviuped a 
teimiiial hliiik. Mr Kuiui rvirieved 
(he haitenev gave the much me a 
tirm 'hukiiig «oiJ proclainivd it to be 
fit again. I thunghi. us we sc-iiled 
hack M talk, iluu the inciiieui iiught 
well inove imlicahvtv In tuturv. 
when '•i-mitive betaine un 

stuck beiwecn ihn two cuunUKS. 
N<*pul’s new amUassadoi niig|u' well 
shake up a lui oJ maUainctiuiiji^ 
debris lying iilxnii .md put lu-w hie 
into n. A liitiughi 
’'The Kosi inou'ci is no longer a 
lione of c« an el It ion Boi we iiujkt 
keep talking ab<»ut it. Wc must weigh 
who is being iHOKhiied more. Dur 
reguireiiivnrs iiie verv hi Me. Rvii oui 
fctiuiremeriis will have lo be fulfil¬ 
led firsi, N.iiurally. IIkii, when our 
requii'emeiits *iie niei. the einiK* 
benefits vhii gi* cl-wrwhere. We cue 
prepared li» take up any projeiis. 
stuciy them logelher aiul d we are 
not capable oi hnding answers then 
two caul aptmnit experts and consul 
laiits. Wu ale pertecily open about 
(his. It IS an important issue. Watci 
power IS out greatest natural re¬ 
source 

"J would hke lo say oi coiiciiision 
that 1 am looking loiwiud to my new 
assignment Wo consider India a 
verv impoitaot couniry and we take 
Indians veiv seriously We want 

these feelings rccipiocateJ. We w ant 
India to take us seriously too 
Friendship has lo be nuriuied aod 
taken great care of. li cannot, it must 
not, be taken for granted. No 
meaningful relaiionship. and ours is 
such, can be taken for granted. 

"I hope to have a healthy working 
arrangement with tho press. My pri*- 
vjous experience as a diplomdt tells 
me this is must important. I have 
found them gencrou.s and well m- 
tormed. They do a good joli. Maybe 
certain criticism wUl gnad me tu a 
little more action." 
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PUNJAB 

Murder in the house of god 

Tension increases as ttie DIG's killer, allegedly, hides in the Golden Temple 



Amritsur: The Punjeb situation took DU*'s own armed be 
an even more violeni turn on 25 driver had Hcd the 
April when DIG potiee (JuJtundur ^hoofing started. '’This 
Rangel. A. S. Atwal was shot dead he said, ouickly statini 

t ust outside (he Golden Temple. The rea^n tney could no 
iller, tUl (he time of writing, re- was because it happe 
mained hidden somewhere in the the asseilant entered t 

Golden Temple. A letter from the immediarely. He addi 

police to the gurudwara manage- was absolutely no donh 
mem requesting that they try and the killer had gone, 
find the culprit, has. so far. not even whether the policewci 
been acknowledged take any action regar 

The DIG was given a state funeral den Temple 11 they did 
in Jullundiir on 20 April The various satisfactory reply from 
poutical and religious leaders who ni Gurudwara Prabanr 
live within the precincts of thv tee (SGPC) and thegui 

E urudwara condemned (he killing agement. Mr Bains sai 
ui (hey claimed that the killer had the government's polk 
not entered the gurudwara. The ibly enter gurudwaras 
police point out that had he tried to ‘fhe bazar outside 
escape in any other direction, he reopened towards the 
would have been caught immediate- month but the almost 
ly since there were large numbers o< si on in the air remaim 

E aUcemen In the area. SSP. Surjit keepers seemed relut 
inghiftains. denied reports that the about the incident and 

BhuxirHnwMle (fitting) iv/rh arntt'dguards Ul.imtiig the ihtx'ernmi'ni 


DIG's own armed bodyguard and 
driver had fled the moment the 
shooting started. '’This is nonsense.** 
he said, ouickly stating that the only 
reason tney could not take action 
was because it happened fast and 
the assailant entered the gurudwara 
immediately. He added that there 
was absolutely no doubt about where 
the killer had gone. When asked 
whether the police wen* planning to 
(eke any action regarding the Gol¬ 
den Temple 11 they did not receive a 
satisfactory reply from the Shiroma- 
ni Gurudwara Prabandhak Commit* 
tee (SGPCl and the gurudwara man¬ 
agement. Mr Bains said that it was 
the government's policy riot to forc¬ 
ibly enter gurudwaras. 

‘fhe bazar outside the temple 
reopened towards the end of last 
month but (he almost tangible ten 
si on in the air remained. The shop* 
keepers seemed reluctant to talk 
about the incident and most of them 


said they had run for their lives once 
the shooting began. A few of them 
also said that they had seen the 
DIG's driver go off after the officer 
was killed and one man said (hat he 
had seen the bodyguard trying to 
load his sti*ngun. bur somehow fail¬ 
ing to fire. According to the police. 
The DIG entered the precincts of the 
gurudwara around 10 00 am and 
somebody stopped to talk to him. 
This has created the impression (hot 
the killer may have been acting in 
collusion with some other people, 
although when the killing occurred, 
he was alime. Mr Atwal emerged 
from the main gate of ihe Golden 
Temple around am and was 

shot dead even as he was holding 
ptavhad in his hands while he 
walked towards ihe booth to collect 
his shoes. He was killed outside the 
dar^hani deori by shots fired from a 
semi-automatic carhino> 

Several shois woie fired, one of 
which even killed ail 21*year*oid boy, 
Virinderjit Singh, who had gone to 
the gurudwara to offer a pra^/er of 
thanks for having done well In his 
exammutiun. He had just emerged 
from the gurudwara. accompanied 
by his mother and gr.indfather, when 
he was so tragically killed. Another 
person, a CR^F constable on leave. 
Kulwinder Singh, a young man of 22, 
was injured when he was shot in the 
stomach as he was about to enter the 
gurudwara. His condition, at (be 
time of writing, was reported to bt 
extremely serious. 

The police Provided the descrip 
tion of the killer as being a young 
man around 25 years of age. with a 
flowing beard, a wheatish comple¬ 
xion and a slim build. He was wear 
ing a black turban and a long, white 
kurt^ with grey pyjamas- According 
to the SSK a message was im* 
mediately lent to the gurudwara, 
asking for the kUler ro be handed 
over to the police. This was followed 
by a letter to the secretan and the 
deputy secretary uf the ^PC and 
the management of the Durbar 
Sahib.however, there was no re¬ 
sponse to any of these. Sent Her* 
cnandsingh Longowal told this cor* 
respondent that what had happened 
was a terrible thing, but when asked 
about the letter, he claimed he knew 
nothing about li. 

The president of the SGPC, Mr 
Tohra. left for Delhi without giving 
any comment but the other oGPC 
members said ^hat anybody among 

















{hV' wbo •iiter«d th« 

K dwara that div could be ihe 
r, so ehey could not find him. 
Meanwhile, both. Sant Longowal and 
Sent BhindranwaJe said that they 
felt that the killing was the work of 
the government. Sant Bhindranwale 
added that this had been done de¬ 
liberately to make their iJhar- 
mMyudha morcha unsuccessful and 
that it was a big conspiracy to enable 
the police to enter the Durbar Sahib. 

Yet. a number of questions reurd 
ing the brutal assassination oT Mr 
AiwaI remained unanswered. First, 
immediately, after the Sikh youth 
gunned down the DIG and literally 
walked through the barar leading to 
the SGPC. why was there no ai tempt 
to cither apprehend him or shoot 
him down? Mr Atwal's personal 
security men, who were sitting in a 
car in uhania Char Chowk. were not 
the only policemen present around 
(he temple ai that lime. In the area, 
a Urge police force bad been de* 
ployed, equipped with arms, wireless 
^ets ami veKtcIvs. Yet none of the 
policemen present took any action 
while the assassin walked away m 
broad duylighi. 

There is aiiuther reaniMi why the 
police force denluyeJ in the area 
should have been mure ulert 
whenever Mr Atwal visited the tom' 

P ie (according in official circles in 
unjah. Mr Atwal was a religious 


K raon and often visited the templej. 

e DIG was a marked man: he was a 
key person involved in the planning 
and execution of operations against 
the extremists and an attack on him 
had. at no stage, been ruled out. Yet. 
not even a ' single plainclothes 

C otkeman dixcrcetly accompaiued 
im to the temple on his visits. Why 
was this M)? 

The Punjab government has, it 
seems, reached a dead end in its 
efforts to track down the assailant. 
Though the government has held 
meetings and ordered a statewide 
alert. It is unlikely that this would 
yield any results. Only an intensive 
search of the SCPC might tmenver 
the assailant, but the government is 
hesitant to do this for nbvious 
reasons. The attitude of the politi> 
Clans ruling the state is evident Irum 
the ftdiowing episode Just after the 
Amritsar incident, a wireless mes- 
xaj^ was sent t^i a group of dissident 
ministers, proceeding to Delhi to 
meet Kajiv Candlii. asking them to 
attend an emergency meeting of the 
cabinet. The message was ignored 
and the ministers thought k more 
imporiant to carry on to IHdhi iiv 
stead. Meanwhile. Union minister 
for home. Mr P C. Sethi has assured 
the people that action will ccrtainlv 
be taken soon. 



Tavleen Singh 


KRISHNA WATERS ACCORD 


^ I r 

them) 

emeiged off hin k^hfr sl 
with tile dawn of t9H.T The citiremi 
of Madras cannot etrsfly (qrgtvp MfS 
(TdiiJIii for her hetrayal faribraiders 
^ ( m I i b w n fwi m t . * f f 
lie ch.iriiiiblc) of her promise made 
in February 19fb, soon afM <lbe 
Tomils wtir^'muJdng h>l8w>£|ytf y 
from a frightful waier Jiearcity.'fiKe 
had then as>uivd the people of Mad¬ 
ras at a puhlii* meeting that 15 tme of 
Krishna water would be pi’ovided for 
Tamil Nadu, with MaharushlrUi 
Andhra l^adesliond Karnarekb'ea^h 
loritiiInning five tme of water in 
acc«irdiiiict' with what was Stared in 
Piirii.imeiit l.l vears agn. A formal 
agivi ment was signed lati'r ' * hi 
iKdhi hy the four states. Hut tho 
sihrme ni‘\’tr got going due to the 
dittVreiHV of opinion iimong the can* 
rnhuiiim siaies cm wliviher the wa- 
I to should Ih.* transported In open 
i, h.uiiu'ls or ^imduii pipes. In 1ST7. at 
.1 mfoiiug couvoned by the union 
in ig.it ion mniisier. it was decided to 
|M*rmii r.miil .N.ulu to draw li fine of 
Krishna waiei from the Sflseilem 
lesvrvoo in Andhra Pradesh. The 
di.ifi to Ih* Mgiivd lor this scheme 
apftearvd to be jirned. thunks to the 
lapid lurnovei of chief ministers in 
Ai* Wliji did not happen in the four 
veuis o| I he Oiogrossflj regime, did 
happen within four months of Tolugu 
Desum's lulv The Hgicemetft 
le.uiied IIV NTK and M(>R »ervd$''to 
widen I he gulf beiwven suiftlTIndia 
and the OmgresstU. 


Strengthening the bond 


Madras: At lust, after waiting tor 
over ion years, the dream of the 
residents of Madras is being finally 
fulfil led. The proposal for the supply 
of Krishna river water to a paicheJ 
Madras afflicted by chronic waier 
scarcity, wras first mooted in IbbI by 
Colonel Kly. the chief engineer of 
the erstwhile Madras Presidency, 
But I he proposal had to wait fur a 
century for the *iwu Kamas to bring 
Krishna’ to Madras, as a l(H:al evenin* 
ger put it. 

On 19, April, chief minister .M. G. 
Ramachanaran of Tamil Nadu and 
chief mimxier N.T. Rama Rao of 
Andhra Pradesh signed an agree¬ 
ment in Hyderabad for the trans¬ 
portation lu Madras of 15 imc of 
Krishna water in a 500-km long open 
channel named Telugu Uanga'. Af* 
ter taking evaporation losses into 
Consideration, the reservoirs that 

service Madras will be richer by 
twelve imc of water, four times the 
amount that is being presently con* 
sumed by Madras c kite ns. TRe Ks 
720 scheme which will take three to 
six years for completion will also 
irrigaie. en route, S7S lakh acres of 
drought-prone areas in Rayalseema 
and Neilore district of Andhra 


Pradesh. Ihe project is thus mutual¬ 
ly beneficial. 

The agreement was signed against 
ii backdrop of niuch cainaradenv jri<l 
was descnlK'd hy the two ebuNimt 
CMs as 'historic and one that will 
further srrenglhen I lie brother h«H»d 


Thu COM of thv scheme will be 
shared bv the two states in propor¬ 
tion to the quantum nf water utilised 
hy each. According lo present esti¬ 
mates, T.imil Nadu will have (o 
sough up Ks 220 cruie^.aqd AV Rs 
5(gi Lror«*s both the CMt have rb- 
quested the centre to fund the entire 
project or ai least a parr of tr. On (he 
iHcasioii, NTR suiced the upponun- 
ity to ask for a gift from MGR-^the 
nunuscj ipis pvrtainirig bs thb TeJu- 
gu litunirv herirege and CuLiure pre* 



»erved. at cbe mamenc. in (h« 
warhi btabat (.ibrary in Thanjaviu. 
in the Coonemara PubJic LiUi;iry 
and ai rheFort-SrCiaoffic m Madras. 
MGR pti>t1iUtfd to cotiNiilef iIk* cc- 
quest and there U no ie<4<nn why lt« 
snuuid nor cgmply. 

At the time of siniimu ihu diali. 
both ihe Ramas emphaM^ed that it 

wio’un Atireemeni hetween 

‘•hruthers.*’ NTR ivgUommI 
lerpart his Vhlui hioMier' He 

suid, '*We I>'ive |r» res^iUe oilr |»rnl» 
lem» in milK bnaherlv afleclioii ' 
The hig brother in itiru viul liinv 
happv w was in enter into an .i^ree 
meni with his “voonger hi other who 
u iitm' tile cliief minister of a laigei 
state than ours," He quelled eiilns 


New IMhi: When the Janiitiii and 
Kashmir chief ministeJ. /h harcKiq 
Ahdiilhih. Uosifd a dinnei at lUe 
.lamniu ami Kashmir uorM house 
here <iii 2.1 April, liie Congressih 
general sccieiarv came lot the talks 
nJiJiig vviih Ml K. C I’ani. the Cou 
gt cs^^l I high command's obserser foi 
the $l4|ie. A nie*nl>ei ol the (Mrtv's 
high command. Syed Mir (^.isim, a 
funner chief minister of Jammu and 
Kaithmii (who voluntarily rehte 
(juishtd his ch^ir in 147^ for the late 
Sheikh ^lullnl^mal! Abdidlab and 
ushered in «i new |rlias<> in Kashnui 
politics) was sitting just two r<H>ms 
Hwsy in the guest house at Ihuhviraj 
Kn.id. wax nor called for the talks. Mr 
Mu QastmS views or^ the need to 
have an understanding between the 


and iroublcMTiakefs whnwerc trying 
10 figure out which state was evploii. 
irtg the othar, with his observaiionv 
It IS not a qdestioo as to who Uo* 
tween ns has cainecTby this agree- 
merii Uiose wmi have’ really gained 
are the iienph* ul the two etates and 
rhe agreement wilt benefit future 
generations.** NTR viewed the agree* 
iTiviit as a '‘symbol ol brotherhood 
Iiciweeii rhe Tcliigu and Tamil pcci' 
pic '* And lest ihu agreement causod 
1 u ri he t M’i>r r v i u t he c enlfc* uliou 11 li e 
grotving uiutv ol rhe vnifh that could 
Ih' (onstiucd av a threai. NTR hav 
limed til reiterate his oft repeated 
opinion that 'strong states make a 
siiong centre *' 

Aniln Pruisip 


d.iv> iK’liue Ihe lalks lcM»k place in 
I he iapiiah Hi I 'arorui Abdullah had 
ntfeiidesl n dmnei host id Ik Mr Mii 
Qasini in Siinagar and iHith had 
agreed ihal (here was a need lor 

CivctoiaJ adiuMmenis iKMw’oeii the 
t'niigrcssil) and die National Confer* 
eiu e I Hi AlHJidJali's party i .Seed Mir 
<^;isim had gone on ressird saving 
that a confciiniatinn Iwrween the two 
riles was "ill-conceived and in 
advis.ihle,'* He had said thai <1 his 
party decided to cotiiesi all the 7h 
Axsemidv seats in the *> June elec¬ 
tions. then he would nnt campaign 
lor I he Coiigressilj cuiidiJates 
The ahseine of Mr Mir Qasun from 
Ihe dinner talks on 21 April, ihere*- 
fore, was significani Hr Abdullah, 
who IS al\o the Naiional Conferunev 
president, had none w’lth a three- 


member tram:. 

party colleagues, Mr Pyare Lai 
Handoo^ Mr Ghulam Mohiuddin 
Shah and Mr Bodhraj Ball talk to Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi and Me Pant. The 
meeting, which began at 7,30 pm. 
went on well past 11.00 pm. in be¬ 
tween. Dr Abdullah let the three* 
member team discuss matters in his 
absence. From the lung parleys rhut 
night, the undersianaing which 
emerged was that the Congrvssil) 
would be alloTed 20 oi 21 seats 
including live or six m the Ku.shmir 
vallcV* which is tradiiioiially a 
Natinnal Conference stionghold. Dr 
Abdullah usked'fur a change in ihe 
state KCCfl) leadership. Phe two top 
men in the JummuandKashmir unit 
of ihe Cuogressi 11. Mr Mufti Mnhain* 
m.td SyeJ. preside in. and Mr Gliu- 
Um Rax«>ol Kav. vKc-presideiit. huve 
been biiter critics ot ihe Niitiriiial 
Confcience in genetal and the 
AlxIulUh family ui particular (Even 
while the unity efiurts were on. Mr 
Mofri Molurnrhinl Hved made j sfate- 
mem saving that )us patiy would 
loiiteNi all the 7h seats, i Hi Abdullnli 
told the CoiigrvssdJ high command 
that With these two genilemon head¬ 
ing ihe P( Ctli. electoral ndpist 
ments weie not possible He huiied 
that il pcaiple like Syed Mil (^Rsim 
wore to 1 h' given ii Dec luind, then 
Ihe aimnspheic could be cioulucivc 
lor unity. The Congressdi high com¬ 
mand. however, thioighi otherwise. 

Wiihin Mr Kajiv (l.indhi's c ircle ol 
.idvisers itself, iheie wjs shuio nil 
on the Kashmir question. While Mi 
Viiay Dhur ison of the late Mi l>. P. 
Hliui I favoured iho line of conedia 
tion odvmMicd by Sved Mir Qiisim, 
Mr Makhan l.al 1 oivdar and Mr 
Arun Nvhiii wne hand in glow wiih 
Ml Mufti Mohammad Kved and Mi 
Ghul.im K.isool K.ir. Vliouatelv. the 
hawks seem to have prevailed. 

Mr Ka.pv Gandhi and Dr Farooq 
AhdulUh arc clnn* friends in their 
|K*rsonal iives. Kfforts lor ihe unity 
between the tvni parties, therefore, 
were made hv each of them indi¬ 
vidually over the Iasi two years. 
Since Dr Alnlullah became ihe chief 
minister after the Sheikh’s death in 
September Inst year and Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi was made AlCCfh general 
secret a rv, this personal nexus was 
enlarged to the official level as well. 
The fact that the talks failed w'ith 
such a backgruund, iherefore. shows 
that A somewhat serious faux pay had 
been committed. While it difficult 
tn put the hlame on either party, 
cenainly one cannot uverlouk the 
hawkish attitude of ihe present lead¬ 
ership in rhe Jammu ami Kashmir 
PCCdl. which hat damaged the pro¬ 
cess of rapprochement lietween the 
twn pertiet since 1977 (when the 
Congress-1 tried to vote nut Sheikh 
Abdullah and install Mr Mufti 
Mohammed Syed as the chief minis 
ter. Ibe promulgation of President's 
Rule hy the Janeta government at 
the centre foiled this plan). 



JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

The hawks foiled 
unity talks 



Alw (he efforu for ediustment» 
between the two perties Mgen. fol¬ 
lowing a neeeing Dr AbdulUh had 
with (he Prime Minister's princtpil 
secretary, Dr ?. C. Alexander, in the 
presence of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Governor , Mr B. K. Nehru, in Jam¬ 
mu, Dr Abdullah issued a press state¬ 
ment saying the doors were open for 
unity. But when he went to Srinagar 
after making this statement, nis 
mother. Begum Akbar Jehan Abdul* 
lah, is understood to nave reacted 
sharply age in it the move. She is 
understood to have reprimanded her 
son for shaking hands with the pany 
which had people like Mr Mufti 
Mohammad Sy;ed and Mr Chulam 
Kasool Kftr in Us leadership. She is 
Mieved to have told Dr Abdullah 
I hut if he were to join hands with 
these two bitter critics of the late 
Sheikh Abdullah, then she would 
probably have to openly campaign 
against .mch a move. This too played 
a role in ihe breakdown of the talks. 
Of course. Dr Abdullah showed his 
keenness for the undvrstandina by 
asking Mr Kajiv Gandhi to withdraw 
these two men from the helm of 
party affairs in the statv. Had thtc 
been conceded, perhaps, ihe path for 
unity would have been smoother. 

Apart from this, within the Nation¬ 
al Conference. Dr Abdullah’s detrac¬ 
tors, hiv brother-in-law, Chulam 
Mohammad Shah, Mr (ihulam Nabi 
Ixichak and Mr Athraf Khan (all 
former ministers of the Shvikh's 
cabinet, dropped hy Dr Abdullah) 
also manoeuvered against the 
accord. They started a whispering 
campaign against Dr Abdullah in the 
Valley and influenced Begum Abdul¬ 
lah on this matter. Dunne his (elks in 
New Delhi. Dr Abdullah is under 
stood to have conveyed his mothers 
views to Mr Kajiv Oandhi. 

After the dinner talks on 23 April, 
Dr AbduUuh flew back to Kashmir in 
an aircraft owned bv the Punjab 


Naiiv (^ndhr; j pc^rvonaf fMppiHt with feronu 

gov(*rnment He did not want in Wiih the Cong 
return lo the capital for the second the National C 
round of talks (which led to the June elections, 
failure of ihe efforts on 26 April), politics in Janin 
Instead, he wanted to send his tnree the next six yea 
member team Bui Mr Rajiv Gandhi the necessities’i 
spoke 10 him on ihe telephone and nonv. The Nati 
the CM himself came tn New Delhi. lAiund to lake ,ii 
In the second round, the CongressTl) This electoral i 
refused to accept the 21 seats influence the f 
offered by the National Conference nouncemoiiisas 
and demanded i2. Considering the «iatv like Jarnm 

E resent strength uf the two parties. uAii centre stjn« 
r Abdullah refused to accept this, plications. The p 
(In (he 76-member dissolved House. the Cungressd)« 
the National Conference held 4b advisers certuinl 
seats and the Congres.s-f ten.) very dangerous 
Moreover, rhe absence of Syed Mir politics by faiUni 
Qasim from the talks also created with (he Nudon 
suspicion in the minds of the Kash¬ 
mir leaders. Shubhabraia Bha 


Wii h (he Congress! I) now opi>osmg 
(he Narional Conference in (he 3 
June elections, the future of the 
politics in Jammu and Kashmir for 
the next six years will he guided hy 
the necessities’uf the pieaent elec" 
iionv. The National ConferencO 1*3 
iMiund to lake ,iri aiiii contr^ Atfnce. 
This electoral stance is Kdbnd to 
influence the future political pro¬ 
nouncements as well. For a sensitive 
state like Jammu and Kashmir, an 
aAii centre stance has complex in* 
plications. The politicHl managers of 
iheCungrestd) and their bureaucrat 
adviMirs certainly have ushered In a 
very dangerous phuse in Kashmir 
politics by failing to reach an accord 
with (he National Conference. 

Shubhabraia Bhdiiacharya 


Intelligence chief in party politics 


New Uelhi: An interesting fea(urc in 
(he talks beiwvvn the Congrecuf i and 
(he NadonaJ Cunferemu of Jammu 
and Kashmir was (he paryiipHiion vi 
(WO top central govcmmeiu officials. 
Soon after the announcement regard¬ 
ing elaction dates was made, the 
direcior ol the intelligence bureau. 
Mr T. V, Rajeshwar, flew to Srinagar 
and held a meeiing with the chief 
miniater. Dr Farooq Abdullah. The 
irttelligence chief is understood to 
have inpressed upon the National 
C(»nlvrvnac l«sa<lvr ihe need to bring 
his parly and the Congressll) closer, 
in the inieresi of national uru(.v. 

Mr Kajediwar was nnc (be only 
officer from New Delhi to lake on this 
unprecedented role. Wiihui a few 
da^ of ihis meeiiag ai Srinagar, (he 
pnacipal lecreiary to the Prime 
Minister. l>r F. C. Alexander, met Dr 


Abdullah in (he presence of the Jam* 
mu and Kashmir (^vernor, Mr B. K, 
Nehru, ai Jammu and diseased the 
pussihiliTic'S of a tie-up between ihe 
(wo parlies After these rwo con* 
fabuliiiiuns, Dr Abdullah came tn New 
l>elhi for a long discussion, over a 
dinner hosted by him. with Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, on 2i April. 

Though (he unity .efforts fulled, ibe 
role played by these iwo top central 
governmeni officers in ihe parly poti* 
lies «>f Jammu and Kashmir raised 
many eyebrows. Kven wjihin (he Con¬ 
gress! 1 1 unit in ihe state, leaders are 
surprised at (he way in which the 
Congress!11 high command relied on 
these two officers fur its talks with the 
National Coiifvrencv. 

A Special Correspondent 






. V ^ ^ 

Ai 9 pm the sectiop ied by- 51 
Khushiih Ram contacted a tour- 
member rebel gang. The arrest was 
made without even sparring a bullet. 
As one of them whipped a revolver. 
Ram and constable D. B. Yadav 
pounced on him. The other jawans 
soon encircled the lemainlng ex* 
iremisis. The DSP then arrived on 
the scene and led the arrested to the 
neaiesi CR?K camp ai Manu. No> 
body realised at that time that they 
had really stumbled on a prise catch. 
Koloi revealed his identity only after 
it gjuellitig live-hour Inierrogaeion, 
conducted by I#. C Dey. assistant 
commandant of 63 Rn nf CKPK. 

Koloi's other ariesred itdicagues 
included Kanak Tarak Kuloi <if 
R.iipnra vilhigc. He considered to 
be tho immhtr three in the TNV 
hieurchy. A ..)g li>adecl revolver, a 
IIK grenade, u diary Klvina a 
mine of ntformahon about TNV, 
seven rounds of ussorted ammuni* 
(ion and, lurbuiNly. u teb'pbonu re 
ceivor. were recuvervd from them. In 
Chuiti Kuliii's pcissession were cur- 
tency notes worth Ks 2.1167. 

On II Apnl. u h.indcuffcd and 
kh«ik/'Shirleil ('bunJ Koloi w<is 
brought lo rhe office of the DlGiSH). 
T A. Khuii. On fiirthso interrogation 
Koloi reiKirit'dly admit led lh;ii Bajuy 
Hrangknal. who jumped but! in Au¬ 
gust t9g2 «md who is now living in 
exile with his wde Linda in Miani 
reserve fort-si tii Cbiiiugong Hills 
Tract in Bangladesh, is Mill his lead- 


TRIPURA 


The victory of bulfets 
over words 


Agnrtiiln; The dreaded guerrilla oui- 
fit <»l Tripuia. Tripuia National 
Vi)JiiiiTt'i‘rs (I NV I, lecvivod a deadly 
blow last month when at least live of 
Us top le.idi-rs were nablx-d by tlic- 
4:^-l)ll•d losoive police loice (CRPI-i 
On 1.1 April, ''Major'' Scahi Duvbar 
ma. I ho leaJcj oi INV's aimed wing. 
WHS anesivJ l>s* a CRPK paiisil m 
nortli distiHi. A week eat her. TNV 
(lik-l Chum Kolui and hi'> iliree col¬ 
ic agues we-ce siirpiiiicd when a pla- 
iiion»ti<ing CRP1-* patrol stumbled 
on a reiici hnlooui at a wmided 
village in north disliivt and was able 
to .M tvst ihom. . 

Kolot, ,i 21-year old ducy-dwil and 
the son of A lull landlord of 
Tebamijrah. has been a major thnrn 
in the Hi'sh of TiipuraS M.uxist CM, 
N'rlpen Chakiavariy, lor ihc last five 
vears. VVhi-n Re^oy Hrangklial. the 
godf.iiher of tin* Slate's inha) m 
surgeiicy, came ovviground in An* 
gust IVhU. the mantle of TNV lead¬ 
ership fell nil Koloi. He is said to Ik' 
llie architeci of nvei a hundivrlinci- 
dcdtHi of host lilt les in forest chid 
Oorrh'i'Tiiiuua. which included 


selected kilhnKS. ambushes and 
plunder ut l>arars belonging masriy 
lu tion tnbuU. The CM wanted to buy 
peace bv attempting to woo KoJoi to 
the maiusircam but he iKoliul flam 
Isoyonily spurned all the feelers. 

"Operation Chuni Kohu'* began on 
20 March alter the CM agreed to a 
suggesi ion of i'KPI-' director general. 
S Ibitra Chnudhuiv to permit his 
force to mount an intensive cumbing 
uiutei Its nwn opc'ratiimal plan and 
command f)(i A April, the CRPK 
narn>ivlv missed Kuloi’s gang near 
Manu but sneeceded in recovering a 
lot of ammunition. On S April, the 
Ci^PK wjsnn the trail of the guerrd- 
Ills fleeing after l(x»ting the office of 
a rublier planiaiion. On 7 April, a 
CKff patrol rushed to Karmacherra 
where Koloi's elusive ganc bmted 
three chops. Ai 4.45 pni on ih.*it came 
day. 4 CRP}' DbP. Malagliat $ingh, 
received a tip off (egarding the 
mr•cement of rebels at a ncacbv 
Iniesi. He asked for a platoon and 
then moved surreptitiously inwards 
Machli Ba^ar site. After clome iinie 
the party wa« split into two sectnins. 


Make this day an event that will be remembered 
long after the occasion is over. 
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•r. He described Binands Jamatia. 
42. leader of a south Tripura* based 
re Dei faction, now negotiatinit with 
the CM the sunender of his 250* 
member gang, as a '^traitor.'* 
Although Knloi's capture came as 
a major reverse to the five*year 
old-Tf^V, authorities here believe 
that extremists stifl have plenty of 
arms (about lUO pieces including the 
autiimaiicsi and ammunition Which 
they cun use for re*invigorating the 
organisation. Koloi’s deputy, Kartic 
Ki^oi, A cavaliar voung man and 
school drupouc Jike his mentor, is 
still at large. Kranfikhal, who has 
with him about fifl volunteers (Chum 
koloi pegged the number at 200) in 
Bung'^desh, has been promised help 
bv'armed Mieo rebelt. the majurjts 
of whom are now wandering as fugi¬ 
tives in B.inglmlcih. The strength nf 
the TNV is now estimated at tOO 
members and munv of them are 
expur tv Hi laying ambush. The fed* 
der nf recruits can come from the 
stare's 4.S lakh irihals. most of whom 
reel under pimTiy, unemployment 
and fnistraiion arising out of the 
slow pHcc of the restoration of then 
aljen<iri*d himl. The state’s hilly ter¬ 
rains are aKn ideal for guenilla 
dei ring-do. 'J he Marxist govern 
mentVs vacillating attitude towards 
the rebels has also iielped the in* 
surgency to simmer, *aiurces in vecur 
it) forces hiiv. The CM, who does nnt 
treat the ins urgency as a merv law 
iind order problem, wants to wrap it 
up by wooing the lebels to emerge 
overground jt explains why the state 
police did no I arre&t Kuloi even 
when many a time, it knew his 





holm, idemit' u uaA-W 


Senlanu Ghosh 


RAJASTHAN 


The dacoits are here 
to stay 


Jaipur Longuipiira is a small vil¬ 
lage Ilf Kerauli (Vidlian babhai ci>ii> 
sii.riivncv in Rajasthan. Till recent*^ 
ly, it WHS H tvpicul. fairly normal 
village, humming with activity. To- 
dav, it resembles an eerie ghost 
village. Its four hundred and some 
odd inhabicarts having fled away in 
tenor following an attack by dacohs. 
Almost two months have gone by and 
the villagers have not yet dared tu 
reinnl to their homes. 

Trouble began when early in 
February. Kishon Jacav of the Lon¬ 
ga t pure village was alloted iSbighus 
of land under the Prime Minister's 
20 -point pro^amme. but (he guijars 
of the neighbouring village did nut 
take too kindly to this. They sought 
the help of Bane Singh Guijar. a 
npturious dacoit. and asked Kim to 
get Kishori Jatav to vacate the land. 
When Kishori did not oblige the 
dacoit. Bane Singh, along with his 
gangsterv Kum Prasad. Dsmudai 
Sheo Lai. Shivcharan Punkhu and 


Nirju. attacked Kivhori .hii.iv and lll^ 
family. When the villagers iiitei 
vened to help their Iriends. the 
dacoits fired at them and >et ifK'ir 
huts ablaxe They destroyed all that 
they could lay their hanM un and 
molested the womenfolk. MAie than 
(wo dozen house^vvere complete Is 
gutted, many villagers were injured 
and (WO with serious bullet injuries 
had to be hospitalised. The dacoits 
threatened the villagers of even 
more dire consequences d (hey did 
dot vacate the land given to them. In 
panic, the villagers fled the ver>' 
same night, raking whatever they 
could carry with them. 

The wheels of official machinery' 
then started moving The Congres- 
sill from the area. Janardhan 
Singh GehJot. wrote about the inci* 
dent to (he chief minister, who in 
turn ordered t he di st rict collect or of 
Sewai Madhopur to peisonally go to 
Lonutpura and make arrangements 
for (he villagers' safe return Howev. 


whereabouts. Said union minister of 
state for home, Mr Nihar Kanjan 
Uiskar, “The state government did 
not prevent the escape of the guerril¬ 
las into Bangladesn, as our 
intelligence put the police on dlvri." 

The CM docs not 1^1 leve that he is 
being taken for a ride by the reheh 
and that his softness towards Krang- 
khal eventually encouraged the I at* 
ter to again hit the guerrilla trail. 
“Lverywnere in the world efforts are 
being made to contain insurgency 
through dialogues with the rebels, 
We are trying to change the heart of 
Jamatia and Hrangkhal tn the same 
manner, in>te«id of wasting costly 
bullets.’* the CM said. 


er. (he cnlleciof and the SP did not 
(kur^ U worthwhile to Wsk-Longai 
pora Inl^eCT^Ther^ mi i'" -mme 
policemen. Wheiv the police pui'iN' 

• r 

bemng this, (he juiavs on iheii 
iiwir. decided lo^form ao aumu viui 
mil tee to seek jb^ice. end hnnight 
out u proL*eS9;ioii in KatauJi. (he Mil)- 
diviMonul headquarters wheie thev 
hud been camping. But the only 
response that this got them wa», thnt 
the guiiars threatened retuUaiioii if 
(he ijravs did not stay quiet Mih vov 
er. the gilt jars of the area also de¬ 
cided to put up 9 imnt fight ugdinai 
the iutavs. A meeting of the gu.ijais 
was niesided over by the pmdhuii of 
the kuiili partehu.vjr s.imiri. Hunsa 
Ram (who is an t*x-Cungress4 MLA 
and ncitoiious for parroiiising the 
dacuiis oi the area). Howevei. when 
I hr .sur/ienc/i, livunsingh Cuiiar and 
the upsaiparrih. Ariuii Cuiidr. 
appealed m iheii bid hrun to allow 
the Ntavs to come l>ack to their 
village, (he hoimMif these two were 
set on file, their cattle burnt alive 
and (heir standing ciup.s desirovrd. 
This incident ociuiied iin iUMaich 

On 2S March, Junaidhan Singh 
OehliM raised the mutter in ihe 
Vidhan S.ihhu alleging that the col¬ 
lector ami .SP did noi rake any actum 
as they leaied that if they did,so, 
thev might invoke the anger ofliille 
si.ic Kumrminisier Mr (joviHd'Kioim 
Guiiar lof the gujiar c<»rnnaun?iv). 
JaMarJhari Gehlot eUo openlv 
charged tiuit the in mi rials hiive full 
political proteciuin ,as they are 
often seen moving at mind freelv in 
ilie homes of political leaders. Titus, 
even the ^ police are scared ol ihe 
dacoits! At this, the homn.miiiistei 
gave I he assurai'ce. Oil The floor oi 
(he Huufe that the jatuvs would he 
rc-.svitled in 1/ungaipura and due 
iomperisaiious would be paid to ihe 
'victims at Ihe earliest, floweveoa 
month has gone by and there is no 
sign of anv action been taken. The 
villagers are still living iu teiror, 
miles away from their uwu homc.«. 

When Jaiiardhnn Singh Gehlot had 
been elected tu the Viohnn Sabha in 
1^80. he had pledged in the pjesunce 
of Mrs Gandhi, to ensure that his 
constituency was cleared of ihu 
daiuit menace. As promised, when 
he wan, the antrdacoity drive was 
intcnsilied ami the area rcmainud 
peaceful for quite some time. Howev¬ 
er. peace did not last long. A.s Mr 
Gehlot Tuld SUNDAY, things look a 
turn for ihe worse when in ihe 
reshuffling of portfolios in the Hhjhs- 
then cabtPHi.last October, the home 
portfolio wa& tranifeifed to (niviud 
Singh GuJjaF Sincefben, inss.nd. IK 
new gangs have surfaced m the 
Karauli and Dholpur areas, and not 
surprisingly, all these gangs com¬ 
prise gujjar-»ihe casie of the home 
mimster. 

Milap Chend Dandla 
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KERALA 

Will wrangling 
bring water and rice? 


Trivandrum: Whdc KcuIj is sJi|i 
fiinu infii :i siluiilioii ut unpn** 
<;e<li:iiivd clriiuvhi, ihiviiia iilrc.idy 
hcfii drimuht'.ilfiH (vd. tho 

p.iinitMs III rlu* t'nicrd Lk'inocriitu 
hrofii miiiiNuy an^ >vr«ii>Kli»U 

ovi’i vvh«i will Um( 1 (he dioiipht relief 
w<irk .iiid whijr wi]| ho the /n«K/irs 
o/K'rariWj The diinuiKc bus hceii ^ifh 
vuitiv pill «*l Ks 4(MI (riiros. Hhieh 
worH out to .1 ipiiirier of the siacv's 
ciirreni pl^in oitiluy. 

hi » typical situ.Ktoii which 
shuwuil iKUT lack ul ciMijih/iatioii, iii 
I he ^iieenimeiit’s liiiiciKuiin^. (he 
miajstei ol irncudon, \fr M I* (>.iii 
^•idhrfi.irUOineiess liaiiillhc minis 
ler of levenue, Mr P. ,| J(*se|ih 
(KeiaJa Congress Joseph Kituipi, r«il 
led fur sepuiate meeitiiKv mi ihe 
Aiinie chiy hi (hsciiss the dioii»;hr 
<itiMll<vil in (rni.ikiilum, lJukki 'iiul 
AUeppev The colleciiirs oj ihvs4* 
districts vveie in a dilcnima Iuk thev 
finally decided hut lend the levemie, 


miiusler s ciMilerciiie Miice they arc 
direct IV under hi> coni nil. uod sriil 
then dt*pulu*s In ihe ethei cmifei 
eiice A tier ill is iiuidecil, (he K^'verii' 
Mieni ie.dis4*d ihai ihi> son ol widii); 
Jiu)* ivoidit hnnii m itlier watei lun 
timiiKes and alter a huics of meet 
hi^s. viiti listed c'ach iniiiiMer nith a 
divtncl Ihe state Assemidv in a 
unanimous levilulion had asked ihe 
centre lo extend an assisiame of lis 
ilhtcioic’.s <Tiiel nunislet K Katuria 
karan iiishiHl to die capiial vsuh the 
iH’KkinK b«>w| and managed to i«el Rs 
4.^ iiores saiKtioiicd 

The dioiiKhi has es|>o^*d (he state 
pAviniiienrs pound waiei ih’paii 
inent nhich has. done hitle lo 

lap pound Mjter. Ihe pnernmeui 
had s|H'Mt a liHlune «hi the reM'aich 
work Irv the de|Mitmeiit hut mi I.n all 
Its etioris have Kmic iIomii ihe dram 
I here are live prvercimeiil ap’iuies 
in ihe Mate MrorkinHoti pound uatei 
reM»urces as well as a Swedish aueli 


cy which hud even taken satellite 
photos of the pmind watei resoinces 
III the iiorihein a teas at PalKhat, 
Poiiani But despite all this the state 
pnemmejil has been able to ideii- 
tilv oidv 120 sites to drill (vd»e<wcdls 
while III Its rnemmanduin to the 
eeniie it stales ilial lOOll tulie*wells 
will have lo hv drilled, to a veil a 
siaicitv of drinking water. The stare 
does not have enough ii>'s to be aide 
to dull the tube*wells. The piuiiid 
w.itei tlepaiiiiient has li\e ii^s but 
one ot them is i^ielleciue and to riip 
It alt (he I It's .lie in IVti .inch urn (Vu 
diilliiiu units m liichiii and Koi- 
raxaiii .iie Jyiiiu iioiil iliseil Im lack ot 
.Ml eiij:iiieei lo opeiale lllrin The 
p»veiunu’iit h.is iMiiv nou bt'i;uii (o 
invile leiidt'i s tui i lus 

Hie supple ot drinkui^ ivaier lo 
iiiosi ot ihe afiecled aivas h.is he 
come wiH'lulIv ni.tikt|ioife M.iiiy 
pails ol I he si.ue do uni even have 
xx.ilei tankeis toc.iiiN ilniikmu wa 
lei (o the afiecled ai<Ms. In some 
aieas in ihe c.ipilal. w.iiei lUiikei 
di ixc^is au' imi ji «idv (o pic since (he 
piihlic Is m <ui ayil.Ued mond .iiid 
(heie hace lH*eu lusiaocesnf (liivi*rs 
Ih'iiik in.iohaiiiheO wlieii ihe liuiks 
did iiol ai I ice III I line Moie<iver. I he 
water larikei owheis have enrti' 
idanied ihai Ihe siaie piveinnieni 
lias not seuleil ilie hills pirimnilv. 

Wlial IS ;K’ihaps the iiiosi hipileil 
iiitl Is (liar Ihe iwn m.oii lien prnduc 
lion iniltles, r.duhal .iml AlWppvV. 
.lie also l.icma an acoie scaleiiy of 
vcaU'i Aioiind luT.lXK) hectaie.s <»{ 
apK iilliii.il land iii Ihil^h.ii lus |}c*i'n 
I vine, paichecl. tlieiehy alt eel iuk 
MMMMI tarn dies In Kull.oi.uJ icin the 
situaliiMi has detenoiiiied (hnui&h il 
Is not .IS despeiate as r>ilKhJ( 

’Iheit aie leixnls lUat in (^uilon 
distiict. private operuiors nl leeps 
me siipidvoiK driiikiriK water at a 
rale id Ks 2 it per jeep fo.id o| waiei 
This IS prutiablv die lirst tiinu ihat 
ivalei is beinti sold in a slate criss¬ 
crossed hv rivers. cuiuK and buck- 
walers. The chief numsier has asked 
all district r<dfcs'iorv to bypass nni- 
mal buicMucruTic prncedure'c and 
sancioin money for relief wuik. 
Apari from ibe; lack of water supply^ 
the stale is ulv) facing a sheriage of 
nee HiiJ many ration shops have 
ab'cady displayed 'No-block* boards. 
The civil supplies cor|Kirutum plans 
(o purchase lice frnin Punjab and 
Andhra iVadcsh and distiibute n 
ihroiiKh their outlets and the centre 
has bc*eii asked to give h supply of 
l.lS.OOd tons of rice to help out the 
state. 

The drought relief work will be an 
acfd test for the UDF government. 
whr»se image has already been tar¬ 
nished by Its inira-coalition lussles 
and financial bunclings. The opposi¬ 
tion is. meanwhile, waiting in the 
wings and welching to lind uur 
whether or not the government will 
be able to tide over this cri.sis too. 

A. Asad 


Sunny's editorial days 


Cfilculla: Sniui (l.ivaNkai «<ikv had a 
(ahiilia h.Usman. llopal H"m> .is 
npcmiiK p.MiiO’i ill an urnifln nil’Ivsl 
.igainsi St I I.. I Ilka (he pariiicr\|up 
iictC'i wi*ul hcvoiid lhai No«v ilu'S 
hate* conic rniicihcr aiaon to shoulder 
tesniisihiliiv lit a dilliivni v«ri Sunil 
(lavask.il IS < iliinr and tlnpal Bose is 
conirihioing cdiiiir n( a new irKki t 
nmnlhly (n</iJii (V/ckcter tiroiiithl out 
bv Aafk.i.d publiceCmns tl ificuti.diiv 
nl ihs* iiiduitural issue, piicvd .il a 
wIlDppiiiK Ks ei)*hl IS .ms indnaimn. 
rhis cdimriel n.iriiicrship. ii s<H’ms. 
will perhaps Jo «hiIv slighilv hciu i 
ihan the vSilivr one 
1 he luaui nifvi mgs ol the liisi issue 
.lie iv\n binKiaphicdl inteivicws wilh 
Imran Khan and (i.K.Vrshwan.iih hv 
ihe cJnur himself The intci view ssrih 
Vishwanaih swms like an el hut hv 
die editor rn do his brolher in-law 
I who was unevremunloudly dump«;d 
idler n record X7 Tests' uiimii-rrupivd 
um> .1 KiKul nil II Tor. streams ihc* 
ml rodui lion:" When he i Visliwanath i 
has tailed. India has failed in du well 
When he h«is Joiic well ihe Indian 
(cam has done well and often h^n 
vicicirHnis...Vi>h will he back Whal'v 
as sure as lighi follows darkness" 
Ansi Ihe pi of be on Vishvooiuih hv 
Ot>p:d Bose has tfeins like 'Many a 
mar would go miles lo w’aich Vishv 
hill, (he liillc man could do (he same 
for his facnuriK*—Jhnrnie i.v«*i Wal 
k(*r. HKick LilH'].**aml "Thanks lo ihe 
IniJniii scicetnis. Vishv musi be the 
onlv man with oevr hOOd runs m Test 
crickcl. wluisc head mux have (H*en 


on Hn* guilloiiuc ibop (\n i, iIh mas 
inium nimilH'i ni iiin<-s. onlv in Iw- 
s.ived <11 tin* Iasi mnniciii 

As cilihii. (lav.iskai wdl hax u» 
lose iliic'c langioiii.illc dillcii*iii 
ii/lcs <>diio(. « rnki i( I and « sti nnie 
ol Nil Ion . Koinh.is In ilic niaiiKni.d 
issue, .ipai 1 liooi rtu- rwo rnivnieiss, 
he h.is Hdllen an ediloii<il ftn' (ns; 
(si/f Mine hn|>is iti.ii iht'ii will noi Ih' 
a pieinaliiie eiiimnal. *oiid nl ihe 
ovei 'i. fie has niytanistd ailitles li\ 
Ian Knlhain, Mian l.imli. rejwnis on 
ill*' Wist Indus seiics h\ Knhan 
Kaiihai .md a waini giwlini: hom Sii 
fton.dd Kr.idm.m IrHidentallv. Oh* 
lijsi fssue .iJsn has a I wo page hlacli 
and while .idvcrrisement uf Nirl<«n 
Kuiisis will no douhl grumble al (his 
imelliicaJ bridging of two diMercnit 
piolessnins 

1 hcie IS no L<»nsisiuncy m stvie. bui. 
on (lie contrary, i lie re is a genetoiis 
tUisc- ol spelling mistakes cMikcnpe. 
Bc'iiuaJi and headings bke 'Karnata¬ 
ka in|i)iles ihv tail order ' 

(be s|>*>risman*as-writer svndriimc- 
which has been gaming rcspectahiT 
icv. mainJvdue tn themushr*Miming*if 
sports mjgJames, is ceitamly giving a 
new* dimciision m sports journalism. 
If all the pi avers who sudden Iv realise 
ihai ihev are going downhill, turn iir 
wruing, ihe irihe of sports (ournabsls 
mav have (o think ol diversifying 
1 hVI r in tvrc'sis and put ung t heir cru jc- 
a I acumen lo better use. 


Binoo K. John 
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PADAYATRA 


Thelong march continues 


Bombay: Fvr rhe second cimc in a 
mundi a national nets approached 
the fetid byUne^ of Dharavi on foot, 
amid the u^iial fanfare. But the 
muur and euphoria that had earlier 
pervaded Kajiv r*andhi\ part- 
f>a(/.iyjrnr through these lanus tvns 
missinft this time. Many sJum- 
dwellers were not familiar tviili the* 
rail, bearded man at the nucleus uf 
the procession Yet this wjs a 
Pddavatra with a difference. The 
lack of chaotic mobs was its very 
odvaniJKe For Chandra Shekhar, 
unlike Rajiv Gandhi, had ihv time 
and patience to stop and receive 
evetv itariand held out for him and 
allow ail the women waitiuRto apply 
kumkiitn on Ills forehead, to Jo ihen 
hit. 

Kidicuiod by sceptics and doubted 
by fellow Janatu Kariv officials, late 
last month, Chantlra Shekhar strode 
into Hoinbay wall more than 2.000 
km loKRvd uii his 4,000 km-p«rduyarra 
from Kwnyakuman to Raignat. Start* 
inR uff with a meek pi'bla response 
In the suburban slums and highways 
ol Bomliiiy, he marched into tlic 
crowded, narrow streets of central 
Bombay to a ci^escendo of loud and 


rousing cheers from ihouwind«. 

Hut those who knew litilo altuiii his 
BhanityStrs. it was ;in uiitoipress!ve 
l>roce.vsion in a ciiv accusioincHl to 
pigantic monhas But for the news 
l>aper*reAdinR lakhs of Bombay. 
Chandra Shekhar whs HIm* man of 
I he hour'* Tlic ineviiable oimp.ni 
Mins With Raiiv (landhi*s ;Mif.it,ir«a 
only heightened the pitch of the 
media blitzkrieg generuced hv Chan¬ 
dra Shekhar's arrival in this mi-iro 
pulift, 

Chandra Shekhar, coiitiiiuiiig on a 
sceniiiigly inexhaustible reset ve of 
energy, appeared (o hv satisfied with 
I he response to the /Mdayatra and is 
working everyday to ervstallsc tlu.* 
acuoii programme which nlll^t 
emerge tiom the As yei 

there IS only talk a bum the nc'etl to 
rmibiliw the people .ind chariiitdisv 
pent up energies m the right dirvc 
tion. "InieJIecitials’ meetmes'* at 
most major rest stops along tliv 
ruuie, bke the one in Bombay, oii- 
micnded to gauge the posiiion of 
segments of ihe intelligentsia and 
osiensihly collect ideas for the action 
piogramme. But in essence such 
meetings are attempts to rally sup 


port by the party. 

At the Bumbiiy m^ecing chaired by 
a local official of the PeopltTs tfnfbh 
for Civil Liberties (PUCU. Uwyer 
ASllok Desai, »nd.. a|tet#d 
varied col lectin n of atad«miai,^My 
witrkers and youth loaders spoke 
made recommendations ranging 
fr<im a cull fnr more sefnitiars, tc 
discussions of old problems, to a call 
lor inoic mass consciousness raising 
programmes As in thoui^ands of 
other places. Chandra Shekhar 
reiterated his disinterest in political 
IHiwer alone, and nitempren (o cUs* 
MK'iaie his padayjirs from his role as 
pievideni nf the Janata Party. But 
for believers and non-beljtver.i 
.dike, the ragged man who pro* 
noun ted (har a chniigv of govern¬ 
ment alone would not eliminate our 
ills, appeared moie than once as the 
leader of the next government - 

Kventually, the padayeire and the 
Janet j Party are inseparable and (he 
Mate of the party after 2S June, 
w’hen (he vatraends ;U Rajghet. to an 
o|Hni queMinn. There is xpecuiation 
I hut (he rising public prominence of 
Chandra Shekhar will lead to a split 
if the party in the .Subiumamam 
Sw.imv ta( lion is seriously disgrun* 
tied. Ml Morar.il Dvsai has 

•ippe.iled to party members to hury 
(heir differences and support the 
fi.i</a.varra icgarriless of iheit 
sei'vations about it. 


R^jni flekshi 


Ml. 


Somersaults 


Limea’s isotonic salts 
to quench a summer thirst 


Limca. A aingi, tan^i mixture of 
Jamaican lime and Scilian lefT>on 
flavours. A 2ero bactena drink. 
Isotonic aalu to quench your 
thirat. Viiamin C loo. 




yLverypersonaC possession 


^aur own drome (eader waffet 
wid^our name on it. 



PERSONAL 

PREFERENCE 

‘lust for you 




¥■- 


fTh* 0ftr U uftm tm Ahr rr^difi af AiMrtf Wafii 


oekatre «aUei » ofTered lo all 
BAokm of nSfiONAL PREFERENCE 
p« fUgritr tile Yours for only 
Rs. 25/- u4iidt ii bijF tbe mark«i price — 
PLiJS fronf cut-ools of l^nonal Preference 
packeu> 2' of 20s (Filter Kinfs) /4 of 10s 
(Filter Kin^) / 4 of lOs (Rcsuters) / 

Combination o( both. 
V atiiv Offtt uff ttotkt htt.l 


MAII. C OUPON FOR WALLET 

(aMr^««: 

Fhe » m br m«k by b*<A dnii. pAUl onfet of mutvy onkr i«» pif irl die«m 01 bvouf uf Sfr.'tM 

MirktfiMig Pvt l.uJ 1 lk>e #tu aoiy fc* icnwcwd foe vi>wndi. y*»» rdtiivB jitd «hp tnenU^ iTIk vlKNdd ftich 
jou •MhMi 4 lo A wotk* under fc^irteifd p»%i I 

RcCCtvcf'v (Uini^* 111 lull lULCK'K f APjCAl.K) - --- — 

Mailing AJdrcM>. ___ 

Send rhn c^nifun dlung »<h UK m|wr«d iii»aiter of tniM cwl'Wiiit «Ad Ibe tank dfift /pcMl otOftrtnonFj ofUet 
recBBl iiK' - 

:%ran» nvfcrihtg F>t. 

Kunk 

M Sinta C*uta 7 QOO?t 

N.B> Th^k you for the overwhelming response to our ashcrey and keychain oflers 
which are now closed. 
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-14 LI r m* vVAHVINO CIGAKe m ^AlOAiNC IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 






THE WORLD 


The hospitals in Paris; 
Architectural fewels 


medicated soap 
protects ,m'e 
s 

minor skin 
infections/’ 


P ! I : 


Ini 

* 

I 




V T 


r . 




The i*itvr Huy.it hosiutjl. vlvu^nt in %tyiv 


Ab*tu( )it h<»v]jiials in 
J'iiriv wiiivU MV ^(tnvid«red 
ai'chitcfciiiiiil jvw«U hul 
have NuffervJ 

ilm<! are beinf: r«novii(«d at 
a iHtNt Ilf jhoiji ,i^ million 
iVtiniN vth)ch >sill be (hurfd 
hv ilic ‘•trfU’ ami CUV frf 
One hoxpitdl Solpvl' 
Mete. Nvax huilt ilurinK ihe 
iL‘7j(i> i>l Loiox \l\' on ihe 
xicv ol 4 x.ilci^eiiv tturks h 
uMv xixed 4v an dimshouxv. a 


lodsins house, un uJd pe(»' 
pie's end orphans*home and 
iherv now remaint a mas 
niftcent chapel destsned by 
(hv sreac liberal archil nr 
Aruani. The Port RnvaJ 
muiernitv home was uric** 
ndllv an ahbvv. rhv cradJeof 
I he diK'irinvs (d Janwnism 
This hnspual has a chapel 
and a nuns cloister which 
«irc all verv well Imiked 
at (or. 


Chinese hate baby 
girls 


VVouid'bc husbands rn 
C hina rnishis in the* next 

dt'coJc. lace sui'tous prob¬ 
lems IIS the population of 
sills Is (lucieusins at an 
aUiiTniiiK rute due (o (he 
kihins of iKihv mrls and 

ahoitioii ot U*m«le foetuses 
acsoidiiiM to Vamhenp 
hicniiitf Neus, Hhviv aiv 
live l>o>s In vvLTv Siil under 
(iic use III (ae in (lan.Mo 


liiMtiLi 'AecuiKe ts**; call lot 
one child only per famils 
(hirs« wh«r prefer bv>s u* 
Uiris are havms the sex uf 
the child ^tested in advance 
and if it's u stfl • huvins 
abortion.'* ihe reprwt said 
Meanwhile a Souih China 
actiM* H'ho drowned his 
toiirrh hairs daiishier he 
cuiisf hi* wanted a son.has 
Tii*vn imprrvmed> 



i 



the medicated 


skin-care soap 


“NEKO soap 
keeps my hair 
free from 
dandruff.” 


"I don’t have 
to worry about 
body odour. 

I bathe with 
NEKO.” 

.y 

“I love NEKO. 
It really 
cleanses and 
refreshes.” 







PARKE DAVIS 





POek'RiM UwT»*ParW<Oe*uilnaia)I.W., aentey amcit 
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(WE suMiwr mwETT SEenoN 


l^rasAsr still 
Xy belirves that th« 
^r€atesc mistake he made 
m his career whs when he 
called one of the female 
gossip CGlumnists from 
one of the glossies that 
thrive on gossip and 
talked to her. Among the 
many things he talked ab* 
out was the way the indus¬ 
try was treating him and 
the roles he was getting 
and how he was not very 
happy ibout working in 
what are called the B and 
C grade films. Then they 
talked about a subject 
which is more than )usc 
taboo in Indian society- 
sex end homosexuality. "I 
don't know what I tolo her 
but what she went and 
wrote certainly gave me 
nightmares People looked 
at me as If I was some 
strange specimen from th« 
200 .1 received all kinds of 
angry letters and some of 
them also threatened me. 
And the worst thing hap* 
pened was that the roles 
just stopped cuming. That 
interview was a curse. I am 
not going to talk the way 
they went me to. 1 have 
decided not to get pro* 
voked come what may.** 
says a disillusioned 
Deepak. No more mistakes 
for him. He has made 
enough of them. 

Deepak. perrurhed 




Ranjeeia: ales/ 


W ho says Renyeera is a 
gunner? She is still 
very much around and she 
still has some very good 
roles which she says will 
prove that she is not a 
spent force There was a 
time when filmmakers re* 
fused tM take her seriously 
because they said she was 
a very difficult actress 
who specialised in crear* 
ing problems for her pro* 
ducers. Then as if that was 
nui enough, some in¬ 
terested parties circulated 
a rumour that Bobby (her 
pet namel was all set to 
marry Akbar Khan, her 
'^boy friend” of more than 
six years' standing^nd 
give up her career as an 
actress. “I don't know how 
people can be so mean. 
Why are they so keen on 
throwing me out. I am not 
trying to create difficul¬ 
ties for others. Then why 
should they try to harm or 
hurt me anyway. I am hap 
py with whatever irhap- 
pening to me. 1 have still 
got the kind of work that 
satisfies me and I don't 
have any great ambition. ! 
just want to be known as a 
good actress before 1 de¬ 
cide to give up.** says Ran* 
jeeta. 


G ues> what ,/avapradd's 
favourite nnbby is: ap- 
|1 piyiiignud polish. At home 
orwhileon the sets, the 
star Spends her free time 
manicuring her nails. She 
will apply one coat of pul* 
ish. examine it and if 
found wanting will remove 
it and apply .*iiiorher 
shade, rinaliy after she 
completes her ritual, she 
will spread out her fingers 
and chuckle with pleasure 
a nd se t isfaev ion, 

S angeerha wishes to set 
ri^t the popular im- 

t ression that sne gives a 
»t of dance performances 
because she doesn't have 
many films in hand. She 
says indignantly that she 
loves to dance and per* 
forms only >n her iMre 
time. Critics as well as all 
others feel that her film 
career being what it is. it 
gives her a lot of spare 
time Isn't it the same 
thing ultimately. 


A s president ot the 
T elugu art istes asso* 
cidtjon, Krishrtam Raja 
takes himself very serious¬ 
ly. if any case of mal¬ 
treatment of an artiste is 
brought to his notice, he 
views it sternly. He says 
this is his duty and he wili 
continue to protect the in* 
terestsof the artistes long 
after he ceases to be the 
president of the associa¬ 
tion. 

S ridevi is slowly becom¬ 
ing a known figure 
among the Hindi cine- 

B oers. She already has six 
lindi films to her credit. 
But one striking peculiar* 
iiy is that she has not step¬ 
ped foot into Bombay for 
sheoting. So far all her 
Hindi films have been 
made in Madras. It is 
something like the moun¬ 
tain coming to 
Mohammad. 

•A nine's tantrums and 
irresponsible be¬ 
haviour is now a thing of 
the past. She is now the 
epitome of cooperation 
she is very careful about 
her dates, tries to be a$ 
accomodative as possible. 
She is so cooperative these 
days (hat she will willingly 
obli|e to appear even in 
semi-nude sceoti. 


T here are innumerable 
Rajmkanrhsinthe 
Karnataka and Bangalore 
transport service. If one 
were to travel by bus in 
Karnataka, one would be 
astounded by the bus driv¬ 
ers and conductors. If they 
ere young, they are sure to 
be imitators of Rajni- 
kanth, who once was a bus 
conductor working for 
Bangalore transport set* 
vice before fate cata- 
ulted him to stardom, 
ost of these drivers and 
conductors sport his hair¬ 
style. copy his speech, ges* 
lures and mannerisms 
faiiKfully. 


Ef 



Rajnikanth: career* 
conscious 


A mbika has made a 
reentry into Telugu 
films with G. Kaminedu's 
Re/Jtumarin which she 
costars with Shobhan 
Btfbu and JeyesuJhe. Af¬ 
ter acting in aeven Telugu 
films Ambika was missing 
from the Telugu lilraworld 
for one whole year. S^s 
an ecstatic Ambika, "the 

film is lake a lebirtb for 

me.” She is thrilled about 
the fact that she wUl be 
co-staring with Shobhan 
for the first time. It is 
really astonishing but why 
do most young actresses 
seem to gat a Dig thrill out 
of working with Shobhan 
Babu? 
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Watch. 


A new trend In time 
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Beginning 8 May 


By AMRITLAL 




(15 A^l--14 M«vl 
Tji^^?n!PThr8 week yOo^ plan# 
/ should be fonnuiaied care* 

hiiiy Whether in busirtess 
in civil service CO not 
lake any hasly deasion and avoid aoy 
Aind of Quarrel. This week does not kwk 
very favourable Those employed might 
lace problems from their superiors 
Friends rrughi deceive you. so be on your 
guard FmarKiaJly this week doos r^ 
look bright 

Goed dales: 10. 12 end 14 
Luefty eumbars. 3. 0 and 9 
Favauiabla direcllen’ Soum 

[7/■■ I M0RU5 (16 May—14 Jane) 
I^^^^^^The early part of the week 
Will bring in hnanciel gams 
I J /^ /j%lhfOLigh various rneans 11 
iirr>e for apeeulaiors ar>d 
earn biers lo look forward for ihoee 
ompioyedra promotion is lik^y A good 
week for crealive wniers Businessnwn 
may embark on new ventures Not u 
favourable week lor romence Mamaovs 
are best pul off for a falcr dale Keep ar' 
eve on the health ol an olderiy member. 
Oaod dalar 0. i0 and ii 
Lucky Aumbers: 2, 4 artd a 
favourabft dlfKiicn: Nonh<eesr 

S GfMINf (IS Jane-14 Ju(y» 
Provided you rely on your 
intuilions this week you wil 
Idreweii 9usmessrr>an are 
advised to push the" ven¬ 
tures and proiects tn iho utmost ProfT> 0 ' 
lion IS probable tor those m governmeni 
service. A share of good loriune is m 
Sloro for you this week Women are khely 
10 receive presents of tewonery There is 
a chance of inheriting properly from a 
close relative 
Coo0 diles' 9. 12 ar>d 14 
Lucky numbers: 1. 3 end 6 
Fivoursble direcilon: West 

rnTZfCSf^CMfCCR (15 Jely—14 Au 
nQusii This wki be a very 
'’40py week provided you 
L^s^^^^^check your extravagant 
[ tendencies Before maxir^g 

any changes m your career do consul! 
your eideis or those above you An 
unexpected )OU(ney at the ond ol the 
week will lead to fmanbai losses This 
week IS particularly favourable for soerts- 
men they will reach a rvew peax A now 
friertdship IS in store for you 

Good dales. 8. ft and 13. 

Lucky numbars: 3. 5 and 7. 
favourable tUrvettoar North 


L(0 (19 tegMWld leptub' 
••f) A favourable week for 
*^(70 /^creative artists The time 
pyffi '^has come to ikspiay your 
talents Success hes your 
way r irunciaily this week does rot seem 
to be very ki^y Busevssmen should 
avoid ruhing r>ew investments Oo not 
•ndukht m any kmd oT specuiauve ven- 
lure Ai heme you wd heve to exercise 
Mci and pifionce with the eiders An 
ideal ime for romance 
Good dales i2 O aev) 14 
Lucky RtMhbers: i 2 sod 4 
favourable direeSen; South-west 


S VIftCO (15 Seplamber.ll 
Odeberf This week busi¬ 
ness and pfeasure should 
hOl be mmgled together 
Keep your employers and 
serxprs m good humour. This penod is 
not 0 good one lor preiess*onai$ avo*d 
quartetimg wilh your ooHeagues Deal 
PAiieniiy and sympethet^akv wen the 
wumonioai M home Those above 40 ere 
Advised lo keep a vigdent eye on iheir 
henith 

Good dotot 6 9 nnd 13 
Lucky tiumbera 5. 6 and ? 
favovrjeie directron; Easr 

B lum us ociobtf—14 
Nava^ar) if you do noi 
lake proper cere of your 
fiepiih live week you are m 
for e lofef physicat brsek- 
down This phase is pamcuiany favour¬ 
able lot mieBeciuais and creative ahiete 
Disputes relaied lo property end rnsur* 
ancd wUi be sofvod ihrs week Those m 
love, this IS a very favourable week kx 
YOU A loumev ei the end of the week wdi 
prove very he'pfuf 
Coed dsns* 5. 9 and 10 
Lucky nuinSers’ $. 0 and 9 
favoerabli dIrecHoe. NcKth wesl 

a SCOflPk) 115 NovOAMr—14 
Oacember) Vour boundless 
energy ambiton wdl 
'enp ample reward this 
week Those m cwil ser< 
vce. a promohen is kkoiy and with <1 a 
change of residence Creative wnters will 
be crowred with success Make the rnost 
Of vour ouoorlunities since ihrs is e kidcy 
we^ k"' you Domestic hfe lemew y 
oeacelur Fo* those yet to laa m tom. 

romance enters jnMt Me Uts week 

Good doles' 10. 11 and 13 
Lucky Mirnbars, 4 s end 8. 
favourable dirsciten* East 


S wmMW5 (t9 Otcem- 
bar^H Jaaeary) Arvtoel- 
lent week for lov^ «nd 
r>egotieiii>Aa 'AU your Inv 
pending propfema will.be 
solved ProfvaMoneis^eiii^d 

cenfideniiy Wiin al( ybur.,p(|SlK^ 
Businetsmeh wltl; M pmapifout'' tes 
vreek. Qam la IndicjUad*dtr^ugh'tfftrtf 
livemebns The QDmo9iio. lfen1'remeMs 
peacetui. exce^ for one dWk iod^:r:^r 
health * ‘ ' 

Good daiaa: 6. 10 and 
Lecky mimbart: 2. $ and f. 

Pavoirabla dlrectles* $outh>aasL 

p^<3 CAMUCOM (154aiiMiy-14 

fabraaryj Exercise tact end 
e couiion m all your deelk^s 

IX^A.91 hit week. ProfeaaipqAis 
k^ScLl^ should avoid nesiy deci¬ 
sions end Quarrels, which migm' hive 
adverse affects this penpdis particular, 
ly lavouraCko foi those connected with 
fine arts An elderly member might fall ill 
at home and you wifi have lo be up on 
your loea the whole week Avoid doub^i 
ipve adveniutes- ^jr 

Good dater 5 i2 nnd t4. 
lucky mmikiri i 5 and 
faveerabla diracilon 

AOU ARIttijBlMebf«atf--t 4 
Msr^^flMa week byijftns 
vade -one b>g snag, ydur 
J ^iqaMh takeproctfr'.we 
*-'^’“^'^oirietw<$e Ihrngs will'id 
beyond your coniroi Fknancieby' ihia ly a 
very favourable Week. There are f«r 
Chancos of mhoriimQ properly through a 
beneiacfor Bucknessmen will remeir 
busy ihe whole week making new inveal- 
ihents A word ol iidvise do ooi neglect 
your n<^r ones who will be a eokice^ 

Gaed dtits lO n end w. 

Ivcky numbers: 3 5 and 8. 
faeourablB dirtelloa: South, v 

PISCI5115 Marcb—14 AprN | 
S^ VyAri unexpecieo bui 
oieasont surprxae is pro* 
seged si ihe end of the 
‘ —^^week This phase wilf b© 

fuH pi activity eusmessmen should enter 
into new contracts, acquire new SiQciis 
and try to push up salob during this weak 
fnveelmerU ma^jn the pasi wdl M^e 
very helptm rMe week -Chiidriyi^el RWif 
M fl be a souSi.D^ (by Ooart^i^nd 
marneged any we# sign.fiecf . 

Good Sales; S. and 14. 

Lucky twiRbert; 5. 8 end 9. ., 

fivevrebie dirsdien' Norm wesi 


for Ifioss bore on fddeyi. Vou ere aenemiry very Qu>ei sod 
spoken end persevering by neture Tour dikuence >s Joprecrrtled 
by eir end sundry You are usually very rekgiou5-m«nded and >ove 


to spend vour lersure wuh semts snd prophcis Women bom on 
FridavS ere mosiiy Shy and reticent and also tend lo fuel very 
maecure They have very few friends and acauainiaricea. 






















Still provldlns Il 3 ht after 7000 continuous hours. 
Averase life of a tubeSOOO hrs. 


(t's the reason why ^nttr^ 
cWie's and insrit Jlions are 
switching ovt»r to Elt?ktron. 

For example, Bombay's new 
inten^ational aiiport has 
chosen EWktron fluorescent 
lighting. Over 10.000 tubes 
provide 24 hour 'da^ight' at 
Sahar; this means more 
light at less cost, a 
performance that nufs other 


lighting companies in the 
shade 

Equally hardworking are 
Elektron's 250 volts GLS 
lamps. 

Other energy-saUng 
innos^tions are being added, 
among them sodium vapour, 
mercuiv vapour and halogen 
lamps 

Elektron. It uA\\ be worH^ 
wdichitiq cloMOy in the luturt* 


elelctrdn 


LIvewtres In lishclns. 

Lamps, rhHirvsc«Fii Tuhr«. KimnQS. 
Hal n g ^ L*mp»« Vrtp*H*r 

Sodhim Vapour l,amp<» 

>Usip«A4 Lamp CompoAeof» 
rrWMeLynlttd 

P B. Nu. I4S7. MmItmimMIOIS 
Mvmbvr of 

Iht* Kal|Mt*M of |(idiisUH*s 
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hANCALOKF: The iji>v«rnmi’iir*v 
4 itbC^*thilnv io ih^ jiuHJic M‘vms \» 
haw Mwrcnccl a Mrrie too i«ir Onwiii 
rnont nre io monit^vv 

these ddv^. A passer hv lockeit t(|i h 
pcr^onul* fi{r nf imiv li K.i'.ov.ii.t|. 
cho»vkj(/iir ot the Centnl Silk K*Mrit. 
which he «ays he s<kw ,i unnikvc t.iiis 
from rUc »i!(c IumkI Imililinc .mil u.mU 
throw away un the roari. The pas'.uhv 
brou|(ht the file to the ottiie 

from where a ^ilk IxjjkI oitH'hil I'oh 
Jested It—/rit/tiJO Ks/ei’ss thhosk.ii 
.(aoa, C.iJeiiita) 

AJMKK. More hlooiJ in suskid hs 
bedliu^N in hospiinlN than in av.nLiNs 
to bjoud hank> in KajaNthati. .1 sioriNU 
ciaii ha« condudeti alu 1 a m;.lii h>ii. 
vixti at a nieihcat 1 mIU o te>spi(.il fit. 
.statistKian s.mJ th.ir he >.i\\ J‘ b<i/ 
crawling tip a pjlieiit\ Im d, t.uli 
.sect consuming! an e amiah’il h it' 00 •»! 
blood. The ^(K).bed lio>|nial luot liSfi 
patients and an s*qoal onmbec •>! Nt ill 
members. The statisiiviaii s.ihul.iiid 
that hu^s sucked JJIH) nd «•( tiNV 
hottJes of blood a dav. makiuft 11 !>%*' 
lioltU’N per yuiir, Ihv overage mmiIs 
avaiJahiJity of blo'>d lo the bliMid iMtik 
of the hospital was 2 .UU 0 Unties lie 
further estimated that over n.iHHj 
bottler of blood was lost to buit» tveiv 
year at the 190 Ntate-run hosiniaK - 
Trihune (D. V. Joshi. Chaiuli^aili» 

KANPUR: A 911 year old h^ji of (diala 
pur tehsU has entered into wedliKk for 
the eleventh time. Thi» lime his bndv 
IS 40 yeer nid He^um Nisha t»l 
Fatehpur district. The fiaji. Abdul Sal¬ 
ter Khan, is the father of iwo v»ns I rum 
his first wife and hu:> a Rie.ii many 
grand and great grand sons and daugh 
ters. His earlier wives haw eirhei died 
or are divorced—/nd/a/t .Varnoj K>ni 
Prakash Dangaich, Bhagalpuri 

ETAWAH; Specie I roams have Iko 11 
allotted for examinees apiieaiinu .11 
the U.P. Board examinaiioriN at the 
Nahru Intermediate Co I lege centre in 
Auraiya for reasons best known to 


invigilanas. Fven the pu)kr p(*rMmnW 
on duty «<« said (0 be helping the 
i'.vamiiiees. (he peons at the garc ia#xy 

I * .uiNWvrx |o ihr- ricamniet's and t\v‘y 
.nv pJid Irrmi K< III 'o Kn 2 ' ior ihcir 
Nc I \ i«v. Ki iidi tii N III I he pr ix 1 U*eed 
riKirns are H‘<|UMrd to pas a Num «h Rn 
'^Hi- lUoiui't 'Vijnv.< Naml. I.ikLiioh i 

NKH DFI.HI riirie weie fishy ex- | 
c h«i n ges IIII he I Aik Nahh .1 ss heii depn t v | 
spfakei (. i..ikNmaii.in nanted lo ' 
know il 11 si I eat It in 1 ame omUr vege 
t.iil«Mii<in or io»ri vi nt't.iM.inisni 
.\rui !•: !.uir,fili •. (lo* riioiislc 1 of Male 
ioi .It'*MtiiKi \l« iidui M.ikvcj 
0.1 li'iii^iiLid ili.ir Ml l.aksiiMii.in 
«Miibl hiiiK(*h |»(oci«i« I'lr.iiiNwei llu* 

iil^^sf MMithiiig ll.•alS'iO. <.iim’ 

tiuiii Hr isiiloaniaiiiam Nsx.imv' "Is 
VSptesaoiiem l>u*goli.iiiu ieN|>oiiN) 
lile lor decline m lisli impulaiioo ni 
the Indian sh ean'” Ihe exchjiigi«s 
trNik pl.o e sxlit*n the ninuMei in ihaige 
id the lislieis dep.n ime nt was reidsnig 
io HUvMlolls on liN|ii*ries deselopmenl 
in the • ooiii 1 ^ -/uifi.iii Tspress 
I Sisatha ^ t' , ( aheui * 

^t.\M tAI tlRI t he \ IPs all* posing .I I 
pMibk'iii bs l-i'Mik «Inoiss .iIk.iiI ihi m - 
xe.ils in 111 Mils so.ixhes i»|Hi.Mirig 1 h 
tsseeii Miiiig.il »iI .iiul liaiigaloie 
As I ordiog to .1 N|«ok’ sinan ni ihe 11 aiis 
sort corporal ion. iixe seals up to rinm 
HO ten an* leseived 1 01 the Ml.As h 
apjHsirs th.it ibes aie all kivn on seat 
rnMiilH'i St Si'll tr SI* h.ipiM-Mi d rt cenilv 

I hat this p.o iisidai ssMt aasaJh*tird lo 

ifti HIP Ml \ In \ < Mh.nva Miei \ 
i.<op\io; ih* NX .11 ai 1 dnpi. I>i j 

A(Jto(’..i «tn iImviii (i.r .1 «li.ii wiih his | 
itiiod t 10*’ tii« iipp IIuiintx. Ml I 
\ ,1- ll.i* N* A 1 1 I •.»! I . N I « Ml. 

I ' 110,0 •! : ..I it !i« II |tr . 

N. I O' I I " ! ‘.S' .• Ml 's.ili.iri I 

.11.1 rn ii I <1. . iv< d i;..o iMi liinlar ‘ 
fii«' r.i f »rn .s • N » 

l*.tilli,. .It. Ill . |».i 1 .. li' ii I * 

$ 

Nf VV Ilf f.lll fill* a«li(|ii*iii.il «t’ss|<Mi j 
index*. Mr ft ( b.iiiiJlMMx .ix<{>nti**d [ 
S.ilx.1 Smell xxhe li.iil U*« o si ofi mm <1 
til iiiu XX Ji*' ii.*o(oiiN I 111 pi IS. *111111* 111 i 
and .1 liiM* ot K*. I.IHkI loi niill.iglll,: thx* * 
niod<*Nrv 1*1 .1 gill 1 »x kissnU’ hi 1 M«* 

li.id l>e*-n lii'lil nmlts .ind seiitctncd lo* * 
aildiiional ihiel nuiio|Mdiiaii niagis 
li.iie in (.umaiv I'lAt Itn Imxibls 
kissing Miss Vinbd.*. ,1 lesoiagi* eill 
phiyre at his vxitc’^ 1ailoix —ffim/ux ' 
tan rx/ 7 J<*N '.\tokisli Sikil.u, \x*M ' 
Ik-lhn 

NKU lltl.lll lliindieds ot class four 
em pin Sees stag**d a sii.mge kaciich.r 
match bx paiadingin nnils*rp.mts Irimi 
Boat club to the jesideiice ol the uokio 
home rnmisiei. Mi I* C Sxilii. nK*y 
svere iJein.mdiiig it'irtxoi sunonm nnt 
fiaiiis iiisti* id III k/i.nfi Ml ^*lhr xx.is 
\isd>le nil ix I'll vxhxo a <tetn*i.iiion ol 
1U1 in.iulii I* I bill in imdi ipants t.ii 
U*d <in hoi' t 1 * .o.m.d 11.1 HI ih.n h** 
would lake np iln iii.niel willi Ihe 
luiarnr nninNiis \o.|ii*i ilines i.\. 

K. (mha. Wadkii 


Without Conttuent 

A saint shhuld 

’I'hr ptsfjile Mifwid fe«( ik^Oieii 
leadei h not httf 9 |Cfed hy wmld 
lx* ihingH—N.T.Kunia Rai nftui 
fieioniing a vamavi 

f vhdiiT he able to ring voa about 
the article- isn'toui p)ume Kys* 
ivm terrible:* They csiU R cros* 
Un. I think di«y mciik 'cxokk 
XVI re—Indira flsnoHi tatheiUur/v 
f xpix*»N inters icsec'r . 



Mhv c.jnnot ht tilrlence rnnus- 
(ei Ml Venkaiaxamiini tpiiuily 

U'loe. l«*iMl lo riinxc'is. ryWl or 
wMie iKinks. foiulle Itii ^nBi 'ing 
gi.iiul ihildii'ir*' WhMtuiB^ he 
a poll III the lvirHCtf 0 *»fealing 
and Ihe rest of UNnoH’iianigans 
aliicJi deline Mwr I>elhi^— 
>*.liok Miii^^'Tbe‘ 7 'efg^qap/i 

1 loll -tn uluJerstAnd where our 
oiiriin' Is gouift 1 feel That the 
.III III the natiun ix being 
iIo>hi'd *t'handra Shekhar af* 
(i I bis p.rdavafra ragehud 
Uolib.ix 

ft s hkc lK*ing showered by bul* 
h'ts Vop'ie pleased that the first 
ij;rii sliHis miss vou. hut yuii 
ci>iiM alxxavs he hit bv the 
loHilh laritj a I Miiav.ved. 
JUdii.iJii s intxnmaijon minister 
on tin* daogi T piised by Ihe oil 
sink, i/t VensneeJk 

\ iHOtle 111 scdUh (aJuJteratedi 
and .1 gold wolch (>mjggtedl aie 
Usual IY enough to "huv'*a re|K)r* 
tel xvho will happily, if mme* 
what incbriatedly plant stones... 
— Mtnhdz Merchant in 
Hu s I iiesstt'orf d 

I lied to create a wardrobe of the 
jHHir. lu give cbdties a look at 
jxxivxniy K<ir me it was a ledis* 
<<ise<v* of *>implicitv—Bhanu 
\tiiaiya. the first Indian to win 
.<ri Oscar award, on hoxv she 
designed the costumet for the 
Ulianwala Bagh massacre scene 
ni (tM/J/iK quoied in Iridia/i Ex¬ 
press 





A touch of taste 
for your kitchen. 
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Pick from Bombay Tiles 
to cook up a sensatiomi 
recipe for your kitch^ 


BOMBAY TILES 

Masterpiece in 
giazed ceramic 
tiles 



Mooutocturedbv 

Bombay Potteries & Tiles Ltd. Bon®« w oi 
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MU CMy’l'M AT 
MV HST wrTM MV 
.. tAOCTOTHtMUt 


l'MC0MM5 
OMUX! ^ 


•UICK.OVfA ^ 
THC 

ROMAMft AMOHlHi 
. AU*TNOW' ^ 


^ f »%PUC»NT 
CAUTHlJCOr 
VlirVAteHTAT 


veiitHev 
HtMA$iTS0n‘ 
ON TtAHA ^IAM: 


^ »yvA«veM‘^ 
^ YOU ANP THO« 
ROMANS ITWASKKC 
9MiPFAC^H6 OOCIATNi 
BirrVVMTA KAT1U$^ 
^ TMrVTOOK' Jdi 


^ v«, 'S 
AMP rMNPT 
50AAV TD U AtO 
Of THAT Sm NO 
. ORUfPliTXeA* 


arOMf Rl PROM 
AY MAWBAYi 
lAMMN ' _ 


tw'otta 
»MI ROCKOlt 
) WW IN A 


^^AnOrtH '•a** .< , 


BlAckqolO by OoMinny 


and Udorzo 


THK ROMANS 
HAV( OUST aURNT 
AU OUR SlOCKSr ANP 
I veAVMucH PEAR you 
WONT FIMD A SINGU 
Pf^P IN THC 
WHOU couNmv: 





















Liu (ei«ck) to movo 
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Qhoorghiw fWhno) 

At (h« I960 M«I1« IM feofrie t 

A««Mblir o1 CMn« conNrmod it» urtival on 


01* ifttyrmiont* tfiMt tMAO vmlh iomo 

Ue«««i« 9m Qsmtm MO nSm-ti, pm 
h9* noi quM mM 9m VlndM on* ntighi 
Mp* MpoO tor. bill tMfr Mividuol (MoMt 
mmm u* voryobMuo. 

To 14 poor Egiopnni tworyltiiwo orwMol 
*c ttvowOM wt doudo of myoliOMO. Mt tow 
iM nrov fhov ptor cMoA. TMtr UOM tfwtov 
•omo imonflbto biiMo— mt6 origIndNv ^ 
tMu^l, • tenol WtMirtoiO no aotopwor 
ConoWv Hcmmimt prm^wmt ftorton 
CMorMw dd no< toorv vemolMM to 9m 
loda w lnp pmtm Ono momont M <»h 
eonfidootty o^Mnino how owrytMn wm 
unctorooMW. IM noxiM hoOogglooyong 

MMo Gimm^mx. itocA Uo 
AMMO Bonom Ootonco 
Ucomo 19«2 

1 to-^i6 I P-44 

9 p-OS P-K6 4 

6 P«P P-Q3 i n-46 P-«N6 

7 N-Q2 QN-a2 I P-IU 9-Hi 

9 0-47 10 049 (MCI 

tl MIP4N-44 12 R-CI P-Qfl9 
13 P-A471 


r4ot m9y to iMptoQ Mih Mt buOOw. 
wiiieh yp now Mo Mon vory ccoitiv oti rt. 
13... m9hm 14 l-M P^fMI 
Prc|iortog o OOdWeo of Iho Urw’o’ktoM 
fdioMOd by .. 6 fffi I 
19 M-M NxKPl 14 naM e^« 

17 M 

Ono of Pw petotf of 14 . . . P-KM to 
fwitoidtotho wtotoob17 K>41 NkP« IB 

K-K 2 eiM19PaBNjiB«idlf20KjiHB- 

HB* (or 20 PiN ftitt* 21 Pill B-N9«» 
17 . . . PsB It M-ft4 0-ftB 

It HfMtoP 

M 0 ( 0 Mpcveho«o,bulrwllMrto 19 P'43 
P-t4l 

It . . . Qm9* 20 Ml B-M 

21 NoB Pal^ 22 M2 P-QBH 

A hjrtfw MCiifleo lofl of Ortontd mvotorv. 

22 QaP P-fl6 
Throoiofong . .. P-4B 

24 OoP OlAOBAM 

Tho inovo of • Ihvouphto bimuwd Aoma- 

non 

24 . . . Mt«lt 
•M iTioio noxi moMo. 


MICHACL STEAN 


(Bridge 

Thm* woto rnony pood hondt m rtio 
#v%M of iM Ofymptod •( Btorraa. bgi I 
dton 1100 ihio ono, w^kh to looonrd to tho 
fionch mopofioo 

4 17 7 

to C 0 J7 
0 0 7 
to « 0 7 0 

to K J 7 44 M 

to i UJ g 

0 J 101 7 4 « ”, * 

44 S 

TM biddrf>fl to not rocordod. but ii mighi 
Mwe boon 

SOUTH NOPTH 

■ to 
2to 

3to No 

Wool Mod* hn bnpleiofi UuU Coot wmo 
wild (bo 4co ond rormno iM i. on nOoch 
South ptovo too Jock Ponner • 6 opooon 
to bo 0 rTNddlo cord, nol tovtttog opoeihcoHv 
• tpodo Of 0 dtomond Tho quoolion to, how 
ohouW Wool ploy oftor rutting too dub 
folum? 

TM Jock of dtorbond* moy loom tho 
obvtoui card, but thto wM hoidiy tood to too 


P«o Ntek* noodod to boot tho ccmr o cf. 
WMn you horo modo up yowr ffund. took M 
tho fuHM. 

4 1)7 

toKO J7 
4 07 
4 4 0 7 1 

4* N 

.**,* 

to A OS 
toOil4S« 

0 A ) 

to J 0 


*■ J 7 

9 i 

0 J 100 

toS 


toO 10 

T A 10 

R 0 « 

toA 101017 


If Wool toodi 0 Bfwond 0i trick 3 South 
wiU foreo out tho 4co of Mom ond toicofd 
two toooto on A K 0. and rf Woot toodo a 
ton apodo, doclaro* w# mn too laoond 
round ond HfM moAo iM oontrocl Arcerd 
>ng 10 too fopod. Michol Com mod# too fino 
iPoy of too Jmk of aiMdoo htow too 
dicl j ft to toU H ho WWW ho runo ono 0 
foodo ruff, ond if ho duck* thon Wool wto 
ywnto to too JocA of ibOfnoxdo 

Somo pooEdO oNMyo hko lb hnd oomo* 
thmg drflOfont. Ond iho fronch offortto- 
(tonal. QpmmMto Pouboau. pooitod ovi 
thot tho Kmg of opodof it fnek thro* would 
afsn defoot the conboci oMoyo ouppoa* 
oig toot (ail tooppod Iho Quoon* 


TERENCE REESE 



Very tow countrloa boiho* 10 maho thoir 
h«cal. Of rovonuo rotoing, otompo otlrptlhio 
faomar^, on CM oihor hand, obwoualy 
bo M ioa 0i gwmg rto toxpoyoro aemo 
aoelhoiic conaololton tor toott potato. TM 
Toanxonwn iigot. or thyloelno lobovoi. too 
ptotypuf and ■ toMb-otocldc power pyton 
ofo toaturod on roconl rovonuo atompb 


C-W-HILL 




(KHZ 

1 . Who Is 4 necromanisc? 

2- If you wore sondPig a (atograrri 
phrasad 'HandcuM.* wftoro would you 

b4 sandioQ d? 

3. David ComwgH is tog rssi nsmt of sn 
Afngrlcan novelist vtoo is baiter known by 
No podudortym. What to it7 

4. Whsi Is a ladffkn? 

5. Whose last words wore: 'Not ai aSr? 
9. in Greek myihology. who was Python? 
7 In Mandrake (the Msgtcian) comIca. 
who is the chief of inw-trw (toe wod- 
dwide police organsabon)? 

8 . Whil IS toe SmdN New Veer caBsd? 

9. Who ere toe SynopMte? 


10 Who IS an ocuienef? 

11 whai IS toe krsi pen of toe Talmud 
cased'’ 

^2 The Mm Gandhi is decBcaied to a 
cferA to ihe looian High Commission in 
London Whal is his nameT 

13 Who was Thomas BedtefT 

14 What cmportanf event took place m 

toe yMf 80 A.O? 


(ejtoetiHduA ub|mu) aujoy 
p Lunesovoo am pewduj oo 'umdeeA 
to nos 'siffii 'jojsduie ueujOH SMi pi 
n Mueti pesoddo omm *Aaiq 
•jetueo p dOMsmsfv eta sa* sh tl 

MtoffOM lateon * 2 L 

•uMsm u 

es4e |Bf)MMt |b leffffuf • a sh 01 

*tA|or uje4 

14WP StoKA iV —A tS ig t lAU SBMi* 

-4i|fn M Stqi o *18 


ui siedsoo eeAfl Hat eui to sieiuM am *$ 

pueuD <mo 9 

1(009 s.ewipuen *otoH I 
*ee| 9 tio 01 a»on 
6 tMi 6 p V9i em IM 1(001 'eiuiAd 'ssr 
- seud sfM puff uoMlAd MOfS oiott^ Ao^ 
toll cgdM 14 4(oajo ein peiiOAuoo omm 
sneeaun^ in p uotaip em n« sm$ 'B 
japeq 6 i«»a 6 aq 01 peuieee eg lam ipeuj 
-sj B.apa PH Oigi^ uo poiej e.ueeqt 
gwusH wOlM^afd iimOamjOH am ’9 
*guto(M Hfii o( eouafto U 104 
punoe p JO il| 0 qi^ IHV 0 ) tsMipep uiOdi 
sjnod e p eouafljsuja AhOBjO atfi A II > 

auto ei •apT t 
pjeX putpoPS t 
ousuafiA 

ipfiprtti JO Aapoj^ tw3 SffB *p94P 
41* OMM ftIBIt USU JO 4|dOBd (UBMWJd 
pp psaMiqo ei 044 uoBJSd B S| g *1 

MMRR 
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I CiutHT TMC lia. M mr ' 
CkOVC, ll/T H5TCW 0( 
TWWM6'ittfTHClAa . 
MTH«WlCtM$COVf V 
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Mg PIPNT 
TUiHK IT 
UM5V€((T 
Pk^NNV! 


•k*’ *9 




Sunitey grdssuvrA 


No. 3 


?3 Ban9 cM figM^ l^nlortunmlv. iit apfMdir^ (9) 

29 A bM hntts norwig •*) tetm urUtfipifr iS) 

29 OnMM IoDd** 9*9 bncwni My lo Meow mo piirM 
27 Sito. ffCMt bod^i^ond ond uo oucfonr^. 19) 

29 0^0 Vioo lum* oM o>io o< two (9l 
29 *ro9t troo< 0 (mmofiwovo «oono. Dm |9^ 


ACttSS: 

I Emri QMo ifriioNod iii«0> cofs m*d pnadueot rnorvM* 10^ 

0 SPWonod In o ^ommoteoi moivtor? (9| 

10 Thooo Mhoo eorittrtfy souad Miy. if owott m 
tf Pm of Iho dog fMVftfto Mo iwentun 15 ) 
f2' Bui PiMO do ne — NO not |uof 9v Pio mobniHd IM 
10 . Thi diiOAoo It dtiMMr » 90 1(0 aio ix. e» 

M. A MKK. HttO EdON^-Cfftrldtd m Nllrg n 

19 SiDdiIngo, dU you hotr^ No. euMfo (9) 

)9. AllinMMO Mao iho OMhoy. to Mtonpto 19> 

21. Boo po9 m i moot tort do drtrMio' (7) 


1 SMo t pO N OS hod oyot noting hho too oun* {0} 

2 L«o *rtvN uneoftOMfy m dte^osing cMiquos 19} 
a Thoy tfo w ^p OM d lo hoto you. now (5| 

4 Eopeltd—lor runout vet. Tod (7) 

9 Oongtfort gvi. M t. nvohod with lo«>toTNi0Oty. hot 0 tofloring 
ottoei I9i 

? OwM fiofo^o m« mtf. ar> indifioroni gotTuo |5) 

0 Scoiwr—sounds biio romoyol of mogc fermutol (6J 
9 SCtros oddly lot thoso fiowors (9) 

IS Wolo oossossrve «n guropoon eounOy goN ngm to volo 19) 

17 cow n Shotwood FotosfT is. «) 

10 Tumod oround-^wrdo ooolry ogtn. A s teiri a (0) 

20 itooidl w*>40 wooing ihoM ga monlt. wptrondy (9) 

21 Sly r«(to7 QMy tor 4 • Wtor (7) 

22 TuBo SO mngo. «s di^Mnllod <6| 

24 SnMt oportmoni onetosos nsng sur^-god « gM diMRI. 15) 

25 A tonNOd wMhOul rnomors^ How unrvfirwd |5) 




I AMCPnMtoS AcrytClO.ICOnnkTI EmosIS lnNstorVl5. Drocp 19 
Coduwen 17 Aw»pon««» id FterWA i9 AMioits SO M*y 29 Evcpcoto 

24 Pretotp 25 mtormomogo 


2 SirNiuout 3 totoe 4 Coa 9 Troosurof 9. Utuo 7 LovonOor wotor 8 
aitoiiM by Bot 10 Intods 14 Pi u t lioto 16 Cottoo 15 AnuUng 20. 
Acom 21 SiAipor 22 Mom 
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DELHI DIARY 


THE LAST CONGRESSMAN? 



197$ followed. N^ow the effort is ro 
revive the organisetioo et the 1967 
level—which would rhui brin 


NTR'S OPERATION 
CLEAN'UP 




Chirtn Singh, needing en Mly 


TK£ former Prime Minister. 
Cheudhury Cheren Sinfh, hes sud* 
denly steritd remindinf the politi' 
Ciena he meets thet he ii the only 
Consreismen elive today. The 
Cheudhury was Indeed in cne Con- 

S ets for around four decades, he¬ 
re he parted company in 1967. 
Now with the opposition unity 
moves opening a new chapter 
almost every day. the compulsions 
of such an unity have made 
Chaudhury Charan Singh give up 
his virulent anti-Congre«s stance, 
which he had adopted after 1967. 
The unity efforts of the Janata 
Party president. Mr Chandra 
Sheknar, have led to a parallel 
unity move, in which, apart from 
the Cheudhury, Babu Jagjjvan 
Rem, H N Bahugune, Raiubhai 
Adani and Shared Pawar are trying 
to re-establish the ‘‘Congress of 
1967." (On the eve of the 1967 
general election, there was a 
nationwide exodus from the Indian 
National Congress and in many 
states, the former Convessmen, 
under the banners of "Jana Con¬ 
gress." “Bangla Congress." etc., be¬ 
came partners in the non-Congress 
governments which were formed in 
nine states. The splits of* 1969 and 




into the limelight.) The Chaudhury 
has reminded Doth Babu Jagiivan 
Ram and Mr Bahuguna recently 
that he has spent more years in the 
Congress than any other politician 
alive today. Why this sudden 
change of hean? The reason is that 
the Chaudhury has decided that his 
one time adversary, Babuji. is 
needed by him as an ally for the 
next general elections. And Bebuji 
has oetn insisting that if a new 
party be launched, then the word 
"Congress" must be a part of its 
name. (The ivro names which are 
beitu diKussed, incidentally, are 
the Cok Socialist Congress and ihe 
Jana Socialist Congress.) The unity 
move between the Congress(S). the 
Democratic Socialist Parry and the 
Rashtriya Congress (of Gujarat) 
has provided the bhsic meeting 
point for the formation of this 
‘‘alternate Congress party." While 
the Janata Party president. Mr 
Chandra Shekhar, a former Con- 

S ress leader himself, would rather 
ave ell these elements merae into 
the Janata Party, the parallel unity 
move seems to be aimed at the 
formation of a new "Congress" and 
ultimate unity with other opposi¬ 
tion parties. Interestingly, for tKose 
wbo are keen to keep me Congress 
history alive, two anniversaries are 
round the comer, which can be 


utilised for the pan-Congress unity 
effons (bringing together of Con¬ 
gressmen scattered in many par¬ 
ties, including the ruling pai^): 
1994 is the golden jubilee year of 
the formation of the Congress 
Socialist Party (the ‘Ginger Group’ 
which function^ within the Indian 
National Congress) and 1995 is the 
centenary year of the Indian 
National Congress. Will a viable 
"Conaress alternative" emerge be¬ 
fore mese two events? Efforts seem 
to be directed to that direction. 


DIRECT ACTION DAY 


REMEMBER "Project Ten^? A few 
weeks ago, in this column, we had 
referred to this fund collection 
drive of a certain political party, 
which had been code-named Pro¬ 
ject Ten. The project was aimed at 
collecting party funds with the 
target of Rs 7S0 crores in 7S days. 
There is some more news on Project 
Ten. The project's exponents are 
keeping their fingers crossed toe a 


May may be a good date for deci¬ 
sive political action. If this advice is 
accepted, then in late June or early 

a . there may be political 
iry In even nook and corner of 
the country. Tm weether will not 
permit mass Mxticipation, did rou 
say? Well, in Assam, democracy has 
"survived" without the people 
showing, much enthusiasm in the 
elections. And the exponents of 
Project Ten seem to 



one hes told the partymen that 23 norms. 


NTR^ acting clean 

PILGRIMS returning from Tirupati 
these days are not only full of 
stories about the greatness of the 
lord, but also of the Andhra 
Pradesh chief minister, Mr N.T. 
RamaRao.NTR, who was elected to 
the Assembly from the Tirupati 
constituency, has changed the holy 
town. Not only has the pilgrim cen¬ 
tre become ewaner, the Tirupati- 
Tirumala Devashthanam Trust 
(TTDT), which had becoma a well- 
known centre of corruption over 
the years, has also received a face¬ 
lift. Aroun d a t housand functionar¬ 
ies of the TTDT have either been 
transferred or are under suspen¬ 
sion, pending enquiry. Getting a 
"darshan" does not involve paying 
bribes to TTDT officials any more. 
In another move, the sweepers irf 
the town were summoned by NTR 
one day and firmly told that the 

E ldce belonged to "nobody’s father, 
ut to ibe lord." So. unless cleanli¬ 
ness was maintained, the chief 
minister threatened dire action. 
And the town soon acquired its new 
look. With this transformation of 
Tirupati town. NTR is now slowly 
becoming a household name not 
only in Andhra Pradesh but also In 
southern India. 

TAILPIECE: ON IS April, New De¬ 
lhi had a deluge. It seemed as if the 
skies were weeping. The city has 
never witnessed such reins even 
during the monsoons. Many streeR 
were (looded. By some coincidence, 
the seme day, in London, the 
daughter of the architect of the 
capital, Sir Edwin Lutyens, Ms Eli- 
SiDeth Lutyens, died at the age of 
76. New Delhi is a city which has no 
memorial dedicated to its creator. 
But on this day, the entire city 

e ^ ^ me m rl pa lamasA mem 


O.E. NIZAMUDOIN 
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Colgate's 

trusted formula works 
to give you clean, 
fresh breath... 
strong, healthy teeth 
every time you brush. 


Here's how; 


Odour- and decavcsusing bacteria 
I j t r I in food particles trapped 
between your teeth. 

Colgate's unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove dangerous 
food partictes and bacteria. 

■■■■■ Result: Fresti-breain confidence. 
Mill Protactioo against decay. 

I f j ^''ong healthy teeth. 

Ramembtr to brush with Colgate Dental Cream 
after every fneel Stop bed breath.. fight tooth decay 




Vfau’ll love its fresh minty taste! 
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You gave her a diamond 
because it was precious. 
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Now.give your face the same 



Erasmk Suprvfne, 

The blade with the diamond that captures 
the essence of closeness. 

Telling you diet you’re predous end that K 
cares for your face. 

Erasmic Supreme. 

Crafted to the minutest detail, tempered, 
ground and honed to perfection, polished end 
finally Teflon coated a flawless finish. 

It's time you gave yourself the same—forever. 








Erasmic Supreme 

The blade with the diamond edge^^ 








Say it with Amui 


A variety of milk chocolates from the home of milk 





MILK CHOCOLATES 

a gilr lor someone you lov'c 














How do you fulfill a social 

and sell successfully 


By offering quality products at 

affordable prices* 

The Government of Karnataka recognised In addition, its new range of Lekhak 

in Mysore Sales Intematioridl. a marketing products like pencils, ball and fountain pens, 

fixce of proven credentials. The Company was gum. colour pencils and a host of other 

given the task of (mjucing and distributing stationeiy items continue to be sold through 
subsidised note-books. These note-books svere the Company's already established outiets. Not 
christened with a brand name—Lekhak. As the only is the student community benefited by 
first precautionary step to prevent misuse. The MSIL's efforts, but also entrepreneurs who have 

next step was to organise effective distribution set up small industries for the manufocture of 
to schools and colleges. The notebooks gained these products, 
wholehearted acceptance and popularity yyi ^,5 largely due to MSIL's 

amongst the student canmunity. interest in the student 

communt^. This involvement has also resulted 
in the yeariy ‘Student of Year Contest' and 
educational audio-visual programmes, 
conducted ty MSIL. 

MSIL is always on the move, seeking 
newer challenge! And finding original and 
innovative solutions to them. MSIL Is beyorv] 
marketing. 
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ESCORTS 


00 years ago, an ex-slave called Aesop regaled the court of Croesus 
(in Asia Minorf with his animal fables. 

Ironically, his charming tale of the hare and the tortoise seems to reflect the 
present slate of our transportation today. 

Ironical because slow and steady has become irrelevant—the emphasis 
having shifted to speed (and therefore time) and economy. 

With the ideal mode of transport offering both. And there's no better 
example than the modem bi-wheeler 

In motorcycle manufacture, Escorts has been maricet leaders for seven years, 
l^eaders not only in numbers, but also in innovation. 

The current Rajdoot motorcycle has had progressive design and 
technological innovations incorporated. To combine performance with fuel 
economy. 

*rhe latest 350cc Eajdoot—in collabomtion with YAMAHA of Japan—is a high 
peiformance product of world technology. Giving unsurpassed economy with 
si)eed, safety anu comfort. And the same technology will upgrade the piesent 
Rajdoot 175cc and give Escorts the capability to pixKfiice a range of high 
performance motorcycles between 50 and SOOcc. 

Similarly Escorts' collaboration v^lh MAHLE: St GOETZB for piston 
assemblies will rev'olulionise automotive standards in process and value 
engineering, inevitably benefiting the entire industiy. 

For the railways, Escorts provides the latest shock absorbers, couplers and 
braking systems. Tlie new air brakes double the capacity of goods trains. 

In transportation, Escorts realises that the need is for speed, comfort, safety 
and economy. 

Which can be i^Used through sophisticated inputs. 

Inputs which will increase the pace of modernisation 
in this vital sector. 

And banish the lumbering tortoise and 
slumbering hare to the pages of antiquity. 




ESCORTS LIMITED 


Giving positive shape to India's tomorrow. 


Trwion ind r«i7n Cquipimni • rndutDinl a CoAttmcOon P4|uipm«rM • Moturc>cke» * AutomoTiw Shock Atw>f^on 
a HflOrt Aii<ir>blk)i * IWlh«iy AnctBirtM • 0uibo4re Molon « HMti^ Blumonu • Dry Oock 
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Sophisticated 

brigandage 

M ure tfian a quarter ceQ* 
rury au 1 was commis* 
sionea (o do a bio^a- 
phy of the late Sir Shri 
Rem I found out alwue 
hi) humble origins; he belonged to 
an obscure Aggarwal*banfa Umily 
from Jhajiar which mivated to 
Delhi and Jived in a small be ve/i in 


Delhi and Jived in a smal 


ive/i in 


Bazar Site Ram. Shri Ram passed 
his matriculation with a third divi* 
sion; his father did not think U wise 
to squander money on further 
educotiun. t'or some years Shri 
Ram worked as clerk, then as an 
assistant accountant in the Delhi 
Cloih Mills, d modest sized spinning 
and weaving mill not doing too 
well Young Shri Ram walked from 
his havch to distant Subzi Mandi. 
Hu spent less rime un his hehi 
khntas and more talking to mil 
Ihunds discusvinK their problems. 
On his way back home he stopped 
at every cloth shop to ask the owner 
what he thought of DCM products. 
When dskvd who he was, he intrc^ 
(luced himself as ‘*aap ka gharib 
julah:ta (your humble weaver.**) 

' Shri Rum was the real builder of 
the industrial house which his two 
sons, Bharat Ram end Charat Ram. 
expanded into a veritable empire. 
Shri Ram was averse to having 
anythnig written about him When 
broached on the subiect he dismis* 
s«d iL With ii quotation from Kabir: 
"Ek Sees k.t tnannwa. karta bahU' 
(jk hvasi 

l^nkapini Rddwan gaya. bees bbu* 
ja dus S4'vs. 

{Man who has only one head is 
full uf pride. He knowc not that 
Raawjii, rhe l^rd of Lanka, who 
had ten heads und 20 hands was 
forced tn quit the world.)" 

The Nanoas came out as refugees 
from Pakistan in 194?. The^ began 
their new life with a permit to ply 
two buses tn Delhi. From that they 
built up their industrial complex 
that goes under the name Escorts. 

When our government launched 
on the scheme to allow non-resident 
Indians to invest money in Indian 
entei prises the motive presumably 
was to earn foreign exchange and at 
the same time build up new enter- 

E rises or restore sick companies to 
ealth. It was not intended to let 
them play crows and cranes wUh 
stocks and shares, nor surrepti¬ 
tiously gain control oi prosperous 
concerns. One may question the 
traditiun whereby members of a 
family appoint their own kith and 
kin in managerial positions in com¬ 
panies where public investments 
are much higher than their hold¬ 
ings. but there can be no justifica* 



Gossip 

sweet and sour 


KHUSHWANT SINGH 


tion whatsoever for people who had 
nothing whatsoever to do in build¬ 
ing • particular industry from 
scratch fas did the Shri Rams and 
the Nandas) from grabbing them. 
This would amount to sophisticated 
brigandage. And this is precisely 
what Swraj Paul, an incorrigible 
name-dropper and one of a family 
of patranus owning a small-litne 
business house fence black-listed 
but now come into big money) is 
trying to do. Another achievement 
to Swrai Paul's credit is that de¬ 
spite holding a Brirish passport he 
acts as if he was the unofficial 
ambassador of India in London. 
What one can get away with if one 
knows the right people boggles ihe 
imagination. 


Indodoo 


If reports that dung of herbivores 
is being offered for sale in Amer¬ 
ica's fanciest department store, 
Bloomiagdales, for the dollar 
equivalent of Rs 2S a kilo are 
correct, India has a great opportun¬ 
ity of earning billions of dollars 
worth of foreign exchange. Hither 
to American entrepreneurs who 
have launched oo the animal excre¬ 
ta business have only tapped raw 
material available in American 

zoos* hence the product has been 

patented under the trade name 
Zootfoo. Zoos have a very limited 
stock of elephants, camels, lebras, 
rhinos, bison and deer. We not only 
have all these animals but also wild 
asses and countless number of buf¬ 
faloes and cows whose droppings 
we bum away in our cboo/fies. As 
we Increase our production of oil 


and electricity we could export our 
animal dung to the United States. 
Most of all we should mobilise our 
human resources: more than half of 
our population of 700 million peo¬ 
ple are herbivorous (the Indianism 
IS pure vMetarian) and like other 
animals oT the species capable of 
producing larger quantities of turo 
than the fish-egg-meat eating hu 
man varieties. iTyou don't brieve 
me ask any of your friends in rhe 
.defence services. Our perceptive 
British ruleri had laid tfown exact 
Sizes of pans to be installed ir 
soldiers' latrines. Those meant foi 
Tommies were half the size de¬ 
signed for our jawans. The. Tommy 

J ot the calories he needed from a 
ew strips of meat; the jawan, parti 
cularly if he was vegetarian had to 
consume a mound of rice or a stack 
of chaparrjs to imbibe the same 
number of calories and was hence 
able to produce considerably more 
waste matter. Now this need no 
longer be considered a waste. 

Tne first thing to do would be to 
hire a good advertising agency and 
mount a publicity campaign in the 
United States with some appropri 
ate slogan like "Indodoo is better 
than Zoodoo.." Perhaps the Indian 
Standards Institution (ISI) could 
Jay down necessary specifications 
to ensure the product is of vagei» 
rian bowels and the State Trading 
Corporation (STC) could carry out 
sample tesi^ to guarantee its ge¬ 
nuineness. Now that we have pretty 
well exhausted the dollar-earnine 
capacity of Indian spiritualism and 
our holy men have run out of gas we 
could turn to offering Americans 
something of material worth. They 
may initially smell Indian prnp* 
agenda in our produce but when 
they find it yields better fruit, 
vegetables and flowers they will in 
time discover its fragrant qualiiies 

Tandoori 

English 

A Punjabi peasant settled in Eng¬ 
land become a verv popular figure 
in his locality. But ne faded to pick 
up more than a few necessary 
words of the English language. His 
English friends decided to help him 
out of his difficulties and on his 
birthday presented hira with a par¬ 
rot which spoke English fluently. 
"You will love it.** they assured 
him. 

After a week, the friends met him 
in the local pub and asked him, 
'*01d boy, how did you like the 
parrot we gave you?" 

The Punjabi mustered all the 
English at his command and re¬ 
plied: "Bhairee good, Bhairae, 
hhairta good. Tasa like Tandoori 
chicken. 




More than the whispering presence 

an air 0/ excellence 



Spencer's Alrcondltioners 


in ih6 Spencer 21 air conditioner la 
engirteeied ro exude the same air 
of excellence. 

Spencer’s experl trouble* 
shooters are on call to set right 
any disorder, and lo carry out 
preventive mainienance on an 
on going basis. 

When you can huy excellence 
why settle for lea^ 

Available er> DOS A D rales 
and eeneersional excise terms. 


Lei Spencer's airconditioner 
biesihe ibe air of excellence into 
your life 

Buili with the highest cooling 
capacity and for continuous, 
uniform cooling efficiency. 
Spencer's siccondHioner is ideal 
fee offices and homes ‘The work¬ 
horse compreasor in the Spencer 's 
aircondihoner jusi whispers its 
enduring presence delivering 
opiimum cooling efficiency diay 
after day Every other component 


2U%nor« 

codling*! 


*Deiermined by 
psychometric tests 


Suppllere of goode end aerwicee fot boHer living 


For^it Street Bombay 400 OSd 
Phone: 367539 


19-A Sham Nath Marg. Delhi J)OOS4 
Phone: ZZZ231 
70 Diamond Harbour Road 
Kidderpore. Calcutia 700023 
Phene: 4SS621 


Spencer & Co Lunited 
769 Anna Salai. Madras 600 002 
Phone: 63001 
66 Mahatma Candhi Road 
Bangalore $60 COI Phone: 82301 
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EXCLUSIVE 


Bv KULDIP NAVAR 


The Golden Temple 
should not be 
misused 


W hen I w;is in fho Col* 
JcMi Ti*in|iJe nearJy 
seven mgnihi ugo. the 
place was Crowded 
•iml in the unp of 
mnHi The Aksdii 8jEic«l* 

lioii was ihun <ak ami Mil then 
iicMilV m('n and women had 

pan* to lail. When I visieJ Amritsar 
Jitaiii ji the end el April, 1 found 
far lower people in rhe temple, with 
,1 marked diop vven in the number 
nl dovoreos ^!oiii^ for dJi>hJn. and 
thore was palpable tension For in 
(he tcinph* was believed Co l>c at 
louM oris’ trimirial. the killer of 
Aviar Sm;;li Atwal, the Punjab 
ptihce nu;. 

Tho miirdciers presence is not 
adriiirioJ hv those who now rule the 
icmpk. when I a.sked Sant liar 
chami Smith Longowal. the Akali 
chief, whether the assailant could 
have lound shelter in the temple, 
he would only .s,iy that he could not 
be ceituiu l>ecause there were at 
leas I 20,<X)b people visaing the tern* 

E lo every day, Snnt Jarnail Singh 
hiiidrariwale. the extremists’ lead* 
or, would not give a direct reply— 
ho told me that he had condemned 
the murder because it bad taken 
pluci! within (he precincts of the 
temple. 

But there were several people, 
who did not want to disclose their 
identities, who told me that the 
murderer was very much in cbe 
temple. One said that soon after the 
murder there was a beat of drums 
to announce that entrances to the 
temple were sealed. Atwal was shot 
dead at the mam entrance of the 
tempiV, where there are many 
shops and scores of people must 
have seett the killing. And the unly 
lane which the murderer could 
haw taken opens into the temple; 
any other would have brought nin 
to the crossing where there was a 
posse of policemen. 

Atwal had aone to the temple as a 


worshipper and not as a police 
official and that a worshipper’s 
blood should have been spilt in the 
temple is sheer sacrilege, Bui what* 
ever the Akali leaders may say in 
condemnation of this there is no 
<ine courageous enough to surren* 
(ler the criminal. ’'What wtll you do 
if the police were to enter the 
Golden Temple?** I asked Sant Lon* 
gown I, His reply was, ** I shall lead a 
peaceful procession of hundreds of 
Sikhs tu bar their entry and the 
police would have tu kill me and 
others before aoma further." Sant 


Bhindranwale did not even use the 
word “peaceful.'* He said. “We 
shall give the police a befitting 
reply." He may even be hoping that 
the police would muke the attempt. 
In a speech quoted by a Punjab 
daily of Jullundur, he said that the 
day the police entered the Golden 
Temple, the foundation of Khalis* 
tan svould be laid. 

My feeling is that the govern¬ 
ment would be making a Hima¬ 
layan blunder if police were to be 
sent inside the temple. (President 
Zail Singh is strongly opposed to 

E olice entrv into the temple and 
as even threatened to resign if 
such a step is taken.) True, the 
temple should not be allowed to 


What IS evident is the 
estrangement that has 
developed between the 
Hindus and the Sikhs i i 
Punjab. They have 
stopped discussing 
politics with each other 
because every debate 
enos in bitterness. 


become tbe refuge of criminals. 
And by protecting them or conolv* 
ing with them, the people who man* 
age the temple are responsible for 
violating the sanctiiy of the temple. 
But the only way the government 


should ace in suc)t cases is to build 
up public opinion against such mis* 
use of places of worship. Already 
there are many devout Sikhs 
against at the happenings in their 
most sacred temple. But even (hey 
would oppose any police foray into 
the tempie. 

It is tragic that New Delhi's proc* 
rastination should have caused the 
muderate section of the Akali lead* 
ership to be pushed into the back¬ 
ground. allowing the extremists to 
call the tune. When at the end of 10 
months of peaceful autation the 
moderates could not snow any ra* 
suit, (he gain of the extremists is 
understandable. Now a person like 
Sant Bhindranwale is able to say 
that he had allowed himself to be 
led by moderates and had seen that 
(hey could achieve nothing, and 
that now it was time that they 
followed him to see what he could 
achieve, 

J asked Bhindranwale what he 
had gained from the 10 -month-old 
agitaiion. He seld he wanted the 
Sikhs to be united and to get the 
feelinguf being “enslaved."^! have 
succeeded in both," he said. I do 
not know to what extent, but there 
is no doubt that a sense of grie¬ 
vance has united rhe Sikhs end 
except for a very small minority 
they have developed a feeling of 
suffering injustice, not only in run* 
jab but throughout the country. 

There are vague claims, no doubt, 
which cannot ^ tested, and it is 
hard to believe that Sikhs 
“throughout the country" who are 
dome so well in all walks of life 
should find eny reason to feel 
aggrieved on religious grounds. 

But what is evident 

is (he estrangement that 

nas developed between Hindus and 
Sikhs in Punjab. They have stopped 
discussing politics with each other 
because every debate ends in bit¬ 
terness. These two communities, 
which are bound to one another by 
birth and marriage—practically aD 
families have both Hindus and 
Sikhs as their member^have gone 
so apart that even in clubs and in 
tbe courts of law Hindus sit in one 
comer and Sikhs in another. 

No doubt, in the marketplace life 
appears to be normal, (hough busi¬ 
ness is slack, and Hindus and Sikhs 
behave a$ if nothing is wrong. For 
example the Hall bazar, the main 
artery connecting the Golden Tern* 

E le with Che rest of the city, was 
ustling with Hindus and Sikhs 
when I passed through it the other 
day. Still, all over Punjab you can 
feel the tension, hidden fears, and 
hints of evil things to come 
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OPINION 


Tilted gossip 


MYSTCmCSOF m 
OEPARTMINT OF 
EieCTROHICA 


C on^jtulotioiu CO SuwDAy iot bring* 
ing out Kbuahwont Singh's column 
remjUrl^. His 6'oos<p siroot Mnd sour 
(to April) made interesting reeding. 
fetlani Qureshi. Srinagar 

One of the reesoos why Khushwant 
Singh does not see a Muslim in a Hindu 
or a Sikh shrine is because UUm 
teaches mankind to surrender before 
an invisible God and prohibits a man 
from indulging in idoj worship. 

ftcsirictions on entries to temples 
are another reason why a Muslim or a 
Dali? is not seen in a Hindu temple. 
This IS not the case with Muslim 
shrines At Ajmer Shareef, for inst¬ 
ance. any one. irrespMtive of his relv 
on, caste or creed, is welcome. Baba 


Further. Khushwant Singh conveys the 
immession that ihe cocninercialism of 
reltfion is confined to c/ergeJiA’only. Go 
to Kashi and see for yourself. Saraarjil 
1 would like to quote a few lines from 
the famous Khwajo ki diwani: 

Nvfrut ka zahar baatnn maw ghat ke 
dekho 

Aj jayertge Khwaja vnhan kuch hoi ke 
dekho , 

Veh Sigaan r-h»qutivt/ai to tol ko 
dekho 

(Dissolve your intolerance in words. 
The iChu/afa will come if you ask for 
him; consider the evidence of your 
eyes) 

C. Mttkharjee, Calcutta 
Khushwdrii Singh meniionH (hat the 
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An eye-opener 

C ongratulations to Somuay for un* 
ravelling the My»rafias of ihe do- 

e ariment of Kloctrnnics (17 April) I 
ope thar the article will serve as an 
eye npener and Mrs Gandhi vrill taka 
immediaie steps lu remove corrupt peo* 
pie from this prestigious department. 
Japan 6'anguk feapvr 

Shubhabrata Bhatcacharya did a 
wonderful job by unearthing the cor 
ruption in the Department of F.lectro* 
nics (DoH). 

The dramatic post-war developments in 
electronics proved to be even more 
revolutionary in their effects on our 
lives than all previous inventions such 
as the ^learn ongine. the internal com¬ 
bustion engine, electricity and many 
others. Under the pruseni lircumsl- 
ances il 1$ imperative that encourage* 
menc be given to the development of 
electronics in India. The OuR has a vital 
role 10 play in this issue, but a few 
corrupt officials are ruining the pros* 
pacts of electronics deveU»pment in our 
country. A thorough probe must be 
ordered and the guilty brought to book. 
Saugata Shafta^arya, Kharagpur 


eoually revered by Sikhs and Muslims 
Aodul (iesem. Calcutta 

Mausoleums of Sufi saints are nirt 

C cr« of worship, and it is a mistake on 
Singh's part to compare them with 
temples or gurudwarar. Muslim Sufi 
saints were secular in their outlook and 
had mass appeal. It is indeed a sorry 
slate of affairs thai even iheir 
(fiausolcums have become targets of 
cimimunal riois. 

Sahetn Sultan Siddiqui. Aligarh 

The very idea of equating a cfargah 
with a temple, mosque or gurudwara is 
erroneous. While the former Is merely 
a lamb of a sufi saintor/au/ra, the latter 
are rega'’<^^ as the vary abode of God, 
the almighty. It is doubtful if a non* 
Muslim has ever visited a mosque to 
offer namaz. But all the Muslim Presi* 
dents and Vice*Presidents of India 
have visited temples and gurudwaras. I 
am sure that sicKe Khushwant Singh is 
a learned man, he is aware of the tenets 
uf Islam. Shnnes which do not have 
idoTworsbip, are recognised as ahley 
kiraab. Jerusalem is, therefore, sacred 
to oil three communities^the Muslims, 
the Christians and the Jews. Khush* 
want's remarks have a trace of Hindu 
fanaticism about them. He asks Mu$ 
lims to join the national oiainsireaoi. 
Does he mean that rhey sliould attend 
puias, play hoir, gamble during Deepa* 
wall and so on? 

Anrsuddin. Rourkela 


ttons tu non Muslim \hrjnes wds the 
laic Nizam of HyilurahiiiJ. Many good 
Muslim!! docuntribuiv to the wcffiirc of 
instituriiinv of mhor coimmmitieA. One 
of Orissa's famoijik eiigiiu'cr^. the lute 
Syed Mumcar All, favoured liolh non* 
Muslim and Muslim causes and he 
alwayik coritribuied generously to many 
poor iion Muilim inviiiutrons. 

S. Jftia, I*. X Oa> and A. V. Han. 
Bhubaneswar 

A man uf Khushwant Singh\ erudition 
should know ih.it Islum is basically a 
monoiheisiu* faith and everyihiiig in ii 
flows from one premive-^od or Allah 
IS one. Muslims whu are dwuut and 
believe in puntamsm and shun bias* 
phemy understand the futihtv uf offer 
mgs at shrinuH. 

M. T. Sadiquu, Bhubaneswar 

It is a matter of regret that the grand 
old man ut Indian juuriiolism, Mr 
Khushwant Singh, has addressed 
Lieutenant General M. M. Krshad as 
President of Eaiigladesh (Ajmer .^A.ire* 
ef. 10 April) We have a President 
named Justice Ah&anuddin Chowdhury 
and General Ershad is the Chief Mar 
(lal Law Administrator as well a^ head 
of government, not head of state. 
Mesbah~ul ftaq. Dhaka. Bangladesh 

True. Cenerai hrahod's destgnoiions, 
however, also say he is the President 
of the council of mwisiers, Bang- 
ladesl^Editor 


I was shocked to read about the corrup¬ 
tion in the department of electronics. 
Sunday did a brilliant Job by highlight¬ 
ing such corruption in the highest e^c- 
lons of the government. 

^anketlai Lahoti. Culbarga 

It is hardly surprising ihat corruption 
should exist even in the prestigious 
depanm»*fir of i-lectronics considering 
the statu of the country today. With 
corrupt politicians ruling the country, 
who have to constantly make comprom¬ 
ises in order to stay in power, what can 
one expect from bureaucreis. who 
largely follow the politicians' instruc 
tions? 

P, Roychowdhury, Calcutta 


Khushwant Singh aaserts that a Muslim 
visiting a Hindu letnple or a &kh 
gurudwara is a rare thing. True 
perhaps, but he ignores the most oIk 
vious reason for Ihist they wouldn't be 
allovred inside, they might even be 
physically assaulted. By and large, our 
pundits detest the presence of *'beef* 
eaters” in the hallowed precincts of our 
temples. It should be remembered that 
it is the orthodox Hindu who refuses to 
Jet others inferior in rank, into the 
kitchen or the puja room. Uncommon 
ihou^ it sounds, Muslims do frequent 
temjmes. ranging from the Kali temple 
in Calcutta to Tirupati; tbc Muslim 
community actively assists pilgrims 
who visit the Sabari Mela in Kerala. 


In his Gossip column (3 AprJ), Khush- 
want Singh has correctly pointed out 
that at such a crucial stage when the 
economy is in a shambles, we should 
not have hosted the NAM summit. In 
addition to Ihe IMF loan ($.7 billion 
dollars>. we wanted liberalisation of 
(DA credits and aid from different 
quarters to keep out economy floating. 
When we*Were moving literally with a 
begging how] in our hands, wo should 
not nave staged the Asiad which was 
such a colossal waste of money. No 
doubt, we have proved our organise- 
ilonal capacity, but at what cost? Prim* 
ary attention must be paid lo fulfilling 
the needs of the common man* 
Natendn Kalra, New Delhi 
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Of truth and trivia 


T he interview with Arun Shourie 
made interesting reading (UU at 
and a/rer Express, 17 April). His views 
on editors and journalists will eercainly 
help others in the profession. 

M. Mfkeri Btingaloif 


Arun Shourie admitted that he func¬ 
tioned both as an executive and an 
editor in the /nd/an Express because he 
had found that anyone wanting to help 
the chaotic Indian Express must help 
solve the management problems. A 
document of the Indian Express Km* 

E loyees* Union, Delhi, illustrates how 
e tried to dr» it and possibly also why 
he had been hired by Mr <joenka. 

On IS Soptumber 1979, the union 
said in a meiwage to the Express cm 

ft ecs: “On Saturday, 9 September, 
\ Shourie, executive editor of the 
Indian Rxprvs:*. cumc to the editorial 
hall iri a greatly excited state and 
•iniiouncad that he was going to crush 
our union. The reason for this loss uf 
balance, hv seamed to indicate, was the 
raising of uur struggle fund, which he 
callec bitchery.* You may have heard 
of this bisarre incident. At the present 
stjge of oui struggle to get our long 
standing legitimate demands met. this 
episode cannot be ignored. The union 
cunsidera it necessary to point out to 
the Exprvss employees and all those 
intvresrud in the welfare and freedom 
of journalism, the significance of this 
incident. 

**Shn bliourie puses as a fighiar 
against fu.scism and a champion of 
human rights. In the long process of 
negotiations in which he hns taken part 
on thv side of (hv munagemem. he has 
not been able to argue seriously (hat 
any one of the union’s demands is 
unjustified. On the contrary, he agreed 
that thv demands were genuine. His 
problem is that he is not able to stand 
up to the proprietor of the Indian 
Kxpress. He has therefore comprum- 
i.sed with his much vaunted principles 
and agreed lo serve his empi^er by 
trying to wreck the Indian Ffxpress 
Employees’ Union... 

“Shri Shourie is threatening to get 
the employees’ demands met outside 
the union. Let him explain why he has 
taken up the assignment of crushing 
the union if he is in a position to accept 
the demands—the same demands 
which he discussed with the union for 
months...Union wrecking is attempted 
by the management when it tries to but 
cannot stop the employes from deman* 
ding their dues. Shri ^ourie is now the 
proprietor's executor of a dirty job very 
familiar in trade union history...*' 

E. Dnsgupis, A^ew £>o/hi 


A common friend drew my arcencion to 
Arun Shourie's interview to facers, 
reproduced in Sunoav. As always I 
gJanced srith great interest through 
what Amn had to say. And as aJways 
Anin has spoken for the record. Permit 
me to set it right in regard to just one 
small pan in which he mentiona—and 
miiquotee—me. 1 am referring to the 
foUowini paragraph: 


“The third small ankle had jusi five 
or six peragrapbs. I had done (he article 
called Second Cdntidenct. It was 
a converaatwo. li was on Sanjay's death 
anniversary, li was meant as an in* 
nocuous middle. The previous evening 
about KMS Chandra Sekharsaid lo me. 
'Are hast rets taankb hat.* The first 
para was of just two lines. It said. *1 can 
testify to but iwo coincidences in my 
life. Here I shall report the second * 
This is jusi a way of teasing the reader 
who would wonder whni is the first 
coincidence lliat was all. And ii went 
on to narrate the incidents It was just a 
small little tease. I sent ii .The assistant 
editor, Sumer Kaul. crossed oul the 
first three lines and wrote on it letrness 
To A Prophecy, as if I was writ log for B. 
V Rmnan's Astroloeicol Afagarine' So 1 
sent him a nice fiitle message: 'Be 
reasonable. Do it my way.’ He said, 
'Perfectly all right. 1 cut it out for this 
reason. I H^ee chat this can be a lease 
But you know, NihaJ Singh is very 
sensitive. Now that the anicle has 
passed through him,—I had cut it out 
innocenily^Dut he has approved it. 
Please tell him ’ 

Arun knows me well enough to know 
that I do not cut out anything “in* 
nocently,'* and have never done so in 
ail the ten years I have edited the 
Express edit page. The cuts I make are 
eitner for reasons of space or because 
the poriions/sentences/words con* 
cerned are libellous or factually mcor* 
rect or repetitious or irrelevant or 
unintelligible or*-Arun knnwx thi^ 
sheer nonsense In the 'middle’ in aucs 
lion, Arun never said anything abvul 
his opening sentences being “just e way 
of leasing the reader,’' and therefore 
there was no (luestinn uf my agreeing ur 
disagreeing with him on inai point In 
fact, whatever discussion took place on 
thac article between Arun and me was 
almost entirely through written mes¬ 
sages since he was in Bangalore at the 
time. Here is what actually transpired. 
Erojn Arun Shourie, Bangalore 
To Mr Sumer KauJ, Delhi 

My dear Sumer. 

I am sending you a middle for 22 
June, the anniversary oi the great 
crash. 1 wrote it last evening, anxious 
that you clear and schedule it before 
you eo on leave for surely after you 
the deluge. Let me know if it passes 
your Standards. 

I sent him a message bn the teleprinter 
saying (hat I had received (he article, 
made some chants and passed it on to 
the chief editor. Whereupon he sent me 
the foUowuM note: 

My dev &iner, 

I will hate you for ever cf you make 
any changes. The literal truth is ira- 
portani in this case, i am recording a 
bit of history. if it is totally 
unacceptable do let me know over 
the lefepnnier, I will shove it in 
Sunday Standard, 

So I sent him a note, listing the 
changes. 

Have deleted the Kripaleniique 
opening para; no other change ex* 
cept. on pag^ 'shall not com¬ 


mence’ becomes 'shall nor have com* 
menced,’ and in the next line, 'that 
such' becomes ’when.' And yes, the 
heading is (Yitness to a Pnphney. 
Hardly enough not to hate me fore* 
ver, wouldn't you say? 

On receiving this, Arun tried lo tele- 

C hone me but when he got through I 
id left the office. So he talked to a 
colleague and told him to request me to 
restore the heading and the opening 
lines. (There wes no question of un¬ 
doing (he other chants since (hose 
concerned elementaiy grammar.) He 
also seni me a note oy air container: 

My dear Sumer. 

No. No. No. For heaven's sake. Noll I 
The first para must remain. It isn't 
like KnpaUni but straight out of one 
of my favourite tele*ipinners: Borges. 
And so must the heading 
Here, with my compliments. Is what 
should be the motto among friends 
(he had cot primed the slogan, 'Be 
reasonable, do ii my way’). As 1 am 
I he first 10 have flung it. this time it 
should be my way. Lest you send the 
thinking back to me. 

I rveaUeu ihe middle from the typist 
and read out ihc deleted opening lines 
to two «enj«>r colleagues. They, lOO, saw 
no connectiun between Arun's imro 
and whai followed. So I sent the piece 
back for typing and sent the following 
mettage tu Arun. 

I sliTl feel thac ihe opening will gu 
wver the heads of the readers, just as 
none of us here could fathum it. 
Kelax. the deleiinn lakes away no* 
thing from your piece. 

KolJowed franiic lolcphone calls, rc* 
(luustmg me tu retain (he heading and 
me opening Unev I sent him the follow¬ 
ing message 

My dear Arun, 
llonesilyl 

I wem to Mr Nihal Singh. Since he 
had approved the cut, I had to ask 
him jf / could res lore it. He said nu. 
As a fnend I suggest you let it be. 
Just relax and enjoy yourself in 
salubrious Bangalore. Vou can uf 
course use the hot line (that is, ring 
up Nihal) bu( do ii only if you must. 
After this Arun came to Delhi and 
repealed thai he hod taken the opening 
linc» from his favourite (ale-spinner, 
and recommended Borges to me. 

'Tell me,’ I asked him, ’Who do you 
write for—the general run of readers or 
nan or two friend.*—in this case, those 
who may also have read Borge.f?‘ 
‘Keaders will understand, yar,’ was his 
reply. 

The next day he told me lhal Mr 
Nihal Bingh had refused lo restore the 
cuts and that he (Arun) was wlihdraw- 
ine the anicle and would send it some¬ 
where else. 

1 am almost sure Arun did not mean 
(0 misquote me. The words he put in my 
mouth probably arc words he would 
have liked to hear from me. But that is 
noi (ha way it happened. If I have 
narrated in detail what really hap¬ 
pened. it Is in deference to Arun^s 
devotion to literal truth—and to trivia. 
Sumer Kaui, New Oeihi 
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. What was simply a passion hidden in extremist hearts is now being openly 
' . 'demanded in Punjab. The ‘Give us Khalistan' sentiment has moved from the 
frfngQa tothe centre of the stage. In this extensive report we look attHecorriplex of 
*1^ yiewi and realities that make up the Punjab situation today. The recent riots in 
Pattali highlight the dangerous shapes that the current madness could assume. In 
the opening piece. TAVlIeN SINGH reports from Amritsar that Sant Bhindranwale 

and his followers seem to have taken over the movement. 
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P OAjib ii ruanlag out of 
time. Tho DodiioM Au«t 
•top. TlMre it no time left 
•ny more to etk wbo sierted 
it elJ end why, there U only 
lime left to esk whet cen be done to 
atop it. Already it li no looMr just a 
question of a few mdiviauai$> the 
medneM seems to have pick^ up a 
moment am of its own and much 
work will be required to halt its 
daoferous, disayins descent to nt^ 
where. By 2 May Patiala had witneS' 
sed the MIS ions of a dao^rous Sikh- 
Hindu not—and the signs were that 
it could only get worse tmless some' 
one found some answers. One answer 
that can never be is Khalisran. Keith* 
er can the centre seriously consider 
the demand that che Akali Dal has 
made in the Anandpur Sahib resolu¬ 
tion for a new Punjab where ‘‘the 
centre's interference would be ret* 
tricted to defence, foreign relations, 
currency and general communica* 
lion.” 

The whole question of official Aka* 
li demands has, in fact, been reduced 
to irrelevance, because it is no lon¬ 
ger clear what they want. The gener¬ 
al public can, therefore, not re^y be 
blamed for believing that it makes 
no difference whether the demands 
are conceded or not because the 
agliaiion—now called the dbar- 
jjnyi/dA—will continue anyway, till 
the Sikhs get their own “state.” If 
this is not in the shape of a fChalis* 
tan. Chen at least a state in which 
Sikh culture, Sikh religion and Sikh 
thought would dominate. 

This was said to me, in so many 
words, by almost everwne 1 met in 
Aoifitser from Btlbir Singh Sandhu 
to Sant Harchand Singh Longowal. 
The only difference was that where¬ 
as the president of the Akali Dal 
said, *'We want the autonomy that 
we hev3 asked for in the Anandpur 
Sahib resolution,* the secretary 
general of the Khalisian movement 
said, *We want Khalistan because 
we saw chat the Punjabi $ube gave 
the Sikhs nothing and we know that 
even if the Ananopur Sahib demands 
ara conceded in full, che Sikhs will 
still get nothing.” 

I arrived in Amritsar the day after 
the shooting of DIG Avtar Singh 
Atwal and che unfortunate, innocent, 
11 year old, Vihnderjit. The atmos¬ 
phere of the city was troubled and 
tense and inside the Golden Temple 
aree, around che Guru Nanak Nivas, 
there was an undercurrent of vkk 
lence, as if at any minute they were 
expecting an aicack by ihe police. 
Several people even admitced this. 
What w<^d happen then, I asked. 
‘‘We are ready ror them." came die 

reply. “There will be a masMcrv.* 

AJJ current Sikh chinking, at least 
the kind chat one can hear, emanates 
from two old-fashioned, white¬ 
washed buildings which stand side 
by side facing one of the entrances to 
ine Golden Temple. One buildi 
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The Akali DaTs links 
with the Congress(I) 



Sant t.on/io^ol fright) 4nd Tohru 


I t has ioHK bvan sditi thar in Pun 
idl> the Akah» Hnd the Con^re^ 
&(l) huve ulwuy^ ^itfcKuardvd each 
othei’v mtcresw. The links bee ween 
iliesc (w(» parties do indeed back 
over I he years In the Fifties, dur 
inp the time of the AkoJi suba 
apiatinii. the late Mr Praiao Singh 
Kairun clearly impresseu upon 
Jjwiiliarlal Nehru that it would be 
poUticnlly Wise to let a Sikh chief 
minister <orr out the prublems of 
the Akalis. The centre agreed and 
Ml Khii'oii nut merely dexterously 
kept the Akali aeilation alive, but 
he also retained nis position as the 
chief minoiter by showing the cen* 
ire that he cnulJ firmly handle the 
Akalis. in .ictviality. of course, he 
wan never interested in crushing 
the ugiiaium. Other chief ministers, 
too. followed the same strategy 
with one or the other section of the 
Ak.ilis. They would foment trouble 
in the state and then impress the 
centre with a ^reat show of contain¬ 
ing the strife, in order to cover their 
Idilnre in other administrative 
€ircas. 

Many of the presunt Sikh leaders 
in the Congressd) are known to 
hove once associated themselves 
with the Akalis m their Punjabi 
sul>j demand. Punjab was formed 
in 1966 and from that year till 1972, 
theie was political instability in the 
state, as politicians flirted from one 
parly (o (he next. Giani Zail Singh 
(now the President of India), left 
the Akalis to join (he Congress and 
iH'came the chief minister in 1972. 

Giani Zac I Singh was a prscharak 
of the SGPC and has had close links 
in iho Akali Dal. During his chief 
ministership ho had won over Akali 

Ic-ders like O. S Tohra, J. S. Tal- 
wandi and J. S. Umranangal and he 
could cxeicisc considerable influ* 
ence on the activities of the Akalis. 
lie even supported Prakasb Singh 
Rada]—lo clieck the influence of 
bis own rivals like H. S. Brar. He 
had also wun over Baba Santa 
Singh, thu Ramgarhia Nihang, With 

t8 


all these close contacts with the 
Akalis, Giani Zail Singh had proved 
(o Mrs Indira Gandhi that he was 
competent to deal effectively with 
the Akali>. The famous Ana'ndpur 
Sahib resolution which was passed 
in 1974. was also during the tenure 
of Cianijj's chief ministership. 

In 19/7 when the government 
came to power a hue and cry was 
raised to prosecute Ciani Zail Smgh 
lot his alleged corrupt practices as 
the chief minister Detween 1972 
and 1977. However, it is well known 
chat Prakash Singh BadaPs govern* 
ment was not really interested in 
investigating the charges, largely 
because of inc support Cainiji nad 
extended to him during his chief 
ministership. 

In I960, when the Con^ssd) 
won the elections. Gain! Zail Singh 
did not return as the CM of the 
state; Darbara Singh, his rival in 
Punjab politics did. Darbara Singh 
realised the need to prove to the 
centre (hat he could effectively 
control the Akalis. Therefore, he 
lost no lime m supporting the Akali 
Dal (Talwandj) to make it an ade<iu* 
ate rival to the Akali Dal <Longow* 
at). He also won over the group of 
Nihangs of Baba Kahan Singh. But 
It is believed (hat Giani Zail Singh, 
who had better connections in both 
factions of the Akali Dal. managed 
to convince the Akalis to start an 
agitation against Darbara Singh's 
government. Darbara Scn^. in his 
turn. IS said to have urged the Akali 
Dal (T> to Sturt an agitation in Delhi 
for the implemenrattoR of the 
Anandpur Sahib resolution. Thus, 
rivalries wirhin the Congressfl) 
only encouragtid Akali activities in 
the state. 

And finally, (he story of how the 
ruling party supported Sant Bhin- 
dranwaJe is well known. However, 
what the Congresi(Ji did not realise 
their was that their own creation 
would, one day. turn against them. 

Jagmeet Uppal 


wan Pnbaadhak Cominitiae and 
the other, the Guru Hanak Nivas, 
houses Sant Bhindranwale in room 
47, with at least 200 of his followers, 
and Balbir Singh Sandhu in room 32. 

If there is anyone who still be* 
lieves that it is the Akali Dal and not 
Sant Bhindranwale who is calling the 
shots, they ^ould visit the Golden 
Temple and find out for themselves. 
Bhindranwale's being in command 
can in fact be the only reason for the 
vacillation in the Akali stand. 

Not so long ago in the Rajya Sabha 
the Cri(M) leader. Mr Harkishan 
Singh SurjeeT. ^old this correspun* 
dent that during the la^i round of 
tripartite talks, difference.s had been 
narrowed down to almo.sr nothing 
and had the government not pulled 
out at the last minute, there would 
have been an agreement. In the 
Akali Dal office in Amritsar, this 
view was reiterated by ex-MP Mr 
Ramoo Walia. The whole problem of 
Punjab could be sidved in 19 mi* 
nutes. he said, if the Pnmc Minuter 
wanted it to be Wved. The Akulis, 
according to him. were no longer 
insisting on the Anandpur Sahib re* 
solution: all that they wanted wan 
(he water dispute settled by being 
sent to the Supreme Court iiud fur a 
decision on the status <d Chniidigarh. 

How'ever. a very vii jI in.m did not 
quite agree that a solution was as 
easy as that. Sant Bhindranwale said 
categorically that the tihararnyudh 
morchg would only end when the 
demands in the Anandpur Sahib lo 
solution were conceded in full. When 
it was puinted out that even (he 
Akalis were no longer insisting on 
(his ha said (see interview) that this 
was simply not true end if it was then 
Sant Langowal should say so in front 
of him. 

Later. Sant Langowal did not deny 
chat they wanted ihc autunomy that 
they had asked for in the Anandpur 
Sahib resolution. But he seemed re¬ 
luctant tu spell out exactly what he 
meant. The position was clniified o 
little by Harmind.u Singh Sandhu 
(sea interview) who said that they 
did not want Khalistan because they 
felt that (he line In the Anandpur 
Sahib resolution "which speaks of 
creating such a dosh where the sepa* 
rata Sikh identity, nationhood and 
thought would be developed is suffi¬ 
cient." So, a kind ul Khalisturi, a sort 
of Sikh state within the boundaries 
of India is in fact what the Akalis 
now want. This should not be 
obscured hv debates on the water 
dispute ano the Chandigarh issue. 

As for the Anandpur Sahib rusolu* 
tion Itself, (here is some confusion 
about whether the one currently 
being diatribuTed by the Akalis is in 
fact (ha original one (adopted on 
16*17 October 1973 at Anandpur 
Sahib) which spoke clearlv about the 
Sikhs being a nation. The English 
version of the resolution given to this 
correspondent by Sant Longowal 
states at the very beginning that 
"The Shiromani Akali Dal aims at 



groozoiiig tbe Sikhs utto « strong and 
sturdy nation, highly educated, fully 
aware of its fundamental rights, very 
well versed in various ans and ever 
ready to honour the more outstand* 
ing of its sons.** The words *'Sikh 
nation’* are used again in paragraph 
two; '*The Shiromani Akab Dal re* 
gards the educationalists, scientists, 
philosophers, writers and artisu of 
the Sikh nation as its most msed 
assets, “ Then on page 20 the political 
goat of the Akali Dal is stated: **11ie 
riindamenti) policy of the Shiromani 
Akali Dal is to seek the realisation of 
this birthrjght of the Khalsa throttgh 
creation or congenial environment 
jnd a political setup.** 

Under a sub'heading, *Por attain' 
ment of this aim', there is a list of 
<evan points of which point 1 is 
divided into A, B and C. 1(A> relates 
to merging Punjabi'making areas 
around Hun5ab with l^njab and <B) 
$av4, ’'In this new Punjab and in 
otner state.s the centre's interference 
would be restricted to defence, fore* 
tgn relations, currency and general 
communication, all other depart* 
ments would be in the jurisdiction of 
Punjab (and other states) which 
would be fuiJv entitled to frame its 
own laws on tnese subjects for admi* 
nistraiion. For the above depart* 
ments of (he centre, Punjab and 
other states contribute in prorortion 
to representation in the Perlia* 
ment,” 

So when the Akali Dal speaks of 


autonomy what is meant is absolute 
autonomy: to quote Harmindar 
Sin^ Sandhu a^n, a status similar 
TO tnat of KepaT He did not seem to 
realise that Nepal was actually a 
separate country. Nobody could 
poMbly dispute tnat in Punjab, as in 
other Indian statea, there u a viul 
need for greater autonomy for the 
state. Hiat, however, is e separate 
question of the re-examinaiion of the 
whole question of centre state rela* 
tions. 

In Punjab the real tragedy is that 
because of the interference of peo* 
pie like Bhindrenwele, and the loom* 
mg shadow of Khabsian, the auton* 
omy demand has become deeply 
mixed with religion so that it has 
come across as a demand for Sakh 
independence. The Akali Dal sowed 
such seeds with all their talk in the 
Anandpur Sahib resolution of "a 
Sikh nation* and Bhindrenwele and 
his followers have merely carried the 
idea one stm further. Perhaps Sant 
Bhindranwale's thinking has some* 
thing to do with his educational 
limitations. A fifth class pass, a vil* 
lage preacher, he finds it easier to 
understand religion than economics, 
politics or autonomy. When this re* 
porter asked the Sant about his poll* 
tical and economic views his answers 
were bnef, "We support the policy of 
the Akali Parry.” in complete con* 
trast were his replies on religion or 
the Mulm being perpetrated on the 
Sikhs; he could continue talking 


A lthough Sant Longowal remains 
the formal '^dictator" of the 
dbatrunyudh morchM it is Bhindran* 
wale who is the de facto leader. The 
volunteers who gather at the Akal 
Tekht every day to vow to be pre* 
pared to die for the cause, go first to 
get the blessings of Sant Bhindran* 
wale. Then they tie pieces of saffron 
cloth on their heads (kesor being the 
auspicious colour to wear when 
going to war) and first visit (he 
Golden Temple after which they col* 
lect below tne Akal Takht (literally 
(he throne of the timeless one). 
There a jaihedar of the SGPC makes 
them take a vow that from that day 
onwards they will be prepared to 
give their lives for the service of the 

S anrh: “Mem sir aj to psnih nu hasir 
•j" (panrii means tne Sikh com* 
munity). 

The jathedar explains to them (he 
meaning of whai they are doing. 
**What this means la tnat when the 
president of the Akali Dal sands for 

K »u, you have eight hours in which to 
•ve everything you are doing and 
turn up to do wnatever ha asks you 
to. Remember that nothing else will 
be considered aa important as this--- 
whether some young man is getting 
married or engaged or anything, you 
have to leave whatever you are 
doing.” 

On Baisakhi when the first batch 
was sworn in, there were 31,500 


: 






vvlunt^rs; since then around 200 
volunteers are being sworn in every 
dav. The words o£ the vow seem lo be 
deliberately ambiguous so that a lot 
of the volunteers seem to think that 
they are taking a vow f<ir the protec* 
tioit of Sikhism. Most of them are 
simple villagers who understand 
very little about the Anatidpur Sahib 
resolution. What th^ have been 
made to understand is that Sikhism 
ifi someliciw m danger. 

The other tragir aspect of what is 
happening m Punjab is that the 
Sikhism tho people are being i.a1led 
upon to die tor is a complete distor¬ 
tion of the original religion. Kvery* 
thing is bring done in ^e name of 
the Kbalsa hut there is no real under¬ 
standing of what that word means 
bcyniid the outer manifestations as 
expressed in the five Ks. 

(hiru (iovind Singh is no longer 
I erne m bo rod as a man who above 
being a good Mildirr was a great 
philosopher and a m;in of deep toler 
once. It has been forgotten for inst¬ 
ance that It was he who wrote 
**fshwar, allah tore nAam, sab ko 
MnniAti de hlugwaii.*' And that he 
idsn wrote. "Hindus and Muslims are 
one. The same l^rd is creator and 
jinuri.slier id all. Kccognisc no dis* 
I Inc lion Iwrwoeii thorn The temple 
ami the miisquc are the same. Puja 
und namaz are the same All men are 
one, it is through error that rhev 
appear different .. Allah and Abhelc 
ure the same, the Pur anas and the 
Korim are the same. Thev are all the 
creation of the One" (Akal 

Osttit). 

The Sikhism rhac is being nurtured 
a;id developed hv the various politic¬ 
al and religious leaders cuneniJy 
re siding in the (>olden Temple, is a 
reiigmn of bigotry and ritual. Guru 
Gimiid Singh’s concept of a Khalsa 
was not that of a man who would 
have attacked Niraiikaris. for inst* 
once, for rheir beliefs, whatever (hey 
may have been. In any case this new 
Sikhism has l>cen carefully mixed 
with political and economic de¬ 
mands. of which mure than a few are 
genuine. The end product is a truly 
dangerous brew which could well 
destroy Punjab. 

W hat can bo dune to slop this? 

When we come to this it is 
simply not possible to avoid mention* 
ing the incompetence, indifference 
and .sheer idiocy of the Cnngressfl) 
in Its handling of Punjab. In fact, if 
anyone can really ho accused of 
being the root cause of the state’s 
current difficulties, it is not Bhin- 
d ran wale or the Akali party but our 
very own ruling party. 

The story is an old one, but it is 
worth recounting m brief. Prakash 
Smgh Badal had run a fatrJy efficient 
government and the Congressfl), 
when it came back ro power in 19$0, 
was not sure whether rh^ would be 
able to defeat the Akalis (n the state 
elections. When various efforts to try 
and split the Akalis failed, somebody 
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Pawari KitmarSh^rmn, president of the 
fbndu Suriksha Smmtty, wHq had orga* 
n/sed the ff jmnavjmr procession which 
fed to rioiiap in Par/aie on 2 May. Air 
Sharmd was an unenrp/oyed youth idl 
he became 4 member of the Congres- 
Mil He J» believed to be a close 
•ssocjore of Amrinder Singh, who j« 
aspiring to become the next chief 
mtnistvr Ilf Punjab. Mr Sharma consid¬ 
ers himself ro be o Hindu answer to 
Sant Bh/ndrenwaie. _ 

thought of the idea of propping up an 
obscure man called Bhindranwale 
who had been heard about now and 
then because of his outbursts against 
the Nirankans. 

According to Coagress(l) sottrees, 
ir was the combination of San jay 
Gandhi and Zail Singh (who had his 
own personal war to fi^t with Dar* 
bare Singh) which resulted in the 
build-up Bhindranwale initially got. 
Anway, the net result was that they 
did such 4 good job of building him 
up that he l^ame bigger than them 
and has today become bigger than 
the Akalj party as well. 

Today, he has taken over the Akali 
movement He provides the mass 
appeal and his own limited kind of 
spiriiual preaching; and adopts their 
official policy in return. He also has 
with him a large section of the Akali 
party's youth wing and a handful of 
former Naxalites who are believed to 
be among his closest advisers. The 
new, militant, aggressive and in* 
creosingly religious image of the 
Akali party has the definite stamp of 
Bhind ran wale’s style of functioning. 

Any future talks between the 
Sikhs and the Centre would there* 
fore necessarily have to include him 
or at least his representatives. Of 
course, the government has the 
alternative of arresting him since 
there are several charges against 
him; but unfortunately there is a 
large section of Sikhs in Punjab who 
do not believe that he is either an 
extremist or a criminal, and (hey 
would become violent if they felt 
that Bhindranwale was being mar- 
cyred. In any case, lop ptioriiy «i the 
moment must go to finoing a solution 
to the present impasse and some 
means of ending the dhnnimyudb. 

But it became overwhelDiin|ly ob¬ 
vious after a visit to Amritsar &r on 
no account should any force be used 
by Delhi. Enou^ ordinary, second- 
rate men have been made Into mar¬ 
tyrs by unthinking police buliets- 


What is required now is a more 
intelligent approach- Bhindranwale 
must oe controlled through a mix* 
ture of reasoning and some gentle 
coercion. If he nas some genuine 
rievances, for instance if some of 
is men have been unnecessarQy 
arrested, then this should be set 
right. And where he is being un¬ 
reasonable and inflammatory he 
must be persuaded to cut it out. The 
Congressd) is perhaps the best judge 
of how (his can be done; he is, after 
all, originally, ^eir own creature. 

Talks should beein immediately 
with the Akalis ana they should be 
asked to call off their ahararnyudh 
morcha till the talks are concluded. 
They must be asked to clarify exactly 
what they want and the government 
must tell them clearly what they can 
get and what is out of the question. 

The Akalis must be tolo ro end 
their open protection of known Kha- 
listen supporters like Balbir Singh 
Sandhu, and they must he persuaded 
to be less communal in their 
approach to the Punjab problem. For 
instance, the pamphlet that they are 
distributing to explain why they 
have started the dnaramyuo)i mor¬ 
cha bemns with. “Valiant Khalsaji; ft 
is well known that the l>ikhs. as a 
minority, have been di.scnminated 
against and have been meted out the 
treatment of second arade citizens in 
India for the last 3$ years." 

The Conpessd) has not shown any 
great intelligence so far; typical was 
US attitude during the Asian Games- 
Whenever one asked ordinary Sikhs 
about why they felt they were discri¬ 
minated against they invariebly 
brought up the fact that nobody with 
a beard and turban was allowed into 
Delhi during the Asian Games. This 
kind of mistake must never be repe¬ 
ated; it has caused unbelievable 
damage. Political parties, especially 
the national opposition parties, must 
stop using Punjab to either fish in 
troubled waters or to make Punjab 
the graveyard of the ruling party. 
Punjab is not Mrs Gandhi’s problem; 
it is India's. 

One of the worst things that has 
happwed is the division of the state 
into Sikhs and Hindus with an ever 
widening gap of hatred and commun¬ 
al tension Mtween them. Some of 
this is the direct result of the emerg¬ 
ence of people like Bhindranwale 
but the rest has definitely been cre¬ 
ated by political parties and vested 
interests. Hie BjP’s involvement in 
the Patiala riots was clear from the 
very first day. 

When the agiuiion for declaring 
Amritsar a holy city was started, a 
procession was taken out by Hindus 
in which lighted i^arettes were car¬ 
ried on kirpans. Tne slogans raised 
included "KaccK Kada, fiirpan, enoo 
bhejo Pakistan.** this is stmething 
that has never been forgotten by the 
Sikhs of Amritsar, and was men¬ 
tioned as evidence of Hindu com* 
mimalism by virtually everyone in 
the Golden Temple. ComnunaUsai, 





either Sikh or Hindu, and the state’s 
entire drilt towards destruction can 
only be stopped if rational members 
of both cummiioities realise that 
they have a definite role to play in 
countering the madness. 

Hindus lend to be suspicious of 
any Jemandh for autonomy made in 
Punjab becriu^e they immediately 
regard them as a veiled demand for 


Khalistan. If tbev could uoderstaod 
once and for all that there will never 
be a Khalistan then they would 
perhaps be more traMthetic be* 
cause some of the Sifcb demands are 

S snuine. As for people like Balbir 
ingh Sandhu and Jagjit Singh 
Chauhan, they have little more than 
entertainment value. To auote a 
member of the Akali Dal, man 
who puts up his Khalistan board 


inside a locked room i$ hardly likely 
to coma out into the field and fight.^ 
Finally, of course, Sikhs in Punjab 
and in the rest of the country must 
accept that there can never be a 
Khalistan. To partition India again 
would require the intervention of act 
army better than India’s or more 
likely the joint forces of iho United 
States ana USSR. Since this is a 
remote possibility, so is Khalistan. 


‘Punjab IS the land of fighters, 

saints and lovers* 

Amrita Pritam. noted writer and Jnanpith award winner tells MAOHU JAIN 


. U’h.n <A» vow ihtnk ubour rhe 
• 4 orfci'/w of ^ikhs n st'/wrare 
f/oiv wtoiJii you tivfine 

<|iiorn •' 

A I WMiihi 4k<tim* U aciording to 
l.;tni;iiagv and culture. 
ij: '/ih'ii how ivr)ohf iZ/ffe* 
nrUMfe* hMU'oi ti ,1 Poitjahi flintfii 
anW H Sikhy 

A l«j inv inirui ivligmii is a very 
l>iitv itUil privau' thing Pure and 

t nrsuiidl liu statv ot rnind, the 
ic'.’iunful si.ire of mold. For {>eopk* 
(o urukTHi^iui ilu^ ^upstiun of reh* 
git»n w«« vtU h:ivo to Ro back to 
.mcirnr tiinov ih** Vodas—lo the 
ongio of ilfuiiini .muI the concept of 
ic'hi'iun. For insi.iiice. there arc «n 
nt.iny wimiK whKli arc now so mis* 
Mn(Uo**(ood I'm e>:tmplc» .v^ytyai 
(juoHi, >or Hu* outer svmbuN. They 
wore confide red us .ihhjrtjyu. the 
Hr«ue (d trind .top ni the wnrd. 
whew .ildwu<(\.i suiitv These were 
rbc oKiU‘t sviuliols, for laample, 
fire -v<4xy;r—w*is the bxirning quest 
for (he uinm.Ke. Likewi.se. pu.chc/* 
IkiIi. didn't cnean rhut 

you vs oil id t.ikt the .miinuls and cut 
off tficir homK in tli«? temples. The 
word ptJ.sZiw vou will have io under 
stumi was used foi the form ol 
poetry, rhZi.in That was called 
pusho. the earner. That was the 
reason, thov called it r>mhu...even 
hunum brings were sailed psrmar* 
ma (go«i) kit pus/ia That means he 
couM carry the word within him¬ 
self: the some way the form of 
poetry, ch/ion. was called puahu 
and piiHhiibdfi meant that you 
should cut I he form of the pueiry 
and go deep into the meanings... 
And people took these things liter* 
uUy. instead of symbolically. 

Q: Do you tit ink people are now 
lost ill symbols, in sirc/i things as 
the size of r/ic kirpan they should 
carry, etc-? 

A: Ail the symbols. One need not 
metuiuii one symbol or the other. 
We iiave reduced our chinking to 
the outer form and have forgotten 
the stale of mind and soul. 

Q: Du you think that state should 
be separate from rtligivn? Are the 


two being mixed up in Punjab? 

A. As 1 said before, religion is a 
very nersonal thing. Actually, the 
church and state collaborated to 
enslave the people. The state en* 
sieved them physically and the 
church enslaved cne man's soul. So 
it IS a collaboration... 

Q: There might besomerb/rrgelse 
which continues ro irritate the 
fiikhs: the f/indus per^i^t to sa.vjng 
tbiii Stkhs are fhndu . The Sikhs 
rcsenr this.. 

A: Actually we M bel 'Hg to the 
Mill uf this coil' y, W« may be 
Muslim, we ma »e Sikh, it is a 
question of pcTs«inal principles. 
Sikhjsm was a good crtncept to hght 
the evik of the country, to fight the 
oppressors, (he invaders. There was 
no quorum of caste and erved. 
Anybody who believed in those 
principles could join ihat army. 
And It was a beautiful thing. 

Q: Do you think that Jt is a 
problem ni identity for rhe Sikhs? 

A; Actually, it should be a prob* 
fom of language and licerature. 

Q: Do you think that the Sikf 
demands are irrarxona/? 

A: The demands may be genuine, 
such as those fur water, and adequ¬ 
ate fertilisation of the land or other 
facilities. But this should be ihe 
common demand from all the 
people. 

Q: Hindus tend to make a tot of 
jokes about the Sikhs .. This must 
be huniag their sentiments. 


4mr»r» PnVaf# 



A; There are jokes about oibciN . 
the Jains. Even in the socialist 
countries ihcie arc beautiful jokes 
about communi:^m 
Q: I was tafkinp to some of tiie 
younger pvopie . The young bo vs, 
for instance, resent In-ing feased in 
school uhiiui their long hair,, 

A: That's wronu fun the part ofi 
the people who lease... Aitoallv 
Punjab Is ihc land of verv pKul 
fighters, sainiN .lud luvers. Ihoy 
actually saved the country AM the 
invaders came through I’unjiUi. 
And if Punjabis were not (here to 
fight them, the country wuuld have 
been enslaved ceuiuries ugu. • 
Mostly, 1 find that Sikhs are very 
honest—the commun workers, like 
taxi drivers (uie honesM. 

Q: Do vou iliink a rift is taking 
/>/jce berwet'o (he ffuicfus u/iif thi- 
Sikhs? 

A: I think nirs are created bv 
some pi'ople.. Ihe ciimmon man 
wants to hve in peace 
Q: How do }fHI «*vp/ei/i the rise <g 
Sant 0/rrn<//a/rH,'rl«*^ 

A: [ don’t know hem perscnaJlv. 
There is always si Vise’ of some 
people from tune i«» time 
D; What «iJuM y<iv sav is essvu- 
tiany the dUfcrvoct' iK-twoen a Sik li 
and a Puniahi Hindri? 

A; The differencr* is a very f'cr* 
sonal thing.... hniih is very person¬ 
al. We had wonderful Sufi poets in 
Punjab. Sufism flourished in Pun¬ 
jab. The Kig-Vedus were wricien on 
the banks of the five rivers.*’ 

Q: Do you think that tins talk ol 
Khahsian is going to lead any- 
where? 

A: 1 Can’t understand politics. I 
always deal with people on the 
human leveL For example, I visited 
a place in Russia, a big school with 
children from all the republics, ami 
to keep their identity intact, diffe 
rent oresses were made for the 
children according to their cuhure. 
They spoke their respective mother 
longues. So, one can keep one’s 
identity and be a good Indian, and 1 
would like to say. a guod human 
being. 
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; Whet do you Aave to soy ebout 
^the killing of the dIg, Mr 
Atwel? 

A' It ha« the air a carefully 
planned palace coup, it not the 
work of some over-emotional Sikh. I 
see behind it the hand of an expert* 
enced Congresad) politician. There 
are two reasons for it, first to give 
the Sikhs who are fighting for a real 
cause a bad name and second* it has 
been done to destroy the tradition 
that an attack in this particular 
place (the Durbar Sahib) will be 
considered an attack on the entire 
Sikh community. 

Qt Whet comment do you want to 
make on the home mmisrer*s .*ra re¬ 
man r that you sAouM he rhrown our 
of the Guru Nanak Sivas and hand 
ed over to the government since 
you talk openly ebout e free Kha- 
list an? 

A: To calk about freedom for the 
Khalsa quooi is the fundamental 
right of eve^ Sikh. It is a right that 
he gets in his heritage. Whether we 
are in Guru Nanak Nivas, whether 
in an underground office some* 
where or among the rural people, 
we will keep making this demand 
till we get Khalistan. 

Anybody who is working for 
the Khalsa raj cannot be thrown out 
because it would be considered (by 
the people) as an act against the 
Sikh auom. 

Q: But the Altai is have said over 
ana over again that they do not 
beiieve at all in Khalistan. 

A; You should ask those who say 
this that jf chev do nor believe in 
the Khalsa and in the Khalsa caj 
then what do they mean when they 
calk about the Khalsa as an aiad 
hasti and when they talk about the 
Khalsa's victory (bolbala). What is 
left of the meaning of Jahan jahan 
Khalsaji sahJb, tahan tahan rac* 
chaya rehat' (Wherever there is the 
Khalsa he will protect the guotn). 
Ask them. This is the responsibility 
of the Khalsa (literally the pureX to 
do this. It is a right given to the 
Khalsa in our scriptures. 

Q' How did the saying 'Raj 
kareyga khalsa' originate? 

A: When we were fighting the 
Moghuls, the soldiers used to go 
into the field of battle with the war 
cry ‘Jo boley so nihal sat Sri Aka! 
and (hey would then say *Raj 
Kareyga Khalsa’ (the Khalsa wUl 
rule) to give themselves determina* 
tion. This is something that Sikhs 
are taught in their childhood. It is 
given to them in their gurhri the 
tirsl tip of liquid given to a new* 
born). This is why during (he iode* 
pendence struggle of 1947 the Con* 
grots Party hadaecided to give the 


Sikh community an area to them* 
selves where they could be able to 
keep alive tbeir independent tradi* 
(ions. 

Q: They didn’t speak ebour a 
separate country 

A: Let's make one thing clear, if 
they had at that lime talked about a 
separate country then we would 
have taken it. fhat the Sikhs did 
not themselves ask tor a separate 
counts was their mistake and we 
are still suffering for that mistake. 
But even without asking for a sepu* 
rate country, the Sikh leadership 
had got the centre's leadership to 
agree, and Jawaharlal Nehru also 
said so. that in the north they would 
have no objections to the Sikhs 
being given certain special rights. 

Q: You mean like in KesAnirr? 

A: We don't believe that the 
special status that has been given 
to Kashmir is special at all. Poor 
Kashmir, it has really been conde* 
mned to a life of slavery. This 
Article 370 is nothing, this can be 
ended at any time with a slight 
change in the Constitution of Inoia. 
But the Sikhs had been promised 
special rights in their own special 
region. When ihe Sikhs realised 
that leave alone a special place 
they were not even being consi¬ 
dered a separate quom, then among 
the youth and the intellectuals 
there began to be born the desire 
for (heir own homeland. Thai’s how 
the Punjabi .<uba demand started 
but after that was given nothing 
had changed and therefore there 
was the Anandpur Sahib resolution 
in 1973. We believe that lust as 
after the Puniabi sube the Suths got 
nothing, they will get nothing from 
the Anandpur Sahib resolution 
either. That's why we believe that 
there is no alternative but to have a 
sovereign state—an Aaad Khalis* 
tan; there is no alternative for the 

Sikhs. ____ 

Salbir Singh Sandhu 


Hew much support do you 
think you have from the average 
Sikh? 

At On 4 November 1982, the Shir- 
omani Akali Dal had a very big 
convention at Manji Sahib, iliere 
were about 7S,000 chosen Sikhs, 
people who understand politics and 
they all recognised Khalistan and 
for at least an hour there was 
discussion on Khalistan and over 
and over again slogans were raised 
in favour ^ Khalistan. At> far as 
our own membership is concerned, 
we can say with pride and certainty 
that if at this very spot the Akali 
Dal took a referendum among the 
ordinary Sikhs, they would find 
that almost ell of them were in 
favour of Khalistan. We challenge 
them (o do it. If the Akalis tay they 
are against Khalistan then the peo* 
pie will vote against (hem. This is a 
challenge from me to them, lot 
them have some sort of a referen* 
dum and let’s see what happens. 

O; When will there be Khalistan? 

A: It could lie by sunrise, it could 
take ten yeer.v. 

Q: Art Sant Bhindranwole and 
the Akalis with you? 

A: There’s one thing we want to 
make quite clear; Sant larnail Sing* 
hjl Khalsa Bhind ran wale has drawn 
the Sikh masses back towards the 
gtirbani and given them the 
strength to go back to following 
their old traditions, this has helped 
to create in their hearts a desire for* 
Khalistan. Where the Akali Dal is 
concerned, we feel (hat (his morcha 
(hat they have started in ihe name 
of the Anandpur Sahib resolution, 
this has also strengthened the de* 
termination among the people to 
have the Khalsa really rule. If the 
Akalis, or a group of them, betray 
the morche. then the people will 
lose faith in them and there would 
be a direct wave in favour of Kha* 
lisian. 

Q: What if ihe government gives 
them what they warrr and the mor¬ 
cha ends? 

A: The morcha will not end, not 
end, not end. Till there is a Khalsa 
raj the agitation will continue. 

Q: What if the government sends 
in the army to prevent the country 
from breaking apart? 

A: This government is nothing 
compared to the Moghul uvem* 
ment end now the time Is different; 
if ten Sikhs are killed you can hear 
about It all over the world. Then 
when men could be killed and cor* 
tured without anyone finding out, 
we weren't defeated by the 
Moghuls, and we won't be now even 
if they bring In their armies. 


‘There is: 


1 alternative to Khalistan’ 

Bafbir Srngh Sandhu told Sunday 




‘Nobody with a beard was allowed to 
enter Delhi during the Asiad’ 


What needs to be done to 
bring pence to Punjab? 

A: The i^overanient knows. 

Q: Will there be peace after your 
demands are met? 

A: TIiv j^ovcrnnient knows every- 
ihln#*,. 

Q- What me your demands? 

A: Our demands are dear. 

Is the piobient just of Chandi¬ 
garh Hiid wafer or are you xnsj^rjRg 
on the mitononiy requested in ine 
Anundpuf Sahih resolution? 

A: The Anondpur Sahib resolu* 
(ion is (he poUcy programme of the 
A kali party, all our demands have 
l>een okpiessed in it, (hat is what 
we lire ituhdnp for. 

Or }io it your demands are con¬ 
ceded there w/Vi U' iseace .. 

A: If Ihey atinounce (hat all nur 
demands ^avc been met why 
.should we fiphr? 

W>rcr(f«jy / saw your vofun* 
U'erv tor the dharamyoLlh being 
sworn in at the Akat Takht and 
immeduitely after the religious s/o* 
gen. Mo Ixifey m nihal\ there were 
pnlitUal shea IK hkv Shirnmani 
AkaJi Dal ^htfahad. tVh.v hatx* you 
rifixed pvUiics with religion in this 
fashion? 

A; We haven't mixed it. in Sikh¬ 
ism ixdttics jod rciiRion are (he 
same (hiiit^. iJhaktr and shakti are 
toKciher. shakii comes (hrouKh 
bhakti. Dn you know (hat (he name 
oF (he place where (he swearing-in 
is (Hkms place is (he Akal Takht 
(the throne of the timeless one. 
God). The (hrone of JeJhi tx the 
foo( of oppression and injustice but 
as against the takht of Delhi there 
is (he Akal laklu where we go (o 
resolve to fight injustice and to 
make sacrifices. 

Q: But yooVe rurned rhe gurud- 
wara jnro something to he used for 
political ends. 

A: What you don't understand is 
that we are using it for the right 
purpose. In the Granth Sahib i( is 
written that an evil king is like a 
butcher, it is your religious du^ to 
fight him. Kings, tigers, (he kings' 
agents and dogs—beware of them. 
The raja is Darbara Singh, the raja 
is Indira Gandhi. The Granth Sahib 
which is our guru has used very 
harsh words about evil rajas: when 
we bow our heads before the 
Granth Sahib we are supposed to 
make a resolve to fight 'euim* (in* 
justice). It is our dharam to protect 
the poor, oppressed masses from 
(he oppressor. 

Q: In the list nf demands that 
you Ve given me, you say that Sikhs 
are treated as second efass eitiaens. 
How are we second class citiaens? 


Sant H,S* Longowal 
told SUNDAY 

fVn a Sikh myseff and I've never 
felt this. 

A: You haven't? Do you live in 
this country? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Well, if you haven't found this 
out yei then what else are you going 
to find out. 

Q: That's why I would like you 'o 
ejrpfam to me I’d like to under- 
stand why you think we’re second 
ciuss citixens. 

A: Whenever (a represenlaiive 
of) (he A kali Dal goes to Delhi with 
0 demand, for ee^ demand he has 
to sacrifice at least lour or five 
men. When we look out a proces¬ 
sion to commemorate our martvrs. 
they killed four innocent men. then 
they pul resirictions on every other 
road. Is ii their (centre's) personal 
property? Does it not belong (o the 
country? Look what happened dur 
ing the Asiad; forget about our 
Sikhs, they didn't even spare the 
Congress Srkhx. Nobody with a 
beard was allowed to enter Delhi. 

Q: Don't you feel that there k 
oppression of Muslims and Hindus? 

A' Well even that Is bad. 

Q: So It is the governmenr that is 
had, it is not that they are espeexaf- 
ty spiteful to the Sikhs. 

At No. they are. Hindus and Mus¬ 
lims are not prevented from going 
down certain roads. 

? : Of course (hey are. 

: Absolutely not. 

Q: I'm only trying to understand 
how tha Sikhs are being treated any 
worse than the Hindus. 

A; T^e Hindus are not being 
treated badly, only the Sikhs are. 
Q: Give me some examples. 

A: There are hundreds, pick up 
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any newspaper and read. Look 
what happened during the Asian 
Games. 

Q: Yes. I agree with you there 
bur that was the first time that 
.Sikhs were treated in this way. 

A: Immediately after independ¬ 
ence when Sardar Paiel was the 
home minister he wrote letters de¬ 
scribing the Sikhk as a criminal 
people; they are here in the library. 

A Sikh is expected 

to be an inch teller and have an 
Inch wider chest before he Is taken 
into (he army whereas a Hindu can 
be smaller. You can find out from 
the army, this is e rule. 

Q: But this is only because the 
Sikhs are taller as a race. 

A; This is exactly what we’re 
trying to get Jndire Gandhi to 
accept', that we are a separate race. 

Q: You also talk about govern¬ 
ment jflier/erence m gurudwaras. 
Whar kind of interference do you 
mean? 

A: Did they not interfere to make 
Santokh Singh win? Did she (Mrs 
Gandhi) not change the act to make 
him president? Is this not interfer* 
encer 

Q: So besiceJIy your demands are 
fjsted in the Anandpur Sahib re¬ 
solution? 

A: I already told you that was the 
policy of the party. To it we add 
demands from time to time like for 
instance about the kirpan —without 
a kirpan a Sikh is not allowed to 
drink or eat... and they don't let us 

e t onto a plane from Amritsar to 
Ihi with a kiroan. 

Q: So 6asiVa//y there's no differ¬ 
ence between what Sant BhjVtdran* 
wale wants end what you want? 

A- The policy is (har of the Akali 
Dal, other Sikhs support it 
Q: But Bhindranwaie seems to 
have Joined you; he says he will 
leave the Guru Nanak Nivas only 
after the morcha ends. 

A: Sanr Jarnail Singh Bhindran* 
wale started his morena when they 
arrested two of his men—Amreek 
Singh and Thara Sin^; we added 
on (he Anandpur Sahib resolution 
and said we would also fight for 
that. We are also fighting for the 
innocent men who have been 
arrested. 

Qj This is what I mean, your 
pojxcy is now ihe same as Bhiudraii- 

wale’s. 

A: The policy is chat of the Akali 
Dal. Sant Jarnail Singh supports us, 
so do other mahapurush (holy men) 
like Sam Clarenawaley, Rarewala 
Sant, Nihang Singh Baba. Baba Har* 
nam Singh, they have all taken out 
Jeiiijs in our support. 
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‘The father of the Sikh nation is Guru 
Govind Singh, not Gandhi’ 


Harmindir Sineh Sandhu's name is 
mentioned in the Ust of 'extremistx' 
that the iiiivernment has given to the 
SOPC authorities, asking that they 
be extradited from the Guru Nanak 
Nivas. Sandhu. who is the general 
secretary of the A kali DaVs youth 
wing, the Sikh Students Federation, 
is an articulate, imease Jaw student 
who believes in the politics of Sant 
Bhindranwafe. There are at least iO 
cases against him and he has spent 
one in jail and a year m hiding 
in the Guru Nanak Nivas. 

e : Were you ever a Naxalite? 

A: Na. 

Q: Is jr /rue that a large number ot 
former Saxalitei have Joined Sant 
BhlndranwaleP 

A: Yes, (he imporuni ones ere now 
oH m jeii—Tersem Sin^h. Nacchetar 
SinKh, Amarjic Sinjih Chawla and 

others. • 

(>. Dr)n’r YOU find it strange that 
they shoula move from Marxism to 
religion? 

A: No. you see everything that 
(here i» in Marxism can be found in 
Sikh)sm -i( has more sncialism and 
c‘({uaJiiy (ban any other religion in 
the world. They found that even if 
they died as Nexalites (hey got no 
.sy(nf>arhy from the Sikh masses, 
whereas if they died for Sikhism 
(hey got all (he sympathy. 

Q: why do you fed so many young 
people have been attracted to Sant 
Bh indrmi wule ? 

A: You see for a while Sikh youths 
had turned their face away from 
Sikhism, mainly because the Akali 
leadership had become passive— 
they had adjusted to the s(><called 
democratic system. To be a Sikh and 
Co be young, necessarily means to be 
adventurous. Sant Bhindranwale 
offered us the adventure. 

Q: So if Bhfndrenivafe is the lead¬ 
er. then what about the Akah Dal? 

A' The Akali Dal is the political 
representative party of the Sikhs, it 
has a history of sacrifices. While the 
Sikh youths support Sent Bhindran¬ 
wale on religion, in a political sense 
they are hardcore Akalis. They can 
never move away from the policies of 
the Akali Party. 

Q.* So Bhindranwale and the Akalis 
are both saying the same thing? 

A: Yes, tRey are together and if 
there is any difference then it is the 
Sikh Students Federation which 
tries to bring them closer. 

Q: Elsewhere in the country most 
youths are inclined rowards the left, 
towards Marxism. Isn't it straa^ 
that here it should be towards reli' 
gion? 

A: You Baa in othar parts of the 
country they have nochi/tg Uka Sikh* 


Harmindar Singh Sandhu 
told SUNDAY 

ism in their ^Iture. Sikhism ulks of 
socialism, equality, democracy, wel¬ 
fare for evet^ne and even universal 
brotherhood. You won't find this in 
any other religion. When you already 
have a superior ideology why should 
a new one come m? It ia only because 
of the disinterest of our religious 
leaders that for a while there was a 
chance for Marxism to spread m 
Punjab. Now with the revival of Sikh 
fundamentalism, things have 
changed completely. 

Q: What about Islam? Didn't Sikh¬ 
ism borrow the ideals of equality and 
brotherhood from Is/am^ 

A: ril tell you the difference. In 
Islam a woman cannot pray in a 
maa/rd. Thai’s not equality Soundly 
in Islam they believe that only those 
who believe in Islam are right and 
(he rest are Kafirs. Then no Hindu 
can go into a masjid and no Muslim 
can entar a mandtr whereas anyone 
can go into a gurvdwara. 

i f: That's all very vrelt but what 
t happen if Hindus and Muslims 
also start mixing religion wriA poli¬ 
tics? Why do you mix religion with 
politics? 

A: The Sikh is a soldier and a saint, 
the two cannot be separated. This is 
our fight with the centre, this was 
also our right with the Mughals and 
the British. 

O: But by bringing religion into 
fioJitics. coMusing pafiirca/ and reli¬ 
gious demands, don‘t you feel that to 
some extent you have been responsi- 
bSe for alienating rhe Hindus? 

A: I don't agree with you at all. 
Firstly because 1 consider Curu Har- 
govind Sahib my gurv and be taught 
us that religion and politics were 
completely inseparable, they are an 
integral pan of each other. ..on one 
side the Golden Temple, on (he other 
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side the Akal Takht. Besides, the 
Sikhs believe in fighting to defend 
those of other faiths also. Guru Tegh 
Bahadur gave his head to defend the 
Hindu rl^t to wear a jenoi (sacred 
thread) and here in Amritsar, his 
birthplace, where there is a gurud- 
wara. the Hindus throw filth, tobacco 
and cigarettes and if we go to (hat 
gun/d ware—which is in a Hindu 
area—then we are considered com* 
munal. Only the majority community 
can be communah minorities are 
fighting to save their culture. 

0> What do you think about JCAa- 
listan? 

A: The Sikh Students Federation 
supports the Anandpur Sahib reaolu* 
tiun and we believe that the demand 
which speaks of creating such a desA 
where the separate Sikh identity, 
nationhood and thought would k 
developed, i< sufficient. 

Q. So that means a separate 
country? 

A: Not necessarily. The Nepalese 
are also living within India and are 
still separate. There are also Mus* 
liffls. Christians who are considered 
separate communities. We want a 
Sigh personal law and a separate 
Sikh Marriage Act. We are not 
Hindus. 

Q: Why do you want a aeparere 
personal law? 

A: Our culture would be pre¬ 
served. We don’t want to break away 
from India, we just want Sikhs to 
have the same rights as Hindus. The 
Sikhs have done a great deal for this 
country and this is never projected: 
in fact even what is presented is 
distorted. There’s a book (or inst¬ 
ance. prescribed for the eighth class 
by (he Delhi education board which 
says that Guru Govind Singh started 
fighting (he Moghuls because he was 
very angry about his father being 
killed. Mahatma Gandhi said about 
Guru Govind Singh that he was' a 
'misguided patriot.’ he wrote it in his 
book on the Sikhs. These people 
consider Gandhi the father of the 
nation; we don’t. The father of the 
Sikh nation U Guru Govind .Singh. 
When we have a separate nation.. 

Q: What do you mean by nation? 

A: Nation, uh, nation, culture, 
meaning culture. Now for instance a 
child is taught from the minute he is 
horn that Gandhi is his pita (father) 
and Nehru is his cAacAa (uncle) and 
so and so is his maca (mother). We 
don't agree. Guru Govind Singh ere* 
eted ua and if Mahatma Gandhi is 
going to abuse him why should wa 
consider him our rashtra pita (father 
of (he nation)? Thase slaves, the 
press, television, the media, they 
accept (his, we don't. 
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‘Death is a game for a Sikh’ 

Sant Jamail Singh Bhindranwale told SUNDAY 



What do you have to SMV 
m ■ 0aboui the DIG being kil- 
■ # W outside the Darbwr 

# Sahib? 

A: The Sikh does not 
believe in violence especially noc in 
front of the Harimandar Sahib; no 
Sikh can ever believe in this. This 
has been done deliberately to make 
the (fhar/na.vudh morcha unsuccess¬ 
ful, It is a conspiracy to lay the 

g rounds for the (wlice to enter the 
arbar Sahib. This could only be the 
work of the government. 

Q.’ It'har IS ^inf to Happen now? It 
iooks as if Punjab is going to be 
ciJinp/ere/y destroi^ 

A: It is up to the government to 
decide what it wants to do, it is in 
their hands to bring peace or destruc¬ 
tion. It is (he government’s Job not 
mine. I am for peace. I believe there 
should be peace in the country. 

C- But they say you are responsible 
for escalating the trouble? 

A: Who says this? 

Q: The government, everybody... 
A; They say I'm doing it, I say they 
are doing it, you can write what you 
want. 

Q: How can things be resolved? 
A; By doing what 1 say* give the 
Sikhs their rights. 

Q: You meen the Akeli demends... 
A: Do yuu want to answer the 


question yourself or do you want me 
to..? Well Then, let me answer. What 
rights? The ones that we have asked 
for in the Anaodpur Sahib resolu¬ 
tion. 

Q: Not what the Akalis are asking 
for? 

At I didn’t make the Anandpur 
Sahib resolution, it was our Aaali 
brothers who did it. 

Q: But now they are saying that 
they do not insist on the Anendpur 
Sahib resoiutio/i. 

A: Who is saying it, (he Sant? Has 
he said it to you? 

0; I've read statements. 

At Don't talk to me about state¬ 
ments. Anything can be written, you 
could go out and write *Bhindran- 
waJe tried to shoot me. If Longowal 
tells you thai he doesn't want the 
Anandpur Sahib resolution, tell him 
to say it in front of me. 

Q. Do you reaUv believe that Sikhs 
are bet^ rreeted uniustty, that they 
ere being oppressed? 

A: Do you need proof of this? 

Q: Well 1. as a SiJrn. have never felt 
it. 

A: You haven't felt it, but 1 have. 
Writer I'll tell you. A Sikh girl was 
stripped naked and her father was 
forced to rape her. You say you're a 
Sikh, do wu call this justice? This 
happened in village Kahlkhurd, 
Moga tehsil. The name of the father 


^14nt Bhindrartwiile on the root of the Golden Temole 


was Jagmir Singh; he was a sche* 
duled caste. Write on; a Sikh girl was 
stripp^ naked and paraded around 
Dao village, by policemen, Is this 
something that is done to Hindu 
girls? 

Q: It has happened to Hindu girls 
in other states. 

A: I'm talking about Punjab. I'm 
talking about the Sikhs. 

0: No, what I mean is that (he 
po7ice do this in... 

A: You asked me about the Sikhs. 
I'm telling you (about them). They 
caught a Sikh granthi, and a Hindu 

S oliceman sat on him and smoked 
idis and spat in his mouth and put 
tobacco in it. 7lie name of the Sikh 
was Jasbir Si^h, village Chupkiti, 
tehsil Moga. They caught another 
Sikh, and without finding anything 
on him. they cut his thigh, tore the 
flesh out and poured salt into the cut, 
Name: Jagir Singh, village Ittanwall, 
he lives in Moga. Is this not wrong? 
During the Asian Games they drew a 
line and said that anyone with Singh 
attached to hi$ name couldn't go to 
Delhi at all. Did they stop anyWdy 
else? Is this not injustice to the 
Sikhs? Has anyone ever said that a 
Jenoi (sacred thread) cannot be more 
than a particular length. Then why is 
there a measurement (limit) fur the 
site of a kirpan? There arc no restric¬ 
tions on a Hindu religious symbol, 
why is there a restriction on our 
religious symbol? Is this not di.scri- 
minaiion? 

This woman born in a pandit’s 
house. Bibi Indira Gandhi, was 
punished in 1B77 for what .she had 
done, by the Supreme Court and sent 
to Tihar Jail and her sympathisers 
like Pandey hijacked a plane, how 
much punishment were they given? 
They've been made MPs now. and if 
the Sal Guru Cranth Sahib of the 
Sikhs, is burnt and some Sikhs hijack 
a plane, why should they be exiled? 
Is this not an insult? You can hijack a 
plane for the daughter of these pan¬ 
dits and you get a place in the 
Assembly but if you do it for the ishr 
of the Sikhs then Gurbax Singh’s leg 
is cut off. If you do it for this 
dau^ter of pandits then it’s patriot¬ 
ism. if you do it for the Sikh religion 
theru like in the case of Maniit Singh 
alias Museebat Singh, you are shot 
dead like he was on 20 August at 
Rajasanshi aiipon.Ki si khan dr isht. 
Guru Cranth Sahrb di keemat ik bibi 
tini vi nahin reh geyee? Is this not an 
insult? During the Asian Games you 
showed pictures of masjids and man- 
dir$ on television but noc one gurud- 
were. Is (his not discrimination? Dur¬ 
ing the Asian Games Hindus could 
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come from America bur not Sikha. Is 
this not an insult? 

0: But rhsr wa« prodsbJy because 
they ivere scaretf thst you ^ople 
would seen your jg/utiort age/a aur^ 
Jng the Cemes... 

A: rjl give you the answer, ask me 
about it-^tbey are scared ol the 
Sikhs, the Sikhs who, to free India, 
heads whereas the topiweJ' 
only gave seven. That vuo/n 
which gave 93 heads for (he fre^om 
of thjs country, why aie they scared 
of (hr>s« verv people cnmintt hack 
today to that very land? 

They are afrjJd because of e/J 
thts te/k of Khehsun. 

A; Then they should stop only 
those people who talk about Kha- 
hstan. 

fiur rhe man who taSks about 
Khaii^tan j.i Hving here m this 
'building, 

A: As who? 

Bafhtr 5/n^h 5axidhu. 

So go and talk to him. Are you 
talking to me or to him? 

Q: But alt of you are protectrng 
him. 

A: Who says so? The newspapers. 
But when the government said 
‘give him to us,' at! of you refused. 

A: The government is made of 
men, isn't iu Wall, when we say give 
us those man who stripped our sisters 
naked, why don’t they give them to 
us? Is there a separate law for us and 
a separate law for (he government. It 
is the government's ion ro catch the 
guilty and bring them before a ludge, 
and it is then up to the juoge to 
decide whether to free him or not. 
Isn’t that what the law says? Then 
whare is it written that the police can 
get ^rmission from the judge for a 
medical examination and then in 
stead of doing that they take hot iron 
bars and shove them into the sto¬ 
mach, burn their foreheads and bhu- 
no them with bullets while they are 
still in their custody. Which law gives 
the government the right to do this? 
Kulwant Singh Nagokey was killed 
like (his. Jaswant Sin^ and Sukhdev 
Singh in Issathan hao their stomachs 
burst open and the flesh pulled from 
(heir tradies with sticks, and their 
eyes taken out before being shut. 
Will they tell us what they found on 
them? What proof do they have 
against them? In India, since Inde* 
pendcnce, has a single Hindu gone to 

I ail for trying to preserve Hinduism, 
or trying (o make a Hindu state, for 
trying to keep (he name i>f a train 
after a Hindu holy city, for trying to 
declare the Hindus a separate 4}uom. 
for trying to get the Hindus to wear a 
ienoi? In these 36 vear^ has anv 
Hindu gone to Jail for even one hour 
for this? But to ger a Punjahi to 
speak Punjabi, the Sikhs have had to 
send S7,000 people to jail and people 
like Kaka Inderjit Singh were killed 
by the jats and thrown iniu a well. 
They got Haryana and Himachal for 
nothing, we send 57.000 people to 
jail, then they say the Sikhs are 
extremists. If we want a tram named 
20 



1 am for peace, 1 believe 
there should be peacB in 
the country. 


after the Oarber Sahib and put a 
transmitter here to listen to kinan.. 

Q: There are no transmitters in 
mandirs. 

A: Do you want to listen to me or 
answer all the questions yourself? ITI 
tell you, you say you are a Sikh girl, 
then listen. To do all this and to get 
the Sikhs declared a separate quom. 
100,000 have gone to jail and over 
200 pMple have been martyred, and 
for this we are considered communal. 
Whereas they, have any of them been 
to jail m get a train named after a 
temple? why aren't they communal? 
Now look at your news^pers. in all 
your news|Mpers you write about 
Sikh extremists. Why doesn’t anyone 
write about Hindu extremists? At tbe 
same time they write thei the SiJehs 
arc a part of the Hindus. If tbia is 
true, and we are not even Sikhs, dten 
why don't (hey say Hindu extremists 
when they are writing about our 
'extremi^.' If you instst on saying 
Sikh extremists then you must admit 
that we afe a separate race. When it 
'is extremism th^ we are different 
and when we ask for something then 
we become Hindus. What's the 
reason for this? Why is it (hat 
whenever they want th^ say we are 
extremists and whenever (bey want 
they say we are not Khalsas? 

Q: I was trying to sey that police 
atrocities happen with Hindus every¬ 
where. 

A: So it is the centre’s police and 
our fight is with the centre. 

Q: No, all Vm trying to say... 

A: Uv fi^i is not with tbe Hindus, 
it's with the centre. 

: No. 6ur... 

: Listen to me. When that 9Ck 
year*old Lala Jaget Narain was kil* 


led, his post*mortem took barely 
three days. On the 9th {September 
19B1) be dies, oa tbe 12th (here are 
warrants a^ost me and on the 14ih 
they looted two buses of the jatha 
which incladed Saieuru's books and 
three lakbt worth of stuff and 041 the 
l€rh. they give me the warrants. In 
which law is it written that you 
should burn the belongings and the 
ishr of the person you suspect and 
then hand him the warrant,* Lala 
Jagat Narain’s body was mven back 
lu his son, Rarnesh. by the police. 
They killed 18 of our men and didn't 
give us back a single bndy. 

Q: But when you talk like this only 
ab^t the 5tkns, when you talk of 
what happens >r\ Punjab, ytm are 
creating tiatred between the two 
communities. 

At I'm not doing it, the government 
is. You say it is me, I say it's the 
government. 

Q: Are not those who are leaving 
(he state doing so because they are 
frightened, because they're scared of 
(he 5 jJrb 5 ? 

A: Who are they frightened of? 

Q: They art frightened of the 
Sikhs 

A: Why are they frightened, have 
we killed any Hindus? 

Q: Then wnv are they ffigbrened? 
A;Ask those who are frightened. How 
can 1 answer it? 

g ' /Ve heard that Sikhs hava been 
threatening Hindus in some 
ces. 

A: You've heard that in Delhi, 
haven't you? Now that you are here, 
ate you assured that I have not 
threatened you? 

Q: Then why is there this talk of 
leaving the Punjab? 

A: Bibi. you should use your head, 
after all you must be inielli^nt to be 
working for a newspaper. Now if you 
got up and ran away from here and 
people started asking why you had 
run away, even if 1 hadn’t been rude 
to you or threatened you or anything 
people would think 1 had, so it would 
give us a bad name. 

You must have read that we gave a 
slogan for Hindu-Sikh ekta (unity). 
Have you heard that any Hindus 
have called for Sikb-Hindu ekta? 
There wai a Hindu sammelan (meet¬ 
ing) here and the slogans they 
shouted were ‘Hindu-nindu bhai 
bbai', 'Kacch, kada. kirpan. anoo 
bhejo Pakistan, duirkx tikki khehan 
nahin deni, sir they pa^ee rahen 
nahin denei* You asked me about 
Khalistan; I neither support Khalis- 
(an, nor aA I against it (na himayat 
na virodhata). We want to stay with 
Hindustan, it is for the central gov* 
emmeni to decide whether they 
want us with them or not. This is the 
Job of the centre, not mine. Yes, if 
(hey give us Khalistan, we will take 
it. We won't make the mistake of 
1947. We are not asking for it bur 
we’ll take it if they give it to us. If 
(hey want to put It in our >hofj that's 
(heir business. But tell me, am f a 







KhalUOrti or is the sovenioieni? 

Why is it that only Sikh bouses are 
set on fire in Punjab? Has ■ sin^ 

Hindu's iactory, house or shop 

burnt? 

Q: Soiue Hindu ihopa were bumf 
here in Ajnrifssr. 

A: I’m caking about the police, 
biH only Sikh boys have been 
thrown out ol their only Sikhs 
have been arrested under MIm. Has 
it happened to any Hindus? And you 
leil me that there is no discrinune* 
lion. A Sikh youth cannot be heir to 
his father's property till he is 17. but 
Shalli Ram and Tulli Ram own it 
from the minute they are born... 

Q: This is the first time /Ve heard 
of it... 

A: Well, listen to it then, write 
what Tm telling you. You said you 
were a daughter of the Sikhs so you 
should know about the agony of the 
Sikhs. I told you in the beemnina 
that things had happened in front of 
me. that you knew nothing of. In 
from of me a girl like you was 
stripped naked and her father was 
Furc^ to rape her. If Sikhs want to 
go abroad tney have to write that 
(hey had a Hindu marriaM around a 
heoi not the Granth Sahib or they 
can't go abroad. Is this not discri* 
minatjon. Why is it that a Sikh 
always has to give a glau full of and again they blamed me. they sent 

bloM to get a sip of water? Why is it out police d<%s and the dogs went 

we never get anything without sacri* into the police station. They sent 

ficing something? Talce the case of them out again and the dogs went 

Paven Kumar, president of the Hin- and cau^i the Im of the thsnedsr, 

du Suraksha ^miti. Patiala oVit. so they put the dogs into the >eep 

They found 230 g.enades in his and sasd tbc dogs were wrong Then 

house and he didn't go to jad even when chis Nirankari’s house was 

tor an hour. Yes, he got one punish* damaged, they sent does out and this 

ment: first he was the district presi* cine they went into the house and 

dent, now he hes been made prcai' caught the lea of the man whose 

dent for Punjab. If a Sikh doesn't house it was. U the dogs catch c^ 

even have empty camidgBS, if ha has police or the Ntrankaru. they (the 

only suspicion against him. they dogs! are wrong; if they catch one of 

shoot him Co death. Balwant Siagh our Sio^i dtey are right, /edi gov 
was silting in a nckahaw asad ha was ersMot ou kutteyso t*y vishvas a/, 
killed Lajwatu ^ngh, DSP Our* ham JrortMn mi/ab fu kama. ban- 
meet Siwtit't nails were ptdkd out dtjnn iradah thodi ksms (a govern* 
and saH wae put into cha wounds, ment which crusts dogs, is going to 
then his hands wara bold over can- act Uke dogs, not like men) 
dies and bwat. Thut ha waa killed Or gf abtre are t»ik$ agam wouldyou 

and they said ha ^d in a police Gke toonfiicipate if you m 
encouBSm. They W Chat the Sikhs A: First let the government ask 
art killing the potltt in ancoumers. me. (hen 111 answer mat. 

Apert fnm Defceni Ktnd, have the Q: How many of your men are m/a/P 
PitKft evan been wounded? Whatc A: The government knows more 
are the bullets chat have been fired about it, since they are the ones who 
by the Sikhs? Had you beard of these made the arr»(s...(jmiise). Ihere are 
things before? Tell me. about 300 with 10 to 12 cases against 

Q: I heard chare had been some each. This is not couaiinc thosa 

tornire arrested in the rasta rada Ao Amrit* 

A; Some, but not the rest I’m dhari Singh was caught by Rkchu 
celling you because you were so Ram. thmntdar, SacUr ihana. FaaiJiia 
quick to say that you were a Sikh, cehatl. Feroaepur sila. They shaved 
Q: H«veo*t Hindu shops been barer? hi» heard aj>d sent him beat to am. 

A; Have they got proof that it was aayiiv go and tell Rhindranwale 
the Sikhs who ^nt (hem? Whetever Another thing that you said was that 
J've told you. I have proof of ..As for there were no transmitters in tern- 
these shops, five of them belonged to pies A few months aeo we cot in 
Sikhs and three lo Hindus The formation chat in Bombay, Calcutta, 

blame was put on me, they said Kanpur and ienaras. ibere will be 

Bhindranwala had done it. yet when ttanamirten instaUad to broa^asi 
the culprits were caught they turned the Vadaa. How nsany Hrt^us have 
oitt to be from the Congroisfli Than baan to iad for rh» and they ve 
ibara were thasa boino etpkwions alraady adneuacad it. 



Or Whst can happen now.^ Whmt h 
thv solution? 

A: Only the goveriuneot can tell 
us; they can decide. Now suppose 
that you have rights and I r^uae to 
give them to fO» and you demand 
then and I still refuse, whet would 
vou do? WouMn’i you tty to get them 
back? Now what it 1 not only denied 
you your rights but also tried to 
make out that you ware in some wey 
to blame. This is what has happened. 
The govarnment hes taken our 
rights, we ere asking for them back 
and they say we are exiremUrs. 

£ Oo you ha/jeve char your life is in 
nger? 

A: No. 

Q: They sny thst you don’t go out of 
here (Guru Afenak Nivas) because 
you're too seared. 

A; I don’t go out because of the 
norcha. Whan it is over I will go out. 
No Sikh is afraid of dying, death is a 

e rne for a Sikh, chare is a difference 
I ween a mare man and a Sikh. 
When you cut off a part of a man’s 
body he screams with pain, whan you 
do the same to a Sikh, he reads Che 
banr (scriptures), tf you cut off a 
man’s head ha dies, if you cut off e 
Sikh’s head be walks three miles 
before dropping. The fourth Sant, in 
the taaai to which I belong, walked 
three miles after his head was cut 
off. And you ask me if I'm fri^tened 
of death. 

Q: But do you believe that there is a 
conspiracy to ki/l you? 

A: Yes. there could be one. In fact 
there is one. 

Q: If Darbara Singh is removed wtU 
it make a difference.’ 

A: When he is removed, I wilt 
answer that. 

Q: There's much taik of hu being 
removed... 

A; If he had been removed earlier 
it would have made a difference. 
Q: So when are you going ec come 
out of here (Guru Neaak NiVas)? 

A: When uur slavery ends, whm 
the mercha is a swcceas. 

Q: Sow that you have com# into 
po/iVks, do you intend to stay or go 
back to the gumdirara? 

A: When I haven’t come iMo poli- 
Iks. where is the questio# of gmg 
back? 

Q: Isn't this politics? 

At It may be for you. but not fores. 

I am doing what I nave always dee#: 
in the Sikh religion dharam ged 
rajniti go together. 

Q: What about eeoaemie isseci.’ 
Does someone advise you on these? 

A: We support the pobV/es of the 
Akali Oei 

Q: They say that in the beginning 
you were gii'en a ht of support and 
money by the Cot^essd)? 

A: TelJ u» who in the Congress(l) 
gave US this support. 

Q: They say it was Zait Singh. 

A Then ask him if ha did. 

Q.’ Bur you can say where you re¬ 
ceived It? 

A: Why should I? You should ask 
the pericM who has give# it. 
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BIHAR 

Yet another tale 

of horror 


In late April, members of the All India Revolutionary Forward Bloc, led by their chairman. 
Balmukund Rahi. undertook a paddya/ra through Gaya and Aurangabad areas in Bihar. 

But they could not proceed very far, for at Karma village they were attacked by 
extremists. Balmukund Rahi and another party worker were cold-bloodedly beheaded. A 
testimony to the lawlessness and police indifference that continues unabated in the state. 
NIRAJ ROY reports on the heinous crime and the events leading up to it. 



' (»f (ht* mmr broke swiiy and formed own his Hi$ perty. however 

(his mvt the revidenis of parry. velliiiK ir the Revolutionary claimed the support of rhe landlest 

line on 27 April. A pro- rorward Bloc tRFB>. Much before workers. 

»sion was taken out. (his. durins the late Siariea when In both Gaya and Auranftabad, « 

th two petiDlt* holding Balmukund Rahi wav editing the bitier struggle is being waged bv the 

red heads of Mr Bnlmu* Poorvi Timev from Gorakhpur, he landless labourers against the land 

heirman of the All India had made bis sympathies with the owners. The extremist group of the 

ry Forward BIik* and a Naxalite movement in Bihar quite Vinod Mishra faction and the Maoisi 

er. Mr Chandra lleo clear However, he later totally Cummunisr Centre (MCC) have been 

ens were being shouted uppoved their theory of annihilation very active in these areas and have 

sHionists that justice be as well as their practice of burning succeeded in organising the landless 

tly for this brutal action, religious books and desuoyinf idols, labourers against the landowners* 

d Mr Yadav bad been He is said to have had a considerable exploitation. In this fight, the land* 

I 2S April in Karma vil> following among the small and owners too have raised their own 

a district. medium farmers of some villages in armed groups to counter the extrem* 

is of (his tragedy goes Gaya and Aurangabad. It is also said ists. These are groups like the Bhumi 

rars. In 1078. Mr Baimu- that, for obvious reasons, some of the Sena, the Brahm Rishi Sena and the 

nf the Forward Bloc, big landlords too were receptive to Rana and Kunwar Sena, based on 

« lu’lihiii: ihi hvjds iH H-ttmukund Rahi and Cham//a Ileo V.ic/ai : a dvnfjnif lor justice 


workers. 

In both Gaya and Aurangabad, a 
bitter struggle is being waged bv the 
landless labourers against the land- 
owners. The extremist group of the 
Vinod Mishra faction and the Maoist 
Communist Centre (MCC) have been 
very active in these areas and have 
succeeded in organising the landless 
labourers againvi the landowners* 
exploitation. In this fight, the land* 
owners too have raised their own 
armed groups to counter the extrem¬ 
ists. These are groups like the Bhumi 
Sena, the Brahm Rishi Sena and the 
Rana and Kunwar Sena, based on 








caste lines. Armed conflict, resulting 
in a Jot of deaths, has been carrying 
on for a long time between these two 
groups. The police, as has been their 
iradit)on» have tried to crush the 
extremists while turning a blind eye 
tu the growth of the privately own^ 
armed groups of the la/tdowners. 

Jt was in such an atmosphere that 
Balmukund Rahi and his All India 
Revolutionary Forward Bloc workers 
organised a padayatrs through the 
Gaya and Aurangabad areas. The 
administration was aware of Mr 
Rahi’s padayatra programme. In 
fact, thousands of posters and pam* 
phlets had been pasted and distri¬ 
buted by the party workers. EaJmu- 
kund Rahi. who lived in a rented 
house in Lohanipur. Patna, join^ 
rhe padayatra on the second day at 
NeoKri village and then led his 
group for 24 km. On the way, he gave 
speeches at Manjhiwar and Korab, 
where he questioned the extremists 
theory of individual annihilation. He 
is reported to have asked, “U it 
possible to build a people's move* 
ment on the selfishness of only one 
group or class of soeiety?** His 
«»peeches and the slogans which 
warned the people about the "terror* 
ists" P'Terrorism murdabad:"' 
''Peaceful people of the world un¬ 
ite.)'*, were certainly provocative 

On 25 April, the group of some 200 
padiyatfis stopped at Curarau, 
where too Balmukund Rahi and 
some of their leaders addressed u 
public meeting. After this, in keep 
jng with their schedule, the pnda}<it~ 
ris moved on and reached Karma 
village where they hatted for the 
night. The group settled down in an 
open field in frunt of the house of a 
party worker. Ram Ratan Yadav. 
Karma is a fairly prosperous village 
of the Yadavs. (In fact, Ram Rjtun 
Yadav himself owns more than 20 
highas of land.) And the activities of 
the extremists in and around this 
village are at their peak. Perhap.v, 
Mr klmukund Raht's venturing into 
Karma at this point in time was, 
therefore, interpreted as a direct 
challenge. 

According to Mr D. S. Nirala. u 
senior Revolutionary Forward Bloc 
functionary who was present there, 
(heir group was informed chai some 
people were assembling on the 
southern side of the villas. Howev¬ 
er, they ignored this, thinking that it 
was probably a regular MCC night 
procession. At around nine pm. sud¬ 
denly. there was a loud explosion 
followed by a lot of slogan snouting 
"MCC iinaabad" rent the air and i 
no time the padayatris wece »ui 
rounded by armed people saying. "1 
all of you do not surrender, then you 
will ail be kiUed." When the mukhia 
of Khagina village, Shatrughan Tha* 
kur. came forward, Jatni blows 
rained on him from all directions. Mr 
D.S. Nirala says (hat (he shooting 
soon started and they could see their 
colleagues falling to the bullets. 

The Revolutionary Peovard Bloc 



f^uup then decided to split inlo 
three. Two of these tried to furev 
(heir way uuc of the violent ch,u>s. 
Only one group succeeded end the 
other was taken to anoihei pan of 
the village and placed under armed 
guard. The thud group, which in- 
chided Balmukund Rahi, decided «o 
hide in the house of Ram Ratan 
Yadav. But the house was soon siir- 
ruunded and set on fire, forcing 
(hose hiding inside tu come out. The 
rest of (he events were narrated bv 
Shambhu Prasad, another pacty 
functionary present tnere. He >aid, 
“Four of us, including Mr Mahindcr 
giri, Kahiji and Chandra Deo Yadav, 
crawled toa haystacl^nd hid livhind 
it. The ariackers kept ihetr fire 
directed at vs and kept shoutuig. 
“We have not got Rahi yet." Mahin- 
dergiri and Chandra Deo Yadav 
tried to escape but the latter was 
caught. Rahiji and I were left alone, 
when 1 .silently crawled intu a small 
hut and hiti there in ihe darkness. 
Just after a little while, 1 heard them 
dragging Rahiii away.** 

Mr Nirala then saw (he attackers 
bring his leader. Balmukund Rahi. 
He had been sirii^d to his under- 
panrs and was being teaien con¬ 
stantly. no matter how much he tried 
to tell them that he was willing to 
(atk to their leader. Said Mr Nirala. 
"They than came and told us to get 


out and thioatened us that jf we 
dared lo file polue ca^es uguirifii 
them, wo tiMi would meet ihe s;ime 
fate. After iliur thev dragged Mr 
Huhi and Chandra l>eo Yadav awjv 
We reached ihv Gunirau police Ma* 
tion at ten pm and iruul to tell the 
police about the Jilack hut they did 
not lake us Nejioiislv. Then one of us 
used the railway telephone to pa5-> a 
mcNsage to the Gaya rail wav st.iiion 
of the attack, from where It wa> 
re I jv od I o t lie re sidenc u of the pe r> 
inleniJciu ol pofice. Mi N.i*,eem 
Ahmed.** 

Mean while, the second group had 
reached the pnlice vtatum ur II pm. 
One of the pailv funclionanes. Mi 
Shambhu Prasnil, was still hiding in 
Ihe hilt and he came out only when a 
police parry of five reached the spot. 
According ui Shambhii Prasad. “ The 
polue paity and I went towards the 
eastern side of the village in pniMiii 
of my leader and ocher col leagues. 
Hardlv a kilomeire away, wc* disco 
vered (he two severed heads ot our 
comrades. ] ncmJy fainted." 

When Mr Nirala was asked 

why they had ricked their lives and 
(hat ut other paity workers hy under 
raking a padayuira into an area 
dominated by extremists, he said 
(hat they "naJ been assured uf 
police protection which, unfortu¬ 
nately. did nm come. 
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Nirkin’s kiras socm'd frorn our 
He«^r('h and Dcvrlo^mH'ni UUx^ 
ratorifs. So thai Nlrk>n*s prudiK't.s 
have evulvetl from Just nylon 
yam lo innovative InirrrrH'dla- 
rles. Imllii's Hrsi polyester yam. 

first nylon lyrerorti, t - 

fish n(*f I wi nn. Catalysts mm 

for India's priority 

irKlusirirs. 

These high-iechiwiofly 
industries have grr>wn, 
a tesiimony to our growth. 

Nirion's tufal synthetic 
yam production will go up 
from oooo to is.OOO tonr^es 
over the next few years. t 


Belting imxliXiHin wilt aJso 
irK n*ase at the san'ic linv*. from 
1200 to 4000 tonnes. 

We iMt'k our pioneering 
spirit with tjur management 
team.tec'hnoiogy and RAD 
hrt'akthroughs... unleashing 
further growth. 
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MrlQn t^iun Hbnimi vwn 
Mnsfrr euiytvrr hlamrt)r Yam 
Ntreord TyvrtvnI 
Nlrhrli Vxtn'rrytwy ami UrHs 


Catalysts of industrial Growth 



Wfe inspire new ideas to 

unleash industrial growth 


CINTja 



West Indies vs Amamath 


ASHIS RAY reviews the India-West Indies series 


G imc the Jjys when 

SunIJ ((aviiskui «in<1 Oun 
clappii Vi«wanath were the 
sole saving gruce »t Indian 
hairing. There has 
emerged, imw, a new hern, a man as 
hrave und iTlectivv a< anyone, and a 
person who, Mince 'Vishy* is owl u| 
ihe scene and hU brother-in law not 
Hi prolilk as he used in be, han had 
10 carry the mantle ol the two mav 
rers almnsr entirely on his own. One 
wondois, in laci. whut would have 
happened to Indian cricket had 
Mnhinder Amamath not been part of 
the Side in Pakistan artd the West 
Indies, The second son of Lala Amar 
nath. who 49 years ago had the 
honour of scoring India's first Test 
century, "Jimmy" as Mohinder 
Amamath is popularly known, spent 
virtually four years in the wilderness 
before Mint recalled. And when he 
did return, he notched up three lOOs 
in Pakistan, in what was one of the 
most harrowinit series ever foe Indi- 
an batsmen, with Imran Khan's de¬ 
liveries curving in and out baffling 
the batsmen, Mohinder. prumoted to 
number three in the batting order, 
headed the aggregates fur the sis 
Tests with 584 runs averaging 7V50. 
As for the current series, after four 
Tests he has scored more runs than 
anyone on either side with a tally of 
426 and his average of 61.4 is the 
best among both teams. 

Lala Amamath was an exceptional 
batsman, but suffered from a lack of 
big match temperament. Indeed, 
some oldtimers after watching 
Mohinder master the most dreaded 
pace quartet in the game are not 
convinced that his style is as good as 
his illustrious father's. It being two 
vastly different eras, comparisons 
can be highly erroneous. But even so, 
on the evidence of the son's display 
since his comeback, it is haro to 
believe that Lalaji was at any stage 
better than him. And Mohinder ts 
more than equal to the mental press¬ 
ures of Test cricket. Admittedly, the 
war years robbed his father of a 
crucial phase of developmeot, but 
while one of the attacks he encoun¬ 
tered, naoiely the Australian team 
under Donald Bradman in 1947’4$ 
was quite outstanding, the West Indi¬ 
ans faced by Mohinder are probably 
more dangerous end extremely unre* 
lenting. 

He, undoubtedly, harboured a 
problem but this was largely one of 
being too compuUivf and daring 


about the hiaik. Hic tirst m<ivcmi*nl 
wjs land Mill isj forward, which 
quite often hail him inventing an 
incorrect Mwing uver hic shoulder in 
order to negotiate the rising ball on 
the leg slump or just outside if. 
Buniched. he did a reappraisal of his 
technique He discussed it with his 
father^whom he loves and respects 
very much—and decided to switch to 
an open stance, which, whether he 
was on ihe front foot or back, would 
find him squarer to the ball, end 
thus, in the perfect position to hook. 
And he. also, reconciled himcelf to 
Ihe helmet, which restored his confi¬ 
dence More important it did not 
affect hie Strokes in the arc between 
mid on and third man. for he met the 
deliveries for such shots cide^n. par- 
ticularlv the drive. 

India had lost the opening Test by 
<ix wickets, and at Port of Spain (the 
second Test I had the misfortune of 
bailing first on a moi&t and grassy 
wicket after losing the toss. But 
Mohinder was at hand with a half 
ceniury, which, though not enough to 
avoid an emharrassing total, at least 
prevented a complete surrender. 
Then came a predictably big score 
by the West Indies, and a battle 
commenced tn save the match. The 
majority thought only Gavaskar 
could ensure a draw—this being the 

K eat man's reputation in the Canl> 
ac^buf he departed for 32, and 


so. the burden tell once again on the 
man m foim M^iiider soon took 
command and defied the marauding 
quickies for five and three quarter 
huiir^ to po-it 117 runv. Kapil Dev, 
folluweil with on unbeaieri 100 but 
the bulk of his i uns came after Indin 
were nil longer threatened. The main 
credit, therefore, fur nut going two 
down in (he series belonged to 
Mohinder, and as a reflection of this, 
he won ihv Man of the March award. 

The next slop on the tour was 
Guyana whvre Ina rainniinedmauh 
against the territorv. the Delhi cap¬ 
tain produced yei unoi her whirlwind 
ceniury Mohinder failed to disiing- 
uish himself in the viher (wo maten- 
es in this leg of (he visit, the other 
two gening Xo and 1.1 in the second 
one-day international (which India 
won) and the third Test respectively. 
As it transpired, however, this was a 
brief lull before a siorm surfacing at 
the home of West Indian cricket: the 
little island of Barbados. 

I ndia's record in the land of three 
Ws—Worrel. Weekes and Wal¬ 
cott—and the preaiest of them all Sir 
Gary Sobers, is dismal. In four pre¬ 
vious Tests at the Kensington Oval, 
in Bridgetown, starting from 19S3, 
India had lost three, and drawn the 
other. This being the background, 
Mohinder's objective was, quite 
clearly, to wipe out this unenviable 
blot in India's cricket history. 


Afadan L^l curls up in the av before he sends down one to Heynes who 
scored ft? at Barbados 
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In the fjrsT<]as$ fixture et 6drb«- 
40$ preceeding the fourth Te$t, India 
were again in deep trouble, with an 
inninu defeat itarirvg them on the 
face. But Mohinder, who had got a 
half century in the first inning 
came to the rescure once more. He 
was bothered by a groin strain, and 
would have liked to avoid batting in 
the second innings, if he could help 
it. But there was no option and 
walking in eventually, after the 
seventh wicket had tumbled, he 
notched up an unbeaten tOO to haul 
India out of the crisis, to an honour¬ 
able draw. But the assignment was 
more difficult in the Test, and de* 
Si**te a gallant endeavour, he did not 
succeed in averting defeat, which 
give the West Indies • winning two 
nil lead in the series—there being 
just one Test to be played. 

In the first outing in the fourth 
Test, Mohinder carv^ out a superb 
9t as India slumped to 209 all out. 
And in the second, in spite of being 
hit on the upMr lip by a bouncei 
from Malcolm Marshall, to which he 
had hooked too early, he stu4>d like a 
monolith amidst shambles till he was 
the last man out for a memurahic SO. 
The pitch was, in fact, more suitable 
for fast howling in the first inning.v 
when India were put in to bat after 
Kapil Dev lost the toss for the fourth 
'iiiccessive time in tha series. The 
conditions demanded baismao’ilup 
of the highest quality, and Mohinder 
provided it. which inespeciivc of a 
maiden Test hundred by the Trinida 
dian Augustine Logie, won him the 
man-of'the tnacch prise for the 
second time in four Tests. 

As Everton Weekes remarked “the 
important thing is not that he is 
two-eyed in his stance, but the fact 
that he’s always across to the pitch of 
the ball when going forward. And 
he's got to be the most successful 
hooker in the game today." Mohin. 
der probably never heara this for 



AmamarA* una««uiniiig 


he's a quiet scut of pvrsmi. who duv» 
nut meet too many ^opie He resem¬ 
bles his mother, and has. perhaps, 
inherited this introvertive streak 
from her. But that does not make him 
snobbish or unfriendly, only 

C leasantly laciturn, indeed, he miiNi 
t having a quiet lau^ to himself at 
the expense of the seketnrs who 
kept him out <if Test cricket fur such 
a long time. 

Mohinder has reawn lu In.* 
bitter alviul being kept in the cold 
for as Umg as he was. but he*> not uiie 
to bold grudges, and even if he did. 
he wouldn't show it. "Maan," Vivian 
Richards told him. "you must have 
played leallv well to get three cen 
tunes in Pakistan." He was referring 
ru how difficult it is for visiting 
players to get runs in Pakistan. 
Mohinder smiled, pleased at such a 
compliment being showered on him 
by the man reckoned to be the 
leading baisman in modern times. 
Indeed, after the Barbados Test, 
Richards reached the conclusion 
thai Mohinder is the best batsman 
ever to have handled the present 
four prongeef West Indian pace 
attack, with such dexterity. A signifi 


cam sutament, this, for it takes into 
accoimi players like (!reg Chappel, 
Kim Hughes. Deotfrov Boycott. Gra 
ham Gooch. David Gower, javed 
Miandail. and uf course Sum I 
Gavaskar, 

The dead fifth Test at Antigua, 
thrubed with life—scorewise. The 
pilch was as lifeless as wood and it 
was centuries galoru. Mohinder dis¬ 
playing the type of consistency that 
has seldom been seen in modern 
cricket followed up hi» !>4 in the first 
innings with a scintillating 116 which 

f ,ui him the Man.of ihe-Beries award, 
n reply to India’s seemingly un¬ 
assailable total of 4S7 (aioed by 
Shasiri'.s century and two near cen¬ 
turies by Kapil and Vengsarfcar), the 
West Indies whiplashed their way to 
SSO. For the fifth time in the history 
of Test cricket, four players—Lloya, 
Dujon, Greenidge and Haynes- 
hammered centuries in an innings. 

The incredible threat posed by the 
West Indian fast bowlers in recent 
years, could very siwn be a thing of 
the past. Andy ftoberts, firing away 
for the last nine years, is i2. and is 
menacingly fast, only occaHionailv. 
Indeed, at present he is more wily 
than frightening. Michael Holding is 
29. and apart from being as speedy 
as he used to be. or shall we say 
unrelentingly so. is clearly ham¬ 
pered by a knee problem. And the 
SIX foot eight inch Joel Gamer, the 
man with uncanny control, a steep 
bounce and a toe-crushing yorker ts 
plagued by a shoulder strain. 
Three amoofl their quickie-quartet 
are sliding downhill. Only Marshall 
looks a truly dangerous operator. He 
has velocity, he has variation and 
what is commonly called the killer 
instinct. 

Only a few weeks ago, the West 
Indies could have called u^n the 
services of either Sylvester Clarke or 
Colin Croft, if not both. But these 
two really lethal performers, having 
undertaken a recent tour of South 
Africa, have not merely ruled them 
selves out of Test cri»et for ever, 
but will not be allowed to participate 
in fim<lass cricket in these territor¬ 
ies, either. This is a tragic loss for 
Caribbean cricket, and among (he up 
and coming players, it has only Win¬ 
ston Davis of toe Windward Islands 
TO fall back upon. 

Though, defeated, India can go for 
the World Cup in June with never- 
before confidence, strengthened by 
that memnrahle victory in the one. 
day international. And apart from 
(he blossoming of Ravi Shasrri into a 
dependable all rounder (his dogged 
century in the last Test showed how 
much he has matured) there is very 
little India has to gloat about. None 
of the three teen^ers—Gursharan 
Singh, Maninder Singh or Sivramak 
risnnan-^lived upiu expectations 
and it will be sometime before their 
transformation into top class players 
occurs. The draft-and discard proce¬ 
dure will continue. 
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on in distinct coiours 


from APCO 

Rich,vibrant cotton splendours in colours 
reflecting the season. \^th silk borders 
and pallu, enriched by pure zari motifs. The 
gorgeous Gadwal gets the pride of place in the 
bridal trousseau. 
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What is happening to Chavan? 


F«w peppU Art aiware of 
the nebulous poliikal 
position ul Mr Y. B. Che* 
ven. Though be is ihe 
chainhan of (he 8th Fi¬ 
nance ConmissiOA. cour* 
tesy Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
he has stilt not been 
admitted into the Con* 
gress(l). Mr Chavan. 
once (be undisputed 
Congrats leader of 
Maharashtra can now 
attend only the par 
Uameniary party meet* 

_ ings since he is a son of 

associate member of the Congress parliamentary par* 
ry. The Maratha communiry is painfully aware of it and 
see in it a sinister move to wipe out Mr Chaven alter 
the 1965 elections. He is a Member of Perliameni IriMt 
Satan and since he has not been admitted as a full 
fledged member. Mrs Gandhi is not bound to give him 
a ticket from Setara parliamentary constituency in the 
next election .She perhm has plansto build up i new 
Meretha leadership in Satara, which vdll be loyal to 
(he Nehru family. Mr Chavan is said to be very 
perturbed about this and has sounded people maide 
and outside the Congress(l>. A preemptive move by 
him at this stage could lead to only further political 
anonymity which both the Kashmiri and Punjabi 
clique at 1 Safdarjung Road would relish. 

AP police administration 
may be overhauled 


The entire police administretion in Andhra Pradesh 
is likely to be reorganised soon. The need for this has 
been felt pri^rily becaure of the dacoiry menace 
and increasing threats to law and order. As port of the 
reorganisation plans, police commissioners will be 
appointed in cities Uke Vijayawada and Visbakapai* 
nam and also in Ranga Rauy district that adjoins 
Hyderabad city. According to Mr Sreekanth Reddy, 
the police cofflsnissioner, Hyderabad, most of the 
dacoities take place in Ranga Reddy district. What is 
even more interesting is Mr Reddy's disclosure that 
most of (he dacoities are being committed by gangs 
belonging to other states. 

The mysterious case of 
the Bombay Dyeing shares 

Close on (he heels of the buying up of the equity 
shares of lielhi Cloth Milb and Ekotts Ltd. there has 
been an upsurge of Interest in the shares of Larses aad 
Toubro aqd Mahihdra and Mahindra. The mtarest in 
these two companies is uadersiandable bur the stir* 

C se element in the shoppiiig list of noti*re«ident 
yers ia the Bombay I^eing shares, the market value 
of which plummett^ from Rs 70 to Rs 60 recently. 
Moreevar the combined issues of convertible and 
non<onvertible bonds of this company had failed to 
avoka the txpaciad raspotiae Why than, the mih for 
buying the Bombay C^ing sharesT Is it btcauae 
■oMiona ia deaperataly trying to takeover the manage* 
mtnt al Bombay Dyaingr 


AP, TN opposition critical 
of the Krishna waters accord 


The corrosive power of politicking it evident from 
the unjustiHed criticism levelled a^inst the chief 
ministers of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh for 
signing the Krishna waters accord. What is Ironic is 
that the criticism comes from cavillers in their respec* 
five states. The DMK chief M Karvnanldhi on the one 
hand claims that MGR was hricked' into the agree* 
ment by NTR. NTR's criiks. meinly the Cot^pestd), 
have been accusing him of bartering away the interests 
of Telugu lartBers merely to keep 'big brother* happy. 
MGR inai sts on calling NTR rhamhi (younger brotnerl 
end KTR calls MGR wnna (elder brother). Several 
Telugu Desem legislators of Cuddapeh district have 
come up with an embarassing alle^tion that Mr N. 
Snnivatu Reddy, minister for works, is diverting 
Krishna water meant for Rayalseems district to Nef 
lore district because he has Vested interests* there. 

The Reddys are 
getting ready for a revival 

The powerful Reddy community of Andhra Pradesh, 
which has steadily been losing poliikaJ and social 
dominance Is now mustering strength for a revival. The 
Congressd) is tryifig its best to take advantage of the 
situation and has started making attempts to convince 
(he Reddy community to unite against the increasing 
strength of the Khemmas. The first steps in this 
direction have already been taken in Hyderabad. 
Fortner union minister Brahmanenda Reddy had a 
lone awaited meetingjvith the Prime Minister in New 
Deini recently. Dr Chenna Reddy who resigned as 
Governor of Punjab recently had several rounds of 
diKUSsjons about this before taking off on a three- 
month foreign toor. 


Anjaiah’s way 
of being in the news 



One must admit that T. 
Aniaiah performs his 
•el^appotnted role as 
court >ester of Andhra 
Pradesh politics ro 
perfection. At regular in¬ 
tervals he provioes com¬ 
ic relief to the otherwise 
aKetic atmosphere by 
saying or doin^ some¬ 
thing absurd. His latest 
is the sobriquet that he 
has coined for the chief 
minister N T Rama Rao, 
.... — the yogic CM of Andhra 

4**J*^_ Pradesh. According to 

Mr Anjaieh, NTR k becoming more and more rnsc* 
cesaible to the public aod has turned into a rigid 
disdplinarian. As en asectk, NTR has renounM 
Boo-vegetarian food and therefore Anieieh feels that 
(he epithet that best suits him is 'Vegetarian 
Khomeioi' Reacting to NTR’s decision to sell the 
acatO'Ownod helicopter Mr Anjaiah remarked that 
digBitariea could to future use ‘hero cycles' The 
comment is e double-edged dig at the Telugu Desam 
perty symbol as well as NTR's celluloid past. 
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Indian Corporate Evo)u(ion. The Shrirani Experience I 

Human Resources 


C^Thi hufnan mind )s jur Kindamenul 
resource, iiKkisiry is composed not of bnd or 
byiUinss, nur ever) of Ihe cepiial invested or 
patents owned, but of the cahbre 
of ks people (pQ 

The Shrirani Group 


Begin with vision. 

Build with people. 


The Shriram Group wfer^t lo work for India, 
almost a century ago. gui^d by the vision ol an 
entrepreneur. 

That is why we believe a Corporation's 
fundamental resource le its people. 

People whose ideas and skills are effective in 
thu Indian marketplace. 

People who can svork effectively for you. 


And. we lake care of them. More important, we 
nurture their tamdy units. With housiiig, 
recreational taciliries. Khools, medicare and 
financiat aid schemes, Provideni fund, tor inst.incc 
was instituted in 1943. long before ii was required 
by law 

The resuhs^ A gnxip of people who work for 
people, a little better every day In products. In 
services. In ideas. 


© SHRIRAM 



SHROUM COfKPOAATE BRANDS 
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*There might be a 
mid-term poll next year’ 


Ramakrishna Sarathy reads the stars, palms and faces of the most powerful 
people—not only from India but from all over the world. Just a few weeks ago a 
prediction he had made about a comparatively unknown man in 1981 came 
true—when Dob Hawke became Prime Minister of Australia. At the recent 
Non-Aligned Summit there was heavy demand for his services. MADHU JAIN 
met him recently in his office in E)elhi to record what Mr Sarathy said would be 

his last interview for a very long time. 


you enter Mr Ramekrishtta 
Ww Seraihy’s cUnieaHy white and 
clean little office in New Oelhi's 
Ashok Hotel, it is like golnfi into 
some kind of gone of tranquillity. 
Competing the b/anfc white 
walls is the soothseyer himselt in Am 
startlingly white ohoii and chador 
and (rasn from-a bath look. 

In fact, his translucent eyes over 
which the eyelids seldom come 
down, and the slightly drnnine weice 
end reassuring manner maye the 
client feel tAaf they are sittj/ifi across 
a palmist, psychoanalyst roUed into 
one, Mr Sarathy's chants visit the 
astropalmist as much for peeping 
into their futures as his telling them 
how to get on with their lives - 
whether it is filmmaker h'ederico 
Fellini or any of the politicians and 
industrialists of this country, or 
ambassadors and royalty of others. 

Mr Sarathy says that he is right 
only 70 per cent of the bmt*. ft is the 
human factor which counts in the 
accuracy of his prediction. When 
that elusive sixth sense does not 
work, Mr Sarathy of tea tells the 
client to go home and come back 
again, For, Mr Sarathy does nor only 
look at the palms or casts and stutfy 
horoscopes. He reads faces, does a 
bit of numerology and is a taniric os 
well. When the muse is at work, Mr 
Sarathy can be davastat/n^y right. 
So rtghc that he often surprises him' 
self as well 

In July 1981, Mr Sarathy had all 
the senses at work. A team ofmAustra- 
Jian TV journalists Jed by Mr Bruce 
Stanifara handed him a sheaf of 
photographs and asked him to pick 
the man most likely to beco/na Prime 
Minister. Mr Sarathy took a very 
short time before he held up Bob 
Ha wke 's photograph. " This man. ” he 
said (for Australia 60 Minuic$ prog¬ 
ramme screened on channel 
“could become Frime Minister by 
the end of 1982 or early 1983." Mr 
Hawke did become the mme Mims' 
ter in March 1953, surprising many 
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of the political pundits. This film was 
screened again on Australian televi¬ 
sion after Kir Hawke's victory. 

Not many in India would have 
even heard of Mr Hawke, with, as Mr 
Sarathy puts it “the lucky dimple on 
his cheek." (A dimpta eUewhara ts 
not necessarily lucky—and a dimple 
on the chin hehw a crooked nose 
does not auger too weii) Not only did 
Mr Sarathy choose the winner, (be 
showed me the video film of this 
20-minute programme), but he went 
on to say which of the political 
personatiiies had a chance, end who 
were the runners-up. 

Next in line came Mr Hayden, who 
Mr Sarathy had said vrould perhaps 
share power with Mr Hawke. The 
former was actually the laader of the 
opposition. He stepped down shortly 
oefore the elections were held ear. 
Her this year. Mr Sarathy was dead 

Ramakrishna Sarathy with his (amtly 


right: Mr Hayden is now Australia's 
number two in the political hierar¬ 
chy. For the former Prime Minister, 
Mr Malcolm Fraser, the astropalmist 
did not see too many nice things Mr 
Fraser would have health problems 
and lose. Mr Fraser was operated 
upon later. 

Interestingly enough, thia film was 
probably intended as one of the 
stereo typed oiie.t about the exotic. 
inyaterxoua East. The opening shot is 
of a .ynahe^harmer and the swaying 
snake. The next shot is the astropal- 
mist. But somewhere between the 
conception of this film made in the 
realist outback and its execution, fell 
the shadow of Mr Sarathy's consider- 
abla powers of perception and 
charm. The film took a detour. Then 
Mr Stannard goes on to s^ how 
surprised he was whan Mr Sarathy 
told him details about his life rhat he 
could possibly not have known. 







A mong Mr Sarad^*s more notnbJt 
succtssfui prtaiciiens was Mrs 
Gandhi's spell of bad luck. In 1979, 
in an interview published on 9 De- 
cember 1979, he had said that the 

C ietary combinations were very 
for San jay Gandhi until July 
I980.' He had earlier that year p/v* 
dieted in his horoscope trook for 
Scorpios that Mrs Gandhi could lose 
somebody close to her. In fact, as far 
hack as 1972, Mr Sarathy had told 
the Italian Journalist i>r Rosana 
Zereili that Mrs Gandhi could hse 
jMwer in February 1977. The itaUan 
journalist's article appeared with 
this information in the daily Ajnica 
on 2 January 1977. “/ was wrong by a 
month this time And earlier I had 
<oid that Mrs Gandhi would come 
back to power m September 1980; 
there / wa< wrong by over six 
months." says Mr Sarathy 
Mr Sarutny thinks that his percep¬ 
tions are no tv dearer The estropah 
mist was in a way boni into his 
present profession, although he is 
now contemplating gradually retir¬ 
ing from soothsaying and going into 
htisinvss, something he enjoys and 
feels he has a tSair for. since a vital 
IKiri of good business is /o ItrioM* what 
other ^ople are really thinking. 

Mr aarathy's father. Mr Ramamur- 
ty, who now lives in Madr.ts, used to 
rend the pages of the RriKhu Sami hi* 
C9 /n Mtidras. '‘My father taught me 
two verv important things: how 

E nwcrful the mind really was and 
uw im/Kietani cleanliness is. He 
touched my head when / was born, 
maybe ihat gave me some powers...! 
don't know..." 

The proof of Mr Surathy's interna¬ 
tional success is the fact that during 
the recent Non-Aligned Summit, 
there was quite a rush at Mr 
Sarafhy’s home and office. The NAM 
total: four heads of state (two at 
home, two at the Ashok Hotel-~Mr 
Sara thy refused to go to their suites). 
several wives of heads of state, many 
foreign ministers and ambassadors. 
Mr Sarathy is discreet about who the 
visitors were. But tr J5 outre cieer 
(har wiiat they wanted rea;/y to know 
was how long they would remain in 
power. This question was top prior¬ 
ity. The next worrying concern was 
how they should deal with their 
enemies, who they were and how 
they ought to be tackled. The wives 
of the heads of state were mainly 
worried abour the security of their 
husbands. Interestingly most of the 
number Twos wanted to know when 
they would reach the "top position" 
in their respecrii'e eountrie^that 
is, replace their present bosses. 


M r Sarathy dots not have to 
actually see a person to predict 
his future. Often a photograph tells 
him a few things. For instance. Mr 
Yesrer Arafet, the chairmen of the 
FLO, will only achieve partial sue- 
cess, according to Mr S^athy. '*Mts 
eyes are brieht bur there is no glow 
in the face. He is an unselfish man, a 


giving inao...yusf look at those 
eyes..." 

Mr Suathy also carries on a ror* 
respondeace with some of his clients. 
Suebminisrer Fuller and Federico 
FeIJini, the ItaJian filmmaker are 
quire regular correspondents. 

The Italian maesm regularly con¬ 
sults him about the films he is mak¬ 
ing. Interesrirtgly enough. Mr 
Snra/hy had told Mr Fellini that he 
should not make Ctty of Women. At 
that rime Mr Fe/h’m hud to choose 
between two films. The soothsayer 
was nght: tha music direciur ai^ 
half way through the making of the 
film, a male lead committed suicide, 
the director had trouble finding the 
money for the film—eventually he 
turned to France for the money. And 
the voup de grace: many of the 
crirfcs panned this film, ft was as 
Fellini was to describe it later in a 
letter to Mr Sarathy, "one of the 
most heavy and exhausting films i 
have ever done..." 

Mr Fellint ai one stage had even 
thought of moving to America bur 
stayM on in Iialy because “I feel a 
very strong resistani'e to start a new 
life in such an extraordinaty country 
a> the IIS and try to tell of it. ft 
seems to me l/ke an impossible, 
overpower/ng arremot for a human 
being. It would be like axpactinp a 
newborn baby to .speak, lo express 
himself, and to give his imoressivns 
on what he feels and thinks of the 
life he has started,,. May be this sinti- 
lifude is slightly exaggerated, 
emphaftcai. bui in any case J baireve 
there to be some truth in ii. and this 
is enough to keep me from raking the 
leap..." 



What does the future hold 
for Mrs Candht? 

A: Nothing extraordinary 
'will happen lo Mrs Candhi 
during the next twO'and-a 
Her bad cycle is now over. 
There might be a few ups and downs 
but they will even out. ohe does look 
weak and might have minor health 
problems, but she also has extraor* 
dinary willpower. Mars is in the Lord 
of her House, and this has given her 
so much energy. Saturn has also 
been in an exalted position smee 
October 1982; this has brought her 
into the world picture. Others have 
now accepted Mr as a world leader. 
Internationally she has reached 

J uiie high. This will continue until 
uly 1963 and then the peak will turn 
into a plateau. 

Q: Wj7/ there be a mid-term poll? 
A: There mi^t be one next year, 

but 1 am not sure. 

? : Will she survive poltricaUy.^ 

; Saturn has entered Surya where 
the House of Mars is placed. She wjll 
have to be careful about this. One 
spell ol bad luck ended in June 1980. 
And in late 1982 came another 
period of bad luck when the Assem¬ 
bly elections In Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka were ordered; it has en¬ 
ded for the time being 



Mrs Gandhi: 
Saturn has entered Surya 
where the House of Mars 
is placed. She will have 
to be careful about this. 


J : And Mr Rajiv Candhi? 

; I was on the same flight as Mr 
Candhi recently, and could observe 
him. His face is coming up. There ii 
brightness. It used to be dull, ex* 
pressionlest. These days the eyes 
move, they are no longer fixed. He Is 
picking up things, ^yori is coming up. 
Previously. I did not comment on 
him. 

Q: What about opporxrfon teadere? 
Who has a bright future? 

A: Mr Ch:indrd Shekhar has a good 
hand—Hlthongh he does not have the 
exact date of his birth. He will al* 
ways be in the limelight, the public 
eye. Mr Suhramaniam Swamy has a 
glow on his face; he might go far. 
Political perMiiialities like Mr Morar- 
ji Desai and Mr Charan Singh will 
not return to the limelight. 

Q. What ab<*ur Aial Behari Va¬ 
jpayee? 

A: The scven-und*a half*year cycle 
of had luck has started tor him. His 
health will not be good, he might 
have high bluud pressure and might 
require an operation—kidneys 
pernaps. George Fernandes will sttll 
be on the scene; his efficiency and 

E >wers {if concentration are good. 

ibu Jagjivan Ram is still around 
ai>d might get back into power one of 
these days. The lines on his hand are 
good, although he has a dot on the 
palm which denotes a weakness of 
sorts. 

Q: What about the leaders in our 
neighbouring countries? How stable 
are they? 

A: There will be considerable 
changes in Pakistan, Sri L4inka and 
Bangladesh. In 1985 or late 1984 the 
seven*and*a*half*year cycle of bad 
luck will begin for General Zia of 
Pakistan. He also has dreamy eyes. 
People with such eyes do nor always 
meet a peaceful end. In Bangladesh 
and Sri Lanka the changes might 
begin after October this year. Mrs 
Bandiranaike's stars are getting 
brighter. And so are those of Mr 
Kamal Hossain and Mr Semad Asad. 
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Rajiv Gandhi: 
There is brightness on 
his face now. It used to 
be dull, expressionless. 


Thos« who w«re present around 
197$, Mr Mijjibur Rahman’s people, 
will come m*o nromtnence. 

Q: What will n^ppen in Afghanis' 
tan? Will the .Vovj«r5 withdraw? 

A: Normalcy will prevail by rhe 
end oi this vear or next year. The 
problem will be resolved 
Q: What is going to happen in 
Europe this year? 

Ar In Italy, there will be changes in 
leadership, elthou^ the same pany 
will continue. In France, there are 
not hkeJy to be any significant 
changes In the UK, there will be 
changes at the end of next year, Mrs 
Thatcher will face two no*confidence 
motions The British Prime Minister 
will scrape thro^h. I had said in 


1979 (the Daily Mail published this) 
that two of her ministers would 
resign. 

S : When will (he /ran-/raq war 
? 

A; At the end of this year 
Q: What about the Soviet Union? 
How long wtiJ Mr Andropov last? He 
is said to be ill. 

A: Two more leaders will be 
changed before 1998. They don’t 
give Mr Andropov's date of birth, but 
my feeling is that he will not last 
long. In 1985. there will be changes 
in Netherlands. The health of Oueen 
Juliana will cause anxiety In 19 bS*66. 

Q: And Queen Elisabeth of Great 
Britain? 

A: She is strong. But Prince 
Charles will come in the limelight 
quite soon. In Argentina, Mr Peron’s 
party will make a headway in the 
coming elections, 

Qr What a hour President Ronald 
Heagan ot the USA ? 

A: He is going strong. There will be 
no problem for some lime, I can't yet 
say anything about the chances of 
other candidates for the Presidential 
elMtions. 

Q: Coming beck to India, will 
another Emergency be impost? 

A: No. 

Q: tvhar about rhe economic 
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Chandra Shekhar: 
A good hand. He will 
always be in the lime- 
light. 


health of the country? 

A: I think that it will be the time 
for economic recovery. I see the 

E alms of many businessmen. Their 
ands are good. There are signs of 
expansion. There are many trishuls 
on the hands of many businessmen. 
There will be a lot of development. I 
know what I am saying does not 
sound right since economists are 
painting another picture. The expor* 
rers have good palms as well, 
although, of course, there will be 
many problems. 

Q: Will Mr Amitabh Sachchan 
eventually enter polities? 

A: Yes, he will. But he also has the 
dreamy eyes that fJeneral Zia has. 
He is prone to accidents. 

Q: now successful wilt Mr N T. 
Rama Rao he? 

A: Maybe not for very long. He 
should be careful about nix health. 
He has also to be cautious while 
travelling: there could be an acci¬ 
dent. 

Q: And Mr M. G. Ramachandran. 
the chief mfnister nf Tamil Hadu? 

A: He is allright. He will be 
around for some tune. 

Q: What about the world at large? 
A: It is going to be a very difficult 
time for of us for the next three 
years. In April we are entering into a 
bad phase. The next three years will 
be those of bloodshed. RudrodhJear/ 
and rakehakshi. Power will be sought 
through violence, hence the blo^* 
shed. 

Q: Will there be a nuclear holo- 
eaust? There is new much talk about 
this. 

A: No, all this will be done through 
conventional warfare: guns and 
tanks. If there were to be a nuclear 
war. there would be no bloodshed, 
just ashes. 

Q: How accurate an ynar predie- 
tions? 

A: I would say that I am wrong SO 
per cent of the time. You know there 
are so many weaknesses in astrology. 
We can a 1 m be biased. Nobody has 



Atal Behari Vajpayee: 
Seven^nd*a-haJf year 
cycle of bad luck has 
started. 


predicted as to what will happen for 
the next 20 years. For Instance, no¬ 
body had said that Saojay Gandhi 
would be lost and Mrs Ciindhi would 
come to power, lose it and then 
regain it. Sometimes we don't want 
to see so many things, For example, 
if I saw something had about my son, 
I would try to Ignore it 1 would like 
to protect him. 

Q- What would you say would be 
your most accurate and most impor¬ 
tant predict!on. Something which 
surprised you as weli 

A: I would say the prediction about 
Mr Bob Hawke coming to power. I 
was shown over half^u-doscii photo¬ 
graphs in 1981 by an Australian TV 
team which came to India. I did not 
know who was were or what parties 
they belonged to. And 1 picked Mr 
Hawke’s photograph and said that he 
had the best chances. I also picked 
the photograph uf the man who had 
the next best chances. This was Mr 
Hayden who dropped out as opposi¬ 
tion leader a Utile before the nation* 
al elect ions in Australia in March. 1 
had also said that Mr Malcolm Kraver 
would have problems with his 
health. The other prediction which 
was very accurate was about the 
birth of Bangladesh. I had even pre¬ 
dicted the timing of the war; when 
it would start and end. and I had told 
Mr Samad in inid-1971 that he would 
be the foreign minisier of the new 
country which would be born after a, 
lot of struggle. 

Q: Would^u say that astrology is 
more than a science, that intuition 
plays an unportant part in it as well? 

A: Well, sometimes I have flashes 
of insight and 1 write it down. But ruy 
main approach is to first get the 

E rofession of the client. If ( can’t 
now tha^how can I proceed furth¬ 
er? Then i tell him about his past, to 
see if I am right. After that 1 move to 
the future. 

O; You also read faces? 

A: Yes, ] read faces, paims, horo¬ 
scopes and 1 use numerology as weU< 














India has her strategic 
sights on Antarctica 


A ntarctica is a vast ar^a. If 
India and China are put 
together, they would not 
cover this continent 
which contains the 
world's biggest coal fields, over $0 
billion barrels of oil, 115 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas and im* 
mense quantities of uranium and 
other valuable mineral resources. 
The Antarctic Ocean abounds in 
fish which could some day be a 
source of nourishment to India. 
However, these treasures are ice- 
locked in the world's coldest and 
stormio.st region which can frvese a 
careless person todeath in minutes. 
But humans have never been deter¬ 
red by natural hazards and the 20 th 
Century saw many nations probing 
the area and sticking pin^ into their 
mapM to claim real estate. The 
Antarctic Treaty, now over 20 years 
old. was initially signed by 12 coun* 
tries including OSA, LI^'Sr and UK. 
The aim was to end international 
squabbles by suspending all territo- 
rial claims and setting aside the 
continent for scientific purposes. 
Later, seven more countries signed 
the Treaty. 

Considering iliac only the Indian 
Ocean separates India from Antarc¬ 
tica. we have always had our 
strategic sights on that continent. 
Thus, in 19S9, Mr Krishna Menon in 
a fiery speech in the UN General 
Assembly had opposed the signing 
of the Antarctic Treaty. India’s 
stand was chat the Antarctica, like 
the oceans, was a common inheri' 
tance of mankind and any closed- 
club approach would be de¬ 
trimental to the interests of the 
developing countries. It was at Mrs 
Indira Gandhi’s personal initiative 
chat the Department of Ocean De¬ 
velopment was set up in July 19dl 
as a part of the Prime Minister's 
secretariat. Speaking in the Rajya 
Sabha. the Prime Minister said. 
*'We do not subscribe to the view 
that only a few rich countries have 
the right to such uninhabited 
places. I think chat we and other 
countries have an equal right.” But 
the first problem facing Indian 
plaxiiiera was how to reach the con¬ 
tinent. 

The sea journey to Antarctica is a 
long and hard one. Prom Goa, a ship 
has to cross the Indian Ocean, re¬ 
fuelling en route at Mauritius. 
From here, the ship crosses the 
Roaring Fortie^a strip of ocewi 
between 40.60 degrees which is 
usually a rough passage. It takes 
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another furinight to reach the 
Antarctic Convergence, where the 
warm weten of the Indian Ocean 
start mixii^ with the cold Antarctic 
Ocean. This area plays a major role 
in deciding the earth's climate in 
general and our monsoons in par 
iicular. Special techniques are re* 
quired to move forward from here 
and reach land; a ship enters ice 
and. therefore, lias to be an ice¬ 
breaker Most expeditions set up 
their camps on the fringes of the 
continent on ice; these ramps sink 
every year, and a new camp is set 
up on top of the old whKh is linked 
by a ladder downwards; these 
sometimes sink down to four 
“floors." 

Till 19B2, a down countries oper* 
ated research stations in Antarc¬ 
tica. India was the first developing 
country to raise its flag on the 
continent in 1982. She was followed 
a few months later by China. India’s 
initial aims were modest. It was 
planned that the first expedition 
would have a reconnaissance rule: 
to feel its way, select a site, build 
up knowhow on dealing with the 
weather and ocher administrative 


The two Indian expeditions 
to the Antarctica are 
undoubtedly major 
achievements in the field of 
oceanography and 
scientific research. But 
more importantly. India's 
presence in Antarctica 
emphasises its strategic 
role, which is of even 
greater long term 
significance. 


problems, and to test equipment. 
The second expedition would recov- 
er unmannea recording instru¬ 
ments left by (he earlier one and 
esiablish i permanent base. India 
chattered the services of a Norwe¬ 
gian ice-breaker for the first and 
second expeditions. It was also able 
10 seek valuable guidance regard¬ 
ing equipment from the Polar Re¬ 
search Institute of Norway. Mean¬ 
while. a team of Kiencjsts was 
selected and given initial training 
at Machoi Glacier, a remote spot 
located l.^.OOO feet above sea level 
in the Himalayas. A team of officers 
from the Armed Forces, experi¬ 
enced in cold weather conditions, 
was also selected end briefed. 

A national strategic plan involves 
coordinated thinking on the politic¬ 
al. economic, social and psycholo- 
ical fronts; this does not always 
ave to be supported by the milit¬ 
ary front or the armed forces. De- 

S te the strong presence of 16 
ence personnel who out num¬ 
bered the 12 scientists in the 
second expedition, defence person¬ 
nel had a non-military role and 
were responsible for establishing a 
direct radio Unk between India and 
(he camp, selecting a permanent 
runway, providing medical cover 
and logistics support, operating the 
helicopters and erecting (he Indian- 
designed aluminium and thermo¬ 
cole huts for the permanent camp, 
which unlike many other camps, is 
located on rock. 

Presently, intensive negotiations 
are going on among the Treaty 
powers to establish a regime for the 
exploitation of the continent's 
mineral resources. The signatories 
are all trying desperately to keep 
the United Nations out. Will India 
and China have a joint approach to 
(he question of exploiting the re¬ 
sources of Antarctica? Will India 
and China opt to join the “Club of 
Nineteen" or will they stay with the 
Group of 77 and call for opening the 
Antarctica to all countries or the 
world? Will India, which has now 
developed a permanent interest in 
Aniarrtica, take the issue to the 
UN? If so. how will the UN react 
and how will these issues be de¬ 
cided? The two Indian expeditions 
(o the Antarctica are unooubtedly 
major achievements in the field of 
oceanography and scientific re¬ 
search. But more importantly, Indi¬ 
a’s presence in Antarctica empha¬ 
sises its strategic role, which is of 
even greater long term signifi¬ 
cance 
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TAMIL NADU 

The judiciary is kept under 
surveillance 

The judges feel persecuted as MGR's administration intimidates them 


Madras: The relacionship between 
Che executive and the judiciary in 
Tamil Nadu is like a marriage gone 
sour. What should have been a sym* 
biotic relationship, with one com¬ 
plementing the other, has degener¬ 
ated Into suspicion, antagonism and 
spite. To put u bluntly, the MGR 
administration wellds the big stick. 
There was a literal demonstration ol 
this when Mr V.M. Tarkunde, the 
eminent jurist, was ruthlessly beaten 
up in September 1982 as he led a 
peaceful procession of about 40 
members of Peoples Unior> for Civil 
Liberties (PUCL) in Madurai to pro¬ 
test aoinst poJice arrocitiei in the 
state. The domineering role of the 
government that sometimes borders 
on the boorish, is resented by the 
judges who are increasingly wgin- 
ning to feel persecuted. 

The latest link in the chain of 
events that has brought the two onto 
■ path of confrontation is the judges' 
complaint of police surveillance on 
them. At a meeting held on 27 April, 
the judges of the Madras High Court 
(MHC) unanimously expressed con¬ 
cern over police surveillance on 
their movements and activities. One 
irate judge pointed out that there 
were constitutional methods to moni¬ 
tor the functioning of the judges and 
remove them if found wanting, but 
that this kind of police action was 
"reprehensible.” Another pointed 
out sharply, **We are not habitual 
offenders or smugglers to be kept 
under watch." Agimtcd by the "in¬ 
timidation" and "humiliation" 
meted out to the highest members of 
the judiciary, it was decided by these 
present at the meeting to take up the 
matter with the Chief Justice of 
India. 

For once the government reacted 
with commendable alacrity. The pro¬ 
ceedings of the meeting were re¬ 
ported m the city's leading newspap¬ 
er. The Hindu. The seme evening e 
overnment press note was issued 
enying the judges' charge. By wav 
of explanation, the press note stated: 
"It was not surveillance of the judges 
but only a discreet watch at their 
residences," adding, chat following 
complaints of misdemeanours by the 
sentries posted at the judges' houses, 
a police watch had been maintained 
4a 


to keep an eye on the aciivuies of 
these police guards. It was pointed 
out that on 4 April, in the course of a 
surprise inspection, an assistant 
commissioner had apprehended an 
inebriated sentry and had arrested 
and suspended him from service. As 
there were similar charges levels 
a|ainst other sentries, the author¬ 
ities had felt that • discreet watch on 
these guards in the houses of WlPs 
(including the CM) was called for. 
The press note assured that it was 
inconceivable that the government 
could stoop so low as to keep the 
judges under surveillance as the gov 
emment has the highest regard for 
the judiciary. With this, the govern¬ 
ment hopeo to assure the ruffled 
sentiments of the judges. The next 
day it a marriage function, MGR 
himself denied the allegation, 
appearing to be shocked. He pointed 
out that on visiting the ill-lit house of 
his dear friend, Justice F.R. G^ui* 
krishnan. it was he who had ordered 
the posting of sentries to ensure 
protection to the judg«. 

The official explanation is at best, 
feeble, at worstMnendacious. What 
makes it really suspea is the disclo¬ 
sure of Justice V. Ramaswomi (hat 
he had caught a CID agent tailing 
him and his family. When (he officim 
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was caught (with the help of the 
sentry) and questioned, he confessed 
that he had mn instructed to keep a 
surveillance on ihe judge. When the 
judge a<ked a senioi police officer 
lor an explanation, the latter had 
come up with the ingenious ploy that 
the sentries, and not ihe judges, 
were kept under surveillance. He 
explained (hat the constables posted 
at the judges' houses played card) 
and indulged in similar quesiinnable 
activities. The judge wa< quick to 
point out that there is only one 
sentry posted at u time. 

Justice T. Sarhiadev cumplained of 
nocturnal xione-rhrowing incidents. 
He also said ihat he had been receiv¬ 
ing a number of '‘obnoxious" phone 
calls of late, particularly after hn had 
delivered adverse judgemeniH 
against the government for it?< 
lapses. At this juncture, it may be 
pointed out that Justice Sadusivam 
too had made similar complaints of 
obnoxious phone calls and myste¬ 
rious caller*, ihieaicning his life. 
Justice Sadesivam heads the prohe 
into the spirits scandal, originally 
instituted to look intu acts of corrup¬ 
tion by the MGR government. (The 
terms of reference have subsequent¬ 
ly been considerably expanded sn 
that now more aiteniion is focused 
on ^maUfide’ accs committed during 
Xarunaoidhi's regime from 1969 to 
197S.> 

Cries of outrage emanated from 
various quarters regarding the 
police surveillance on judges. At a 
special meeting of the Madras Bar 
Association on 26 April, a resolution 
was passed, condemning surveill¬ 
ance and describing it as a "blatant 
attack on the judiciary us well as on 
the privaev of the individuals." DMK 
president M. Karunanidhi seized yet 
another opportunity to eke political 
rnileage out of the situation and 
disclosed to assembled pressmen 
that he knew of several instances of 
judges having been threatened by 
the "AIADMK goondas." The issue 
was raised in both the Houses of 
Parliament. In the Lok Sabha, Dr 
Subramaniam Swamy (Janata) 
pleaded for a discussion stating that 
there was a "breakdown of the con* 
stituitonal machinery" in Tamil 
Nadu. Mr Aial Behari Vajpayee 
(BJP) said that though he old not 
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coasirue it as tincamount to a break¬ 
down, it was nevertheless a ‘‘serious 
matter.” Mr C.T. Dhandapani (DMK) 
asserted that the state government's 
action posed a threat to the inde- 

K ndence of (he judiciary. Speaker 
Irani Jakhar said he would nave to 
ascertain more facts before allowing 
a diKUssion on the subject. In the 
Rajya Sabha Mr M.C. Bhandare 
(Congress-I) urged the home minis¬ 
ter to stop the surveillance. There 
were clashes between the DMK and 
(he AIADMK MPs when the Issue 
was brought up. 

The deplorable incident when Mr 
Tarkunoe was beaten up was 
another instance when MGR had to 
personiUv apologise in view of the 
nationwide protest. It Is learnt that a 
senior police officer in Madras, and a 
close conflddnt of MGR had givtn 
the green signal to the Madurai 
police authorities, to go ahead and 
intimidate the PUCL marchers. The 
slip • up occurred because nobody 
bargained for the presence of a man 
of Mr Tarkunde's stature. To the TN 
lice, PUCL is anathema, primarily 
cause they have raised questions 
about the authenticity of the ‘en 
counter* deaths in the past. 

Interestingly enough there has 
been a new aevelopmeni to the incl- 




dent in which 




Tarkunde was 


beaten up. Mr Sathyamoorthy, an 
advocate and PUCL member had 
filed a case against inspector Kumar- 
avelu in the chief judicial magis 
(rates court (CJM) in Madurai, re* 
eardms the beating up incident. He 
later filed a writ petition in the MHC 
urging that his case be transferred to 
the court of the CjM of Raptanatha- 
puram, because the Madurai CJM 
was suspect. Mr Sathyamoorthy 
alleged In his petition that the hear* 
ina of his case had been systcmati- 
caTly delayed and finally on 20 April 
when the hearing was fixed, he had 
seen inspector Kumaravelu going in¬ 
side the magistrate's chamber where 
he had remained closeted for 20 
minutes. Justice M N. Moorthy of the 
MHC has demanded an explanation 
from the Madurai CJM and has 
stayed all proceedings in the latter's 
court regarding the case against in¬ 
spector ICumaravelu. This instance, 
serves to underscore the growing 
suspicion that the police in the state 
are busy striking clandestine deals 
with members of the judiciary to 
meet their own dubious ends, and 
that they wish to subjugate the 
judiciary by either intimidation or 
bribery. It is not without a certain 
amount of justiftcation that PUCL 
activists have time and again puty 
lished areiclci in newspapers aMut 
Tamil Nadu beings “policestate." In 
this context, Mr K. Mohandas, in¬ 
spector genersJ (crime and intelli¬ 
gence) has been identified as the 
man who pig*h«adedly believes in 
exhibiting the brutal ml^i of the 
police. mCR relies very neevlly on 
the police and senior poUce officers 


have often misguided him, con¬ 
vinced as they are that the /erhi is 
the panacea to all problems. 

If all the skirmishes that have 
erupted between the MGR govern¬ 
ment end the judicial had to be 
described, it would literally be a 
blow-by-blow account. When Mr 
K.B.N. was appointed as Chief 

Justice of Tamil Nadu, he had mface 
a lot of opposition from the TN 
government. MCR's contention was 
that the Chief Justice (indeed, even 
the judges of the High Court) should 
know the language of the state. The 
import was that those who knew unly 
English and Hindi and who did not 
know even a smattering oi Tamil, 
were resented. The outcome was ihai 
Mr Singh who has been posted here 
over a year ago, it yet to be allotted a 
house to stay in. He continues to live 
in a room in a guesi house. This is 
despite law minister Mr C Pon> 
naiyan's sanctimonious assurances 
at a press conference in Ociober 
1982 that there was no calculated 
delay in the allotment and that 
the government was willing to pay 
Ks 4000 a month, if need be, io 
accommodate Mr Singh. While such 
generosity is not warranted (the ceil* 
mg fixed is Rs 2S00 per month) such 
callousness is also, by the same 
token, nor warranted. 

The government and the judicury 
can never see eye lo eye on another 
vital and sensitive area—ihe 
appointment of judges. Mr Singh had 
recommended the promotion of Mr 
S.A. Khader. the seniormost district 

H dce as o High Court judge, as also 
r K. Venkaiaswamy who was uus- 
ted from the post i»| government 
pleader a few months ago. Predict¬ 
ably, only Mr Khader got the govern- 
ment clearance. Likewise, the state 
government's recommendation for 
the elevation of Mr K M. Naiarajan 
of the Salem Bar as High Court 



judge, did not meet with the approv¬ 
al oT Singh. It has often been felt 
that only pro-government persons 
are appointed as judicial magis¬ 
trates. Recently, Justice S. Natara- 
jan of the MHC was exasperated by 
the inordinate delay in releasing i he 
list of persons to be appointed as 
judicial magistrates. 

Another recent confruntaiion was 
between the legislature end the 
judiciary (St'NOAY 24 April). Justic** 
T. Sathiadev issued summons to 
MGR following a ovn warranto peti¬ 
tion filed by DMK MLC Arcot Veera- 
somi regarding the derogatory re¬ 
marks made by MCR about the 
courts on the floor of the Assembly. 
MCR referred ihe matter tu iHe 
speaker, who after pondering over 
tne issue fur a week advised him to 
ignore the summons. The con¬ 
troversy look a dramatic turn when 
an u(i»et Sathiadev wanted to know 
if MCR had made a |>«rsonaf refer¬ 
ence to him. 


Thanks to a ruling hy Justice G. 
Maheshwaran of the MHC in 1981. 
the (Kilice in Tamil Nadu do not have 
to snow Ihe first inierim report ro the 
accused Houiing legal cuiiveniinit, 
Justice Maliv.shwaraii had luled that 
“the entire scheme of the criminal 
procedure code is that investigations 
into an oireiice slmiiid he kept cun 
fidential and thai copicH of the h'lK 
to the accused could be furnished 
unly ijfier the chargr-ihevt is filed.'* 
Needless to uy this ruling had been 
put to much use (or ahiisel bv the TN 
polico—a fact that was highlighted 
in the case foisted against Skills. » 
small organisation dvvuted to evolv¬ 
ing low cost meihod-< of communka- 
(ion At the instance of l.G. Mohan¬ 
das. a case of sedninn was filed 
again SI ihe memlx-is of the organisa¬ 
tion. who were denied an KIR They 
filed a counter peiiliun and subse¬ 
quent ly all charges against (hem 
were dropped. Delivering the judgi*- 
meni in ineir case, Juslicc V. Kam.is- 
wamy, who is critical of Mahesh- 
warail's riiJing s.iid. “There nr« over 
1.5 lakh accused against whom Ihe 
police are yor rn file ch.irgesheetv. 
Most of them arc kept on ten¬ 
terhooks for nearly three years” 
adding, “the High Court will soon be 
issuing directions to magistrates to 
send reminders every two months tu 
(he police in every criminal case tu 
frame the cliargesheet." A few days 
after he gave this ruling, Justice 
Ramuswami became aware of the 
police surveillance. Indeed, it is 
rhete s«irl of inri<ienfs whit'h give the 
impression that the TN police is bent 
on arm-twisting the law to bolster its 
not-so-above-lK»ard operations. And 
unless efforts are taken to remove 
the doubts and suspicions that cloud 
the TN administration's actions vis-a 
vis the judges, the independence of 
the judiciary will certainly be under¬ 
mined in the state. 

Anita Fratup 
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ASSAM 


AASU infected by the 
canker of communalism 

Caiihuti: Thu communal frensy 
whkii rockud Assam durm^ and at- 
rui* the K«bniary elect inns, has strip* 
ped (he AJl Assam Sludenls Union 
(AASUi of (IS secular facade. This 
Im) led in a veciical split in (he 
tnonolirhic uraanisaiion which had 
s|H*jrhea«l«:d (he movement for (he 
Use fi>ui yeai s. 

The main strength uf the Assam 
students so far had been their capac¬ 
ity to keep (heir iniernal bickerings 
wjihjn ihe premises of the students 
hosiC'i. The washing of dirty linen in 
public, so much favoured by poliii* 
cians. WAS never indulged in by the 
studeiiis. However, ii is a fact that 
there had always been a tussle 
aoionp the hawks and doves within 
the AASU as also between the liber- 
*il ,<iid communal elements. In the 
last two years, particularly during 
the jiL'iiod just before the elections, 
the ]iro*RSS elements in (he move- 
menr had become so blatantly 
uKgresAive that a showdown seemed 
imminent. The Muslim students 
wuhiii (he AASU who had all along 
watched (he activities of the conven¬ 
er of (he AASU volunteer force Mr 
JoyiiAth Sharma with suspicion, are 
now ionvinced of his pro RS$ links. 

They Aho feel that people like him 
Olid hi<« supporters should not be 
given much prominence within the 
AASU as (hey work on communal 
1 iiies. The attacks on religious minor¬ 
ities immediately before and after 
rhu elections, had also antagonised a 
suable neciiun nf the Assamese Mus* 
lim.s who had. by and large, re* 
niaiMt*d ulonf from (he movement. 

Kowcvcf. after the Nellie killings 
.<iul other related incidents, (here 
v;«i» .< folding among the Assamese 
^ ,.iJt I he movement was tak* 

iij* ii dangerously communal turn. 

^le^surp was mounted on the Mus¬ 
lim lc'udor^»hip of the AASU lo take 
note of this fact. In fact, posters 
denouncing the AASU vice- 
president. Mr Nunil Hussain and the 
president of the Kamnip district 
unit. Mr Nekibur ^aman. appeared 
in many localities dominated by 
Muslims in Cauhail and other places 
in Kamrup and Darrang districts. 

The Muslim leaders of che AASU had 
virtually become social outcasts. 

While psychological pressure was 
mounted on them from their com¬ 
munity, the students themselves 
realised that the pro*RSS elements 
led by Mr Joynath Sharma were 
slowly emerging as a powerful force 
within the AASU. Their potential for 
miKhlef was enhanced by the fact 
(hat tha AASU volunteer force la a 
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well armed organisation and many of 
its local leaders are openly anti* 
Muslim. Arms and ammunition, col* 
lected by the force ostensibly for 
''self defence" were distributed only 
to members of the majority commun* 
iiy. Much of the real information was 
also kept hidden from the Muslim 
leaders uf the AASU. It is only 
recently that many of them, after 
having seen things for themselves on 
visiting (he troubled spots and 
gathering information from tha peo¬ 
ple. have come tv know the actual 
events. 

According lo Mr Nekibur Zatnan 
the meeting called by the Muslim 
members on 12 and li April on ibe 
fvemises of the Barooah Law College 
in Oauhati. was ''done in order to 
review che situation after the elec- 
rion which had led to misgivings 
among the Muslims about the true 
purpose of the movement. Our idea 
was (o suggest means of strengthen¬ 
ing the AASU for the mater good of 
(he people of Assam. According to 
(he Muslim students, both PrafuUa 
Mahanta and Bhrigu Rhukan knew 
(hat (he meeung was going to be 
held but did not ask them to with* 


hold it. Prior to this, both Mr Nurul 
Hussain and Nekibur Zaman had 
told the AASU president and general 
secretary about their misgivings and 
their fear (hat the AASU was bein 
unnecessarily influenced by the RS 
and BJP supporters from within the 
students. However, though both the 
leaders promised to look into the 
matter, nothing was done. This was 
why the Muslim students submitied 
v their IS-point memorandum to che 
I AASU president for immediate im- 
I plementation. • 

’ Mr Nekibur Zaman maintained, 
"By holding a meeting and submit* 
ting a memorandum, we have done 
no wrong and have not breached any 
clause or (he AASU constitution. The 
removal of Nurul Huasain from che 
post of vice-president and the serv* 
ing of show cause notice to him, is 
absolutely uncalled for.*' He pointed 
out that lust after the announcement 
of (he Assam elections when four 
AASU members, Bharat Narah, 
Digen Bora, Rupam Kakoti and 
Gagan Dutta had tried to negotiate 
with certain quarters in New Delhi 
for porticipa(ion in the elections, no 
questions were asked about (heir 
move. Was this not breach of AASU 
discipline, Mr Zaman queried. 

Mr Prafulla Mahanta and Mr Bhri* 
gu Phukan maintain that by calling a 
separate meeting of Muslim stu¬ 
dents. Mr Nurul Hussain and his 
supporters have definitely breached 
the AASU discipline and as such will 
have to be served with show cause 
notice. They emphasised that the 
action taken against Mr Hussain is 
the normal practice in such a case. 
The AASU leaders seem determined 
to take a hard line on the issue and 
are not willing to make a comprom¬ 
ise. Some more expulsions seem to 
be in the offing. Neither Mr Phukan 
nor Mr Mahanta are unnecessarily 
perturbed over the split in their 
ranks and feel that the overall im¬ 
pact will not be far reaching. It is a 
fact (hat the Muslim leaders of the 
AASU are more or less embellish¬ 
ments with no real say in organisa¬ 
tional matters. Moreover, as the 
majority of the Assamese Muslims 
have remained neutral on che Assam 
issue, the break of the Muslim stu¬ 
dents from che AASU will not make 
much of a difference to the support 
base of the agitation. As a matter of 
fact, there are very few Muslim boys 
in the organisation. 

The present split m the AASU is 
regarded by many obsetrers here as 
tbe handiwork of the astute chief 
minister.Mr Hiteswar Saikia. Senior 
civil and police officials in Gauhati 
are delighted with the turn of events 
and feel that "this is (he beginning of 
che end for the movement waif ans.” 
However, it is by now an established 
fact that the senior administrators of 
Assam are notoriously short sighted 
and the majority of tnem do not see 
beyond the end of (beir noses. 

Seeme Guhe 



LOK DAL*CONQRESS(J) UNITY 


An exercise in mutual 


back-scratching 


New Delhi; Ae a consequence ot ehe 
unity moves th it have been t^ewing 
for a while Lok Dal pre$i4lent» Mr 
Charan Singh agreed to step down 
from the presidentship of his party» 
jn favour of Babu Jagjivan Ram if 
the CongressCJ) a^eed to merge 
with the Lok Dal. From all Indica- 
iion$« it appears that the merger of 
these parties is almost certain unless 
there is some last minute obstacle. 

The process for unity took a posi¬ 
tive turn when both the leaders 
jointly addressed a public rally at 
Patna on 1 May. The Dal leader 


said that his party and the Con> 
gress(i> had decldM to have “unity 
in action for the next few months'* 
and to seek the confidence of the 
people before a formal unification. 


oltowiim the Patna meeting. Mr 
Charan ^ngh and Mr Jagiivan Ram 
plan another joint rally at Kanpur on 
^ May and later, meetings at Indore 


Sa May and later, meetings at indore 
and Bnaratpuf. 

The only nitch that is delaying (he 
proposed merger of these two par¬ 
ties. is the stand taken by Mr Suresh 
Ram. Jagjivan Rain's son. He has 
been insisting that both the parties 


sbouM be diaadnd W o W 
ger takes place and that a new patty 
with a new name and flag should be 
created. Moreover, Lok Dal is 
vehemently opposed to this idea. Its 
members feel that if they lose both 
the party's name as well as its presi¬ 
dentship. they would face a 
tremendous identity crisis. The only 
condition in which ih^ might be 
t^pared for a dissolution is if the 
Democratic Socialist Party presi- 
dent, Mr Hemvati Nandan Banuau* 
na (with Congressmen of his Uk), 
also agrees to merge into this 
alliance. 

The main architect of this prop¬ 
osed uoUy and friendship between 
the CongretstJ) and the Lok Dal is 
the Lok Dal secretary and Rajya 
Sabha member, Mr Satyapal Melik. 
Mr Malik had been ^enly advocat¬ 
ing this move since 197$, out he did 
not weiid enough Influence at that 
rime. He is not, of course, the first 



A heroic fight against cancer 



Bombay: Vandans Kadam. a nine- 
year-old schoolgirl from ^ne was 
seriously ill and had come wiih her 
father to (he Taia Memorial Hospital 
in Bombay (or tests. Here they found 
that the showed all the symptoms of 
acute mylogenous leukaemia, which 
in children and adults is a largely 
fatal disease despite advanced ^ug 
treatment like chemotherapy. About 
niriery per cent of ihe viciims sue 
cumb within two years. 

The doctors diagnosed the disease 
in Vandana who was physically 
wrecked by weakness, anaemia, de¬ 
ficiency of blood platelets end infil¬ 
tration of the booy with leukaemic 
cells, in September 19$2. The de¬ 
velopment of cells was chaotic, there 
was an abnormal growth of cells in 
her bone marrow and imma*ure white 
blood cells in the bloodsteem. Vande- 
na was put on a radiation and che¬ 
motherapy treatment for which she 
journey^ to Bombay intermittently. 

As she was responding well, the 
hospital decided to go for a bone 
marrow transplant. Two of the doc¬ 
tors, both in their early thirties 
Suresh Advani and Mrs PJl. Kur* 
kure—had been trained in donor bone 
marrow transplant Dr Advani studied 
in Seattle Hospital and Dr Kurkure 
was at the Royal Marsdan Hospital in 
Erutland. 

^nce August 19$2, Dr Kurkure had 
performed five bone marrow trans- 

S lants at the Tate Memorial Hospital 
III with a difference. She had used 
(he patient's own mairow and the 
cases were of specific area cancer. In 
the case of leukaemia where blood 
cells of (he entire body are affected, 
the transplant has to be from donor 
marrow. 

Dr Advani and Or Kurkure ex¬ 
plained that the first step was to get a 
matching donor This was made easier 
because Vandana ii one of five chil¬ 
dren and the bone narrow could be 


taken from her seven-and-a-half-year 
old brother. Umesh Vandana's 
father. Vithal Kadam had been asked 
whether he would permit his daugh¬ 
ter to have a bone marrow transplant 
and he is said to hove told the doctors 
that even If it was not successful in 
(he case of his Jaughier, ii would help 
(he doctors in their search for a cure- 
And so Vandana was admitted to an 
isolated, germ free environment on 11 
March and vhe was fed through a 
catheter inserted in the neck as she 
would noi he able to eat anything 
once they staried treaimeni of heavy 
drugs and radiation to destroy her 
marrow and leukaemia cells. Normal 
and leukaemic cells which were 
formed in .(be bene marrow were first 
totally destroyed by powerful drugs 
and lethal total budy radiation. The 
patient at the moment of total radia¬ 
tion was reduced to almost death 
stage, the cell count dropped to near 
aero point and the patient's system 

Vanda/ie ; a brave (igfit for svmvei 


was rendered roially defenceless 
against the slightest nf infvrtion from 
(he environment. 

After this was over the next stage 
was (o inject U mesh's bone marrow 
cells Thu process is lough and te¬ 
dious Dmesn received 100 punctures 
around his hip which is the place 
where the m<ist marrow is produced. 
With each puncture, three cc of boiw 
marrow was extracted; .WO ccs were 
needed. When all of ii was collected 
and (he cell counts in VaRdano's body 
dropped to near zero, the donor hone 
marrow wa^ injected iniravcnou<ly 
into her body. 

The doctors in the .IS-mernber tenm 
headed by Dr E^aftil Dvsai, director. 
Tata Memorial Centre, which worked 
from 11 March to 20 March on this 
feat, humbly admit. "While this is nut 
an ofginal contnbutiun. we believv it 
is a pioneering one in our cnuniiy nnd 
will open new vistas in the treutinvnt 
not only of leukaemia but other dis 
eases too. paiijcularly in children and 
young adults." 

Even six weeks jftcr the rransplanr, 
Vandana vva< up and about Her 
chance of survival, say the doctors, is 
40 per cettt. whic h. i s good. It will t a kc 
at least rwn years for the i*ffec(s of 
radiation and the strong drugs to we ir 
off. Her skm. now blackened by radi.i- 
tion. will lighten and her hair which 
has viriualfy dropped off will grow 
again. Vandana is iuckv (hat she cati 
survive. Four other children who litui 
come with her did not survive (hA 
chemotherapy ireatraeni. 

’Die Tata Memorial Hospital whetc 
(his heroic transplant was performed, 
prides itself for more reasons th.m 
one. ITte costs which were borne 
entirely by the hospital, worked out to 
around Rs 1.95 lakhs, whereas (he 
cost abroad is rupees etgJu to T''n 
lakhs. 
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person lo tn end brine rhese lenders 
on one pUtfonn* During the 197S<79 
JsAtis Psrty crisis, Mr Madhu 
Linayc and Mr Hemvati Nandan 
Bahuguna had also tried, unsuccess* 
fully, to bring these two together. 
Then again in 1960*61. Mr George 
Fernandes too failed in the same 
mission. Last year, during the 
Harvana Assembly elections, both 
Mr Madhu Limaye and Mr Satyapal 
Malik had wanted an electoral 
alliance between the Lok Dal and 
the Congress(J) in the state but the 
rO'BJP lobby led by Mr. S.P. 
eutam <the present treasurer of the 
Lok Dal), prevailed upon the 
Chaudhary. who entered into an 
alliance with BJP in Haryana in¬ 
stead. Jt was only after the Delhi 
elections when the Lok Dal BJF 
alliance failed again, that Mr Malik's 
moves got a new lease of life. 

It Is (airly clear that Mr Charan 
Singh has asked Mr Jagjivan Ram to 
head the Lok Dal in order to remove 
the Impressiun that ha and his parry 


are aiMz*bariJaB. Aa Car ICr JagJivaii 
Ram, the preeideatahlp of (he Lok 
Dal would mean a return from the 

C ' tical wilderness into which he 
slipped. (There is no denying the 
fact that today Mr Ram's party exists 
only on paper.) The elaments in (he 
Lok Dal %vno support this proposed 
unity, are quite convinced that the 

e iliiical friendship between the two 
aders would lead to an alliance 
between two malor vote banks in the 
north—the backward castes led by 
Chaudhury Charan Singh, and the 
scheduled castes, who are behind 
Babuji. 

There is one significant factor, 
however, which the Lok Dal cannot 
afford to overlook, in the near fu* 
ture. And that is. the majesnty of the 
grassroots workers of the party 
would pref^ a unity with the Janata 
Party instead. They feel that the 
natural ally of the tok Dal is not 
Babujl's Congrass(J) but the Janata 
Party. 

A Special Correspondent 


TAX EXEMPTIONS 


A paradise lost in 
Sikkim 


Gangtok: The bubble has burst. With 
the introduction of the Central Ex. 
cise Act. Sikkim has ceased to be the 
tax 'Shangnla* it had been for near¬ 
ly two years for the large tobacco 
companies of India. Far ^om usher¬ 
ing in an era of rapid industrialise* 
lion, the cigarette companies which 
were earning abnormally high pro* 
fits have closed down and over 1,000 
workers have been thrown out of 
their Jobs. 

When this former kingdom be* 
came a part of India In 19/5. part of 


the merger agreement was that cen¬ 
tral laws and regulations would be 
introduced here only in a phased 
manner, ostensibly tor the speedy 
industrialisation of the state. The 
central excise, income, dividends 
and corporation taxes, the Industrial 
Development and Regulation Act 
and I he Monopolies and Restrictive 
Trade Practices Act were thus not 
made applicable in Sikkim. 

One man. who reaped maximum 
benefit from this arrangement, was 
Mr B. K. Shrestha. a suave business* 
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* Diaa btaad ig Pgraa dif fa te Sath* 
mandu valley. Both (he chief secret* 
ary and induatries secrecary (o the 
government of Sikkim, Mr M. P. 
Pradhan and Mr K. C. Pradhan, were 
Mr Shrestha’s couaina. Thus, bypas¬ 
sing the directorate of industries and 
armed with a letter of intent from 
the industries minister, Mr Sancha. 
man Umbu (who has since been 
remove^. XCr Shrestha floated the 
Sikkim Tobacco Company Ltd as a 
joint venture with the state govern¬ 
ment in December 1980. He held a 
majority SI per cent and the state 
held the remaining 69 per cant of the 
shares through the Sikkim Industrial 
Develc^ment and Investment Com* 

J any. Sikkim Tobacco than went in 
or a collaboration with the Golden 
Tobacco Company (GTC) of Bombay 
controlled by the Dalmias. The 
arrangement was that all technical 
knowhow and raw materials were to 
be supplied by GTC. Machinery was 
also hired out at a nominal rate. This 
company was to produce GTC’s 
popular b^nd, Panama. For every 
1,000 sticks rolled. GTC would have 
(0 pay R$ S to Sikkim Tobacco as 
"fabrication charges." Production 
started in January 1961. 

An exam in ia cion of (he cost struc* 
ture reveals interesting details. A 
stick which costs 10 paise tu the 
consumer is made u|> of the following 
components. 6.S paise is accounteo 
for ^ central excise dues and 2paise 
IS dealers’ commission and profits. In 
other words, the actual cost of pro¬ 
duction works out to only I.S paise 
per stick. At that time the bulk 
excise levy was Rs $5,000 per one 
million stick. The entire marketing 
operations were channelised 
through two outJets, namely, the Gol¬ 
den Himal Investment Co. Pvt Ltd 
and the Golden Sikkim Investment 
Co Pvt Led, both based in the state’s 
capital, Gangtok. While Mr Shrestha 
owned the former conmany, the lat* 
ter was controlled by four members 
of the board of directors of GTC, the 
managing director, the financial con¬ 
troller, the executive director 
marketing and Mr Sanjay Dalmia. 
who has ownership interests in GTC. 

Another agreement was that Sik¬ 
kim Tobacco would receive profits 
and in turn bear the expenditure in 
the following proportion: up to 100 
million sticks 70 per cent; up to 200 
million sticks, €0 per cent and over 
200 million sticks, SO per cent. Sik¬ 
kim Tobacco was producing an aver¬ 
age of 245 million sticks by October 
1962. 

By end of 1981, ITC too decided to 
capitalise on the boom. Tlie company 
joined hands with Kan^enjunga 
Properties aifd Agencies and openra 
up their facion at Jorethang in 
S^th Sikkim. Tnis move from ITC 
prompted Mr Shrestha to file a suit 
winst the state government in the 
High Court on grounds that Sikkim 
Tobacco had the sole rights to pro¬ 
duce cigarettes in the state. The 
state government then issued an 
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ordin^^ 'ih Jun« 19S2 wbmb^r 
mor« Ain one producer was permit* 
ted to produce tht same commodity. 
It was also around this time that the 
industries secretary Mr K. C. 
Fradhan was transferred from his 
pose and soon after this. Mr Shrestba 
withdrew his suit. Earlier, the Oov* 
ornor of Sikkim. Mr Homi J. H. 
Talyarkhan. had addressed the &uin* 
bay Chamber of Commerce and 
briefed Bombay indusiriaUsts about 
the opportunities available in Sik* 
kirn tor setting up new industrial 


ventures. 

The floodgates were thrown open 
and many other companies ariived 
on the scene, collaborating with sec* 
rions of the local elite. GTC ex¬ 
panded their operations further and 
established new manufacturing units 
with Tendong Pvt Ltd owned by Mr 
H. Lakhotia, Shangrila Enterpriies 
controlled by the owner of Sikkim 
Distilleries, and Dentong InduMriea 
owned by the piesidem of ihu Sik* 
kirn Priidesh Congress Commit* 
lead), Mr Sonam Tsetiiig. The 
Natinnal Tobacco Company <NTC) 
under Duncans Agro Industries Ltd 
of Calcutta, teamed up with Riasell 
Industries Pvt Ltd, while Godfrey 
Phillips opened their account with 
Sikkim Inve.simvnts Pvt Ltd in a 
niHkesluft factory at Doornli and The 
Vasir Sultan Tobacco Company of 
Hyderabad had a tic up with Ruyung 
Industries Pvt Ltd, The managvment 
of the latter groups were, in enert. in 
the hands of (he parent company 
.since their popular brands were 
being produced. The sales wvre 
channelised through the local part¬ 
ners and both profits and costs were 
usually shared im a 60:40 basis. 

The companies, of murve. knew 
(hat the Ventre would any day clamp 
down and impose excise efuty un 
their production Zero hour came 
this year and all the equipment in 
the factories ground in a hah. During 
this period the central goverment is 
estimated to have lust over Rs 300 
crores by way of excise duly from 
cigarette companies and cosmetics 
manufacturers. The Industrial De¬ 


velopment and Regulation Act was 
also introduced in !»kkim soon after* 
wards. 


Till February this year, 22 letters 
of latent were issued for the menu* 
facture of cigarettes alone in Sikkim. 
An interesting development that 
occurred recently was the dropping 
of the minister of industries. Mr 
Sanchman Limbu. from the cabinet. 
Mr Limbu was initially responsible 
for issuing the letters of intent. His 

B ortfolio was taken over by the Chief 
(inister, Mr Nar Bahadur Bhandari. 
Mr Sherab Palden who was then (he 
minister for finance, reMrtedly ub* 
jected to certain top bureaucrats 
conniving in the "industrialisation" 
process of Sikkim. He too was not 
only dropped from the cabinet but 
from the party as well. 

The side effects of (he tax bonanxa 
have not always been particularly 


favourable to the ^Urfefmeee. Real 
estate values shot up over 20 nmes in 
Gangtok in the past two years. 
Moreover, the manufacture of 
cigarettes has hurt the sentiments of 
the Buddhist section of the popula¬ 
tion. The iure of quick and easy 
money had started eating into the 
social fabric and it is felt that the 
companies had reached <i level 
where they could influence stale 
policies and programmes. The profit 
motive cnulg not have been more 
glaringly revealed than when oil pro 
auction ceased the very next day 
after (he ceniral rax Jaws were iiitro 
duced in .Sikkim. Most of the wiirkerv 
in (he ciga'^**t(«-‘ factories were clasM 
fied as geneial. casual workers aiul 


after three monrhs of (nlAfiig wanr 
either retrenched or kept as prob* 
arioners. Following the gufdeunes 
provided by the government, the 
retrenchment was completed by ear* 
ly March 

This period will continue to re* 
main in the minds of the industrial* 
ists and the local elite who can count 


their share of (he spoils and look 
back nosfalgically on the Shungrila 
lhai was. But it hah been an 
altogether shocking experience for 
the simplo.luHiest person in the state 
who naturaly feels that his land has 
lH*en mercilo.s^ily exploited and sub* 
sequvntly dropped like a hut brick. 


Yum ben Luba 


GUJARAT 


Hostilities come out 
in the open 


Ahmedubad: Even as he is beset w ith 
grcMip rivjlru's wiihin the Guiarai 
CuiigreNsd>. tlie chief minister 
Madhavsiiih Solaiiki apiK'ars io I.*- 
drifiing uway from his ^iliiical men¬ 
tor and former l*CC preMdent, 
Jinubhai iXiijt. as well 
Iri hurd-hilting public utterances 
last rnojiih. Mr Darii, (lio mercuiiaj 
und outspoken hsulei of dir iriliab 
in M^utii Guiurut. accused vinie r>r 
the CM’s closest allies of (tying to 
(lusi him fifim (hr post of the execu* 
(jve chairman of the 20*poin( prog¬ 
ramme implemenialinii commilUt*. 
Mr [>ui ji identified Mrs Kokila Vyas, 
minister of state for health and tour¬ 
ism, her husband Mi Ilariprasad 
Vyas and Mr A.shok Bhogilal Patel, 
former treasurer of the l*CC as 
among tho^ who ws»h to him go. 
1’hesc three were bracketed with 
dissident leaders like Mr Narsinh 
Makwana and NavJn Kavani, both 
MPs, in their attempts to remove Mr 
Darji. This is (he first time in (he 

K ill two-and-a-half years (hat Mr 
arji has corns* out openly against 
these people. 

The dissidents have never made a 
secret of their inrenip dislike of 
Jinabhai Darji as executive chair* 
man of the 20-point programme im- 


Derjf. turd-bitting srarements 




1 




S ilemcntotioii committee and they 
lavo boon i»aying that he has tur* 
lushed rhr image nf tho Cnngrossdl 
in Gujaist' As executive chairman of 
this high powered committee, he cn* 
inys ihc siatiu of a minister, 
although he does not draw a salary. 
The opposition parties have always 
dubbed Mr Darji as the 'super chief 
niinistor.' And the dissidents have 
licen agaiuxi him because he is the 

K ruponent of the Kham ikshuiriya. 

arijans, adivasis, Muslims! theory, 
advficatmg scat alliKHtiuns among 
these commuiiiliei. 

What has surprised pgUtical 
analysts in the state is that the 
former PCC presideni has chosen to 
come out o|ic/ily against his deirac* 
lots now. He is still full of praise ftn* 
the chief minister, of course, who. he 
said has been consistently telling the 
high command that his work in the 
20-p(nnt programme committee has 
established a eoiKf rapport between 
(he party aniT the poor. Mr Darji 
however, did not seem to be so sure 
of the high command's altitude. In 
an interview published in a Gujara¬ 
ti dailv. he said he would never think 
of leaving the cqmmittee because of 
the campaign against him. But. he 
stated, the moment the high com¬ 
mand said so, he would quit. 
Wittingly or otherwise, it was the 
media that played a role in bringing 
out Mr Darji’s venom. As newsmen 
vied with each other to publish what, 
in fact, Mr Darji told reporters strict¬ 
ly off the record, the truth came out 
into the open. Observers here fee) 
that Mr Jmabhai Darji has brobabiy 
realised that sooner or later, chief 
minister Solanki may have to sacri¬ 
fice him for the sake of amity in the 
fac tion*ridden part y. 


Tushar Bhatt 


S3 




A tor exprftmtntt tn a VS litt»>ralory 


Brutality in science 


WaiiUAj|ioa: Kven as Amenc«ns pre> 
p«r«4 w massiv* civil dvmmutra* 
uoni ig ba held in proteti of the 
bnicel creacmvnt and wasceful use of 
mvnkejrt in naiivnal primaie centre^, 
varnm* Indian press reports revealed 
that ihe US mvemment was pressur 
inn India in Tifi its ban on ihe capon 
of rhesus monkeys. Similar pressures 
were recently applied in Bangladesh, 
wiih certain vS sute depanmeni 
offuials allegedly ihreaiening lo cut 
off food aid if monkey exporters were 
denied permits. 

In (be last iwo years, (he U.S. has 
been rocked by exposes of conditions 
at (government sponsored laboratories 
that use monkeys and other animals. 

Last year the organisation. People for 
(he Ethical Treatment ^ Animals 
(PETAL conducted an undercover In* 
vesiiution and brought to light tbo 
shocking mistreatment of monkeys 
inporied into the US from the Pbi]ip< 

E ines for '‘medical experiments." 

lacaque monkeys, covered with 
sores, some with open, broken bones, 
were seized by police from the filthy, 
cramped cages of a renowned Mary 
land scientist. Barrels of monkeys 
which had dted mystetiousJy were 
also uncovered. Months earlier. 

Donald Barnes, a researcher for IS 
years at a Texas air force base, had 
resigned, exposing brutal expert* 
menis in which rhesus mookeys were 
permanenily strapped into metal 
chairs, given fatal doses radiation 
and forced to run on treadmills until 
(hey died. 

According to PETA chairperson. 

Alex Pacheco. "Many monkeys 
assigned to 'medical experiments* are 
actually killed in hideous and painful 
biological and chemicaJ warfare teats, 
like tnoae conducted at rhe Aberdeen nations. 


ProvingCrounds and at Port Dietrich. 
USA. These experimentation facUi* 
ries are exempt from all fedoral and 
local inspection requirements." 

In rhe recent past. Time magatine 
had reported fraud in animal experi* 
mentation at the prestigious Harvard 
University; ankles and books have 
been appearing rouiinrlv on the sub* 
jeci of mistreatment of animals in 
American laboratories. Tht use of 
monkeys in olher questionable ex* 

f erimenis is under fire now. Dr 
oben White of the Cleveland. Ohio 
Clinic is very well known for irans* 
planting the heads of monkeys. This is 
causing e great ethical debate among 
religious leaders who do not (Klieve 
(hat the ulcimaie goal—to transfer a 
head from one human being to 
another—is morally acceptable. Dr 
GennaruUi at the University of Penn* 
sylvania is under attack for testing 
football and boxing helmets by 
crushing the heads of fully conscious 
monkeys. 

Richard Attenborough’s epic film, 
CaitdAx, is now showing to full houses 
all over (he US and American nevrs 
programmes and conversations are 
alive With discussions on aAimsa. 
Everyone in the US is moved and 
inspired by Gandhi's strength, cour* 
age. conviction and compassion for all 
living beings. His words against the 
laboratory use of live anmals (vi* 
visectioft) are now seen cm placards 
and leaflets: “I abhor vivisection with 
ail my soul.T detest the unpardonable 
slaughter of iiuioceai life In the name 
of science." PETA chairperson Alex 
Pacheco says, '*ln these times of hun¬ 
ger and hardship, money wasted on 
crude, repetitious aod frivolous anun* 
al experimenti should be spent to 
feed (be people of the Thiro World 
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Crova's disc 


Ba^ marks 


The Crove*s disc wiU help you 
visualise the changes which take 
place in the air when trains of sound 
waves are set up'by a vibrating body. 

The only implements you need are 
a thick paper card which is 2 Sx 2 $ cm 
in size and a drinking straw or hand 
drill. 

Drawing a circle with a radius of 
four mm near the middle of the card, 
divide it into eight equal pans and 
number it as .shown in ine figure 
below. With the compass point on 
No. I, draw a circle with a radius of 
20 mm. Similarly, place the point on 
No. 2 and draw a circle of radius 24 
mm. Continue in this way around the 
inner circle making the radius circle 
four mm larger than ihe one before. 
You will thus draw eight consecutive 
circIv.Y. 

Continuing ornund the inner circle 
a second lime again make the radius 
of each circle tour mm larger than 
the one before. You can dn this a 
third time also. 

You now have a Crova's disc. Bore 
a hole in the centre of tl.e disc with 
the width of a drinking straw. Insert 
ihe straw in the centre of the disc, 
and spin it—or better still use a 
hand-drill to rotate the disc. 

The best method of observing the 


effects of waves crowding together, 
moving apart, drawing up together 
and separating again is. to look 
through a narrow slit, covering the 
rest of the* disc while the disc is 
spinning. As the sound waves prop¬ 
agate in the air. regions called 'con 
densaiions.* where the layers or 
.shells of particles of air move close 
cogethcr, and regions called ’rarefac¬ 
tions.' where the layers or shells of 
air particles move further apart, are 
formed. 


Next time you go on a wildlife 
expedition, do not be discouraged if 

G u don’t see animals face to face. 

ok instead for the signs of (he 
animals by observing "marks left by 
some species on the bark of trees 
while they hunt for food, 

Teke bears, for instance, which 
leave behind tooth and claw marks 
on trees after they strip off the bark 
and eat the juicy pulp within, or deer 
which eat the bark of young trees 
when food is in short supply by 
tearing it off with an upward move¬ 
ment of their teeth. Identifying 
animals by examining the mark»i 
they make on barks can be on in* 
teresiing pustime. 


Spot what's wrong 


Do you know? 


Can you make out what is wrong 
with this picture? 


A common way of cooling one's tea 
is VO pour It in a saucer—partly 
because the cold saucer takes some 
of the heat, but more so because it 
spreads the tea out and so exposes it. 
Heat, as we know, can get in and out 
when things are expos^. But if we 
taJte a hot bottle and wrap it in a 
thick layer of blankets, it will stay 
hot for many hours. Similarly, the air 
and the crust of the earth serve as 
blankets which keep the fire inside 
the earth packed in. Taking into 
account the fact that these blankets 
are being warmed from outside by 
the sun and that ne^^^heat is being 
generated by radioactive elements. 
It is understandable that it takes a 
long time for the earth to get cooled. 
But cool it must. 


Figure this out 


Figure this out 


The dlagrain(.irighL)Bhows the plan 
of a house with a number of doors in 
each room. Can you go through all 
the doorways passing chrough each 
doorway only once? ^u mey start by 
entering any room and end up any* 
where. 
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The first time In a 
man’s life 





Nev^r before has someone 
belonged to you so completely 
Of depended upon you for hw- 
happiness, secunty and 
protection. Keep the g)ow of 
love in her eyes. Discover each 
other. 

There will be a ome when 


you are both ready for children 
and the responsibilities of a 
growing family. Not yet. There 
are and ways to plan a 
family. And there is Ourex 
Gossamer. A man's 
contracephve. Safe. sure, simple 
and totally convenient. Durex 


Gossamer is lubncatcd with 
Sensitoi and rtwide of the 
sheerest latex to give you a near 
natural feeling. 

All over the world men are 
using Durex Gossamer to help 
them plan their families. Now it 
can help you plan yours. 
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MADRAS: The Tamil Nadu Le^i: jt. civt 
Council witnessed an unusual »i:ene 
ivhen leader of the House, Raja 
Mohammed, challenjsed a Cnnureasu) 
number. Mr Tindivanem Ramamuor 
hi, lu come injt of the House for a 
duel.' Angry exchanges between the 
wo followed a remark by Mr S. R. 
iradlia (AlADMK) that production of 
and handlooms could be a bo* 
ished in keeping with the times. Mr 
^amamoorthi asked wheti.er the chief 
ninister had the guts to abolish khecfx 
1 reduction. When Mr Kradha pr^ 
ested against this remark, Mr Raja 
Mohammed intervened and lai^that il 
Mr Ramamoorihi wanted to settle 
cores outside the House, he was prO' 
>ared. The challenge was accepted by 
he member. Thu information minis* 
er, R. M. Veerappan, intervened and 
aid that the views of the ruling party 
nember on abuliiion of khadi need not 
lecessarily be the views of the state 
;overnment. Mr Ramamoorthi should 
lot have used harsh words against the 
hief minister, he added—^orrherr? 
ndJa P3tnka {Jayenro Kr. I>ey. Alla* 
labad) 

EW DELHI: India's ambav^dor id 
urma, Mr G. G. Swell, has been 
warded a black belt in karate by the 
iger Karate Belt Association of Bur* 
la. It took Mr Swell nearly two years 
I intensive daily practice to win the 
istinction. In the diplomatic history 
f India, he is the first ambassador to 
in a black belt in karate—Hindustan 
fmes (H. Majumdar. Roorkee) 

ELGAUM: Mr S. Somnath, assistant 
)mmissioner, Belgaum, who presided 
rer a municipal meeting on 16 April 
)83 to sanction 30 janaca houses, was 
unned when be found chat the muni* 
pal peon, Waghamare, was handling 
le allotment show. Mr^mnath found 
lat Waghamare had placed fev. forms 
fen though he hao received many 
jipUcation^fitdian Express (Kudur 
. Satyanarayana, Bangalore) 


BANGALORE: Cao^' inabOttv of a 
father to find matching brides for his 
hi^y qualified sons be made a public 
grtevance to seek remedy from the 
^emmeni? The answer seems to be 
m the affinnative to a resident of 
Madras. The resident, a retired super* 
intendent in posts and telegraphs de* 
partment, has made a request to the 
state law sunister, Mr A. Lakshmisa* 
gar who holds the portfolio of 
public grievances. In effect the re¬ 
quest wants him to conduct a matrimo¬ 
nial bureau—fndiao Express (Laliiba 
Ananthanirayanao. Huoli) 

CALCUTTA: Mr Jyoti Basu was shock* 
^ when he went to the SSKM hospital 
on 19 April 1963 to get his teeth 
examined end found that the most 
sophisticated dental machine there 
had been out of order for the past ten 
years because rats had mewed its 
electrical wiring. Mr Jatin Chakrabor* 
ry. PWD minister, said that not only 
had the machine been nibbled by rats, 
but ma^ of its pans had also been 
stolen. Tne machine was installed in 
the hospital in 196S at a cost of R$ 
SS.OOO and had never been serviced 
since— S<etesmen (Cham Rup Bethia. 
Calcutta) 

NEW DELHI: It was literally a case of 
grabbing the chair in the Delhi De¬ 
velopment Authority's Vikar Kutir last 
week. A superintending engineer. Mr 
R. L. Hens, currently posted in the 
Indoor Stadium, forced his way into 
the office of Mr J. R. Singhal. another 
superiijlending engineer, and in the 
]atter*s absence occupied his chair. He 
then reportedly forced the personel 
assistant to circulate a note saying that 
he had assumed charge of the new 
office. When Mr Singhal came from his 
work site he found that his chair had 
been grabbed by his colleague. Accom* 
Denied by the uDA's chief engineer. 
Mr Singhal rushed to the vice- 
chairman, Mr Harish Khanna, who 
immediately ordered the "reinstate* 
ment'' of kfr Singhal. It is learnt that 
Mr Singhal has been transferred to the 
CPWD, his parent office. He has. 
however, not been relieved due to 
certain exigencies. Mr Hans was due to 
fill his vacancy— Jttdie/t Express (R.K. 
Jaisansaria, Calcutta) 

NEW DELHI: Two slifes of “Modern 
Bread" with an iron ring embedded in 
them were ^»layed in the Lok Sabha 
on 18 A^l 1^3 by Mr Satyanarayan 
Jatiye (BJP). Dunne zero hour. Mr 
Jatiya brou^t to the notice of the 
Speaker that foreign matter had been 
found in the bread manufactured by a 
government ewnpany. He first took 
the slices TO agriculture minister 
Birendra Singh, referred him to 
his coUeaaue, food minister Bhagwat 
Jha Asad, When Mr jatiya approached 
Mr Asad he waved bun off—Ninduireo 
Times (Amarjeet Singh Bhatia. Mus* 
soorie) I 
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We are poor people. We do not |o 
on eeriu surveys of floods. I go m 
my old Ambassador to visit peo¬ 
ple in their poor dwellings—Be¬ 
gum AMullah, wife of Sheikh 
Abdullah, in ^ohe 

Poor Sethi, the home minister, 
rising from his seat half a dozen 
' times to walk up to Alexander. It 
IS Alexander who should go to the 
home minister—Atal Benari Va¬ 
jpayee in Surye 

These Sikhs (like Zell Singh and 
Darbara Singh) fill their stomachs 
by licking me dust off Indira's 
cnappals—Sant Jarnail Singh 
Bhino ran wale in Indie Todey 

No major American television 
network will buy a film critical of 
Mrs Gandhi at this juncture. The 
Americans, in any case, love a 
royal family, provided they do not 
have to live under one them- 
aelve^Nayantara Sihgal, on the 
proposed American and Russian 
films on Nehru, in Sieiesmen 

The Third World is filled with 

E primitive people telling virtuous 
les, We are not one world and 
should not pretend we are—V.S. 
Naipaul in Sew York Times 

Afghanistan is not an Asian 
Switzerland where people ar^ 
scampering up the mountains ev¬ 
ery weekend to vote in a referen¬ 
dum—Inder MaJhotra in Times of 
Indie 

I am a cautious banker by tradi¬ 
tion and I am still cautious—Tom 
Clausen, president of the World 
Bank, in The Times, London 

They (Indian editors) are not in¬ 
terested m the making of journal¬ 
ists and quite unintentionally 
through indifference and com¬ 
placency, may preside over the 
breaking of much young talent— 
Don Moraes in Gentleman 

Journalism is supposed to be the 
most fun a woman can have with 
her clothes on—Katherine 
Whitehorn. noted British col* 
ufflnist, quoted in Weekend Re* 
vfew 









e air-dd secret of toiig 
s^llm hatr 


Morning freshness 


Evening enchantment 


A ytty speciti pan or your 
beauty it yohr hair Keep it 
ions* derk and Miken with 
Dabur Amia hair oil. A lew 
dropt everyday look after your 
ikair and enhance iti 
natural beauty. 

Coolinf. nourishing and 
dohcately perfumed, 

Oabur Amka hair oil hat 
been the tecr^ ^ many 
women have shared for 


Dabur AmU hair oil 
Everyday care for kina hair 


UlAA*R#«ia7 
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flOKHUSoA 

A notiMrKtrcM upon 
wboa U4v ] uck us uo) 
nnU«d Uto kindly, \$ Zsnn% 
tVsAa^ With h«r first few 
films, no one ever ked eny 
doubts thst ske was good, 
rrllible, srtlne msterisl. 
But then, suddenly, ihinfs 
seemed to change and she 
slipped Into the trap of 
doing some petty roles in 
some really insignificant 
films. And this is a sure way 
of gettini sidetracked In the 
ceHuloid world, Tbese days, 
therefore, even those insig* 
ti if leant films hardly ever 
come her way. She Is now 
paniC’Strickat^-^nd under* 
siandably so—wondering if 
she too will soon join the 
ranks of so many talent^ 
yet neglected eciresaes. for 
nn fault of hers. If that does 
happen, the industry wiU be 
the poorer for it. 

I t is a sad and sorry state of 
•ffairi for someone who 
once showed tremendous 
promise, rfne Munim seens 
to be at the most dismal 
depths of her career. She 
has not signed any new films 
as a heroine and the new 
heroes of the Industry, parti* 
cularly the starsoaa, appear 
to be unwilling to wt^ with 
her. The scene is certainly 
gloomy for the pretty young 
acirass. So much so that 
Tina is now accepting any 
roles that are thrown her 
way—she is even willing to 
malce mere guest appear* 
ances. Llule wonder then if 
she is having doubts about 
her choice in her personal 
life. Did she. indeed, make a 
mistake by ditching her 
boyfriend of seven years’ 
standing, the young 5an/ey 
Dutt, and falling for itg/esh 
Xhanna. a concroverii^ fi* 
gure and a men 20 years her 
senior? It certainly seams to 
have affected her wofes* 
lional life in an averse 
manner, but perhaps It’s 
still not too late to make 
•mands. 

l^obody knows, even to* 

Li day, exactly what went 
<«rMg in the DanoyDe. 
txongpa*JCiffi ralaiiociahlp, 
rheee two had a baautiful 
iffair goiu for years 
ogetner (Danny was even 
aady to marry Kim) but 
ben ebings tumw4 sour all 
li a sudden. TIm very same 
Hnny who had laft no stone 
inninMd In hie aiiampisto 
Irina Kin Into eba limelight, 
laddad to dr^ her and Imi 



t>Mnny: ? 


bar to fend for hersalf In the 
big. bad film world. But hau 
efrio the plucky Kim. She is 
today, fr^ly enthused and 
Is courageously giving bar 
career a hearty second try. 
Not only this, but she has 
also decided that if she fails 
In this attempt then she will 
leave the country and make 
a new life for herself some* 
where abroad. 


frna Munim: in d/smaf depths 


Zarfa#.' petty roies 1 RajeJikshmi: optimhtic 


M edhavi abould have no 
causa for coo plaint. 
She has nearly 100 films to 
her credit and she has made 
a fairly wldespra^ name 
for herself by Ming ouite a 
versatile actre ss , capable of 
bandlii^ a varieo^ er roles 
But yet. she Is dissatisfied. 
And the reason for ibu is 
that sba haa never yet done 
a role where her talents aa a 



dancer are displayed. And. 
she thinlis, unless she gets 
such a role, her career is 
going to remain incomplete. 
The quirks In filmdom will 
never ctaee to surprisel 
"D eftlekthmi, who shot 
x\ into stardom with her 
first film, Shankerahher* 
enam. Is now wondering 
wha t went wrong with her 
bhe is yet to get a noihar 
challengini role after that, 
and hasliad to acitle for 
lefc^er roles. Bur she his 

X LBiiiB aplenty and that Is 
It keeps her ^Ing. 


O nce upon a time, Kadhf* 
ira and Chiranjeevi 
were the hit peir cd the 
Telugu celluloid world. But 
of late producers eeecn to 
prefer to cast Madhavr with 
Chinnjeeri. Is it because of 
Ridhiki's marriage to Pra- 
tap Potbat? Or has Pretap 
asked her to go slow? 

P taybeck singer 5. Janaki 
celebrated her 2Bth year 
in the film industry at a 
modest function hel d re* 
ceatly. So far she bas re* 
cordM about 7500 songs and 
will soon complete 10 .M. 
Though Lata Mangesnkar 
bas sung more songs than 
she has. Janaki can con* 
fidencty say chat iha is one 
up on cha former the has 

■ung in more languages than 

Lata. 

S aritha and Sarada have a 
few things In common. 
Not only are they vary 
' ulantad accrosses, but both 
ahara an abhorrence for 
make*up. Unlike others, on 
screen they do not apply any 
Baka>up. It It clean, natural 
boauty for both of them. 












Fashion Fabrics 
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SURE 


HOPS 


It’S a super selection of 
squashes and syrups for the 
thirstiest of gangs! 

Dipy s Orange, Lemon 
and Mango Squashes. 
Lemon Barley Water, Lime 
Cordial, Pineapple Crush. 
Rose Syrup and other 
delicious syrups. 
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Suqflay wedt Beginning 15 May 


By AMRITLAL 


(15 Apf<l-14 Mtv) 
2B/^2rfflJpThii 19 gong to Oe an 
4 Ausptcioua wtvk tor aH ot 

Thar* will b* r«pid 
^-''wea*ipani4on m bualnass. 
Sp*cui*liv0 v*ntur*a wiN yiaM fruitful 
raauU. A aacret iucoation will b* 
•Mlr*m*ly hflipful Prof**9ton«l* tr* ltt*> 
fy to win the pfiii* of %». A ludry week tor 
•HgiMe bachelors end elao for tooee who 
a/e to love. 

Qeotf Altai: 17. 1$ and 19. 

Ueky eamMrt! 5. 6 and 7. 

FiMarabti airtatJw: Ftorth-weet 


rrr -1 TAUWI (I5 lt»y-14 Jaw) 

domaetic affaire wil 
needy progreia toe 
I j weak. TN$ period le perb* 

U^AeSouj cuiarfy lavourabto tor mat* 
fere roanng to property. For tnoee am< 
ptoyed a promotton he ikaly. Buetoeea 
men ehouid emoao on new venturee. A 
lucky phaee for epecuiatore and gemb* 
lere. 

9eoA tfatas: 1$. i7 and 19. 

Lucky iHMikan: 1 . 3 M 4. 

Ftvearabfa diraettoe: Eeet 


CEMMI (19 4m—U My) 
Thie ie not a favourable 
L Y for you You wil be 

Tf jA^fecedwrthetotofprobleme 
do not loti heart. 
Buetoteamen ara aaked not to atari new 
buaireee entrprieee. AH Unde of apO' 
cuiative venture# ehouid be avoided. 
Profienonaie ehouid itey away from any 
kind of controverey. An elderty member 
at home migM fall eenoualy ill. 

Ooed Mm: 10, 20 and 21. 

Leaky aanlaa: 2. 6 and 8. 

FevoereMe Alrectlen: Nonn-eaai. 


mr^lTr^CMCEH (11 My-14 Ac- 
fnl) Thhe week begtoe with 
fubaianbai gatoa tor moet 
of you either through toherfr 
Q^^^^^»tance or promoilona. 
Bustoeesmen ahould look forward lo a 
profrtabto yet bwey weak. Studanta wW 
receive awarde for their extre-currtoula/ 
actfvHlea. A good week tor lawywi and 
thoee in the ewii eaivtee. Couriehlp and 
marriage are toracaat. 

Oeed Mm: 18. ie «>d 20. 

Lacbv weiken: 4, 7 end 9. 

FtveenMe IHectfia: Weet. 


r?h UO (II ieiMt 14 SeptM- 

Bueirievemen are 
/Oedvieed to devoto more 
^ tone to iheir work leet toey 
be cheered. Tiy rwt to rely 
' on any one tola week. A favourable week 
for profeetooneii erto creative arwte. 
Social engegement a wW keep them 
buay. The dorriee tic front looke peaceful. 
A tog aiepnee m toe form of an mhen* 
tance e in etore tor aom# of you. 
Bead ditoc: 18. i6 10 
tacky aeiaNr e : i. 8 end 4. 

Feieer e ilc direetlea: South eaei. 


R VMOO (II iMtofPdto 14 

October) If ectrevegance 
end over*oplim»em le 
curbed, thae week wdl prove 
tobeefeatykickyone You 
wdi achieve progreee to eimoet ad Aeide 
of work. Sponamen vnd reeetve awarde 
For profaMtonab. there are chencee of 
going abroad on eibgnment Oomeetic 
kferemamapeecefui. 

Oeed latoa: 17. 19 and 2i 
iMky Reatoare: 3. S and 7. 

Ffveerebie dliacfle*: 6aei. 


K LJIAA (11 Ocleber^H 
HfVCeiier) TNe week, you 
mU be erfacted by favour* 
abieettra. Some of you wil 
tohem pioperfy and moat of 

your court caaci wto be eofved. You wii 
atoo (tod youreeff in a poelbon to repay 
your debto. Speeulatore verauraa wM 
yfald fruitful reeufts. A good week tor 
tooee to love: eecret meefinga and out- 
toga are indUMed. 

Goad datM: 1$. 19 and 20. 

LMky aetabto e: 4. 8 and 8. 
rw eerMe dkaatiec: Norto 


a bCOfra (II mnabir 14 
PiMBkir) Mtotohay wtdle 
toe tun ahtoea: .adopt Ihle 
aa your ntotto tola weak. 
FrIaM tnd r etoitvea wM 
be around to ahara your happinaat. A 
promotton ie Ikely lor tooee of you who 
ere employed. FtoandeNy. tole looke UK* 
a bright wM. BuetoaMmw wfd proaper. 
Howevar. tola ta not a tone to aanie legto 
matlera. 

Bead dilar 18. 18 «to 19. 

Uaky awaban: i. 6 wto 7. 

Tt rnrmt iirnm: Souto. 


S IABITTAIUUI (18 Oaaam- 
bar-^ld dHtoary) A word of 
cftjtton; tola la going to be 
a haciic week for you. 
Bueineeemen ehouid pey 
arientton to mlnuie dataiie. New contrecte 
and daala are to the oftoto* Thoaa to 
eervica are adviaed not to diapiaaa# their 
eer>iore. Romantft proapecia do not look 
veiy promiaing. A letter at the end of toe 
week win brtog important newt. 

Bead dafai: t8. ie and 2i. 

ICBky ewnbarv; 2. 4 and 6. 

FaveeraMt dlractlaa: Souto-weat. 


CAPflK08N(1l4ailfafy-wl4 
Pabmaiy) Financiiiiy. ihie le 
R a very lucky week. 

Buitoeaamen may embark 
/i on new venturei. Prolee* 
atonaia may r>av# to make very imponent 
cher>gee m ihek career*. A change of 
reeidence <• indicated. The time \9 parb* 
cuiMfy favourable for creaiive wntere. 
Thie is rwi a good week for thoee m love. 
Baad dator 18. ia and 20. 

Leaky eimberi: 3, 4 arto 9. 

Favevrebla dlncllea: Weal 


AOliARKII (II Fabraafif-14 
l Marcbl A fair meaaura of 

I aucceaa arid good fonuna 

I* in atore tor you tola week. 
Othera win benaW through 
the good offtcee of thoee in authority. Ar 
excellent week for thoee In the civil 
aervioee. PcAcemen wHl receive awarde 
tor their braveiy. Thoee ebove 40. ehouid 
be vigdant about thair health. Thia la an 
ekceitont weak tor love and marriage. 
Bead datoa: 1S. f$ and 20. 

Ucky aemban: 2. 4 and 8. 

Fieeumbla dfracttaa: South. 


a ra^EI (II MaKb-14 April) 

Thia week you are adviaed 
to be ctkdtoua to eN your 
de a Mnga Whether Iri buafr 
neea or on toe pfofeealonal 
front, toinga do not look veiy peeoeful. 
Thia fa a tone when your enemiee wlH 
prowf around you: you will be deceived 
by codeaguea told frienda «>d ai heme 
you wB be miaunderatood by one of ydur 
neto oned^ Keep an eye on your health. 
Bead datoa: 18, 19 m 20. 

Ueby ■■■baft i. 4 toU 7. 
r aMtoMi dbioBta: Norto. 


Far toaaa ben aa Frtdaya: Moat of you poaaiai very oomptox 

naturea. You happen to ba amiable and ton-iovtog in oBMfrciring 
of trtonda and relativea but amor>g protoeannai peopto and 
employera you lend to be tokatod wtto whatover to^ aay. Thia 


dieftotomy to your ehereetor doea noi aeady oaln you frienda. But 
tooee who Hke vou do eo beoeuM toev undenttnd vour mneia 


tooee who Hke you do eo beoeuM toey undenttnd your mneia 
goodrtoM of heen Bo. a word of edvtoe; H doea not pey to HMreal 
any 0^ Bb 0ood end ettartove end you wi make headway. 
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BUckGOid by Qotcinny and Uderzo 


ftUT W6 Muar TAKe X TXINWU 
SOMe fcOCKOItfACIClO 1 KAVftDtOOK 
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Sm*! IWbiW) 

AAhdugh (h« emphffif of A<| Mfumn •• 
v«rv much on eur«ni dovoiopmoru In 
eh*M, I do not w ihff chowitf ot win fy 
pfociudo (he occoiionai ituAt bod Mte Pm 

K m*» fich and eologrrul poat. Fo* lodav 
m w* lurn ih« cantio of ouf Mlontion 
from MoaeoM lo CileuTI* |fl. tfio vaor 

NM loo much ia linowo bbeui Om 
croa lo) a of (ho foUowinp oneouMar, laaot of 


•a Oio nano of iho fitpftr of tfa Md 
0 t«co^ f detiW portiapa DOM out Pat Pa 
vaalt u a *otton atna al ihoerr a Pa Pna. 
SaHa hovbif fbot aafyood H In Pa 
IMOfc 

WNm hod: NN 

Vkafwa Oaaa, SaMts Oombft 
Caleutio ISM. 

1 M4 P-M 2 M-QM 

J P-M PaP 4 P^ 

B B-K3 

SaMa'a uttia o»o>otoP«o hmwo uPP eh ia 
by no moaa o* bod io H looU 
B . . . P^ 

for tfa JiiQ«4or. Medom iMa* 
fowovr iho moro c o noarvOwQ B. . . P >43 
4 Pa^ B-NB* 7 f»-BB M-OI 

• PiM B-OMI 

WP do a oPoadt on Oa oPpa ot a pradpieo. 
f>a looa a Pa OP aould to«u« Ma Unp 
MPr d a» u M apmaocnon 
B PaP* R-ft 1 10 a-ONBt M-B3 

11 P-BBI 

Punoif No l»(A fbmN In StaMtafai pHn- 
cafao. ftomofy Pat afiab da coda a fbm 
Para a no donpar (CouM hova fooNd mol 
11 . . «B^t« 12 R-4U B-Bd* 

IS M4 B-RS* 14 KaB 
Trufy awning Pa Ocrdion imp*' Ho eouU 
hoy# aougm • <PPw by 14 R-^13 B-B4* 
IB K>I4. 

14 , . . P-QMM 

From Pd peM onia>a*Pa pay anioa Pa 
fburPkdmanaan. H IBNflC fMCB* IBK* 
BB 0-04 a mpia 

IB NxPlI VoeOiag QHi for ha Unp, m 


npay Pa Qvdn popfuN a throoiofad 
IB .. . IB IMIBII 

In coao you dttt't noPeo. WMo Juol aft ha 
oan puaan on prt$t. (wt don’t pboic. H 16 
. OaQ 17 a-B6* and 17 . .KxNBaP<* 
or 17 . , . KxP TB B>^ 6 * rodolma Pa 
puaon afpi o lolnnlra porno. 

IB . . . fMUU 17 K^B QkQ 
N<M Pal thoro ora no B^6+ peotlbUIOoa 
lef abevoftoiol 

II BaP QofI IB K-P6II 

ThroaioNng moM in one (H-BB) 

IB . . . MiiN 20 NoRl 
AwNdtog Pa nop of Pa eontury (Pa loot 
ora ot ccuroel. 20 BxN B-BB+I 21 BsB 
RaBi aiimifating Iho vHol blahool 22 RaO 
R-Q3 mato. Nko ono. NNf 

20 ., , P-M 

Bona 20 .. RaN 21 BxN mota 

21 PbN P-ft4 22 B-40 RxH 

23 B-42MBIO01I 24 B-P7* R-B2 

2B B>BB 

Npw Pwaoianmg from o raw Onglo. nanaiy 
B-06 • prvmoi^np tht pawn with mata. 

2B . . . R-Q17 OlAOfUfd 

rh* onfy movf wot 2 B . B>6Tf whon 
M^it« hn ro toko poipatuH choeho on N6 
ond R7 

2B R-R7IIRoolpno, 

Ha cannot atop B> N6 mala, or fndaad 27 B 

06. RaB 26 7 ^60 mota. 
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a 0 OUanpo tort of way in# Poaawo corP 
on (Na dial, pfoyad in $ii Oar«anda ot both 
toMot of 0 motcTi^ woo W««’o 4 of 
(hamondt 
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South'a Nvo C 4 u 6 t. otawnng Nt po<na« 
Pat Pare wpuU not be two aaoa in iNa 
tw*i. woe Qufte 0 pood ideo 
Wool lod Pa Rap o< oNbo ond Han. a 
roducb hoeri rwfH. pnMdad w Ha 4 of 
40mondi South took «ra taort ruff, then 
paved efi irumpa. a omva at tNa endMp: 
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Tho 10 of trump* exortod o (vv>col 
douba aquueip. ond eyaryora aeemod 
contenr 

6 ui M%ef a awrteh a the A of uumpe 
wM e mirape, m lh* dafe n da ot Pa oPat 
able aoWaP ft South oat out a rvff 
hoorte. Pa 4 of diamondi wouW forte Pa 
Jod ond dod«r«r wewU rat be atii a rvR 
twice So Wool plovod eabonpor defence • 
a spade el Mdi two, dae tre ylnp the an tt lea 


See bird! end coeotot vawa in the 41a iH 
Man prouida the de aipra Of e raw aerlao cf 
aw'vaOue defmHIve etampa being laojed by 
the Uerui Poet QNke for ordbary uao. The 
Miinceompraea 12 vehieo ranptngfpem Ip 
to iBp The lip atomp (ebouoj ohowo 
ahept on the ttuel of the CeP of Men. Pa 
■malt telond which l«e* of1 Ha aouPvwoat 
lip ot Man. The daeim era Che work of 0 
Douglaa ortat. John H. Nichglaon, Rl. who 
has tieatjhed merty oPar eampo. oa waH 
aa coine end bontmotaa. for the late of Mon. 
Thie a the third doflntPve oortea to be 
teaued ameo 1973. when the Monx Poet 
Offke become on Independent eoPiorttv 
end introduced Ha own Homge. 
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QUESTIONS 

1 Whai IS apostasy? 

2 Whal IS Ihd scipntrfic namp for mp 
boo? 

3 What arp ihp spvan ppadty sms? 

4. Whal is lopiary? 

5. In Ronan mythofpgy. who la oocpp 
dPfPd thp poddpss of SpnriB? 

6. Whal « aPurophobia? 


7. Who >a a mttoop ts t? 

8 . What 14 a poogoi? 

9. What Pops a sphygmomanompipr 
mpasurp? 

10. Who i» P myrmidon? 
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o^ippop ao uOKJidP 10 uuof pue uiojj 
AiiPd lOftnpfAipui wAq HQAPjg Bill i 
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Sunday ctbss 


No. 4 


IS Puw mgMO ko ^ comptriy couU IM lo (9) 

IT Tmt Mj* K e«n M prOr«unc«d |9) 

20 H* $Mm$ i» h*«« nk M U o d 0>9 vt of Tf'ow oo<ng (SI 

21 Oo tm0 ccn io rwi tot hotkoy gtvo you • rA$h7 ($> 

23 Flgr Agm^lMOS you lo Ot) u'^^oomolricol Mw^rt (9) 

2$ Fonnor m#0« MforitaO. no ntppy tnoOnjm (?) 

20 Fvl oi tot bngtrt on, «r t stolhng poet (7) 

27 Thtrttott. tot Buntittt d tgpt f couU gr^ you a fluy dnnh («) 
20 Thit l^jgHtt >f nol fftol. howtvtt (10| 






1 Could toiit tuddtn fr^ bt Out lo tot rnutict* god^ ($| 

2 Tht comnvHLGtrtntfi and «od(trtlt 09 ttot( could btiupetfiuous 

3 IMhfljpily, $■ CtOt It notSy—wHt( DtCuttnMsi (It) 

4 Cty Fwgt. totat crociMt^ (?) 

5 I ttt Ut N, ptmtpa. ts rotibuAvt juatet |7) 

T.To opt tor aomtooo ptottwtdy roundtO? (S) 

2 Dtt tcant. unto'tinMy. «l tot tittlling pFtet (9) 

9. Ahwtyt Itlt m Wcndtrlwto? (3, S, 6) 

U.^ttort totn ont tomM offipmg naiM dtug mtdfy (9) 

10. Con. n|pil7 Stongtty. vt ttturwd fttfm (9) 

10 Ottn «*tt batoy n fw rr^tot (7) 

19 To out from t odd mtnattt? (7) 

22. OiiDtoo tost loss, gol muto up and titcltd (S| 

24, Puma*. Otcauta tot toti it n iMttt (5) 


ACAOfS: 

1 A mtit pnnt. postibN. tor toto togititovt body {10» 

0 Dott tola bftncA ol t Nil rsngt incilt on*? (4) 

10 Such w\ ocqufltottrtot it rpl nscpsiyity ysaaWt (7) 
It A hot turn, ttrv^tiy. tor Mt sitgntnt hotptra (7) 

12 VthCtot surround to# inttt, upstl. to ttid conttnot* (9) 

13 Somt or tt« maro« I oodotod «•# citaisd (S) 

14 To b« tkttentd toots strttotd (Si 


1 Mtacitt S Tsntod 10 Stotourtot II Oprss 12 Ftotls 13 Tht ptoQut 
14. SisAtd 10 ghttiy, 19 Atsays 21 PolM 23 drw>ching 2$ Cvkot 
20 Uqn 27 Trtnwtout 26 &tm 20 Arandtd 


1 Ms0ttt2 Ro«to«tll3 OvM# EvtottdO Ernoll«n17 Shrug 0 Oispol 
9 Asisra 1$. Frsnehnt 17 ftopn rtood 10 Rtvtrttd 20 Sluris 21 FhgiM 
22 Qptost 24 Apvl 2S Chtot 
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THE PLAN TO REMOVE DARBARA SINGH SON VS FATHER 



K.i/jk* Ontidhi. phns to rttnore tXif’ 
Singh^ 

ON 1 May Mrs Gandhi made a 
siaiemeiir in Lucknow (hat Presi- 
d«nt\ Rule wuuld nur be im|)o««d 
in Punjab. Thai, of course, docs nut 
mean (hat the remuval of Darhara 
Smgh from the chief ministership 
of NnJjb was not considered by 
the Prime Minister. In fact, such a 
formula was seriously examined in 
Delhi in the last week of April and a 
draff notification prepared. And 
the prime mover of this formula 
was Mr Rajiv Gandhi. Kven the 
Punjab dissidents stepped up their 
aclivilies after meetinji Mr Kanv 
Gandhi in Delhi recently. But at rne 
last moment Mrs Gandhi herself 
abandoned the plan Whx? Though 
no reasons were given for this. 
Oi'cnrding to some senior Congres* 
s(l} leaders the Prime Minister was 



/>er6ara Singh: moves to oust 
Him 

against the removal of Mr Darbera 
Singh lieciiuae she did not want to 
strengthen the hands of (he A kalis 
bv removing the chief minister. 
Besides, she did not want (o encour* 
age Congress(l) dissidents in Pun* 
jah. What did (he formula consist 
of? According (o knowledgeable 
sources the draft said that the 
Assembly would be suspended and 
President's Rule imposed; new 
chief minister would be elected a 
few weeks after the suspension of 
the Assembly and the new chief 
minister would be Mr Amarertdra 
Singh Patiala; the Akalis would 
support (he itew government from 
outside and would also be welcome 
to participate tn the government; 
finally. Chandigarh would be given 
to Punjab. 


AiCCiD'S (NON) WORKING PRESIDENT 


THROUGHOUT (he iwoday ses* 
sion of the Uttar Ptadesh Congres* 
s([) Committee ar Kanpur on 30 
April and 1 May. no mvntion was 
made of the working president of 
tho AICC{I>, Mr Kamlapati Tri* 
paihi. who lay seriously ill after an 
operation at Agra Not only is Mr 
Tripathi the working president of 
the all India i>arty. but hails from 
UP. The plight of AlCeen general 
secretary. Mr Cnandulal Chandra* 
kar, and the UPCC(l) president Mr 
Sukhdeo Prasad, was similar. The 
fact that Mr Rajiv Gandhi was no 
ordinary party general secretary 
was demonstrated when in (he be* 
ginning of the session, he alone was 
garlanded; the ^other'* general 
secretary. Mr Chandrakar, was 
totally ignored on this occassinn. 






Kaminpari rnpethi; ignored 


Surtsh Rom' Mfoomg the CongroaMU 

SERIOUS differences have sur* 
faced between Babu Jajuivan Ram 
and his sun Suresh Rem. The 
reason: Suresh Ram is opposed to 
his father's friendly attitude to* 
wards the Lok Dal. Suresh Ram has. 
in fact, made it clear that he is not 
only opposed to Chaudhury Charan 
Sin^ but also to the president uf 
the Democratic Socialist Party, 
Kemwari Nandan Bahuguna. In 
fact, both Mr Suresh Ram and Mr 
Brij Mohan, (he general secretary 
uf the Cdngress(.lagiivan) are 
against the idea of the Congress<J} 
merging with the Lok Del even ir 
Babuji is made the president. 

Meanwhile, .Suresh Ram con* 
tiitues to wuu the Congress(I). Re* 
centiy, he met Mr Bhajan Lai 
(Suresh Ram is a close friend of the 
Haryana chief minister) just before 
his visif to (be USA. According to 
sources, Suresh Ram is keen on 
entering the Congressfl) and Mr 
Bhajan I.al has promised him that 
he would try and make his entry 
into (he ruling party possible. 

MRS GANDHI: 
'NON-ALIGNED'? 


THE May Day rally organised by 
the Cungressd) at Kanpur was 
perhaps unprecedented in its own 
way. The main speaker. Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi, soon after 
addressing the working clas^ rally, 
rushed off to address the golden 
jubilee function of the Uttar 
mdesh Merchants’. Chamber of 
Commerce. Perhaps this was (he 
best wav of demonstrating her sta* 
I us as tne chairperson of the non* 
aligned movement. After all, why 
should Mrs Gandhi be aligned with 
the toiliM people alone, even if it 
be May Day? 

O.E. NIZAMUDDIN 







Neem Ibodipasle-thB nahiral way to keep y(w 


Mill 


Now in a new Deck 
wim a DBw taste andextra foam. 


Neem Toothpaste now contains extra foam to 
spread the antiseptic strength of neem 
herb and oils more effectively. 

And a new flavour that 
leaves a fresh, dean taste. 

Your family needs your 
love and care. And 
you need the help 

Neem to keep their JHSnHB 

teeth strong and 
gums healthy. W 


The world's first herbel leothpeote. Bern In ImHe 60 yeera ofo. 
A CALCHCMICO produd tor qualfty<onidoiis aalooMiv 



VVl ii 11 v‘ 11 i t I ■ I li' if M )! 1 ! ,• r,! ti')[ I. 




> yoMi world acjlov 











‘I'm the Chosen One for 
maximum protection.’ 

For trOAMttort who foot 
from loolimg boitortoa, 

Sotf E vtrooO)' )• tt>o 0 n otwor. 

ao4 EvonMtfV •Aoorot 
moilmum profootlon thro ugh 
0 opo^Ry Oto<Bno0 
Woo bottom poly*limlnoiiP 
tubo, licitoi. 

No won dor 100%tamporprooi 
Rod Evoroody it iho Choton On# 
for max I mu m proiootlon. 


RedEveready 

TTgOiosenOne.Fofvar tran sis tor. 



Rodkrtuo«n/UC/1i7E i 






The $250 milUon scooter 

In |ust fwelve yeorj. 6o|0| Auio has eorned At home. 0O|O| Auto vehicles ploy gll sorts 
Indio vvoy over $250 million in hord current of roles. One of them iso little unusvolr They 
cies. In loci, the totol is now neonng $275 help the Government mobilise public sovingsI 
million. In loct, fight now there is more fhon Rsl ,300 

Even more important is Iheoccelerotion this million in post offxes ond scheduled bonks, os 
hos given Indio’s imoge os o producer of high deposits for Ba/aj vehictes. 
quolity. high technology engineering goods. Thot's our way. Alwoys trying to do much 

And we weren't compefir>g |ust in AfrKO more, much better, 
ond Asia, but the USA ond Europe too, 

^ il3jaj auto ltd 

VoJu# for monoy, for yoort 


Gladstone Lyall introduces your 
'at home^remedy for nicotine and betel stains 



Brings ccmftdence to your smile 
brushes away stains 


Smohert Toothpaate is a soacial avarvedic formula with natural 
oiia 100 S#nek>wa4 It Mfatv doana the embaraasihg atama. )uai 
hka a dantrat would And carat for vour laath and gumt 


Maiwfactumd by Dantifrtcaa. Tritbala 
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Lavender dew 


Luxu 

The endiantihent of pure 
French Lavender. 


F f c fl c h laveoder, <«< nf the vrorltTs elM«lc 
fragnmcea Now mad blewSed ia 

the flacat tmiT aoap and totciun 

G irder money eoit bdy - 
vender dev. 

Loae voumelfin nneficbaated 




tay ^ ^>ob in K e'eat 
ninflttlflqne . 


> -• •/_ 


A CALCitEMlCO prodtKt for quftUty<OAKtoQ«coftvamcrA 
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AtuMan MU in thtm pnco qi two corpoM garw qi 
(h* oouAy—QCM M Esom-MrV Ms ymt wm ns 
btgInfWig qI ons of 1 h* most dramsOc i PBi ntJto lo dModos Ms 
tiffllHM ffiMging ths compvsss •*) mlnorty shsrao, Andtis 
psmon buy*i 9 Mo 8l>sr«8 was n# UK'OsaaO mdMtnoM Swvsi 
Paul. PsiA's Moovr bU not <r*f ffniMmj ms fsmiss 
consoling OCU M E scorts but siso tw Taiss and ms Baias. 
ntio, by ms asms logic, art also vuStsratSa to any doSormnsd 
laksowar bid. A blow by blew aooovit of Swrsj Paul s 9»nM by 
TooMr PvidH 


Is Datta Samant 
finished? 

An lepod on the collapse ol 

textile strte 

The Divine Lover 

By lOHUSHWAKT SINGH 


QeaSp swaat and KurAOurtiwanl Singh 11 
EncMswaiaMp Ntyv 13 
OpsSon 14 
Looiimg Glass 17 
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Zis. lsl«n and ms AH td 



. Ths MlisI jfiMmuicin that Prssidsni ZisiS Hsq o* Pakatan was 
a msfasunpiston and s front man lor ms lunia has tfiangsd hs 
hasnowsrntfgsdasashrswdpofelicalopsraDr TanqAh.man 
sirvsci from his book. Can ai.irvws7. wwioa mat 2a 

cisvsfly ussd lalsm snd ms army to oo nsc A da is *as nils and 
that anno u ncsmsni gl sWcSon s adhti go days of ms dsdsfs- 
lien of msrtisi njis w%a s dsiSsrms msstatsmanc to sans puCSc 
outcy. Howsvar. Zia's amiy rvis has brought to a head ai ms 
ccmrsdKbonsoflhePakcsiantstais. LacS o1 poibcai damocrs* 
cy, soonomi c maQuany and oopr sss icn of nsnonty cernrrvsw 
ass hays bsooms dsspy sirbsddsd m ms eenaOOManssa ql a 
maas which Is increasingly qo ea bonmg ths vtry bSM df tis 
stais. 
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Philips 

cfoar GLS* Lamp 

Th^ cfoir GLS Jamp givM 
briphf light, PrefefAbly iif voor 
porch. gafdga.coMKlora. bakonitt. 
haMwbys. torracos. Otar lamps 
ara ideal in closed 
luminaires where 
% brilliance and sparkle 
V are most imporiant. 


Huorascent Lamp 

The energy'savirtg tiibelight 
(hart ideal for your kitchen. It 
throws light evenly to every nook 
of your kitchen creating a bright, 
thadowfree environmer^t 
to work in. Fix the 
fluon^sceni lemp only i 
HF^Bg places where you 
wa r>t the errti re 
room fit up for 

I X long periods of 




Philips 

Argenta-K Lamp 

h's a new-look milky lamp 
that's coated by 9r\ improved 
process. To give uniformly 
soft and pleasant light. Use it in 
open luminaires in thost 
. areas where you want 
soft, glare*free fight. 


A 
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Bowl Rofloctor Lamp 

fit rt with kind* 

of Phifip* refitctor* ond tht 
possibilitfM •Adl«ss. With * 
parabolic raflacior ii can oct a* a 
spotlight. Without a 

Mr ^ reflacior it light* up tha 
~ antira catling and hatha* 

iha room in a soft, aven 
indtraci light 
Ideal for TV viawing 




Philips 

R*20 Reflector Lemp 

Another Philip* oHginall 
Tha Raflactor Lamp ia a mini 
flood lamp mada epac rally for 
home*, lisa it to light up a 
shcwcaaa. an antira 
wall hung with 
paintings, a large 
arrangamantof 
plants or ponery 
and SO on 


A coated lamp with a little 
frosted window which directs 
most of tha light downwards. 

Thus giving you 30% more light 
than othar lamps of tha 
same wattage. It Is ideal 
lor places where you 
naedaconcentreted 
beam of light: 
writirtg tables, 
indoor games, etc 


Philips 

Argenta Superlux Lamp 








jLi y avc A ler a u^iciL 
because it was precious. 
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Now,give your face the same. 



£r«smic Supreme. 

The blade wMh (he dumortf edge that cape.tfe» 
the essence of doaeneaa. 

Tdbng you (hac you're precious end that it 
ceres for your (ace. 

Ereamic S<^fome. 

Crafted to dw mmuteat detad. tempered 
ground and honed to perfeettor^ pefahed and 
TeAon coaled fv a AaNdess finish. 

fi's tkne you gave yourself the same—fe r e w . 


Erasmic Supreme 

The Uade with the dianiond edge^ 




Kitm Ktttii 


F dir, (erMR'eyed, snd im* 
p«cc«bly accoutred in 
clothes to match her com¬ 
plexion, hasehhrown hair 
or her eye^, <hu luok) the 
l>u (re r-wo u id • n ot-me I i-i n-he r* m ou th 
kind of KirJ But »he is as touch as 
Dethi's famaus Iron Pillar and has 
weathered quite as many >ioims in 
30 years ot her life as Harsha*s 
pillar has withstood the elements in 
I.years. Paidonuhle exaft^eu* 
lion after you ^et to know her She 
has been brusijuely ordeied out of 
the room by Chaiidhiirv Charan 
Sln^h. The late jyotirmoy Basu was 
so riled by hei {|uescir)iis tiuii he 
ihicMtenvci to send tor the txilice. 
A monitor her other dubiouN chiims 
i<i fame was beine named alonit 
with Sanjay (fundhi in a case ol 
contempt ot court. 

It is evident that Kum Kum 
Chad ha hus packed the 12 years of 
her life ns reporter with a lot of 
drama. She has a penchant for 
needling politicians rill thev ex 



.•: /J 






Kum Ktrm Chvdha; drMirutic carter 

E Jode with anger and give her the 
ind of copy she wants. She con)* 

E iled some of these explosions in 
er book The Cruei/txhn. Two 
years ago she turned to exploring 
the seamier side erf life: murder, 
rape and petty larceny. Her labor 
atories were Indian prisons, chiefly 
Tihar jail. She interviewed Kairon's 
killers before their execution, has 
talked to Mrs Jain's murderers, 
Sunil Batra (rhe hank robbery com 
vict) and needless to say. hangmen 
Faqira and Kallu. All this she has 
now pul together in a well- 
documented book which gives 
ftpine<hiliing accounts of tortures 
inflicted by the police to extort 
confessions and sordid prison con* 
ditions where those who cannot 
afford to square warders suffer in* 
human degradation but chose who 
can, get their scotch, biryt/ti. iot* 

S rted ciurectes, women and ooys. 

# fndiM j9/t' A CoatHDpontry 
Ooeument has been publishM ihu 
w^. 



Gossip 

sweet and sour 


KHUSHWANT SINQH 

Paper waste 


I get 12 daily papers delivered tu 
my iluurstep every morning. I spend 
jlwiit half un hour on rhe first one 
«indan average of five minutes each 
Oil rhe oihers. For the last IS years 
the newspaper companies I have 
worked for paid my paper bills. 
Now ihat I have to shell out the 
money ftom my own pocket, I have 
to cut down my list drastically. 
Since I he It* is not much difference 
beiweun them. I have decided to 
take three: one which is delivered 
earliest; the second because it gives 
a little mure to the opposition point 
of view; and the third because it 
carries a crossword puule on which 
I happilv wasre many precious half 
hours. 1 won't miss any of the 
others; only my .servants will grum¬ 
ble because they make a tidy sum 
every month selling them lo the 
radamfiU. 


I am sure rDOSt readers of 
Indian magazines and 
newspapers will agree 
with me that what Is dis¬ 
hed out to US is stale diet 
listed from menus which 
have not changed over 
the years. Nine-tenths of 
their contents are politics 
and the remaining one- 
tenth garbage. 


] also subKriba to a down wtokiy 
and fortnightly magasuiea. 1 spend 
an average of ten cninuies on each 
of them, now that I have to pay for 
them myeelf. I have to reduce their 
number as well. This has proved 
surprisingly easy: I am dropping all 
those that emanate from Bombay 
because they have become a kind of 
incestuous journalism. Having run 
our of ideas they write about each 
other with the same people appear* 
uig sgein and again cracking rhe 
came Kind of stale witticisms.! will 
mils seeing the nasty things they 
have lu say about me. But more 
than I. it will be the pretty mas* 
seuse ladies of the Taj Health Clhb 
who will miss them. I offload these 
journals at the club. The girls love 
reading film gossip and relish De* 
^ani ChaubaTs bJryM/rS English. 
Ttiey will also miss the little money 
they make by selling them to rhe 
ritJdtivah. 

Thlk docs not apply to the English 
and American magazines wnich 
cost me a tidy sum every week. I 
read most of them from cover to 
cover, file them In my shelves and 
take pains to prevent my servants 
from selling them I am sure most 
readers of Indian magazines and 
newspapers will agree with me that 
whai is dished out to us is <i ale diet 
listed from menus which have not 
changed over the years. Nine* 
tenths of their contents are politics 
and the remutning one-tenth gir 
bage. 

Ministers complain that our jour 
nals do not give adequate coverage 
to the government's achievements. 
Opposition parties cumplain that 
I hey give too much coverage to 
speeches of ministers and too little 
to what they have to say. My com* 

E laint is that they are a deadly 
ore. 1 suffer from politico'phobia 
and our papers are plagued with 
politics. I look forward to the day 
when I can say like Thomas Jeffer* 
son. "I do not take a single news- 

E ^aper. nor read one a moiiih, and 1 
eel myself infinitely the happier 
for it." 

Peasant sense 

Two Haryanavi peasants got into 
an argument over which side of the 
cfiapan/, the dry or the one 
smeared with ghee, would fall fai:e 
upwards if tossed in the air. Musad- 
di Lai said it would be the chop* 
ree—smeared; Bholu Ram insist^ 
it would be the dry. They made a 
wager of one rupee and tossed a 
cbjparti in the air: it fell with the 
chopree side facing upwards. 
‘'Didn't I tell you so, exclaimed 
Musaddi Lai triumphantly. “Now 
hand over the rupM." “No,** re¬ 
plied Bholu Ram, *'rhar is because 1 
tmeered the ghee on the wrong 
side.* 


It 




Tomor row you 
could find yomself 
riding another 
two-wheeler. 
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K 70 Nylon for MiHf>r< v« lcs. 

K 98 Nylon for Li^ht Motor< 7 < le>., 
And, coming soon. 

K I 37 Nvion for ScooU'rs 



Safety Through Technology 





-JiA 


-y>v.-w»y-s>f.<r r / ".«5.v ^ s? 






A' 




EXCLUSIVE 


RV KUl tHi* ^AVrtR 



I f you have money to In* 
vett, you oannoi do better 
than to put It into a factory 
making flani. For. un¬ 
announced. the 20'point 
programme we have all been near¬ 
ing about for «o long seems to have 
aquired another point; waving the 
flag. Not the national flag, but the 
party flag. A circular Usued by the 
Congress (II headquarters to its 
units, calls on all members of the 
party to fly their flag atop housea. 
cars, cycles and elsewhere. 

According to the circular, instruc- 
tiuns are at the behest of Mrs 
Gandhi, thot^h the originators 
could well be Rajiv Gandhi and his 
backroom boys who have been 
workingi with computers and pub¬ 
lic agents, on ways to improve the 
Congress (1) image. Apparently, the 
purpose of this exercise is to im¬ 
press upon the public and the 

S osition political parties how 
eiy supported the Congress (I) 
is. 

There can be no doubt that other 
parties in all probability will re¬ 
spond in a similar manner and ask 
tneir members to fly their own 
party flags. One cannot forget the 
''flag war" among political parties 
in Kerala, with each trying to fly its 
flag higher than that of any other; 
ana the loss of life and limb this 
caused as one fleg-bearer sought to 
beat the other. 

Mrs Gandhi*! instructions may do 
worse and create even a law and 
order problem, with poliiictl cym- 
pathles easUy ideniiiiabfe by the 
flags they chMse to fly. The hapless 
admnistration in the Congress (2p 
run states will be dUcriininatory a 
■Bd the population in villages may 
hava to choose between flying the 
Ceogresi (l> flag or fadng the con* 
aaqunces of being opeoly anci- 
iraiMAt. becauat the flag BMy 
deiermlolag factor. 


go^raj 

Co tha 


An uncertain society as the Indi¬ 
an one is, one more division will be 
drawn. There will be ^'better 
cititens" with the Congrese(t) flag 
and the lesser ones with none or 
other flags. Some will feign support 
to the Congress (I) and fly its flag to 
gain the concessions which will go 
with these expressions of loyalty. 

No doubt, all this is in prepara¬ 
tion for the elections which are due 
in January 1965, but may be held 
earlier. And in this age of ginunick- 
ery, the ''ihink tank''of Mrs Gandhi 
or her son, and the publicists 
around them, may come up with 
more than fleg^—there are bound 
to be campaign buttons and stick- 
ers-^thobu it is unlikely that chil¬ 
dren will he lined up to be patted 
by the candidates as » customary in 
the US elections. 

The Congress flag does represent 
sacrifices and sufferings of the 
partyraen; most of them are either 
dead or driven out of the parly. 
Now there are either Neroei or 
seros who have nothing to do with 
the party's heritage or what was 
once its purpose. 

But what is not realised is that 
every hamlet, village and town may 
come to' be divided into loyal 
cieixens displayiim the Congress (1) 
flags and the 'disloyal* ones not 
dolog so. Amd sUice irhas become a 
fashion wiw the Congress (I) lead¬ 
ers to pronounce judgements on the 

e rriodsm of ihm oitics on the 
sis of raising slogans like "Indira 
mate in* Jar,*—Mr C M. Stephen, 
the Cosgrees (1) secretary-general, 
who has probaUy mora to mde than 
the rest of his partymetL is the 
Congress (1) buUdof-^e flyiof of 
Congress (I) flag may Imome 
lynonyoous with support to the 
Ration. It U within our knowledge 
how a Congreis president bad 
raised the iMgan, "Indira Is India, 
and India is Ibdlra" and Mrs Gan- 


The latest plan to 
improve the 
Congress(l)'s image 


dM hM eoaie to Hks li.* 

Tha flaimtisig of the Congress (2) 
flag may also revive an old con- 
mover a y over the Hag'i siiAtUriiy 
with the nationel flag. Both are a 
borixooal tricolour of deep saffren 
(kesMii) at the top, white in the 
middle and dark paen at rha bot¬ 
tom in equal proportion. The onW 
differeisca is that the national llag^ 
white baod has the Asoka chaire ii. 
navy blue in tha centre and the 
Coolness (1) fleg has either the 
open palm, or. lately, the tradition' 
al rhtrkhe. From a distance both 
flags look alike and can easily be 
nisuken for the other. And since 
sne represenu authority, misuse by 
flying the other is possible. Alio, 
Che biteoess of the Cwgrets (1) flag 
to the national flag is unfair to 
other political penies. • 

As I! is, ihert is much misuia of 
the nations] flag. Nehru once 
ittued instructions to the central, 
and Slate ministen not to fly the 
national flag except on special 
occasions on their cars. His argu* 
ment was that it was not fair of 
them to flaunt authority In this 
manner. For a long time hii instruc¬ 
tions carried weight but slowly 
ministers reverted to their old ways 
of flying the flag on their cars. 

In villages and small towns, the 
Congress (1) minions have Men 
flying the party flag on their Jeops 
and cars which th^have coma to 
acquire illegally, llie policemen 
have to show them the same prefer¬ 
ence which they extend to the rul* 
ing party MLAs and MPs. There are 
scores of examples to indicate that 
the policemen nave been punished 
for not showing respect to those 
who had sported the Congress (I) 
flag on their vehicles. 

India is a country of symbolism: 
foreheads are marked to show to 
which caste the particular person 
belongs^ ■ string <tf beads is worn to 
show piety. Devarai Urs, the late 
chief minister of lumataka, had 
eight rings on different fingers to 
invoke the blessings of a particular 
godess. Likewise, the Congress (I) 
nag will increasingly symbolise au- 
thori^ and obedience and if Mrs' 
Gandhi can allow the impression of 
being a "devf to spread, the Coo- 
grass (1) flu may Docomg a stan¬ 
dard of a lundu dicty., 

When the Janau government 
was in power, ur Charan Singh, the 
then home minister, toyed with the 
idea of banniiu the use of any flag 
that was similar to the national 
flag- Again Mr Stephen, the then 
Congress (L leader in the Lok 
Sabha, was the firaf to say that his 
party would oppose the move tooth 
and nail. Mr Quran Singh did not 
have adequate support or even 
time in office to bring about the 
proposed legislation. But he had a 
valid point and this should be pur¬ 
sued now. 













sundas^ 


Are we still uncivilised? 



_Clean sing CM 

T he cover eiory. fUdtng High (24 
Aprils mede mt«re«tln| reediA|. 
RemekrUhnft H«|de hei (ht proverbiel 
MIdes touch thet turn* everything imo 
gold. WUh the seel end enthueieem of e 
prophet, he he< enberked on the ■ije< 
eion of bringing Kamaieke beck on the 
trecki. The Lokeyukt BlU. the Anti* 
IHfectJon Bill, the ZlllJ Pertehed BUI 
end (he Benplore conclave prove thee 
he tneent bueinen. 

Bre/erh Mt$he$. ifourke/e 

Khedri Shamaana was right in bit 
etieiimeni of Retnekrlehne Hegde't 

C erformance. The new Kerneteke'a CM 
li undertaken the teak of cleeniing 
the government of corrupt bureeuc- 
rau. ne hat eleo introduced a nuihber 
of billa in the state Aaeembly whichwiU 
certainly help the comreon man in the 
long run. 

Xunrei Ben, Bangalore 

Thli hat referance to the interview 
with RaoiakrithAa Hegde Cl should be 
w office imJy with the aopport of the 
people V. The eonvertatcon with the 
chief min ill er brought out the qualitiet 
which account for hit populenty in 
Karnataka. 

Mr Hegde was cool, calm and cryitaJ 
clear about hit party and people. His 
comments on Bangarappe was just. 
Seshedri, Tirv^ir$pi>eUi 

The interview brou^t out ^e honesty 
in Ramakrishna fugde. Like a real 
Mahatma, he has started weeding out 
corruption from the government. 

F.F. ni. Bemboy 

Mr Bangarappa is not different from 
those p^iticiant whose sole aim is to 

K ab power. He cennot fool (he popu- 
:e with his rhetoric. 

Suj4t Xemaf. Lucknow 

The interview with Ramakrithna 
Htgde wat indeed revealing. It U diffi* 
cult to find such polltkiana today. 
Tenvj'r Sehm. 4f4ierh 


T fuUy agree with Kul^ Neper thet 
Xinmana ana nor a driOaed people <24 
April). Priar to mdtgmUnte cbt In* 
clahen were bU*ed fer htaiiBenat 
cema en al peeaMWA but even after 

K ra oi acteinmn freedom we bave not 
n able to curb the euibreek af rteo. 
Whoa do we blame now? 

Raai AAmed. New Delhi 

Mr Nayar had righUy poialad out that 
the carnage in Ajaam only prove s that 
wa are trill unctvIliSM. 1 wonld 
apereciata some more articles oa this 
aub)act by him. 

Bhupett mceot Jomshedpur 

RuJdjp Nayar wet wrong when he label* 
led the Indiana as unoviUaed. Ha bat 
failed to g r aa p the full impUcariona of 
the Aatem movement. 

The Indian ciibana residing in Assam 
had given up moat of ibeir potsessiona 
to IM aaiirBBU from erstwhile Bast 
PakiatM Today they are a starving lot. 
While cendamning violenca. I wlm to 
assert that nothing haa been done for 
them. The central govenuotni ia solely 
responsible foe the present unrest in 
AsMm. 

Puma Nareyen SiobA New Delhi 

Those who Indulge in nolence and 
vandebam In cbt name oi reUgioo end 
meenlnaless political Idlosyocratiet 
are notnlng but unclvUised. Only an 
upright man like KtaMlp Nayar has the 
courage to say so. 

N/Mf Mirdhe, Bi/apur 

While apprecleting Mr Nayar's article, 
I would like 10 remind him that tha 
present*day rulers ere responsible for 
turning human beings into uncivilised 
creatures, (jenuine griovences were 
net diet and this baa aggravated the 
turbulence m Assam. 

C 7. Kfiraveiv MoAea 

Mr Neyer was wrong in his asaesMient 
of the nature of violooce in Assam The 
riots that bave taken place in Assam 
recently were actually between the 
Assamese end a portion of the non* 
Assamese irrespoctive of whether they 
are Hindus or Muslima. 

Dipek Se/K /fei/akendi (Assetnl 


Facts corroborate Kuldlp Nayar's riew 
that Indiana are not dvillSM. Bafora 
cbo trinab cook ovar India, ebaaa pro* 
vaQod In Indian aocion. It was lb* 
■riiiib rulars who ascabushad iba rule 
of taw. 

B. tt MondtL JeduHioeifWesr Bengali 


Democracy has turned Indians into an 
undviliaed lot. Greedy politkius have 
set one religion ageinst another with 
the result tnet dommunel riots often 
break out. Wa need an able dictator to 
sec things right. 

Bt/ey Xrishno Deb, MMfghento 

Ur Nayar was right when he dubbed 
Indians as an uncivilised race. The 
roceni riou in Assent have lernished 
the accular image of India 
B. JH. Beg/bWsA, CeJeutea 

Use prwnt iocto*econoinic crisis Is 
responsibla for the outbreak of riots. 
The politicians are ever busy guarding 
their own Interests. Moreover* the 
illiterate Indien U easily swayad by 
pompous rhetoric They fall an easy 
pray to the evil dtsigns of politicians, 
what we need is a Mahstme Gandhi 
C R. Bavindran. Cojtnbarore 

Qbteracy is at the root of all communal 
violence. Education is the solution to 
such recurrent barbaric riots. 

Poop Kumar. Jamshedpur 

The heading as well as the article by 
Kuldip Neyer is illogical end unfound* 
ed for the following reasons: 

1. The barbaric acitvihes perpetrated 
by a minority, say about S,000 people, 
do not change the overall complexion 
of the Indian civilisation which is based 
on non-violence and brotherhood. 

2. Miscreents always belong to a single 
nee. It is wrong to clasufy them in 
terms of religion. 

9. The ariirie is based on wrong 
observaiioni. In this context I would 
like to remind Mr Nayar of the blood* 
shed during tha crusades In Europe or' 
during the Russian revolution. The 
carnage in Assam is nothing when 
compared to the violence of the 
Chinese cultural revolution. 

Beleram Berwryee. Murshidebed 


Imran; Know-all? 


^ba interview with Imran Khan was 
Jf Indeed absorWoi ("Igrewt^ with a 
c««npf«v that I was ugfv. ” 17 April). It 
was sui^sing to learn that Imran 
eo^d oi r e r his comments on rvefa a 
varierv of topics. 

Kurbee Ukani Cakwn 


The interview helped us to know more 
of thepersooni life of the great allroon- 
Ser. The qua eti o w s pus forward by Ms 
Singh were inieOiMi. 
fisrrh ' Sinah. New DeJki 


I was 
inte 
excepi 
eacap 



Singh, 



Delhi 


up with okkat. But the 
with .Imraa Xbam wal an 


. An estcelleat eaen by 


SuNPAV once again. 

Anil Jha. Fame 

The interview was disappointing. Im¬ 
ran had doubts even about the Aility 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Ha is deNnitaJy 
biaaud and Sunday should not waste iis 
pages on such an interview. 

V. V. Neruingh, Bhubaaeswee 

TIm interview bored u* beyond Sow* 
pay's isnaginaiion. Most tk Imran's 
answers lacked depth since he was 
unaware oi wtwi he was talking about. 
His reputation Is confbed to cricket 
and htpce he la fit to coomot oa that 


aubiect alone. 

M SrUhaea. : 


THvwdrum 






T M* bM to 1 

ttmr toiuc* fib# i 

fina d A^l Hr Sis^ ibmd^ tev* 
wrtoi«a tut in pUcOT of mnkip 
wider tb# cucr^ H tke 

dtafiiMp al 

lanar Mt ik mpootlbto far ftpUat 
BnmuulifB. Buefa ia the 
only lo our cewtery tail 
world. The role of the 
vldlne o mIucIob to nch 
pici la wfhty oteentiel. 


Ihenamea 

dtuetion 


prou 

mimi 


^tha 


mint 


Suifh, JorhMt, AM§m 


ch 


U. to Khuahwut Singh mta it, "mto 
vou uitomotatlM'^of hiicortoal 
uta it really ibo ceueo of Mmdu* 
tlin onlffleeiTy, It fi bettor to bon 
atudy of hiatery Itaelf. The urom* 
It U indlffcrtm to the tuffenBgi of 
the peapU. People of intacrliy aad 
morel courau, rather (ben eoHith and 
echemine politidaBa, ihoold dowlMte 
iha political Kane of the country. 
2afre Aiam Xhen. AJigtrft 


Khuahwant Slnph'e article waa an- 
couragini. Commonel rio(» ere a die* 
grace; antlaociala aboutd be firmly 
aeaJi with. Inter caiie otarrtoge ia one 
method of dtaUne with iho crldi. 
Tanrjf Seiim, ASiMMrh 


In her arUda. Sovth: Ceare/ar rather 
then cotDBcrnel Anita Pratap'e claim 
that **the growth of the Rod in Kereli 
haa reiuUed in an erotion In the com* 
munUt ranka* ia rather aurprlelnf. Dur* 
ina my last vUK to Kerala, I had a (elk 
wKh a Bumber of peotoe from iha RSS 
and the CP1(M> end leemt that the 
of (fie 1 


length of (he l^S waa diininUhJn^ 


For axample, in TeLIicherry. whici 

• CPl(M)i 


an RSS atmghold. a CP1(M> candidate 
won by e margin ol more ihiB 17,000 
votea in the last election. The future of 
the RS5 in Kerala is bloeii. 

Moreover, Anita Fretap wrongly 
aiaied chat Shrao Norayana Guru 
aobiiiaed the eahavaa. He waa againet 
caate diacriminatkm. 

C P. fUj9i>dr*o, Ntw Mhi 


geema Cuba holds the SJP roaponaiMe 

ihea in 


for the communal cleahea In Aaaam. 
But the Prime Miniater was equally 
remnaibte. While eddroselag eome 
rolliea in Muslim domineied ereoi in 
the NowgoAg district during her aloe- 
tfon campaign in February, the con* 
eluded ntx apoeeb by aeying Jthwde 
Ifafty Inateod of the petneuc J4i ffiad. 
Such apeeches incited communal 
ctoebea in Aaaam. 
itoeaiypn tfcaanha, Digboi 


In bia interview to Udeyon Sharma, 
Lola Harmohanlal stated that *tbe hia* 
toay of latam hti bemi written with 
aworda.* Tbia vrronooua aiatemeot 
atoms from bia igooraoct; people like 
him eves distort tbe maiining of tho 

a Ml 


lusUmH 


Koran to prove (hai It Is 
duty (0 eriM a holy war. 

The VHP iMdora speak enlkitb 
agaUat the Mualime. Wby doeen*i 

eomoene voteei aoaiift the ceoeersieo 

of ibotMondi of HaiTims by the W 
les4ms bi Raiasrimo to tho nodw of 


Rajastboo 
aadSIkamd or porowtoo? Ur Kiban 



dus from tSHtomo of too) ktngdom of 
Choci/i to Aum^ib.” If Is crao ^ot 
AuroncMb ponoffotod osmooMS to too 
namo of rolMtoo bmli will bo WToqt to 
coadwto ibot Itfam d tr uc ta Its foDow* 
ore (0 do such thlAgs. Wbon tho Aiyam 
onte r ed lodto they were atoo canteop* 
(uoue of Pule ood Dams and tried to 
anniltilaie toe orlgfi^ Inbabitantt el 
toe twd. Shoold wo btomo Htodav 


for this) Emporor Bebor, Dora Sbukoh, 
Alauddto Of Bugal, HimooiB gbah, 


Jainu) Abodin of Kashmir wart tba 
notable MusUm rulers who toUowed e 
policy of UAhrtrsal toloriOoo. 

Towy Indio Is poscliM through • 
crucial phase. Now is too timo to ro> 
solve our difforoncoe end door away 
the maio of dtoiortod ideas ibet wo 
have Iflharltod from fbe pasi. 

51k. Seder WsyouOL Celrvrro 


Raleadru gereen't anelyeis, ind/u 
Afua/ims; Sooaawh er e bemen psm- 


pared end pe r voeuwt was u eyoopen« 
if. But wntte beint touched by hia 


tol * BFVb ooeauom ur>ue«^ awmvwvm •••« 

tincerity. I found thei bo had gtoaeed 
ovor certatn importani points. 


It is worth noting (bat afneo todo* 


log (0 

dance, tbe MuJtoi leadership la 


Cidie bas failod to condoom tbe unpro* 
vokod aggrosatoft against the country 
^ Fakieian. Tho obji^vo is clear: too 


lutltots hope to taubltoh, onco again, 
en Islemk rtj in India Ik ii IndM e 


e that the avaraoa Muslim tcUl be* 
IS that ha la bom 


to rule toe 
counoy. The Muelims have refused to 
join too neitoeal miinatream. ITiey 
cbng tenaciouely to toair own dvil laws 
and condemn family plenntog one* 
quivocally. 

F. N. Aferaraton* Afsdroa 


The apociel Jaeue of Sunoat on com* 


muBofi^ (3 April) was thought* 
provoking. Lola Horinohanlel, Iho 
general mcrotory of tbe Vlsbwa Htodu 
Parishad, said that be u oppoaed to 
conversions but not porowtan. Mas* 
lima iod Chrlsttom also boltore in 
ptrMfiMfL Is tbo yisbwi Hindu 
Wrishad prep ar ed to ebtoish the caste 
mtem? It a my challenge to Lala 
Hanaohontol to make a harijan the 
hoed of Kancbi Komakoti Feetoam or 
any ocbor ^Ktodu rtliglMts mott. 

F. D. Soaaoo, Chaoiar^anagsr, M>aore 


The epectol leeue Had gptly aoilyeed 

behlM outbrooks of 


tbe variooa cauoes 
comBuBOl riots in India. While writers 
like Sooom Cuba lay tbo blame squarw^ 
ly on toe RSS esd toe BJP for tbe riots 
to Asmtn and aUevtoerc, bardty any 
c^UBoist bed occoaod tbe utaiim 
couamuaity. Eves Khusbwant SInto 
baa ignerud tbo fact toot Ibe Muslim 
cosnaiuaicy k rifo with schtoom; for 
toitaBco, a ladatk aumii Mmlim can* 
Ml (taorata • thia or ohmedi Muslim, 
net to spook of toloratto^^bor roll* 


glouA Lot bold Journals like BviinAv 
touch topee Mgocs to be moru toleraat 
end cosMdor other Mtoe as socred as 
theirs. 

Dr itodao UL flow Doihi* 


•v 


oiNrada glimpee Into toe life agruot 
moB. SvMv should cooceatrata en 
POOpio ttha him rather thu the present 
ooy pelWdani. 

K R. BddamL Kanpur 


Anm ghourie's views w^cially op hr- 

raluable fo 


dian JoumaJlam are valuable for any* 
ooe in tbe profession. But be ivai not 
correci wboA ho said ibat tovesii^tivo 


lourualitm has axhoustod itsolf. 1 sciU 
fael I hat a suctessfui JoornelisK should 
be invottlgativt. 

Vim^ /ato. Luckmow 


Arun ghourio's views on public ln> 
terest Uilgatlen was pertlculerly en> 


lightenlni. I had tbe pHvUege of going 
toroflgh the judgement of the Supteme 
Court on Asiad labour. I found that 


notoina bad bean dona for the victims. 
Aami Bener>ee, Ca/euxte 


The toicrview wiKh Anin Sbourie was 
absorbing. In the end Bhourie emerges 
vlciorious while the so>caUed pollti. 
clans of today stand exposed. Mr 
Coenka, who eu through his life stood 
for values and toe freedom of the prOM 
should not have succumbed to the 
Pressures of dishonest potiticiani* 

K. G. jMy»pnk$sii, Cho*^$hMt (KfMja) 


Anin Shoude has exposed his weakness 


s expose 

to the interview. Throughout the con* 
versaKiort he has tried to prove his 
IndispeRsqbiliiy In the professiOKi. He 
does admit that many journalists 
helped him in his ntuneroui scoops, yet 
he never fails to blow his own trumpet. 
He claims to be toe doyen of Invosuge* 
tivo joumxlisin which is certainly not 
true. 

Sikandar Ahmad, Deihi 


Enough has been said and wricceti sb* 
out Arun Sbourie and Indian Express. 1 
would advise StmoAv not to waste its 
precious pages on this mul(i*nuUiofl 
dollar newsMper Industry. 

Shernia, 


iar new 
Ramanand 


BaagaUira 


Any takers? 


F or e number of years 1 have been 
coUectint advertisements, wite* 
ups and artides from local end national 
newspapers. Tbe collection includes 
advtRisementi coverieg pharmaceutic* 
ah, hotels, cosmetics, textile engineer* 
tog products, electronics and electrical 
products, furnishings end many more 
mcluding sales schemes, contests intro, 
duced by big and small maaufBccu/ers. 

Tbe erticles cover subjects like 
marhsaing and advertising, manage* 
ment, tooustrial survey reports, finan* 
clal news, company reports, humorous 
erticles and e good number oi cartoons. 
Tbe collection runs into thousands end 
is divided into over 7S subjects. Those 
Interested stay wrfie to me for details. 
Vifay Afagnenee. 7, JVewei Khhora 
Road. Haaraiganj, Lucknow. 
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Mrs Satpathy to come 
out of Dolitical wilderness 


Darbara Singh's 
ouster inevitable 


V 


% 




Mr$ Ntndmi Satpithy 
aaams lo have iriissM the 
ConfreaxI) bus. Her 
quiet pleadinga tvith the 
party nigh command to 
get back to the party she 
left in 1977 having 
failed, she is now trying 
to align herself with the 
Congress(S)*Democraiic 
Soeiahst Parry (DSP>- 
Rishtriya Congress 
alliance, whose laeders 
recently spoke of a mer 

6 er. She is understood to 

ave met the DSP lead. - 

er. Mr Eahuauna, in New Delhi, and the CongressfS) 
leader. Mr Tjnnikrishnan. called on her during his 
recent visit to Bhubaneshwar. Mn Saipathy's options 
are limited: she cannot join the united mHKomounUt 
opposition party under the Janata banner in the stele, 
with Mr Biju Patnaik as its leader, because of a 
personality clash. At one stage, she had diKuss^ with 
her supporters the possibility of forming a state*based 
party, but did not pursue the idea. Now. she wants to 
associate with an aJUrdia party to end her political 
isolation. 

From minister to a filmstar 

The general trend in the south is for filmstars lo turn 
into politicians. In Kerala the trend may be perpeiu* 
a ted by Malayalam actor Prem Nasir Butin Kerala one 
also notices an odd reversal of this trend. The Congres. 
s(l) trunspon minister Mr K.K. Balakrishnan has ju»i 
completed a leading role in a feature-cum- 
documeiiiarv Itltn on the social reformer Ayenkali. It 
was in Kerala again that a former minister and now an 
opposition MLA, Lonappan Nambadan starred in a 
mm, thiiugh his was a minor role. It looks as if the 
twain have not only met but blended as well in Kerala. 

Haryana dissidents 
resent CM's caucus 

The Haryana dissidents 
have demanded Bhajan 
Lai’s ouster. Among 
rheir list of grievances is 
the existence of an offi* 
cial caucus which 
‘'humiliates and insults'* 
them. This caucus is. re> 
portedly, headed by lh« 
principal secretary to 
the chief minister, Mr 
Brahmsaroop Oiha, who 
in his cajpacity as a 
senior omclal. beads ' ^ ^ 

many corporations and . 

imjwritnt government Utaffiatl ceMCue? 

depariments. He has thinp planned out so weD that he 
has been wrangling a trip abroad every month. Besides 
him Che caucus comprues the deputy priadpal secret* 
ary fLP. lUe. • DIC, CD. J.R. At^ and Devlodar 
Bhinna, the newly appoiaced chairvM of tW forest 



AgB.SAaJcy 



developOMot board 


ippoiacad chairvM 
who had loat mi 1 


teat etectMi* 


^ It seams as if the Punjab 
chief minister. Darbara 
Singh, is living on bor* 
rowad time. The irony is. 
that those very Akalis 
^ who have been deman¬ 
ding his ouster for quite 

> some time are today his 
insurance policy. 
Although Mrs Gandhi 
does not appear to be 
happy with the way Dar* 
bare Singh has been 
tackling a rapidly da* 
lariorating situation in 

- ^ ■ I I ^ - Punjab she cannot throw 

him out because that might be construed as a sign of 
the central government giving in lo the Akali de* 
mends, and Oiat will make the Akalis more aggres* 
sJve. But once she succeeds in pacifying the Akaus the 
first heed to roll in Punjeb will be thet of the present 
chief minister. A few others will also follow. For, some 
close eides of Mrs Cendhi are convinced that unless 
drastic changes are made in both the government and 
tha party in the state. Punjab would go the Andhra and 
ICamataka way. But Then, docs Mrs Gandhi have that 
much of 6me to give har party in'Punjab a new look? 

Taj Mahal Hotel 
deters on tax payment 

The Public Accounts Committee (PAC). 1982*63, in its 
fourteenth report to the sixth Maharashtra Legislative 
Assembly, has drawn the attention of the state's social 
welfare and tourism department and asked why the 
Taj Mahal Hotel. Bombay, has not deposited Rs 6.75 
lakhs as payment of its dues with the court. A notice 
had been issued to the hotel to pay Rs 6.7S lakhs as 
Itixuiy lax. The hotel filed a writ petition in the 
Bombay High Court. The PAC says, '‘The huge amount 
is thus utiliaed ^ the hotel without paying interest. 
Hie committee is at a loss to know why, even after 
fiUog a writ petition in the High Court, the govern* 
ment's social welfare and tourism department, has not 
asked tha manuemeni of the hotel to deposit The 
amount tn the Court.** 

Meghalaya government 
demands land back from the army 

Tbetenistry of defence is not keen to hand over the 
Sbillong cantomneot. situated in downtown area of the 
city, to the state government. The Meghalaya govern* 
menc, in the third week of April, had demaaded the 
transfer of the cantonment areas to it as the state 
geverament wants to utilise the land for develop* 
meat projects. The ministry is also opposed to another 
demand of the state government chat the ongoing work 
for another cantonmeat at Barapani on the Shillong* 
Gauhati itMd Xwuld be stopped and the land ear. 
marked for the army's use there should be transferred 
to the government. The state home minister, Mr D. 
Lapeag. it reported to have told the defence ministry 
that canrenmeni at Barapani will cause an influx of 
oulsiden and eheraby adversely effect the demog* 
mphk profile ol the tribal scat#. 
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Hnkistmi is tike hwl. an idvohtnitdl ^ry hiRh coiiinUlHl had suffered a pects of a compromise between the 

Ktiite- T>ike intt JuJiiism from /srtfe/ devesiaiiciic blow in Belize]; ir wailed People's Percy end rhe PNA...It was 

ari<f it wifi coHapse like a house of five years before emt^rking on a feared that the failure of the PVA 

'/'ijfce is/jm out of Fak/sten new edventure. 11 was the large*scale and PPP to reach a compromise 

.niif m<rke if a H^v/ur sMte: if wouiJ riggins of the 1977 elections which would throw the country into chaos* 

t'of/j/jse. For fhe t^tst fou/ ivdts we provided the pretext. ...This risk could not be taken in view 

Jinrv in’on fryi/ijt ro hrio/t /siamic ll is rrue thee the failure of Bhut> of the larger interests of the coun* 

values ro fhe vtnmr/y. io*s populism laid the basis for Zie's try...I want to make it absolutely 

' ^neinl Zie uI Haq. Chief coup, but there were additional fee clear that neither have 1 any political 
MartijM^iw Administraiur work. Of these, the most ambitions nor docs rhe army want to 

W inmrtani was dissension within the be distracted from its prufession of 

trfk the declaration of officer corps. The generals acted soldiering . My sole aim is to orjm 

murtial Jaw hv (ieneral partly lo preempt a coup attempt by nise free and fair elections which 

Ziu- ul Hatf on S lulv jMnior officers, fnany oi whom were would be held in October thlsyear...! 

19^7, rhe state hao re* serongly infected by reactionary give a solemn assurance that I will 

turned to its must ideologies. There was never any real not deviate from this schedule." 

primitive t»rm. Once again the sta* intention of permitting fresh elec- There ore no details available of 
tus quo could lie preserved only bv tionson the old model. Zia's address the discussions inside the army that 

'armed lH>dies ol men'. It was as if toihe nation on the evening of l> July preceded the July coup, hut it was a 

Pikistan'i enure history had turned 1977 was a me/anireof duplicity and known fact that the gcnvruls had a 

full circle, (ieneral Ayub had .seized straightforward untruth: number of contingency plans at ihair 

power in I9^k m prevent elections; a *'tt must be quite clear to you now disposal. Most of iheso were (he 
mass mnvemeni led to his fall in that when the fmitical leaders failed direct result of US involvement with 

(969 Ills successor General Yahya (osteerthecountryouiofacrisjs.it the Pakistan armed forces. One of 

agreed to allow the people the right is an inexcusable sin for the armed these plans. Operation Wheeljam. 

tu choose their own government; forces to sites silent spectators. Iris, designed to destabilise a civilian 

when they did so. he embarked on a primarily, for this reason that the government, was similar to US- 

bloody civil war CO negate their army perforce had to intervene to sponsored projects in Chile during 

choice, which led to the disinie^a* save ute country...! would like to me Allende period. Bhutto was later 

tion of the old state. Pakistan's mllit* point out here inai 1 saw no pros* lo claim that the army and General 


The Kawn/pi/tdi ja/J trhere Bhurta^as imprisoned'aa^ (rig/itj Cen Zie:'for Aow hitg can the army ru/e? 
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Zta had yiiyed a prtiminent part in 
encouraging aiding ami maaipulai- 
inu events to exacerbate civil strife 
in order to overthrow the legal gov¬ 
ernment.' Some of the evidence pro¬ 
vided by Bhutto and confirmed hy 
PNA leaders indicated that the armv 
had decided tii take over the country 
soon uftcr the March 1977 elections. 

A key demand of the PNA during 
itc negotiations with the PPP follow¬ 
ing the March elections was that the 
crudely manufactured cases against 
Pathan unii Kaluch leaders be unuHi- 
ditionally withdrawn, the detainees 
tvleiised and the army recalled to 
barracks in Biiluchistan. Bhutto 
finally agreed lo these demands, but 
was told by Zta and the senior corps 
commanders that the army woult) 
simply refuse to acccept such a set* 
ilemenr. A few dayn prior to the 
cemp. Zia attended a meeting uf PPP 
iiiul PNA leaders with a lengthy 
document arguing that 'secession¬ 
ists' and 'traitors* should not he 
released. At the same time, the 
geruTiiis insisted that unless an im- 
mediate ugreemeiii was reached l>e- 
twvvn the government and the 
iippoiitiiin parties they would not be 
able to control the situation. Bhutto 
was vfiectivelv trapped by this pin 
cei movement. 

In the weeks befurv the coup, u 
series of desporato meetings was 
organisvd witn the Saudi Arabian 
amhussudor, through whom the 
Pakistan urmv and the United States 
regularly exchanged information 
There were ft|si» unconfirmed reports 
that Bhutto, accompanied hy hiv 
military aide I*eneral Imtiaz, had 
secrctlv crossed the border into 
Afghanistan for a meeting with 
Suviet officials The armvS plans, 
however, had been carefully worked 
out. It got rid Ilf Khutto and placed 
him under 'protective custody*, at 
the very moment when he had 
reached an agreement with the PNA. 
Zia’s speech announcing martial law 
slated the exact opposite. The high 
command., moreover, was perfectly 
well aware that immediate elections 
w’vro not on the agenda. Zia's refer¬ 
ence to elections within ninety days 
was a delilHirate misstatement, de¬ 
signed to reassure a few dhsemers 
within the armed forces; in both the 
navy and the air force, there was a 
feeling that new elections were both 
desirable and necessary. It was also 
aimed at Rifling any public outcry 
and dividing the political parties. On 
every count, the tactic was success¬ 
ful. It is possible that if the army had 
been totally confident that a low-key 
election would result in an electoral 

victory for the extreme rightwing 
eerttes. Zia, Chishti and lqbal--the 
leading advocates of a coup-^ould 
have been restrained. It soon be- 
cane obvious, however, that any new 
elecclun would not produce the re¬ 
sults desired by the army, 

On 28 July 1977. Bhuue wu re¬ 
leased from bouse-arrast, ^e PPP 
leader did not wasre a aingJe mo- 



FPP supperttfs bum a bos tUtr lAe AeggMg of 


meni. but immediatelv began a tour 
of all four provinces. What discnn- 
terted the martial Uw authorities 
was I he I urge cro wil s t ha i c a me to h is 
meetings in ihc Pun|al> It was clear 
that Bhutto and the PPP would win 
the two most popoluus provinces; 
Punjab and Sind. The armv high 
command had dmusseil. hut re¬ 
jected. r he possi bi li ty of k il li ng Bhu r 
to at the time of the coup itself. They 
were later to regret thik omission. At 
all events, on ^ September 1977 
Bhutto was arrested and charged 
with 'conspiracy to murder*. The 
alleged victim was a former member 
of the PPP. Ahmed Rare Kasuri. 
whose political instability was a 
byword in Pakistani political eirclev. 

A Judicial farce now commenced, 
during the course of which it became 
clear that the generals and a maiot- 
ity of the judges were determined to 
rid themselves of the Turbulent* PPP 
leader. The Pakistani judiciary was 
not known for its impartiality. It had 
accepted Ayub's martial law in 19SB, 
h had accepted Bhutto's dictates 
authorising the proscription of the 
Nation^ Awami Party and tamely 
acceptiM the establishmeni of a 
Special Tribunal at Hyderabad to try 
detained NAP leadeas, denounced In 
the PPP<ontrolled media as 'seces- 
sionisn* and Traitc^'. It enjoyed 
very little respect amongst the 

B ulation as a whole. Very few 
tes were rega^^ tis upholders 
of the law. When their lordships of 
the Supreme Court invoked the du- 

btoLM. few observers expressed sur- 

E riae. The Supreme Court had a lone 
iatory of legalising regimea whicit 
violated every tenet of me Conatitu* 
lion which the judges were sworn to 
defend. 

Bhutto's trial provided the first 
major teat for the mlliitry regime. 
TIm meehantca of how Zia both se¬ 
cured the judgment he wanted a/nf 
managed to avoid generaJiaed dis¬ 


content have yet to Iw analysed 
fully. A numbirr uf useful articles 
and books on the trml and subse¬ 
quent execution of Bhutto have 
already Iwen publinhed. but it K not 
intended to recount here the sorJiU 
details of the judicial fane that wav 
enacted in Pakistan over the nine¬ 
teen months fnun September 1977 to 
April 1979, since these cun be scu 
died elsewhere. What is far more 
instructive is (u examine ihe politic¬ 
al processes which enabled the avny 
to tighten Its grip on the country. 
Undnubiedly. the majur obstacle 
standing between the iiiiJitAry dicU' 
torship and political stability, 
however temporary, was the person 
of Zulfioar Ah Bhutto. It was nnt 
simply that Bhutto might win any 
democratic electoral contest. Whut 
frightened the corps commanders 
was that Bhutto alive represented a 
permanent potential alternative to 
military rule. At the first sign uf 
unrest, the rural and urban masses 
would have turned to the country's 
foremost populist politician. Few 
had doubts as to who would emerge 
victorious in any frontal clash be¬ 
tween the army and the masses, with 
a Bhutto-led PPP at the helm. 

G enera] Zia-ul Haq had been dis¬ 
missed by both friends and ene¬ 
mies as a simpleton, mere fiont-man 
for a junta, who could be easily 
swept aside. What such views 
ignored was the fact that the state 
had precisely required a Tow-prufile* 
leader. Appearances in this case 
were dec^tive. Zia emerged as a 
shrewd polilical operator, who knew 
when to assert his authority. His 
handling of the country's political 
parties revealed a Machiavellian 
streak, which surprised the politi¬ 
cians who allowed themselves to he 
manipulated. Throughout the period 
of Bhutto's trials, tha Chief Martial 
Law Administrator maintained the 

T9 


pretcnc« Cti«( he w«a uitimecely 
going CO permit elections to leke 
pUce. This was necessary t o k eep the 
support of the policical parties 
grouped under the PNA umbrella. 
While a few parties did withdraw 
from the PNA, the majority accepted 
marciek kaw and their leaders 
accepted posts in Zia's re*organised 
federal caoinet in 1978. Thus, when 
Bhutto was hanged on 4 April 1979, 
the act was defended by civilian 
politicians serving in a military gov* 
ernment. 

From 1977 to 1979. the generals 
continuously reneged on Zia's initial 

r mise to organise fresh elections. 

197H. Zia informed a bewildered 
nurion that he had been overpo* 
wered hy a dream in which a voice 
(presumably thai of the Almighty) 
had suggested that elections were 
un*U)a(njc. This, of course, was no* 
thing bur a cynical attempt to man* 
ipuJaie mass consciousness in rural 
areas where superstition is rife. Zia 
had not dreamed anyihing. He had 
been iriformt*d in no unceriain terms 
by the six corps commanders^ 
CieneruK Chishti. Iqbal. Jehanzeb. 
Sarwar Khan, Ghulam Hasten and 
Chulam Mohammed^thai elections 
could nnr be held. It was these six 
generals, in addition to Zia and Arif, 
who constituted the highest decisiun 
making bt>dy in the country during 
the two critical years that followed 
the iluclaratiun of mariial law. Iqbal 
and Jehanzeb are said to have 
warned Zia that if he allowed politic* 
al parties ro dominate Pakistan's 
political stage once again, he wouU 
confront a mutiny by junior officers 
from within ihe army. 

A similar argument was utilised to 
ensure unanimity among the seven 
generals on the decision to execute 
Bhutto. Zia was to be given full 
backing to take all necessary steiM to 
control any discontent that might 
result from killing the country's last 
elected prime minister. In the event, 
the much* fee red spontaneous 
surge did not materialise. Bhutto's 
death undoubtedly traumatised the 
vast majority of the population, but 
the masses saw Utile reason at this 
stage CO risk their own lives. The 
limited response by no means im* 
plied support for the army; it merely 
demonstrated the lack of political 
organisation at the grass*n>ots level. 
But the military high command was 
certainly emboldened Us success. 
It soon evicted the civilian politi* 
ciaru from the cabinet, and sot^i to 
rule once again in league with its old 
friend, the civil bureaucracy (though 

on this occasion with the bureaucrats 
in an extremely subordinate posl* 
tion). 

In order to quell disconcenc with 
continued military rule in the armed 
services—the navy and air force 
were reportedly restive—and to de¬ 
monstrate that even in death Bhutto 
had not lost his hold over the masses, 
the martial law regime pennittce 
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Mhuito: her he been Siienced.* 

non party elections to local bodies in 
Septemb^ 1979. All the major poli* 
tical parties contested the local elec* 
tions, under appropriate disguises. 
PPP candidates postured as iriend» 
of the people* on printed posters; 'for 
an honest leadership* was the signi* 
ture-tune of the fundamentalist 
Jamaai-Mslami (which interestingly 
enough did not utilise Islam in its 
appeal); the discredited Muslim 
League (now an unrepresentative 
feudal rump) appeared as *oJd ser* 
vants*, muu to the ajausemeni of 
thosh whom they claimed to have 
served in the past. Despite a low poll 
(below 50 per cent), tne PP? won a 
decisive majority, though inner* 
party squabbles denied them e more 
substantial victory. The local elec* 
tion results were thus e clear con* 
firmation of the military junta's 
assessment of the pdiiicai crisis. All 
the dissenters were silenced inside 
the armed forces; there were very 
few senior officers, in aoy of three 
services, prmred to tolerate the 
return of a PPP government. Zia had 
promised the general elections 
vrould follow in November 1979, but 
on 16 October^the army felt suffi¬ 
ciently confident to announce their 
indefinite postponement. For good 
measure it banned all political par¬ 
ti^ forbade pt^itkal activity of any 
kini shut oown most opposition 
newspapers and tightened cen¬ 
sorship. 

The baAoing of 'political activity* 
as such was necessitated by the 
spread of rural discontent in a num¬ 
ber of area^ Exactly a week before 
Zia's anoouDCemeni. a hurriedly pre> 
pared and little publicised peasant 
conference in the inlersor of Sind 
had been attended by severe! 
thousand peasant delegates. Sindhi 
peasant and national laaJan lUrui 
Bakih Palejo a^ Faall Sahu nalag 
the beat known aawna them—ware 
arrested at the coocTuilon of the 
.conference. Brought before a sum* 


mary military court, they were sent- 
encM to be publicly flogged and 
Imprisoned. This was among the first 
instances of political activists being 
whipped in public. Ac a press confer¬ 
ence in Ularaabad. Zia explained the 
army's case: "Martial law Is a tem¬ 
porary phenomenon, but it could go 
on for two years, or ten years. Ulti* 
mately a government has to come 
into existence that should enjoy the 
confidence of the people. I want to 
introduce Islam in PAKistan, in the 
true sense. Our prevent poliiical ed) 
fice is based on^he setuldj dcmocra- 
lic system of the West which hav no 
place in Islam ..In Pakistan neither 
anarchy nor Westernism will work 
This country was trc-aied in tliv 
name of Islam, and in UUm there is 
nu provision for Western*type dec* 
lions." 

For over two years Zta consoli* 
dated his rule through a combiiMtion 
of repression, the snamdekv utiliva- 
(ion of Islam and an alaboraie sertes 
of carefully onhesiraied political 
Initiatives designed to lull the m.iS' 
MS. On the two crucial issiie>—Bhut* 
jo and elections—he Min wed a cimi* 
(ar pattern of procra&tinaiKin. Bluit* 
B>'s trial was permicrt-d m Ust for 
i^meteen months. This both muted a 
feeling of hope that the deposed 
prime minister might win through in 
the end, and simulTancuusly encour¬ 
aged a mood of fatalism uiul de>pair. 
so that the finu] veidict appeared 
almost as an anti climax. Thu vxvcu 
tion. of course, was not delayed, 
since that could have allowed a 
dangerous head of steam to build up. 
Throughout the period of tho trial. 
Zia reassured p<ilitjcians hostile to 
rhe PPP that once the Bhutiu affair 
was over he would allow elections. 
Baluch and Paihan leaders were re* 
leased from Hyderabad gaol, and rhe 
tribunal which had condemned them 
disbanded. This was (he supreme 
irony and demonstrated Zia's audac¬ 
ity as a politician. Freeing the NAP 
leaders from detention had the 
effect of reassuring many people 
that an elt-ction could not be inde* 
finitely delayed. This, in its turn, 
encouraged a cettain passivity. 

Zia's measures &f IS October 1979, 
while not exactly a bolt from the 
blue for some commentators, were 
nonetheless the equivalent of a 
second coup for most of Pakistan's 
politicians. Islam was the cloak with 
which the generals sought to cover 
their nakedness. A repressive code, 
p^ially modelled on medieval IsU* 
mic punishments, was introduced to 
punish social and political dissen¬ 
ters: publie^flogging, amputation of 
the hands of burglars ana criminals; 
stoning to death of adulterers; ex¬ 
ecution of political activists; torture 
of vromen poll!leal prisoners. These 
were some of the measures put on 
the statute book by the military 
regime. TBit is wbtt Zia was refer* 
r1^ to when ha later stated that *f or 
the pen four yeers we have been 
iryUig to bring,Islamic veluei go the 
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no eno hit octutJ^ boon «a 
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o/ fttoned to 4««th. thoutn m«ay 
hsvc boon sentenced to receive 
these punishaenis. The whole plu 
is 'eimed et bruuliilng our poliiicel 
culiurt, St prepsrinft people to 
accept r^xeuion and repressive mo' 
asures' (Nuber Housepitn, Ftkisrtn 
in erius: An inter view wreh EabnJ 
AhmedX The inititurionaliaed bru 
taJity is designed to ensure a semi* 
permanent passivity Only partial 
success, however, has been ecnieved 
on this front, and the silent anger 
that undoubtedly exists in many 
parts of the country could soon erupt 
into a violent explosion on (he 
Streets. 

T he severity of Zia’s rule reflected 
the extreme character of the cri> 
sis afflicting the I’ahisteni state and 
army. The semi'petrician. Sandhurst' 
(reined style of The high command in 
the Fifties and early Sixties had gone 
together with a less aggressive, 
almost avuncular approach to Pakis* 
cani politics. Ayub had not allowed 
his own staunch anti'Communism to 
mingle with that of the more 

B lebian sections of urban society. 

gr had he been besotted with reli* 
niom this had not been necessary at 
the time But now times had 
changed. In the truncated, scrife' 
ridden state of the Seventies, the 
army was larger, the social and claas 
composition of its officer corps had 
altered, end the military campaigns 
in Bangladesh and Baluchistan had 
brought to the fore a new type of 
officer: a man trained end prepared 
to root out and kill ell 'subversives*. 
Moreover, Zia now felt it necessary 
to utilise Islam to combat tha FPP 
and groups further to the left. 

Tbjs was done with (he snmetimts 
opan. sometimes covert, support of 
the Jamaat'i'lilami (the Party of 
Islam). The Jamaat, an extreme 
righC'Wing organisation closely link* 
ed to Saudi Arabia and the united 
States, was the closest thing in Pakis¬ 
tan to a fascist party. Concentrated 
in the cities, it drew its support of 
the poor petty bourgeoisie, unlike 
every ot her pol it ical wma (ion i n the 
country, including those on the left, 
(he Jamaat was an extremely efii* 
cient grouping which (ook party 
organisation seriously. It bad a scruc* 
rure built from the top down, consist' 
ing of a rigid hiararcky of command 
basi^ on a cell-system. RecruiDaenr 
was on a strict basis, and a great deal 
was demanded even of sympethlsen. 
The ieader^veteran theologian 
Abdul'Ala MeududU who had prev 
Ided over the organisation since be¬ 
fore Partition—had virtually uafet' 
tered control. For the Jamaac tba 
country which sarved as a model was 
tha backward'lookjOA oil-nch Uag' 
dpm of Saudi Arana, wbwa im 
brand of Islam p f eackad was an 
iHStert variaty of Sufuittami tha 
SaudiaMltbelr votarlaa ia tha jam* 

, mt ra^td evary ethpr variiai of 

«'ii,ite:';'t:, 


lalaa ai tepw. 

Tim Jamaat bad aatoirad a sonkg 
basa among the imaiiraiit'refufm 
from cemrm] Indie and East Punjab 
who had settled in Karachi, or re¬ 
placed departiag Sikhs and Hindus 
m the WMiem Punjab. This was 
hardly surprlslog, since Chose pre 
pared ro leave their ancestral homes 
and trek to a sew country based on 
religion must have had stronger reli¬ 
gious beliefs than thoae who chose to 
stay behind. One of those ipillions of 
Muslims who left India to become s 
cieixen of the new state hid been the 
tweniy-three-year-old anny lieute¬ 
nant named ZWI Haq.Duringa visit 
to Teheran in September 1977 to 
lAlain his actions to the Shah—then 
still in power and the major US relay 
m the region—2Ua gave an unusually 








fftnk wrendew to the editor of dm 
T^mran Daily JCaybam. In response 
CO quasdon about Islam, he replied: 
*‘Tht basis of Pekisisn is Islam and 
nothing else. I could have stayed on 
in India. But I did not, because I was 
a Mudim. We left everything we had 
in East Punjab and arrived in Pakis 
tan das(irute,hui rich with hope and 
faith...seven generations of my fami' 
ly were bom and brought up there 
When the break-up catne we were 
not rich; ours was an ordinacy fami¬ 
ly. Nevertheless we secrificec all we 
had and moved to Pakistan. With 
such a background how would you 
expect me to forget, after a mere 
thirty years, what the basis of the 
Islamic Republic was. The basis is 
Islam and shall be so." 

When Zia became Chief Martial 


Pakistanis reed the news of Mhutio’t hanging outside Aewe/pindj Jail 
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Livr Adalniitrttw in July \971» hk would IM wfOM d* 0m iU9^m • yht» wart m ^hnrldt ibt' §» 

ptrioatl beUtfs teitly coinddtd outUtativtbrtaKbaiibtQMa^VD mooo oI coBunndm afttr »d#- 

wirh tht idtoJoaictI nttdi of iht tMMdaleodipoiidobof lua^tlfic- ptndtaet. Bar pronotioai wart 

debUirteed start macbifit in Palcu- en do awrit aoaa diteuiaiofl. la iht for Uusliia offlctrt in tha a«w 

tan. Whtthtr or not Zia was eyar a past tba owwbtlakiaa naiori^ of arm. Tbaptriod ofinduaoitUaattoa 

card'Carrying mtmber of tbe Januat* officar<adtu wort rtcrutM froa in tu lata Fifiias and Siatiet saw a 

Mslami is not ■ matter of ^eai the nmliaaeiy.MortoItta than not ^owth in tba population of €mij 

interest. What is beyond doubt is hb they were lacood or (bird tons (the city in Wau Pakistan: with no stabs* 

affinity to the polickal proeraiDiDa old«t male child being kept for cks availabia» it is diffictdt to pro* 

of that organisation. This Uct has bettar riuDgi). Tba Bgjoricy « son* vide even an approximate esttaatc 

been commented upon by a number coBsiiasioaed otfUera came from of how many more cadets were now 

of American political scieniisis spe* the upper and middle strata of the enrolled from the cities, but there 

cialising in Pakistan. The ooe aspect pMsaotry, while poor pcasanii com* can be no doubt that urban repro¬ 
of the Jamas r's influence which had prised the rank and file. Thus the sentation underwent a sharp prop- 

rare ly been discussed, however, is its rigid class and caste divisions of the ortional increase, 

leverage inside the Pakistan army. S^th Asian couotry^e were repro- Most cadets accepted as potential 
One reason for this absence in most duced inside the British Indian army, officers at the Pakistan Military 

scholarly accounts is lack of concrete and helped to preserve 'stability* at Academy at Kabul now came, in any 

information: the Jamaat's inner* home and abroad. This tradition still event, from pettybourmis layers in 

parry structure being based on a continues to dominate tbe armies of townandcounsryside.^eeraof the 

system of interlocking cells, the top India and Pakistan. gentleinan<adet carefully nurtured 

leaders enjoy a monody of informa- What has changed in this old equa- ahd developed ^ the British bad 
lion regarding all functions of die lion? The moil striking alteration come to an end. Tne Jamaai-Milami, 

organisacion. Nond the less, on the since Partition is that there has been most influential amongst the city 

basis of conversations with former a sharp decline io recruitment of petty bourgeois, having encouraged 

and present junior army officers it officers from iha ^per reaches of tti supporters to enlist in the arosy 

can be stated that the Jamaat's influ* the rural gentry. The old families, during tbe Sixties and Seventies, 

ence inside the army grew rapidly whose nse to fame and fortune had probanly now has some dozens oi 

during the Bhutto years. Its iftera- bMn guarantee ^ their lo^tv to officers at colonel or brigadier level, 

ture end propagande were widely tbe British ReJ, had fell that they backed up by a bevy of more junior 

circulated, and the more regrettable bad to rapey imperialist generosity recruits. The Jamaat's penetradon 

excesses of the Bhutto regime by providiag a son to serve in army, could have been coumer-ulanced If 

(perpetrated by such lieutenants as But mdepeodeoce opened up other there had been a hard cora dmer- 

Muirafa Kharj were effectively utih and snore profitable channels: Indus- mined to preserve the secular tradi* 

ised by the Jammat to widen its tty and coounerce, politics and gov- tions of the army. But here Bhutto 

network inside tht srmed forces. emineot service were to prove more had made yet another mistake. 

There was, however, a more fun* ettracrive. Tbe shift, of course, was Under pressure from the fun¬ 
damental shift assisting the Jemaet gradual and its effects were not damentalistshehad decreed thatthe 

to extend its influence in the army, really fait in tht vmf till tbe Seven- Ahmtdiyyas (a heratical sect of 

Changes in the Pakistan anay over ties. Officers traineo by the British, Islem, to which many officers be- 

the last two decades have altered it who bad served the* empire loyally long) were no longer Muslims. At e 

in a number of significant ways. It during and after cne Semnd World sin£e stroke he had eliminated the. 
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influMC* inrtd* ih* anaj: ol 9m 
Uf»r of miildle «od Miiitf olftcwi 
stmfl; oppo f d to tbo 
fuatinsfii. Aciicms such as this 
could onJy tncroaso ih« wai^t oi 
lundamsntalist forces iasiM tho 
anncd services. 

Martial law was imposed in 1977 
by fenerals fully aware of the poJick* 
aJ eympa Chios and orientation 4 ^ 
their luaior officers. Bhutto was sdU 
widely popular anonf the Jmwsiu 
(soldiers), but his tiandinA in the 
officer corps was at its lowest ebb. 
Islam appesred tfi the incellifeoce 
agencies es the obvious solution. The 
fact that Zia appeared to believe in 
Islamic measures and presented him* 
self as a devout Muslim was an 
additional bonus for those who cyisl* 
cally sought to exploit religion In 
order to esteblish their hold over the 
rural masses. The first two aeoera- 
tioni of senior officers had been 
heavily imbued with the old ideolo* 
gy. Even when they had intervened 
to tike direct control of the state, 
they had done so with an old* 
fashioned conserviriim. which hsd 
won them the plsuditt of the West* 
ern press. The new breed, however, 
hsd no time for niceties. They ac* 
quiesced in Bhutto's takeover, since 
a direct military intervention could 
have led to civil war in West Pakls* 
tan itself. The campaign in BaJuchie 
tan then enabled the a/mv to usa tha 
province as a laboratory for counter* 
insurgency operations. Bhutto had 
committeo his fatal error: by bring* 
ing the army Into politics, be had 
ti^tened the noose sround his own 
neck. The roots of the martisl lew 
esiabhshed in July 1977 stretched 
back CO Che Central government's 
coup against an elected provincial 
government. 

O ne writes this not simply with 
hindsight; 1 mode tho seme 
poinis much more emphatically in 
discussions with numerous P?P par* 
risani at the tifne. Nor was this view 
confined co people like myself. Bhut* 
(o's political secretariat warned him 
repeatedly of the dangers inhereat 
in the military intervention in 
Baluchistan. Rao Rashid, a mnior 
advisee drafted a paper in which ha 
spelt out how the junior officers 
were reacting: 

''Power hu its own taste and in ibe 
course of dme the arm) officers, 
essedally In the middle rsAks. start 
relishing power in the form of 
arrests, searches and Incerrogadon 
which gives them the fed of sutbor* 
icy. They also derel^ eonceapc for 
the ways of the poliddcns eiM Ae 
dvil servesca, and e eenernl impress' 
ion'in the'er^ circle starts 
ground ^as ever^odyln theneld te 
civil sdBlaistration and politics is 
Incompetent and cdTrvpt... The army 
•bouJd be divested of powers of 
irresi, beuaesgarcbes ma keeping 
dvUleitf in mUltery tnsipdy even far 
edwt Mriod* ^ wiThBwel of the 
mm mCdittey be ire£^ might 
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lead 10 more incidents but that risk 
should be taken... Tbe impression 
amongst the junior army officers 
that tee army is a penacee for ell Ills, 
which had received a severe blow 
after the debacle in East Pakistan, is 
again gainiin ground, li can be veiy 
infectious tv cannot remain con* 
f Inad to one province. This infection 
OM not be allowed to spread.* 

I 1 W Rashid Memorandum would 
appear to confirm the harsh verdict 
of tbe Baluch leaders. They have 
alwan been seeptlca] of the reputed 
rift Setween Bhutto and the army 
during tha dvil war in Baluchisiaa. 
Mengal, for ojample, while accept¬ 
ing that tha anny jealously pre 
served its autooomy of ecti^ in* 
sissa: "Bhutto cannot be absolved. 
He was an autocrat and kept 
loferoted of everything that was 
going 00 . It was Bhutto gave the 
army a blank cheque. They then 
earned on M they chose. It is true 
that Bhutto was not consulted on 
everyihlngi but he gave them the 
eutbodiy.^ 

The In tbe sociel and 

political compodtioa of tha officer 
corps, coupled with eepcrieoces in 
produced dnisier re* 
suits. Pikaatairs third period of oUit' 
ary rule sraa designed to brutaliee 
tha populaden intg passivity. Bhut¬ 
to's execution, public floggings, 
routine torture of political pnsoaera 
(Including women), haressaeot and 
inttmidatlon of opposition poUd* 
rlina ill weredengned to frighten 
Che people and etdmme any poteaiial. 
dimeoL There can be few doubts aa 

io lbs InitiAl 4UMCSB ot (Sm rvsswi 

2ia*al Haq hm succeeded in holding 
office for over five yearSi with the 
supperc of tbe ar^ and a heedful of 
choeee dvU servants. 

Tha power of tbe dvil sarvire has 
dimiftiibed conafderably under Zia's 
dktaiofshlp. Dviag the Ayuh period 
(IBSBdlXdvU lervaam bed cchvuM 
the coMeoy srbh tbe army: the Mm 
da yeM «f Ayub*s regiaM, indeed,. 


bed seen ^ dvU aerdee in «rMc^ 
rwaiaeed of the country, the civa 
amrke of Pakisiia, like itt miUtaiy 
counterpart, bad rapresenied a Mue 
liffi breakaway from the Indian c^vil 
sarvice. This iasdtutioB had been the 
pride of the Raj and had govemtd 
the counti^ unfettered by democra* 
cy or politidins. It had, In reality, 
been tne naliag party of Britidi im> 
periilism in Inma. The civil senrents 
of the early twentietb century were 
even r ef erred to m ‘politicals^ In the 
lexkon of the empire. Lord Cunoa, 
in parcKular, had sung their praises 
in semi*lyrlcal prose: *‘Thsre is no 
more verted or responsible service in 
the world. At one moment tbe j^* 
cical (civil servant) may be grinding 
in chs Foreign Offiee. at soother he 
mey be required to stiffen the admi* 
nistraiion of a backward native 
state, at a third he may be presiding 
over a j/rpt of unruly tribesmen on 
the Frontier, at 1 fourth he may be 
dememting a boundaiy amid the 
wilds of Tib^ or the stndi of Sslsiin. 

I hope that the time may never come 
when the political department will 
cease to draw to itMlf tho best 
abiUiles and the finest characters 
that tbe services in India can pro* 
duce.* 

With only a few changsi Curion's 
description retains its validity in the 
states of contemporary Souui Asia, 
espocially India and Bri Lanka. In 
both Pakistan and Bangladesh, 
however, the civil service has shared 
power with the army, which in Fakli* 
tan today Is the dominant political 
force: it is an army^rty, running 
the couAtry on behalf of a state that 
has run out of steam. The authority 
of the dvil service has declined, 
even top bureaucrats now beirm de* 
pendent on military patrons. Milit¬ 
ary rulo or Bonapartism has bacome 
the relidon of ue Pakistani ruling 
classes, nut tha latter now confront a 
fearsome dilemma: If they keep the 
army in command indafinitcly, the 
state will begin to break up sooner 
rather than later; if they send the 
army beck to barwks, they have to 
find e credible alternative, which at 
the moment does not exist. It is this 
insoluble predicament, above all, 
which has helped GeneralZIa-ul^aq 
to stay in po^r. 

A second factor, however, has 
been tbe changed situation on Pskis- 
tan's borders. Just when Zia's post* 
lion was becoming ahaky and unrest 
was spreading in the upper retches 
of the army, the Soviet entry Into 
Afghanistan provided the Pakistani 
dicuror with a new lease of life. This 
could be veea must dearly in the 
sudden of attitude displayed 

by tiM Western press. Tbe sordid 
heagman of an elected prime minis- 
ear was soon transformed Into the 
plucky defender of the frontiers of 
the Free World. Prior to the Russian 
invasion, moat Western observers 
had been in favour of a return to 
civilian rule, but this theme virtually 
in the years that fol* 




pecylitr hist«ry^ol Ptktaufi*i 

X miblbhment Urn tht sttt« 
tain quite spedliQ features, of which 
the sost pronounced was the 
attempt to cooitruct a strong centre 
and i^ore the democratic rights of 
the vui majority ol the population. 
InevitabUy, chie came into conflict 
%vith the muliinatioBtl character of 
the Pakistani state. Denial of the 
democratic ri^is and linguistic and 
cultural free^ms of (he bulk of the 
population gave birth to a powerful 
national movament in East Bengal, 
which culm is a red in a civil war and 
the establishment of Bangladesh. 
The military*bureaucratic elite re* 
sponsible for (his debacle learnt the 
wrong lessons from the break*up of 
the (»d state, and sought to make 
religion the organising principle of 
the new one. litis Enterprise, which 
reached its peak with the military 
coup of July 1977, has failed to solve 
the intractable structural problem 
confronting Pakistan. The only vi* 
able solution (even within ihe ex* 
isting socioeconomic framework) 
would have entailed a loose federa* 
tion of the four provinces, with a 
centra responsible only for defence, 
foreign affairs, currency and com* 
mumcations. Such a solution, howev* 
er, would undoubtedly have 
weakened the hold of the army and 
bureaucracy, and opened up the pos* 
sibility that some of the provinces 
might experiment with radical socio* 
economic programmes for change. A 
voluntary rederation, or ultimate dis* 
integration? This was the real ques* 
tion confronting the state. Rejecting 
the first option, it sought to avoid the 
second by institution^ising a form of 
political rule based exclusively on 
coercion. In denying themselves any 
popular legitimacy, howevar, the 
military rulers were weakening the 
le^timacy of the Pakistani state it* 

Tha 'nationalities question* has be* 
come a cantral point of dispute in 
Pakistan. The debate on nationalism. 
Ditionaliiies and the right of nations 
to self'determination has a dlstlng* 
uished pedigree in Marxism and 
liberaI'diecnocratic political theory 
alike. For Marx ano Engels the old 
naiioo'States of Europe were a pro¬ 
duct of the development of capital* 
Ism. 

The uneven global spread of capi¬ 
talism i the capficiouf asymmetry im* 
^sad on three continents by de* 
cades of imperialist domination; the 
unfinished character of the socialist 
revolutions that transformed Russia, 
China and Indo-China; the revealing 
failure of advanced cspitalum in the 
Waat to satisfy all the democratic 
aspirations of its lubjeci^all these 
factors have pravented a dissolution 
of the national question. In other 
words it is politics, much more ^an 
•conomics, wjjich lias it tha root of 
tha problem. 

If we new contrast the colonial 
Stitt created by tha Brittih In India, 
wt perceive a much eloser<s|gtllarfty 


lowed. For txafflpla. on 28 Septem* 
her 1979, three months before soviet 
tanks rumbled into Kabul, the Fuan* 
cxai nmes commented editorially: 
“General Zla has been no more sue* 
ceuful (hu the three (sic) military 
regimes before him in finding a 
satisfactory balance between the de* 
mands of the provinces for more 
autonomy and the claims of the cen¬ 
tral government for sufficient power 
to hold the country together... His 
regime has brought the arm^which 
has traditionally believed that it has 
a special role as defender of the 
nation's integrity—into disrepute by 
the oppressiveness of its rule.** 

A few years later the same news* 
paper (and the same leader-writer?) 
was 'Stating that: “President Zsa's 
rule has b^n firm, somewhat harsh, 
But he is not s dictator. What he 
lacks in depth he makes up for in 
guile." A rmrt by Amnesty interna* 
tional on Pakistan in 1982 was to 
jwovtde a sober and chilling correc* 
tiva to the Foreign Office propyan* 
da regularly reproduced by Fleet 
Street leader writers. 

Army rule has brought all the 
contridictioni of the Pakistani state 
to a head, tack of political democra* 
cy. economic Inequality and the 
oppression of minority nationalities 
have become deeply embedded in 
the conscieusneu of e mass which 
increasingly begins to question the 
very basis of the stare, It does not, 
after all, require a university degree 
to realise that something has gone 
seriously wrong with the state of 
Pakistan. Apportioning blame 
among individualpol it i clans or mi lit 
ary leaders is clearly insufficient. 
Stressing the fact that Jinnab died 
prematurely, or that he left behind 
only a buneb of mediocrities, it to be 
crassly superficial. All that is true, 
but evades the real issue, the more 
fundamental problem which need> 
to be grasped, analysed, understood 
and acted upon. To state it bluntly 
has always been unpopular in Pakis¬ 
tan, but to remain silant today is a 
criffle; the truth is that there was no 
real basis for carving out an in depen* 
dent 'Muslim*J!ate from the Inoian 
subcontinent, ror the overwhelming 
majoriry of Muslim toilers, it could 
have no economic or political justi* 
ficarion. A confused demagogy and 
sinister enotionaiism became substi* 
tutes for a sober, realistic appraisal 
of the condition and objective in* 
terasts of Muslims in India. 

True, imperialism was a messy and 
unpleasant business, llie break-up 
of (he old colomal empires witnessed 
e hasty evacuation of South Asia and 
much of Africa by the European 
powers. They left behind a wide 
variery of bastard bourgeois states: 
modernised mutants of pre*capita]isi 
social formations. Victims of the law 
of combined and uneven develop* 
nani, these states were trapped in a 
circle of poverty and dej^ndenee. 
The only way out of this prison was 
through social revolution—as 
2i 


araaga E 

PFF supporrers on cAa rampage afrer 
B Aufto was hanged _ 

attested by China, Indo-China, Cuba 
and Nica^ua. Otherwise, the pic* 
lure is grim. Of the dependent posi- 
coloniaTstates, the only ones which 
have succeeded in separating the 
political from the economic sphere 
a» India and Mexico. 

in Pakistan, the state has overpo* 
wered civil society and with i 
vengeance. Pakistan was an irra* 
tionality, a product of imperialist 
pen it ration of the subcontinent. Its 
makeshift political and social com* 
position indicated that its intehor 
was diseased from birth. The disin* 
(egration of 1971*2 was not the result 
of a foreign conspiracy or an Indian 
plot. It was the dispassionate verdict 
of history on an experiment doomed 
to failure. The process is by no 
means over, as the imposition of 
martial Jaw in July 1977 vividly 
demonstrated. What sort ol a state is 
it (hat can exist only by an indiscri* 
minace use of the mullah, the gun 
and tha latest torture equipment 
imported from the West? Whatever 
its other demerit we can say that 
such a state is built oq foundations of 
sand. It cannot last indefinitely. 
When military rule becomes the first 
rather than the last respemse of a 
frightaaed ruling class; when elec* 
tions can no longer (m toleret^, 
because the masses might utilise 
them to impose their will; when the 
army and civil bureaucracy losa all 
crcoibility or crust and ara regarded 
as usurpers— ebaa we may indeed 
My tbai the end cennec be lar ewav. 
The future trajectory of tbe Pakista¬ 
ni staia. howevar, does not depend 
excliuively on the correlation et 
cial, class and aariMiaJ forces in the 
countiy itself. Pakistan's future is 
inextrical^ linked to tha turn of 
events in fubul, tha tanae CDtifreota- 
tions in Teheran and the scret^k 
options cheseo by the Indian ruling 
cLssi in Hew Delhi. 



to WMiini Europo chon to Tnrioc 
Ruitio on tho cniciil iMUO of 
ootiOBiliciot. PoUclcaJ powor wto 
held by t foreion niliaf cImi. which 
bwd iteell locnlly on a mmiII oum* 
bar of civil Mryanti and aoldien in 
^liaoce with native ruJert and elite 
aocial layere. But the coloai^ stnic* 
turtf could, at beet* create a de* 
formed and siitehapen bourfeoia 
etate. Thie wie by ittian. not acci* 
dent. The colonial autnontiea only 
permicied lucb politick, cuJturm 
and economic developnenc aa waa 
abeolutely neceatarv lo preaerve (be 
empire, u they baa allowed an un* 
trammelled ncial and economic adv* 
ance. the entire pattern of .poet* 
independence South Aaia mifbi 
heve been diliereni. Even the li* 
Diced reform! fromebove bad hefun 
a proctai of meraind Qationaliilea, 
while limuliancoualy encouraainf 
the emerdence of an mI'Uie natioa* 
a/ movement adeinit colonial oppree 
aion. Uke tho poit l$4d bourmiaie 
in Europe, the colonial state nalted 
reforms from above to prevent a 
revolt from below. 

In poai*independence Pahiitan, 
the 'national* contradiction became 
dominant largely because the rulind* 
clasa ipparatuaes aacluded the 
majority of (he population from rep* 
reecniaiion. Thia was coupled with 
the nacionel oppreaeion of Beodelis. 
end attempts to suppress their dem^ 
crettc ridhts end ueir lanfuede. lo 
contempocer^r Pakistan, the four ma* 
ior oationaUcies are tne Punjabis. 
Sindhis, Paihans and Baluch. Of 
these the Punjabis are the largest, 
comprisin^ver GO per cent of PakiS' 
Ian's pimulation. (oUewed by the 
Sindhia, rathans and Baluch respec* 
lively. The Punjab, known in tbe 
colonial period aa both the panary 
and the 'swordarm' of India, baa 
fucceeded in retainiod iheae cbarac* 
terisiics but within tba framework of 
a much smiUer state. It also bene¬ 
fited most during the period of in- 
dustrialiaation initiateo by the milit* 
■ly regime of General Ayub Khan. 
Today the Punjab ia militarily, eco* 
nomically and politically the domi¬ 
nant province in Pakistan. At the 
other utreme, Baluchistan contains 
only four per cent of Pakiatah’a 
population, though it forma 42 
cent of its territory. Succtaaive gov* 
ernments have Imt the province 
almost entirely undeveloped. Per 
capita income, the level ^ adult 
literacy and life expe^ncy are low¬ 
er than anywhere eue in the country. 
The struggle between Balucb 
aationairsis and a Punjabi* 

dominated military bureaucratic 

tlice has aymboUae^ the difficulties 
that confront Irlitn tNdi At the same 
rime, since Bhutto*! execution tbe 
national movamem in Sind baa ac* 
quired a new dynamises and been 
aubiectad to direct mlUtaiy reprea* 
aion in the interior, while the 
Pathens of tbe NWFF ere also ahow- 
iBi 4 I 4 M of dIaaffectioA with tbe 
regime. The comptilng hierarchy of 


inialtidinri agtnriaa srhleh are tbe 
r^ pohlical edviaara to tbe military 
chiefs, DM surpriamtly, ere obemMd 
with tbe aatfotiallM dlmenaion of 
Pakistani politics. 

Successive regimea have not dia* 
couraged tbe movesacnt of labour, ee 
that Paikani and Balurii arc a strong 
component of the urban proleta^i 
in Karachi, while Punjabi policemen 
and g^emsent officUb are a com* 
moo sight in QuaM. Nevertbelees, 
there hu been neither an eveo pro* 
case of indusoialisation nor a niod* 
emiaed political ordar. Aa a result, 
all tbe minority naiinoalitiea jealous¬ 
ly safeguard iheir identity. A new 
layer of Pushtu, Sindhi and Baluch 
pi^a has arisen 10 prodaim the 
vitality of their respective languages 
and cultures, and to complain 
against oppression: nothing coactn- 
tratoa tbe mind so woodenuUy as a 
military government. Nor are Pun¬ 
jabi workers or peasants contented 
with their lot: there a in fact mow¬ 
ing discontent among them. In a 
recent interview, die Baluch leader 
still resident in Pakistan, Ghaus Bus 
BiMojo. made a strong pita for a 
democratic federal tute, arguing 
that *ihe bittemees and tension that 
has built up over tbe years is not 
only adversely affecting tbe people'! 
relations with the government, but 
has also become a aource and cauaa 
of doubts. There are today miagiv* 
ingt about the efficacy, viabilio 
(and justification) of die state Hseu 
and about whether the people can 
any longer live together.* 
the point we are streasing is a 
simple one. Tbe main reason for the 
am^dtriog national discontent in 
Fakisian'i three minority provinces 
ia politkal dlacrimination. The refua* 
aJ to tdorate representative go vent* 
manta in tbe provinces has exKer- 
bated the problem tenfold. Islam did 
not prove strong enough to bold East 
asd Woet Pakistan together. Why 
should it then become the cement to 
unite tbe remaining four provinces? 
If 20,000 Balucb euerrillaa could tie 
down four Pakistani divisions 
M 00,000 men) and numerous air 
force aquadro^ with Iranian heli* 
c opter s and pilots, infUcting heavy 
casualties before retreatiog, bow 
could coanicts on three fronts be 
contained? It is tme that there are 
hardly ai» Baluoi in the anned 
forces and very few Sindhis; but 
there b a sub^ntial minority of 
Pathana, so that trouble in tba NWFP 
could create serious disaensioos 
vrithia the army. (The lack of Balucb 
recruits in die army is, of course, 
blnrmet political dbcruniAadosi. C«r. 
tainly, the m^ho rhetoric behind 
tbe racist theory ot *Aaitlal races' so 
pi^ular with tbe Pakistani high com¬ 
mand could hardly eaclude tbe 
Baluch. Aeccrdiiig 10 tbe classic ex* 
positioa given by Ceaeral Sir 
CPMoore Creagb, C>1 b<C. of the Brit¬ 
ish Indian Army in lSOS-14: "In the 
hot, flat regioiis, of whkh by far tbe 
greaser part of India censuts...ara 


found races, timid both by ralf^oa 
mid habit, aarvik to their aupariora, 
but (yraanical to their inleriors, and 
quite unwarlike. In other parts* 
...where the winter ia cold, the war¬ 
like mioority is to be found.** But 
leaving aside the faa that this gib¬ 
berish has been repeatedly refuted 
by biatofy^in Vietnam, China, Bang¬ 
ladesh, atc.--^uch argunients cannot 
affect the Balucl^ who ftJfil all the 
*marrial* criteria laid down by the 
militaiy ideologies of the Raj and 
tbeir nativt succestors.) 

Threa of Pakietao's provinces^the 
Punjab, HWFP and Baluchistan— 
wara bisactad by Lord Curson's civil 
servants and tnair successors. One 
half of tbe Punjab is lo India, part of 
Baluchistan is in Iran and the 
Durand Line demarcating the Pakis¬ 
tan-Afghanistan border was drawn 
with total disregard for the integrity 
of peoples or nationaliciaa. So can 
tbe national question be solved with¬ 
in the axlitlng framework of the 
Pakistani state? Only if there Is a 
fundamental change in the character 
of tbe state and its machinery. This ia 
impossible without a aocial revolu¬ 
tion. It is one of history's ironies that 
'Muslin* Pakistan coiJd only survive 
as a stable entity if it were a secular* 
democratic, socialist republic, wiih 
safeguards for ill nationalities and 
religions. It is true that such a future 
eppean utopian at the moment; but 
there ia no other long-term solution. 

In that sanie, the problems of 
democracy, federalism and the 
national question are not the sole 
reiponaibuity of General Zia-ul Haq: 
his depaiture, however it comes eb- 
out. Will not lead to their automatic 
solution. The crisis of nationnlides is 
far too advanced to be cured by a 
mild dose of reforms from above, 
coupled with a limited Industrialisa¬ 
tion programme. The torture, flog¬ 
gings ana execution! imposed py the 
military regime on the people of 
Sind and Baluchistan have hardened 
altitudes considerably. An Indian 
joumaliat travelliu through Pakis¬ 
tan in Januan 1982 reported that: 
"A Sindbi milliant asked me in all 
aeriousoess wlw the Indian ansy 
withdrew in 1971, why it did not 
move in deeper into his part of tbe 
country at a lime when the Pak anny 
was in shambles." Such a question 
reflects both demoralisation and de¬ 
spair. but it also signifies a growing 
angar and alienation from Islamabad 
and everything that it represents. 
The national question is the time¬ 
bomb threatening the ven[ struc¬ 
tures of the pa«t>1971 state. The hour 
of the explosion cannot be too far 
away. 

TfaiB is an eKtnict from 
tbe book Can Pakistan 
survive? by Tariq All, 
ubiisbed by Penguin 
ooks (price Rs 46.bl) 
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Sharad Pa war: 
Th e next N TR?_ 

At 42. Sharad Pa war. the president of the Con^re88(S). is the youngest 
president of any of the national parties in the country. 
SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA spoke to him in Cochin, where tho 

A1CC(S) session was held recently. 


Why did you suddontv 
M on thif unity movo 

■ mwith thi OSP and tht R9sh- 
irtya Congress? 

A: Thu process and ihe dh- 
cushion have been KoiriK on in our 
party since a hmg time. The Bombay 
resolution of the AlCOSl (passed in 
October 1941) had categoricaMy 
mentioned that wc should try to go 
nearer to the Ukeminded parties and 
the partieii were also practically de¬ 
fined. The Bombay resolution else 
said that our ultimate aim should be 
to provide a viable alternative to the 
ruling party. This has been the think¬ 
ing for the past two years and even 
today, most of uur friends from 
northern India and central India are 


of the opinion that we should try to 
bring Ijkeminded forces around us 
and that we should try to avoid the 
splitting of votes among each other. 
In fact, Mr Ratubhai Adam, prasi. 
dent of the Rashiriya Congresn of 
Oujarat, look the initiative He met 
us and then we talked lo Mr Bahugu 
na; both Mr Bahtiguna and Mr 
Raiubhai Adani are products of the 
Congress movement, they have been 
in the Congress for more years ihan 
even me. so there should be no 
difficulty in our coming together. 
Basically, ideologically and prog- 
rammcwise, there is no dilference 
between us. 

Q: Mr Chandra Shekhar. 


Sharad Pawar: a terious threat to Congress^O? 



Chitudhury Charati SihmU and Buhu 
Ja/uivan frum are a ho ptoduat of 
the Congress movc^rrt'rir. Are you 
going to imhidv them in ihh unity 
move? Or is it not i*ossihle? 

A; Whai you say is correct. Mr 
Chandra Shekhar chnudhury Saliuh 
and Bal>u .lag.iivan Kam arc all pro¬ 
ducts r>l the Congress mowmcni, 
that i« why innui politival resolution 
we have c'mphasived the need for 
bringing together all the so leaders 
and their respective parties, t will he 
happy if these forces can combine. 

Q: IS If practically f>n*iiiide ro bring 
Mr Chandra Shekhar JiiJ Mi Bahu- 
guna together? 

At I don't know; I cannot say now. 
But in 1977. everbody was together. 

Q: tit your ifroiidentiid adorers to 
theAtCCfSK you said that .tvni wouid 
prefer the united front concept to 
the "‘electoral shortcut of merger '... 

A: There are two thinus: first we 
should try to bring the TikumiiideJ 
forces and parlies under one banner 
That IS our first priority. Jf this is not 
possible, I will prefer a front. If we 
succeed in bringing likeminded 
forces together, there are some 
forces or parties which may not bu 
likeminded. but in the interest of 
providing a viable national alterna¬ 
tive, probably we may have to make 
some adjustments with them. For 
eiample, we m^y have to make 
adjustments with the leftist parties, 
the CP1(M) and the CPI. United front 
politics is equally important, pro¬ 
vided that the front clarifies and 
finalises a definite programme and 
places it before the people 

Q; Are going to respond to the 
BJr's cafi /or setting up a narjonaJ 
democraric front? 

A' We have not reached anv con¬ 
clusion regarding the BJP yet. I have 
not discussed this seriously yet. 

Q: Would you be totally averse to 
the BJP or would you like to include 
it m your front? 

A: As per the decision which was 
taken at the Bombay AlCC meeting 
and ih this meeting as wall, for tba 
purpose of electoral adjustments, 
there is no harm In associating with 
any party, including the BJP. 










Th^rB are a lot of people in 
the CongressO) who do not 
approve of what 1$ happen¬ 
ing In the party...(They) are 
maintaining a rapport with 

US. 


Q: WiV the Congress (Socialist) 
maintain its separate identity for the 
time being? 

A: We are mainuimni our seps* 
rate indentity end w« would like lo 
mamtain our Mperece identity. But 
for the lerger nattonel interests, if 
some likeminded parties decide to 
come under one banner, the Con* 
fftisiS) will nut come in their way. 
The CongressiS) would support it. 

9* Do ;you think thet CongresstSi 
by itself is a force anywhere outside 
Maharashtra? 

A: It is a force m Kerala. Every¬ 
body asks me this quescion. But one 
should nut Inrget that today in this 
country practKally aJl recognised 
pulittcai pirties have bases in cer¬ 
tain states un)y For instance, rake 
the L>ik Dal.lt is a recognised nation* 
al political party, but everybody is 
uware that its strength is restricted 
to some states, like UP, Haryana. 
Rajasthan. Bihar, etcetera The 
CPI<M) has Its strength m West Ben¬ 
gal, Kerala and Tripura mainlv, but 
can it be ignored in national politics? 
Similar is the case wUh (he Janata 
Party. It is there in Gujarat, in 
Karnataka, a little bit in UP. and 
here and there. Now it has some base 
ill Orissa due to Mr Biju Pntnaik and 
in Bihar due to Mr Karpnon Thakwr’s 
decision. Bui still the Janata is a 
recognised national party. Take the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. Jt is strong 
in Himachal Pradesh. Delhi and 
Madhya Pradesh and it has consider¬ 
able strength in these places. Same 
is the case with my party as well. We 
have a good unit in Assam, though 
we l<ist the elections, due to tne 
reasons which have now become 
weliknown. In Maharashtra and 
Kerala and in few other states we 
have strong units. So. the position of 
every political party being such, the 
reality must be accepted 

9* in Kerala, IS months ago, whan 
Mr A.K. Anthony and Mr Vyaier 
Ravi left, you were at least left with 
some leaders who have managed to 
put up a good show during the rally 
on S May. What is your future in 
West Bengal? 

A: In West Bengal, it will take 
some time, but we are getting a good 
response. The reason why we are 
getting a good response in Kerala 
today is that there is a team of young 
and Fkonest workers in this state I am 
expecting to get a similar team In 
West Bengal as well. It would take 
time. There may not be names which 
are known statewide In West Bengal, 
bur there ere some people who are 
serious and have political convic* 


riont end in course of tine, they will 
prove their vrorth. 

Q: Wbeo Mr Anthony took his 
de^siort, you promptly eapeUed him 
from (he perry. Bur io the case of Mr 
P.R. Dasmunsi, there was a different 
line of thinking. How do you eaplain 
the consideration shown to Mr Das- 
munsi? It was almost known that he 
was puitring your periy, hur you 
weireo rill he actually resigned. 

A: The difference was that in Kera¬ 
la our party got elected in the name 
of the left democratic front. Our 
party shared power in the CP1(M1 
led government Then our pany unit 
led by Mr Anthony took a decision to 
wirharaw from the goyemnent. We 
supported that decision. Thereafter 
our party unit took the decision to 
withdraw its support to the left 
democratic front govcmmenr. We 
tolerated even thet. In the Bombay 
AICC. where Mr Anthony, Mr Vyalar 
Ravi and other friends were present, 
there was a commiroient from the 
Kerala fnends that while they would 
withdraw their support to the left 
democratic front, they will not join 
any front with the Congressltl. Alter 
they withdrew from here, they not 
only supported but joined lUnds 
with (he Congressdl. They fought 


Wiiei MLft 



I am told that R^iv Gandhi 
was a good pilot. And a 
good pilot's habit is to al¬ 
ways depend on the control 
tower. Whenever the con¬ 
trol tower tells him to land, 
ha lands; if it tells him to go 
in a particular direction, he 
obeys... I do not know 
whether he continues with 
that habit of receiving 
orders from the control tow- 
erornot. 


Maneke Gandhi might be 
getting a bit of publicity and 
some gathenngs here or 
there, but I do not think that 
she has any signIfIcarKe in 
politics. 


the elections with Congress(I), and 
then joined the government of the 
Congreaid). Mr Dasmunsi was de¬ 
finitely talking about going to the 
Congress(I) and he was arguing with 
us also and we told him that we did 
not approve of his thinking. But ha 
was open for discussions. In the case 
of Mr Anthony and Mr Vyalar Ravi, 
they straightaway took (heir deci¬ 
sion. and when they took the deci¬ 
sion. it was a different situation 
altogether. 

0 : You have been concentrating a 
lot on Maharastiira. And there is 
no doubt that you have a good beso 
in thet state. Considering thet now 
the accent is on regional parties end 
region#/ feeders, ere you thinking of 
forming a regional party in Manat' 
eshtrer 

A; I would like to work under the 
banner of the Indian National Con* 
gress(S). It It true (bat 1 am devoting 
more time to Maharashtra as com* 
pared to other states. The situation 
which ] am facing irt Maharashtra is 
such that I have no choice but to 
spend a lot of time there, because 
most of my valued colleagues have 
left me, deserted me; tney have 
joined the Congressdl. I have to 
rebuild everything. This should not 
be misunderstood lo mean that ulti¬ 
mately our thinking is to form a 
regional party--*absolutely no. De¬ 
finitely we are projecting some im¬ 
portant resioaai issues, but we don't 
want to Ke^ Maharashtra away 
from the national mainstream. 

Q: Your relationship with Mr 
Chandra Shekhar on rfie personal 
level IS said to be very good. But in 
your dealings with the Janata Parry 
as such are there some constramrs. 
especially because of the attitude of 
the Maharashtra Janata leaders to¬ 
wards you? 

A; (teuMhs) Basically.(hat is not 
the issue. The issue is that my equa* 
tion and relationship with Mr Chan* 
dra Shekhar ia weliknown. And that 
will be a permanent feature also. But 
there are some suggestions that we 
should come together One thing is 
absolutely clear In my mind, and not 
only in my mind but in the minds of 
most of my colleanes in 'the Con* 
gress(S), that while the suggestion 
that we should come tog^er is 
good, there should be clarity regard* 
mg the motives what is the reason 
behind this unity? What is our direc¬ 
tion? What will be the programme? 
Suppose you win power, (hen for 
whom will you run (he government? 
Vnless you are clear on all these 
points, I don't think that (his unity 
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After^*^ 

three tough sets of u 
tennis. Staminade \f\ 
puts back what V 
sweat takes out: 'V 
your vital body salts 


Sweating and vital body salts 

Every time you exerose, you 
sweat and lose vitat Doc>y salts 
The symptoms? A ary throat 
thirst'heayy'fegs, genera/ fatigue. 

YouTe Drot>at>iv so used to 
these symptoms mar you 
accept mem as part of me 
exercise TheyTe not And in 
extreme cases, me 
symptoms can oe mere severe f. 
aamps, nausea, even 
unconsoousness 

Howf vital are 
Vital body salts? 

mese sa/ts are made up V'' ^ t 
or sodium, potassiumr^*-^—" 

Chloride, cerate ana magnesium -- 
And each of mem piavs a vital 
roce in your pOOv Chemistry 
They ireep your reflexes sharp, 
your musdes tn tone, maintdin 
your fluid Oaiance, and convert 
carpohydrates into energy. 

water alone doesn't help 

Thrrst IS caused not just by 
water loss, out also oy loss 
, of vital body salts 

Drinking glass after glass of 
water does not quench your 
mirst or reiteve tne other 
symptoms of der^ydraoon 
In fact, too much water or^ 
dilutes vi^atever salts are left. 

Your body machinery does replace 
vital salts from vour food, 

8ut mat IS a very slow process. 






Vital body saite 

starmnaoedoes in 
^ minutes vmat vour 
Dody, left to Itself, would take 
hours to achieve it relieves 
dehydration and restaes vour 
energy, by repiaong body fluids and vital 
body salts What does Staminade contain? 
irs a f ormuiabon of an your vital body 
salts, re nfcreed with glucose. . 
with no artrheial stimulants. 

Yes, it does teste good 

Presn-green staminade castes of lime ana 
salt, sweeteneo wim glucose it 
comes to you in the form of 
pow3er, and dissolves easily m a 
glass of water 

A good nome in 
Australia.. .now in 
India 

starninade is irtOeiv useo in tne 
spcrbng nation of AustraNa. bv 
casual pbvers, professional 
sportsmen, and mose who feadan 
acoveiife. Now, for the first dme, 
youcanbuvitinindia.. aproduct 
of Nicholas Ldbcratories india Ltd. 


aamHwae 

puts back wnatsf^eat ta/»sout 
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wUl be usefuJ. Thar k why I am very 
particular about all these things. I 
always raise these types of issues. 
There are some honest dtf fereoces of 
opinion between some of the Janata 
Parn leaders’ chinhin# and our party 
leaders' thinking or our party’s 
approach and that is why unless we 
resolve all these issues, one should 
not lump to conclusions. 

Q: HMve you bad a dialogue w/rh 
Mr CAendra Shekhar recently? 

A: Yes, a number of times. Recent* 
ly we have not had a detailed dia* 
logue, but I am thinking of going to 
meet him soon after this AlCC ses* 
Sion is over. I am going to discuss 
with him the piMSibilities... 

Q: The possibilities of united ac¬ 
tion, or of unity as such? 

A: Of both. 

Q: Have you had a dialogue with 
Cbaudhurv Charan Singh? 

A: I had one meeting with him. I 
must say that his approach was quite 
positive. He had shown a lot of 
interest (in unity). He invited us a 
second time also, but I could not go; 
that was a mistake from my side. 
After this session certainly we shall 
agam sit together. 1 will fix the next 
meeting, I will go and discuss with 
him. 

In your bid for opposition unity, 
which are the other forces you are 

approaching’ 

Ar Of course, we arc talking to the 
DSP and to the Rashtriya Congress 
of Mr Ratubhai Adam. We nave 
reached some conclusions also. We 
have adopted a joint statement, 
which has appeared in the press. 
And ultimatefy, we would lixe to 
work together Apart from these two 
parties, we have in mind Chaudhury 
Sahab and Chandra Shekhar. 

Q. What is your opwiMi about the 
functioning of the government in 
Maharashtra today? 

A: Cvecybody was expecting a lot 
of things from Mr Vasantdada PatiJ 
because the whole country was 
aware of Aniulay’s administration, 
bis misuse of power. Similarly with 
Babasaheb Bhosale everybody was 
disturbed or unhappy because of his 
non functioning. ^ the people had 

B laced a lot ot hope on Dada. But 
ada has now been there for three 
months and the people are realising 
that there is no change from the past. 
The government is not moving at all, 
even regarding drought, though the 
chief minister is making statements 
every day, and announcing over the 
media, the radio, television, that he 
bad done so much—but that Is all 
false. If you visit the villages, you 
will see how the villagers are facing 
problems. 

Q: You have talked about the 
possibUiry of a snap mid-ctrm poU in 

C ur speech et the AICC(S) session. 

the event that it does tsike placet 
it will be for the first time that you 
will be campaigning in Maharashtra 
on your own and mthout Mr Y. B. 
Charan. What it your opinion about 
Mr Charan? Why did the two of you 


fall out? 

A: Even today my equation with 
Mr Chavan is personally veiy good. 
He is the feeder who has definitely, 
efter Lokmanya Titak, brought 
Maharashtra on the national and 
international map. He is the leader 
who fought in the independe 
movement, who administered the 
state efficiently, first in the capacity 
of a minister and then as the chief 
minister. He is the leader who be¬ 
came India's defence minister in the 
most crucial time (after the 1962 
Chinese Mgression). He has been 
the union h^e. finance and foreign 
minister at crucial times. Every* 
where he administered very efii* 
ciently. Though be was in power for 
years together, he has definitely 
maintained his character. And that is 
why we respect him both as a person 
and as a leader. Definitely we do not 
approve of his decision to leave our 

B irty and join the Indira Congress. 

e himself was pleading with us and 
arguing with us and telling us in 
1977, 1978 and 1979 that we should 
not associate with the Congressfl) 
and he had convincing reasons. Due 
CO him we took the ^cision not to 
associate ourselves with Mrs Can4hi. 
Mrs Gandhi has not changed, there is 
no chanee in her enicu^, or her 
policies, mit Mr Chavan has taken a 


decision which 1 don’t approve. That 
is why politically we don^ agree, we 
are on different sides. 

Q: Coas/denVig the fact that you 
are just 42 years old, you will 
perhaps be a serious challenger to 
Mr Rajir Gandhi in (he years to 
nee come. IVhar is your opinion about 
him? 

A: (Laughs) I dodt know whether 
he is my challenger or I am his 
challenger. I have never mot chat 
man. That is why 1 cannot assess that 
man properly. I can therefore assess 
him from what 1 have learnt from the 
media only. The way Mrs Gandhi is 
giving him publicity and the way the 
centw and state governments of the 
Congressll) are using their machin* 
e^ lor his image building, is asto* 
nishing. The radio, the television, 
the government media, are repeated* 
Iv drilling in the message that “he is 
the man." But whether ne is the man 
or not can be seen only when he 
actually faces a crisis. Then only will 
we be able to judge him, whether he 
cen overcome that crisis or not. But I 
am told that he was a good pilot. And 
a pilot’s habit is to always oepend on 
the control tower. Whenever the con* 
trol tower tells him to land, ha lands; 
if it tells him to go in a parricular 
direction, then he obeys. When it 
tells him to take off, he takes off. I do 
not know whether he continues with 
that habit of receiving orders from 
the control tower. We have to see 
whether he can take off without the 
control tower or not, 

Q: And what is your i^inion about 
the person whom Mr Rajiv CancUit 
considers to be his arch rival in 

C litics, the estranged daughter*m- 
V of the Prime Minister, Mrs Man* 
eJta Gendht.’ 

A: I don't take it seriously, (t is a 
family quarrel. She might be getting 
■ little bit of publicity and some 
gatherings here or (here, but 1 don't 
think she has any significance in 

politics. 

Q; In your poimeaf resolution pas¬ 
sed at the AiCC(5A you have refer¬ 
red to the democratic forces within 
the Congressfl), to whom you have 
sent an invitation to Join hands with 
you. Who are these elements? 

A: 1 don't want to disclose their 
names. Firstly, there are a lot of 
people wbo do not approve of what is 
nappening in the Confiress<l). 
Secondly, tney are honest Congress* 
men, so they would like to associate 
themselves with a party which has a 
Congress character. There are a 
nummr of such people who are 
maintaining a rapport with us. One 
of the reasons why we made this 
appeal U chat they are just talking to 
us. they are keeping a rapport with 
us, whenever we meet them they tell 
us that they do not approve of what 
is happening in jhe country, but they 
are not taking any concrete decision. 
This appeal is addressed to them so 
that they take e concrete decision 
end do not continue to waste their 
time and remain mere spectators. 


My equation with Y. B. 
Chavan is personally very 
good...but Mr Chavan has 
taken a dedsion (assodat- 
Ing himself with the Con¬ 
gress-1) of whidi I don‘t 
approve. Wat is why politi¬ 
cally we are on different 
sides. 
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win the panchayat 
elections? 


O n (he eve of the elections 
to the 58,000 panch^yats 
in West Bengil, the 
sute*$ ruling Left Front 
is facing a major crisis. In 
about SS par cent ot the pan- 
chayatt, the Left Front partners are 
contesting against each other. In 
The elections that will be held on 31 
May. the CPI(M) has fielded 52,000 
candidates, wnile (he Forward Bloc, 
the RSP and the CPI have together 
fielded about 28,000 candidates, 
tven (he Forward Bloc (Marxist), a 
relatively small partner of the 
Front, has put up its own candi* 
dates against the CP]<Mrs. 

This is not the first time that the 
CPl(M) will face such a situation. 

Even during the last panchayar 
elections held in the stare in 1978, 
the Front partners stood against 
each other in about 8,000 consti* ^ 
tuencies. Most of the roHults. 
however, were in favour of the 
CPKM): the party won a»>ou( 34,000 
seats from about (he 52,000 seats 
that it contested. The Forward Bloc 
won 1,900 seats of the 8,500 seats: 
the RSF, which did marginally bet* 
ter than the Forward Blue, won 
about 2,000 seats of the 6,000 seats 
it contested. (The CPI, which was 
not a Left From partner during the 
last elections put up 2,500 candi* 
dates and won only 82S seats.) 

When talks on the adjustment of 
seats for the imminent panchayat 

elections between the Left Front Election gnUiri in Howrab 
partners failed this year, the am 
CPI(M) made one point clear; the * H 
result of not having an adjustment f B 
with the CPKM) would be dis- ]■ 
astrous for the ocher Front part* 
tiers. For. the party said» the ■ ^ 

CPI(M) would win 60 per cent of ■ 
the sears, the Congressd) 35 per ■ * 

cent, and the rest would be divined A * 

between the other Left Front pert* ^ V 

ners and the independents. If wha( 

(ho CPI(M) leaders lay does hajp* ^B . • 

pen, (hen the party's strength wul B 

imorove while the smaller partners ||BH % 

will face increasing probleou in 

making themselves heard within B 

the Front, ^B B 

During the last panduyit elec* V 

tions, the Congressfl) did not con* ^B « 

test officially. Instead, some Cen< ^B 1 

^samencontestedtheeleccionsai ^B ^^BBB 

independent candidates. But de* ^B BBBB 

spite that, the Congrefs(I)- ^B ^^B^B 

supported independents as well as ^B fl^^BB 

other independents managed to ^B B^^^B j 

capture about 16,000 seats. TliU ^B 
lime, the Congre^K) is likely to ^B i^^B i 

win more seats as it is contesting •|B| 

the elections officially. Even ^B * B* 
though there Is. infighting among JBaJJBI 


But if the CPI(M) increases its 
strength, it may adopt an offensive 
posture cowards the Congressd) 
and ocher partners of the Left 
From. However, it is unlikely that 
(he CPKM) will in any way try to 
humiliate the Forward Bloc, RSP 
and the CPI immediately. But one 
thing is certain: in case the CPI, 
R$P and the Forward Bloc fare 
badly, (hen the bases these parties 
have in the rural areas will effec* 
lively cease to exist. These parties 
are also aware of this reality and 
are therefore trying their best to 
mobilise all their resources to de> 
feat the CPKM) and the Con¬ 
gress! I). 

On account of the panchayaf elec¬ 
tions. relations between the supper* 
ten of the CPKM) and those of (he 
other Front partners have become 
bUter. especially in districts like 
Cooch Benar, Midnaoore, Murshi* 
dabad, Jalpaiguri, Birblium and 
North 24 Parganas. Mr Jyoci Basu 
has. of course, appealed to all the 
leaders of the Left Front to take 
measures to ensure that (he tension 
does not eKalate. But it is common 
knowledge that the cadres of the 
Left Front parties will not be will¬ 
ing to listen to even their leaders. 
For, the CPKM) is fighting to retain 
its supremacy in the Front while 
(he smaller partners are striving to 
weaken the position of the CP1(M) 
in order to retain their own inde* 
pendcnce. 

The panchayar elections are not 
being fought on any political issue. 
The determining factors are going 
to be the per^mance ana the 
image of the parties in the rural 
areas. The CPKM), for instance, 
controlled more than 60 per cent of 
(he panchayats, a number of which 
are now known to be hotbeds of 
corruption and nepotism. It is true, 
of course, that even when the Con¬ 
gress used to control most of the 

e anchayars, they were not free 
om corruption. But the difference 
is that the panchayats now have 
more power end finances that they 
did before. In addition, thanpan* 
chayars also have a say in the 
distribution of land and in advanc¬ 
ing loans. 

It is true that the CPI(M) has 
been able to consolidate its position 
in the rural areas with ibe help of 
the pancliayers: during the last six 
yean more than Rs 400crores were 
pumped into the rural areas 
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the Congressmen and much dispute 
over the allocation of seats to the 
candidates. Left Front leaders 
admit (hat (he Congressd) will put 
upa better show this lime.Congres* 
su) supporters are of course, in* 
clined (0 the same view. They say 
that the Marxists have become un¬ 
popular in a numberuf panchayars 
. among the Front 
partners will definitely reduce the 
number of seats they will win (his 
time. 

1( would be very difficuli to pre> 
diet the results of the panchayat 
elections, (hough everyone agrees 
that whatever the outcome, it 
would have a considerable effect on 
state politics. If the Congress(I) 
fares well, then it would adopt a 
more aggressive posture in ihe 
stele. For instance. Congressmen, 
especially in the rural areas, would 
start asserting themselves again. 


ti 






Sonodyne presents 
Hi-Fi togetherness at its best I 


Our t(»seOir^ Stereo Cassette Deck wtth butt-riSOVVatt Amf^ier 
-the SCR 2060, is now matched with our new SX500 2-w^ SpeaUm.incorporatli^ 
lapanesc woofers and tweeters to create the country^ most advanced stered system, 

at a price that wdl giveyou a [Peasant surprise i 


SonoOvn* has ratsM audio 
anginaorrna to an «van 
higher fevelof 
iophifticatiori — ega»r>^ 
With Our Mrtecity matched 
SCR 2060 from loadma 
Stereo Ceaaena Tepa 0eck- 
cum •Amplifier (60 Want) 
and our newSX $00 Stereo 
Speaker Svatem, sound 
reproduction is loud and 
ciser. You can now own a 
magnificient world •class 
system without paving too 
high a price for itl 
Nereatfasi is a high 
powered iow*disfort4on 
•tereo tape recorder ihet 
will hold Its own anywhere 
Ju It teat the capeb>i ities of 
the SGR-2060. You can get 
sensational sound out of 
any tape — Normal 
Chroma or Farri•Chroma ~ 
all by poaitronmg the Tape 
Selector Swrtch And the 
None Filter Switch when 
pressed during replay 
eliminates tape hiss. 
Kratchy and high ^ 
frequency noise 



This IS not eM You can use 
the SCR-mOsse 
conventional stereo 
amplifier by connectirtg it 
to external inputs such ese 
record pteyer. s tuner or an 
external tape dedt. White 
playing a gremophorw 
recordi^ayer you can tape 
hj'fi stereo music, merelv 
by pressing down the 
recording switch. 

SPeaFlCATKINS: 

SCR"6060 OecSt Section: 

Front Loading Stereo 
Cessette Deck with Soft 
Elect System. Most 


adverKed circuit with ICs. 
Wide Frequervcy 
Response. Selector Switch 
provided for bies and 
aquabraiion matchings for 
normal, chroma and 
ferrtchroma tapes. Noise 
Filter. 7KH<. I2db/0ctave. 

AmpUfler Seetlon Muete 
Power Output: 90-Wan. 
Total Harmonic Distortion 
(at t KKs); lass than 0 .$%. 
Frequancy Responsa: 
20H2to20KH/l^3de). 

SX 600 Speaker Syetvn: 

A compect booksl^f type 
system with Japanese 


woofers and tyveeiers in a 
unique twin port base 
reflex deaton, the SX 600 
produeee dear tonal 
reepenae rar>gir>g from 
SS Ha Id 20.000 From 
rockaongato mallow 
orehastral piecea. 
everything sounds great 
over the entire sound 
spectrum. 


\ ^ 

\ \ 


80NODVNE ^ 

Model RP-40000Dlreet 
Drive Turntable wftti 
QyrO'Beler>God Tone Arm. 


» SONOOTNEEUCnOMCS 

VJt/ CO. W. LT6. 

7. $oor^ Xoy flsad, CakuHi SS. 



The riarne lhaft nijsic to)Dur ears. 






It is time to modernise 
Indian capitalism 


T he recent no holds-hnrred 
infiithtiTiK between two 
hrandt nf capitalists—</c* 
thr end ihe not exactly 
videstii bui those known as 
nun-resiJent Indiaov—has brought 
out un inherent weakness of Indian 
capitalism. This is feudalism in 
capicahsm, that is< contrnuinjt 
dynastic luccession m the most 
modern Indian companies. In feet, 
to call the companies public limited 
companies, is a misnomer. ?'or all 

f irectical purposes they are private 
imired companies. The son sue* 
ceeds the father, at in most other 
walks of life in the country. In the 
terminology of sociologists, this is a 
feudal principle. 

Capitalism it born in the womb of 
feudaliam. But ir does not mature 
unless It snaps its umbilical cord 
with feudalism so that as it de* 
veiopi, the traces of feudalism in 
capitalism fade out. In advanced 
capitalist countries, family* 
vonrrolled corporations are now an 
exception to ine rule. As a general 
rule, ownership has been delinked 
from the management of big cor 

B orations. In some countries, this 
as been achieved through an evo* 
luiionary process. But in others it 
has been achieved through a re* 
volwtionarv process. In Japan, for 
instance, t^en. McArthur, with one 
stroke of the pen ended the family 
control, known as reibatui. over big 
companies. The professionalisation 
of corporations made them more 
efficient and this, in fact, invigo¬ 
rated capitalism. In Japan the end 
of sa/haruswas the beginning of the 
lapanese miracle. 

Indian capitalism is very slow to 
change. But the family control sys* 
tem is bound to disintegrate. In 
India, the most glorious of the feud- 
al dynasties, (he Mughal dynasty, 
became week as a result of interne* 
cine fighting and its final burial 
tink place at the hands of foreign 
invaders. Now. joint families too 
are breaking up, creating a lot of 
unpleasantness among the family 
members. The Indian big business 
families are not free from this rule. 
The companies caught in this in 
fighting have generally stagnated. 
It is not clear that if modem*day 
capitalists adopt family planning 
«iiid priKluce only one son. how far 
they will be able to defy the law of 
change. 

The growth itself is weakening 
(he system of family control. In the 
cvmpanies which have grown the 
fastest, the shareholdings of ihe 


ECONOMY 
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family auiomaticallv gel diluted. 
The families which have Iwen most 
realuus in keeping their sharehold' 
ings to ‘*«afe'* limiis have ended up 
ensuiing the slow giowth of their 
companiev. It is possible that manv 
capitalists may respond to the dan* 
ger of takeovers by non residents 
by staggering the growth uf the 
companies so that their sharehuld* 
mgs are not diluted In other wurds. 
the cost of clinging ro the outmoded 
familvcontrol system would be 
slower economic growth. 

In order to prevent that eventual* 
iiy and make Indian companies 
more vigorous. Indian capitalism 
needs a swift operation to snap its 
umbilical cord, Fortunate I v, ovei a 
period of time, govemment owned 
public financial institutions have 
acquired sisable shareholdings m 
most of the Indian companies. For 
instance, these holdings are of the 
order of 4S per cent in TF4XO. 42 
per cent in TISCO. 4S per cent in 
Voltas. S4 per cent in Escorts. 40 
per cent in Modi Rubber, 44 per 
cent in Mahindra and Mahindra. .It 
per cent in Kirloskar Oil Engines. 

per cent in National Rayon and 
IB per cent in ACC. On the other 

A jolt to Indian capitalism 
to make it modern i$ 
overdue. But Mrs Gandhi 
is hardly the person to 
bring about sucti a 
revolution in Indian 
capitalism. The one 
whose one^point 
programme Is to 
perpetuate dynastic 
succession in ^litics to 
help her son. will neither 
have the will nor the moral 
authority to end the 


hand, tlie sliaroholdmg^ uf the 
families controlling these com* 
panics liuidiv exceed 10 per cent or 
s«t. Ihcn whv should it be Swiaj 
Haul voisus Bhaiai Ram or Swraj 
Haul versus Nanda. nr versus Tata? 
What alxiut the financial institu* 
lions’ riiuv have the highest stakes 
in these sompanlev. 

Ihe liuldingsof these insiitutiuns 
could be used effectively to bring 
about the professional revolution in 
Indian capitalism. The insmuiions' 
position can be further streng* 
thened by reactivating ihe old rule 
of conversion of loan into equity. 
The companies which stagger their 
expansion in a desperate effort to 
ensure the continuance of familv 
control, could he naiionaliseiJ. 
Simulianeouslv. trusts should be 
made to disinvest their sharehold* 
ings (Trusts ate the cover to per* 
pt'tuate family control.! To mml* 
mise political Interference, the 
financiaimstitutions can adopt the 
system nf the foreign companies. 
Management consultants can be 
asked to shorc*iist from among the 
existing employees, a panel for the 
post of chairman.'managiiig direc* 
lor of a company. The institutions 
can make the final selection from 
this panel and adopt a person as 
their candidate for the post. With 
their holdings, they can certainly 
carry the day in ibe annual general 
meeting of the company in the 
event of a contest. 

The question is: Why should 
Ratan Tata succeed J.R.D. Tata, or 
Vinay Bharat Ram succeed Bharat 
Ram or Hajan Nanda succeed H.P. 
Nanda, if more competent prafes* 
sionals are available in the com* 
ponies? In fact, if, for mstance./it is 
found that Vinay Bharat Ram and 
Rajan Nanda are really competent, 
then let them swap place^Rajan 
Nanda goes to OCM and Vinay 
Bharat Ram goes (o Escorts. This 
will ensure the final end of family 
control over companies. 

A jolt to Indian capitalism to 
make it modern is overdue. But Mrs 
Indira Gandhi is hardly the person 
to bring^bout such a revolution in 
Indian capitalism. The one whose 
one-point proeramme is to perpetu¬ 
ate dvnastic succession in politics 
to help her son. will neither have 
the will nor the moral authority to 
end the system in other walks of 
life. The modernisation of manage* 
meat of Indian capitalism is part of 
an overall social, political and eco* 
nomic modernisution of the 
countrv. 




INVESTIGATION 


B usinc»!^ never brisk in the 
stockmarkeiv on the days 
precedms the budget. It 
even worse this time as 
months of recession end 
tij^ht money bad been keeping the 
market depressed One of the few 
companies whose shares did not re 
fleet the general trend was the Delhi 
Cloth and General Mills Company 
timired (DCM) Founded by LaU 
Shri Ram, the Delhi based company 
which manufactures textiles, che- 
micalSi fertilisers, rayon, sugar, 
vanaspati, computers and a wide 
range of engineering goods is ranked 
fifth among the country's industrial 

S lants iri terms of assets (1982 assets: 

s 1S6 crores) and fourth in terms of 
sales I19B2 sales: Rs 420 crores;. But 
those were not the reasons for the 
rising value of its shares. Till the end 
of January a Rs 25 share hud been 
worth only about Rs 3t and even in 
the first week of February in spite of 
some s^culative buying, the price 


hovered between Rs 34 and R$ .36. 


However, from the second week of 
Februar/DCM shares seemed to be 
in heavy demand at the Delhi stxk 
exchange. The price et the end of the 
week was R$ 39. The following week 
the price crossed the Rs 40 mark and 
on iO February! the day the union 
finance miititter, Mr Pranab 


Mukherjee. presented the budget, a 
DCM share was fetching a price of Rs 
54.37»irore than twice its face 
value. Although the sudden spurt in 
the value of DCM shares intrigued 
many, nobody could yet really ex* 
plain whv this was happening 


At about the same time another 
Delhi based industrial giant. Escorts, 
also appeared to be drawing substan 
tial investment support for its 
shares. Escorts, the market leaders 
in tractors and motorcycles, is among 
the fastest growing industrial esiab* 
lishments m India. Founded by a 
Delhi industrialist H.P. Nanda, its 
sales have multiplied six times in ten 
years—from Rs 42 croras to the pre* 
sent Rs 240 crores. With a massive 
expansion programme now under* 
way, sales are lilcely to exceed Rs300 
crores in another five years. Escorts 
shares therefore, have always been a 
speculator’s choice: a ten*rupee 
share fetched around Rs 40 at the 
end of January. During February the 
value appreciated further to reach 
Rs S4. However, a.s the hike was not 
as dramatic as that of DCM shares, 
for a while the trading in Escorts 
shares went virtually unnoticed. 

Came March and there seemed to 
develop a scramble for DCM shares. 
In the first week the price went up 
further by eboui Rs S and in the 
following week by another Rs 4 
touching Rs 60. That made market* 
man really sit up. U was by now 
evident chat some big boys were at 
pUy. The initial suspicion was that 


When UK-bosed industriolist Swraj Poul storted buying u( 
Escorts,the IrxJion industrialists ponicked.This wos a chollt 


roredisploy of togetherness the Indion industriolists joinec 
minority shares, in their battle ogainst Swraj Paul. T( 
same of India's richest ond most powerful 


one of Lala Shri Ram's two sons, 
Bharat Ram and Charat Ram. was 
picking up shares from the market to 
increase nis hold over the company. 
Bharat Ram. the elder of the two 
brothers, is the chairman of the 
board of directors of DCM. His 
eldest son Vinay Bharat Ram is also 
on the board. A'ltbough Charet Ram 
as the maneging director. » ranked 
iiutn^Kr two in the company’s hierar* 
chy, none of his immediate family 


I 


newspe^ra for pub- 


members are on the DCM board. 
Insiders have long known that all Is 
nut well within the Shri Ram family, 
which owns about ten per cent of 
DCM's 60.25.272 shares, 


enough to control ine company. 
Many thought the heavy trading to 
he a manifesration of a family war. 

This turned uut to be untrue. Bur if 
neither Bharat Ram nor Charat Ram 
was buying the shares, who was? The 
company, of late, had not been doing 


t hardly looks like the piKe 
lakhs of 


upecs change 
It mi 


.where JaKns or ruj 
hands in a matter of minutes A 
narrow passage, most of which is 
laken up by piles of gunny bags and 
pieces of broken furniture, leads to 
a shabby concrete building next to 
a cinema hall in Connaught Place, 
the heart of Delhi, where the Delhi 
Slock exchange is housed. Despite 
(be stern message—'Do not soil the 
building'—prominently displayed 
all over the place, the corridor is 
liberally splashed with paan stains. 

At the end of the corridor is a 
large hgll which even on a dull day 
has that vigorous look of a crowded 
railway platfom. b is here that a 
shoving, sweating mob transacts 
business amidst unintelligible 
shouts and equally unintelligible 
hand signals. The noise is deafen* 
ing. To the uninitiated the place 
may appear to be a madhouse with 
a crowo some ten deep, milling and 

J ostling in front of three large 
•lackbMrds on which are shakily 
scribbled rows of figures in chalk. 
The figures indicate the fluctua* 
tions in the share prices of various 
companies. For quite seme rime 
now three companies— . DCM, 
Escorts, and Swadeshi Pol^ex— 
have bMn dominating the uack* 
board with the largest number of 
figures being shown against their 
names. The oidding closes et two 
pm every day and figures are de> 
spatcheo to 
li^atiocL 


The cenir 
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A new tJ ^Ihi stock exchange: action 4' 
Dominating the hall, which is painted 

appropriately enough*^Cl 
pati, Ganesh and Uk; 


lurgid green, are 
the figures of Tirupat 


shmi, portrayO'd in vivid red. silver 
gold. Ine deities 


„..look down on the milh^Fl*^®' 

screeching crowd below. discerniMl^hc 
perhaps some method to ail the madnei^l^^i 
Brokers (some 110 are reglttar^ ivlth iMl^er 
Delhi stodc exchange) who say, wlsbcoMjiuJii 


4 I 
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chores of two Delhi-bosed blue chip companies, DCM ond 
)e to the dynastic rule of the corporate giants in lr>dia. In a 
indswith the fomilies managing DCM and Escorts with 
SHAR PANDIT pieces together the full story of how 
pie were frightened by a threat from abroad. 


as w«l] ti in rha past. Its net profits 
had dropped sharplv from Rs 6.76 
cTorts in iMO'Sl to Rs 3.11 crores in 
1961*62. Gross returns on the invest* 
menti made in DCM at eurrent 

( irices of these shares were hardiy 
Ikely to be more than four per cent. 
No Dusinessman would risk his 
money on such shares unless he was 
planning to evemually take over the 
management of the company. Suspi* 
cion hovered over R.P. Ooenka. who 


has become famous for the way he 
haa aipanded bis empire. Charat 
Ram. in a letter to his elder brother 
Bherat, mentioned such a thought. 
But nobody could be sure. Since 
DCM shares were registered in forw. 
ard list.the actual delivery could be 
made within M days after the purch* 
ase. AgalOf a broker night take de* 
livery on behalf of'the actual pur* 
chaser end thus prevent the tdcnuty 
of the buyer from being known. The 


re stage 
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shares of a particular company, say. 
pCM, will keep snouting, DCM, 37 

meaning their client wanrs to buy DCM 
shares at a rate of Rs 37 each. They will 
then be approached by another broker 
^hose client wants to sell. Somehow, 
Amidst the din, they will reach an agree* 
[ncnt %n4 the transection will be success* 
lully aaeoute^. For those sharea listed ler 


spot delivery, payments are made 
within three days end for those 
shares listed for forward trading, 
payments are made every two 
weeks under the fortnightly pay* 
ment system. The client wilT. of 
course, have an advance. 

Just outside the hell is e canteen, 
which IS somewhat sparsely patro¬ 
nised. selling mouldy looking rusks, 
Marie biKwts and strong, orange 
coloured tee. Tucked away in every 
available inch of spe^e, both up¬ 
stairs and downstairs, ere narrow 
cubby holes, which are the offices 
of the brokers. Into each of these 
four square feet of space arc cram¬ 
med several tables, a typewriter 
and constantly ringing telephones. 
But under the ubiquitous icon of 
Lakshmi. the brokers sit, idly 
almost, pleridJy chewing paan. 

The Delhi stock exchinge is look¬ 
ing for more spacious accommode- 
tiocL, an official of the exchai^ 
said. The stock ejcchange is an inde¬ 
pendent assodaiioQ which employs 
Its own staff but is under the fi¬ 
nance ministry. The official admit¬ 
ted the recent space of activity has 
bean ** unprecedented. * Never be¬ 
fore have so many fluctuations in 
share prices and so much buying 
and setling taken place. Looking at 
the noisy crowd, it was amasing to 
think that the fate of Indian indus¬ 
try was being decided in those 
rather seedy, down*at*beel sur¬ 
roundings. ^ 
lUnjeoa StngupU 


buyer could remain anonymous till 
the shares had actually been trans- 
ferred and registered in the books of 
the company. *1116 annual genera! 
meeting of the DCSTs stockholders is 
due in November and if the buyer so 
chose he could register the shares in 
his name at any time till the com* 
pany's books closed shortly before 
the general meeting. 

While looking for a clue to the 
identity' of the i^antom buyer, Bhar¬ 
at Ram stumbled upon a disturbing 

E iece o1 information; Charat Rem 
ad apparently sold I€S,000 DCM 
shares (about two per cent of DCM's 
equity shareil held by a family trust 
which he was managing. Charat 
Ram'i explanation was (hat ha did it 
because the tax confessions on trust 
holdings had been withdrawn in the 
cunent budget. Under normal condi¬ 
tions ihat would have passed un* 
noiiced and even been appreciated 
by family members as an exampla of 
good tax management. Indeed, the 
ahh Ram family had, for years, baen 
selling shares to meet their wealth 
tax obligaiiont. This year the inci¬ 
dence of wealth tax on the family 
was even higher because of a run-up 
in DCM share prices during the 
period ending on 31 March wmch is 
the bench mark for calculating the 
wealth tax obligations. 

On another occasion Bharat Ram 
too might have been tempted to sail 
some shares because of the higher 
share price. For • long time noMdy 
in the market knew about the sales 
made by Charat Ram. The inference; 
the sales were transacted in a single 
lot through a single broker—and, 
obviously, for a single buyer. That 
again was a sign of the buyer being a 
big fish. Whatever Charat Ram‘s 
reasons were for unloading such a 
substantial chunk of shares in the 
market when someone seemed to be 
on a buying spree, it disturbed Bhar. 
at Ram considerably. 

W ith these and quite a few other 
questions bothering him, Bhar¬ 
at Ram finally decided to have a chat 
with R.P. Goenka. He was confidant 
that if R.P. Goenka was after DCM, 
he might be persuaded to pull out. 
Only recently, Goenka had been dis¬ 
suaded from taking over a well man 
aged family est^lishment—Wal- 
chand group’s Premier Automobilet 
Limited, the manufacturer of the 
Fiat cars in India—when he was all 
Ml for the kill. When Goenka wai 
acquiring Ceat Tyres and Kamani 
Engineering, one after another, no¬ 
body bothered very much about 
what he was doing: his targets were 
net doing very well and very few 
investors were inclined to bid for 
them. But when Goenka turned his 
eyes on PAL all the top industrialists 
of the country including the Tatas 
ud tht Birlas stood behind the Wat* 
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The great debate 


MRS INDIRA GANDHI: The pri* 
vate sector thmk$ only of profits. So 
this is what really creates • prob' 
lem. Already we have situations 
where people try to hmit produc* 
(lori iri order to keep up prices. 

PRANAB MUKHERJCE. Finsnce 
minisier: The management must 
enJoy the confidence of their share¬ 
holders. Kinancial institutions will 
support them so long as the man¬ 
agements prove their worth. 



RAJIV GANDHI: Unless our finan- 
ciul institutions are careluU we will 
have foreign agencies, through In¬ 
dians abroad, taking ovef com- 
panie.s which are running well. 

DHIRUBHAI AMBA.NI. Chairmen. 
Rc/jjNce TeKtihs: Takeovers are 
the Uw Ilf corporate democracy. 

B. K. BJRLA, Cbtlirman. Century 
5pmnin^ and Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany: Finenctal institutions should 
not encourage ousting of good man¬ 
agement. 

R. RAMANATKAN, Presidenf. 
Madras Stock Exchange: We do not 
want short-term speculators to be¬ 
nefit at the cost of real investors. 

C. NARAYANASWAMY. Presi- 
deati Sheshdsay^ Group/ Do not 
confu.se public finance institutions 
with public interest. 

M. K. MODI. President. West U.P. 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus¬ 
try: The reason why not many good 
managed companies are coming 
forward to take over sick units is 
that the existing government proce¬ 
dure IS very cumbersome. 

JAHAR SENOUPTA, President, 
Assocham: An absentee-landlord, 
for that is what the non-resident 
Indian in fact is. should certainly 
not be permitted to destabilise 
well-run companies. 

D. C. KOTHARl, indusrrxgilsr. The 
convertibility clause has clearly 
outlived its usefulness. 


RAUNAQ SINGH, former Presi¬ 
dent. Assocham: The kind of free- 
for-all takeover bids where the big 
fish swallows the smaller ones. is. 
however, not normally vrewed with 
favour by our government. 

BHARAT RAM, Chairman. DCM: 
Whoever is planning to take over 
our companies is obviously in¬ 
terested in the power that acquir¬ 
ing the companies will give tto 
him}. 

MANMOHAN SINGH, Governor. 
Reserve Bank of fndia: We shall not 
allow any enterprise in India to 
become a bubble on the whirlpool 
of mtemational speculation. 

M. K. KUMAR. President, Madras 
Chamber of Commerce: Kamily- 
controlled companies sometimes 
hit the snag because of internecine 
quarrels. 

DR D. B. GHOSH. Adviser. Calcutta 
Stock £jtcAange.' Takeovers in In¬ 
dia are irrational in the sense that 
minority non-control ling interests 
are not given a choice to decide 
whether ihey want to stay with the 
new management or not. 

ASHOK JAIN. President, Federa¬ 
tion of Indian Chambers of Com¬ 
merce and Industrv: In India, there 
are no proper guidelines to ensure 
that takeover bids ate not mere 
manipulations in shareholding. 



J. R. D. TATA: I could be next. 


R.P. COENKA, Industrialist: In a 
competition one has to win and 
anotner has to lose. li is my belief 
that the financial institutions. tUl 
today, have been taking a mature 
view- 

L. R. PURI, Executive Director, / K 
Group and Comply Law Ejaort: 

Financial inaticulians have no busi¬ 
ness to enter into secret negoda- 
lioQS, particularly if the manage¬ 
ment is good... 

SUR1N0ER PAUL, CAatrioan, 
Apeejay Group: Every day you see 
half Mge ads in the papers asking 
people to buy shares All we are 
doing is buying shares. 


chands to put pressure on Goenka to 


spare PAL. T^ argument that was 
advanced then was that since PAL 
was doing well under the manage¬ 
ment of the ot^inal promoters, there 
was 00 justification for anybody to 
bid for its control. The message was 
clear; family managed companies 
should be left undisturbed unless 
they had fallen on bad days. By the 
norm thus established. Bharat Ram 
Thought. DCM too was entitled to a 
reprieve. 

On 20 March Bharat Ram invited 
R.P. Goenka to dinner at his resi¬ 
dence. Goenka*s wife and one of his 
sons were also present at the dinner. 
There Goenka clearly cold Bharat 
Ram that he was not bidding for 
DCM He. in fact, was as curious as 
anybody else to find out who the real 
bidder was. Together they scratched 
their heads. Anyone who appeared 
to be a potential buyer was consi¬ 
dered— Nusli Wadia of Bombay 
Dyeing. Dhiiuhhai Ambani of Re¬ 
liance Textiles, the south Indian 
business baron Vitta) Mallya, and a 
host of other names cropped up. 
However, on close scrutiny they con¬ 
cluded (hat none of the important 
Indian businessmen were behind the 
hectic purchases of DCM shares. 
They dismissed the possibility of any 
Indian industrialist playing the mar¬ 
ket on cwii grounds: firstly, none of 
the Indian businessmen would dare 
(0 take on two of the country’s in¬ 
dustrial giants at a single go; second, 
hardly any Indian industrialist had 
that much of spare white money to 
make what was beginning to fook 
like the biggest takeover bid ever 
witnessed in the country. Even by a 
conservative estimate^io make the 
investment a success a staggering 
Rs 10 crores was needed. This was 
beyond the resources of Indian 
businessmen because of the inci¬ 
dence of wealth tax and estate duty: 
the estate duty alone on any assets 
over Rs 20 lakhs is levied at the rate 
of 65 per cent. 

And once they ruled out the Indian 
businessmen from their reckoning 
the only other possibility that Bharat 
Ram and Goenka could think of was 
the non-resident Indians. Many Indi¬ 
an businessmen settled abroad had 
access to large funds; their invest¬ 
ments in fndia attracted less tax and 
they could take over an Indian com- 

n lor virtually peanuts compared 
e cost and efforts involved in 
taking over a company abroad. And 
the first name that came to their 
minds was that of the UK-based 
Indian indus(fialist|Swraj Paul. 

Who else but Swraj Paul could 
have such daring and dexterity? 
Only a person wim a lot of money 
end considerable clout with the pow¬ 
ers that be in India could nave 
ventured skirmishes with two of the 
country’s largest corporate con- 

S omeratei. And Swraj Paul had 
ith. Dubbed as the "takeover king” 
In Britain for raiding a number of 
companies luccesefuTly. the latest 
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b«ioR the Birmingham - bated en* not be more (han 40 per tent of the 
gineering^ company, the Barton total stocks, Recent amendments lo 

C p. which he acquired in just one the law reathci it to just about 20 per 
^ investing C7.9 million in cent for new ventures. Besides, high 
cash, raul’s investment in shares taxes on income, wealth and capital 
during the last couple of months gains make large stockholdir^ un* 
alone is over CU million. And having profitable. So what the industrialists 
tasted blood in his adopted home* nave been doing is to spread their 
land the is a British citisen), coiJd he capital thinly over a targe number of 
stay away from his former country? companies and thus expand their 
But what singled him out from empires, 
other Indian business barons doing As a result, the public financial 
well abroad—the shipping magnate institutions through which most in* 
Ravi Tikkoo. Hong Kon>*basefl mui- vestible funds are channelised to the 
timillionaire Kan Haruela. or the industry, are now the country's big* 
international traders like the Hindu gest shareholders. Those institutions 
jas, the Sethias and the Guptas— together hold over 2S per cent of the 
were his political connections. He shares of almost all the major indust- 
was among the verv few Indian in* rial giants in the country, and in 

dustrialisis who had remained loyal many the holdings excera SO per 

to Mrs Gandhi during her most diffi* cent. The shares have been accumu* 
cult days of the Janata rule. In 1976 laced against their investments in 

he played host to Mrs Gandhi in the jKivate corporate sector since 

Britain and gave her a reception fit the mid<50*s. The financial institu* 

for a queen. Add to this Paurs excel- tions have the option to convert up to 

lent speculative instinct and you 20 per cent of the term loans into 
have a winning combination. equity holding. It is not surprising. 

By the end of March the situation therefore, that total institutional in* 
was rather desperate. On March 31 vestment in corporate shares alone 
DCM shares sold at around Rs 70. stands at a stag^rina Rs 7S0crores. 
Escorts at close to Rs €0. Bv then the with the Unit Trust ol India, the Ufe 
Escorts chairman H.P. Nanda too Insurance Comapany and the Gener* 
had concluded through a process of al Insurance companies holding 
elimination that it had to be Swrai shares worth Rs 600 crores. 

Paul who was buying both his ana So if the Rams and tha Nandas 
(he DCM shares. 5landa, who is dis- were alarmed by a rapid run up in 
tanfly related to the Paul family. DCM end Escorts share prices, they 

called up the eldest of the Paul had even reason to be. Since a large 

brothers, Stya. in Delhi to find out chunk of the shares around 43 per 
what Swraj was up to. Stya denied cent in the case of DCM and around 

having any knowledge of the opera- 54 per cent in the case of Escorts— 

lions of anv of his brothers. were held by the financial institu* 

Neither Bharat Ram nor K. P. (ions, anyone picking up some shares 
Nanda could afford to take the from the market could, with the help 
threat lightly anymore. Like the Shri of the financial institutions, take 
Ram family, the stakes of the Nandas over the companies, 
in Escorts were very thin—just about The takeover of Bombay Burmah 

five per cent of 1,33.77,206 equity Corporation is a case in point. In 
shares. Indeed, most of the large 1960 Nusli Wadi a of Bombay Dyeing 
Indian joint stock companies are bought a block of nine per cent of 
managed by families which own and Boo^y Burmah shares from (he 
control no more than five to ten per previous managers of the company, 
cent of their shares. At any rare, Watapsingh Vissanji and associates, 
according to law, the promoter's or h then took him another two years to 
his family's share in a company can* acquire another six per cent of the 
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shares from the market. But in tha 
next two months. July and August 
1962, Wadia's holding suddenly 
jumped to 27 per cent, ^e reason: 
the Industrial Development Bank of 
India (IDBl). a public financial in* 
stitutioni holding substantial shares 
in the company, decided to shed 
s6me of its shares to Wadia so that 
he could qain control of the com* 

f any. This is not the only example of 
inancial institutions supportin| 
takeover bids. But before Swraj 
Paul's entry into the market the 
Indian industrialists did not realise 
that their control over the companies 
they manage could not continue 
without the support of the financial 
institutions. 

Many read in Swraj Paul's sudden 
raid on two major Indian companies 
a much deeper meaning. They 
reasoned that bv now Mrs Gandhi 
must be reconciled to the idea that 
(he threat of nationalisation would 
not scare or discipline indian indus* 
rrialisti anymore. Besides, the mlpht 
not be very keen on necionalising 
industries wcause of the public sec* 
tor undertikings' poor track record. 
But at the same time she needed a 
Damocles* sword over (he heads of 
Indian industrialists. And^Swraj Paul 
might have been brought in to play 
Babasaheb Bhosale to the Antuiays 
in the industrv. 


N ow. Bharat Ram and H P. Nanda 
started to pull their political 
string^and they had quite a few. 
Bharet Rem's ybui^esi son Vivek 
Bharat Ram and H.R Nanda's elder 
son Rajan Nanda sought their school* 
mate Rajiv Gandhi’s help Together 
and individually the Rams and the 
Nandas made representations to im* 

K rtant politicrens and officials. 

ey went to almost everyone of 
influence in Delhi; finance minister 
Pranab Mukherjee, the PM's princip¬ 
al secretary, r.C. Alexander, the 
secretary in the department of eco¬ 
nomic affairs, M. Karasimham, and 
the chairman of the economic admi¬ 
nistration reforms commission, L.K. 
Jha* They were too willing to calk to 
anyone who cared to listen. At the 
same time they spurred their respec¬ 
tive chambers ot commerce into ac* 
tion—not chat the chambers needed 
any persuasion. 

the executive committee of the 
powerful Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Indus¬ 
tries <FICC1X one of two apex bodies 
of the chambers of commerce in the 
country, which met in Delhi on 1 
April to diacuss matters pertaining 
Co its S6th annual general meeting to 
be held in the capita! on the follow* 
day. spent most of its time discus* 
sing Swraj Paul's takeover bids and 
how to counter them. At about the 
same time, the members of the other 
powerful organisation of the Indian 
induitriililts, the Associated Cham- 
ben of Commerce and Industries 
(Asaocham) alio started exchanging 
views informally among themselves 
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^Swraj Paul’s transactions are illegaP 


VINAY BHARAT RAM tells Sunday 


V»nay Bharat Ram, 45, (ha ekdeslof Or 
Bharat Ram s thraa sons la tha Oaputy 
managmg director of DCM Wi^ a 
Masters in 8usme$$ Administrahon 
from Ann Arbor in Michigan, USA, 
and a PhD from Delhi University, he 
sianad ai the bottom of me ladder m 
I960 he |oir>ed orw of Ihe DCM mils 
as a trainee, cioclor>g m through the 
workers' gate and drawing a monthly 
salary of Rs 750. In Ibet. he took 
charge o1 the rnill arxl only three 
months ago he was promoted to his 
present position In an interview with 
FUNJANA SENGUPTA at his office m 
Delhi, Vinay Bharat Ram defer>ds 
the hereditary control of Indian com* 
panies Ejtcerpis' 

/“% : fat bee. Dr Bharat Ram, is 

V being quoted at saying that he 
does not behert in rbt American* 
type of professionalism where men 
change companies frequently- fiur 
if American and Japanese com* 
panies can perform emciently with~ 
out hereditary control, why can*t 
ive7 

A; It is not true that American 
and Japanese companies are not 
manaaed by famiJy members. $ta* 
listiciUy, a very large number of 
companies ere managed by fami* 
lies. Our own collaborator, Toyota 
of Japan, is managed by the Toyota 
family. 

Q Afr SwraJ Paul has stated that 
it IS rime that Indian companies 
moved from hereditary control to 
financial management. What is 
your comment on rfiis? 

A: This topic has been discussed 
since the rise of capitalism. Mr 
Paul's credentials tto raise (his 
topic ^whether academic or based 
on lifestyle—I really don't know. In 
principle I agree. The consequ¬ 
ences (nf not employing profession¬ 
al management) are apparent from 
the textile industry, which was 
nationalised because of family own¬ 
ership 10 the detriment of ilte in¬ 
terest of the companies. But they 
who manoge on tne basis of apti* 
tudOi talent and competence are as* 
professional as any so-called mana* 
gers. In this company there are only 
six or seven executives <from the 
Shn Ram family) including my 
cousin and myself who have para¬ 
llel responsibilities—that is not 
such a large number. In fact, profes¬ 
sionalism is necessary but not suffi 
cient^to this must be added an 
entrepreneurial instinct. 

Q: Another of Mr Paul's charges 
is that in certem Indian companies, 
even though the percenrtjre of 
shares held by the family is quite 


small, they still exercise torei con* 
trol end tee interests of the other 


jnreres/5 of the other 


shareholders are ignored. 

A*. The public financial insritu* 
tions hold about 40 per cent of DCM 
shares. This (Mr Paul’s charge) 
would imply that they are not in a 
position to take care of their own 
interests. Their directors sit on the 
board to ensure (hat shareholders 
enjoy the benefits of efficient man- 

a emenc I would like to add that 
* Paul hat been quoted in The 
Tefegraph <30 April) as saying that 
(he financial condition of com- 

J anies like this one is shocking. Our 
inanciil condition is excellent as 
reflected in the dividends, and cer¬ 
tainly much more bright when com* 

E »ared to Mr Paul's own companies 
rt India. Before teaching Indian 
businessmen how to manage com¬ 
panies. he should prove his own 
credentials by setting up industries 
in India, esp^ially m the field of 
high technology. 
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V./LKam: ve manage better' 

Q: What is behind the govern- 
men's aerractive ' offer to non¬ 
resident Indians to invest in com¬ 
panies here? 

A: (This is) a ^ndrome of bring¬ 
ing foreign exchange into India 
through Indians settled abroad. It is 
a syndrome because the steps by 
which it should be brought in were 
not thought over very cJearly. 

Q: Do you think Mr Swraj Paul 
bad prior knowledge that these con¬ 
cessions (o non-resident Indians 
were in the offing? 

A: Weil, the purchases of shares 
started well in advance of the bill 
being passed, which makes these 
transactions illegal. 

Q: What percentage of DCM 
shares does Mr Swra) Paul hold 
today? 

A: He claims amund nine per 
ceot, But we don't know as nothing 
has been registered yet. 


Q: Are you going to register these 
shares? 

A; 1 will nol divulge this. 

Q: It is widely believed that dif¬ 
ferences between Dr Charat Ram 
and Dr Bharat Ram existed, and 
this aided Mr Paul's takeover bid. 

A: Such differences are always 
exaggetaied by outsiders. 

Q- Dr Choral Rum offloaded one 
lakh DCM shares on the market 
reselltf.v, necessitoied by the with' 
drawai of tax concessions to the 
trusts that held company shares. 
Bur ho could have waited fill the 
A/avemher expiry date, and avoided 
aggravating the crisis. 

A; 1 have nothing tn <ay on this. 

Q: What measures are you raking 
to stall Mr Paul? Will the govern¬ 
ment’s new ceiling of five per cent 
help? 

A: It will certainly restrict purch¬ 
ases 10 a ceriain limit We are also 
buying shares to roise iiur own 
percentage. 

O; Does the controversial land 
transfer in UP to DCM by the UP 
governmenr have any connection 
with vitur present titiub/es? it is 
said that the land was onned by .Mr 
A. P. 5areen- a relative of Mr R.K. 
Dhawan. 

A: The problem in Ghaziabad is 
between Mr Sareen and the UP 
government. Wv dodi come into the 
picture as we were allotted the land 
by the UP government. 

Q: What arc the long-term im- 

S df cations of this type of investment 
w non-resident indians.^ 

A: As d policy, the country will 
lose 0 considerable amount of fore¬ 
ign exchange. Since the repatria¬ 
tion of foreign exchonge ;$ confined 
nor just to dividends hut also to 
speculative gains which foreign re¬ 
sidents make on the slock market, 
and given the luige amounts of 
money they have, they can make 
huge profits. This is not a produc¬ 
tive use of capital. 

Q:t)o you feel these concessions 
to non-residents are fair? 

A: I totally agree with what Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi said in Parliament, 
that there are two separata yard¬ 
sticks for Indian and non-resident 
Indian businessmen in terms of 
(axarjon and «ther financial be¬ 
nefits. 

Q: Is it true that you, along with 
Afr Rajan Nanda, wrote the speech 
that Mr Rajiv Gandhi made in Par¬ 
liament on 29 April, when he prop¬ 
osed that a two per cent ceiling be 
imposed on invesrmenr by non¬ 
resident Indiana? 

A; (laughsl Nothing of the kind. 







on th« some Quostlon at tho rtquon 
of one of tbeir past preeideati, H.P. 
Nenda. Members of both FICCI and 
the Assochtm were leneraUy agreed 
that if SwreJ Paul coiJd not be 
halted now it might set a trend which 
could spell doom for many a big 
industrialist in the country. If it was 
DCM and Escorts today, it could be 
Talas and Ooankas tomorrow. 

Indeed, the rumours were that 
DCM and Escorts were just appecis* 
ers. Swrai Paul, according to these 
rumours, had actually sat his eyes for 
the main course on the glent corpo¬ 
rate conglomerate of the country— 
the Tatas. One school uf thouahi 
was that this was to take revenge tor 
losing out to the Tatas only recently 
in the battle for the control of the 
Tinplate Corpor«*ion. In that war the 
Tatas, without adding much to their 
original holdinju ousted Swraj Paul's 
elder brother jlt Paul who was hold¬ 
ing substantial shares bought from 
the UK shareholders, simply by mar¬ 
shalling the support of the financial 
mstitiitiims hanmd them. Theoretj* 
cally, the Tat(l^ are as vulnerable as 
DCM or Escorts to any determined 
takeover bid. Since the Tata family 
holdings m most Tata enterprises 
would nut he more than five per cent 
of all the shares. Besides, after 
J.R.D Tata, who has no children, the 
question of who should succeed him 
can np the empire apart Although 
most seasoned observers dismissed 
the conjecture as something of an 
ovcrreoctirin, it bniughi home the 
point thai none of the Indian Indus- 
u iulists—and that includes the Tatas 
and the BirUs—stood on firm 
ground. 

But before the industrialists took 
any decisive step they wanted to 
know for certain that it was Swraj 
Paul who was buying the shares of 
DCM and Escorts. On 2 April. Use 
day the FICCI was holding its annual 
general meeting m Delhi, Swraj Paul 
received the Padma Bhushan from 
President Zail Singh. Swraj Paul was 
among the two foreigners—the other 
being the director-producer of the 
film Gandhi, Ricnard Attenbor* 
oueh—to figure in this year's nation¬ 
al honours list. The same evening. 
R.P, Goenka. presumably as an 
emissary of the Indian industrial¬ 
ists, met Swraj Paul to find out if the 
suspicions were justified. After beat 
ing around the bush for quite a while 
Paul finally confirmed it: yes, he was 
buying the shares. 

Swraj Paul was clearly planning 
his gambit for quite some time. As 
fur buck «is in January some Indian 
industrialists whn met him in 
Switzerland gut the impression that 
he was going to make a hid for some 
Indian companies. They, of course, 
did not know which companies Paul 
had in mind. He chose DCM and 
Escorts as his targets because they 
had large accumulated reserves, fair¬ 
ly Profitable Qparations, the owners’ 
stake was low with a much larger 


sharefa^diag with pubUc fioanclal 
iaatfmtioM and aoat inporrant, the 
families which owned these com¬ 
panies were going through iDtemal 
problems. Just as Bharat Ram and 
Charat Ram did not always see eye 
to eye. two important members of 
the Honda fa^ly, Rajan Nanda 
(H P. Ninda’s son), the president of 
the company, DoUy Nanda (H.P. 
Naoda’s lister'in-law), do not mix 
even socially. 

Whatihowevefiintrifued Indian in* 
dustrialists most was that Swraj Paul 
started buying DCM and Escorts 
shares long beiore the union budget 
was presented. Without the kind of 
incentives offered in the budget his 
operations would have been unpro 
fitable. Whether he had an^ advance 
indication of what was coming of not. 
he appears to have gained from the 
budget proposals, the tax conces¬ 
sions offered, made India a virtual 
tax haven for non-resident investors. 
The total incidence of income tax 
and wealth tax on income derived 
frum such investments in India was 
put at 22.S per cent as against more 
(hail per cent on a comparable 
level of income for local investors 
The budget proposals also did not 
make any distinct lOii between non- 
resiileni Indians holding Indian pass 
ports and non-residents holding fore¬ 
ign cititenship: both categories of 
non-residents w'ere welcome It anv 
distjocrion had been made then 
Swrai Paul, being u British citizen, 
could not have entered the lndi«in 
market. Moreover, the budget piop 
osal» permitted shate investmenr bv 
overseas companies in which non¬ 
resident Indians had at leasi 60 pei 
cent of the shares. Very few non 
resident Indians, including the tich 
est. have that kind of shareholding in 
anv company abroad; Paul has 

B v IS April, the Indian owners 
began their counter-offensive. 
Bharat Ram started buying back 
DCM shares from the market at the 
new higher ruling pi ice. DCM shares 
touched a Muk of Rs gUon 2 May. Bv 
that time Bharat Ram had picked up 
around 7(X},000 shares using the sur 
plus funds from a holding compunv 
m Madras: Swraj Paul's estimated 
tally of shares was S.tHl.WiO. In 
Escorts. Nanda called a board meet¬ 
ing in Delhi on Apri^’here 2S.(XW 
share transfers to what was de¬ 
scribed as "genuine shareholdojs" 
were approved. .Since the Nandas did 
not have the kind uf surplus fur^ds 
that DCM could mohilise. thev 
offered more liberal credit facilities 
to their discribuior* and ancillary 
roduct suppliers who bought 
scoris shares frum the marker. The 
Nandas also withdrew Escorts shares 
from the forward list and placed 
(hem under the cash list. The differ 
ence between the two is (ha\ whi|g 
delivery of the shares in the forward 
list can be delayed for 14 days, those 
under the cash list have to be trans¬ 
ected within three days from the dev 


of purchase. In that way the Nandai 
wasted to keep a track on trading in 
their shares. But the big guns were 
held back till Swraj Paul, from his 
London headquarrers. while justify- 
ing his purchases attacked with con¬ 
siderable force of logic the concept 
of dynastic management of a com¬ 
pany. Following tnis. the PlCCl ex¬ 
ecutive committee met in fiombav on 
IS April in full strength and the only 
thing it discussed tor three hours 
was: how to stop Swraj Paul. Then, in 
a rare show of togetnernesv almost 
all the lop industrialists of the coun¬ 
try gathered m New Delhi to place 
their case before the Prime Minister. 
But surprisingly Mrs Gandhi did not 
have the lime to give such a disting¬ 
uished and p«iwerful group a hear¬ 
ing So im 20 April a delegation of 
induvtrial herons which included 
men like J.R.D Tula. N.A. Palkhiva- 
U. A.K Jam, Bharat Ram. H P. Nan¬ 
da. K.N. Modi. Hari Shanker Singha- 
nia, L M- Thapar and K.C. Mahindra 
called on finance minister Pranab 
Mukherjee to express their fears. 
Meanwhile, all kinds of rumours had 
flooded the market There were re¬ 
ports (hat Swraj Paul was buying 
shares on instructions frum one or 
the highest aurhonties m the coun¬ 
try (Mrs Gandhi excluded). Then 
there were rumours that he had set 
apart CIO million to finance his 
takeover bids. His brother Surnnder 
Paul was quoted as saying that Swraj 
Paul was planning to takeover eight 
or nine Indian companies. 

Indian induiirialisrs weie shaken. 
Suddenly they discovered the 
"evils" of investments by noii- 
lesidenis in Indian companies, con- 
vementlv forgetting that it was they 
who had been ^Inmuuiing for lilwr 
alisatiun of the not ms governing non- 
(osiilt-ni mvestments. Some of ihein 
had even pleaded for waiving thy 
wealth tax on such investments. Till 
.Swraj Paul entered the market such 
investments were welcome bn the 
simple leaMin that tins would have 
given (hem access to tunds foi ex¬ 
panding iheiv holdings despite a 
tight money post lion in the country. 
Apart from this obvious economic 
reason there was another, a moie 
covert une. The investments could be 
a conduit for converting black 
money into white. A memorandum 
circulated by DCM and Escorts 
claims "Black money whether ema¬ 
nating fjxitn under invaicmg ui other¬ 
wise could flow back into India 
under the guise of n<in-resident in¬ 
vest men t..." That touches precisely 
the heart of the matter. Laundering 
black money into white in the coun- 
try not oiilv involves a massive and 
complicated operation, hui the in¬ 
come generated from such invest¬ 
ments ts heavily taxed—to the extent 
uf about 67 per cent—when the in¬ 
come IS substantial. It is far less 
expensive to launder tho black 
money thru ugh non-resident invest¬ 
ments. A doiw in India now sells ut 
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*We are too honest’ 


Har Parshad NariCa. ihe 6S*year'0id 
carman of Escorts (Indian Ltd. has 
heen figtitiog a grim baltia 1 o retain his 
family s coni rot over the company 
which he has built up from scratch to 
the tenth largest inckJSlnal concern in 
the county. A science graduate. Mr 
Nanda is also on the board of directors 
of a number of companies incHidir>g 
Thompson Press (India] Ltd. Shar* 
pedge Ltd and Lintas He spoke io 
Sunday in his plush office m Con* 
naught Place, Delhi Excerpts 

0 . What is behind the govem> 
mene's attractive offer to non- 
resident Indians to invest tn this 
country^ When did this first cone 
up? 

A' This whole excercise began at 
the UK India seminar in June 19S2 
held in London at the Confedera* 
cion of British Industries. The non* 
resident Indian businessmen prop* 
osed that since the British industry 
was then in recession* they could 
acquire sophisticated technology 
and set up new investments in India 
and create new industries in the 
country. They were prepared to 
invest their funds* knowledge and 
contacts in these new ventures. 
They stipulated, however, that 
their investment should be free of 
wealth tax, capital gains tax and 
that the total tax impact should not 
be more than 20 per cent. This was 
agreed to and we all thought it was 
an excellent gesture and we all 
supported it. fne professionals, on 
the other hand, said they would like 
to invest in good companies in 
which Indian public financial in* 
scitutiuns had heavy investments— 
there are about 300 such com* 

e antes. At that time, investments 
y non*re8ideni Indians in such 
companies were limited to one per 
cent with a maximum ceiling of one 
lakh per individual. So they re¬ 
quests the government to remove 
this ceiling. This was agreed to, 
along with other concessions. Mr 
L.K. Jha himself drafted the prop¬ 
osal on hU return to India. Not one 
of us at that time thought that this 
could be abused. As Mr Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi said the ocher day. **They (the 
non-rasidenc Indians) are our 
brothers and if they want to put 
their foreign exchange in this coun* 
try, they are welcome.** These 
businessmen-^! call them the 
nomads of India—have avoided the 

taxation of any country for 20 

years, chat is how they have amas¬ 
sed so much wealth. 

Qi When did you first reaJise 
what was happening? 

A; When m the first week of 
April, my shares started going up, I 
went to (he finance minister, and 
said, '*Look here, this non-resident 
money Is coming in.** Nobody be¬ 
lieved it till Swraj Paul said in an 


H.P. NANDA tells Sunday 



H P Nunrtx ireuhW times _ 

interview to the Indian press. ‘Yes, 
I am acquiring the shares of [>e]hi 
Cloth Mills tiSCM) and Escorts.* 
What percentage of Bscorfs 
share is he/d by Mr Swraj Paul 
today? 

A: Not a single one at present. He 
IS acquiring them but no share has 
>vi been registered. He has 
pumped m, through his company 
Caparo, a total amount of Rs 11 
crores, according to a newspaper 
report. But I challenge him to buy 
the shares at any value fmm those 
shareholders who have been associ* 
ated with the company (Escorts) for 
20 years. They swear ^ me If these 
people ever come to me saying that 
they have to sell shares for some 
reason, 1 will be their buyer. We are 
not going to permit him to buy a 
single share in this company. 

9' What are the /ong-tenn im- 

S /ications of this type of investment 
y non resident Indians for this 
county? 

A: The government should real¬ 
ise that it 1 $ unadvisable to allow 
companies controlled by non¬ 
resident Indians from abroad to 
come in this way. These companies 
may later be acquired by multina¬ 
tional corporations, or some FERA 
companies or even be a channel for 
CIA or OPEC money. With com- 

e anies abroad registered in the 
ahamas, Switzerland or Malta, the 

f .overnment will have no means to 
ind out the ownership. 

Q: Do you suspect any collusion 
between the govemmeot and Mr 
Swraj Paul io formulating thit in¬ 
vestment policy? Mr Paul is after 
aJi a close friend of Mrs Gandhi. 

A; Obviously nut. He thought that 
having been such a benefactor of 
Mrs Gandhi and having been 
awarded Padma Bhushan and hav¬ 
ing funded the UK-Indiu seminar, 
he was assured of her support, 
Obviously mn. Because otherwise 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi would not have 


made a staiement spelling uui the 
danger of such a thing. Nor would 
Mr Pi an a b Mukherjee have said 
that he had given categorical in* 
structions tu the financial institu¬ 
tions that they must support man¬ 
agements which have a good re* 
cord. 

Q: Then you do not anticipate the 
eventuality of the financia! iosritu- 
rions supporting Mr Paul’s 
Aommees on the Escorts board? 

A: According to their present 
iastruciiofts, they will not. 

Q: Why did Swraj Paul decide to 
buy the shares of Escorts, DCM and 
Swadesh Po/yteM? 

Ar He thought these were com* 
panies with a very low equity hold* 
mg by the owners. Then, the assets 
of Escorts will, by 19S3*84 be Rs 200 
crores. The sales turnover is Rs 240 
crores. The company is expand¬ 
ing—he obviously thought it was 
ready made for him. 

0- Mr Swraj Pau/ has claimed 
that Indian companies are managed 
in a very 'feudal' wav, saying rnar 
there should be a distinction be* 
(ween owners and managers. 
Would you like to comment? 

A: Apeejay is managed by the 
Paul family. Jt is not that J can 
appoint my sons on the board of 
EKorts—it has to have the approv¬ 
al of all the shareholders ana the 
directors nominated by (he finan** 
cial institutions. I am the managing 
director and I have three joint 
managing directors, two of whom 
are ray sons. The third is Mr Hazar- 
ika, a professional, who is no rela¬ 
tive of mine. He has been in the 
company for 32 years. The directors 
on my board are there because of 
their merit. (Field Marshal) Man- 
ekshaw, Mr K B. Lai (former de* 
fence secretary), Mr S. Ranga- 
nathan (former Auditor-General) 
and others on the board are disting¬ 
uished men. 

Q: Why were these takeover bids 
by non-residenf in Jiang nor fore¬ 
seen by the government? Do you 
(iiinJt the rules were Jeiiberarefy 
formuJared to oblige some people 
or was it simply a loophoie that was 
overlooked? 

A: (It was not foreseen because) 
We are too honest operators in this 
country. So is our government. 
They have levied all sorts of taxes 
on us (resident Indians), so we 
thought that maybe these people 
(nod*resid«ot Indian businessmen) 
will come and help us. 

Q: Bur your personal view is that 
there was do Elusion between Mr 
Paul and the govemme/it. 

A: Well the ^tisb press is saying 
so. and so are aooe sections or the 
Indian press. 

O.* AoJ your view? 

A: I have DO personal knowledge. 

1 can*( say. 


40 






iTfirMnlttm of about per cetiior aa 
Pick up the dollars i ur pounds} with 
your black money, gee it eransfeired 
to a numbered account in Zurich or 
Geneva lit is far easier than you 
think I. and draw from it whenever 
necessary through frontmen lined up 
abroad and the result: happiness. Bv 
bringing in the money thus.con* 
verted as non-resident investment, 
you save both in the cost of launder¬ 
ing and the taxes on income gener¬ 
ated by it. What is more, you can 
repatriate the income. That means 
you no>s' have substantial white 
money in foreign currency, of course 
in the name of your frontmen 
abroad. The money thus accumu¬ 
lated is known tr> have been used to 

K urchasa shares of Indian companies 
eld by foreigners. 

However, having met their match 
in Swraj Paul the Indian industrial¬ 
ists started crying wolf. Although 
much of their noise was against sub¬ 
stantial single investments by non¬ 
residents, what the industrialists 
were really afraid ofwastheclout of 
the financial institutions. Till now 
(hey had taken forgranted that the 
financial institutions would always 
be on the side of the families manag¬ 
ing a Company with minority shares. 
What the Indian industrialists 
wanted was to be reassured that the 
financial institutions would not use 
their power through their substan¬ 
tial shareholding to dump the fami¬ 
lies who own the industrial houses 
with minority shares As in pnlirics 
so in business, ewrv cause need.s its 
iustificdtion. Swra.i Paul gave that 
iusiificaihm to the Indian industrial- 
lsts»jnd moiv. By projecting them¬ 
selves as underdogs and presenting 
the '‘grim" picture of a foreigner 
trying to disinvvst old and venerable 
industrialists from their proud p<»s- 
sessions which they had built up over 
the years through great enterprise, 
the industrialists clearly hoped to 
gain coiiNiderahle public sympathy 
in the country. And they, in fact, did 
get rhat sympathy, 

T he industrialists pursued their 
campaign through all available 
forum asking the government lu de¬ 
franchise non resident shareholders 
and impose a ceiling of two per cent 


on tbeie share boldCbA with a com* 
pany. Pressures were milt up from 
every quarter. But apart from assur¬ 
ing them that the Koveriinient was 
against distuibing (he status quo in 
well managed companies, finance 
minister Pranab Mukherjee gave no 
indication that the government 
wanted Swraj Paul to hold his pun¬ 
ches. Only after some nasty rumours 
involving the Prime Minister and her 
family had started ciiculatiiig in the 
capital did the government appear to 
be in a mood to relent. 

There were suggestions rhat the 
money which was coming into India 
was a part of political pay offs 
accumulated over the years in fore 

S n banks and was now being laun- 
^red. Some thought that with the 
next general election due in another 
year. Mrs Gandhi deliberately 
wanted lo pul a scare into the indus¬ 
trialists—a major source of election 
funds-^ that they coniribuied even 
more liberally to her party this time. 
Even such absurd propositions, like 
the one which said that Swraj Paul's 
DCM takeover bid was a manifesta¬ 
tion of a war bv proxy between Rajiv 
Gandhi and the PM's special assis¬ 
tant R.K Dhawan. gamed currency 
Tlie speculation was based on a slen 
dor evidence: Rajiv Gandhi had stu¬ 
died with the sons of both Bharat 
Ram and H.P, Nanda and therefore, 
it was assumed that he supported the 
present managements of Escorts and 
bCM. and since DCM was fighting a 
case against one of Dhawan's r^a- 
tives over some property disputes, 
Dhawan. Jt was thought,was on Swraj 
Paul’s side. A run Nehru’s name was 
also, inevitably when it comes to 
money, dragged in. 

The government and especiallv 
Mrs Gandhi could hardly afford suen 
rumours. Now. enter, formally. Rajiv 
Gandhi. In one of his rare speeches 
in Parliament, the MP from Amethi 
told the House on 29 April rhat he 
wanted a ceiling of two per cent of 
the shares imposed on non-resident 
holdings in an Indian company. 
Although finance minister Pranab 
Mukherjee had told BJP leader Atal 
Behari Vajpayee on 27 April that the 
government might think of some¬ 
thing to protect the interests of Indi¬ 
an industrialists he did not give any 
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Pt-v^iraiulu (1/ at ftCCi anntra) meetinp m Delhi: party is nrer * 





clue to the ginwRlheflf^ timijfg 
when he presented the Finance Dill 
un (he following day to put ihe 
budget proposals into effect. II The 
government was thinking of mod¬ 
ifying (he budget propusaJs regard¬ 
ing non resident investments the Fi¬ 
nance Bill did nut reflect it. But after 
Rajiv Gandhi had his 

views, the finance minister did tell 
Parliament on 2 May of the goveiii- 
mem's decision to res(rii:t aggregate 
non resident holdings in anv one 
Indian company to a maximum uf 
five per cent of total paid up uqiiiiv 
shares of that company. That cleai Iv 
was a sop. For a close scrutiny of lu^ 
Matemeni would show that even tlii» 
restriction could be circumvented 
with the permission of the Rc^ei’vo 
Bank of India Besides, wliai could 

E revent a non-resident, holding even 
ive per cent of the shares, frunr 
taking over a company with the 
backing of the financial instiruiions? 
And why was the ceiling fixed at five 
per cent? The marker men's gue»% 
was that Swraj Paul had alivudy 
accumulated that much of shares if 
not more. However, Mukherjvc's 
statement accomplished whai it 
wanted to: it effectively lulled the 
public debate on the subject. 

Swraj Paul was thus halted, at 
least for the moment, not bt^ause ol 
noises made by the industriali^iis or 
because of their political contacts. 
The government had to revise its 
decision regarding non-resident in¬ 
vest men I $ for the same reason thut 
the Bihar Press Bill could not bv 
pushed through. It had to respond to 
public reaction. Had Swraj Hind 
chosen a company other than DCM 
he would have possibly succeeded. 
But DCM ts much more than an 
industrial organlsatiun^ii is a kind 
of an institution in Delhi which 
either directly or indirectly provides 
bread to one out of every live per¬ 
sons in the capital. It is (he excellent 
image of the company and its found¬ 
ing father. Lala Shri Ram, which 
really offered DCM a temporary re 
prieve. One positive proof is that 
although Swraj Paul was buying the 
shares of both DCM and Esunis 
simultaneously, mo.'^t of the noise 
was over the purchase of DCM 
shares. H.P. Nanda survived by asMi- 
ciation. 

The war, however, is fav no means 
over. The next roumd wiQ he fought 
over the registration of the sbaicd. 
The present board of DCM and 
Escorts will certainly refuse to regis¬ 
ter them. That leaves Swraj Paul 

with only one option: tn taka the 

battle to (he court. Of course, hv can 
sign a truce with the Rams and the 
Nandas by selling back the shares lie 
had bou^t at the ruling market 
price or at any other negouated 

t rice and make a tidy packer for 
imself. But that does not Wk likely 
at (he moment, and with Swraj Paul 
now going after new targetthis 
time in Bombay—the battle is going 
(o be a long one. The outcome is still 
anvhnriv’s eue« 


*1 have sowed the 
seeds of a revolution’ 

Expotriote busine$$mon SWRAJ PAUL fells Sunday 


M r Swr^ P^ul, S2, chsirman of the CspMro group, UK 
and Caparo mdustrhs, today prasidas over an 
industrial ampira which includas tan privata companias, 
two puhUc-lhtad companias and 22 prtnciMl opararing 
subsidiaries accounting for a turnover of fiod miWon 
annuulJy. in addition, he has stakes in five major 
companies and has racentiy taken over the Barton 
group, a Btrmingham-bastfd tubing, industrial sanicas 
and enainaerina group. 

TUitv of the tour brothers of the Apeejay family, Mr 
Paul's business success in the United kingdom has been 
meteoric. An engineering graduate and postg^duete 
from Massachusetts institute o( Technology (MiTt, USA 
in Mr Pent joined the family steel business in 
Calcutta, He went to England in 19S6 to join hts younger 
daughter Suiara who wa$ suffering from leukaemia. It 
tvef nut until 1969 that he started his business ventures 
III the United Kingdom after his ailing daughter died It 
was, he says, the start of a new life, as he had come to 
England under unfortunate circumstances and was, 
therefore, eager to make a 
complete break with the 

ptlsl. 

The foundation stone of 
the Caparo empire was laid 
with an initial borrowing of 
f^,000 with which Paui 
started Steel (sales) Li¬ 
mited, a trading company. 

Natural Cas Tubes, a rlol¬ 
ling company leased to him 
their manufacturing of spir¬ 
al-wvided steel tubes at 
Huntingdon, near Oxford. 

Trading was no doubt a 
far cry from engineering, 

But engineering eventually 
adds up tv financa, manage¬ 
ment and getting on well 
with people, something Mr 
Paul adds with a smile, he is 

P"' Swnj PmvI mrb Ptwc more /nA.i. 

sene. Mr Paul took ovgr * __ 

I he N,ituritl Cas Tubes in 1970 and then in 1973-74 
Paul worked out plans for setting up another welded 
steel tube miJI at Tredegar, a deve/opment area in South 
Wales. There were teethir^ problems bur 6usjnes he 
feels runs in hrs veins. And this, along with three other 
ingredienta-^luck, hard work and Cod’s grece^led to 
success. The department of industries heiped him with a 
loan, the Wales l>ev«iopinei)r Area with cash grants, and 
with borrowings from the European Steel and Coal 
Community along with a little money from his own 
business he the necessary funds to form the 

nucleus of Caparo industries —rhe p/anr which was set 
up in 1977 with a capital outlay of £ 5 miltiOB and with an 
installed rapeciry of produem^ 1,00,000 tonnes e year. 

Meanwhile, Mr Paul had set up Seymour Shippinf 
Limited, a small firm of ship managers end brokers in 
1973. and Atlantic Merchants £jmir«d. St was noc uniO 
1977 r/iar Ae went into real estate and into rAe **avan 
more interesting Held of acquiring companies." Study¬ 
ing cofflpaniaa, Tie discovered, he says, chat tome >vere 


sJeepy, some needed a Jirtle shake-*iip in management 
while some me;>eeemenri ivere iusr tired of maneBioa 


while some managements were just ured of managing 
then concenif. There were plenty of opportunities for 
Swraj Paul to step up his activities, for in the United 
Kingdom takeover battles are fought in u gentlemanly 
fashion with everybody wanting rne best deal for the 
shareholder. So was born Caparo—the name originating 
from the first two initials of his partner-director, Mr A. J. 
Cavendish. Mr Swraj Paul himself and fhe/r ioheifor, Afr 
Rothschild.Under the new benner.Caparo /nvestmenrt 
and Caparo Properties came into being, while he took 
over Empire Plantations and Investments Limited in 
1978 for £ S million, Singlo Holdings Limited in 1979 for 
C2.S million, Osborne, Hotel Torquay Limited ru 1978 
and Assam Frontier Holding Private Limited Compenv 
for €4.5 million in 1982. ‘'Alt these companies which 
Have come under my umbrella are much happier, says 
Mr Paul today. '‘We acquire companies, ginger them up. 
and keep the same management but see it that rhrt 
/vncfioit better. “ It is always ea.ver. he adds, to acquire a 

I compa;jy than to build one 
I from scratch. Everv 



management gets tired, 
runs out of ideas a« nobody 
can guide a company tor an 
{ indefinite period of time. 
' Companies need a change, 
as for instance* DChl. 
Escorts and this, he insists, 
includes Caparo, too. IVhat 
everyone has to accept is 
that a .lituarion may come 
when either the manager or 
the management steps 
aside, or it otherwise 
pushed a.side by someone 
else. What is rarely realised 
is that companies cannot 
depend on the whims of one 
individual or family to look 
after the interests either of 
s: more Indian the worker or the em- 

■ ’ ■* ployce>. 

Mr Paul certainly is not in the least afraid o//;sh/n^ in 
the troubled heartland of industry and taking big risks. 
Caparo is, in fact, one of the more a^resaive predatory 
companies in the British stock exchange. In November 
last year, Caparo Industries, in which Caparo group has 
a 75 per cent stake bought Karlock, a company manufac¬ 
turing forklifts^ for £4.000,000. This was followed in 
January this year by the purchase of Ralph and Co. a 
Birmingham.hesed private steel sfrtrkholoing company 
for £2,50,000. and in February, E. Austin, the Heraora- 
shire forklift makers rununin^t a Joss of £2.5 miih'on. 
The prohiem, says Mr Paul, is that in India this whole 
concept of acquisition has been given a bad name as the 
cojDpeniet concerned are afraid to face themselves and 
the facta of U/e. In fact, the first time, according to him, 
that he has faced problems in raArin^ over a company as 
an Indiap was over his afforta to take over DCM and 
Escorts. 8EETHA UNNINAYAR talkad to Mr Swraj 
Paul, at his London haadquartars n Had out what ha is 
up to. Esteerptt: 





why do you think you 

m I # ha^e attracted so 

M m mui’A coflfrav'^rxv ot 

# UteJ 

A: 1 really wish 1 
knew. \ juvt don't have an explana¬ 
tion for it... 

O; How do you react to it? 

A; It is nut a question of reacting 
TO these things. You have tu accept 
them ds they come. Controverty is 
always partly a result of ignorance, 
partly jealousv. partly distance... 

Q: Do you thinic Indian /xidusr/iai- 
isrs are iftnvratit and jealous of your 
success nrre.’ 

A: 1 did not say that. 

Q: But you saio controvcisv is a 
result of ignorance and Jealousy... 

A: No. There is a controversy 
which has been there for the last few 
years and which has nothing to do 
with the recent controversy. The 
controversy earlier has been on the 
pohttcal side. 

Ikhy do you think you were 
controvcrsia/ on the poiitieal side^ 

A* I think 1 was, perhaps, one of 
the rare animals who decided that 
you have got to stand for your princi* 
pics much more than just changing 
sides to suit conditions. The fact that 
[ stcH)d by Mrs Oandhi during the 
time when she was out of the govern¬ 
ment was something strange to the 
Indian public generally and more so 
to the Indian business community. 
They feel that f was craey to do these 
things. It was madness. The feeling 
among the business community was 
that a businessman should not take 
the kind of view 1 had taken. They 
used to tell me so. 

0: Why? Because they feel that 
businessmen should not interfere in 
politics? 

A: No. they do interfere in Indian 
politics. But they do follow the rising 
sun instead of having some princi¬ 
ples. This is not my ooinion. Even the 
British newspapers nave said so at 
least two to three .times in the past. 

Q: is your suppoti of Mrs ftandhi 
entitely emotional? 

A: No, It is not emotional alone, f 
very definitely believe that she is a 
great leader and also what is mure 
unknown about Mrs Gandhi is chat 
she is a great human being. Her 
human side is far more greater than 
even her being the Prime Minister. It 
<9 unfortunat^y a side that no Indian 
ournalist or even foreign journalists 
ave tried to bring out. It is very 
difficult for people to know that 
because she is a very private person. 
They think she is a very hard person 
which she is not. She is a very strong 

human being. 

Q: Do you think she is good for the 
country? 

A: J think she is marvellous for the 
country and I think she is the best 
for the eountry. 

O: Despite the chaos now? 

A: First of all we have to be really 
clear in our minds whether we be¬ 
lieve in dioiKracy. Dissidence or a 
little diinirbance is nothing un- 


The Emergency (in India) 
was declared 
democratically and under 
the Constitution. 


i' 


known. The very fact that people aie 
able to vent their feelings and show 
their anger is port of democracy. 
There are problems in Hneland 
There are problems in the Cfnited 
Stares. The British have not been 
able to sort out the Non hern Ireland 
problem. Is ihe Assam problem any 
bigger than theNonhern Ireland 
issue? Is the Punjab problem anv 
bigger? But the very fact that it 
happens in Indie, makes the media 
take it up as if the end of the world 
has come. These are normal prob¬ 
lems of a democratic system and the 
fact that they exist shows that there 
is democracy, 

V- Oo you think Mrs Gandhi be- 
lievea in democracy? 

A: Oh. very strongly. 

Q: IVbar about the 1975 
Emergency? 

A: I would rather entrust democra¬ 
cy with her in India than with any¬ 
body else. 1 do not understand what 
was wrong with the Emergency. The 
word got maligned at that t ime, as an 
aura got buiir up that M>meihing 
wrong had happened and the opposi¬ 
tion and people outside made use of 
it. The Emergency was declared 
when It was genuinely felt that iheie 
« internally 


were forces 


and outside 


who were trying to disrupt a political 
system Emergency was declared 
democratically and under the Con¬ 
stitution. The only wrong thing was 
that certain abuses tuck place which 
nobody wants to defend. Thev took 
place as a lot of little men who gi>t 
powers beyond their ability to use. 
abused those powers. Don^ forget it 
was Mrs Gandhi who declared the 
Emergency and who lifted it. who 
declared elections, lost it and who 
handed over the government in a 
very democratic fashion to the gov¬ 
ernment which was elected. 

Q: Why do you think she surrounds 
herself with little people? With peo- 
p/e like Antotays, Giigdu Raos. 
Jagannath Mishras? 

A: These people are elected by the 
voters. It is a price for democracy 
you must pay. You can only select 
out of (hove the voters elect. We 
have Mrs Gandhi who is one of the 
most outstanding persons not only in 
India but iritemationally. Tliere is 
not another person in tlie Congre&s 
parly or in opposition who is m 
patch on her. So if you look for a 
number iwu man, you unfortunately 


I am not a politician, I 
dislike politics. l' 
admire politicians^ 
well, some of them. 


start on a very low level, So the 
wrong people come (to power) or 
some people go wiuog once power 
gets into their hands And unless 
they are tried it is very difficult to 
judge, 

Q: You say theie is no one who is a 
parch on her. ^I'hrft /sjoui opiiinm of 
Rajiv (landhi? 

A; Rajiv Gandhi has the material 
for being a leader, but it will take 
lime. He came Into politics only 
cme-and-a-half years ago. 

Q: What ehiiut Ataneka Cundhi? 

A: Maneka Gandhi has shown tio 
poliiical acumen yet So let us see. 

Q: Do vuu think Rajiv Handhi has 
shoivn more atunieu rhun her? 

A: 1 definitely think so. 

Or KViut IS your opinion of Indian 
pohrtcian^ and the state of politics in 
the I'ountiy lodiiv? 

A' I am really the wrong person to 
commeiii. Somehow the media in 
India tliMikx that I have Homethiiig to 
du with politico. 

But if you think Mrs Gandhi is 
the right leader, you must hove some 
opinion uJi rhp/esf of the pnliiicians. 

A: I am not a politician. I dislike 
politics. 1 admire politicians-»weil 
some of them. 1 do meet politicians 
and I do not see the same acumen m 
them, the same desire to do things 
for the cuiintrv and the .same guMo 
that I see in Mi’s Gandhi. 

J . Talkina about Mis Oaiidhi, hmv 
yi»v meet her and how do you 
manage to maiinaiii a very tare 
frienifship with her. as she is in India 
and Miu are in Aorre/oo’ 

A: It is not a friendship, li is more 
of admiration. As a child 1 was a 
great admirer of Mahatma Gandhi 
and the Nehru fumily. On .iccount of 
the fteeilom pinvomcnr. my familv 
named me Swrei because i>f the 
ficedom imivement. Swraj was the 
Congress Party's slogun. Then stime- 
thing very personal happened. I 
came to this country in 19hh when 1 
brought my daughter here fur (real- 
ment. She was suffering from 
leukaemia. Wu wanted our inher 
children to visit her. We knew that 
they would never see tins girl again 
as it was a losing haiile hut the 
government of India rules did not 
permit their coming, as at that time 
you could not even buy a ticket 
without the government of India'^ 
permission. My hj caking my head 
did not produce any results. So 1 
wrote a letter to Mrs Gandhi f wrote 
til her as a Prime Minister and as a 
mother and suie enough in a week’s 
time the government of India 
machinery moved and these children 
got j><*rn\issinn lo come. I thought 
that was a great act <if a human 
being. It was admiration at first 
sight. 

My daughter died and I decided to 
quit work altogether. Thai was why I 
stayed on in tnis country. After ab¬ 
out a year and e half I starred work 
and in 1971 when the Bangladesh 
war started I found that the media in 
the West was trying to criticise her 
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•ctiont in BaRgl4d«9h, which was 
absolutely wrong* So partly out ol 
nationalism and partly due to tbe 
debt I owed Mrs Gandhi 1 thought 1 
must respond and stand up to see 
chat her position was clarified, t 
wrote letters to editors, to members 
of Parliament and beads of states, 
clarifying that she is right... I met her 
subseouently. But this is how it 
start eo 

Q: Coming back to the prtitnt 
controversy, why do you th/nJt it 
started^ Why do you rhinfr rhere has 
been, os you ssy. a smear campargn 
against you? 

A: I do not want to react to smear 
campaigns but to what is factual, the 
facts are that the government of 
India decided last year on a policy— 
(hat because of their foreign ex* 
change position and the need to earn 
it they would invite Indians living 
abroad to invest in India A lot of 
ministers and civil servants from 
India came here and there were a lot 
of discussions none of which I 
attended. 

The federations and various cham* 
burs of commerce in India have 
themselves been trying to persuade 
the Indian government to liberalise 
policy, in inis respect. I have been 
also loJd by various people: look why 
don'r you invest in India? You must 
also respond to the call. 1 was trying 
to respond to a spirit of nationalism, 
and I bought some shares of some 
companies to act more es f catalyst 
for other Indians to join in. 

Q ; Oo you think it was neeesiory 
for helJ 10 break loose? 
a: It would have broken loose. The 
question was not whether Swri) Paul 
bought shares or some other over* 
seas Indian bought shares. The ques* 
tion is: Here you sit on vast amounts 
of assets with very little money of 
your own and nobody to Question it 
and you find (hat sumebody is likely 
to come who will question you. The 
best wav cu safeguard interests is to 
cry vp^ir and try to kill the situation. 
In their position 1 would do the 
same... 

Q: You would, if anyone tried to 
take over Caparo for instance... 

A; 1 am saying what I would do in 
India. I would not do it here. The 
reason being that you cannot run 
companies in UK in the fashion these 
companies are being run in India. 
Here the laws are very different. The 
stock exchange requirements are 
very different You cannot work with 
the public or the shareholders* funds 
as ir they belong to you. The direc* 
tors here must Irvk after the in* 
terests of the shareholders, not juft 
their own shares. I will give you an 
example: one of the company chair¬ 
men made a statement that he would 
buy his companies* sheres at any 
price in India. 

Q: The chairman you are referring 

to is... 

A: Mr Nanda of Escorts. The Bher* 
at Ram family has bought some 

44 


ahares too. You do that in this 
cottorry. You cooaot buy shares with* 
out first advising the shareholder. 

1 will give you another example. 
There is a company we made a bid 
for on 12 April—the Barton group. 
Sometime bMk, after discussions we 
came to tbe condusioo that the com* 
pany was worth ten and a half mil* 
lion pounds instead of tbe eight 
million we had bid for. We im* 
mediately had to make a statement 
in the press that the price per share 
would be 42V^ p instead of 33 p 
which we initially bid for. In the 
Indian system 1 cuuld have gone 
straifKi to the market and grabbed 
the shares for 3S p and made a profit 
of p. We cannot do that here. No 
shareholder can be cheated just be¬ 
cause I have more information about 
the company. 

Q: But if you were in Indie and in 
Dr Bharat Jtam’s or Mr Nanda*s posi 
tion, what would you do? 

A: i would certainly defend that 
bid and say that with our perform¬ 
ance the shareholders would be bet¬ 
ter off staying with us. 1 would 
certainly not call the bidder all sons 
of names. You don’t do a business 
deal by running to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter or the finance minister saying 
that such people should be slopped. 
A shareholder's company must be 
treated as one for ihe shareholder 
and no shareholder should be tre¬ 
ated with contempt. 

Q: Do you think that is happening 
now...rhar you are being treat^ with 
contempt... 

A: 1 am a shareholder today. Why 
should they say all that? 

Q: What do you propose doing 
about Jt? 

A: I am a very strong believer that 
a person is judged by his own ac¬ 
tions. This is the Hindu philosophy 
and this Is what 1 have found in my 
life running my business. 

Q: You have acquir^ almost the 
same amount of shares tbe Bharat 
Ram family have in DCM. 

A: fLastgAS.jThat is what 1 am told. 

Q: WelT By being in Loudon how 
do you propose to either Question the 
management or look after the in- 
terests of your siiares in Indie? 

A: What t would like to ensure is 
that the chairmen, tbe people on the 
board, etc., are not my nominees and 
not nominees of anybody, but are 
people who have tbe status and who 
ore capa>»le of looking after tbe 
interests ' f tbe riiareholder. 

Q. Do you think this is tbe presenr 
practice in Indian eompaities? 

A: I am afraid this is not happen¬ 
ing. Hie reaction which my buying of 
shares has triggered off shows that 
this is not happening. Otherwise 
there is no reason whatsoever for 
any of them, for the federation or the 
chamber of cofomerce to get excited 
and run to tba Btimm Ministar. Were 
they capable of leeking after the 
shareholders, they would have tre¬ 
ated me like any other shareholder. 

Q: Haa any of iheee induatnaf- 


iats—J. R. D. Tara, Mr Nanda, Mr K 
N. Modi, etc.—approached you 
directly end tried to bring pressure 
OR you? 

A: No. That would have been the 
most sensible thing to do. If 1 were 
the chairman and somebody was 
buying the shares I would im¬ 
mediately write to the shareholder 
welcoming him.. 

E O.’ But you here the reputation of 
obixng up companies . Jn the last 
e months you nave acquired con¬ 
trol of about fqur or fi\e companies 
in the UK, so are not their fears 
justified? 

A: Yes. I have this reputation, but 
the companies we have taken uver- 
...the management and the sharehol¬ 
ders have appreciated our coming in. 

Q: Perhaps But don’t you think 
the fears Dr Bharat Ram has or Mr 
H. P. Nanda has that you might take 
over their company.. 

A: But why should they think it it 
their company. The whole concept is 
wrong in a public limited company. 
Tbe company belongs lu (he sWre 
holder. 

Q: But it was they who built it up. 
They had to go piihiic to raise fiwa> 
for expatisjon pruiecis. etc. 

A; why should they not exjicct the 
company to be taken over. It would 
be imprudent on their part. How can 
you hold four per cent of the com¬ 
pany and think you caimoi be ques¬ 
tioned? 


0 .' \’ou have pur m aivund oite 
million dollars.. 

A: That is what I Matted with. 

O; /; Aas been said that jt is money 
duoiously acquired... 

A: It IS nonsense and a ridiculous 
campaign has been made of it. Only 
people who are stupid make these 
allegations My balance sheets are 
open to public examination anytime. 
Let them then show me their per 
formance. 

Q: Do you think they will be equal 
ly wxiixng to show their balance 
^eees? 

A: I hope so. It should be so. 

Q: It has also been said that you 
have used your political conxiecrxon.-. 
here to edvam^e? 

A: I have never gone to politicians 
to discuss business. 1 never mix busi¬ 
ness with politics. I think business 
should be run as a business. Thar i^ 
my field and that is what I enjoy. 
And 1 wish and hope people in India 
do not mix business with politics a!i 
that U a dangerous game. 

O; You feet tbar xs Happening now? 
A: It^s happening now. Otherwise 
why should they (tne businessmen) [ 
M CO the Prime Minister and the 
finance minister. 

Q: Why did you suddenly decide to 
invest in India? 

A: 1 invest In the United States I 
invest in Japan. I have ■ company In 
Cauda, ft (investing in India) was 
an emotional gesture. 1 never 
thought the management was so 
waak. li waa a revelation. 
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Q: Bur O€i:ording to busirtts5m9n 

here you are not capable of making 
this sort of an emotionai gesture. Do 
you think businessmen can afford 
financial decisions purely on eaio> 
tional grounds? 

A: It was an emotional decision up 
roone miJlioit dollars. That was more 
to act likea catalyst. But subsequent* 
ly the decision was made to have a 
voice in these companies so we have 
now put in much larger sums 

Q: How moch.’ 

A: About ten times the original 
amount. That certainly was not an 
emotional decision. It is wrong ro 
think that people who wish to be 
successful in business have to be 
hard or none motional. 1 am rightly 
or wrongly a very emotional man. 

Or fn finunviut nuitters? 

A: One million dollars is not a 
furge sum in financial terms and in 
the Context of what we are talking it 
is peanuts 

Q: >'uir say you are octirre as a 
lUtialyst? Has that happetied? Have 
Iff hots followed }vu in your wake? 

A: I s«iid I was hoping tu act as a 
catalyst. 1 think people from various 
paitN of the world have bought 
shares. 

IVhar da you feel about non- 
tes/dcni investment in India? 

A; t think the country should make 
I he market open for Indians outside 
to invest because that is how the 
whole stock market progresses and 
(he wlinte economy prngtes$e> Now 
w her Iter I take control gt these com* 
paniesoi not the fact h that they will 
wake up. 

IVliar do you feel about the 
recent pronsiofis of the got ernment 
to enivw age >trc/f wvestment? 

A: 1 have not studied them. 

(p: Bur you have incesred foiJrwIng 
the.se priiposa/s.^ 

A I saw that the government was 
allowing overseas Indians to invest 
monev. 1 put in money too. 

Q: d/</ von chtutse these rwo 

companies.^ 

A: Because fhev were in Delhi. 

0: nV/y Delhi?' 

A: Because Delhi and Calcutta are 
on my beat (Laughsi. 

(p: Don’t you thwk t/ut the govern¬ 
ment pfcivisruns have given non¬ 
resident Indians an unfitlr advan¬ 
tage? The rax concessions, the in¬ 
come-tax and sill charge is 22. S per 
cent against 28 per cent —that is rhe 
lowest tax slab in India. There are 
exemptions from wealth tax. gift tax. 
capital gdins tax. etc., provided the 
gains are reinvested in specified 
assets. 

A: This Is the wool Indian indus* 
triallsts are (hi owing tr> cover the 
eyes of (he Indian government to try 
and change the provision. If I invest 
in the United States 1 pay less tax 
than whet I will have to poy in India. 
The same is true of Japan despite 
these fO'Called concessions. What 
they ere foruttingis that after 1 pay 
this tax in India this money has to 
com# to me here In England and 1 



From rags to riches 


li lit r» SiurwJtH Paul St\a Paul ami Swr.rr f'•lul .* ii/f in ilw famih 


W hen Pay are LaU son of Amin- 
chand Paul, set up a small 
factory to manufacture metal buck* 
e(:t and tubs m Jullundei in 1910. 
his sights were n<ii set on anything 
big. He was earning amodc>t!hve]i 
hiHid but never did his business 
look like u potential money «pin> 
ner. Then came partition and 
Pay are Lai took a decision that was 
(0 catapult him acr<m the border 
(hut divides big business Imm thr 

C rttv. He shifted a maicir chunk of 
IS business to Calcutta in 19!i.{ anil 
suon started trading in iron and 
Meet' Aminchand Payaie Lai 
(Apeeiay) Private Ltd was thus 
imin From then onwards, (he Pauls 
have never had to look back—at 
least as far as business was cun* 
cerned. Today, the Apeejay group 
has an estimated turnover of Rs 90 
crores. if not more. 

The reason for the unpre¬ 
cedented success of the Paul 
brothers is the ability A foresee 
market potential. As Mr Jit Paul 
once remarked: **! have always be¬ 
lieved ir buying when the market is 
depressed.** He has plans for a 
massive Rs IB^'crore expansion lor 
his shipping firm at a time when the 
shipping industry is facing rough 
seas. But. for Jit Paul, this is onlv a 
passing phase and he can see light 
at the end of the runnel. Said he: “I 
firmly believe (hat the shipping 
industry has an excellent long term 
future. Intuition one might say, 
more than logical reasoning.*' 

The group's expansion plans are 
as impressive as its past. It includes 
a 3S*crore caustic soda plant in 
Andhra Pradesh, with technical col- 


Idboiution from Asuhi chemic.iU of 
Japan The group holds the license 
to manufactiii'tf ’muihei' poIyMcr 
fibre at Indore. MH. Siiriendra 
Oversea k' pUms include the acquis- 
turn of seven new vessels bv May 
1985. including mx nmJerti dry Inilk 
earners which burn only <iii aier* 
•ige of 31 tonnes of fuel n il.tv A 
75.M)0 tniiiie. Rs 27 crore ship 
r.uumax has alroady been or deivd 
f\ttm the Cochin shipvard, The.se 
>even vessels will sis el! the car- 
lying capacitv of the c<»mpany from 
r,47 lakh tonnes tu 2.63 luk’i 
tonnes. 

The group has many lipsin in its 
crcdil. cspvnaUy in shipping. An 
Apeejay vessel w.is the first Indian 
ship ru cnrei the St Lawi once sea- 
n*nv tUSA'Cunuda) in 1960 It wax 
one <i1 ihu fust Indian shipping 
companies to purrh.ise a vessel on a 
'pay-as-ynU'Carn* basis. Another 
Apeejay vessel had the dionuilnn 
tube the first Iiiciian ship ro touch a 
Chinese port uiier a 15 year gap. 

The AjHwjuy group has diversi¬ 
fied and has entered besides ship¬ 
ping (Surrondra Overseas Ltd), into 
pharmaceuticals (Martin and Hur* 
rixPs't Ltd and Waller Bushnell Pvi 
Ltd), lea iKmpire RUnratiun India 
Ltd Single India Tea Ltd and Assam 
Froctdcis) and hotels. They are 
three bruiheri. Stya (64). Jit (69), 
Swrjf Paul ('ll), and Surniuler 
(46). And like most Indian business 
huusea. the AMejay entei prises too 
are coniTullea and managed by the 
family. 

Btnoo John 
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International greats 
brought to you through Music India 



Cuiomt pv . 

$uO«rD rtftoiuons of tho 
oetchits.. 


TT>i ntadiMt •MCUng 
CurovHWn croup hits mou 
through RCA4«usK inM 
Strong mgiop Its m 
harrmiM mako (Ms lp a 
swinging winner. 

PAIAPMOW-Mt 

COLD 

AnaWuMforjas 

enthusiasts ana fans of Paul 
oesMona, the sai maestro. 
Titles inciuoa W funny 
vaienone*. eocviSour. 
Oesmona Diue* — and others. 

Tws It HAttv taAPoam 

A set packea wrtti 
Mfontesifnest songs . 
Jamaica Parewefl*. Oannv 
Bcv\ oav'O’ anc other a» 
time greats bv the Calypso 
Kingi 

JOHN owmt CeiATMf 

Hinrvei.i> 

Masterofcouncrvsongs . 
ina compilation Of nn 
pest. Taka me Home, 
country eoacR'. 'leavInQ 
on a >et Ptane and many 
more. 

PAM ARKAV 31 COifiM 
mt 

tMana'. tonefy Doy. irou 
are my oevany... 3t m to 
take you oown memory lane 


Mnrr COM--PMC I iovi 

vMse 

Theimnutaoievoica 
pngs Mr‘preen ruts - 
KWing Me *T)e a 
Yellow oopon, Per the 
cooo rimes ano mviy more. 

tnviA 

The fast-fislr>g singing 

star with a votf stA af 
her oum... Hear her 
enenupasm and 
enchantment come alive m 
Nooooy. and 'uw Noemng 
Ever Happened 

Mpn HAU a lom OAT« 
-^bO* 

^chyKnps. infecbous 
lyhcs, voices mh Plena In 
speoicuiar narmony and 
OM proouctlon have 
made Hal 4 OiMs a wono- 
renoMmeaouo. 

HiO - (heir laces, 
greacesaiourh. wM (hm 
ana oeuqnc you with Its 
uniQue Mm of rock and 

sou 

'NKReaPyOver. wB 
Have to CO'. Ohi how i 

Mtts you ToMght,'foir 
watt*. ar>o three mere or 
nts greatest Mcs. man all 
newcompiiaoon. 

IMCAi TOOTH-tHi 
YOt/TN OP TODAY 
TheproM>witna 
dMirarKe - ai uoerarror 
vOuthfU m rhythm as m 


ape. The Youth of Today is 
cnehltattumoftoaav... 
cheery, aa Che way. 

TOM iONM ~ eoumv 

The singer who gave the 
world peiiian ana She sa 
udy. now gives you vet 
more oeii^tfui songs like 
A woman s Touch. kane*. 
and Mv Last Goodbye' 

PM ITtArrS •• lOVi OVM 

Pou 

PoMwing tr>eir earlier 
Diockbusang iFs — Dire 
Straits. communiQue and 
leaking Movies — love OVER 
COLO Is another step 
forward for the group now 
blazing its way to the too. 


fci racertt and inusKaMeTfes 
•wettWe tnreuen MwDcMdIa eniv. 



mUSKMOMin. 








havf to p«y tht Briticti tM whkh ii 

in India. Tliera va 
np *paoi%l concauioiu. 

Q: TAa Ftdtrttha of ladion Mor- 
chonts hm and the Fonm fee Ovef- 
sees Miens sey (het noft'resitient 
Indian uavestaient should be feared 
to revitalise sick uniu, bring in aew 
technology, start new industries, etc. 

A: ll i$ a load of rubbUh. 

6 : Why? 

A: Whera do ihe ovenaat Indiani 
have any naw cachnobgy? Tha whole 
talk of encouragins non*raiidartt in* 
vasimant waa because they used to 
go to tha ovarsaai Indiana and say, 
please invest this money let us use 
your name and we will give you a fee 
tor using it. This is the dubious 
money they were talking ot. They 
wantM to do it themselvae, but when 
someone has come and taken advan* 
tage of the rules using his own 
money they do not like u. 

Bur new technology could come 
in as non-resident Indians do have 
access.., 

A: How many nan*residem Indians 
have any industries anywhere in the 
world? 

Q: The Lalwani fani«7v, the Chen- 
derias... 

A. Where are they in high tech- 
noloiy? 

The LalwaniS are in e/ecrron<cs? 

A: What is electronics? To sell 
radios is not electronics. High tech* 
nology should not be confu^ with 
VCRs, i do not know of oven one 
Indian who has any idea of high 
lechnolo^. It is a very specielised 
subject. Putting e rtdio together or 
buying second'hend pUms end set* 
ting them up In India is being called 
hi^ technology. 1 think it i\a dis* 
grace to Indie. 

» So, the measures to attract 
npo*resfd«nr Indian invest- 
imnt will only lead to the purchase 
of shares in existing companies? 

A: I think if the so<called menage* 
meni is so wonderful they should 
take their profits and set up new 
industries b^ause they can borrow 
huM sums of money Welly. They 
wifl have the cepiral in their hands 
as the share prices go up That is 
what they owe to the country as with 
their specialised knowledge they can 
build more industries. 

Q: Whet has the contribution of 
the Indian industrialists so far been 
to the country's economic develoo* 
meat? 

A: I was told that the companies 
are beautifully managed, etc. Yester* 
day I was doing an analysis of two 
companies: UCM and Escorts. 1 was 
surprised to see some figures. DCM 
gives a return of 10 par cent on the 
capital. The Interests charged by the 
benka in India is 19 per cent. Now. do 
you consider this a good return on 
capital employed? Eacom term 17 

K cent which is alio below the 
iraar rates eharged by tha banka. 
We judge perfoagaftce by looking at 
the rbtum on capital employed: the 
bask principle being thee the return 


Indian industrialists ai^ 
used to. holding shares in 
benafnir. We cannot hold 
beaami shares in 
England. 


on capital employed should be high* 
er than the benk's lending rale 
otherwise there is no ^ot in having 
aiw management in the companies 
The dividends are alio not calked 
about quite correctly. They talk of 
dividend on the basis of the par 
value of the share. That is the hisior* 
ical value. They say they pay 20 per 
cent dividend when they pay two 
rupees as they are celculacing on the 
ten^rupee value. So. when the share 
value IS R$ 60 that amounts to only a 
3.3 per cent dividend. Do you call 
this ■ good yield for a company? 
DCM says we pay IS per cent di¬ 
vidend, i.e. IS per cent on per value. 
On market vefue it is 5.3 per cent* 
dividend. Does the management 
need a pal on ihe back for that? 

Q: They have been thiiHigh a l>ed 
recessionerv veer. 

A: Why should Ihe yield be leu 
than the inieresi rate? I agree there 
has been a recession. But I am refer¬ 
ring to 1980. e year which is sup* 

( iQM to have been a good year for 
ndia. 

Q: How do vou propose ro improve 
their vield? 

A: 1 would like to see a belter 
return on the capital emplo^d. A 
company must earn at least is to SO 
per cent more than the interest pre* 
vailing. 1 will certainly make a noise 
now and ask them why this does not 
happen. 

Q: Don't you think that non¬ 
resident Indians could now be used 
as a front for others. Perhaps, other 
business houses ebnoed will funnel 
their money into India and acquire 
control over the country's ecottomy. 

A: What is ihe point in dif. 
fereniiaiing between non-resident 
Indians with Indian passport holders 
and those of Indian origin holding 
nationality of other counvies as the 
Indian indusihalisis have dune. Do 
you ihlnk people outside are less 
nationalistic? E^ple abroad are far 
more Indian and far mure loyal to 
India than some of the people living 
in Indie. The very sane industrial 
class making such remarks is more 
disloyal than the poor man I know in 


These are the people (the 
Indian industrialists) who 
deride India, who 
complain that the country 
is restrictive. 


India. These are the people who 
deride India, who complain that the 
country is restrictive and that the 
government should be liberal, etc. 

Regarding foreign FCRA com¬ 
panies coining back, it is the Indian 
industrialist who has always taken 
the line of supporting FERA com* 
panies much more than I have ever 
done or am likely to do. They are so 
collaboration-minded...they think 
they can then sell their shares bet* 
ter. They have an inferiority com* 
plea vis-a-vis a foreign name. Ninety- 
nine percent of the fndien Industries 
do not need foreign collaborations 
but our Indians love to have that. 

What should be done is to check on 
people who are holding shares. Indi* 
an industrialists ere used to holding 
shares in benami. We cannot hold 
benami shares In England Perhaps, 
they are not used to the English law 
oi’ of working so honestly. All I can 
say is that the shares I own belong to 
me. They have been bought with my 
money and it is In the balance sheer. 

S ': Do vou plan now to retuj’n to 
ia? 

A; No. 1 luve India. But I don't have 
til go back there I can run my 
cump«inies from here without visit* 
ing them for a vear. 

Q: How do you react to the sugaes- 
turns made by Mdian Industrwists 
III eonsidei ahly amend the pivposah 
so MS to limit such jriveitment to a 
m,uiinum of rivt> pej* cent, with a 
permissible relaxation when the con- 
evtned company needs the funds for 
advanced technology? 

A: This suggestion is typical of the 
feudal system they operate in. They 
want to oc like Moguls. The country 
:en never progress if this is so. 1 
agree with the proposal that the 
snarea be registereo and that the 
identity of the .•shareholder be known 
so that this whole business of benami 
shareholding is ended in India. 

S : Do you think these proviitions 
be amended after d/scussjojis in 
Parliament? 

A: The government and Parlia¬ 
ment are perfectly capable of think¬ 
ing wisely, ft is the industrialists 
who cannot do the same. Their sug¬ 
gestions show that they could not 
care less for the shareholders. What I 
do hope is that irrespective of what I 
hold and whether measures are in¬ 
troduced to stop non-resident Indian 
investment, the government. Parlie* 
meni end the press make sure that 
no management will treat one share¬ 
holder differently from another and 
that the managements do nut look 
upon such companies as their private 
empires. That is a lesson I hope that 
is learnt from all this controversy. It 
is like political awareness. Once 
awareness comes, people ask ques¬ 
tions. Jl is like a revuluicun. What I 
have sowed are the seeds uf a revolu* 
lion. If I succeed in introducing 
democracy lo the corporate sector 1 
would have made the greatest con* 
tribuiion to my motrierland...ac* 
cidenially... 
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MAHARASHTRA 


The humiliation of Vasantdada Patil 


The high command reduces an astute politician to a mere puppet 


Aombiiy: There u uopuJjr M^reihi 
viiyirtK which vivimv p<trtrays the 
poliiicuJ scene in M«h«r»%htre today, 
and that ts kointMtie junUvant 
(Clicks made to fifiht for crumhsi. 
The ruling clU|ue at 1, Safderiani; 
Road has, (or a Jonit time, been 
mekinjt the ambitious politicians in 
this state fight among tnemselves so 
(hat they may always remain weak 

Today. Mr Vasantdada Patil who 
was puientjully probably the 
strongest Congressdi chief minister 
in the country, and the one with the 
most reputed background o( urgani* 
sariimal and political experience, 
has been reduced to a pliable puppet 
by.the high command. That Dada has 
been badiv humiliated and has he* 
come a figure of fun. was evidenced 
in a cartoon in a Marathi daily. The 
certiMin showed him first carrying a 
banner with the legend ffeyrneme 
(resignation). Then Mrs Gandhi 
admonishes him and he tears the 
banner hiding one half. The revealed 
half now reads: Raji (I agree). 

After the recent happenings, in 
Maharashtra, many questions sur 
face. Why did Dada initially take a 
position of bravado saying that he 
would resign if Prof. S.M.l. Aseer 
was made the MPCCd) president, 
and then why did he retract in such 
humiliation? Was he nor aware of the 
machinations of New Delhi, having 
been (he AICCdJ general secretary 
for so long? Was it only his greed for 
power which muddled his thinking? 
As an astute politician—and a 
Maracha at that—who himself ha« 


succvsNfully played one wet ion of 
people against another could he nrit 
see through the game the high com* 
mand was plaving? Dada is r«tx»rt«d 
to have told some of his confidan's 
that It was Kajiv Gandhi who had 
told him to go as chief minister of 
Maharashtra. He said that had Mrs 
Gandhi told him so. then there could 
have been «>me duubt. but when 
Kojiv (Gandhi told him. then it was 
Ueiinite. 

What follows IS 4 step’b.V'Step 
ociouni of how Dada has h^n cut to 
siie over the last few monihsr 
IS January; Union minister for 
sports. Mr Buta Singh and union 
minister for energy and petroleum. 
Mr Shiv .Shankar, were $em tu Bom- 
bas tu try end break the unity of the 
four rival groups that had come 
together to oust Mr Bahaxaheh Bho 
sale They asked every legislator 
who came singly or in groupt who 
they wanted as leader, and all of 
them said. 'First oust Bhusale then 
we will decide on a leader.* 

21 January: Speculation was ram* 
ant about the report given to the 
igh command by the tvru observers. 
Bh<isale, sensing that he was to be 
ousted, sent his slsierdndaw. Nirma* 
la Thokal, to Delhi saying that if he 
had to go then he would support 
either Praiibha Patil or S. 6. Chavan, 
the union minister for planning. 
Balasaheb Pawar and Vital Rao Cad* 
g)[. MP. met Pranab Mukherjee and 
got the impression that the centre 
would select a chief minister from 
among the dissidents, Pawar gut 


Aseer flefO end Vesenrdada: poUtieai pawns? 



ambitious and decided ihai as the 
leading dissident, he could be in the 
running. A story to this effect was 
leaked among legislators, although 
Pawar himself denied the story 

22 January: Ka.iiv Gandhi called on 
Mr S. B. Cnavan, creating reverhera* 
(ions (hat reached B^imbay. Specula* 
lion ran wild about S. B. Chavan as 
the centre's choice. 

23 January: .S. B. Chavan arrived in 
Bombay by the Frontier Mail after a 
tour of his constituency. He found an 
icy reception awaiting him and dissi* 
denis released a warning that they 
Would nut tolerate 5. B. Chavan 
lieing foisted on them, Bhosole's 
camp was auiumatically isolated he* 
cause they were supporting S. B* 
Chavan. 

2S January: Dissidents were still in 
suspense as they had nut decided on 
a single name and every group kept 
biting the bait of any name thrown 
out hy the high command in order to 
create confusion in (heir ranks. , 

28 January: The Congress working 
president. Mr Kamlapati Tripathi for 
the fust time said mat Mr Bhusale 
would go and that he was sending 
(WO observers to Bombay to arrange 
for the election of a successor. He 
also made it clear that the Leglsla* 
ture Party would be left totally free 
to elect (heir leader. He went m the 
extent of saying that the party’s style 
of functioning over the last three 
years was responsible fur the south* 
em debacle. 

29 Januio^: Y. J. Mohite, MP and 
former minister in Maharashtra, was 
given the idea by Pranab Mukherjee 
that he should contest the chief 
ministership. He suddenly, de* 
scertded on Bombay saying that he 
would not allow Mr Vasantdada Patil 
to be elected unopposed. Also on this 
day. Mr Ramrao Adik, through a 
legislator hotelier, Mr 0, P. Behl, 
went to meet Mr Vasantdada Patil in 
order to work out a compromise. The 
deal was that Mr Adik would not 
contest, orovided Dada made him 
(he deputy chief minister. Dada 
agreed. 

31 Ja&uary: Adik was pulled up by 
hie mentor in Delhi, Mr R. K. Dha* 
wan, and was told not to make any 
comptoimse with Dada and to con¬ 
test the post. Meanwhile, Bhoaalei 
not wlahint to let things b^ait him, 
called up Mr Potedar in tne Prime 
Minster's clique and asked whom 
they should support. Foiadv re 
portedly told him to vspenft, Fra* 











tibha Patil. Whaa he called the next 
dav to coDfinn. he wes loM he could 
support Mr S. B. Chavan. And so. by 
now. there were Mr Vasantdada 
Pati), Mr Ramrao Adik, Mr A. R. 
AntuJay. Mr S. 8. Chavan, Mrs Pra* 
libha Patil and Balasaheb Pawar in 
the runnina for Maharashtra's chief 
ministership. 

Around noon on this day. Dada 
be^an to put up a sha/niana at the 
residence of his wife, Mrs Shalinitai 
Patil, who was a minister in Mr 
Bhosale's cabinet. Indications almost 
confirmed that the centre had de¬ 
cided on Dade, but they did not want 
to announce it. Since the le^slators 
had demanded an election, chey 
would be fiven one. and in the 
bargain the hiah command would 
know exactly now much support 
which candidate got. The process M 
electing a leader started it 1 pm and 
even tul then the legislators were 
not told that they should not vote for 
Mr Antulay Messrs Buta Singh and 
Shiv Shankar, however, tofd the 
ress that Mr Antulay was not cUgi* 
le for coniestina. 

Just before mianight, while obser¬ 
vers were counting the votes. Shiv 
Shankar is alleged to have indicated 
to Mr Adik that he was winning. 
Adik passed on this mes~age to his 
cronies waiting outside and tharc 
was a sudden burst of crackers 
fbrought along by his wife and 
daughten, in the porch of the 
Vidhan Sabha 

1 February: At one, late in the night. 
Mr Vasantdada Paul was declared 
elected the chief minister because 
although he did not get the requisite 
majority, he secured more votes than 
Mr Adik. Dada was indirectly toM 
(hat it was Delhi which made him 
CM and not the legislators. Mr Paul, 
when asked whether Adik would be 
made the deputy chief minister, said 
*‘No'* because Ke specifically broke 
an understanding 

2 February: Dada was sworn in at the 
Raj Bhavan. 

3 February: He flew to New Delhi 
with his list of ministers and said 
that his cabinet would be sworn in on 
the fifth or sixth. 

4 February: Unable to see the Prune 
Minister, Dada waited with his list. 
Mr Adik and several others were also 
in Delhi, lobbying for themselves 
and their groups. 

5 February: Vasantdada told the 
press that he favoured having a 
deputy chief minister 

6 rebruary: The Congrcsvlf swept 
the Delhi polls, Mrs Gandhi hiving 
regained her old confidence which 
had taken a knocking after the 
Andhra and Karnataka debacles, de¬ 
cided to teach Dada a lesson. She 

S ave Mr Adik an appointment before 
ada. She finalised the list with 
Adik. She then called Dada with his 
list and a final list was given to Adik 
who was asked to give it lu Dada. 
The letter's list had been slashed 
while most of Adlk's names were 
retained. One of.the names that 


Dada vabcraently opposed was that 
of Prof. Aseer, as ne wanted to 
include his own nominee. Mr Shanit* 
arrao Rolhe, from Nagar district. The 
final list was announced from Delhi. 
2 February^ The minsters were 
sworn in. Adik was made deputy 
chief minister. A literal parallel gov- 
erDAcnt was run by Mr Adik. who 
had the portfolio M industry and 
urban development. All his 
nominees had important portfolios. 
Through March the search began for 
an MPCC(I> president, to replace Mr 
Culabrao Patil. Adik's group sug 
gested Prof. Aseer. The compulsions 
of the 1B9S elections had made the 
high command settle for Dada as CM 
since Mr Adik had never won an 
election in his life and so would not 
be able to organise a successful cam 
paign. But they did not want Dada to 
strengthen and consolidate his posi¬ 
tion as Mr Antulay had done. 

In early April, the high command 
announced Prof. Aseer's name as 
MPCCdi president and Dada im¬ 
mediately threatened to resign, so in 
three hours they retracted the name. 
The Assembly was in session and 
they decided to take a decision after 
that. Dada kept up the refrain of his 
threat 

30 April: The high command 
announced Prof. Aseer's name as 
MPCC<t» president, Dada accepted 
it. His wife resigned her Assembly 
seat at Sangli to pave ihe way for 
Dada to contest. 

What does the future hold for 
Vasantdada? The high command 
knows that Dada is suiiably humili- 
ated. They also know ^at the admi- 


annual convention is lo be held in 
the industrial town of Vijayawada 
over three days from 2$ May on- 
wards. Apart fcoa the elections to 
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nUtrarioa will coma to a standstill il 
his foes plap up bit humiliation. 
Rajiv Gandhi is still luUy backing 
Dada. According to sources close to 
1, Safdarjang Road, they had to 
emasculate Dada because he tried to 
defy the high command with his 
Threat of resignation. Had they final¬ 
ly chosen anyone other than Prof. 
Aseer, then every other chief minis¬ 
ter would have thought he could get 
away with defying the high com¬ 
mand. But now with the lesson 
taught, they have to refurbish Dada's 
strongman image. So there is a 
strong possibility that they will give 
him a free hand in expanding his 
cabinet. 

According to a reliable source, 
Vasantdada may be allowed to drop 
seven or eight ministers from his 
cabinet and most of them belong to 
the Ramrao Adik group. The ugly 
scenes between the two ministers of 
state, Mr Satiih Pednekar and Mrs 
Parvati Malgonda fboth of them are 
Mr Adik’i nominees i over a flat, 
which have new become a public 
scandal, have given Dada an upper 
hand and he could well get rid of 
(hem. Other names being mentioned 
are those of Arun Divekar, the voung 
minister for sports who already has 
many a black mark against his name 
for unpalatable behaviour: Mr 
Canesh Dudhgaokar, who was a flop 
during the Assembly session; Mrs 
Yashodhra Baiai. who is most un- 
effective and Mr Abdul Areem, 
against whom there are corruption 
charges. 

OIm Teliis 


the state's party leadership, the con¬ 
vention will also, in effect, be a 
massive publicity campaign for chief 
minister N.T. Rama Rao at Ihe 
national level. 

While it has been planned that the 
first two days will be taken up in Ihe 
party elections and in constituting a 
formal party organisation Ut tne 
moment there are no office-bearers 
except NTR as the party presidMtj, 
the last day of the convention Is 
scheduled for a meeting of the 
national and regional opposition par¬ 
ty leaders. Invitations have already 
been sent to the chief ministers of 
the six non-Coagress(I) states as well 
as the leaders of all the opposition 
parties. NTR recently told a team of 
visiting political journalists from De¬ 
lhi that he wanted to hold an opposi¬ 
tion conclave to discuss issues of 
national interests. NTR's recent trips 
to the capital and the visits of lead¬ 
ers like Dr Farooq Abdullah, K.N, 


OPPOSITtON CONCLAVE 

A show of strength 
and unity 

Hyderabad: The Telugu Desam's 


Bahuguna and uihers hav«; indicated 
the importance he can command i 
A senior minister of NTK's cabinet 
told Si’NnAY char an emissaiy trom 
the Congres&(l) lufth command had 
already proposed to the Telugu De* 
sum, a $C per cent seat adjubiment in 
the event of u mid term parliamen* 
rarv poll Kmm the position of his 
unshakcahlu srren^sth, NTR re 

C orU'HIv turned down the pro|K>sal. 

^iili the 42 that Andhra 

Pradesh eloctN io the Farliamont. the 
leaders of other opnosition parlies 
havo also tailed on NTR Me was the 
chief KneM at Ha ho Jagiivan Ram's 
(nithdav celehrailims. which were 
piesided over liy Cluudhury Charan 
SliiKh in Delhi. ITiIsnme tiimpli- 
tnunis were exchanged hy the three 
k'adcis here, it is reported. 

The first conclave of all non- 
(!oiigicss^n political parlies, which 
will he held nn 2H May. will coincide 


with NTR's birthday. A birthday ral* 
ly that is being organised as a finale 
'to the convention, by the Telugu 
Yuvata (the park's youth wing), 
with a participation of about two 
million people, is expected to be a 
show of the significant strength and 
support that the chief minister has. 
Although iris unlikely that there will 
he any unity moves made during 
these three days, the opposition 
leaders will adoress ihe public meet 
ings. One of the ma|or outcomes of 
this cunveniion is expected to he the 
successful wooing NTR by the 
opposition parties, in readiness fur 
parliamentary elections. 

One of the main organisers of ihis 
conclave is P Upendra, The success 
of the con'vntouu it is said, will .also 
add enormousK lo the rapidiv rising 
influence ihai he is gaining wirliiii 
the party. So far. NTRS imporiam 
political adviser was fjaance minis 


ter NadeadU Bhaskar Rao. Bilt now, 
Upendra seems to be emerging as a 
shrewd political strategist AJthough 
his exMrience in election politics is 
limiiea (he was the sole Telucu De* 
sam candidate who lost in ihe Febru¬ 
ary byelection from <i Hyderabad 
constituency), his contacts with the 
opposition leaders have helped in 
formulating the plans for ihis con¬ 
vention, (Upendra luio been the spe¬ 
cial assivtani to Mr Madhu Danda- 
Vditi when the latter wav minister lor 
railways durin^lie Janaia i ule.) The 
stage thus seems to be abvcilutelv set 
for wliui is likely to 1 h> one of the 

E eatest such shows. Minor interrmi 
ckcrings—which are irieviiuble 
during I he pro-poriv election days— 
have hern ignored ami tho Telueu 
Desam is gearing up to become tne 
'Tirst party ever to hold such a 
concJavc,** 

Shubha Singh 


Mrs Gandhi turns a cold shoulder 



Jaipur: Mr', (ijndhi’s onv-dav visii to 
KiijjbiiKin lalo last mnn'h has lent 
hiriher rredcnce tu ihe rumours thai 
.ill IS not w<.dl wiib chief minisior Shiv 
Chdrjn M.iihur Mis Gandhi had 
come It* Rajaslhaij. ustensiblv tn 
iiwss for herself ihe extern of ihc 
drought III the bUU'. tu see ihe prog¬ 
ress ot ihe Kajavihan canal and ru 
uddiess a rneeiingof scheduled castes 
and tribes 

She ui rived in an lAt plane ai 
Jndhpur lo begin her tout of the 
desert beh. She was accompanied by 
Mis Kaiendra Kumari Baipai. AlCCMi 
genera I st'vreury in charge of Rajas¬ 
than affairs, who had been (n the stale 
ca |i 11 ul enri le r 1 a a ssc tlic diviens ton 
in the legislature party. After |usi a 
brief halt at Jodhpur air|is>rl. ihc 
Frimc Minhier left for Khanodi vil* 
lage in a helicopter for an (m-Khe*spoi 
study of relief operations. It was frinn 
chi.s moment that the public humdia- 
imn oJ the chief minister at the hands 
of Mrs Indira Gandhi begun. 

In her typical style, the PM took the 
(omer chief minfstvr, Mr Jagannaih 
PahadiB in her nwn helknpicr and 
asked Mr Shiv Charan Mathur to 
rnllow in another one Hince that time 


onwards Mr Pahadia travelled with 
Ihe PM and Mr Mathur followed 
them. At Kanhodi, the stage.managed 
show of the state governmeni turried 
oui to hw a flop, AH precautions to 
keep Mrs Gandhi away from the reali- 
lies proved abortive when she herself 
siancd talking to the womenfolk em¬ 
ploy kI on the famine relief work. She 
hod some dilhculty with the language 
and at this stage. t M Mathur 
and his trusted lieutenant, health 
minisier Kher Singh Rathorc. started 
acting as interpreters. Bui the Prime 
Minister was not happy with this and 
she asked Mrs Bajpai to talk to tba 
labour and find out the rruch. The 
women labourers told Mrs Bajpai in 
very dear terms ihai p^ple were 
dying of hunger in their villages. This 

immediately demolished the state 
government's claim that there had 
been no starvation deaths. 

However, grearer embarrassmeni 
was in store for Mr Mathur At 
Rjisingh Nagar, where tbe Prime 
Minister was to address a conference 
<if scheduled castes and tribes, only 
fcKir chairs had been provided on the 
rostrum. These were marked for ihe 
Prime Minister. Mr Suva Singh. Mrs 


Bajpai and CM Mathur. Bui whun the 
programme Ntaried, Mrs (tdudhi 
noticed Mr Nawal Ki shore Shaitna, 
the Rajasthan 1*CC(H chiel and 
Jvgannaih Puhadia in the audierice. 
She jmmedraiviy in sir acted her secur¬ 
ity officer lo arrange for two more 
chuiri and call Mr .Shanna and Mr 
Pahadia to iho dais. Moreover, ahe 
hervelf struck off two names from the 
list of speakers—including that of 
Dularam. mimstur fur social welfare 
and a staunch supporier of the CM. 
Instead, she put down the names of 
.fagannath Pahadia and Nawal 
Kivh'ire Shurma. 

For Mr Mathur. the relief obtained 
when vhe asked him to accompany her 
in the same plane to Delhi, proved to 
be very sh^tTived In the capital, Mr 
Mathur waned for two days In vain, 
trying to get an appointment with the 
Prime Minister. Ultimately, he re¬ 
turned to the state without meeting 
her. Thus, his, plan to reshuffle the 
cabinet by dropping some of the dissi¬ 
dent ministers and inducting some of 
his supporters, was perforce, put into 
cold storage. 

HUap Chand Dandiu 








CHANDIGARH 

Plotting for allotments 


Chsuidigarh: Allotment of commer¬ 
cial plots in a centraUy located area 
here, to socalled wl^otesale cloth 
merchants, has created a lot of con* 
troversy. Simultaneously, under 
another scheme, the CKandigarh 
Housing Board has allotted large, 
high income group flats to senior 
'Tetired and retiring officials.** The 
beneficiaries for these include both 
the home secretary and the finance 
secretary* of the Chandigarh adminis* 
(ration. (The finance secretary also 
happens to be the chairman of the 
Board.I 

The premium on each commercial 

[ iloi is in the region of about Rs 20 
akhs. and on a flat about Rs two 
lakhs. The commercial plots nhich 
have been allotted in order to help 
the setting up of wholesale clotn 
business in the city, have gone to a 
selected, luckv few. The allotments 
reveal that there are some firms 
which have been given more plots. 
Moreover.some firms like Ramsaran 
Inderpal Batra, Chhabra Textile 
Agency. Sachdev Textiles. Chhabra 
Agency and Chandigarh Wholesale 
Cloth Merchants Association, 
already operating in the city have 
been allotted plots at a nominal 
resen'e price. 

This allotment scheme was mooted 
a few years ago when Mr T.N. Cha 
turved'i was the chief commissioner. 
Mr Cbaturvedi. who is now the union 
home secretary, had then rejected 
the proposal on the grounds (hat if 
the gram market, vegetable market 
and iron market could come up on 
auctioned land, then why could the 
wholesale cloth merchants* market 
not do so as well. However, those 
svith vested interests did not let the 
matter rest there. The uncertain fu¬ 
ture of this city provided the neces* 
sary opportunity and the scheme was 
re^’ived. The man behind this was 
Chandigarh*s representative in the 
Lok Sabha, Mr Jagannaih Kaishal. 

The Janata Party chief in Chandi* 
garh, Mr Harmohan, alleged that 
each prospective allottee was asked 
to part with substantial sum to be 
eligible for the scheme. The deals 
were never made public and even 
today the Chandigarh officials re* 
fuse to divulge any iitfonnation re* 
garding the allotment of commercial 
plots, ine most intriguing part of the 
scandal is (hat theMr pJuts were 

being allotted at a reserve price 
whereas plots elsewhere were being 
auctioned, bringing the administra¬ 
tion substantial sums of money. Be* 
sides, the practice of inviting ap* 
plications and the critena for allot* 
ment, is also quostionable. 

The allotments of flats under the 
HoMin| Board, it even more imri* 
guing Initially, only those officials 


drawing a salary of Rs 2.000 or more 
and those already retired or retiring 
beiw’een 1978 and 1983. w’ere consi* 
dered eligible. The demand survey 
made in February i$ll rev ealed that 
only a handful of officials had ap¬ 
plied The scheme was then altered 
to change the eligibilitv* conditions. 
Earlier, only employees of Punjab. 
Kaiy’ana and Chandigarh w’ere eligi¬ 
ble. Kow. employees of the central 
government, the university and 
other institutions were also in* 
eluded. The date of retirement too 
w’as extended tw’o*and-a ha]f years 
more either way. and now those 
retired or retiring between the years 
1976 to 1966 were deemed eligible. 
Thiv relaxation made two important 
lAS liters new eligible. 

The v*her condition, of having no 
plot 0 ( i:'iuse in Chandigarh or in 
either of the satellite townships of 


Raipur: On the evening of 6 April, 
two^anda-half-vear-old Rinkoo. the 
son of an Hindustan Steel Corpora¬ 
tion Limited iHSCL) engineer, Mr 
Narendra Singh, was found missing. 
Xir Sharma, along with a few en* 

t ineers, immediately rushed to the 
hilai police station, to report the 
case. A couple of days before that, 
some goonoMS had threatened Mr 
Narendra Singh and some other 
HSCL engineers with dire consequ* 
ences, since they had beaten up an 
anti'Social element who had been 
teasing a girl in iheir locality. Be¬ 
cause of tbu threat, Mr Sharma and 
the others were somewhat worried. 

The police recorded (he FIR only 
when the higher officials requested 
them to do so. Howe^r, the town 
inspector ot police (old the engineers 
that he would look into their com¬ 
plaint only after another four hours, 
when he would move out on his 
routine rounds. The next day, Rink- 
oo's body was found in a tank. And 
since then, the HSCL engineers have 

been autaling. They paralysed work 
in the Bhilai unit of the HSCL for 
about a week and on 12 April, orga¬ 
nised a total Bhilai bandh, including 
the closure of (he offices of the 
Bhilai Steel Plant and all other pri¬ 
vate and public undertakingsin Bhi¬ 
lai. A deleption of (he HSCL en- 

r eers also went to Bhopal and met 
chief miniftier. Mr Arjun Singh, 
who directed CltT investigation on 


Mobali and Panchkitla, w«s retabted 
but was not Strictly enforced at the 
time of the aliocments. In (he hope 
rha( all these relaxations would 
make many high-ranking officials 
noM* eligible, the construction of as 
many as 141 flats was undertaken, h 
is not clear how the construction was 
started for these 141 flats under the 
sel^financing Kheme. when there 
were only* 72 applicants. 

Cher the recent months, there has 
been strong objection from both the 
Punjab and Haryana governments, 
regarding (he “squandering of costly 
land" to favourites and to those who 
can manipulate. Their plea to (he 
centre to cancel all these allot¬ 
ments—including those made to the 
union lerritorv employees—until the 
fate of Chandigarh is decided, has 
not been heeoM ver. The Janata 
Party, (he CPI and (he BJP have 
already demanded the cancellation 
of (he ''deal$"and have asked for a 
thorough probe (o expose (he guilty. 
Till the ii(ne of writing, however, (he 
administration's only response was 
silence. 

Stilsh Kumar 


the case. The CM also ordered the 
suspension of the town inspector and 
nominated a three-member commit* 
(ee ic«>mprising Congress-I MLAs) to 
investigate into (he law and order 
situation in Bhilai and to find out the 
real facts about (he Rinkoo murder. 
These three members were: Mr Lax- 
mt Narayan Induriya. Mrs Rashmi 
Devi and Mr Baijnath Chandrakar 

Meanwhile, the HSCL Engineers 
Association, (wu Congiess(l) MLAs, 
trade unions and several other sec- 
iion« hove charged the district admi¬ 
nistration of burg and the police 
with oeing hand in glove with the 
ant is. 'll".' elements of (he steel city. 
Thev ji.ivc also decided to take a 
dele '.'tion to New Delhi to acquaint 
the Vrime Minister and the nome 
min ^ter with wh.it th^ iqrm as the 
goonda raj iu Bhilai. They are also 
planning to agitate and stop work in 
all the HSCL units, not merely in (he 
country hut alvi in Libya. The deci¬ 
sion lb paralyse work here and 
abroad, was taken at a meeting that 
was held at Bhilai, of >e|<rc3eotativ«s 

of the HSCL Engineer9 Av;ocia(ions 
from all over India. The announce¬ 
ment was made by Mr Ramadhar 
Jha. general secretary of the HSCl. 
E^ineers Association. 

The three MLAs worked lor sevei- 
al days in Bhilai and took tl. * state¬ 
ments of over 300 persons. But soon, 
trouble started brewing. One of the 
committee members. Mr Induriva. is 

51 


MADHYA PRADESH 

Bhilai's fight against 
the anti-socials 
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enct th« %t6en{ $9trtfry of the 
PCQl) but w«i luependcd frttn the 

S for ft white for convenine e 
rente of Co^ete(1) MLAs to 
review the execution of the 2(>-point 
progremme in MP. defying inttruc* 
cions from the generel secretory of 
the AJCC(l). However, lest yeer he 
wes reedmitted into the party on a 
directive from the Prime Minister. 
Mrs Gandhi. Mr Induriye also hep* 
pened to be a dissident leader end 
had. only a few months ago. alleged 
that the MLAs had no voice in the 


.atiiUeter ,w»s been oh • genutof 
invesrigation, he sbeulo have 
eppoincM some top ofncials from 
the secrecenat for the job. This 
eppofntment has been interpreted 
by this lobby as an adverse comment 
on the chief mimsier's peniality. 
The main grievance of the officials is 
chat the committee was not 
appointed by the Congress(l>*«in 
which case they would have treated 
it as a committee of a political par* 
by the chief minister who 
directed the MLAs to submit the 




the MLAs to submit the 


implementation of the 20*point prog, 
ramme as it was totally at the mercy 
of the bureaucrats in the state 
The bureaucrats in MP are thixs 
dissatisfied with the appointment of 
these three MLAs to the fact*finding 
committee. These bureaucrats and 
the police bosses feel that if the chief 


report to him. A high*ranking 
bureaucrat told Sunday inai it might 
have been good for the CM to satiny 
the ego of some of his pariy MLAs, 
but there is no provision for any such 
committee in ine government proce* 
dures and rules. 

Mr L N. Induriye was not pre 
pared to discuss the matter with this 
correspondent. However.'it has been 


4uwsm tbav tecoUtctbf oC Duigt Mr 
Swaroop Sfa^ Porte, told the com- 
mittee that nis main obstacle in 
controlling the anti social eJemeais 
was tbit these persons had the 
tical patronatt uf ministers. MLAs 
and other ruUng party leaders. He 
made no secret of the fact that when 
he did take these anti<socials to task, 
he was estended no cooperaiion 
frcun the stare capital and finally hts 
actions were overruled by state'bos¬ 
ses. He is also said to have men¬ 
tioned Nome names, but Mr Induriye 
was nut prepared to divulge them, 
fie merely «aid. **I will give all the 
facts lo the chief minister.'' Mean¬ 
while, the bureaucrats are thinking 
of taking up the issue in their respec¬ 
tive associations—the IAS Officials 
Association, the Oaputy Collectors 
Association and the Volicemen's 
Association. 

M. V. Kher 


International thriller to be filmed in India 


(embay: By aJl accounts, it was iusi 
shear good luck that helped Salma 


sheer good luck that helped Salma 
Agha bag a prise role in the muln* 
million dollar Britiih production 
Pawn ro Xing TAree. She was present 
at tha right place ai the right lima 
and. as Tuck would be. there was 
someone important looking around 


for the right sort of girl to play a 
major role in an International thnller. 
In fact it was much laitr chat Salma 


learnt that she had won over tough 
competition from some of the top 
names in Hollywood and Bombay. 

According to one fairytale rerwR, 
director Peter Hunt—better known 
(or his handling of the Bond film On 
Her Secret Servree — spot, 

ted Salma in the first class section of 
an Air India flight when both were an 
route to London. Impresaed by what 
he saw, Hunt is supposed to have nut 
her throtuh a screen test in London 
before offering her the part. Another 


before ofienng her the part. Anotner 
version talks el Salma having bumped 
into John WaUay of Evangrove Pro- 



duction^the producars M tha filnw 
during har stay in London. Impressad 
by her confidence and charm, Whal* 
ley put her ihrou^ a saries of photo* 
graphic sessions and screen tests. This 
was followed by an interview with 
director Peter Hunt in Hollywood. 
She learnt about her selection when 
she net Mahmud Slora. a shipping 
magnate who owns evangrove as a 
subsidiary enterprise. 

Salma, however, was unavailable 
for comment. Her associates confirm 
that Pawn to King Thnt was a lucky 
break chat occurred because of her 
sudden trip to London. The tnp, un* 
fotlunacely, has turned into a running 
controversy for Salma and marred her 
relationahip with B.R. Chopra who 
directid har fini flli^ NiluMb. 

Shashi Kapoor, who has a major 
rela in tha film, has neiibar read the 
a^M nor bee iky idea of what Pawn 
to ting Three is all about *Ded has 
been so busy of late that ha has not 


SAashi Kapoor (Mt) and Seima Agfia r pntt roles 


even read the script. Mahmud Sipra is 
an old family frieiM and 1 guess that's 
the reason for hb signing tha film," 
said Shashi's son. ^uiw Kapoor. 


said Shashi's son. i^unal Kapoor. 
(Shashi u presently in Dvbei.) 

A Mg'budget project. Pawn lo King 
Three IS based on the povel of tha 
same name wrinen by STpn. In addi> 
tiea to Salma Agba and Shashi 
Kapoor, the fUm start a loot list of 
Hollywood ealabriiies beaded by 
Omer Sharif. Among others in the cast 
are: Jana Seymour, T>ecy Ward and 
Christopher Lee. Evangrove b re* 
portetUy suJi negotiating with several 
top names on both sides of the Allen* 
tie for ibe few roles still to be cast, 
(foterestinaly. Evangrove has just 
competed jigtotr Mon, a spy thrular 
set m London and Moacow. Thb a 
story baaed on the life of the re* 
nowked double WM, Kim Philby. 
who defected to Russia) 

Supected to be shot extensively In 


India and Pakistan, Evangrove hopes 
to commence locati<m shooting some* 
rime in September. ’A production 
uajn is presently scouting locationi 
and completing negotiations with the 
two governments for fdmiiu in the 
subcontinent. Pawn tO King inrae is a 
Story of umnigranis. It is the story of 
ladians and Pakistanis who have been 
extremely successful and have made a 
tremendous impact in intemaUonal 
finance centres like London, New 
York and Zurich. The plot revolves 
around the immigrants and deals with 
high finance, sbipping. theft of nuc* 
lear techno logy, Immigration and its 
problems and the intrigue and wheel* 
ing-dealing in high places. Doubtless¬ 
ly. this film too is going to generate as 
much excitement as the otner foreign 
films that have been shot tn India of 
late, have done 


A Correapondent 
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Put 2i hMp^d caWtspopnt of Amut Mdk Powdor into • 
I'litro (umbfpr. Sirr into • imooth pofttp with i IrttI* 
Wtrm wiltr. Add hot w«tPf up to top iiitf Mif. Milk it 
now r«adv for drinking. <3ood for u«o in l•»ar»d eoffao, 
and for making curda and daaaarti. Makaa you thankful 
for Itaconvanianca. Guarantaad pura. 
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Q dairy in 
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The difficult 
choice of an ally 


CeeUn: Wbtn the Coamaa<8> bat twoof ie itelwvta 1a 
Kerala. Mr A. K. AAtfiony and Mr Vyalar Ravi, to tha 
Condreaa<n b|d 15 nodtha beck, no one could haae 
ihot^bt that tbc party would be able to turvlve the 
abocE oi these defectima However, when the iUCC(8) 
raet In Cochin from 7 to 10 Mey. it was evident that tW 
Kerala uoii of the party, led by Mr P.C. Chacke, had not 
only ragained a lot of iti bat ground but had aucceiafully 
kept a large section of the Conirets(S) rank and file with 
iieell while the top leadera had gone ovar to Mrs Gandhi. 

Anong the aevee reco^isM national parties, the 
CongreeafSI has the )^ngtst president. Mr Shared 
Pawar (42). is not onfy the pam chief, but also the 
fDainatM of the party in Maharashtra, where ha has a* 
tremeneout mass base. Hm dileouna facing the party 
today U whether it should remain in its present form or 
it should bin bands with other like*ainded forces. The 
session of the AICQS) was dominated ^ this debate. 

The cenlusbo prevailing among the opp^lion parties 
on the question w ^arisation of forces for providing an 
altenutive to the Congrtdad) was best reffected in the 
Congresses) session. the party (bbated at 

bngih, both dunng the sesstun and in the working 
committee meeting which preceded ii» whether to main* 
tbn its identity or merge with some other potty. Two 
distinct trends seem to have emerged in the Cragreis(5). 
WhUe officially it U going ahoadwith tha concept of a 
pan*Congress unity bv Joining hands with Mr H. N. 
Mhuguna's Democratic Socialist Party (DSP) and Mr 
Raiubhai Adani's Rashtnva Congress in Gujarat, a 
powerful section of its bodership is keen to join hands 
srith the Janata Party president, Mr Chandra Shekhar. 

Tha woning coounittee of the party had discussions 
on Mr Chandra Shekhar. Mr Dharam Vir Sinha and Mrs 
Ambkka Sent wanted the party to compliment Mr 
Chandra Sekhar on his Bharat ^rra. Mr Dharam Vir 
Sinha went to the extent of prodiking an alternate draft 
for the political resolution in orw to include tha 
references to Mr Cbandre Sekbar in the main political 
reeolutbn itself. But the CWC<8), titer a heated discus* 
aion. In which, at one stage Mr Sinha even threatened to 
reaiiA from tha body, decided that a separate resolution 
abouid be passed hailing Mr Chandra Shekbar. The main 
Mpositbn to Mr Sinha*! move'cime from Mr D.K. 
Mfoo^ Mr Ral B^adur and Mr K.P. Unnikrifhhan. 
They folt that whib greeting the president of another 
pvtv, it was not proper to do so srithin the political 
resointlOR. Ultimately, it wai decided that Mr 
QuDdra Sbrtlwr be greeted as an individual ahd not in 
hb capacity as the president of tho Janata Party, as tha 
Bharat yacra waa oot a party programme. 

A maaslTe rally on the evemag of 9 May beraldad the 


A maMive raison the eveflitm of 9 May beraldad the 
aeasioD. Tba DSF president, Mr Bkhuguna. specially flaw 
down from Delhi to addreaa the rally. Howevar, tho 
maence of Mr Bthiiguna evokod a mixed raspenae. 
Even Mr Bahuguna did not eeem to ba happy at the 
outcome. Re toM this correspondent that wnlla the 
process oi unifberion of the forcoer Congr—men had 
started, the path was loAg^wiA^ng. Tha settion pro* 
docad vary maustfva ton pouticuly srall'draftetf re- 
•olutbaa. But the queatba ramainad whether this 
party, lad by Mr SbaM Pawar, who has a mass bara of 
Us own la Mahirariitra, could to haalf provide any 
rarbua ihfeee to the Coayaasfll. Iba badara were ebar 
la chair minds that ihay could Dot aeUava much to BOifV 
k akma. Bat the Aoka M aa ally was • problem wMcb 
they omdd aec aurmoant 
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Glass and coin feat 


Do you know? 


TiJt a ^a» a» shovrn in tha dia¬ 
gram and placa a coin (a tan pai&e 
coin would do quiia welt) about fiva 
cm away from it. Now ask your friend 



Can you make out wha i is wron g 
with this picture? 


to put that coin in the glass without 
touching k. If ha cannot do it, rau 
can steal a march over him by blow¬ 
ing over the coin. Almost at once the 
com flies into the glass. 

BemoulU*! principle explains the 
phenomenon. When you olovr over 
the coin, the air in (he vicinity is set 
in motion and the pressure there 
drops as compared with the atmos- 

! »heric pressure. The coin U ihere* 
ore lifted and gams momentum due 
to the air in motion and flies into iha 
glass. 


Figure this out 


A and B are two schemes of digits 
written in a triangular formation. 
Can you discover some pattern in 
each of them? They are two indepen¬ 
dent problems. 


A 

S 3 9 B 4 7 
2 6 14 3 
4 S 3 1 
1 2 2 
1 0 
1 


B 

341626 
2 5 0 2 1 
0 114 
I 2 2 
3 3 
3 

*»jenbs mpad 
isamau out puv ii OAoqe imt saaq 
•lono paiimp omi ai|i uaoMjaq aouo 
.ja]np aqi st 3f9^ tpea :g it OAoqa 
jsnf siiBip OM) aqi jo 
am 8f j|Ptp tpeg :v $V3MSNV 



Preserving leaves 



If you want to preserve your leaf 
collaciion all you nave to do is place 
the leaves between thick layers of 
•baorbant cardboard or blonan. The 
entire stack can than be placed be¬ 
tween two heavy, flat boards, bound 


firmly and kept in a warm, dry place 
for about ten days. To help you 
identify different species of trees 
more easJy, the pn^r/ed leaf can 
then be supplemeoied with a twig 
and a photograph of the tree to 
which it belongs. 

Other ideas with leavas: you can 
display the leaves under an adhesive 
plastic cover or you can keep leaf 

3 re*sions in printer's ink with a 
»r on a piece of glass, place the 
leaf on a blotter with as vein side up, 
ink a with a roller and turn the 
inked leal on the page to be printed. 
Place a paper on the leaf aiM press 
firmly. 


, Almoai always we find that the 
colder a thing is, the more rigid it 
becomes^ It is only in solid matter^ 
which U the coldest—that there is 

a idity and as a rule the colder a 
id tning ia, the more rigid it be¬ 
comes. Thu can be seen in the case 
of iron. But when iron is ^atad. its 
molecules are thrown into greater 
motion and move farther apart as 
can be witnessed in the iron bar's 
expansion. If than the molecules are 
farther apait than they were pre¬ 
viously and are moving about more, 
they cannot hold on to each ocher as 
closely as before. So, the iron bar 
which could not be bent when it was 
cold, readily bends. 


SCIENGE PEOPLE 

Arthur C Clarke, author of (he best 
selling science fiction. 2001: A 
Spece Odyssey, has recently pub- 
lUhtd a sequel to it. It's title: 2010 : 
Odyssey Two. Clarke feels that a 
visit ro earth by craaturas from 
outer space could , if it ever took 
place, have a profound impact on 
our religion and philosophy. 



Arthur C C/erhe* Space Odyssey 


Dr Christiaan Barnard, the South 
African surgeon who performed the 
world's first heart transplant 15 
years ago, has just announced his 
retirement. The reason was that he 
was suffering from arthritis^-a 
kind of bMe disease that affects 
the joints. This has prevented him 
from carrying out turrher opera¬ 
tions. 

When Kenneth Wilson ran in a 
track meet as a 16 -year old fresh-j 
man at Harvard university 30 years 
ago, it was rumoured that the next 
race had to be delayed to allow him 
to finish. Tha classroom was a diffe¬ 
rent story. Now he has become 
famous—as tha winner of the Nobel 

E ire for physics. He got (ha prise 
r his work in "critical phe^ 
nomena." which occur whan matter 
changes from one form to another 
(for example: when water evapo¬ 
rates). JHCt 













Now Wilkinson technology 
gives you the smoothest shove 



Wilmanll 

Shaving Sysfem and Carfndges 


WJmon II twfn-bJode 
sHavprig system ond 
corfridges oft mode by 
Wiltech Indio Ltd. in 
tecHmcol colioborotion 
with Wilkinson Sword. 

U K, To give you the 
smoothest, closest shove 
ever. And mony more 
shaves per cprtridge too! 

£och corlndge ho$ 
uhro-shorp twin*biodes. 
The first bJode Lfts more 
bristle tbon it cuts. The 





second blode shoves off 
the remaining bristle 
before it springs bock, 
Wilmon II twm*blode 
cortridges ond, rozors 
ore mode on mochines 
designed by Wilkinson 
Sword. U.K. Samples of 
Wilmon II ore regulorly 
sent to Wilkinson'S word 
U'K. for quality control 
checks. To give you the 
finest shove ofter shove. 
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Sunday ucdt Beginning 22 May 


By AMRITLAL 


(** Apni—14 Htirl 
it not 4 V4(Y Itvouf' 
Y jfe aw W44k fof you Ott«yt 
oOttadot wiM ctuto 

-■ W d htrtWnp. Pro* 

fotaiordty you tro Ikktiy to Um tirff 
comparmoo irodn your cotiooguM You 
ar« •dvisati to oiofciao rostrnmi in your 
daatingt. vouf ha4n^ imII atto add to 
your misarias. But a itttar you ara likaiy 
to racaiva towardt iha and of tha waak 
will rtf lave you of rnoat of your wornat 
Gaai dilM; 22. 23 and 24. 

Lucky miRibtrt: 3. 6 and 8. 

FavauriMi tflracNaa; East 

[?( -1 TAURUS (1$ May-M Mia) 

l\j *y%g^ C)o noi friRar away i*ia 
epoomjnrtitt that wtf coma 
I waak You 

Lff'iJSaa should ba praparad to laka 
up new ehallangas. FiraneaHy thit i$ a 
9 ^ phase ar^d thara it a hkekhood that 
you will oam property through inhan* 
lance. The domattic front wiB alto ra> 
mam paactful your near onat will Oa a 
source of toy and mtpirahon. ’R>a la atao 
a good week for lova and mtmaga. 
Good ditsi: 26. 27 tr\d 28. 
laeky numken: 4, $ and 7. 

Fivoartbli dlrttllaa: North*wat1 


GEMINI tU hm—U Mf\ 
This IS not a good waak for 
jQ Outmattman Oo not taka 
hasty daasiertt or amtark 
—J on naw projacit Gut tfnt it 
a lavourabla waek lor thoaa ampioyad m 
sarvices. A promotion cannot ba ruled 
out. For those m love, a word of adv>ca: 
do rtol pay heed to nimours and avoid 
disputes with your oalovad. Your health 
will worry you throughout the waak 
Gaad dalti: 23. 24 and 26 
Lucky Rumbart: 5. 6 and 9. 

Favturablt dirtchoa: North. 


Ltto m iu n uu^m 
jQgp^*y^8af)TWiia4waafcofmatad 
/^fortunai. MWy you wH 
&j}w 'a ^ b acks but thaaa 
btf7arif»0 ahouU not daiar you from 
taking impoftant daoaiona. Do not heel* 
tata to eenault your aldari particularly f\ 
mattars pariaming to buainaas. Tha 
aacond half of toa waak wkl ba pardcuiar* 
ly favourabto and hence you shouio 
make tha moat of 4 Avoid aoctolWng and 
pueh your vanturas Ihrou^. 

Gaad dM; 22. 24 and 28. 

LMlqr am$9r$: 2. 4 and 8 
Fseaifsira dlrartUt: South 

S WHO (II Iaplatobar-t4 
Octobar) Suecasa in ak your 
ventures is a certainly ms 
week. Fdendt and reiakves 
Ml prove to be particularly 
helpful You wiN atoo come m coMeet wMh 
eminent persona Oo not enter into un- 
rtoceaaery dispuies with them tor you 
may uMae thav influence toier. The 
fmenctel front wM remain bngnt but curt 
eKtravagance Thia ia aiao a good phase 

rOf fWffOvmtOnt. 

Oead datar 29. 28 and 27. 

Laeky neetoart: 2. 8 and 8. 

FavavriSla dHactlas; Noith-a ea t. 

B lum fU Octabar —h 
H apafnbar) Thia weak you 
may come m for severe 
chticiam from your am* 
plovers. Exaroae restramt 
In de al ing with such a aNueiion Gut tha 
domtsbc fitnl wM ram«n peaceful your 
c hitdran or near ones wdl etiesi tecogm* 
tion. This phase *s also good tor 
bu si na ss man—they should embark on 
new protects. 

Sesd dflas: 24. 26 M 28 
Laeky aiiAbara: i, 3 artd 9 
Fsvoanbta dNs dl a a : West 


S tAGITTARlUl (IB Dtcam- 
bas—14 Thia waak 

may drove to ba a difAoult 
one. You may have lo face 
certain mats arto ihbuia* 
Bona. You may also fak mto Ananclal 
drfhculbes, ao irmch so that you may 
have to incur debts. Businesamen ara 
advised not to embark on any specula* 
tiva vanturas. Husbands and wivaa 
ahouid guard e 9 air>si deception. Taka 
care of your health. 

GaM dates; 29. 26 m 2 S. 

Laeky aamb m : 1. 5 and 8. 

Favaeribls diradton: North. 

CAPRICORN (16 Jsiinr>>-14 
^Hlraary) Jhm waak may 
6 ^'^»ba a period of mMad tor* 
tunes. Evaryihtog may rwi 
/I ba paaoaim on me domaa* 
uc from. Huabands, your chiMrao may ba 
demanding. You ara advised to check 
extravagance and not to lose your tom* 
per. You art advtsad to be more patleni 
In deahngs with your family members. 
Gustoasamen. do not make any (rath 
inv est ments 

Gead diiar 23. 24 and 27. 

Leaky esaibart; 9, 6 and 7 
Fasiaribls dicacitoa: Easi. 

AQtlARlUl (18 Fsbrsary—14 
I Marsk) This may not ba a 

favourabla weak for you. 
r Your inands may not ba 

LjfciJ'CJ helpful, even your rafaiives 
era Kkaiy to desad you in your hour of 
r>aad. Profaeaionaia, a current protect or 
easignmant may prove cumbersome A 
change in profession is Hktfy Taka care 
of your health. On the domaalic front, bed 
times are aigriified 
Geed datos; 22. 23 and 28 
Lady DMibais; 2. 4 and S 
Ftvaerabla lireettoa; South west. 


CANCER (16 Jtly--14 Aa* 
^ ^ week of 

^Wj^ji/rmKed fortunes. You may 
have Iha ^porlunity of 
meeting more people, m* 
eluding influential ones: so use them to 
your advantage. Your health may poee 
problems. For those ki govemm^. set* 
vice, promoitons are m me offing Gut you 
are advised not to get into disputes with 
youe supenors. 

Oeed dsfti: 25. 27 and 26. 

LBCty asfflbars; i. 7 and 8. 

Ftvaiirabla dlracttofi: South*west. 


a 8C0RPl0 (16 Nemabtr^U 
Oesaiibav) This « a favour* 
able week lor business* 
men. Professionals may 
have to itoderteke tours 
this weak A good waek Mf edisis and 
academics. A ecmpiex problsm mey 
beisoguer you bid do not toae heart. A 
promoboh le ihety tor those in govern* 
mant service. This n tiso a favourabia 
week tor meaiiege arto oegenebons 

Gaad dates: 22. 25 «to 28. 

Lecky tomber s : 9. 4 and 6 
FavearsWs dtrsebia: South east 


nT\ fl8CES(tSMsreh—tdAprfl) 

Financially, this may not be 
a favourabto week for you. 
Businessmen, you are 
advised not to make any 
fretf> mvestmsnis Domestic affairs may 
create problems You may irwur loans 
*n>l8 IS a trying weak where success is 
sun fsr away. Avoid making hasiy deci* 
sione-^ou are advised to consul your 

elders before teking any action. 

Gasd dalts. 22. 27 and 26. 

Laeky ntnikan: 7. 8 and 9. 

Fsvoarsbto dlraetlpfi; South*wrast. 


For Hiaia bant aa Frldiyt: Moat of you are endowed w<ih a oomplax 
nature. On the one hand, you are vary devoted to youf wA«a. or> 
the other hand ypu mey indulge m exire*mahtai eftoirs. This 
dichetomy in your dtoposnion does not eesify gam you Menda 


Moat of you are patrona of iha arta**^ you tova muac. books and 
the theatre There to also consioerabto poiemiai in you lor 
beoomng doctors, aelenbsts. poirtictons or lawyers. For those m 
seycti of bndea. girte bom on Bundeys or Thursdays are ideaf. 







STEREO TWO-IN-ONE 

The only portable Stereo Radio Cassette Recorder with 

•'Stereo>wide' effect • 4-b«id radio 
« 7 watts stereo power 

• 3 LED in^cators 



have emerged leaden 
through 17 years in the electronics bush 


ness. 

Now 


..bn ne yo u Stereo Two-in- 

Ones. Results of the latest Japanese tech> 
nology. Offerirvg you out-of-the ordinary 
listening pleasure. At a highly compedlive 
price. 

Ten Super Conveniences: 

• 4 band Radio FM/ MW/ SW,/ 

SW, 

7 watts 

Guarantees far* 
apart sound from 
c lose ly'positksned 
speakers, for true 
stereo effect 

Cnsunng distor- 
Uori'free audio 
reproduction at 
high volurr^e l^els 

Facilitating easy 
location of parti' 
cular tape selec* 
tions 


PoNver Output 

Stereo-wide 

Effect 


Mechanical 

Pause 

Automate 

Shut-off 

One-touch 

Recording 

AODCOperabon 

Headphone Jack 


E nablmg temporary 
stops while record¬ 
ing or listcnirig 
Preventing damage 
or stretching of 
cassettes 

Requiring only the 
record key to be 
pressed 

Increasing portabi¬ 
lity 

For private 
listening 


2 * 120 mm 
Speakers 


Ubel-up Cassette 
loading 


msaiion 


Street 


Central Marketing Or 
ePl Centre. 32, Cb 
Bandore S60 001 

Telephone: S2321/2/6, SS217 
Cable: PHISIIAB Telex; 0645-511 


BPL 2-in-1.Big on sound, small on price. 
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BOMBAY: Caft a member tleep or 
snore in the House? This minieuine 
question figured during ih«.' i>roceeii> 
ings of (he state Assembly on the 
concluding day of its budget session on 
22 A^il when an oppoiiiion member. 
Pendurang Fundkar (JPK drew the 
Chair's attention to a ''snonnc*' Con- 
gresstJ) legislator. Babanrao Dhakne 
ij?) told the chairman Thai it was 

K sible to sieal a nap in the House, 
how could a member snore? Chair 
man I. T. Mahajan said. “No member 
can sleep or snore in the House. But 
once 0 member is asleep, he cannot be 
expected to stop snoring.* And ihe 
laughter that followed Mahajan's rul¬ 
ing made the "snoring” member 
"woke up" to the realities of the 
House—Dar7v<Kam Neikhup Hansing, 
Bombay) 

JAISALMER: Ram Singh wanted 
somebody to write a small poem for 
him in praise of the beloved Prime 
Minister. But like him, all other 
labourers working in the Rajasthan 
canal construction work did not know 
either to read or write and so his 
dream of presenting a poem in prai^ 
of Mrs Indira Gandhi could not be 
fulfilled. Ram Singh was determined 
to give something to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter as a gift. Undaunted, the illiterate 
labourer approached the Prime Minis¬ 
ter when she neared him on her in- 
.spectron visit of the canal construction 
work near Ganliali village on 2S April 
19S3. Ram Singh made bold to present 
a blank sheet of white paper which he 
had preserved for a poem in her 
praise. A visibly moved Mrs Gandhi 
received the “real gift* to be pre¬ 
served as a memento of her visit— 
Indian EMpress (P, Haridas. Vi¬ 
jayawada) 

BOMBAY: Apparently helpless in the 
absence of leak^e of questioo papers, 
and due to stricter vigilance agaipst 
copjnng this year, two Bombay uni¬ 


versity s redan n hR epos an ent ir ely 
new appreecb in tbair attempt to en¬ 
sure n i ccees in the examinailM. Their 
^ans. have however, gone awry; oee is 
poorer by Rs 100 atw the otb^ by Rs 
^ and both face disciplinary action. 
According to authoritative university 
sources, e hundred rupee note was 
fouad pinned to the inner pages, of a 
P.Y.B.A. answer paper rn “Com¬ 
munication skills in English'* and two 
20 rupee notes were attached to two 
separate sections of a F.Y.B.Com, 
matheatatics paper. The university has 
uken a serious view cd the matter, 
which will come vp before the unfair 
means coouaitiee and may even be 
reported to the pt^ice, the source said. 
Tm unvalued papers, with the curren- 

3 notes attached, are now in custody 
the officer on social duty iot 
exatpiniiioo. Mr D. T Joseph. IAS. 
How the currency notes attached pap¬ 
ers reached the examiners, escaping 
the attention of invigilators and super¬ 
visors real tins a punie—Indian Ex¬ 
press $. Raju. Bombay) 

ERODE: Angamuthu (S7) of Erode, 
who climbed the lOO-foot flash light 
lower at (he railway goods yard here 
on 2S April and refused to come down, 
was brought down by the fire service 

t ersonnef who cajoled him and told 
im he would be given Rs SO as 
demanded by him to visit Delhi to 
meet the Prime Minister. Later he wav 
handed over to the l^lice. It is said 
that the railway offiiiaU requested 
Angamuthu to climb down the tower. 
When persuasion failed, the yard 
staff informed the fire service person 
nel. The police are trying to find out 
whether Angamuthu is mentally un¬ 
sound or a trickster —Hindu iH. Venk- 
atesan, Tinichinipaili) 

MOT1HAR1: Motihari cititens witnes 
sed a procession on 23 April when 
more than 100 Bihar university and 
Intermediate Council examinees para¬ 
ded the main stiects demanding free 
use of unfair means at examinaiions. 
They wne shouting slogans. “Expe/ 
keranewjfe professor murdabad 
(Down with (he professor who expels 
(he examinees) ” They also appealed 
to examinees and students to attend a 
meeting in chalk out ways and means 
to use unfair mean^ without being 
expelled—Indian Nation (Satish Pra¬ 
sad Hunger) 

HOSANAGAR: A reverse trend of un- 
touchabiliiy is being practised at 
Algerimandry village id tne taluk, it is 
learnt. Most wells in the area are dry 
except (hose existing in the barijan 
area. The hanjans are preventihgpeo 
pie belor^ng to other castes from 
taking drinking water from the wells. 
The villagers have requested Mr Patel 
Carudappa Gowda. TDB president, to 
intervene in the matter—Deccan 
Herald (P. Snpalhi Rao. Udupi) 


vWllf|Wlv(Mllfl)Ulf 

“Election duty* (in Aasam) meant 
not ensuring a free and fair poll 
but merely making sure that the 
B, 00 Dodd officers, probationers 
and others who had been airlifted 
for polling duty did nor suffer any 
incoDvenience, much less any 
bruises—Amn Sbourie in indie 
Today 



If today Mrs Gandhi is grooming 
her son Rajiv Gandhi to be her 
successor, it a not because she 
regatdv him as one most qualified 
for the job, but because he is the 
only person m her party whom 
she can trust—LK. Advani 

1 think we are the greatest pro¬ 
centre state that can m in India— 
farnoq Abdullah, chief minister 
of Jammu and Kashmir 

Continuity of the old leadership is 

I tone. I am perhaps the last link 
eft—S.A. Dange, general secret¬ 
ary of the All India Communist 
Party, in Indian Express 

In my association with the Con¬ 
gress. I have never encouraged 
any factionalism...! don't want to 
wrt as the messiah of anv fac¬ 
tion—Priya Ranjan Das Munshi in 
Current 

To enter Tamil Nadu is to enter 
the tmse) world in which the hero 
lives a segregated life, away from 
the ordinary artistes and extras— 
S. Sahay in Statesman 

We cannot expect to create a 
utopia...As long as man lives on 
earth, he will love human beings, 
he will kill human beings, he will 
fight and he will be friendly— 
Zia-iil Haq. on the arms race in 
South Asia 

1 always fall in love while I’m 
working on a film...What worries 
me IS that when these loves die. 
they hardly leave traces on me, I 
wonder why I don’t suffer—Nas* 
tassia Kin SKI in Time 





Opni) lip Q whuln riuw world of iinaxli^ation for your child. A world oC w'armlh aiui 
lovn. Of oftrinK mul h haring. Of playing and loan»in«. Of izrowiiip and di VKlopln«- A world of fi u. 
lauKhter and happiness. 

That's th« promlHtr of L«i>. Toys of a kind never 
Indore avallahlo in Imlia. Toys Hint are OusiRnad lo dolishl. 
anmsH, yet c(iu(.atn your child . cahir lo his cruativo iKK*ds 
Altractivcj. sturdy, yot safe lo play with. In an evnr Krovvlnj; 
raoK^ - pre-Bchfud. cducalional. anion, puttie* and Kotnas. 

Lou Toys. They cnuld bocoroe your child's boal 

friend. Today. 


^ Hr>'iibhl ht \in: 

^Blow Plast Lt( 1. 

■ m B<uNn HI4^ tu^U\4ntMyiS 


C'if'’oi>r AcSs* BP.i26 F 62 







GiHE summ" mEiEfrr sEenoM 



iOtMUOtMt 

MjKumsrU^ jiui 
turned 5S. Recently, 
he even got the Pedoia 
Ehushen Award. At a func¬ 
tion held in Banulore to 
felicitate him, the turnout 
was incredible. Even Raj 
Kumar who is used to a 
great deal of adulation 
was really overwhelmed 
by the spectacle of mam¬ 
moth crowds cheering him. 

S artira and Farveen fiafu 
are chain smokers. 
Their ngaretle*habit fame 
has spread far and wide 
When they come down to 
Madras for shooiing^ne 
witnesses sume really in* 
teresting scenes, fn be* 
tween takes the producers 
fall over each other to give 
canons of agareties to the 
lovely ladles from Bombay. 

R umour mongers have 
it that J^ysprada is 

S ettingmarrieo to a north 
ndian. Apparently, the 
fact chat her rival 
Uyaavdha is able to ba* 
lance her career and home 
might have convinted her 
Javdsudha's marriage toan 
<»|J flame haa m no way 
adversely affected her 
ciireer. And so now 
perhaps Jayaprada is rvas 
sored that she need not 
give up her career when 
xhe decides to gec married. 


amesh Sippy rShoiav 
5haon. Shakti) refuses 
to talk about his new film. 
Saagiu, the first romantic 
story he is directing with 
Rixhi Kapoor and Dimph, 
who are joining hands for 
t he first time after the 
memorable Bobby. 

Ramesh reporieiily had 
Mime problems with Dim 
pie who IS shooting <ifter 
more than ten years. He 


was shooting some pas¬ 
sionate scenes in the rain 
which made Dimple very 
uncomfortable for she is 
no longer ih« giggling 
teenager shv was in Bob* 
by. But soon the actress in 
her got the better of her 
real self and after the first 
day's shooting "Dimple 
carried herself very well 
and it was almost like the 
old times,"a friend said. 


I ^he hot and bitchy war 
I X between Bindu and 

! Ka}pana /ver is over Kal- 
pana is the winner and 
Bindu has settled down to 
playing the ''frustrated 
miJdle-ajted vamp or the 
widow with sex on her 
mind" in a number of 
films* 

F or those who said 5/ffli 
could only talk about 
making a film or dream 
about It, there is news. 
Siifii is all set to start her 
first film, Rukh*ar.Simi 
has fiot the busy writer, Dr 
Rahi Masoom Kara to 
write she dialogue. 
According to the writer*hi: 
has received many chat* 
lengmg scripts but Ihc imv 
he has received from Simi 
is "so touching and so 
different that it really 
challenged the writer in 
me. I cannot afford to give 
anything but the best io it. 
If I fail as a writer in Simi's 
subjcci 1 don't think I 
would like to he called h 
writer." Simi is already in 
America deciding loca* 
tionsand once they are 
finalised SImi'v unit 
{MUhun Chakrahorty. Far* 
veen Bahi. Marc Zuhrr 

andAnnooraJhtu the 
grand daoghm of A.NiioJt 
Anmari will join her Simi 
wanted to d<i the movie 
with Vinod Khanna «i long 
time ago. The film will he 
shot at one stretch. 





b7mi a dream realised 


S anka is easily the most 
talked about actress in 
the film world. She gets ail 
the sympathy she de 
serves Sarika.whndedi* 
cated her life to her 
mother, one day after a 
quarrel just left home in 
whatever she was wearing, 
got into her car and drove 
off leaving all heFbelong* 
Ing^ everything she 
had—and never went back 
home again. There are 
many stories making the 
rounds. Some of them are 
wild stories but Sarike re¬ 
fuses to be drawn into any 
controversy. She has now 
moved into a one-room 
apartment as a paying 
guest and has siariedlife 
all over again. Sarika is 
accepting every role that 
comes her way and the 
only good thing that seems 
to have happened is love 
and Karan kapoor. 







20 packages to choose from! 


Rs. 300 

For 3 day«/2 nishu 

Hoiet Madur» Aihok. M*dur«i 
BKarAipur Fot«$t Lod^. BhvArpur 
Kanha Safain Lodv. MuJtki 
KaatfForvtr Lody, Kartraiw 
Sawn Form Lodoe. $«wi» Gr 


Rs. 350 

For 3 days/2 nights 

Hoi«^ AkJrAf> 9 abMl Ashok, Auransabad 
Hoi«< Paiahpurra A»hok. ^ina 

Rs. 400 

For 3 davs/2 nights 

Hotel Kh^raho Aahok, KhafUfaho 
Temple 6^ Aat>ok Beach Resort. 
MahabeSpuram 

Rs. 450 

For 3 dayV2 nights 

Hotel GalaKV Ashoh. Agra 
Herd Jaipur A«hoh, Jo^ 

Hold Veranaei Aahok. VartAad 
Hold Kalnsa Aehok. ehubaiMMr 


Rs. 600 

For 3 days/2 nights 

UIrtha Mahal Palace Hotd. Hyiera 

Rs. 700 

For 4 days/3 nights 

Laarva NAIa$ Palace Hold. Udapur 

Rs. 1500 

For 6 days/5 nights 

Hold Pineuood Aahok, Shdooi 
Kit diin Aahoh Beach Retort. Ko ilam 


Free eccommodtiieii lor two 
cMUrew ui«der twelve. 

Price lachidefc Air c aedi tl oaed 
ftnidila roeae A brcalifatt tor two. 


Local ia««e eetra. 

Discount 

10% special ^seouni wi a b carle 
rwlft. Moderately priced that nwals 
dio ottered. 


Offer Viihd upto 
I5ih Ociohi'r. 1^^ ^ 


Odhi fQutab) — Agra - MptM 
BareptoR ~ Mysore ^ Haneo 
Calcvna — Varerww ^ Patna 


The 
Ashok 
Croup 

MiaibrsHiheddduin _ 

lndaTbufhmP cwl Qp m entCoq>orjtkw(^ 

•OeH Td3W070 Telei 031 MM Borrta' Td tCTP Taka Ql.Mj?! 

I Cjtaki 2MMS CaUn TOUSSM « 


Asp/rroc 
















Sitor/x^TiH 

BUckqolO 


by GoACinny and Udorzo 


ATVitROMAN 
F/fOCUMTOA'J ^CAC6 


PtSm \ 0UTi\9t MV 

'Al.VAL*Tr.S5yh. 1 n«nwiy,Mv pe^a puaaci,- 

* ' COUUPNTCAM UCSS 

mtV'VC MAPivOpO Z M/HAT TMFV ti/i • 

^ fif^rr rrmr A ' ^ 


/msM//fp 
STO^H'AfMm 
MtSMMPSrhi 
WHOun^‘ 


m$AMWHtU 



^iNp 'Asn/nx 
ANO ^€UX AAi 6oan/0 70 
3C BACK ON BOAAO SHI A, AMO 
WHiN They oows'C!^ is 

tVAl 7rNS> tNI 7N QU! 7W A 
AeCiAnON COMM 17m ’ 


\ PlONTMtANTHAT: tt 
MAMS ME SICK ID THINK 
OFTHeKACiAlOlSCaiM*^ 
NAT)ON PAACTl$€pASAIKSr 
SOARS IM THIS CO\J*fTnYL 


I AMIMtStO wm W^TM MAP 
S€A NASASAUTCOimwrSK*nMeS 
MOW THAN THATCf PTHfRSMS.ANP 


JUSTKOATSPNTDP? 
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of FtocMk M • inilnp ar a wdm m oi 
m mid M m«fe« off th« dHlwon c* . In 9m 
pa*t A* Ca>di iMm h«d «Kw»v« b«M 
fotfwr n» hfwy. 

In Mr owch MamU (ht SoM Ur4on, 
wMeh M lorn Sj-lf FttcM wm iha 
HMn0 iMre virtA M ^culew l wB ap«<Tacui*' 
w*i oif«r Polu^MvAr. «"• of ti« mo«l 
hf W f W otffiM of nftiel* OfwnpM. and 
A «M Mil me Ae «ve«ind mm 9m vary 
•hidBihfl ^ ' •vaimi in whteh his 


WHtm: MMMVikv mack: FtMhnIfe 
QuMA’a Indbn Oafance 
Ueaina tMS 

1 MHtM aMttJ 2 P>-Oi4 P-<2M 
3 H-M ^RJ 4 P>-4(N3 R^M3 

t a-iaa a-ni • cm> a-K2 

7 A434 9 CuP «M>5 

• A-QI P-OR3 to P-43M3 Oll-a2 

t1 M4 a-*l1 

The Meal InaaM. MiiQrnJ le amd ro 
. 0-0 11 R-R3 H-M 12 i>>K8 wlA 


Potu940w»lcy fWhrteJ to mo«« 


One of (It# ouwanAng oarformancn of Aa 
Cnen Ciivfnp<a4 iaan« wfweh teoR ilia aHvar 
madai in iweamt waa iha aa«formanea on 
Ihwd board of Uibo Ftaahnth. ona of a rWnd 
oanaraiiwi of roMo^ Ciacn piav«r»> 

TAa Ciacha nave aiwaya bad iha midaua 
of a atrand natiOAai laam wiA Hon and 
Smajfcai at iho halm but ii waa iha >nKai 


12 0-M2 0-0 19 R-QI 

S oma Hal db»»namQ i » a now ioaa in 
peaMan hlora cemmonV 8lKk puts iht 
rook m 081 angfine lor a taelcal P-QN4 
braak 

14 P-0MM2 18 0-K3 QII-91 
18 0-ft2 

Aa tm oFian happen, Wh *ta aaama w ba 
ttMdfc foi a pUn apamai 9m hadpahov 
tarmatton, anablMip tiack to aaoa iha 
whiadM 


18 . . . H~M 17 8-KII3 P-KMl 
A move of rare Qualtiv Ulba could WhHa 
hma ftuapaetad rha waafeaninp conaa- 
Quaneaa of hta Ian mova lalmAg lo pfav 
A- 84 wilheut being ddlurbad 9f fha rapiv 
N|4>-liSI, vat tha gama Kowa oulia 
kigi c aiSp from hare lo lia dramaric eon* 
eluaion 

18 P-M Ri-NS 19 W-B3 P-04I 

20 tPaP P.«8l 

Cla a ei e plav, wndarmining Whita'a dafarcM 
on lh» Mack iQuaraa and eraadng a variarv 
of tacikal Ihraala. tha worai bainq 21 ... 
8^84 * and If 22 R.R2 Pkp4 or 22 K-R1 
N*M' 

21 NaF HmH 22 PaN QaP 

23 PiP AaP . 24 9-R8 9 >4i 

28 K-4l1(DIAailAM1 N-R4II 

A real ihundorbolt, Whita haa no ChOica bvl 
10 1«U II. 

28 QaN 0-N8I 

Uavmg WhM# no good dafanca re Aa rwo 
ma ling AraatiQiB and OkRP Tha point of 
9m itnKjnr dacov waa to ramova iha lalaral 
auaan dafanca 2T Bid QxP< 28 O 82. 

27 N-Q8 

Tha only mova 10 coMlnut th# gama but 
All «Ae maaia with a ipaciacular rafvia- 


27 . . . PaP 28 H-K8t OxBi M 

28 iUQ R-074 90 Raa*gna 

It fl mata after 30 K N3 ft>N ; . 31 K 04 
R.bl« 


MICHAEL 8TEAN 



2r«e Jannartran a raff book. Fmd iha Mia* 
laliaa iGolianer (6 951. haa oaan vary well 
randarad m Cngliah bv Hugh Kafaav. Tha 
formula <a a good ona a fairfv rmmaf 
aaquanea of pTav ’t ihown. and ovartaaf 
on* or two of tha rtafanafva aarda art 
changad and iha raadar aaaa that hla hna 
*a« not tha bail Cwia t^nla rhyming titJaa 
are attachfd ro ir>a rwo a aciio na * m thia 
eaaa Sour Play and Powai Ptay 


■hOuM gwa himaad Iha addniena* chance 
of tha nacaiaary nlda m haarta 

Ma ahoufd win tha feaa ttiM m dummy and 
HM 9 5, f airwt g whan Caaa hoida aueh ai 
fFHaorOaerAOji 


Thia hand m mora cbfhcuh. 


Pta>af South Gama ah 
A * s a a 

9 i 

0 4 T • 

A * k J 10 4 

4Q;42 N 883 

9K|fl3 uu c 9 072 

b i 10 J ® • 04 5 3 

A83 9 A»Ta4 

J to 4 
A J 1044 
K 4 2 
0 / 


A ■ f 8 

9 4 3 

4 a 

AAR04442 

AO 14 42 N AJt84 

9 7$ UWr 948? 

4 03 14 4 3 ' 4 4 144 

A IQ» 9 A J I 

A A a 

90 3 10484 

4 44} 

Afa 


j 


South piaya m ONT and Waal iaaM tha 
Jack Of diamonds In tha hrvi run-throvgh 
South wins with 4 K and with Itw aid of 
Iha aoeda fmoaaa rum rwalva incto. Suu* 
caas. but waa it wall olaybd’ IRi. South 


P laying at Sa Nairn. SdvA wma Aa 
diamand laad. rvlTa a Aamend lotwnf lo 
A A. and ruffa brtoihat dAmorgi Attar Rir«g 
of icadai and a tpada ruff ha gnda up a 
tnimp and takaa a bow 

Thai waa Tuad Play Do you ac« tha 
ir>i0irad Play? Tha pe*ni la that whan Eaai 
eemaa M wtth 9 K ha might ba aUo lo 
>atuin a aasgAren ciiib, Indung tha Had in 
dumnsy. h is banas Mby *0 cMh onrtop 
dub 



Tha pOfiratt Of E(haa*d V on thia Barbuda 
alamo - ona of • kmg aartaa portraying 
Pritiah monarcha - m bMtd on an Hlumlna* 
4jn m tha Dkiaa daa PhUoaophaa . a 
mansipcrlpt iranalatad by Carl Rivafi 
andprbttadln 1477 by WiMam Canon. Tha 
Niumirwtion Shows tha airt and tha pnntar 
praiant^ng a copy of lhair booh to tha boy's 
fathar. Cdward iV 


TMENCE REESE 


C.W. HIU 


QUESTIONS 

I Ndmp Ifie strait lhal conngcis ft>4 
^90 S48 and thd Inchao Ocean 

2. in Gr44K friylhatogv, who was 
Acamas" 

3. Whal is Ihe poini of asaociavon 
Mtvredfi one nerve C4ii and artofber 

caiieOT 

4 Who were the Asian memoeta of the 
South Eaai Asia 1 reaty Ordameaiion 
(SEATO), that expireo on 1 Jufy. 

8. In fnuaie< whai does poiytonaMy 

mean? 


€ ki tftg 12th century, soidier knights, 
called Tgmpfars, were orgaotaed 
eofefy for protecting pdgnrns or rhgir 
KXfmeymg lo and from Jerustfem. 
How dfd they gel thee namgl 
7 What was rhe peculiar leslure of the 
Royalists> (he party mm supported 
Chertes I of Sngim'' 

9 Where would you And the Bad Lands? 
9 Whal is the orderly of a capUm 
caM? 
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I (fkeio g^lanu of yof« siw^ys fMv« a founts uUe confotmo^ |7) 

5 Acco««ni g.l$ *rm to cUSi> tonOty 

10 To rago mM Moms to prooiico on cooiir (Sj 

II Sl'on^y l Clio Ot»n 10 1)0 impfOCtiCOl (10) 

12 SUtM 900S mt wrong wov for Ihf dorgymon (6| 

O Sooms V*9 Oriof Me como• Mt. spoohing ol moM onsoctftbto por«li 
(A) 

14 Ogio wolor to got tn»s bioom<r« »u(« igi 


l« Botongtng to S OOCOOo' FroqvonOy (A) 

>7 Sounito tM in*s oroi«tf< itoo door sof (6r 

19 Ronco vOOr vnyigly io IRam itBO iHgf* oMoorr (91 
2% Do ihoM wm* laho piaco ot 0 snng? tfii 

24 A iTiAon *0 tt)o btaho to (ol oft 

» lr>«ort Mo’ Whof Koubto. lo Ixto th« U'idqo (10; 

27 A smai biooeBuokor to co«r ttie msHro^s. A $•«»<$ (4> 

2 H IlMs 20s gvl $oon» *i a hs<y |7) 

29 too wvto mOo turtulorvo. to lad. «wav |7) 

DOWN: 

2 la* A AX1 w4d >toa anto rMher (7f 
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4 Vi«iw atohi iatM<iarw>« a«to go* • bitd cad 17) 
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J WdA fiodry auan to to-arrang. cards'* (9) 

0 nc'* Trouble say Conlucus (/) 

9 Tno poo* cf lb« RaCraat sooitis to f)av« iiod muTi an attiludo r 

IS Wator orgaoisaO-'to get sometoing sTiopoly'' (4. 3 C) 

18 iha garmant >6 apparontiy to bo worn Iasi 17] 
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SPENDING IS saving. That is 
Keynesian economics. But Orissa*s 
CM Janaki BaJUv Patnaik is not 
Keynes and he presumably believes 
that muney not spent is saved. And 
he has saved quite a tidy packet— 
to be precise, Rs 82 cnires, I rum the 
funds the government uf India pro* 
vided f(»r flood and drought relief 
operations in the state. As he did 
not spend the money, the grant 
iapseu while large parts of the state 
are yet to get over the havoc caui^ed 
by floods last November. And if the 
present pace of relief work is any 
indication, the agricultural land 
damaged by the floods will take at 
least two years to be of any pruduc- 
tiv.e use. But then who cares about 
the farmers or those poor people 
affected by the floods or drou^tht? 
The elections are still a year away. 


JB Parnjik. short sight Hi 


Jyoti S4iu. uneapecred ctwrreey 


CIVILIAN officers in the defence 
ministry and the top brass of the air 
force seem to be fighiirtg a running 
battle over the promotion of an air 
force officer looking after air sa/e> 
ty. During the tenure of this officer, 
more than 80 aircraft of the Indian 
air force met with accidents. This is 
not all. In April when an lAF heli* 
copter crashed into the snow near 
Len. Ladakh, only one of the four 
occupants died on impact. And 
guess what happened to the other 
three? They were frozen to death. 
Reason: the helicopter did not have 




COURTESY is at premium these 
days among politicians. In an 
atmosphere where dog eats dog the 
railway minister,A B.A Cham Khan 
Choudhury, went out of his way to 
see that his arch political rival in 
his home stale, West Bengal, the 
Marxist chief minister Jyoti Basu. 
was not inconvenienced when he 
arrived in Delhi for talks with cen* 
tral leaders early this month. Mr 
Basu*s problem was that he had had 
a mild heart attack recently and 
was advised against travelling by 
air. The alternative was to travel by 
the Raidhani express. But when Mr 
ChoudWylearTicof this he ordered 
a special salon to be attaahed to the 
Kalka Mai] and sent a message 
saying tbat Mr Basu should travel 
in that salon. The CM accepted the 
offer for the Rajdhani express ter¬ 
minates in one of the distant (dat* 
forms (because of the train's 
length) in New Delhi station and he 
would have to walk some distance 
to reach his car The salon was 
detached at Delhi station and was 


the essential survival pack. So after 
the crash, the three survivors, in 
stead uf wailing near the helicopter 
for the rescue team lo come, de 
cided to walk through the snow to 
safety. Their bodies were later 
found at distances ranging between 
three and seven miles from the site 
of the crash. Even if they had 
waited near the site uf the crash 
they would have been frozen. But 
the bosses in the air force think the 
lAF was safe m this officer's hands 
and want him to be promoted. 
That's camaraderie. 


brought hy another engine to the 
VIP platform at New Delhi so that 
Mr Basu could hoard his car <m 
alighting from the train. Hadn't Mr 
Choudhury vowed lo drown the 
Marxists of West Bengal in the Bay 
of Bengal? 


S r IP the Uttar Pradesh State Electric* 
ity Board (UPSEB) is to be be* 
fieved, then each of the cinema 
houses in the state, on an average, 
receives daily power supply for two 
hours and 48 minutes oniy But the 
$22 cinema halls in the state run on 
an average for 13 hours evety day. 
Where do they get the rest ot their 
power from.? Agd if they do, who 
pays? The answer is obvious^no 
one hills them for a large oart of 
their consumption. From the UP* 
BKB's tigures.it seems that every 
day. each cinema hall consumes 
puwer for 2.81 hours, which roughly 
works out to two hours and 4$ 
minutes. So, hy the grace of some 
officials, the cinema halls in the 
state pay for hardly a fourth uf 
their actual power consumption. 

SWRAJ PAUL'S' ~ 

NEXTXARGET_ 

P^XPATKIATK Indian businessman 
Swraj Paul whose usual beats, as he 
says, iire Delhi and Calcutta, seems 
to be spreading his net wide. After 
DCM and Escorts of Delhi, he has 
cast his eyes on Bombay and in* 
chided in his list are three Bombay* 
based corporate giants; Larsen xnd 
Touhro. a professionally managed 
company founded by two Danish 
engineers, manufacturing switch 
gears and other industrial service 
equipment; Mahindra and Mahin* 
dra. manufacturing Willys jeeps: 
and Premier Automobiles, the 
manufacturers of Fiat cars in India. 
Grapevine has it that even after 
finance minister Pranab Mukher 
jee assured the Parliament that the 
governmoni would not let any non* 
resident hold more than five per 
cent of the shares in any Indian 
company and that the financial in* 
atitutiuns holding the bulk of the 
shares in most Indian companies 
would generally support the promo- 
r ters or their families if they were 
I running the coropaiues well, Swraj 
I Paul does not appear to be worried 
I at alJ. Is it possible that Paul knows 
more of the things to come than Mr 
Mukherjee? Or maybe he, like ev* 
^body else, knows that rules are 
made for bending. 

TAILPIECE: At the Cochin session 
of tbe AICCfS). the two centres of 
attraction at the 1976 Cauhati 
AJCC session—(he then Congress 
president, Mr Dev Kanta Barua and 
the then youth Congress president 
Ambika Soni—were present. The 
clock has indeed turned full circle 
for these two leaders who were 
once among the foremost protagon* 
iatl of the slogan: Indira is India. 
D.E. NIZAMUDDfN 
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, One day, our child will 
. haveanice 


i 


wedding like this. 
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Because one day starts today 
Step into State Bank right away 
The Recurring Deposit Scheme 
for your dream. 


Our only dsughter. WhAl can we 
with for her hut health asd happinesa 
and a good man who will look 
after her like we have done. What 
can we give her but a nice wedding 
reception like the one our friend 
Gaoe$h had for his daughter. 

But then every one can't have a 
moneybag for a father. Not that 
Oancih it a rnoneybag. I aiked 
Qanethi just how m had managed. 


managed. 


Ganeth told me that when hit 
daughter Sunita wat as old at our 
little girl, be had opened a Savings 
dank Account with Sute Bank. 

The Manager advised him to 
withdraw some money and pul it 
into a Recurring Deposit Account. 
Even Rt. 20 a month can grow fetter 
than you ever dreamed. Would you 
imagine Rt. 50 deposited eveiy 
month will become Rt. 10.116 in 
10yean. And Rt. lOOa month 
Rs. 12,636 in 7 years. 


When your deposit maiuret. it 
certainly won't be liny. You'll then 
be able to give your little girl the 
nicest wedding in town. 

Slate Bank Recurring Deposit Scheme. 
Little by liiile your savings grow 
bigger and bigger. 




State Bank 

SecLirty B 0 vk«rm feetno 


CHAirnA.sauiooi 
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because it was precious. 
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VJow;give your face the same 




Era$niic Supreme. 

The blade the diarT>ond edge that captures 

the essence of closeness. 

Telling you that you're precious and that it 
cares for your face. 

Erasmic Supreme. 

Crafted to the mirHilest detail, tempted, 
^pound er>d honed to perfection, pokshed mrtd 
^ally Teflon coated fv a flawless RniaK 

Ns time you gave yourself die same — forever 


S 


krasmic wupreme 

^^The blade with the diamond 














prestige 



Th9 SyMm a •uniqu* dmgn 

innovation mat maM pratsura cooi^ n aata 
aa borimo watof AaiotaimaMo^vrfftanjbba^ 
oaaHot oroviOaaa ufa,auc« oulial lor 
wban it raacha i dangatoM lavtt 
Tho GRS makw Iha Now Proshga tho only 
totally aafa proaaura cooha« 




Now dooa ■ «oit? 

All pfoaaura cooaora wae itaam to cook 
food faaio< Somotiinos inofo atoam man 
m neodad buiida up inside (ho cookof 
Under normal conditions ttus la fet off from 
ihe woighi valve on (he top If this vent gets 
clogged with food it could lead lo an eruption 

In the New Prealige^on the rare occasion 
when steam builds up ejicosstvety. 
the GRS enabiea trie rubber pasKet to 
eapand and stFotch out of (he slot and 
let oh the aieem downwards safely 



Gasket Release System 


TlieONa 



Why la dw one 

When you replace e aefety piuo you may get a 
apurtoua one The «nH not work *n an emeraency 
umertunetety you have no way of teHing a eenuma 
from a apunoga aaleiy phig Why take a chance? 
rNf eat Nma MU ro wofM 


No, not at all 
Thefod nothinoto 
reotace AH you do 
once the fleam d fat 
ouldpuahthe 
rubber peaftei beck 
Ato the Net wvOia 
fpoon.ctaan the vent 
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mh laittt wofkws rbbjmng to tier )o^ imd 57of BdmOay s 
60 mils funcbonlrig again, tfia I6mionih*okd Dana Samani-iad 
sstfia has eoNapaad. Mhal anpacf wHi tfm hava on Dana 
Samart. Bombay's most Inbrand Irada unon laadar^ A rapod 
by Shubhabraia Bbattacharya. Piua mtarviaws wiih Dana 
Samanf, Bal Thackray vid Qaorga FamMaa. Faai 11 
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How to» ono miorprM as mun^iacaM a My as Krishna who 
>a noi onty a conaal figura of tfw Vadania and BhiM yo^a. but 
is also tha paradigm of lowara^ KhushunvH Smgh. ai his rwiaw 
of lha book Knahrm 7tm Onww says dial n tfia wohd of 
ad and Hloratura K IB Knafma^ ffia fluta p(s)w and ttia froSc iQwar 
that Is lia moat popular ftgura. ^apifS 
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the lon^r distance 
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{ndian Corporate Evolution, the Shhram 

The 
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muft be ruthkat in tha matlef cf auality, 
wa ima( refnttnbar that uMmal^ 
tha eonaumar ia tha rad maalar 
o{ nduMry and trade. (^1^ 

Tha Shrimii Oreup 


I am my consumer. 

1 understmid her needs. 

A mature Corporation hai tg inttrnalm the 
needi erf it$ coneumert. To pvt them products 
and primary services that 'tntf optimum value for 
their fnortey. 

That’s why DCM textiles. Rath Vanaspati. 

Usha Ians, sewing machirtes and diesel engines. 

Shriram compressors. PVC and fertilscrs are 
brand or Quality leaders m India. 


Like our oltwr products, they are made with 
your needs in mind. 

SVhen a Corporation says 1 am nrw consumer* 
there’s no other way to make a product 


© 

SHRIRAM 

i 1 t>n 

1 H H .1 \\i[U 


SWUM COVOfUTT BRANDS 
«OCS4»Uk»» 




SlflnAM PBODUCT RANGE 

• hidwe ha»i^ • Ciewn OSortdi 

i£w»>Birw« Cifct4tp*» 1h < T <<w Ni ch nw 



Ijri • BwMw 
LM • Ai^C Wm vrf C|bM 
hsShmmCcrrtwi 
l«<U^a CdhM 


- 1 


SVTI 






Carry a ready steady glow 

wherever you go 



EVEREADY 

COMET 


EVEREADY 

COMMANDER 


Eveready Lanterns. The long-light brigade 



I 




Lyall's knows yoa care about yoor family's health 


So we make a wide mnge of 

ayurvedic home remedies to keep your family happy ami healthy 


Tonillv 82 ^ 

Gives you an AppcHte 
(or Living, 



I V • 

IihS 





Are*you always bred ihese days? 
Do you M sluggish, is your 
ai^petite less (han ll usea to be? 
Lyalin Toniliv>a2 is guaranteed to 
take care of all liver complaints. 
Makes you eat better, so that you 
become a happier and healthier 
person. 


Gntvol — 

Fights Discooilort Fast 



Have you ever been in agony 
from gas? Experienced dial 
bleated feeliiu? Solve your 
problems with Caavol. The most 
natural aid to good dlgeftbon. 


Tone-Up Forte 
Energy m (he Mature 
Male 



Has Ufe let you down? Do you 
fed depressed/ fatigued? Lyall’s 
has a aolution thet wlD pick you 
up. Lyall’s Tone^Up Poile la 
creatM ^wUlly for the mature 
male. With 10 rejuvenating 
ayurvedic herbs to renew your 
vigour. To put you in cont^ of 
the situation again. 


It'sag 




1 Ufe with LyaU's 



G U Hrt o m LyaD S C>. Ltd. 

3 Weed StTMt. CAmti 700 016 : 


% •. 
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Makiiif anau 
ot the law 


a sin^lC’Un? fvuerv: “Knw did 
meetmc with Madam Dictaci^r 


W h«n a govarnmant 
whose duty it is to 
enforce the lew de* 
cidee to make excep* 
tions to the rule that 
everyone who breaks the law nusi 
bepwished. it seu a precedent of 
making an ass of the law. The 
temptation to break laws becomes 
irresistible in a climate where law¬ 
breaking has public approval and 
laW'Oiiforcing agencies (the polke) 
do not fuel very enthtisiascic about 
apprehending law breakers. Let me 
give you some instances to prove 
my point. 

During the Emergency thousands 
of people went underground. 
Amongst them were Ceorge Fer 
nandes and his supporters and lead¬ 
ers of the RSS. It was strange that 
both mnnaged to keep tbemseWes 
welMnformed about the Prime 
Minister's movements and people 
who came to nee her At least on 
three occasions leaders, 

against whom warrant of arrest 
had been issued, sauntered into my 
oft ice, fiud coffee with me and strol¬ 
led out leisiirulv into a busy street, 1 
also received tetters from George 

Fernandes commenrinc on my arci* 
eJes. Oner after I had met the Wime 
Minister. I found a letter From him 
with a sin^lcdine nuerv: “Kow did 
yuur meeting with Madam Dictator 
go?" 

George Fernandes made no see* 
ret of his attempt to blow up trains. 
He not only got nway with law- 
bieaking but became a cabinet 
mimsiur. During the Janata regime, 
two youngmen hijacked an Indian 
Airlines plane to compel the gov¬ 
ernment to release Mrs Gandhi, 
They not nnly went $cut free but 
one of them was rewarded by being 
given a seat in the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly. 

Mom be rv of the Dal Khalsa have 
twice hijacked Indian Airlines 
planes. Does it lie cn the mouth of 
the government which exonerated 
a crime committed earlier to now 
demand punishment /or exactly 
similar crimes committed later just 
because (he criminals happen not 
to oe its supporters? By its previous 
actions it has exposed its backside 
to a well-deserved kick from a man 
like Bhindranwale who has become 
a law unto himself. 

How this kind of discrimination 

has sapped (he morale of the police 
can be seen at tho Golden Temple. 
Amritsar. At every entrance of the 
Temple ere posted dosens of armed 
constables and plainclothesmen 
with photographs of men on the 
‘^wanted'* list. Till recently the men 
'‘wenred" were going In end out of 
the Temple complex without the 
slightest attempt by the police to 



Gossip 

sweet and sour 


KHUSHWANT SINGH 


arrest there. The usual comment 
heard was in Punjabr—aseen kee 
iaina her—what wAl we get out of 
it? This is exactly what happened 
when the unfortunate DIG of rolice 
A.S. Arwal was gunned down. His 
assassin walked away past police¬ 
men armed with nfles. '‘Why buy 
trouble—kyon museebar niui 
/aye«y?’* For this sad state of 
atfaira the government has no right 
to blame anyone except itself. Wnat 
IS sauce for the goose is sauce for 
tho gander! 


On hating 
foreigners 


I find renst foreigners more like¬ 
able than my otm cuumrymen. It is 
rmly those I cannot communicate 
with that I have misunderstandings 
and occasionally lose my temper. 
When foreign cabbies try ro take 
me for a ride or storekeepers try to 
touch me for money that my hack 
les rise and I roundly curse them 
and their race. Thus, for example, 
although I like the Japanese, the 
Koreans and the CMnese. I am 
constantly in iU-humour when visit¬ 
ing their countries because of their 
genius for misinterpreting the sim- 

E lest of instructions. Of the Mong- 
ud races the Hongkong Chinese 
are a race apart: they vie with the 
French in being the most discour¬ 
teous people in the world. When in 
Hongkong or France 1 try to avoid 
(he natives as much as possible. 

As far as my own country is 
concerned. I have never had any 
problems with getting on with any 
people. It is only some places that 


ficken me and f want to gat back to 
xny Delhi. On topof ny VSt of glaces 
to avoid is Calcutta; my decescation 
for this metropolis gniwa with ev> 
cry visit. Conditions of living are so 
appalling that 1 wonder why any 
humans, least of all Bengalis who 1 
regard the most hignana of humans 
altve, live in this stinking araehole 
of India. I agree with Kipling's 
description of Chamock's city: 

"As the fungus sprouts chaotic 
from its bed. 

So it spread 

Chance-directed, chance- 
erected, laid and built 
On the Silt 

Palace byre, hovel-poverty and 
pride 

Side by Kide; 

And above ihe packed and pes- 
tileniial town. 

Death looked down. 

Bombay comes a close second: 
Sewer 'Stench, stale-flsli odour, 
sweai-stlnk and a vast faceless mob 
scuttling to and fro without any 
seemini purpose. If Bombayites I 
love did nni live in Bombay, 1 would 
never go there. There are a few 
other cities like Ludhiana. Mathura 
and Varanasi winch 1 readily label 
at "'(ecn'’ without seeing them a 
•second time 

Hence 1 was v^mewhut surprised 
(o read that the English who have 
been travelling all over the world 
longer than any other people suffer 
from acute Xenophobia. They are 
happiest in their own homes and 
find even neighbouring English 
towns intolerable. This comes 
tluxjugh vividly in The Treveffer's 
Dution^ry of Qootethns published 
recently m England. Dkkens lam- 
ba^is Chelmsford as '‘the dullest 
and most stupid spot on the face of 
earth.'' Lord Byron vent his spleen 
on Southwell as a “cursed, detest¬ 
able and abhorred a bode of M;andal. 
antii|uated virginity and universal 
infamy.*' Their opinions of other 
races are equally damning. The 
French are "vain, insolent, thought¬ 
less and blood-thirsty.*' The Amer¬ 
icans '‘the greatest bores that the 
moon ever saw." The Italians "villi- 
nously rapacious." The Chinese: “It 
seems quite useless to kill the 
Chinese; it is like killing flies in 
July." The Arabs; “I shook hands 
with a friendly Arab. I still have my 
right hand to prove it," And so on. 

The explanation for (he English¬ 
man’s malice towards foreigners 1$ 
given through a quotation from 
Gerlad Brenan's The F'ace of Spain 
in which a Spaniard says (o Brenan, 
"They tell me the English are a fine 
people who travel ell over the 
world to laugh at other countries. 
That’s fine. I thoroughly approve of 
it. I hope you are naving a good 
laugh at us.** 
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should be spread 



...write to friends and relatives abroad about 
the advantages of saving in India with Canara Bank 


Hurry^.S^vire tne (jtioo news with >Qur friends and relatives uvoiVdS, Qecjuse to(i<)y then money can 
earn as much as 13% interest if they bank in India And bviduse Canard liank rcuchm o<jl tu dll InjiatV) 
abioad with the promise of r)n'oottv speedy trdnsA;ticr« and eriicient service. Indian natoulsoi persons 
of Indian or^in can open a NfKvKesictent (^terr^al) Account m Indian Kiipees or a Krneign Current 
(Non Resident) Aciouni in U!> l>>llars or ftjund Sterimp. 

And to ma^ rr^ters more interestmq. The Interest Kates tor tresli Term Deposits drv 



And what's even better, the interest isexen^ from income tax and the deposit is exempt from 
wealth tax under loth accounts And the funds are also easily repatnabie atKoadl 

Canara Bank . . ofrennq you one more exrionq way to make your money grow, with a wide 

network of branches and the assurance of quick personalised service. And what s rrvxc. Carura Bonk has 
arrangements with Al RazouKi Intenvtional Exchange Company at Derra. [>ibai and bui.Dutidi and also at 
the Canara Exchange Compare. Kuweit, for safe, sure and speedy remittances for credit ^ your account 
with Canara Bank m India. Because Canara Bank reaches out to Indians the world over witl> the good 
news!that it now pays to bank m India with Canara Bank. 














































Why the government 
is unwilling to do 
away with 
anticipatory bail 


T h« top police brds» have 
taken with the centre 
the provision of amicipe 
lury baU. Their experience 
of the luci one decade (the 
Criminal Procedure Code was 
amended in 1973 to make the provi* 
Sion) shows that ii has been ex* 
ploited by culprir^i. The K>^vern 
ment is reluctant to make any 
chanae because this is the piovision 
which was used by Mrs Camihi and 
her supporters to escape arrest dur¬ 
ing the enquiry on their misdeeds 
of the Emergency. 

The director general of police of 
Tamil Nadu has written to the 
centre that the provision fur anti* 
cipatory bail had not helped the 
aamihistration of justice'" He has 
cited (he example of some accused 
who '^wanted to confess their 
crime" but were prevented from 
doing $0 by "some iccheming peo¬ 
ple" to stall confessions. The direc¬ 
tor general of police, Madhya 
Pradesh, has said: "The extant leg* 
al provisions of bail of persons 
arrested on criminal charges are 
extremely liberal, and .such persons 
consequently succeed in securing 
their release on bail without much 
difficulty." 

The (director general of police, 
Andhra Pradesh, has said in his 
communlcaiion to the centre that 
"this provision had given to th^' 
superior courts an unfettered pow¬ 
er to grant bail to a criminal who 
coDimiis even grave crimes like 
murders, dacoities. For the purpose 
of getting this order a person need 
not surrender himself to the court’s 
custody." He adds: "The courts are 
alio using their discretion erbitreri 
ly in granting the accused persons 
anticipatory bails because there 
are no luioelints in the section..." 


Hiis is not the first time that the 
police officials have drawn the gov¬ 
ernment of India’s atteniiun to this 
matter. Two years ago. at the 
annual conference of the inspectors 
general of police a recoinmedatiun 
was made to the government that at 
least the power of sessioiTs court to 
gram anticipatory bail be taken 
away and vested only in hi|d) couru 
and the Supreme Court and that 
those convicted of serious offences 
should not be released on bail dur 
mg the pendency of the appeal 
filed by them. 

But neither ih« home ministry 
nor the law miinstry has given any 
mdicytion of what ir prop<ises to do. 
Whenever the matter has been re* 
ferrod tu them, the reply is: "The 
matter is under consideration." The 
subject Clime up before the ICPs 
conference the othei' day and they 
said I hey must await the govern¬ 
ment’s directions Still there is no 
word from the two ministries. 


Obviously, the fact that 
politicians can escape 
arrest for their misdeeds 
and forge records etc. 
while they are free on 
anticipatory bail is 
perhaps the reason for 
the government's 
reticence. What Is worse 
is that even the C8I, 
which should take the 
side of the police, has 
come to the support of the 
government. 


Obviously, the fact that politicians 
cafl ascaw arrest for ihejr mis* 
d^ds and forge records etc. while 
they are free on anticlparory bail is 
perhaps the reason for tbe govern* 
Plenty reticence. 

Wittt is worse is chat even rhe 
CBI. which should take the side of 
the police, has come to the support 
of toe government. In a note, the 
CBI has not favoured the deletion 
of the provision but has listed for 
direction ihe guidelines laid down 
by the Supreme Court concerning 
the interpreration and operation of 
the section. "If the investigation 
agencies have felt difficulties In 
investigation of a case on account 
of anticipatory bail," rhe guidelines 
be brought to the notice of the 
police 01 ?leers concerned. The C&l 
has gone a step further to say that 
"any state can make local amend* 
menrs to do away with the anticipa¬ 
tory bail as has been done by the 
state of UF." 

If is true that though the Sup¬ 
reme Court and high coum have 
stated that the provision of law 
should be invoked in "deserving 
cases ^ly" and have laid down tha 
uidelines, the anticipatory bail 
as becoma a rouiina matter. But 
that is because the court granting 
anticipatory bail has not imposed 
conditions, as authorised by law. 
Poliikal pressures have also work¬ 
ed when the mafia men have been 
arrested Of course, politicians 
themselves have misused this pro¬ 
vision. 

When the Law Commission made 
the recommeiidatiui) of anticipa* 
lory bail provision, its argument 
was thiu sometimes influential per¬ 
sons triad to implicate their rivals 
in false cases for the purpose of 
disgi acjiig them or for making them 

S ot the odium nf detention in jail 
or some days. Since the tendency 
was showing sign.s of a steady in¬ 
crease because of pnlitical rivalry, 
the Criminal Procedure Code was 
amended to provide anticipatory 
bail. 

The government’s dilemma Is 
(hat it would like to deny criminals 
thi^ facility but not politicians, 
Both the Prime Minister and the 
homo minister have benefited from 
this provision. So huw' can the law 
be made discriminatury? Inciden¬ 
tally. the anticipatory' bail provi¬ 
sion nearly came to be deleted 
duniig the Emergency but U was 
considered not necessary since the 
habeas corpus petiiion was sus¬ 
pended and other avenues C<i 
approach the court for redress in 
the case of illegal detention were 
shut And this very provision 
helped Mrs Gandhi, Sanjay Gandhi 
and their supjwrters the most when 
the Janata government constituted 
proM commissions and initiated 
prosecutions against them. The 
police are asking for the im¬ 
possible. 
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How do you expand 

of operations ? 


By stepping up overseas activities 

and exploring new avenues. 


When Indian products were finding a 
)lace in global markets because of qualiW 
jnd acceptability. Mysore Sales International 
tvas quick to pick-up the challenge of finding 
jroducts and markets for international 
)usiness, 


Acting as an effective catalyst, MSIL 
today is a major exporter and a recognised 
export house—constantly on the search for 
newer products and fresh markets. 

MSIL's overseas activities began right 
from the time of the Com'pany’s inception 
with the expert of Sandal Wood and Sandal 
Wood Oil. Since then its list of export items 
has grown and is growing. Detergents, toilet 
soaps, agartathi. rice, leather. silK coffee anil 
garments... MSIL's International Division 
together with its London office is constantly 
seeking newer products and markets abroad 
Besides. MSIL has set up a silk centre at 
Hounslow in London. 

MSIL is always on the move, seeking j 
newer challenges. And finding original and J 
innovative solutions to them. MSIL is b^ 
marketing. I 
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Mysore Saies Interr^ational Lrryted 
MS(l House 

36 CunninQhdfTi Road Bangalore 560 052 
BomOay. Calcutta. Delhi.Madras. London (UK 
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itn f‘ot .t 



Distorted version 


T hi^ ha^ refercru'v to Indrjnil Bauer* 
tie's report. 4N\«ijn’ Amirirer hint!, 
hot summer il Mayl While ttiving an 
jci’Ount of the Kokiajhar iiicicteni. Mr 
Bftnerjie has proviiitHl readers with a 
distorted and mutivateil voision of the 
truth. U seems ihal Ills Miuree uf in* 
furmaiiun was ttuvcrnmeni nffiruiks 
and I he biased ministers nf ihe Saikiu 
cahiiiei, U was unfair to hlarae the 
RaibanKshi siimmunily fur ihv violence 
III kokrailuir, I'he politicians were Ihe 
real insiifuiion. and it i> ibc*y who lisJ 
innocent viUacers on ihc rampaKe. 

Moreuvri. peupic are bcinK herosted 
by ft<jvernmeni uffieiaUfoi ihvir refus¬ 
al Co fake purl in orftat'^'^'d rioWnce. 
Bitsum4t‘iry. Ki^krajhar f4ssami 

The Assamese cmisisis i4 differeni 


racei^ of which KujhunKshi is une. Bur 1 
laded i» understund why Mr Banvrtie 
separafuil the Ka.ihiinpshis from the 
Assumc'se. The Kajhantsshis are a wur 
rior class who have lint cheir tradicion* 
a I Mrantlvur due to neallKence and 
initisiice done lo them. lUey have lu&c 
evers'fhmu to the (iconIe who huve 
come into AssHtn from mffereni states 
js well as ffAtn BanuUdesh. A svm* 
l>aihetic upproacb to their prohlems i« 
iiecessdtv Jt tills stuKc. I hu|»u St'NOA\ 
will hriHK i*ui ihe iriiih instead of 
resot iiAK to second hand rDporiin^. 

M Huy. <Miunpur 

It Will bv wronu to presume diat AASU 
hos withdrawn its inovcmeni. This is 
imW a tern|H>rai>' suspension 
./avaiiM M.idfhw. J,thikhiin Ms.som^ 


rong priorities _ 


Democratic dictator 


T he interview with Gen. lirshad r/ 
am unlike » rnthi^iv </ic7ar<*r. / .im 
nol u vmiiianv man. I May) was 
absorbinji. Rui it was vorprisinp ihat 
Mr Aklmr did imr niw sny guescion» 
<in the New Moore island contruver»v< 
Br.i^esb ^ll^lu.l. Hourkeki 

Li tile was known of General Krshud 
before his interview to SiMcsv Manv 
liHd bracketed him with ihe other miiit- 
ury diciJiors of the world. Rui the 
conversation revealed how concerned 
he WHS of I he pliKhr iif*hiscuunirv He 
does nut iHtlievc in retaininy with the 
un. 

’ivek Svn. Kalya n Sugar ffVe$r 

The rover story on Gen Ershud pro¬ 
vided a deep m.sixhi into the mind of 
the Onef Martial Law Adinmistiaior of 
Ban^iadtsh. The interview made in- 
lerestin^ rending. 

Padm/ni Ni/gA>on. Mailt as 

The interview wnb Gen trshad was 
urit^ne. It was evident that ihe general 
obviously meant what he said. 

H.V.M. Kamaih, Bombay 

Though Cen. Lrshad did noi admit ti in 
his interview, he is forced to stress on 
tslamic fundamentalism in order to 
offset the influence of the A warn i 
League which is still strong m the 
country 

Md Siiiijudin. Barasai fWesi Bengali 

M.J. Akbar. with his prohing questions, 
put Cen. Ershad on the defensive*. The 
CMLA claimed that Bangladesh was a 
dcfniicraiically minded nation yet he 
failed to justify the continuance of 
martial law m that country. But it is 
true thar ha ii less hypocritical and has 

S reaier coacern far the people than 
la ul Kaq of Bakiscan. 

S. iVaftfra/art. Vanivihar 


I was disappointed with Khushwani 
lingh's Krtting the cU»ck beek U 
May). He used his pen aimlessly on a 
topic of which he knew very licire. The 
article was clearly meant to malign 
Zia’s regime and Islam A man of his 
rrputation sliould have read more ab¬ 
out Shariat laws before writing on fhat 
topic. It was indeed ridiculous to learn 
that Shariat laws are nuf followed in 
Pakistan 

Moreover. Mr Singh was not per¬ 
turbed by Che execution of innocent 
children rn Assam bui he was prompt 
enough to (Potest against the killing of 
illegitimate children m Pakistan. I 
woidd request him to care mure about 
national problems. 

M. Mustefe. Cekaite 

Instead of writing un Pakistan. Mr 
Singh should concentrate on national 
problems—on Assam and Punjab In 


Forcible con visions? 

A nita Pra tap's special report ou How 
a Hindu-Christian cvwnmuna/ clash 
was arerted <24 April > made interest¬ 
ing reading. At the came time Ms 
Praiap's analysis was not objective. 

In her sketch uf Barry Jenkins, she 
records. '*Ii would appear that far from 
being a Christian fanatk. Barry Jenk¬ 
ins Is a liberal man whose soci^ uplift 
MHemes include the Hindus as well as 
Christians." But the truth is chat Mr 
Jenkins is a man who is responsible for 
creating tension and bad blood be¬ 
tween Hindus and Christians. 

P. N. Natarajan. Madras 

Anita Pratap's report was revealing, 
hut I would like to throw some li^t on 
certain points. It would be wrong to say 
that innocent, dliieraie badagas are 
lured by food, money and j^s and 
convened to Chnstianiiy. Hose of tbe 
convans are quitt well off. 

B. N. Ha{doni,Na^ 


particular. 

Afohj/nmeif Fayyaz, Aurangabad 

Mr Singh has mi:<jnierpreied thu Shar 
iai laws. Both Ihe man and woman 
involved in «in lilegul love affair are to 
be sinned to death and nni the woman 
alone as mcmioned by Khushwani 
Singh. 

A child born of such un affair 1$ not 
Moned in death, but it is Uue that he 
docs nut possess legal rights to the 
properly of his parents. 

Abdul Cham. Tindivanam (Tamil 
Nadu) 

Khushwuni Singh's criticism of the 
Pakistani ruler wax not unfounded. 
Zta's habit of jusrifyin| every aciicin of 
his in the namv of religion is just tu woo 
a section of the Muslim fundamental¬ 
ists. 

A.B. <>u<ubi Dibrugarh 


__ S ex symbol? 

T he cover story. Vegetables, Sex and 
Song (10 April) was superb. It is 
astonishing that an advanced country 
like the USA is still unable to under¬ 
stand the thoughts and feelings of 
Bhagwan Rajnee^. He discovered for 
himself another path to mrvane- 
through (he satisfaction of the soul. He 
IS the living answer to troubled minds, 
to Mople who have the material be* 
nefiis of life but no mental peace. 
I don't know why j>eople consider 
him a *sex symbol*. 
fsijsheel Aumar Sarkar. Manipur 

The covekstoiy an Rajneesh revealed 
how the sacreo and revered word guru 
can be denigrated, thanks tu Rajneesh. 
He Is the opposite of hit prefix—'Bhag- 
wen.* A man who is immersed In luxury 
and allows hli dlKiples to Indulge in 
free sex orgies can never be equeted 
with <^d. 

Mft J^nrhf. New Delhi 























What is the choice, Mr Shahabuddin? .' 


I had hoped chat Syed Shaheboddan's 
analysis of Mrs Caodhi and tht 
Muslim vote (20 March) would have 
been free from prejudices aeaixist 
Nehru and Mrs Gandhi. It was aa insulc 
(0 find that Mr Shahabuddin had de> 
scribed the Indian Muslins as bonded 
labourers, the Muslims have partici* 
paced in the elections without any fear 
or compulsion. And tt was Gandhi. 
Nehru and Indira who did their best to 
save and protect the Muslims of this 
country. It is vrrong to conclude chat 
organised pairunage and personal 
loyally have remained unchanged 
since independence. Nehru could not 
do a lot for the Indian Muslims because 
he lacked sincere foUowerSfbui certain* 
ly his daughter has fought lenaciou^y 
for thu MuKiims. 

Mr Shahabuddin alleged that the 
RSS looks upon Mrs Gandbi as 
brahminism personified. However, he 
did not mention the fact that his vec^ 
own Chendru Shekhar giive a clean chit 
to The RSS after the Aligarh and Jam* 
shedpur riots. Nor did he mention his 
party’s alliiince with the BJP. He de* 
^cnlWd the AM(1 amendment act of 
mSl un illusion, but fniled to refer 
to the second hnguage status given to 
Urdu In Hihur. 

M. Hashim KiJwai. Aligarh 

Mr Shahabuddin tried to play an old 
trick by calling the Muslims b^ded 
labourers and slaves oi Mr* Gandhi. 
Our crude union leaders often try this 
rrk k by referring to workers who don't 
too Their line a* “manlik ke chamche." 

I hope* Mr Shahabuddin is aware of 
I he fact that one cannot vote agamsr 
Mrs Gandhi without knowing who else 
to vole for. In 1977. the north Indian 
Muslims did vote for the Janau. And 

B . what they gel? Like me, Mr 
labuddin. is upset because Mrs 
<landhi Im m>i restored to the Delhi 
Waqf B4)ard the 20$ properties identi- 
fied by the Burney Committee. But 
during the Janata rule, when Mr Sikan* 
dar ^khi was the housing minister, 
was any effort made in this direction? 
And it is true that Morodahad cannot 
be erased from the chapters of histoid; 
but ran Deena Nath Pande and K K. 
Navman-^both MLAs from Mr Shaha* 
bud din's party—be forgotten for their 
role in the Jamshedpur and Aligarh 
riots respectively? The AMU act was an 
"exercise in illusion." according to Mr 
Shahabuddin; but it was his own, 
paihetic government which initiated 
the move—Mrs Gandhi merely con- 

E lated that '^exercise in illusion. * How 
orrid of her indeed. 

In conclusion, ( would like to point 
out that the big kettle is certainly 
black, but so are the smaller pots. We 
do not know who to vote for, if not for 
Mrs Gandhi. This, unfortunately, is the 
most tragic political problem in our 
country today. 

Ahmaa Rashid Stiarvani, Suw Delhi 

Mr Shahabuddin’s reports on commun* 
aJ Issues tend to dwell on three aspects: 
the killing of Muslims: discrimination 
in employmenr; and the Muslim pat* 
tarn of voting. 

It is worth noting that as a class the 


Muslims do not believe in introepeccioa 
or beart'Searchiog. Somehow, Islam 
bai lAStilled In them anger and hatred. 
In India the MualLou may be ricrims of 
communal riots; but even in the pr^ 
dMilnancIy Muslim countries there is 
hardly any peace or mutvaJ tolerance. 
In Inma the Mualims in general sup¬ 
ported Jinnah blindlp; vdthout reali^ 
ing that many of them would be left 
beoiod after partition. Many of those 
who did stay Mhind lyere the ones who 
overtly or otberwise supported the 
creation of Pakistan. I ii, therefore, 
surprising that they have become vie* 
tins of the very hatred that they had 
generated before partition? 

On the tubiect of employment. I do 
not think that ihere is any planned or 
organised discrimination Ine Hindus 
have so many castes, and each caste is 
vying with the other for jobs In such an 
atmosphere, the Muslims are just 
another 'caste.* 

Lastly, tfie fact the Muslims have, at 
long last, voted for the BJP speaks of 
their realisation that it is Mtt in their 
interests to be friends with the Hindus. 
The Congre«s(I) has taken great pains 
10 make the average Muslim conscious 
of his separate identity, oi the danger 
he faces from the average Hindu, and 
of iha *prMeciion* ihai m constantly 
needs. 

5. Ah Rase. FerehgarA i Uttar Predesh) 

I have a feeling that Mr Shahabuddin is 
w another Jmnah in disguise. People 
like him should be exccwieO. 

He has been alleging that the Hindus 
are illtreating the Muslims in India. 
Well, if Mr Shahabuddin b not satis* 
fled with the conditions in India, he is 
welcome to gel out of India. It is not 
possible for all of us to abandon our 
beliefs and customs to appease the 
Muslims. If the Muslims are backward, 
they alone are to blame They believe 
in multiplying like anunaJs, hut are 
unhappy with the crumbs they get. For 
the Hindus there is just one country in 
the world; for the Muslims there are 36 
to choose from. Mr Shahabuddin dear* 
ly believes that India is not for the 
Hindus and that they are the ones who 
should get out. He beeps bUming the 
RSS and VHP far acts ot terrorism, but 
never does he condemn those Muslim 
radicals who eat the Indian salt and say 
that Kashmir is part of Pakistan. 

The Muslims have been raping India 
since time immemorial. It is unfortun¬ 
ate that I have to use such strong words 
against the Muslims* but cngderaies 
Uae me cannot tolerate people like Mr 
Shahabuddin who keep harping on that 
same issue, over and over again. Why 
can't we have more Zakir Hussains and 
Maulaaa Asads? 

£ji ihc recenc defence debeces. net a 
single tndien Muslim reflected a 

P nuine concern over the acquisition of 
Ids by Pakistan; ibis proves that the 
Indian Muslims are biased. When 
Pakbtao was whippina India in the 
hockey finals, the MusTuns here were 
supporting Pakistan. If this continues, 
the Muslims will have to leave India. 

I ka^ that Sunday will never pub¬ 
lish ihb letter. 

Ramash, Bangaion 


_ A rare paper _ 

I was shocked to read Seema Musta¬ 
fa’s report on Starvation deaths in 
Rajasthan (1 May). It was implied 
therein chat Rejasihan Patrika and 
cheat specialist Dr Court Shankar play* 
ed Che rola of conspirators and helped 
the govarnpieni id suppress the death 
reporti. I wi&h to state that the in¬ 
formation about the starvation deaths 
at Solankiya Tala was first published 
by the Raiisrhan Patrika in the second 
week of March. Since then we have 
sent several correspondenis nut only to 
Solankiya Tela but also tu ilie uther 
places where deaths have oveurred 
As regards the medical team, 1 wish 
to make it clear that the government 
bas had nothing to do with it. either 
direcily or otherwise. The team was 
sent by me olone. I approarit^ several 
senior doctors in Jaipur, including two 
retired medical college principals. Dr 
Gouri Shankar, a very senior chest 
spvcialisi, responded positively ond a 
team was formed Not onlv did I send 
doctors and par8*medicaf personnel, 
but also purchased a mobile laboratory 
for the patients, f do not know whether, 
m the past, any newspaper has ever 
iniiiared such a venture. 1 did it with 
the best mtcniiun, to unearth the truth 
behind the deaths which were occur¬ 
ring near the Pukistan border. Mv 
anxiety was related to something which 
had never happened before. 

Ms Mustafa's report gave the Im- 

E ostion that RtijaMhan Pairika is in 
igue wiih medical experrs and Is 
making a deliberate attempt to tup* 
pre^s the truth and undurscoie human 
misery. Ms Musiafa al«io dubbed the 
paper as pro4ovcrnineni. As a news* 
man. I do not Mther if I am labelled as 
pro or anti-guvernment, but the fact is 
that 1 am facing five privilege muttons. 
Ail these moiinns have been lahled by 
Che members of ihe ruling Cangressfl}. 
And for the record. Mr l^uldip Nayar's 
son. Rajiv Nayar. is defending me in 
the privilege committee. 

Since Ms Mustafa visited Solankiya 
Tala and decided to make mention of 
Rajasthan Patrika in her report, 1 
would have expected her to contact the 
newspaper office. Rajasthan Patrika is 

S ublisheJ from Jodhpur as well. And 
odhpur is very muim on the way to 
Solankiya Tala. Ms Mustafa could have 
gone through the report prepared by 
our medical ream. Perhaps then she 
would have realised that the report 
could not have been used by the gov. 
emmeni to convince the Assembly or 
Parliament. 

X. C. XuJisA, editor, Rajasthan Patrika 
Private Limited, Jaipur 

Deta ils w^ted_ 

I am compiling a complvie dtfecioxy 
containing r^evani information at> 
out the addresses and professions, etc, 
of the old boya of St Joseph's Academy. 
Dehra Duo. Old boys ore requested to 
kindly send the relevant information lo 
the address given below. The details 
are required for a souvenir lo be re* 
leased during the golden jubilee year 
in 19S4. 

5. M. Singh. P. O. Box SO. 3B Astfey 
Hall, Dehra Dun 248001 
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With the reopening of 57 of Bombay's 60 textile mills, which had been closed for 
the oast 16 months following a strike by firebrand trade unionist Or Datta Samant, 
the longest strike in the history of Bombay has collapseo. But what is more significant, 
says SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA, is that the leadership of 
Dr Datta Samant, whose name has spelt terror in Bombay's industrial 

circles, is at stake today. 



H a% th« textile urike in with the bare truth—that the lead* tnainly drawn from the farmina com* 

Bombay failed? If the crship of Dr Datta Samant is at inunity. The worker goes buck to his 

criterion for deciding itake. Kven Dr Samant. on hein^t farm from Bombay when his pro* 

whether there is e strike asked, admits that the mills have sence is rei|uired there, fur instance 

ur not is the actual work* started functionmA* though he gives at the time of sowing and harvesting, 

ing of the mills, then the answer is reasons to show that the failure is The absence of such workers Is filled 

ves. Of the 60 textile mills in Bom* not his but that of the wtarkers—an hy temporary workeis. who aie 

l»ey. us many as $7 are funuinning unprecedented reasnning in the known as tMdli workers Normully 

today. The attendance in the mills. annaUuf the trade unmn movement. Kidir workers are drawn from among 

IS on 10 May 198.1. was 1..I2.S79. Before the strike began on 18 the kith and kin of the permanent 
Everyone connected with the textile January 1961. the Bomoay textile workers, on whose recommendation 

strike—the uruuns. the millowners industry employed 1,62.000 workers. the supervisory staff take in tempor 

and the government—is aware that Togeihvr with the complement of ary hands.) The total working 

Or Darra Samant. the person whose around 20.000 people employed as strength of the industry, including 

name had become synonymous with clerks, technical and $u$wrvt$orv the hadti workers, therefore, is 

lernir in the industrial circles of staffandas watch and ward staff, the around 2.27 lakhs. Today, three 

Bombay since 1980>6l. is facing his total workforce in the pre strike mills. Mukesh. Shree Sira ram and 

Waterhm in this strike, which he period was around 1.82 lakhs. In Shree Madhusudan, are completely 

prolonged for 16 months—a record addition to this, there was a badh closed. Five other mills, Bradbury, 

in The history of strikes in this coun* component of around 46.000 work* Kohinonr. Finlay, (kild Mohur and 

try. But no one has so far come out ers. (Bombay's textile workers are Tata Textiles, are open only on pap* 

Tex/i/f woi-ken demonsfraffftg outsrde Hie New Credt Easrere SpiMing Mnd Wttnftg company 



























Together they employ fomt 30.000 
workert. If this compoitent be sutv 
trected from the toiel pre'Strike 
strength of 1.82 lekh workera. then 
the truth regardine the textile strtlte 
today Is that out of a requirement of 
\.$2 lakh workers in the functioning 
mills, as many as 1.32 lakhs are 
reporting for duty. On the face of it. 
the strike has collapsed. 

The defence which Dr Dana 
Samant is seeking to present is that 
the mills have restarted beceuse the 
government and the millowners. 
with the connivance of the repre* 
sent alive union, the Rashtriya Mill 
Masdour Sangh (RMMS), have re* 
cruited new hands to run the mills. 
But even other union leaders refuse 
10 accept that more than 10,000 new 
recruits have been used. The govern* 
ment of Maharashtra maintains that 
only 5,000 new recruits are there. Dr 
Ddttii Samant is known for his own 
brand of militancy, which has no 
pnnillel In the trade union move* 
meiii of Bombay or of the country 
His strikes have been known for the 
violence which they bring in their 
w,ikc. When he first became known 
in the trade union circles, even mur* 
ders rook place in the units where hi« 
union tried u> entrench itself. There 
were srobbings on the shopfloor. The 
f.*imiUei of the workers wno refused 
to side with the Samant led union 
were intimidated So much so that p 
lime came when a» soon as a Samant 
strike call was given, many workers 
used (0 prefer leaving the city for 
ihcir villages so as lu escape the 
po.ssiblv violence which the entry of 
ihe Samant union could bring to 
their f.Ktury The effect of the mitief 
phase of violence created by the 
Samant union, therefore, was that it 
was not merely the managements 
which were afraid; tne workers 
themselves would panic. In effect, a 
strike call by Samant used to ensure 
that the worker, whether he liked it 
or not. chose (o remain away from his 
work place. This went on till the end 
of 1981, the time when Dr Datia 
Kumant decided to enter the textile 
industry with an indefinite strike 
call. The very fact that the workers 
have gone hack to work (or, if we 
were to believe Dr Samant, the new 
recruits have entered the mills), b a 
certain cJimbdown for Dr Datta 
Samant. 

In mid'F'ebruary 1982, Dr Samant 
had said in a workers' meeting that 
he would withdraw the strike even if 
one per cent of the workers decided 
CO go back to work it his was reported 
by Savshakti on 18 February 1982). 
TcHlay, Dr Samant himself agrees 
that snine workers have gone back to 
work. Then why is he holding un |o 
the facade> 1$ he refusing to see the 
reality because of his ego, or are 
there some other factors involved? 
As far as the government, both at the 
centre end in the state, is concerned, 
there seems to he no greet hurry in 
eettllng the strike. 


Like the Assam and the Punjab 
teniUei, the Congressdi government 
seems to be in no mood to resolve the 
issue in Bombay As long as these 
rnblem<« remain, the government 
as an easy excuse to relf the people 
that '*the forces of desiabilisation** 
arc ei work. If these "problems" 
were to disappear rhen how can the 
people's attention be diverted from 
I he hard realiiies of the failures of 
the government on the socio 
economic front? Moreover, the fai* 
lure of the Bombay strike is bound to 
have a telling ctfeci on the morale of 
the witrkers all over ihe country, 
which in any case, is at iis lowest 
ebb. This was evident from the fee 
ble dppusiiiim which they offered to 
the imposition of the Essential f>ar 
vices Maintenance Act (ESMA) two 
years agu. 

While the Congresstli has been 
calling Dr Samant names and Dr 
Samant has been spitting venom at 
the government, there is no denying 
the fact that there was a nexus 
between the two at the time when Dr 
Samant was emerging as the numbei 
one trade unionist in Bombav. {Di 
Samant had applied fur the Congres 
si)) ticket both during the 1980 laik 
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections 
which he contested as an in depen 
dent, but in the Assembly poll, he 
was elected from the Kurla* 
Ghatkopar area.) His wife. Mrs Suni- 
ta Samant. is a Congressil) municip¬ 
al councillor. Mrs Suniia Samant is 
often seen on the platf<»rms of her 
husband's meetings. But apparently. 
The democratic norms in ihe Con* 
gressil) are such that the party can* 
nut take any action against a mem¬ 
ber who blatantly sides with a person 
who, we are given tu believe, is 
f igh ti ng t he CI mgresst 1 ) govern ment. 
if the myth around Dr Datta Samant 
is destroyed, then, apart from him, 
some other people would also be 
affected 

There is no denying the fact that 
while Dr Samant's textile strike is on 


the brink ot collapse, he continues to 
enjoy the supMn from the workers 
in and around Bombay. This it so, 
mainly because wherever he enters, 
his minimum demand for a wage 
hike is in the vicinity of Rs 400. He 
never studies the balance sheets, 
which he dismisses as bein^ '*dupli* 
cate" and not worth taking into con* 
sideratlon. The economic viability of 
his demands leads the unit to a 
prolonged strike or a lockout. No 
rival trade unionist can dare oppose 
his strike calls because of his popiil* 
ist appeal. And in many cases, in the 
capital intensive industries, he has 
l>een able tu gel lucrative wage in* 
creason fur the workers In the case 
of the textile industry, which is 
largely labour iniensivc, he put the 
demand for a R$ 400 rise, which till 
tuday, has not been accepted hy the 
managements. 

It will be wrong to sav that Dr 
Samant has had un)y succesties and 
no failures. In fact, when he lurried 
his attention inwards the textile in* 
dusirv, the bubble was about to burst 
with ms dismal performance in the 
Thana-Belapur and Kanjur Marg 
belts. Between 1 fanuary 1981 and 
.31 December 1981, Dr Samant led 
115 strikes and lockouts in ihh belt. 
26,125 workers were involved in 
these sirike.v, inv<iJvmg a Joss of 
18,27 lakh mandays . As many as 
77 of these ventures, involving 
16,504 workers, ended in failures. 
These workers lugerher incurred a 
total wage loss of Rs 1.92 crores. 
without gaming anything. 

Tliat year, which was the bigheM 
watermark for Dr Samant, he only 
resulved 38 disputes, involving 9,621 
workers. But the press in Bombay, 
enamoured hy his populist appeal, 
built him up as a national hern. The 
little known fact of these 38 Miitle* 
menis was that in 21 of ibuM* units, 
the workers (numbering 4.X42k suf* 
fered more loss in wages ihai} ihe 
monetary gams which accrued to 
them after the strike In aiioihci 12 






'Samant has 
to accept defeat' 


BaJ Thackrey, the Shiv Sena chief, told Sunday 


^, The initisl call foe the toxtiie 
y. strike was given by the Cimi 
namagar Sena, an affiliate of the 
Shh deria Why did you lose the 
imtiaiive to Dr Datta Setnant. who 
has now emerged as the leading 
trade unionist of Bombay? 

A: To b«|in «vitbi 1 cnu8( tell 
chai Datia Samant is just a medical 
doctor and nor a trade unionis? like 
Danae, R.J. Mehta or George Far 
nandes. I had declared a token 
strike in the mills on t November 
1981 and it was a total success. 
Even the mills which had never 
faced a strike, closed. I was thereaf¬ 
ter about to declare an indefinite 
strike But the then chief minister, 
Mr Antulay, called me and said. 
'Give mo some time and I will solve 
the problem.' Knowinft his dynam¬ 
ism and quickness in taking deci¬ 
sions. 1 thought that if the workers 
were going to get what they wanted* 
without a scratch, then why not try 
ihut also? This T did because 1 teel 
that strike is a weapon which must 
be used very cnrerully. But today 
this weapon has lost its sharpness 
due to Datta Samant. So, I told the 
workers to give Mr AntuUv some 
lime, chat is ten days, and thereaf¬ 
ter if he did not take any action we 
need not take permission from him 
(about) whether we should strike or 
not. As you know. I am also a 
political cartoonist, so 1 did have 
that intuition, if you may say so. 
that at that time it was evident that 
in politics, that things were about 
to change. I thought if we were to 
declare an indefinite strike and 
(here was nobody in (he chair of (he 
chief minister to take decisions, the 
workers would be m a precarious 
condition. I wanted to avoid that 
situation becau.se I do n«n have that 
trade union leaders’ ego in ,ma. 
Though the workers did listen to 
my stand of not going on strike 
then, they were not happy. They 
were against (he RMMS. I am of the 
opinion that the workers at that 
rime were not much in a mood lo 
get something but they wanted the 
defunct RMMS leadership to learn 
a lesson This could have been done 
even without declaring en indefi¬ 
nite strike. The RMMS leadership 
is well prutected hy the ruling party 
and the Bombay Industriar Rela* 
rionr Act, so ii became more of a 
legal matter Chan having any kind 
of militancy. 

Q: fr\ what way was youf “poiitic- 


a/j>rophecy" correct? 

A: You see, though Mr Antulay 
appointed a commitiee, headed hy 
him and with Srikant Jichkar and 
Bhaurao Paiil as members to go 
into the miUmea’s grievances, un* 
fortunately Mr Antulay had to go 
and Babasaheb Bhosale took the 
reins in his hands and mined 
Maharashtra. During this political 
lowtide. Dr Samant declared the 
indefinite strike. It was absolutely 
fooUsh. Any mature trade unionist 
would not have shown that kind of 
stimidiiy. 

Q: Is the strike stilt on or has it 
failed out? 

A: One has to accept that the 
strike has fittled out. There is no 
tue counting the heads of the old 
workers and new workers. As long 
IS the mills have started function¬ 
ing, presuming that they have 
taken in new hands, one has to 
accept defeat. There is no use in the 
captain of the sinking ship proudly 
saying that 'though the ship is sink¬ 
ing. t am at (he helm.' The tailure of 
this strike is a big blo«| to the trade 
union movement. The word 
"strike’* has a peculiar charisma;or 
had some power behind it. Whenev* 
er we said that we were going On 
strike, the manageraems used to 
shiver in their pants. Today, they 
don’t care. The trade union move* 
ment in Bombay has actually been 
taken back by 10 to 15 year^ii 
will take at least as many years to 
'revive (he movement. In tact, to¬ 
day, the word "strike’' instead of 
evoking fear in the managements, 
is evoking fear among the workers. 

Q: Why do you think Or Sarnant 
prolonged the strike? Before his 
emergence, the term 'fiery trade 
tinionist' to Bombay was used for 
Mr remandes. in whet way is Mr 
Fernandes different from Dr 
Samant? 

A: George had better tactics. He 
is a much more sensible person 
than Datte Samant. He knows when 
to declare a strike and wbeo to 
withdraw. In the present case, had 
the strike been a success. Dr 
Samant would have taken the cre¬ 
dit. But since it has fiuled out, be is 
blaming the workers. He is teUing 
them. 'You forced me to declare it. 
President John F. Kennedy had 
said (hat success has many fathers, 
defeat is an or^sm. So today, the 
defeat of tha mUlment' strike is an 
orphan. 


uni^ while tha workers secured 
their demands, in real terms they got 
no monetary gain. In effect, ^ 
bubble around Dr Samant was built 
up in 1981 on the basis of only five 
clearcases of success out of a total of 
ns disputes handled by him that 
year. Of these five units in iwo units, 
involving 432 workers, the monetary 

! ains were Just nominal. So, only 
.797 workers of three units (out of a 
total of 26,125 workers of the 115 
units) clearly benefited from Dr 
Samam’s union in 1981. 

It was around (hi^ time, in end* 
1981, (hat the iimosphere was huili 

S for the textile strike in Bombay. 

e opportunity was a godsend for 
Dr Samant. He entered the ktrike. 
took its leadership, and the myth 
around him continued to grow un* 
abated, while the bare facts about 
his 1981 performance remained 
buned in (he glory of thv textile 
strike. 

D r Samant came into the trade 
union movement and politics 
under the leadership of Mr Georgu 
Fernandes in the Sixties. Mr Fer¬ 
nandes end (he Bombay Labour Un* 
ion founded by him was (he rniiK 
militant trade union in the city those 
days, Dr Samant, who practises 
medicine in Ghatkopar. used to 
attend to (he stone quarry workers 
who used to get injure. ThV Bombay 
Labour Union had a good unit among 
(he Ghatkopar quarry wurkvr>. One 
day Dr Samant met Mr Fernandes 
and evinced an interest in trade 
union work. Dr Samunt's name w,is 
known to Mr Fernandes, becaui^c Dr 
Samant used to rush to the quarry if 
ever any worker was injured. Mr 
Fernandes enrolled Dr Samant as a 
member of the Socialist Party and 
entrusted him with trade union work 
in Ghatkopar. In 1967 Dr Samant was 
elected for the first time to the 
Vidhan Sabha from Kuria*Ghatkopar 
on (he Socialist ticket. In 1969, alter 
banks were nationalised, when the 
late Mr Rajni Patel led a band <if 
progressives into the post-split Con* 
pass. Dr Samant went with him. Mr 
Mjni Patel played a role in building 
up Dr Samant in the trade union 
field initially. He even defended Dr 
Samant in court till his death. But Dr 
Samant, during Rajni Patel's last 
days, had become too important to 
listen (o (he barrisrer who had been 
his mentor. 

Tliough he entered politics under a 
progressive banner, in his actions Dr 
^mant has been taking a stand 
opposed to (hot of ihe cenveniional 
Imtists. Take the case of (he call for 
a nationwide general strike given by 
the central trade union organisations 
on 19 January 1982. Dr Samant was 
opposed 10 the strike, which was 
caUed to protest against ihe impost* 
tion of the Essential Services 
Maintenance Act (ESMA; this act 
places the striking worker in a post* 
(ion worse than ttit of a criminal. 
Under tbe provisions of (his act> 


enforced ialtlally %s an ordinance in 
July 1961 and later rarified by Par* 
Uament that year, a striltina worker, 
the leader of the stnke and anyone 
suspected to be providing monetary 
help 10 the strikers can be ai rested 
without warrants and summarily 
tried; the criterion for deciding his 

S uilt being the sadafaction the 
etaining police officer.) 

0r Saznant did not want to dis¬ 
please the ruling perty by participat< 
jng in the 19 January strike. But 
neither coutd he miss out on the 
popular appeal of such a strike, so he 
comd not openly oppose it eichei 
He. Therefore, found a good solution. 
Trouble had been brewing in Bom¬ 
bay's textile mills from October 
November 1961 The initial leed had 
been taken by the Shiv Sena, whose 
leader, Mr BaJ Theekrey called fur a 
token strike in all mills on 1 Novem* 
ber 1961 and the strike was a total 
success After this, the Shiv Sena was 
plennina an indefinite strike. But the 
Chen Maharashtra chief minister. Mr 
A.R Antulay, formed a high power 
committee, under his chairmanship, 
to go into the workers' demands. The 
Shiv Sena, thereafter, did not press 
for an indefinite strike. After Mr Bal 
Theckrey had a meeting with Mr 
Antulay, he announced in a public 
meeting at the Kamgar Maidan in 
Pare! in mid-November 1961 that the 
chief minister should be given lime 
to settle the demands But the work¬ 
ers were in a mood for a strike. The 
news about the wage Increases in 
ocher industries in Bombay had ere* 
ated the atmosphere. So, Dr Datta 
Samant stepped in. The first major 
meeting in connection with tne 
strike was addressed by him at the 
Jambuwani Maidan in Worli on 12 
j>ocember 1961. Dr Samant began 
hia indefinite strike from 18 January 
1982. It was one day before the 
nationwide general strike, sn the 
Congress(t) could not confuse it with 
the 39 January strike. At the same 
time, he did not have to oppose the 
19 January strike among the work¬ 
ers. It was an ideal case of eating 
one's cake and having it too. (Howev* 
er, in the BEST—Bombay Electric 
Supply and Transport Co.—Dr 
Samani's union opposed the 19 Janu¬ 
ary strike.) 

Apart from the wage demands, the 
major demand of the strikers has 
been the scrapping of the Bombay 
Industrial Relations Act (BIR Act), 
which was enacted by the interim 
government of Mr Jawaharlal Nehru 
in 1946. Under this act, unlike in 
other places which come under the 
Industrial Disputes Act. the concepC' 
of one union as the bargaining agent 
for one industry was introduced. 
Under this act. right from its incep¬ 
tion, the Kasnmya Mill Maidoor 
Sangh (RMMS) an organisation link¬ 
ed to (he Congress, has been the 
representative union in Bombay's 
cotton textile industry. 

The process of recognition is that 
the re^arrar of industries under the 


Table showing progressive resumption of work in Bombay’s 

teitile mills. 
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BIK Act decides, on the biMS of 
venfication of membership, the rep 
reseniative union and that union 
becomes the sole bargaining agent 
for that industry. A.i a result, though 
in the past long strikes have been led 
in the textile mills by the Socialist 
Party and communist party affiliated 
unions, the final settlement has had 
to be signed wirh the RMMS. Even 
today, as the law stands, the final 
agreement uf the Samant led strike 
will have to be made with the 
RMMS. The workers, over the years, 
have been unhappy with the RMMS, 
but till today, it Is the sole bargain¬ 
ing agent. 

While the BIR Act is criticised on 
account of the special status enjoyed 
by the RMMS in cotton textile units, 
what is little known is that a similar 
status is enjcwed by other unions us 
well, under this act. The City {CPI- 
M> Union is the sole bargaining 
agent in the woollen industry of 
Bombay, the Mill Maidoor Sabha 
{socialists opposed to Mr Fer¬ 
nandes) is (he representative union 
in the processing and silk industry 
and the union led by Mr George 
Fernandes has this status in the 
transport industry. While Dr Samant 
had been making a lot of noise 
against the BIR Act and had also 
applied to the registrar of industries 
for the derecognition of (he RMMS 
fa plea that was rejected i. so far he 
has not been able to put forward his 
union’s counter claim for being rec¬ 
ognised in place of the RMNiS, In 
fact, the order in (he case filed by Dr 
Samant regarding RMMS makes in¬ 


teresting reading. In her order dated 
S November 1982. the additiunal 
registrar of uniuns, Mrs Savita Bhat- 
vacharjee, who heard the case has 
noted (hat while Dr SamamN union, 
the Maharashtra Girni Kamgar Un¬ 
ion. had said that ir had collected 
membership fees fmm the workers 
for the period November 19A1 (O 
Decemlier 1962, when asked to pro* 
dure the mem lie rs hip figures for (he 
month uf May 1982. the Samunt 
union said that the figures were not 
ready. 

This is not the only example uf 
rhetoric in the Samaiit*led strike. 
Till the middle of May. 16 months 
after the indefinite strike sinned. Or 
Samant had noT submitted his de¬ 
mands in writing to the Millownvrs* 
Association, Bombay. Dr Samant 
rook advantage of the political insta¬ 
bility which engulfed Maharashtra 
following the controversial depar¬ 
ture of Mr Antulay from the chief 
ministership und thi' installalKin of 
Mr Bahasaheb Bliosule. The present 
chief minister. Mr Vasanidudu Fatil, 
has been asking Dr Samant to come 
to him wirh specific demands, but 
(he demands ore yet tii be specified. 
While the Congress(l) ha» built up a 
Frankenstein in (he form of Dr 
Samant, industrial circles in Bombay 
say that the one man who could have 
tackled Dr Samaiir is the opposition 
leader. Mr Sharad Puwar. In the 
absence uf correct pohiicai lead 
ership in Mahurafthtra, and the con¬ 
fused srafe in the CongiesstI). the 
myth of Dr Darra Samant continues 
despite the colJap.se of the (exulo 
strike. 
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'Gondhiji would have given me a 

medal for peacefulness' 

___ 

Datta Samant told Sunday 


h thv temiie srrik^ on or h^ve 
ihe milh started funetivotn^? 

: The i;<ivcrnmcn( made ill 
vffurts to hicdk iKc strike for about i 
year. Since April Mav 1982, when 
ihey found (hat nu worker was 
to work« ihe itovernmeni imposed 
suciioii 144 CrPC in all mill areas. 
They restricted (he move me n( of (he 
workers. The Rai»h(riya Mill Mil* 
d<KM S.iri^h (KMMSl Mirtod recruit- 
inti new hands under r>aliee pratee* 
(Kin and (hey were sent to work 
under police escort, Forty of my 
active workers from my textile unit, 
including (he secretary. Mr 
Vidyadhar Budhwarkar, were 
urrusteil under tl>e National Security 
Act. So, by recruiting new hands and 
iirresting my men. the government 
ervaied p.mic among the workers In 
(he last few months, due to the 
famine in parts of Maharashtra and 
due to the luii|i drawn strike, few 
workers have .joined work. Out of a 
(<itiil of 2.S htkh workers, only €P or 
70 thousand workers have joined. 
They luce recruited some 30,000 
outsiders. 

Then. Sitaram, Bradbury, Mukesh 
and some mills had closed a long 
ume hnek. They have nothing to do 
with the strike. In these mills, .40 to 
411 thousand workers are jobless 
since long. ITiey are going to other 
mills to earn (heir bread. The cases 
of workers of a mill joining work in 
the same mill are restricted to 4<1,000 
workers only. 

Q- ihe Xti/lowucrs' Association 
has said on 10 May that as many as 
T.li lakh workers have lesumed 
work. Any vtymmerit? 

A; The Millnwners' Association's 
figures are not correct. The .second 
thing is (hat after 15 months of 
strike, after the workers have re- 
mdincil out fur so many days, if a few 
worker^ join work, is it a criterion to 
decide whether or not the strike has 
fizzled out? The long strike shows 
(he government's apathy towards the 
worKcrs' economic problems and 
their links with the millowneis. 

Q, fs the Mahaiashtia mnernutviit 
taking any iiiiiiative in resolving the 
strike? 

A: The chief minister. Vasantdada 
Pdtil, while he is telling the workers 
(hat they should resume (heir duties 
with dignity, has no moral courage to 
tell the millowners that the workers 
should get (heir genuine wage rise 
and improved service conditions and 
that the workers can decide to have 
(he union which they want as the 



Datra Semant.' lading chans/na? 


recognised union. 

Q: Hove you had any talks with the 
government recently? Have they 
sell! any feelers? 

A; The government has Taken no 
initiative. They are so shameless that 
ihev have allowed modernisation 
und automation by starving 10 to 15 
lakh family members of The workers. 
They have good relations with the 
millowners. It is so surprising and 
damaging (hat such a type of govern¬ 
ment should last even for a day. 1 
have asked them to sit across the 
table and work out the calculations 
on the cost of cloth, cotton, the profit 
margin etcetera and give a fair rise 
to the workers But there is no re¬ 
sponse. Do you know. 12 millowners 
collected Rs 20 crores from the work¬ 
men on the basis of the provident 
fund account and did not deposit it. 
Similarly, Rs five crores of the em¬ 
ployees' funds of the ESI have been 
swallowed. Bradbury. Sitaram and 
some twenty other mills have shown 
duplivste accuunis. I can give yuu 

(he details; can you publish it? 

Q: Yes, as long as you go oo record. 

A; 1 am a little allergic to the press 
(faughs). Now. here it is. take the 
case of Bradbury. There are 3.000 
workers. The owner. Mr Asnok 
Kameni. has good relations with the 
chief minister and ether ministers of 
the Mahirasbira government. He is 
selling his cloth in the name of 
Madhu Agency. His nephew. Dr 


k Madan, is the chief of that agency. 
I Per metre, two or three rupees are 
» added on (his cloth. This has been 
^ going on from 1976 onwards. The 
cotton of (his mill is purchased in the 
name of 5amir Agencies, and Its 
proprietors ere else relatives of the 
owners. This employer collected Rs 
80 lakhs as provident fund (PF) and 
did not deposit it with the PF com¬ 
missioner. 1 raised this in the Assem¬ 
bly; chief minister Bhosale told me 
that The owner was not traceable so 
(here was no way to arrest him. But 
last month casually a case was reg¬ 
istered. This man has taken Rs S.86 
crores as loan from the United Com¬ 
mercial Bank and this has not been 
utilised for the mill. From the Cotton 
CorporsTion of India he has taken 
credit worth Rs 60 lakhs, which is 
still pending; from the Industrial 
Bank. Worli, he has taken Rs two 
crores. His total liabilicv is around 
Rs 13 crores. These thfngs I have 
been shouting about in all my meet¬ 
ing I have raised it in the Vidhan 
Saoha three or four times. But the 
government is blind to such econo¬ 
mic offenders. Last month the Un¬ 
ited Commercial Bank went to the 
high court aad the court has 
appointed e receiver. Thus, the 3,006 
workers who are about to lo^e their 
twenty or thirty years of service, will 
not get any gratuity and get only 50 
per cent of their ^F dues. 

Take Sitaram mills. This is run by 
(he Tanatia family. They have sold 
seven or eight acres of land in the 
centre of Bombay in the name of a 
bogus trust. A property worth Rs 
four crores has been sold for Rs 20 
lakbs. Thev have constructed re¬ 
sidential buildings and a petrol 
pump. They have acquired property 
worth Rs 25 crores in ten years. But 
they have not paid Rs 1.40 crores as 
ESI contribution and Rs 80 lakhs as 
PF contribution and Rs 50 lakhs as 
municipal taxes. They closed this 
mill two years back and 6,000 work¬ 
ers were thrown out of (heir jobs. 
They may not get even termination 
dues. 

# Q: Have fou collected some funds 
for the strike? 

At Yes, Rs three crores from all my 
%vorkers and distributed them to the 
striking millmen. 1 have dven 10,000 
people alternate jobs. The majority 
of (he workers are from Paschim 
Maharashtra and Konkan. They hare 
gone back and are doing alternative 
jobs. 

Q: It it true that because of gro* 





Joitged striket by you^ uniB 

the writers have on rher> own see- 
tied the srnJtee and goue bedr to 
wrir> as in the case of Bharat Forge, 

Ptme, fndian Express, Bombay and 
Pol^hem. Bomtny? 

A: 1 have nearly 7.000 unite ia 
Maharashtra. In lU bif or smalt 
units, 80 to 90 per cent M the work* 
ers are with us. Out of thk, 60 or 70 
units art on strike or lockouts all the 
time. But in 99 per cent of the units, 
settlements and good agreements 
are b ought about without astrikeor 
e lockout. In the last 15 days (the 
interview took piece on 12 May), I 
have settled 11 disputes very favour¬ 
ably for the workers, in Wellingdon 
Club, Garlic Kngmeering, Fir Tight 
Nut Bolt Co.. Andheri, Zenith Tin 
Works, MahaUxmi. Indian Lead 
Change. Thana, Snowcem (Killick* 


KikoB croup), Bayer India lad< Advg. 
Dt OrlAm and ia ModUtone. In the 
last five yean, 1 have done 500 such 
settlements. Due to my tinioD, even 
stone* breaking workers of Powai, 
Maror Chendeoli. get Rs 16 per day. J 
had asked chief mioister Vasantdada 
Peril in the Assembly chat while I 
had settled 500 disputes in five 

K ars, how many settlements had 
an made by the 40 lebour cribun* 
als in Mabareshire^ 

Suppose strikes and lockouts go 
on, 00 you expect lOO per cent re* 
suits? Some employers are adamant. 
In Polychem. the government used 
repression on the workers, so they 
iomed. But in sur months (hey were 
back in my union. In Bharat Forge. 
95 per cent of the workers wtU be 
with me if secret voting takes place. I 
have filed a case for recognition of 


my BDioo in the Pune couru. The 
njanegeinear is tdamuit. They h$d 
given a rise of Rs 200, so the markers 
went back. Even in Indian Express if 
secrer voting takes place. 9o per cent 
of the workers wiii be with me. 

Q: While the capita/ /atensive in¬ 
dustries can give a rise of Rs 400 
which you normally demaod^ do you 
think a /ahour intensive industry 
like textiles can do so? 

A: Yes, th^ can give. In fact 20 of 
them, like (Tentury, Mafatlal and 
Bombay Dyeingcan give more than 
this. 

Q: A charge against you is that 
whenever you enter a strike, vio¬ 
lence takes place .. 

A: This has been the most peaceful 
strike. 1 have seen Dangers strikes. Jf 
Gandhiji were alive, he would have 
given me a medal for peacefulness. 


'Samant believes in violence' 


George Fernandes told Sunday 


; Do you think the textile strike 
in Bombay is a success? 

A: 1 am one of th'^ who never 
believes that the workers lose a war 
and to the extent that strikes ere a 
pan of (he never ending war of the 
workers for (he betterment of (heir 
standard of living, their wages, so 
on and so forth, T would not think 
that the workers have lost even this 
struggle. But if one looks at a move* 
ment in terms of its tangible 
achievements, then one woulo say 
that nothing very concrete has 
emerged from this 16 months of 
struggle and sacrifice. But I would 
hesitate to call this suuggle a fai* 
lure, because you cannot judge 
working class structures by what 

C ou get at the end of the battle; you 
eve to look at it from a wiMr, 
historical perspective. In this par¬ 
ticular case, after what one has 
gone through in Bombay, I doubt 
whether the millowners or the gov* 
ernment would risk another con¬ 
frontation of this kind. And there 
could be a much more reasonble 
approach on the part of (he em- 

f 'loyers to the future demands, the 
uture Struggles of the workers. To 
that extenirrthink there hastbeeo a 
positive outcome of even this strug¬ 
gle, which on the face of it, has 
been lost by the workers. 

Q: What impact will this strike 
have on this industry in perticuier 
and tha ci& of Bombay to ganaral? 

A; I would thiak that the general 
impact Is not a good one, particular¬ 
ly in Bombay. When there is a 
prolonged strike and the workers 
do not get anythiBg at the end of 
(hat strm, there u e certein de* 
moralisation that spreads ell 


around. When two-and-a-half Ukh 
worken get nothing from a pro¬ 
longed struggle, the employers 
keep on pounding this into the 
minds of the workers. And to that 
extent, in Bombay the movement 
has suffered a setback. This would 
continue to remain till we have 
fought another battle, may be in 
some other sector, and we have got 
some dividends out of that. At ^e 
national level. 1 would not say that 
there is going to be any major 
setback, because at the national 
level we have lost a number of 
struggles in recent years. Take (he 
Bangalore public sector workers* 
strike. We lost that strike end that 
was 1,40,000 men in Bangalore, 
Nasik, Naini and one or two other 
centres. 

Q: You have been the leading 
trade unionist in Bombay. Today 
people cieim cber ir is Dr Datta 
Samant. Have you lost your unions 
to Dr Datta Samant? 

A: Well, 1 would not say (hat we 
have lost any unions, in the sense 
that any particular organisation 
which elected me as the cOTice bear¬ 
er has decided to dump me and 
elect him in my place, but our 
working class movement has a cer¬ 
tain migratory cheracler. Meaning 

that (be wctfkers keep on migrating 
from one union to another and in 
that sense a lot of workers who 
were once organised in the Bombay 
Labour Unioo, which I founded, or 
in some other suniler orgimisation, 
have migrated from the unions with 
which I nave been associated to the 
unions with which others are asaoci* 
ated. The workers look at the 


union from the point of view of an 
union leader's capacity to deliver 
the goods. Thereiore. (hey are in 
somebody's union; in other words, 
the unions have acquired a soms- 
what proprietory character, which 
is a very distorted, perverted 
approach to the trade union move* 
ment, which both the trade union 
leaders as well as the workers taka. 
My unions have many institutions 
associated with them; training > 
schools, dispensaries, etc. So, it is a I 
different kind of trade union move- I 
ment which I had built up in Bom¬ 
bay. Ir will not be easy for anybody 
to destroy that kind of a movement. I 

Q: What is your opinion of Dr 
Samant as a trade unionist and of 
the methods he employs In the 
trade union movement? 

A: Samant has a style which can¬ 
not be really fitted into what one 
understands of a trade union move¬ 
ment. There is an element of vio* 
lence in most of the things that he 
says and does, I do not believe that 
violence is a part of the trade union 
movement. A strike can create con¬ 
ditions in which the workers can 
throw a stone here or picket a gate 
chare; 1 am not suggesting that all 
strikes should be necessarily peace¬ 
ful in (he Gandhian sense of the 
tecTo, hMt I conducted e national 
railway strike in 1974 and over a 
million workers participated in that 
strike, which is five times (he num¬ 
ber of workers participating in the 
textile strike. But there wasn't one 
incident of violence. I personelly do 
not subscribe to the idea that there 
should be organised violence in (he 
trade union movement. I think 
Samant subscribes to (hat idea. 






REVIEW; BOOK 





By Khushwant Singh 


I n his usually provocative style 
Nlrad C. Chaudhury denounced 
Indians who tailor their inter* 
imtations of Hinduism to fit 
Christian concepts of religion. 

“Hiu« 9ne peddles vut Vedanta to 

the intellectually debilitated, 
another Yoga to the ^ysically de* 
generate, and a third Tanrra to the 
erotomaniac who has not the courage 
of his lechery!*' Chaudhury may be 
right. But how do we interpret as 
multi'faceted e deity as Ki ishna who 
is not only the centra) figure of 
Vedanta and Bhakti yoga, but la as 
well the paradigm of lovers? Before 
we get down to interpreting him we 
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should know who Krishna was, what 
he did to become the most popular 
deity in the Hindu pantheon and the 
different cults that were '^Mierated 
in his name. 

Krishna means '‘black** and oceura 

in the Vedas without any divine 
attributes. In (he Chandogya Vp- 
anishad, there is reference to Krish¬ 
na. son of Devaki, who was a scholar. 
Then there is a rishi named Kriritna; 
and a “loud yelling” Vafcsha (demon) 
with the same name who lived along 
the banks of the Jumna aud was slain 
by Indra. There was also a Dravidian 
Krishna who ruled over 50,000 sub¬ 
jects all known as Krishoas and all 


Brdhtnin*haters who were massacred 
along with their pregnant wives to 
destroy all possibility of thair seed 
sprouting into more Krishoas. Since 
this Dravidian Krishna was also a 
roteetur of cows, Hindu scholars 
ave conjectured ^at the name ap* 
plied to a tribe of cow'worshippers 
who stoutly resisted the Aryan inva* 
sions. Thus we can conclude that 
Krishnas were a swarthy race dasarv* 
ing of the description ohytm (black) 

E iven Them by the blonde, blureyed, 
ght-skinned Aryans. However the 
i^hna that most of us are familiar 
with is the Krishna of the Ushabhar- 
at, the Bhagwat Purana and the 
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Hvitwnm. AJtboMgh M *D 

iocamttion of Viihnu. h» k wonhlp* 
M tho SupTttSM God in hii own 
right. He goes oy a variety of names: 
Balaji, Damodar, Dasarna, Penh- 
aaart^» Ranchoda, Madangopala 
(passionate cowherd), Kanhaya (Iot* 
er of virgins). tLishonlal (beloved of 
virgins), Madhava, Mohan, Murab, 
Murari and Shyam. Needless to say. 
in the world of art and literature it is 
Krishna the beloved of Radha and 
Cbe ^opis, the flute player and frolic* 
lover tnat is the most popular figure. 
Ibis is precisely whet this Saidihly 
illustrated book primed in Switter* 
land and written by scholars of inter* 
Mlional repute ii all about (Kfi$h 
at—The X>jvme Lover. B.i. Publlce* 
lions, ^ce Rs 400). 

In eU climes and languages love is 
a iaany*splandoured phenomenon. 
But no^ere in the world did it 
arouse as much passion among scho* 
Ian and sages as it did in ancient 
India. Treatise on the art of love* 
m^ing^ike Kamsshasm and Xok* 
ahastra were entirely devoted to ero* 
tica and technioues of achieving sue* 
cessful coition. Even when pronounc* 
' iflg on mystic or divine love our 
ancients could not resist translating 
the longing of the human soul for 
union wuh god into desire for sesual 
fuifiiment. When it came to love 
between mortals, they wasted little 
tune in prelimineries like words of 
admiretion or affection end got down 
to the real busing of making love, 
^is is not surprising sime Xeme. 
ehe god of love, it often identified 
with fire (agnO end his wife Rati 
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with »exudl des;r«. is ijorirayed 
huidinf; d mirror (<tarpana>t<i arouso 
darpa— wantonness. 

In Krishna's muUilarious affairs 
with Radha (who incidentally was 
his aunt) and the cop/s we are taken 
through the entire gamut of emu* 
tit>ns« divine as well a^ earthy, dealt 
with m minurc detail. Songs and 
poems on the subject are in Snngar- 
TiisW-"horny.*' All the ten stages of 
luve (Surara ddsam^beginning with 
delight at the first gfance of the 
beloved to utter distraction are de* 
picted. True to their habit of catalo* 
guing everthing our ancients began 
with purva raga (the birth of love) 
and went through prema. priti and 
MaitAuna jvata (coition fever) to 
Toll (oneness achieved by simul* 
caneous orgasm). 

The pictures in ihe book speak for 
ihemselvcs; they are an eloquent 
tribute to the artists (mostly un« 
known), to ihe selectors (not many 
have been published before) and to 
the master-printers who have sue* 
ceeded in bringing out their rich 
colours. The poetry has unfortunate* 
ly been relegated to the end of (he 
book. Appropriate verses carried 
alongside the pictures should have 
enhanced the value of the book. We 
have Vatsalya describing the beauty 
of baby Krishna in slumber; 

His sleepy eves, 

black beneath their drooping Ud$, 
Are like a pair of bees, each 
trapped at dusk 

in tne nighrclosing petals of a 
flower. 

Gaata Covind ebounds with 
beautiful descriptions of woodlands 
around Vrindaben: 

Winds from sandalwood moun* 
laias 


Blow now toward Himalayan 
aks, 

nging in plunge in the snow 
After weeks of writhing 
In the hot bellies of ground 
snake^ 

Melodious voices of cuckoos 
Raise their )Oyfui sound 
When they spy the buds 
On tips of smooth mango bran* 
ches. 

And the dangers ihet loverN en 
counter on their way to their places 
of meeting! 

Clouds break 
AiTovrs of water fall 
Like the last blows 
That end the world. 

The night is thick 
With lamp black for the eyes. 
What but you. O friend 
Would keep so late a tryst? 

The oarth is a pool of mud 
With dreaded snakes at large. 
Darkness is everywhere. 

Save where your feet 
Flash vrtth lightniqg. 

There are innumerable erotic 
scenes depicting group love as in 
Keshav Das: 

Once in the woods when Krishna 
did sport 

With Radha. seeking pleasures 
swe e t. 

And shouts of joy did issue forth 
As oft when lustful lovers meet 
When she did take the active role 
Her necklace studded with dark 
gems 

Did wildly shake thus to and fro. 
Says Keshava. as d it were the sun 
Hid taken Saturn on his lap 
And joyfully him he had swayed 
In swing ^ black sUk^so did 
flash 


Those dark gems with each move 
she made. 

It is Keshav Das again who has this 
amusing account of Krishna "surprls* 
Ing** one of the )ftayikas feigning 
sleep: 

When she knew Shh Krishna to 
approach 

Sne feigned sleep, softly he 
essayed 

To wake her—sha would not be 
woke. 

Then venturing forth, his hand he 
placed 

upon her rising bosom, so 
That she did titillated feel: 
Hcnbuldened thus his hand did go 
Her Waist-band to unite, when 
she 

Did start and rise, and knowing 
him close 

Said. *A11 day long, nhf boor ill* 
bred, 

Your cuws you tend and at night 
force 

Yourself in another woman's 
bed*' 

It is a pity that the site and price of 
this book wiJI make it into an adorn- 
ment on the coffee tables in (he 
homes of rich people where people 
will admire its beautiful pictures 
without bothering to read the accom¬ 
panying text. Here we have scholars 
of repute: Frofessor B.N. Goawamy 

and his wife Karuna. Karl Khandak 
vala and Kapila Vatsayana along 
with foreign experts Mrs Dallapicco* 
la (Haidelberg^Enrico Uacco and Dr 
Spink (Ann Arbour). Together they 
have provided us a feast for the eyes 
as well as for the mind. 

The paintings have been repro- 
Puced from the book, Krishna: 
The Ofvine Lover. " . 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


A crisis of legitimacy 


The naked realities of power must necessarily be covered by an Ideological fig*leaf. and in 
Pakistan today, it Is the fig-leaf of Islam. Islam is being conveniently used to maintain an 
iron grip over the state by a corrupt army. But the hour of reckoning i$ not too far. says 
TARIQ ALI In the concluding portion of an extract from his book. Can Pakistan $un/ive? 

(Penguin Books; price Rs 46.61). • 


T he iircuk up of Pukistan in 
did not. us mi»;hT have 
bi'CM t!iipc'ct«d« result in uny 
serious split Within rht* 
country’s pulitic4l pan it*s 
Kohl ICS had Iwcome su thn muchly 
tctiiooalivvd that the ducomposiiion 
of ihv 1V47 slute did not seriously 
affect the ptirtieft. in unv uf its com- 

E onunt parts. The Muslim L«aitu«» 
jd represenrud rhv first major 
attempt lo conilruci i nutiunul poh* 
cicid pill tv in Kakisian. Its roots, 
howvvei, had leniniitcd eiuremvly 
weak and, lallmi; io ucipoic a muss 
hasB, It dishiteKintvd Mion ufier Jin* 
njh s dtfuth rhoru wci e u number of 
reasons why iliu latter failed M ere 

nic j Mihsiaiiritil puilv oilman isotum. 

Utiai Ptadc'sh. one of ihv mam re* 
tfiiMis ui the Muslim pet tv 
iKMiraeoisie which he lepresentvJ. 
did not htfconu* pail of Pakistan; the 
ixisid'ariiiion refiiMee^ from Inili.i. 
moieovvi. did not constitute a 
numerically sirioific.iiu or {kiI ilk ally 
SI able force, hence, without abuse in 
the present pinvnues ot I’akislao. 
Itniiah tended in cuiifirm provincial 
liindJord’* us the ruprescntulives of 
the Muslim Leapu^ The low level of 
producreve forces (the virtual non* 
cxisiviu e of capitalism I in the ureas 
that now coos mute Pakistan meant 
ihai landinrtls were the dominant 
social foice inside the rulloK class. 

The Muslim LeaKoe, unbke the 
hulum Conruess, was never able to 
become a reliable poUtical party for 
the ruling class, capable of either 
mystifying or controlling the masses. 
Aftei Jinnuh s death, it discredited 
Itself pei manenily, when it was re¬ 
duced to u clutch of corrupt and 
bickering factions. Hence, from the 
outset Pakistan was dominated by 
the army and bureaucracy. It was the 
latter which was crucial in the de* 
vclopment of capitalism in Pakistan. 
The links between the new entree 
roneurs and the civil service were 
always close and mutually benefi* 
ciul. As long as the civil servants 
exercised untrammelled power 
there was no reason why the new 
ruling class should develop its own 
olitical party. The army and 
ureaucracy guaranteed its interests 
more effectively than the Muslim 
League or anv other surrogate£ 0 uId 
have dune. The failure of the rakis* 
70 


rani ruling class tofwoduce a politic* 
nl instrument also prevented the 
emergence of a national alternative 
from the centre or left. 

Pre Partition politics continued to 
dominate Pakistan's provinces well 
after independence, fn (he NWPP 
and Baluchistan, the Muslim League 
had enjoyed little organised supperi. 
The Pathan and Baluch leaders «n< 
guged in Ihc .struggle against im* 
l«eriabsm were part of a nationalist 
offensive which the Muslim league 
was precisely created i<» sahotage 
The two border provinces remained 
under the strong influence of unri 
l.cMgue nationalists. For u lung 
period they worked in concert, but 
the growing political ciisis separated 
them. The sivtl war in Baluchistan 
transformed the political life nf that 
province: the birth of ihe BPLP and 
the subsequent split between fiiten* 
ju and Wall Khan w.is the consequ* 
ence. In the Puniah and Sind, land* 
lords dominaied politics and feudal* 
ist hegemonv made poliikal parties 
almost redundant, though this hold 
wos partially broken by the emerg¬ 
ence of populism under the banners 
of Bhoifo s PPP. 

PPP's popularity was based on what 
it promised rather than what if 
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achieved. In Pakistan, no major pnli* 
(kal leader had ever argued that the 
interests of thy common people were 
paramount. However. Bhutto's place 
in Pakistani history is assured be* 
cause he encouraged the downirud* 
den to speak iheir bitterness. That 
was nnvel. But since Bhutto's death, 
the PPP remains a shell. It hus two 
courageous women at its head iBhut* 
lo's widow and oldest dauglitcir). but 
it lacks a cadre, experienced nnd 
dedicated organisers, a tradc union 
and peasant baw.* ur even a politic h 1* 
ly stable student oiganisatiiin. Us 
ideology remains confused 
Kew liouln that ihe PPP would win 
a maioritv in any election. The ques* 
lion, however, is whether any of 
Pakistan's jvilirkal parties are <<ufri* 
ciently we 11-organised to imliaie a 
mass 'movemenr that could force n 
general election. The Punjab is here 
the crucial province. If the Punjabi 
masses take to the streets, the pre* 
sent military regime will fall. But (he 
political parties in the Punjab are 
weak. The PPP has support, but no 
serious network. The Tehrik*i* 
fstiqlul led by Air Marshal Asghar 
Khan is a typical Pakistani organisa¬ 
tion. con.sisiing largely of national or 

f irovincial leaders, together with 
landwagun careerists who hoped 
that the army might tolerate (he 
modera(e Tehrik as a counter to the 
PPP. The Tehrik*s political program¬ 
me is based on a limited moderni.sa* 
tion of (he state and a sprinkling of 
reforms. Committed to the mixed 
economy*, it is ambiguous on every 
ma>or question confronting the 
country. 

There can be little doubt that, in 
the eventuality of a spontaneous 
mass uprising it would be the PPP 
(in (he Punj^ and Sind) that would 
reap the harvest. Its difficulty lies in 
the fact that it is not strong enough 
to Initiate such a rebellion, but is 
dependent on the mood of the mas* 
ses. Political consciousness is diffi¬ 
cult to gauge when there are no 
elections. The failure of mass pro* 
tests to materialise after the execu¬ 
tion of Bhutto was an indication that 
people were tired, They had strug¬ 
gled for five months to overthrow 
Ayub in 1966-69. They had protested 
against the election-rigging of 1977. 
Many had indeed voiedagainsl Shut* 





CO. but ROC with che intention of 
bringing about mantel law. Blame 
has been attached to Bhutto*s lieuce' 
nants. in particular Hafis Pirsada 
and Mumtas Bhutto, for the Jack of 
any mass action preceding or follow* 
ing his execution: to be sure, the PPP 
leaders cannot totally evade respon¬ 
sibility, bur they were paying the 
price of the earlier failure to con¬ 
struct a political party in the real 
sense uf the word. Nor could they 
dimply leap over the masses, lo un 
leasn strikes and demonstrations. At 
all events, the fact that the people 
remained passive, if angujsheo, spec¬ 
tators throughout the trial and ex* 
ecution of Bhutto was a sufficient 
indicator that the army would have 
an easy run for a few years. 

Subsequently, the trauma that fol* 
lowed Bhutto's execution brought 
about a detachment from politics. 
This was not a de-policicisation, but 
reflected a feeling of helplessness 
and demoralisation, a combination 
of sadnass and fear. It was quite 
common to hear a Puniabi say; *If 
they could kill a powerful man like 
Bhutto, who are we? We are no* 
things.’ The brutalisation of Pakista¬ 
ni politics helped to atomise popular 
conwiousness. The military reeime 
hoped that in thi.s way Jt coula ex¬ 
punge from the historical memory of 
the masses all recollection of their 
collective strength. This, however, it 
has not succeeded m doing. There 
urc signs thor change is not tar away. 
How It will come is uncertuin; few 
can ever accurately predict the 
creativity of the masses in move¬ 
ment. None, however, believe that 
Pakistan's political parties, as they 
exist today, cnuld be the motor force 
for removing the army permanently 
from the political scene. 

Jh9 Pikl»t#ni l^ft 

T he history of the communist 
movement in South Asia is inex¬ 
tricably linked to the Russian revolu¬ 
tion and us aftermath. The fall of 
Tsarism and the establish men r of a 
Soviet Republic in Petrograd had a 
profound impact on a layer of revolu¬ 
tionary nationalists in India. Instinc* 
rively many ordinary people fell 
they were witnessing the birth of a 
state that would be the friend and 
ally of oppressed peoples every¬ 
where. The unilateral abrogation of 
all former imperialist rreecies^ and 
the publication of secret protocols 
designed to prolong colonial sulh 
jugation in the Near East, won the 
new revolution approval in manv 
parts of the world, ine international* 
ism displayed by the Bolsheviks was 
concretised by the formation of the 
Communist International in 1919. 

At its Fourth Confess in 1922, the 
Comintern established certain 
uidelines designed to aid the fledg* 
ng communist parties in the C(^ 
oxuei. These were, of necessity, ex* 
tremely general, schematic and ib> 
ssracti but compared to the 'advice* 
proffered from Moscow* In the Thir¬ 


ties. Forties and Fifties, they appear 
as models of clarity: “Tlie refusal of 
the communists in the colonies to 
participate against imperialist 
oppression on the pretext of alleged 
'aefence' of independent class in¬ 
terests is opportunism of the worst 
kind, calculated only to dc«credit the 
proletarian revolution in the East. 
No less harmful must be recognised 
the attempt to isolate oncseU from 
the immediate and everyday in¬ 
terests of the working class for the 
sake of 'national unity* or 'civil 
ace' with bourgeois democracy, 
e communist and working-class 
parties in the colonics and semi- 
colonial countries are confronted by 
a cwivfold task: on the one hand to 
fight for the most radical solutions of 
the problems of bourgeois- 
democratic revolution, directed to 
the conquest of political independ¬ 
ence, and on the other to orj^nise 
the workers end peesants to fight for 
their special class interests and to 
take advantage of the antagonism 
existing in (he national bourgeois- 
democratic camp... The working 
class must know that only by deepen¬ 
ing and extending tlie struggle 
against the imperialism of the great 

I lowers can its role as revolutionary 
eader tw fulfilled.'* 

*rhe tragedy of Indian communism 
was that Its main period of growth 
was theForries. when the rcvmution- 
ary potential of October 1917 had 
already been squandered and falsi¬ 
fied by the emergence of Stalinism, 
From then on. the policies and pers¬ 
pectives of the Comintern parties 
were to be determined by the needs 
of the Soviet bureaucracy. Accor¬ 
dingly, the 1922 Theses became a 
dead letter Indian communisis. far 
from avoiding the twin errors out¬ 
lined above, pursued a policy which 
alternated ^tween a grotesque sec¬ 
tarianism towards tbe national 
movement and outright class col¬ 



laboration. The result was a dismal 
failure with respect to the aucial 
question of winning power. Whv did 
the Indian communists fail, while the 
Chinese and Vietnamese parties suc¬ 
ceeded? Were the latter not part of 
the Comintern as well? These ques¬ 
tions have been raised by Indian 
communists themselves oven he last 
three decades. The answer is not a 
simple one. This is not the place to 
enter into a detailed comparative 
survey of Chinese. Vietnamese and 
Indian comepunism. However, a few 
elementary features differentiating 
the three parries can briefly be men¬ 
tioned . 

The Chinese party does not pos¬ 
sess an unblemished record of linear 
ascent Irom a handful of militants ro 
the seiture of power. Disastrous 
advice from the Comintern was 
accepted by the Chinese communists 
in the lute Twenties. The result was 
catastrophic; in 1927, Chinese com¬ 
munists were butchered in cold 
blood by truops in Shanghai acting 
under the orders of General CHiang 
Kai-shek, characterised by Stalin 
and his associates as a 'progressive* 
leader of the ’democratic 
bour|eoisie'. The subsequent re* 
building of the party was a lengthy 
rocess, aided inadvertently by the 
apanese invasion of China. Muu's 
partisans built a party-army that won 
mass support by becoming the most 
effective means of defence against 
the Japanese colonialists. After the 
defeat of the Japanese, Mao effec¬ 
tively disregarded Stalin's advice in 
practice by refusing lo disband the 
Chinese communist armies, A 
peasant uprising in the North saw a 
renewed civil war in which the 
Maoists triumphed over Chiang Kai- 
shek without too much difficulty. 
Chiang’s soldiery deserted with its 
weapons in tens of thousands. 

The Vietnamese party was aided 
by the virtual non-existence of an 
indigenous bourgeoisie or political 
^parties allied to tne latter's cause. In 
i960, under questioning from an In¬ 
dian communist leader. Ho Chj Minh 
was blunt and to the point: "He gave 
a characteristic reply when I a&ked 
him (Ho Chi Minhj now in his view 
the Vietnamese party, which in the 
Thirties was not much bigger than 
(he Indian party, had succeeded 
whereas we had failed. He replied; 
*There you had Maharma Gandhi, 
here I am the Mahatma GandhiT He 
then went on to explain how they 
had utilised the anti-imperialist 
struggle to build their hegemony 
over the masses. They had Become 
the leading force in che anti- 
imperialiit struggle and moved on to 
socialism. The clear implication was 
that in India it was Gandhi and the 
Congress who had kept control and 
that the CFI was at fault. He also 
explained as did other Vietnamese 
leaders the endemic weaknesses of 
the Vietnamese bourgeoisie, which 
of course contrasted very vividly 
with the strength of the" ladian 
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iMurgeoisie." 

Indian communists were Lon- 
fronted with an extremely strong 
and powerful enemy in the shape of 
the colonial state, as well at with a 
nationalist parly, the indun Con* 
^ress, which had direci links with 
indigenous capitalists and the land¬ 
owning classes. Bourgeois national* 
ism in India was not something 
which could simply be swept aside, a 
(act never properly understood by 
the Cominiurn (even during its re 
voluiiori.iry phase). A further differ¬ 
ence with i c>s|wct 10 China was the 
diversiiv of the rural structures per 
luining to (he two largest Asian 
Mutes The lole of religion and caste 
in rhe fiidiiin villages was coupled 
with the existence for centuries of a 
l.iyvi of intermediary exploiters; 
iHitli were preserved and extended 
by the British, creating a potent 
ctiiinter revuliiiionary stuhiliiy. The 
minor differences between the two 
countries, however, exiMrd at the 
level of the statv muchuie In China, 
throughout the pieievulutionarv 
peiioJs ,iiid I evi'luiioiiaiy upsurges 
id the Twenties. Thiniev and rorties. 
the state machine was either weak or 
disii acted or lunh It i> iruc that the 
Kuomiriiang sUiie apparatus, allieit 
n i« n e u n s r a 111 e t h un i he colon i a 1 sia tv 
in India was much more repressive; 
the systematic elimination uf com¬ 
munists ami prtigressives of all hues 
by the KMT wn't fur more savage 
than Bniish repiession in Amritsar 
or crushing of ihe MopUh uprising in 
Malahar. Executions of political pns 
oners remained a novelty in twen- 
tieth-cvniury British India. However, 
the vircngth of the British colonial 
^tate Uv in its wholv relationship to 
thu social forrnation over which it 
ruled, lather than in pure coercion; 
ax we have already seen, Britain 
never needed more than SO.OtXl 
troops to maintain control uf India’s 
muiii-rniUiuned masses. 

In Cbinu, the explosive impact of 
an expanding capitalism wreaked 
havoc on existing social relations 
and laid the basis for the lust 
Chinese revolution in 1^11. Sub.se- 
quenc depredations hy the contend¬ 
ing forces of the major imperialist 
powers further undermined the rem¬ 
nants of the traditional social order 
In India, meanwhile, the develop* 
ment of the colonial state paved the 
WiSy for a unique amalgam of pre* 
capitalist social relations with 
aspects of a modern scare machine, 
complete with the trappings of a 
bourgeois democracy elbeit tightly 
controlled by Whitehall; Indian 

judges and local councils could 
already be observed in the closing 
ears uf the nineteenth century, 
larx had forecast that the British 
would bring a bourgeois revolution 
to India, and though he was wrong, 
the colonial state aid achieve a very 
partial and deformed variant of suen 
a revolution. It is this that e^lains 
\ the re/ative/y smooth transrer of 
I power ’smooth’ in the sense Ibai it 
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averted a soctal revolution, not that 
it saved lives, since nearly a million 
people died as innocent victims of 
communal violence and ten million 
bitter refugees sought new homes 
across confessional 7rrmtiers. 

T he point of this lengthy digres¬ 
sion has been to drive home the 
fact ibar ihe weakness of Indian 
communism cannot be explained 
simplv by Comintern blundering. 
Mistakes, after all, were commitiM 
on an extravagant Kale in China, 
Vietnam and India alike. Ii was the 
misfortune of Indian communists (o 
he confronted wiih a far more cun¬ 
ning and powerful opponent chan 
(heir ChinoK! and Vietnamese com¬ 
rades in the Thirties and Forties. 
Here the Comintern's failures were 
multiplied by the deadening impact 
4if Stalinism, whose theoretical abso¬ 
lutism and rigid ideological mooopo 
ly weie especially damaging in India. 
Critical thought was vital to compre¬ 
hend and analyse the complex srruc* 
lures of the colvnial stale and the 
vagaries of bourgeois nationalism, 
and ro evolve a Mrategy that could 
win over the masses. Its absence led 
to costly political blunders. Bipan 
Chandra, the wellknown Indian Mar¬ 
xist historian and political scientist. 
at(;'h',piing in a construct ive and 
non sectarian fashion to analyse the 
we,ikness of Indian Marxism, has 
concluded' 

"Almost all aspects of the weakness 
of the Indian Marxists in analysing 
the social reality, in applying Marx¬ 
ism to India, in evolving correct 
political practice, and in the Failure 
to correct mistakes in time, are link¬ 
ed to the virtual absence of free 
discussion amongst (hem... the Indi¬ 
an Marxist, political vrorker or intel 
lectuai has learnt to exercise drastic, 
and disastrous self-censorship... The 
cult of the great man or men has 
greatly eroded the democratic and 
scientific notion that the acquisition 
of knowledge of society is a coUec- 
live activity... The average Indian 
Marxist therefore genuinely believes 
that he is not fti to think on or 
debate matters of theory, ideology, 
and higher or broader political prac¬ 
tice." 

The two great errors committed by 
Indian communism were both re¬ 
lated to its subordination of workers* 
and peasants’ interests to the wishes 
of Moscow. The failure to panicipate 
in and help the Quit India movement 
of 1942 handed India over on a 
platter to bourgeois nationalism and 
simulfaneously weakened the left 

inside the Congress Party. The 
second misjudgment was grounded 
in a theoretical incapacity to com¬ 
prehend the complexities of (he 
national question. iTie CPI failed to 
analyse the forces motivating Hindu 
and MutUn communallsnt. It sup¬ 
ported the demand for a eonftuional 
stare of Pakistan, disguising its 
ignorance by erguing that com* 
munalism was a 'problem of growing 


nationalitici* At Che most critical 
period in the history of the sub^nti* 
nent, the CPI, congenitally incapable 
of developing an independent ^licy 
protested itself before the Coogress 
and the Muslim League. In March 
1946, the British communist P. P. 
Dull intervened in an attempt to lift 
the mist of confusion, maintaining 
that (he demand for Pakistan was 
based on religion, not nationality. 
Five months later, the CPI obliungjy 
altered course. They now explained 
that the demand for an independent 
Pakistan was a reactionary one, 
based on the ndeds of 'Muslim 
bourgeois and feudal vested in¬ 
terests, who are seeking a comprom¬ 
ise with imperialism for a share of 
the administration in divided India'. 
What the comrades could not explain 
was how the League had managed to 
build an element of mass support. 
We are not suggesting that a correct 
evaluation by the CPI would have 
avoided the bloodbath of 1947. What 
it would have done, however, was 
help to lay the Foundations For a 
strong and powerful communist 
muvemeni throughout South Asia in 
the period following independence. 

when Partition came, the tiny 
band of Pakistani communists active 
in the Punjab, Sind^ the NWFP and 
Baluchistan saw their numbers de- 

E leted by the mass migration of 
indus and Sikhs. The refugees 
arriving from Uttar Pradesh or Indi¬ 
an Punjab were unlikely recruits to 
the communist cause. The histm'y of 
communism in (his region is not 
articuJarly edifying or instructive, 
he weaknesses of Indian Marxism 
were reproduced in an exaueraied 
Form in Pakistan, and wirn tragic 
consequences. Pakistani communism 
never succeeded in implanting itself 
as a national, political currant, ex¬ 
cept in East Pakistan prior to 1971. 
The movement was utterly dis¬ 
oriented by the Sino-Soviet split; the 
Stalinist tradition had not prepared 
the cadres for (he existence of two 
centres of the world communist 
movement. A majority of Pakistani 
communists, brought up in the stul¬ 
tifying atmosphere oF monolithism 
and stunned by the split, finally 
decided to back l^ekin^ This, howev¬ 
er, was not for 'leftist'reasons as in 
India. Peking's break with Moscow 
and conflict with India had led to its 
adopting a friendly attitude towards 
the Pakistani military regime under 
Ayub Khan: many communists who 
b^ame Maoists accordingly found 
themselves, for the first time in their 
political lives, the beneficiaries of 
state patronage. 

The results were extremely nega¬ 
tive for (he entire Pakistani left. Its 
opportunist attitude to the regime 
meant that the 196B wave of revolt 
from below which toppled Ayub alio 
bypasMd the Maoists, who had in¬ 
itially opposed the mais movement 
or remained passive. It was the PPP 
which gaineo the allegiance of the 
‘new left' which emerged at that 


tifflt. 7ht populist y«ftrs vHth Bbutto 
in power Mneroto<r more disillusion' 
moRt on toe left. At the time of the 
militarv coup of July 1977. the Pakis¬ 
tani left was much weaker than it 
had been in 1947 or 1968. This was 
an unmitigated disaster for any hope 
of social transformation in the coun¬ 
try Unlike its Indian counterpart, 
the Pakistani left from 1947 onwards 
confronted a weak and unstable 
state. As the decades went the 
crisis of legitimacy mounted. Vet ii 
was not the (eft, but Bengali 
nationalism which triumphed in the 
East and a populist-nationalism 
which grew in the West prior to the 
collapse of rhe old state and the civil 
war. 

The situation today is extremely 
bleak. Splinters from the early Com¬ 
munist Party still survive, but they 
are shadows of their former selves. 
Maoism is in total decline: few for 
mer enthusiasts of the cull could 
swallow the drastic turn in Chinese 
foreign policy. Some have returned 
to MoKOw's fold, thus tragically con 
firming that the fundamental prob* 
lems m South Asian Marxism have 
yet to be resolved Others have retre¬ 
ated from politics. There are Marxist 
Study-circles in a number of cities, 
and of late there has been a limited 
resurgence of interest in the classics 
of Marxism. It would, however, be 
foolish to imagine that Marxist 
forces stand poised to bring down 
the regime. If the state is threatened, 
it is not the sudden, subterranean 
growth of a renovated Marxismthat 
provides the challenge. The experi¬ 
ence of communist governments in 
West Bengal and Kerala, the murky 
situation in Afghanistan or the role 
of the Tudehl^ty in Iran are not 
designed to inspire a new generation 
of militants. The current world out¬ 
look of the Chinese leaders and the 
Vietnamese embroilment in Kam¬ 
puchea have also helped Co create a 
sense of despondency and gloom. 
Only when the reasons for past fai- 
fures are thoroughly assimilated on 
the plane of theory, and when the 
masses re enter the political stage 
from the left, could this crisis of 
perspectives be overcome. In chat 
sense, the situation of the left, 
chough bad, is certainly not perma¬ 
nent. 


Can Paklatan aurviva? 

S oon after he took power in De¬ 
cember 1971 as the first civilian 
CO be appointed Chief Martial Law 
Administrator, Zulflqar Aii Bhutto 
was confronted with the problem of 
the army. He understood the dimen¬ 
sions of the difficulty. In one flight of 
rhetoric, he went so far as to state: 
'We must take a leaf or two out of 
North Vietnam's military textbook. 
A People’s Army rather than a con¬ 
ventional army, that is the philoso- 

a thar will guide us in our new 
!nct policy.' It was a pleasing 
thought, bur wW Bhurto should also 


The only effective bos is for overthrowing the miMtory 
regime could be o moss movement repeoting, in more 
difficult circumstonces, whot ft accomplished in 1968-69 
The task todoy, therefore, is the political orming of the 
mosses so thot ot the right moment they con both ocquire 
ar>d utilise weapons to defend themselves. 


have understood was that the Viet¬ 
namese army was not a product of 
French or American imperialism. It 
was a 'people's anay' ^eciscly be¬ 
cause ii had been built by the people 
in a senile against four c^onial 
powers: rrance, Japan, Britain and 
the United States of America. 
Whereas the man who was to be the 
first C-io-C of the Pakistan army, 
General Sir Douglas Gracey, had as 
it happened led many future soldiers 
and oificarsof that army precisely to 
reoccupy Saigon and hold it till the 
French could muster a sufficient 
force to reassert their authority. The 
Pakistani army could not he trans 
formed by d^ree, but only by a 
social revolution; an understanding 
of this fact is central, if we wish to 
ask how the army could be removed 
from power on a permanent basis. 

When General Zia says that Pakis 
tan would collapse without Islam, he 
Is utilising an ideolo&ical fig-leaf to 
cover the naked reanties of power. 
What he really means is that, with¬ 
out the army. Pakistan would nor 
exist as before. Islam is g conveni- 
enca designed to maintain iron con- 
rcol over every different aspect of 
political and social life. The economy 
IS now in the trusted hands of Dr 
Mahbubul Kaq of the World Bank, 
who will re build the private sector 
in the name of 'Islamic Justice' How 
tong can this farce continue? What 
strategy should be pursued to bring 
an end to this regime? The choices 
vary, depending on which layer one 
chooses to question. The politicians 
want to see a return to the 1973 
Constitution, through peaceful 
means. They maintain that there is 
only one appropriate demand: gener¬ 
al elections. Is this a realistic pros¬ 
pect? In our opinion, a civilian gov¬ 
ernment is unlikely unless there i$ 
mass pressure on the streets or a new 
turn of events on the external front. 
A voluntary transfer of power by the 
generals can virtually oe excluded. 

There is now more than a simple 
political reason for the army’s desire 
to remain in power-chough that 
remains a lundamental factor. The 
officer corps is also the recipient of 
considerable largesse in the shape of 
bribes, foreign currency, patronage 
rights, etc. There is. of course, a 
hierarchy of corruption.wiih a gener¬ 
al making more money than a cap 
tain. But the officers as a whole are 
reputed to be contented with their 
lot. The perquisites of power are now 


(heir privilege. Moreover, a layer of 
these officers have been trained at 
CIA and DIA (Defence Intelliunce 
Agency) centres in the United states 
and are aware of what is expected of 
them in emergencies. The Pakistani 
army today is a mercenary force in 
every sense of the word; soldiers and 
officers are regularly sold to the Gulf 
states and Saudi Arabia; the USA 
maintains its network of agents and 
informers; and since 1977, martial 
law has provided emple bounty for 
the executioners ot the elected 
Pnree Minister. Such an army has no 
reason to relinquish political power. 
It is true that the longer it stays in 
^fice. the more advanced is rhe 
crisis of legitimacy But (hat is not 
how the high command views the 
situation. 

If it 1 $ utopian to expect (as aU the 
country's political parties do) the 
generals voluntarily to quit the state, 
what then cen be done? Is terrorism 
(dignified by the phrase 'armed 
struggle’) the answer? We think not. 
Terrorism is, after all, not a newcom¬ 
er to the subcontinent. There was an 
active and vigorous tenorist move¬ 
ment in Punjab and Bengal in the 
Twenties. The Chittagong armoury 
raid, with the trial and hanging of 
the legendary fihagat Singh, forms 
part of South Asian folklore. What is 
recalled less often is that it was a 
miserable failure, as Bhagat Singh in 
his prison cell understood better 
than most. The question of terrorism 
is no abstract one today. Al-Zulfiqor 
(based in Kabul and under the poli¬ 
tical direction of MunasaBhuUo, 
eldest son of (he executed political 
leader) has claimed credit for the 
hijacking of a Pakistan International 
Airlines plane, which secured (he 
release oi some dozens of political 

t risoners. A reactionary politician 
es been shot dead in Lahore. On 7 
February 1982, an Al-Zulfiqar squad 
fired a SAM-7 missile at a plane 
carrying General Zia soon after it 
had taken off from Islamabad, but 
(he missile narrowly missed its 
target! repression inside the country 
increased. Other acts of sabotage 
have been carried out in (he Frontier 
province. 

When Lenin described a terrorist 
as a 'liberal with a bumb,' he was not 
being facetious. Terrorism is the 
most dramatic form of pressure- 
politics. The perpetrators of terrorise 
acts believe that, by heroic actions, 
they can accomplish change over the 


htads of the masees. Terrorum U 
apolitical, precisely because ii 
ignores the level of mass conscious* 
ness. 1i seeks in vain to subsrirute for 
the masses; it seeks in vain to arouse 
them, indepentkntly of the objective 
conditions that prevail in tbe couit* 
try. In gbj* respect, terrorism is the 
exact opposite of a viable strategy of 
protracted armed struggle. For the 
latter can onlv be successful where it 
is based on tne support of tbe peo* 

E »la; (he Cuban, Vietnamese. Yugos* 
av, Chinese or Nicaraguan revolu* 
tions, the French and Italian resist¬ 
ance movements during the Second 
World War—these are all examples 
of a protracted struggle with popular 
support. The giuntic insurrection 
that overthrew w Shah of Iran— 
and in (he process severely dented 
the Iranian army, the strongest and 
best-equipped force in the region— 
revealed ine enormous capacities of 
the messes, for whose mobilisation 
there is no substitute. The activities 
of Al Zulfiqar, by contrast, have so 
far not seriously damaged the reg¬ 
ime. but rather provide a pretext 
for intensilyiru repression at home. 

The only eff^ive basis for over- 
throwing the military regime could 
be a mass movement repeating in 
more difficult circumstances what it 
accompltthed in l$6A-69. The task 
today, therefore, is (he poliucal 
arming of the masses, so that at the 
right moment they can both acouire 
aM utilise weapons to defend them 
selves. It is worth bearing in mind 
Trotsky’s powerful and evocative de* 
scnption « a fighter: ''What disting* 
uishes a revolutionary is not his 
ability to kill, but his readiness to 
die.* ft is only when the masses are 
ready to die fas they were in 196^-69) 
(hat the army regime will fall. The 
time-scale or pattern of such a move¬ 
ment cannot W predicted with cer¬ 
tainty. Nor can one point to the 

( larticular spark which might ignite a 
srge-scale revolt. What can be 
stated is that (bis regime is, without 
doubt, (he most unpopular adminis¬ 
tration in even Pakistan’s chequered 
history. Tbe hour of reckoning, in 
historical terms, cannot be all that 
distant. 

Military rule has suffocated poli¬ 
tics and society in general. However, 
it is worth stressina in particular that 
the oppression suffered by political 
prisoners is now tbe dai^ diet of 
ail Pakistan's women, for whom life 
itself is a prison, the Islamic code 
having reduced them (alter (he li- 
mited gains of the preceding decade) 
to ciphers and objects. Puritanism of 
this variety in fact seeks to conceal 
tbe sexual misery of everyday urban 
life (rural areas are marginally less 
oppressive in this regara). It is a 
remarkable feature of Pakistani 
cities that sexual tensions are always 
high: their victims are mainly 
women, but young boys are also a 
frequent tarMt of repressed minds 
and bodies In its own pcculier way 
the corrent regime, based as it is on 


coercion, backed by a competing 
network of intelligence agencies, has 
concentrated brutality on more sec¬ 
tions of the population than its pre¬ 
decessors. 

Despite all this, the state will not 
disintegrate of its own accord. There 
is no reason why, in the absence of 
foreign intervention or an indige¬ 
nous uprising, the army cannot con¬ 
tinue to mein tain an Islamic banana 
republic in South Asia for another 
d^ade or more. This grim prospect 
remains a distinct possibility. The 
situation on Pakistan’s borders, 
however, is such that (he survival of 
the military regime depends, (o a 
certain extent, on a staoihsation of 
politics in Iran and Afghanistan. This 
js unlikely. The nightmare that 
haunts the generals in Islamabad is 
that changes abroad could spark off 
dissent at home. The army is onlv roo 
keenly aware of (he fragility of the 
state over whose destiny it now pres¬ 
ides. The corps commanders realise 
full well chat (hey are not popular. 
They know their regime cannot sur¬ 
vive simply on American military 
aid. Aware that meeting new chal¬ 
lenges at home by renewed bouts of 
repression further weakens their 
hold, they do not see h serious 
alternative. Any civilian government 
would have to recognise the atas 
a permanent force in the political 
life of the country. Yar any political 
party which agreed to that would 
sign its own death warrant. 

Ironically, the survival of Pakistan 
as fl state ti^ay does not depend on 
vested interests or the armeo forces. 
Only a thoroughgoing social trans¬ 
formation and the institutionalisa¬ 
tion of damocracy. together with the 
disbandment of tne mercenary army, 
could offer Pakistan a future. This is 
the supreme paradox: those who 
have made religion into the organis¬ 
ing cement of the state are no longer 
capable of holding it together; those 
who.by changing its very character, 
could maintain it^are weak, dispi¬ 
rited and demoralised- The control¬ 
led optimism of the subcontinent’s 

f reatest living poet. Fait Ahmed 
ail, provides a suitable epitaph: 
Only a few days, dear one, a few 
days more. 

Here in oppression's shadows 
condemned to breathe, 

Still for a while we must suffer, 
and weep, and endure 
What our*forefathers, not our 
own faults, bequeath- 
Fettered limbs, our feelings 
held on a chain. 

Miods in bondage, and words 
each watched and set down; 

Courgge still nerves us, or how 
should we still live on, 

Now when existence is only a 
beggar’s gown 

Tattered and patched every 
hour with new rags of pain? 

Yes, but CO tyranny not many 
hours are left now; 

Patience, few hours of coni' 
plaint are left us (o bear. 



Western Sahara: Conflicting 
super-power interests 


area is a j^jection of its expan< 
aionist poJicy. Morocco holds the 
view that the main Polisario base is 
located at Tindouf in Alf^eria which 
is backing the Polisario because it 
wants to set up a puppet regime in 
the area to gain access to the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean: Libya is helping the 
guerrillas with money and Soviet- 
made arms to destabilise the re¬ 
gion. Morocco does not recognise 
the Polisario and insists on discus¬ 
sing a cease-fire only with Algeria. 
The Polisario will not talk peace 
until its status as the representa- 
live of the people of Western 
Sahara is recogniKed. Meanwhile, 
King Hamn offered to hold a re¬ 
ferendum. The OAU has appointed 
a seven-nation Implementation 
Committee which is attempting to 
organise a cease-fire and referen¬ 
dum with CN help. But its efforts 
are stalled as they try to find 
answers to the questions: How is 
the referendum ro be conducted? 
Who will have the right to vote? 

Meanwhile, a large ni/ml>or of 
OAU nations have already recog¬ 
nised the Polisario and the Saharwi 
Arab Democratic Kepublic tSADR? 
it has set up. Morucco was upset 
when the OAU Ministerial Council 
decided in Addis Ababa in Febru¬ 
ary 1982. TO admit SADR to its 
meetings Morocco warned of split¬ 
ting the OAU unless (ho Alrican 
heads of state undid the Addis Aba 
ba decision and it launched a mas¬ 
sive diplomatic drive to persuade 
19 member states to withdraw from 
the August 1962 OAU summit meet, 
ing, proclaiming that it was not 
authorised to admit SADR. Tlie 
meeting had to be cancelled for 
lack of a quorum. 

The war is costing Morocco 10 
lakh rupees a day—a price that a 
nation without oil money canndt 
afford. But Saudi money and US 
arms enable Morocco to carry on 
the struggle. King Hassan knows 
that he cannot afford to be compla¬ 
cent about socio-economic prob¬ 
lems. The war. on which there 
presently a national enthusiasm, 
has pushed many questions of inter¬ 
nal reform under the carpet, bur for 
how long is debateable. Meanwhile, 
Morocco has stepped up Us di¬ 
plomatic efforts in the Non-aligned 
Movement where the Polisario, 
backed by Algeria, is campaigning 
for support. India, which is keen to 
improve its relations both with 
Algeria and Morocco, is likely to 
tread a cautious path and remain 
'*neutrar in this dispute, leaving it 
10 the OAU to resolve the problem. 


north by Moroci^ and east 
and south by Mauritania. In 1975, 
King Hassan II of Morocco led 
300.009 unarmed subjects in a 
march across the border into the 
disputed area of Spanish Sahara 
which the Moroccans have claimed 
since pre-colonial times. These tac¬ 
tics worked; Spain withdrew from 
the colony leaving the nonhem 
two-thirds to Morocco and the re- 
mnining third to Mauritania. This 
decision did nor suit the 100.000 

numad inhabitants whu banded 
together to form the Folisano Front 
which took up arms to fight for the 
independence of the country. 

In 1979, Mauritania renounced 
its claims, but everyone in Morocco, 
even the Socialist Party which is' 
being kept out of the ruling coali¬ 
tion through which the King rules 
the country, believes that the 
2,60,000 square kr.. uf desert 
moonscape belongs to Morocco and 
that the country should spare nu 
effort to retain the territory. Thus, 
though the King could not afford it, 
for him to pull out would have 
meant losing his crown. Many, 
therefore, bdieved that the 300- 
^ar old Moroccan monarchy was 
linished anyway. But the Moroc¬ 
cans adopted a clever defensive 

[ dan. Realising that it was militari- 
y impossible and economically 
pointless to cling to desert waste¬ 
land that no one could use. they 
concentrated their efforts in the 
north-western strip which they 
term "useful Sahara"; this contains 
the main towns and rich phosphate 
mines. 

In order to protect its claim over 
'^useful Sahara", the Moroccans 
have excavated a trench and built a 
sand wall two meters high, three 
meters thick and some S60 km long, 
from east to west. The wall is dot¬ 
ted, at intervals of about two km. bv 
bunkers protected with barbeef* 
wire, land mines and electronic 
surveillance devices capable of de¬ 
tecting movement SO km away. 
These bunkers are occupied by ab¬ 
out five to eight men. About 10 km 
behind this wall, small forts have 
been built all along the obstacle at 
50 km intervals. Each of these 
strong points is manned by about 
100 men who provide back-up sup¬ 
port to the wall. Battalion strong^ 
reserves ( 1 (XK) men) are located 
further in depth as support for the 
fortresses, thus, about half of 


Morocco's 140,000 strong army is on 
duty at the wall. Morocco gets its 
arms from the US which regards 
King Hassan as one of its best Arab 
friends. 

The Polisario front has an army 
of 10.000 guerrillas who are being 
supported by Algeria and Libya. 
The Polisario, who today control 90 
per cent of their land, proclaim: 
"We are waging a struggle for 
national liberation, so how can we 
lose?" But it is apparent that 
Morocco^ tactics have changed the 
nature of the war and have forced 
Polisario guerrillas to adopt classic 
al tactics for which th^ are neither 
trained nor suited. Tne war has, 
therefore, entered an undecisive 
stage—a military stalemate. It 
looks as if the fate of the region will 
be decided not on the battlefield 
but in the corridors of political 
power. The question hes been dis¬ 
cussed at the United Nations, the 
World Court and Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) without 
throwing up an acceptable solution. 
Morocco's claim is based on tradi¬ 
tion. The PoJisano says that Moroc¬ 
co's poeC‘1975 occupation of the 

Morocco's tactics have | 
changed the nature of the i 
war and have forced the ' 
PoNsario guerrillas to I 
adopt dassical lactics for 
which they are neither 
trained nor suited. The 
war has, therefore, 
entered an undecisive 
stage—a military 
stalemate. It looks as ff 
the fate of the region will 
be decided not on the 
battlefield but in the 
corridors of political 
power. 








R ooms 4re being sold in De> 
Ihi tor half their declared 
prices; one dMsn'i really 
need tu be very lucky lo 
pick up a room ar one of 
the five-star hotels for barely Rs 140 
with full board. At the new Tai 
Palace you can pay Rs 350 for a room 
which would have otherwise cost you 
Rs 700 plus The same is true of the 
Maurya Sheraton. Evan the stolid 
ITDC has been giving out double 
rooms at the Ashok for Rs 520 each. 
As for the luxurious Samrat, the 
Russians recently paid a measly Rs 
260 per head with full board at this 
hotel: the deal was made through the 
official Soviet travel agency, In* 
touri.st. 

The war of cues in Delhi’s hotel 
industry is a result of the Asiad 
construction boon; rooms are now 
available In abundancei while the 
flow of foreign visitors to the capital 
has remained alarmingly stagnant. 
According to former director general 
of tourism, Mr Somttath Chib, "In 
1977 the grnwth rate of foreign tour 
ists (In Indiei was as much as 22 per 
cent. It began to fall the following 
year and came down to 2 2 per cent 
in 1979. During the next two years, it 
remained at a stagnant three per 
cent. In 1992. it had fallen to 2 per 
cent.'’ It is unlikely that the govern* 
ment gave any thought to these fl* 
gures when, with a wave of the magic 
wand, it sanctioned 3,500 rooms—all 
for that single forcnit^t in No/embei 
1962 when the Asiad wa.s held. Pub 
lie financing institutions and banks 


promptly joined the bandiragoa by 
providing almost Rs 250 crores to 
enterprising hoteliers. The result: 
the number of five-star rooms in the 
capital was raised from 2,500 co 
3,400. And like the Emergency, the 
Asiad ensured swift and o^nised 
iroplemeocacion of the project. All 
kinds of facilities were provided to 
the hoteliers who did not hare to go 
through the normal, obstade-ridden 
bureaucratic procedures. 

Fortunately, many of these pro¬ 
jects ere yet to be conpleied. Twen¬ 
ty-five per cent of the 3,500 rooms 
which were sanctioned under the 
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Asiad banner are not ready. This is 
perhaps a boon for the hotel industry 
in Delhi because otherwise the ex¬ 
cess of hotel rooms would have furth¬ 
er aggravated the situation. live in- 
commete hotels are: Mr Charanjii 
Sink’s Meridian <425 rooms, on 
Raisina Road). Mr Swraj Paul's Park 
(231 rooms, on Parliament StreetK 
and Mr Sagar Suri's Bharat (500 
rooms). There are many in the hotel 
industry who fear that these hotels 
will never be completed or that they 
might be convert^ into commercial 
centres, shopping arcades, or even* 
tually declarn insolvent properties 
and auctioned by the government. 
(Mr Sun’s Bharat Hotel, however, 
wis not quite an Asiad project: it 
/is\i propt^d in the mid-oeventies.) 

The Asiad fever did not grip the 
business community alone. The gov 
eminent also went on a wild spend¬ 
ing spree, furiously consiruccing 
hotels as if all the cement in the 


With occuponcy rotes in Deihi'lvi 
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lv&-star hotels—a number of 
le Asiod—plummeting^ a dismal 
prs MADHU JAIN reports how 
poch other In a desperate 
customers. 


liortd ranBuc out. tlio bdlo 
Towim DcfClopMit Corpondon 
(npC) tmiJi in tupor<4«luxe Suirit 
with 300 rcoQt (to be converted to 
369) rlfbt next to the Asbok at a cost 
of Rs 18 crorei. Tben came the Rs 
eight<rore KxAishka in the heart of 
the city (it w*s pleoned as a four*star 
outfit, but later elevated to a five* 
star. cosi*^ltcient ho»f), and the R$ 
fouT'CTore Ashok Yatri Mmas next to 
it. However, bo<b these hotels were 
in the pipeline lonf before the Aiiad. 

Air India built ita 41S*rooffl Cen¬ 
taur Hotel at the Palan airport 
wmiifif in the barnin (be Air India 
business fruei Asn^. which was 
alnosi 100 rooms a day. The 
Haryana Mveremeni. not wanting to 
be mt b^ind, built its Raj Hans at 
Suraj Kund. 

T he Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA) built lit 300* room hotd 
next to the Indraprestha stadium. 
The shell of ihis hotel is now ready, 
and it looks like a Mrt of a ^hosi 
town from which tne inhabitants 


inhabitants 
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have lofii fled. Bids were sent in for 
this hotel, but DDA cooiidered them 
unsuitable Tbe New Delhi Munici^ 
al Committee (NDMC) wanted to m 
part of the bandwagon as wail. The 
youth hostel it built on Baird Road, 
ostensibly for the Asian Games, is to 
be converted into a hotel. It has been 
sold twice over since. The NDMC 
also bas a SSroom hold in Ashok 
Yatri Nivras. 

Tha other private enterprise pro¬ 
jects related to Asiad are: ^ddharta 
Continental (156 rooms) in Vasam 


Vibar (Jai Prakadi Aasediitda. 
most of tbe raonay cominB from 
CPoitniction business in West Ada) 
and Surya Sofitel (2S6 rooms) in New 
Friends* Colony. Maurya Sheraton 
has also added 22 rooms. Up came as 
well the Taj Mahal Palace (500 
rooms) almost as it were, steppina on 
the toes of Maurya Sheraton. Next 
came the Asian Hoters Hyatt Regen* 
cy with 588 rooms which Is expectad 
to open its imperial doors at tne end 
of triis month and is sending a chill 
town many a hotelier's spine. The 
dyatt chaio‘i reputation has offset 
some of the unflatterinf publicity it 
received last year regarding its 
sources of finance from abroad. 

What b worryiai many people in 
the hotel industry Is the glut of new 
hotel rooms in the capital without an 
adetiuite supply of customers (even 
aitlines like British Airways and Pan 
Am are economising and increasing 
their turnrounds reducin|, thereby, 
the number of nights in Delhi). 
According to Alan rernandes, vice- 
president. Oberoi Intercontinental 
“Hotels are now doing what the 
airlines were doing, the airlines 
went broke only because of under¬ 
cutting. You cannot sell something 
worth Rs 100 for half that amount 
forever and get away with it. Sooner 
or later you to broke. That is simple 
arithmetic...''Most of the pundits of 
the hotel business Uke Mr S N. Chib 
feel that the situation will not stabil* 
ise for another five years. Undercut* 
ting is not the only grim part of the 
future scenario. Most of the hotels 
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built eipecially for th« Asiin Gomet 
hive a mountainOoad of debt to be 
repaid. For inatance Hyatt Hotel 
which is expected to open at the cad 
of May 1983. has cost about Rs 40 
crores to build; the interest for the 
total investment emoiuits to over fU 
1,50.000 a day. "In this business, it is 
like a taxi at a red'light. The metre 
keepp ticking,” says a hotelier who 
believes that the new hotels will 
have to have an occupancy rate of 
over 62 per cent to break even. 
According to Mr Charanjit Singh ol 
Meridian Hotel, "At 6S per cent 
occupancy, the hotelier will have to 
sell a room at over Rs 1,200 a day to 
break even." 

There are rumours in the market 
that Mr Charanjit Singh has sold 
Meridian to people who own a site* 
able amount of prize real estate in 
Bombay for their Senator chain of 
hotels. It is aJso being said that 
Siddharta Hotel in Raiendra Place 
(owned by Jai Prekash Associates 
who also own the other Siddharta 
Hotel) has been sold to somebody 
closely associated with the ITC 
group. 

There were seven Applications for 
loans to the Industrial Finance Cor* 
puration of India (IFDC) in February 
1981. Of these only one was rejectetf: 
Apeeiay’s application put forward 
by Mr Swraj Pauri two brothers, 
Sty a Paul and Jit Paul (the guaran* 
tees for the 33 per cent loans were 
not shown or the letters of credit 

E iven, according to one of the mem* 
ers of the loan*givmg committee). 
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Loans ware given to Air India for 
Centaur, to ITDC for Samrat, Jai 
Prakash Associates for Siddharta 
Continental, to Surya Sofitel. to Mr 
Charanjit Singh for Meridian, and to 
Mr Sagar Suri, for Bharat Hotel. The 
Taj Mahal Palace built at the cost of 
about Rs 3S crores, did not apply for 
a loan because the hotel was wing 
built on DDA land and it belongs to 
NDMC. 

What is likely to upset the apple¬ 
cart for the hoteliers, are the high 
interest rates. Normally, IFDC used 
to give loans at an interest rate of 
nine per cent for hotels. This time 
the interest rate is as much as 14 per 
cent. Moreover, IFDC decided to 
loan only a third of the total cost. 
Earlier it use4l to advance two-thirds 
of the cost. Consequently, hoteliers 
had to turn tu the market where 
interest rates vaiy from 16 to 18 per 
cent annually. W^ile hiking up the 
interest rates, the government, in its 
keenness to transform Delhi into a 
five*srer city, opened the previously- 
closed doors to foreign investment in 
hotels. In mid-1980 a government 
directive established a new formula 
for the hotel industry (given non* 
priority status for years): foreign 
investment upto 30 per cent was 
allowed. But the oil-exporting coun¬ 
tries, particularly chose from West 
Aaie, were allowM to invest upto 40 
per cent. 

Interestingly enough, Yuan Tripp, 
one of the pioneers of the American 
international airline. Pan Am, came 
to India to ask the then 





MtridiBn: far from compittt 


Frime Minister Mr Morerji Desei. 
whether Pan Am could invait in 
horeis here. Mr Desai predictably 
said “no/* In fact, there was also a 
move to scrap the plan for franchise 
with international hotel chains when 
Mr Charan Singh was the Prime 
Minister. 

N ow foreign investors can. in addl* 
tion, advance over SO per cent in 
loans. It is learnt that the 
Galadharis are keen on investing in a 
hotel in Delhi A few Indian expatri* 
ates in Uganda as well as some in 
Hong Kong want to invest in hotels 
in Mihl. days Mr Dave, one of the 
rare optimists in the tourism trade: 
“Hotel profitability increases as in* 
flation grows...Delhi is becoming an 
internationally important city. Ev¬ 
erybody wants a piece of real estate 
here.” According to Mr Chib. Asiad 
changed all kinds of rules. “For 2S 
years I have criticised the works 
ministry for not allowing hotels in 
residential areas. Plots for hotels 
were given around Dhaula Kuan dur¬ 
ing the first master plan. Now there 
are three new plots in the heart of 
the city: the Meridian, Park Hotel, 
and Bharat.” (Interestingly enough, 
all three “goldmine” locations oe* 
long to those who have been close to 
the Congress!) 

Other kinds of rules were also 
bent, if not broken. The Urban Ans 
Council initially objected to the 
Swraj Paul family's hotel plans on 
Parliament Street. The hotel would 
cast a shadow on Jantar Mamar 
located opposite the propoMd site 
and lead astray the ancient astrono¬ 
mical fiturations. The Am Council 


had recommended a reduction in the 
height of the hotel. Eventually, it 
was gently penuaded to abandon its 
protest. 

The voluminous report of the IFOC 
loBn*giving committee on the fi* 
nances of the promoters who had 
applied for loam, was also quite 
revealing. It is reliably learnt that 
ten out M the 11 companies belong¬ 
ing to Mr Charanjit Sin^ were los¬ 
ing money. Pure Drinks, the one 
winning company, did not cover up 
the losses of tW others. It seems that 
Mr Singh had mortgaged some of his 
Bombay assets to build the hotel 
which IS yet to be completed. It is 
now being said that Jai Prakash 
Associates has also begun to lose 
monev in Kuwait-;—prompting them 
to sell their hotel in Rajendra Place. 
They were supposed to have already 
deposited Rs 20 crores, ten per cent 
of the capital they had. The same is 
being said about Surya Sofieel (some 
of the money invested here was also 
from West Asif two oLits directors, 
Mr and Mrs Suri have been changed 
recently. 

The gloom on the hotel scene is 

f particularly evidMi from'the smal* 
er hotels. It is now not only a 
question of the survival of the liitesf, 
but of those with other interests, or 
those with the government behind 
them. Hotels belonging to ITC nr 
Taus (both of whom have other 
industries to tide them over the 
crisis) will survive. The others might 
not. Another ploy is. of course, to 
delay the conpleitoo of hotels (loans 
are advanced in stages) until the 
market picks up. 


Other south-east Asian cities like 
Bangkok, Manila and Singapore, par- 
licurarly Manila, also had their share 
of problems: fourteen hotels were 
built in 1976 with disastrous finan¬ 
cial conseouences. In fact, it was said 
that prostitution and massage par¬ 
lours were introduced, with the 
knowledge of the government offi¬ 
cials, to bring in the coveted 
Japanese tourists. “You could bar¬ 
gain lor rooms and get the lowest 
prices imaginable,” says a hotelier. 

But according to Mr Chib, after the 
building spree a ban was placed on 
new constructions in Ban^ok until 
1962. 

Meanwhile, until the house Is set 
in order, hoteliers continue to rack 
their brains M find methods of entic¬ 
ing customers. ITDC will probably 
vy and corner the market of Indians 
in South Africa, and of Indian ex¬ 
patriates in the rest of Africa. It is 
also trying to promote itseJf in the 
USSR and West Asia. It has eves 
devised special package tours for the 
French at 126 a which are tailor- 
made to fit in with the amount of 
money President Mitterrand has 
^owed his compatriots to cake out 
of France. The Russians also insist 
on special deals. In 1983, Intourist 
booked its clients in the Qutb, 
Kanishka, Imperial and Maidens. 
1984 has them in the Taj Palace, 
Hyati Regency, Kanishka, Samrat, 
utb and Claridges. In 1982, it was 
aniit Hotel and Maidens. Says a 
hotelier: “Because of this glut, we 
are now subsidising the Russian 
worker's holiday...** 
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Masters of the Game 


There was o time when the woy to riches was to set up new ir^dustrles or expond the existing 
ones. But todoy's entrepreneurs hove found o shorter ond o cheeper woy to achieve this: buy 
shares in the stockmarket ond get onto the soddle through powerful politlcol mentors. 
TOOSHAR PANDIT with reports from KEWAL VARAAA in Ddhi, RAJNIBAKSHI in Bombay, 
ANITA PRATAP in AAodros or>d AMALENDU BOSE inColcutto tokes stock of the new trend 

ond the people who hove set it. * 



re^Hty the value of real estate has 
been nmrtft up. So the actual worth of 
DCMH aasets is much more than 
what the books show. And once you 
take over the raanagemenc of the 
company, and if want your in* 
vestment back immediately, you 
simply have to sell some of DCM's 
real estate holdings. You invest that 
mon^ 10 huy yet another company. 
And IxIM IS yours for a song. Indeed, 
if you can play your cards well, you 
will soon have several companies 
under your thumb—and almost at no 
cost. 

Your trump card . ts of course, 
vour political conoecitons, for with* 


managed by West Bengal industrial¬ 
ist Sir Biran Mukherjae. However, 
after Mr Goenka had bought IlSCO 
shares worth about Rs 12 crores, the 
politicians deserted him as Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi turned a radical. Havina sunk 
such a lor of money Mr Goenka had 
no option but to Hold on to them 
hoping that the tide would again 
turn in his favour. Sir Biren Mukner* 

f ee. however, skipped dividends for 
our years making Mr Coonka pay 
huge interests on the money he nad 
borrowed to purchase the shares and 
there was no return for the invest¬ 
ment. Finally, IISCO was national¬ 
ised and Mr Goenka lest. 

P So that's the 
dgsma and the 
! name of the game 

t is; takeover Tak- 

\ ing over com- 

panics less ex- 
^ pensive and the 

.. ret u rn t are a Imost 

' Sifev jv instant. You 

would not have 

your Rs 10 crores 
if you had thought 
of investing it to 
build up a new in* 

construction 
would probably 
have cost you 
more. No wonder, 
more and more 
people with that 
Kind of money are 
raiding more and 
more companies 
to get rich quick¬ 
ly—and cheaply. 
■■ ^teir targets are 
always the companies which are 
doing well or expected to do well. 
Preferably, companies having Urge 
assets, especially in real estate hold* 
ings and accumulated reserve; 
w^tere the families running them are 
divided among thems^ves and 
account for a very low percentage of 
the total stock holding; and. wnera 
the financial Inscicutions are holding 
large stocks and as in the case ol 
DCM or Escorts have a decisive sey. 
That precisely ii what the expatriate 
businessman Swraj Paul is aiming at. 


P ■ vque.itiiin close to many 
I hearts; is there an easy. 

I foolpcixif way to make a 
fortune outside the luck of 
premium htmds or the state loiter* 
les’ The answer is: ye«. If you have 
some money, say around Rs tO 
crores, what you must do to mi 
richer is to invest it in any of ine 
blue chip companies. The older the 
company, the greater the return. For 
the ^ake of an iJ lust rat ion, let us 
imagine that your choice is DCM 
With the amulint of money you have. 

you can buy about 12 , 00 , 00(1 shares 
ai the ruling market price (which is 

now Rs HO). This is . 
about ll> per centt 
of DCM's entire • 
stock of HO, 00,000 \ 

shares. have 
the right political 
you 

are assured of (he 
support of the 
financial institu* 

tions holding ab* flLo||^^H|l^ 

out 42 l>er cent of Uv ^ 

the company’s 
stock. And the 
company is vuurs 
for the asking. 

For. the promo- 

ters of the com* MB jM 

pany or their Je- 
scend ants who run 
and manage 
do 

more than 15 per 
the com- 
pany’s shares and 
so they must make 
room for you to R^mndth Goenka: cosrJV gamble 
come in. ■ 

And for an investment of Rs 10 out the sup 
crores what are you getting? You are siiiuiions ai 
getting an Industrie empire whose patronage < 
annual turnover is over Rs 400 crores your money 
and its assets, according to the com- nare Ramn> 

S anv's books, are worth more than years ago. 

s ISO crores. The book value of the through his 
assets, however, does not reflect the al patronai 
reality. Like all old companies, south tndiar 
DCM's assets include massive real Kamaraj, T 
estate holdings in various places in* Subramania 
eluding Delhi. In the books the Goenka m 
values of these assets have been attack in V. 
depreciating over the years but in Steel Comp 
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T he game is as old as money itself 
and the Birlas are among the 
pastmasCers. Much of the spate of 
laheovers in the Fifties, when British 
companies beaan disinvesting are 
attnouted to the Birlas. In all fair* 
ness, howevefi it must be said that hy 
and large the Birlas invested more in 
building up new industries than in 
acquiring them. Until recently, the 
Tatas have never favoured any large 
scale speculative bidding for shares. 
One person who stands nead above 
shoulders among the pastmasters in 
this game is Calcutta businessman. 
Harldas Mundhra who, starting from 
scratch, acquired a massive empire 
in ten years since independence, by 
raiding and winning over control of 
one company after another till he 
was caught in his own net and is now 
devastated. He first bought Osier 
and then added to h» acquisitions, 
the Brahmaputra Tea Company, a 
sterling company, the Jessops of Cal¬ 
cutta. Richardson and Crudai of 
Bombay and finally the BIC. His 
game was up when j( was discovered 
that apart trom using the funds of 
one company to buy ihe shares of 
another, he had sold the same shores 
many times, duping among others 
the Life Insurance Corporation. In* 
deed, Haridns Mundhra is a classic 
example of how one can get rich 
without investing. 

Of late, with capital more scarce 
end the cost of setting up new indus¬ 
tries escalating, a number of com¬ 
panies have fmleii prey to the pre* 
dators on the prowl. Among the 
victims during last ten years or so 
are at least nine major corporations 
with cumbined sales of over Rs 600 
crores. The brewery baron frum the 
Deccan, Vittal Mallya, (see btut) of 
course, takes the cake. Starting from 
scratch 30 years ago, he now controls 
many big names in industiy: United 
Breweries, McDowell and Company. 
Cadbury, Indian Sewing Macnines, 
British Paints. Malayalam Planta¬ 
tion, Kissan products, Hoeche.st 
Pharmaceuticals, Herbertson Carew 
and Company. Mysore Blectro- 
Chemical works, Hindustan Polym¬ 
ers, PhiTCon and Company, and My¬ 
sore Win Products. 

Other recent successful raids: the 
Kapadias taking over National 
Rayon; the Modis gaining control of 
Philip Morris International's God¬ 
frey Phillips and tyre-making ^ant 
Firestone's Bombay Tyres Interna¬ 
tional, and, Nusli Wadia of Bombay 
Dyeing acquiring Bombay Burmah. 
But among the cuirent crop of pre¬ 
dators the one who is feared the most 
in the sharemarkets is the Calcutta 
businessman Rama Prasad Goenka 
who has been claiming one victim 
after another since he acquired Ceat 
Tyres some two years ago having 
bought the foreign equity from the 

f arent Italian company Ceat 
naumatici (see R.P. c6BSKA: 
Sfeikfjtg the Msrktr). In fact, the 
Coankas have baen in the game for 
quite some time with R.P. C^nka's 


VITTAL MALLYA 

The King of Kings 


F ew outside the industrial circles 
have heard of him; even fewer 
have had the opportunity of seeing 
him. Yet. rhe products his com¬ 
panies manufacture—and there are 
more than a few of thenw^re used 
in most households in this country. 
This Indian Howard Hughes, who 
fights shy of publicity, is the S7- 
year old Mangalorean business 
magnate VittaJ Mallya. Jf bis name 
does noi sound familiar, his pro¬ 
ducts definitely do: McDowell’s 
whisky. Carew’s gin. Kissan 
squashes. Dipy's food products (re¬ 
member that familiar slogan 
'Vipee, it's DipyV) and a whole 
range of processed foods. 

Starting from a 
modest loginning 
(he was the son of 
an army doctor), 
over a j^iod M 
about dO years, 

Vittal Mallya has 
become the un¬ 
crowned kii^ of 
rhe Indian liquor 
trade (he beat 
Mohan Meakins, 
the reigning lord 
of the liquor in¬ 
dustry. when in 
I9B1 his com- 

S anies produced 
S.3 million litres 
of bqer and 20 
million litres 
of liquor) and 
has today about 30 companies tuck¬ 
ed eway under his belt, ranging 
from liquor to food prt^ucts to 
medicines. 

Yet, when he was in school (he is 
a product of Doon School), few 
would have guessed that the young 
Vitral Mallya would one day be¬ 
come one of the most successful 
basinessmen in the country. Soft 
spoken and well mannered, even as 
a young boy Mallya used lo ponder 
over balance sheets while his fellow 
students buried themselves in his¬ 
tory. geography and ofathematics. 
The results were predictable: while 
he failed to impress in school, he 
acQuired his first company. 
McDowell, at the age of 24 and two 
ears later United Breweries was in 
is kilty. And ever since then Mal¬ 
lya (who shifted to BaAgaJerc io 
19S2) has been snapping up one 
company after the other, spreading 
his liquor network (all through a 
process of acquiring companies) to 
kerili, Andhra Pradesh, Goa and 
Bihar. 

But, in order to control the liquor 
trade. Mallya realised two thi^s; 
first, ne had to control the distribu¬ 
tion system and second, he had to 


have easy and cheap access to raw 
materials. For the first, he acquired 
Phipsons in the early Sixties and 
fallowed it up a decade later by 
takitu over rlerbensans, another 
distribution firm. And to ensure a 
steady supply of raw materials he 
bought two acres of land in Kash¬ 
mir to produce hops, the most vital 
ingredient in the making of beer, 
and today he distributes hop seedl¬ 
ings to farmers in Kashmir and in 
turn buys up all their produce, 
preempting the chances of any 
other competitor from reaching for 
the hops so iiecessury in the liquor 
trade. 

What is the key to Maliya’s suc¬ 
cess? The answer, 
according to his 
associates, is sim¬ 
ple: the art of 
studying balance 
sheets and know¬ 
ing which com¬ 
pany to acquire 
and when. 1( is lit¬ 
tle wonder then, 
that Mallya has 
come to be known 
as one of the roost 
successful takeov¬ 
er kings in the 
country. For inst¬ 
ance, in the mid- 
Seventies, when 
there was a pro¬ 
hibition drive 
and a slump 
in the liquor market, Mallya easily 

K ' ;ked up a number of breweries 
e Premier. Jupiter, Punjab and 
Indo-Lowerbrau. Again, Mallya is 
known (u buy up su k companies at 
low prices and nurse them back to 
health (example: Dipy's, a division 
of Herbertson). till they become 
flourishing business concerns. 
Again, in callaburation with foreign 
concerns, he has set up companies 
in India and (hen gradually ac¬ 
quired controlling .shares in them. 
For in.ctance, he set up Hoeebst 
Pharmaceuticals jointly with 
Hoechst AG of Germany and then 
came to acquire controlling shares 
in (he company and became its 
chairman. Again, with the help of 
Hoechst AG. which had acquired 
rhe Berger group, the parent com¬ 
pany of British Paints, he became 
the chairman of British Faints in 
197S. 

Mallya's next tar^t is the soft 
drinks market which he hopes to 
capture with a wide range of drinks 
of which Thril, a cola based drink 
and b print a lemon based drink, are 
already being marketed. 

A Special Correspondent 
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father, the late Mr K.P. Goeoka, 
settins (he trend. K.P. Goenka 
started off by acquiring; Octavius 
Steel and then baued Dune am 
Brothers After that RTs three sons 
teamed up with him to ^ain control 
of B.N. Ellias dc Company which had 
among its holdings the National 
Tobacco Company, makers of 
cigareires Following a split in the 
family, R P. Goenka's brother G.P. 
Goenba, now on his own. has ac* 

a jired the laminates fUnt Bakelite 
ylam The art*, evidently, runs 
through the Coenka family. And if 
R.P. Gnenka did not succeed in his 
latest bid to acquire the old and 
venerable Premier Automobiles Li¬ 
mited fPAL) it was not because he 
lacked resources or the wits to match 
his rivals—indeed he. has more than 
enough of both—but because he ha^ 
apparently infringed the inviolable 
code of Indian industrialists which 
eapects the predators to spare larger 
preys. 

The best recent example of bow 
the Hitnt is won—and lost—is 
cigerette giant ITC's battle for the 
control of Madras based India Ce* 
mvnts Limited {ICL). Founded in 
1946 by (he late T.S. Nerayanes* 
wamy and Shankaralinee Iyer, ICL 
has two units, one in Salem and the 
other in Tirunelveli, producing ab* 
out 1.7 million tonnes of cement 
annually. Soon, after* MrfNaravanas. 
wamy's death, K, S. Narayanan, the 
elder son of Mr Iyer, took over as the 
chairman and managing director of 
the company. Mr Narayinaswamy's 
son. N. Srinivasan, who was (hen 
studying in Kerala was brought in as 
the genera! manager and later 
appointed (he joint managing direc¬ 
tor. Trouble was brewing in the com¬ 
pany's board; the new ,appointees 
were vulnerable since Sl'percent of 
the entire share holdings ^ ICL were 
in (he hands of financial institutions 
and banks. Of the total 98 lakh 
shares of ICL. Life Insurance Cor¬ 
poration (L1C> held 24.3S.CN)0, Unit 
Trust of India (UTI> 12.70,000, 
General Insurance Corporation 
<GIC) 10.50,000, and the nationalised 
banks 1,45.000. The Industrial De¬ 
velopment Bank of India (IDBI) has 
also lent substantial sums to the 
company. The gradually developirtg 
rift between the suns of (he original 
promoters of ICL climaxed in late 
1981 when the banks end financieS 
institutions wanted to sell off their 
holdings in a bid to offload the 
shares to the promoters, but K. 5. 
Narayanan and N. Srinivasan fight¬ 
ing amongst themselves could not 
come to an agreement regarding the 
purchase of (he shares. 

About two years ago, (he Duncan 
group of (he Goenkas had shown 
some interest In the shares of ICL. 
The group had offered to pay Rs 
seven extra per share but the bid was 
somehow scuttled. The real con¬ 
troversy. however, started in 
September 1982. when on the advice 
of (hr chairman of the IDBI, Mr N. N. 


Pai, the hnandal innitutioas pro¬ 
ceeded to sell over three-fifths of 
their 51 per cent shareholding in 
ICL to the large Calcutta-based coa- 

ft oroerate, ITC Ltd at six times the 
ce value of (he Rs five shares. 
Morever, the deal was about to come 
through at a time when N. Srinivasan 
and na brother, K. S. Raman, had 
jointly made written of fen to buy 
over Jo per cent of the company's 96 
lakh shares of Rs 5 each at par. 

ITC's interest in ICL is under- 
standeble. The cement industry 
which was in doldruois started look¬ 
ing up %viih the announcement of the 
government's dual pricing policy in 
February 1982. India Cements in 
particular, after ending up with a 
cumulative loss of Rs J.78 croresin 
1980-81. crossed the humo and made 
a net profit of Rs 9.67 lakhs in 
1981-82. Entrenched so far in the 
process of wet manufacture of ce¬ 
ment, the company is now consider¬ 
ing a programme of roodemisetion 
into the more profitable dry process 
kilns A Rs S0<rore investment will 
not debar TTC front taking over in 
(be context of the prospective larger 
returns. 

The deal was struck behind a veil 
of secrecy, end it helped both ITC 
and the financial insiiiutions. The 
tiansactioo had helped promote 
ITC's plans of diversification and tha 
financial institutions had earned a 
good deal of money by disinvesting 
(heir shares at a higher rate. Howev 
er. ITC's corporate conquest was 
soon caught up in the vortex of a 
steamy Financial and legal con¬ 
troversy. When the non-institutional 
shareholders of ICL prwosed to sell 
off their shares to (be ITC, the latter 
refused (o pay as much as they had 

C aid to the financial institutions. The 
ladras stock exchai^e declared 
that it wanted the IT<^ whkh was 
about to buy over a controlling por¬ 
tion oi India Cements shares, to also 
purchase an equivalent proportion 
of shares from minority sharenolders 
’so that (hey were not deprived of 
their legitimeie sbere of monetary 
advantage. The stock exchange also 
sent a communication to the union 
finance ministry suggesting that the 


N S. F$i: ctught in the crossfire 



centre fonoulate a code of conduct 
for company takeovers'. All taka- 
over bids, the communication added, 
must be publicised to enable minor¬ 
ity investors to take advantage of the 
market prices. 

On his part, Mr Srinivasan has 
dragged the deal to court. He filed a 
writ pednon in the Madras high 
court challenging the transfer and 
has obtained an interim injunction 
staying it. The Company Law Board 
(CLB) in Delhi has also restrained 
(he transfer of the shares as it is yet 
to decide whether the board's prior 

S ennission was necessary In the 
aal. Sections 192 and 3/2 of the 
Company's Act and sections 20 and 
23 or the Monopolies and Restrictive 
Trade Practices Act (MRTP) states 
that the board's prior permission is 
necessary if a company wishes co 
purchase over ten per cent of 
another company's shares The ITC's 
deal comes within the MRT? scope 
as it was seeking to buy 32.€^er 
cent of India Cements shares. fiC's 
contention before (he court was (hav 
four companies, ITC, Pinnacle In¬ 
vestments Ltd., Summit Investments 
Ltd., and Sage Investments Ltd., had 
tendered applications for the trans¬ 
fer of shares with none of them 
seeking to acquire more than tan per 
cent oT ICL’s shares, and not iTC 
alone. But Srinivasan has countered 
this argument maintainingthat the 
three companies listed by TtC are in 
reality wholly-owned suMidiarics oF 
the Indian Tobacco Company. The 
court intends to wait for the CLB 
decision before deliveriM a judg 
mem in this case. The CLB has been 
repeatedly delaying its decision on 
the issue and this has given rise to 
speculations that ITC may be forced 
to return its sheres. 


A 


part from treating a stir in the 
.stock markets, the India Ce- 
mencs-ITC deal served to 

highlight (he potentially dubious 
role of financial institutions in the 
takeover game, since they hold a 
major part of the shares in most 
major companies and thus can deter¬ 
mine who wins. Among other things 
the sequence of events in the India 
Cements deal illustrated how the 
institutions act sMcifically on in¬ 
structions from Delhi. Yet when 
second rank officers of the financial 
institutions insist that there is no 
overt interference from Delhi, they 
are not lying. Any instructions issued 

S Delhi are conveyed directly to the 
lef executive lo takes ^propri- 

airman of 1£VX, Mr 

•sal from his post 
ipens when these 
r confused by the 
gets carried away 
m*^vs and axcaeds 
ie*ei'»within which 
Uid like him to 


lief executive 
ete actioB. The 
N. N. Pal'S dif 
showed what 
signals are ei' 
bureaucrat or 
by the power 
the limited ps 
the Delhi bos 


oparate. 

Pai's uRceramonious departure 
together with the wild publicity 


tfami hai Accompanied aoma lakaov* 
ors has now left the finaocial tDstiru> 
{ions in a peculiar position. In many 
of the companies where the institu* 
tions have a bulk holding the prices 
are better today than th^ are acain 
likely to be in the near future. Vet, 
says a prominent fiombey stock brok* 
er. the institutions dare not sell to 
eny one at the moment for fear of 
stirrinK up yet another hornets’ nest. 

At the time of Mr Pai^s d ^pasture, 
ostensibly a resignation in deference 
to the new policy of inducting youn* 
ger people, there was wild specula¬ 
tion in the market about which par* 
cicular "deal” he was punished for. 
Was it for the ITC*lndia Cements 
deel, the Bombay Dyeing-Bombay 
Burmah Trading Company deal or 
the course of events in the Goenka 
bid at Premier? Speculation about 
the extent of Delhi's disenchantment 
with Mr Pai was further fuelled 
when there were rumours that his 
house had been raided by either the 
income*tax department or the CBI. 
This, however, was quashed when 
there was no official confirmation 
from these departments.. 

Now, months later, top industrial 
ists who dealt with, paid and were 
involved in several of the controver* 
sial transactions believe that no par 
'licular issue was responsible for Mr 
Pal's fall from Mwer In tne words of 
one indusrriaJisti Mr Pai had ex* 
ceeded the limits of his power. But. 
perhaps, the most accurate analysis 
IS that Mr Pai was the victim of a 
crossfire between warring factions 
within the Prime Minister’s circle. 
Mr Pai apparently owes allegiance to 
Vijay Drier and had incurred the 
wrath of Arun Nehru. 

Moreover, as the Premier Auto¬ 
mobiles (PAL) case has illustrated, 
there ere different factions within 
the cabinet, each lobbying for a 
different party in any such dispute, 
with Rajiv Gandhi or Mrs Gandhi 
exercising the final say. After the 
controversy generated bv rhe ITC 
deal and the PAL tussle, there was a 
move within the government to find 
a scapegoat and the axe fell on Pai. 
Members of the Walchand family 
themselves acknowledge they may 
have been luckier than others axe 
likely to be. Even officials of the 
institutions who claim to operate 
without interference in day-to-day 
affairs by the centre, admit chat 
things are in a flux and the centre's 
position is unpredictable. 

Among local industrialises and in¬ 
vestors there is considerable ner¬ 
vousness about recent takeover bids. 
Very few have the offensive strength 
of R.P. Goenka and the ability to 
muster a political defence, displayed 
by the Walchand group. And much of 
the nervousness has to do with the 
certainty that despite their public 
proteiCitiOQs the tinancial insiitu- 
rioni are making decisions on major 
bids on an ad hoc basis determined 
by which way rhe breese is blowing 
in Delhi. 


The Scindia-Thapar 
war of norves 


news of the Thapars' buying 
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about two lakh shares of the 
Semdia Steam Navigation com* 
y. sent a tremor through Scindia 
ouse where the grano old iron 
lady, Mrs Sumaii Morarjee, pres¬ 
ides over the destinies of India's 
largest shipping company in the 

K ’vate sector. In comparison the 
apars, India's number four 
among the top 20 business houses 
in the country own only one ship 
and their total shareholdings in 
Scindias as of date do not exceed 
2,20,000 shares worth around Rs 20 
Jalchs: very little since the Scindias 
have a total capital of Rs If crores. 
a Thapar spokesman fold Siwday. 
He also denied that they had purch¬ 
ased four lakhs of shares as was 
earlier reported. 

However, Scindias which has not 
been doing too well in business*— 
considering the slump in the ship¬ 
ping market—did cry wolf, over the 
Thapar purchase 

S ail counts the 
apars are a for 
tnidable group. 

The total turnov¬ 
er of the group 
today is in the 
vicinity of Rs 
18.000 crores 
They arc ai the 
very top in the 
paper and glass 
industry. They 
were number one 
in the colliery in¬ 
dustry until the 
industry was 
nationalist. The 
Oriental Bank 
was promoted by 
them and they 
have interests In textiles and sugar. 
In chemicals, they have a total 
capacity of producing 3S0 tonnes of 
caustic soda and chlorine per day. 
Besides, they have another chemic¬ 
al company: Bharat Starch. They 
have one of the top engineering 
concerns—Cromptog Greaves— 
where their turnover exceeds Rs 
300 crores. The-Thapars also have 
eight or ten companies like 
Greaves-Lombardini, Rusion and 
Hornsby, etc. The Thapars have 
promoted investment and insur¬ 
ance companies as well as prop¬ 
erties in meior cities of the country. 
Proof: they nave a Thapar house in 
almost ev^ big city. 

In addition to all this they own 
one ship through the shipping divi¬ 
sion of Ballarpur Industry. At the 
Tbapar spokesman said: "We 
bou^i shares in Scindias because 
in the long run we thought it would 
be profitable to make an entry into 
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berrle 


ro^jf 


shipping in this manner. It would 
hoe be advisable for us to enter the 
shipping market at a stage when 

E irofits are low and the business was 
Being a recession.” Asked why 
Tbapars would want tu make in¬ 
vestments in a company that is not 
doing too well, the spoKesman said 
that Thapars have, in the past, 
acquired many sick babies and res¬ 
tored them to health. Thev have 
nursed companies like Ballarpur 
Industries and J. C. Glass along 
with a number oT others end made 
them profitable. Scindia Steam 
Navigation is apprehensive despite 
the feelers of peace sent our by the 
Thapars, The psychological fear is a 
pervasive one in industrial circles 
today and this fear psychosis seems 
to have gripped the Scindias too. A 
board meeting convened at the end 
of April decided informalJy that 
they should resist any takeover bid 
by The Thapars Legal opinion 

sought by them 
gave a boost to 
their morales for 
they were told 
that they were 
not bound to 
transfer rhe 
shares to the The- 
pars. In any case, 
they have two 
months to decide 
and the period ex¬ 
pires in May. The 
mood is one of re¬ 
sistance built up 
by a small clique 
around the iron 
lady Mrs Sumati 
Morarjee. 

Thapars, (or the 
record, say that 
they will not fight the Scindias over 
the shares. "Our two lakh shares,” 
said a spokesman, "is flea bite and 
we vrould not want ro spoil our 
long-standing relationship over 
this. After all, we have had shares 
in their company. If they do not 
transfer the snares then we will sell 
it back to them or into the market. 
We are not on a collision course and 
have never aought to impose 
ourselves anywhere. We have never 
asked for a tuition on the board of 
the Scindias. It is not in our interest 
to impose ourselves.” However, de¬ 
spite the proceotations of the The- 
pars the fear of takeover remains 
relevant. It could be an inferiority 
complex on the part of the Scindias 
before a formidable potential rival 
whose only ship could easily be the 
Trojan horse some time in the fu¬ 
ture. 

Olga Tellig 
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R.P. OOENKA 


Stalking the Market 

RAJNI BAKSHI profiles or^ of the country's foremost predators and exomines 

how he wins—or loses—his bottles. 


O m* uf the stormiest takeover bids 
in recent times has been the one 
that R. Gocnka made tor the 
Piemier Autumubilr Limited <FAL>. 
AmonK the industrialists who are 
today feared in the corridors of the 
corporate '>ector and ore in a 'takeov¬ 
er' mood, Rama Prasad Goenka is 
probably the most auressive. 

Son of the late Mr Ic. P. Goenka. 
who headed (he Duncan Bros group. 
Rama Pro sad« better know as R. P 
Goonka pulled his fir.vt major roup 
when he av(|uireJ 14 percent of Ceat 
Pneumatic's holding m India. Having 
established a “very good under* 
standing" with the parent Italian 
company which threw its support 
behind him« Goenka took over the 
munaeemeiit of Cear (India) end 
moved into its elegant office build 
ing at Worli, Bombay. The acoulsi 
tion of Ccat« which then had Rs 24 
croi'es in liquid resources* had cer 
lain obvious advantages for the 
jmbiiiuus and eipansiononenied 
Guenka. Soon after taking over Ceai 
in mid t982i R. P. Coenka bought 
about 17 per cent of the shares of 
Kamaiii Kngineering at a court auc 
lion. The internally divided Kamani 
family, unable to resolve its differ 
ences had wound up m court for 
arbitration of the dispute. 

Owing to the family dispute Kama- 
ni Engineering was being managed 
by the financial institutions, R. P. 
Coenka, therefore, approached the 
financial institutions for sale of ab* 
out 4D per cent of the Kamani shares, 
held by them. After considering the 
request, the then fDBl chairman. H. 
N. Pm. turned down R' P. Goenka's 
request, but agreed to give him a 
role in the management of the com* 
any and made him chairman of the 
oard. 

Harsh Vardhan Goenka, R. P, 
Goenka's son and managing director 
of Ceat which bought the Kamani 
shares, insists their rule in Kamani is 
not that of taking over the company 
since apart from R. P. Goenka's 
appointment as chairman, no other 
cnanges have been made in the pro¬ 
fessional management of the com¬ 
pany. Bui R. P. Goenka’s position aa 
chairman i^rves the basic purpose of 
the Coenka s: being the head of the 
company which is a world leader in 
power transmission tower construe* 
tion, with a bulk of iis projects 
located abroad, has opened up 
broader business vistas before R. P. 
Coenka and his growing empire. 

The rationale behind takeovers, in 
42 ^“ 


R. P. Goenka's own words, is essen¬ 
tially that "expansion by acquisition 
IS a shorter route." And monetary 
considerations are not the sole guid* 
ing criterion in takeovers. Beyund a 
certain point the power, clout and 
prestige acquired by holding in par¬ 
ticular companies become the s^ra* 
mount factor. When the comoany 
taken over is like the Kamanis wnere 
the promoters are in a disarray and 
financial insiiiuiions hold the reigns, 
few eyebrows are raised when an 
industrialist with the adequate ro- 
sources walks in. But it is quite 
another matter when the company 
being bid for has a wcll-enirenchea 
management. So it was that PAL 
became nut just the biggest show¬ 
down for K. P. Goenka but for Indus* 
trv at large. Ac best. R. P. Goenka's 



R P. Co&nJcat on the prowf 


bid to ease his way mto PAL control¬ 
led by the foundine Walchand group, 
was considered a Tong shot. But the 
battle which ensued provided a col¬ 
ourful. illustration or the political 
manoeuvrings that go into a takeov¬ 
er bid. 

On the lookout for companies 
where tbe Goenka group could sub 
stantially improve its holdings and 
where the management holds an in* 
»jgaificani peiceniage of the shares. 
R. P. Coenaa’s gase settled on PAL 
and sometime in September 1982 be 
began buying its shares. The support 
rendered to him by the financial 
institutions in the Kamani deal con¬ 
tinued and R. P. Goenka was able to 
buy some Premier shares from the 
financial institutions. By the time 
the Walchand group, headed by Lal- 
chand Hirachand. rcallaed what was 


happening. R. P. Coenka had already 
acquired about four per cent of PAL 
shares. In itself this was not a signifi¬ 
cant enough holding to cause panic 
in the Walchand family but their 
own holding was very thin and by all 
indications R. P. Goenka seemed sec 
to continue on the buying spree. 

Both R. P. Goenktt and Harsh 
Goenka insist that they had no in¬ 
terest in taking over PAL at that 
stage and were buying the shares 
purely for investment purposes. 
According (o one reliable account 
tbe Goenkas were also anticipating a 
split Within the Walchand group 
which would place them m an advan 
tugeous position to pick up the spoils 
of any major dispute that might 
break out within the Walchand 
family 

W hen R. P. Goenku and Vinod 
Doshi. managing director of 
PAL and vice-chairman of the Wai- 
chand group, met to discuss .the 
issue, R. P. Goenka not only dis* 
claimed having any takeover plans 
but offered to give Kis proxie.s to the 
Walchand family. The two parties 
shook hand.s on an agreement ihoi R, 
P. Coenka would not buy any more 
PAL shares or in any way endanger 
the Walchand interest in the com¬ 
pany. 

But when the rumours chat R. P. 
Goenka was continuing to buy PAL 
shares persisted, the Walchand 
group, through Mrs Sharayu Dafiary, 
past president of the Indian mer¬ 
chants chamber, approached the 
government at the highest level. 
Apparently angered by what seemed 
a breach of promise. R. P. Coenka 
then proceeded to buy more shares 
and soon had about ei^t per cent of 
the PAL equity in his hands. Given 
H. P. Goenka’s widely acknowledged 
proximity to the finance minister the 
Walchand group became increasing¬ 
ly panicky and began to set up a 
lobby of its own. The support of 
Maharashtra MPs. and MLAs was 
enlisted; the contribution of Wal¬ 
chand Hirachand, whose centenary 

was beiog-celebrated, tu Indian in¬ 
dustry was repeatedly emphasised. 
In fact the PAl tussle acquired the 
dimensions of a test case for tbe 
financial institutions. 

These institutions, caught between 
different pressure lobbies, went into 
a state ot confusion. Even as some 
bureaucrats demanded a statement 
of policy on the basts of which they 
could take decisions on this and 






other cases, U seeme^i to mote con¬ 
cerned that either way the decision 
would be made on an ad-boc basis. 
Luckily for the Wakhand family, by 
che time rbeir tussle with R. P. 
Goenka reached a climax, the finan¬ 
cial inscirutions and the government 
were already under heavy fire for 
their '^secret" deal with TTC to ac* 
C(uire India Cement, a Tamil Nadu 
company tom by dUpute<» between 
•Ts two promoters. 

The Wakhand group aho decided 
to refuse to register K. P. Coenka'i 
shares with the company and de¬ 


clared its intention to fi^t up to Che 
Supreme Court in case R. P. Goenka 
hlM a suit against them. Innumer¬ 
able trips to Delhi were made for 
meetings at the highest level of the 

f oveminent and eventually the 
Inancial institutions decided co 
throw their weight behind the ex¬ 
isting management. Once this had 
been decidM. both parties set to 
work on devising a scheme that 
would enable R. P. Goenka to make a 

K ceful exit from the tussle. It is at 
: stage that Rahul Bajaj entered 
the picture and helped to negotiate a 


••Ojuftfy 

settlement: R.P. Goenka sold his 
shares co the Wakhand family at 
cost price plus interest. 

By the time the dust settled th% 
Premier tussle had become a firm 
reminder tn all that a cumpany can¬ 
not be taken over or sjived wiihoui 
direct support from rhe institutions 
It is not sufficient for ma^auemeI)l^ 
to simply be efficiem hut also alert 
and vigilant about any MtentidI in¬ 
fringements. The general view in the 
stock market is that the Wakhands 
have paid for thi>' negligciice 
through their nose. 


‘I am not hard headed enough’ 

_R.P.GOENKAtells SUNDAY__ 


. Oo yvu attree that takeovers 
are l>ecomin/t a populttr moih of 
I expansion in the Indian corjxtraie 
sectrw.’ 

A: T<i begin with there are two 
tvpus of takeovers. In the first type 
the existing ninnugvmeiM agrees to 
sell us holdinu und management 
lights to anoihci party. In the 
second type a bidder uctfuirev sub- 

; sriintiul ini crests in a cum pan v. 
. moro than the existing manage- 
I ment and then iries to »orce the 
' issue in a proxy war. You can't say 
I he same thing about both typev of 
takeovers, lii the first type, since 
lioih the buyer and seller agree, 
what is wrong in it? The second 
type- "f rnkeovei is d disputable 
-point. It is happening around the 
world but 1 will refrain from pus 
sing a judgment on this. I don’t 
think that takeovers of the second 
type have become popular yet—it is 
a new idua here. In India* the 
industrialisi community is small in 
number and people keep to them¬ 
selves, This (takeovers) is new and 
so people are talking about it. 

Q: One of rhe apprehensions 
among i/idusrriaf/sts appears to be 
thar jf takeovers become the order 
of the day. smail companies will be 
gobbled up by larger groups with 
^'rearer efout and resources fs tb/s 
; fear jusrtf/ab/e? 

I A: This apprehension in the cur- 
I rent context is totally ill-founded. 

' Since financial institutions as a 
whole have generally substantial 
interests in most (public) com- 
nies and co date the government 
$ not sided with bidders in a 
well-run company—they have sided 

with the existing mana^ment (foi 

example) India ^mentliad a lousy 
crack record. Unless you lo<^ at it 
from a narrow angle of regional¬ 
ism—-I don't see anything wrong 
with it (IDBI’s deal with ITC for 
India Cement). 

) Q: Bur wbar happens when more 
than one large group is competing 
for a unit ano seeking fmanciti 
institutions* support to do so? What 


are the pressures and ounter- 
pressures which operate in such a 
situation? 

A. In a competition, oiu- has ro 
will and another has to lose. As 
regards pull.v and counter*puUs—ii 
IS my belief that the financial in- 
stitutioas, till today, have het'n tak¬ 
ing u vcr>* matured approach But 
human beings being what they «ire, 
one party may have an edge over 
the other. Certain marginal advan¬ 
tages or disadvantages (to one par¬ 
ty) cannot be discounlcil But they 
are nf no significant consequence 

Q: But it n*H true that Mr S. M 
Bai was dismisreef from b/s post as 
IDBI chairman because of the .viii)- 
jective judgment he employed in 
various takeover bids whKh in- 
vofved rbe financial institutions? 

A: To judge or comment on Mr 
Pai's departure without knowing 
the lull facts would be wrong From 
the press statements (issued at the 
time of his departure) it came out 
that Mr Pai wanted to resign in 
deference ro the Prime Minister’s 
announcement that public servants 
should make way for younger 
people. 

Q: Then, in your view, the role of 
the financial instiwiions in takeov 
era is highly exaggerated and some¬ 
what Of a storm in a tea cup? 

A: We. in the business commun¬ 
ity. are subjective peoplMnd I am 
part of it. For example, the cement 
industry had begun to do well so 
India Cements b^ame an issue. No 
one has shed tears for Ashok Paper 
Mills (also sold to ITC a$ part of a 
package deal for taking over India 
Cements) But different people calk 
to (he press complaining about a 
deal (in this case India Cements) 
and a vicious cycle leads to a con* 
troversy. It is not a storm in a lea 
cup. It is pure jealousy. 

Q: ffjve the recent acau/s/nons 
made by you been part or a broad 
policy framework? And, if so what 
is the rationale behind it? 

A: We wish to expand within the 


means we have iivuilablc; finiinvv, 
personnel and exiiertiM.*. If wv havo 
the r^uiremerit and a good cum- 
pany is uvaJable then we will Ik* 
quile happy to acuiiire companies. 
It is a knuwn fact tliut expansion by 
acguiMiiim is a xhuriur rouiv. Ar 
(he momrni, we aru consolidating 
what wi2 have and if liesh opportu* 
nities do arise wc will be hack in 
(he game Our eye^ and ears are 
still open but in h more conserva¬ 
tive fashion; we hiivv hecurne more 
selective in picking out uiir areas iit 
expansion. We are Irnikiiig for com¬ 
panies where nur group can suli* 
siantially improve the current 
working and where the manage¬ 
ment holds an insignifivani percen 
tage nf the shares. 

Q: Arc small holitiiigs dangerous 
for management in the pruvailing 
climate? 

A: Nat necessarily Om- can live 
with small holdings provided he is 
efficient. But the next generaiion 
sbinild then l>e prepared that un¬ 
less they prove efficient, rbev mav 
not be in the same position as their 
fathers were. 

ij: Why did vou first make a bid 
/or Premwr and then buck down? 

A; We certainly had no desite of 
taking awav the management from 
the existing owners. We wanted to 
make our presence feit and im¬ 
prove the working 1 ben Kabul Ra- 
jaj. whom I respect as a man and as 
a businessman, persuaded me to 
sell the shares to the Wakhand 
family at cost price plus interest, 
which I accepted My sons did not 
fully agree with this decision. My 
family says that 1 am not hard- 

heeded enough but I have no re¬ 
grets 

Q: Whar is your view on the 
influx of non-resident Indian cjp/r- 
af^ Po vou think the financial in¬ 
stitutions wili maintain the stand 
they h.ive taken so far? 

A: Yes. I think the financial in* 
siituiions will continue (o take as 
meiure a stand as they have taken 
till now. 









SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Bombay’s 
video craze 


Video proliferation, the horror of the fUin industry and the delight of the 
masses, is seriously challenging the prevalent structure of the entertainment 
industry. Rapid technological advances along with rampant *‘piracy*’ of films 
and music are bringing about changes which may eventu^ly give the masses 
access to cheaper and more convenient forms of audio visual 
entertainment. RAJNIBAKSHI says that videos have alrea^iy established firm 

roots in India's Hollywood—Bombay. 


I n many a So mbay chawi. the 

latest tUmi arc now beini teen 
bv ihuusanUs on vidao». A com 
piece Im of the week's fare, 
with three sliows every day, is 
somenmei available at ine local 
bant'ya shop. With a flat rate of about 
Rs two, perrons are seated, often on 
the floor, on a first comedirst*serv« 
basis, ror the betcer heeled there are 
innumerable snack and beer bars 
where for chu cost of a drink and 
snack (hey can also see a film on 
video in airconditioned comfort, 
minus the crowds and Queues which 
are an integral part of the cinema 
hall experience. 

If these video "mini-theatres** 
were isolated (o this cosmopolitan 
metropolis (here would be little 
cause for excitement. But the phe¬ 
nomenon encompasses places like 
Jalgaon and Julna. Every week Bom* 
My’s film industry circles rejoice 
over fresh news about iourt cases 
filed against the video entrep¬ 
reneurs by cinema owners, distribu¬ 
tors or producers of films. But the 
better-informed and more candid 
people from the industry acknow¬ 
ledge that those who thina that the 
tide can he turned through semi- 
effective court cases are living in a 
fool’s paradise. These prophets of 
doom substantiate their predictions 
by pointing to the international pro¬ 
liferation of video. 

The Western film and network 
television industry is reeling under 
the onslaught of competition from 
video and cable television Reuter 
recently reported that in Britain the 
annual film admissions have almost 
halved since 197B and a third of the 
nation's cinemas have closed down, 
in the United States, the three tele 
vision networks are in the throes of 
an unprecedented crisis of declining 
audiences, who are staking greener 
pastures or cable or "pay'* TV end 
videti. 

. These developments are common- 

AA 


ly dismissed as having no relevance 
to India, where only a miniscule 
fraction of the (oial population owns 
television sets. But India is, in fact, 
inescapably part of a worldwide 
trend which is making video hard 
ware and software cheaper and more 
acressible to the people. ''Three 
years ago people dismissed video 
as elitist entertainmentr says 
Amit Khanna, convener of the 
Copyright Proieciion Committee of 
the Film Producers Council of India. 
"But it’s a mass phenomenon, even 
in places like Jalgaon and Jalna. 
where there are only two or three 
theatres and (newj films are 
screened months lete. Now at the 
small video theatres you can see a 
new film (he next day (after its 
release in the big cities).’' 

In Bombay, India's first cable tele¬ 
vision hookup is already doing roar¬ 
ing business in posh Cuffe Parade 
Operating within the confines of pri¬ 
vate housing societies, Suresh Nana- 
vati feeds the latest Hindi and En¬ 
glish films to his thousands of clients 
by cables connected to a master 
control room in one of the buildings. 


G.F. fvippy, one rif HombayS top 
producers, is currently fighimg b 
case against this ruble nuiwork foi 
violation of the copyright laws. 
Moreover, NanevutiN failure lo 
rapidly duplicate the cable network 
elsewhere nu't convinced film indus¬ 
try magnates that the real threat is 
not from cable television but from 
video based 'theatres.' 

"Within two years, officially, there 
will be video iheaire.s" predicisS. C. 
Mira, managing direcini of Esquire 
Videos, the first liiensed local pro¬ 
ducers of video cassettes. While Hira 
looks forward to such developments 
with visions of fantastic growth for 
his company, producer Gulshan Kui, 
mournfully agrees tharil the flood of 
video was not (here the tinema tick¬ 
ets could have been raised to Rs 15 
<by now)." 

Gulshan Rai. a king of the box 
office, is among those who recognise 
that video is here to stay andpleads 
that "let's do it honestly. At the 
moment, the producer, the distribu¬ 
tor, exhibitor and government, all 
are losing (money)." 

The vioM ' theatre” proprietor Is, 
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at tha motnanc, by-pacing rcgula* 
tiona which govern me operation o{ 
cinemat, evading entertainment tax, 
and in moat cases also infringing on 
the copyrights of film producers and 
artists. The film industry people's 
self'righteous pleas for "honesty** 
are ironical, since the film industry 
is itself deeply entrenched in the 

S arallel economy. Essentially what 
ai and company are demanding is a 
*'cut** of the profits in this new 
enterprise of potentials. 

Video proliferation IS primarily a 
gift of modern technology and inter* 
national competition between elec- 
ironies companies which are making 
video hardware cheaper and mure 
accessible for millions. A video cas 
secte player (VCP). which does not 
have recording capability is now 
available in the USA for dollars 
According to Amit Khanna, the same 
machine is available in India for Rs 
4000 at sales centres of smuggled 
goods. Videos are. therefore, not 
only becoming accessible to the 
Imred, entertainment*starved urban 
middle class but also constitute a 



Hire; a rbreei ro the fUm utduttry 


rapid turnover and gulck return in¬ 
vestment for the enterprising few 
who want to set up ‘'theatres'* to 
reach the low*income p^up which is 
yet to aeguire television sets of their 
own. 


lUa aecesai^icy of video hard¬ 
ware is being matched by a growth of 
aoftware production uRiti. The 
National Film Development Cor¬ 
poration (NPDC) already has a func* 
(ioning video cassette pri^uction 
unit in Madras. At present this unit 
can transfer over 600 films and mo* 
duce 30,000 recorded in a year. The 
NFDC plans to increase the capacity 
of their video unit to keep pace with 
demand to produce video cassettes. 
Lest year the legitimate imports of 
video cassettes alone, amounted to 
Rs two crorei (approximately 
1.60.000 cassettes). 

S. C. Hire, of Esguire Videos, has 
alreai^ entered into a partnership 
with^roducer*diitribucor 6. R. 
Chopra to transfer films onto video 
cassettes and urodiKS films and 
shows exclusively for video. Hover¬ 
ing around these legitimate entrep* 
reneurn are the video ‘‘pirates" who 
pay no copyright dues, raxes or ex* 
cise duties and reap astronomical 
profits. 

Though the “pirates" promise to 
offer stiff competition to the legiti- 


Songs for a rupee 


W hile most film industry oper* 
ator» arc either denvmg the 

S owing importance uf videos or 
uundering around in panic, a few 
Are busy laying the founduiinns for 
new enterprises which may 
urmerge as empires in the enter 
(ainmeiit industry of tomorrow. 

S. C. Hire, managing director of 
Esquire Video Kilm Services, is 
among those who are already in the 
process uf establishing a wide* 
spiead distribution network for 
safes and rental of video cassettes. 
This network, which will operate 
through established distributors of 
films, will be used not only to 
disseminate cassettes of films but 
programmes made exclusively for 
video. The possible range of prog 
rammes goes from a 30-part series 
on the Mahabharata to a complete 
history of the Mughal saga. 

Perhaps the must popular scheme 
up Kiras sleeve is a half-hour cas 
secte of assorted film songs—Chrr* 
rahar on video. Hire claims that 
these caasetiee, which are already 
in production, will be marketed 
through distributors to people an a 
rental basis of Re I a day. Even if 
the retail outlets keep a 100 per 
cent, or even 200 per cent margin 
profit, the Chitrahar videos may be 
available to the general public at 
Rs two or three per day. 

Apart from the video pirates whu 
have already made a serious deni in 
the UK and (he USA market for 
Indian films, and are now creating 
havoc in the domestic market, 
Hire's plan to discrlbure fsouire 
videos Joqally h^s caused muen eo- 


ficr anil in^nation among film 
pruducen. The prinlucei's claim 
(hat when they sold Esquire the 
rights 10 convert and sell their films 
on video, it was on the condition 
(hat (he (apes would noi be re- 
leused in the Indian market. Since 
Hira's production unit was in the 
Santa Crui export tone (SEEPZi 
(he producers were comfortable in 
the knowledge ihai Hira could nut 
sell any lapes manufactured on In* 
dian soil. 

Today, Hira claims that he paid 
1 he prodiicers for “wMld rights" to 
their films “and that includes In¬ 
dia." This wiry confident Sindhi 
business tycoon, who spends three 
days a week on a dialysis machine, 
has checked with film industry 
lawyers and been assured that his 
earlier agreement with film priKliic- 
ers does not bar him from distrihut 
ing those films on video within 
India. « 

The producers, apparently not 
confident about rhe legal strength 
of their argument, are already dis¬ 
cussing the pros and cons of 
agreeing to “sell" local rights for 
their films. While Hira insists that 
he can distribute the films, he has 
bought for foreign distribution, in 
India without any violations of con¬ 
tract—he is willing to pay the pro¬ 
ducers an extra copyright fee for 
local distribution in order to keep 
his peace with the industry. With 
the assurance of being able to win 
over the film producers, Hira ii in 
(he process oi setting up a video 
production unit in Rombay in pan- 
nership with B.R. Chopra. Another 


unit IS being set up in Gujarat along 
with a “big producer" whom Hira 
refuses to identify at this stage 
For his distribution network, 
Hira is taking care to involve sea¬ 
soned film distributors. This is a 
tactic intended not only to utilise 
the veteran distributors^ skills and 
contacts but also to prevent (heir 
feeling threatened by videos. All 
the major metropolitan areas have 
already been covered and the net¬ 
work will gradually spread to small 
towns. Apart from catering to video 
theatres and individual video own¬ 
ers, Hira is signing contracts with 
several hotels to provide video un- 
tertainment on closed circuit televi¬ 
sion. 

Hira is confident that he can even 
beat the video pirates by keeping 
his prices low. the music industry 
has been driven out of business by 
pirates, asserts Hira, because of the 
wide gap between rhe price of the 
legitimate and the “illegitimate" 

S truct. Given Hire's comparitive- 
' high overheads, it is doubtful 
whether he can turn his ambitious 
plans to beat piracy into reality. 

Regardless of who markets the 
video cassettes, one thing is clear; 
these small rectangular magical 
boxes are going to be available in 
greater numbers, offering a wider 
range of subjects, in the near fu¬ 
ture. Hire's plans are merely repre¬ 
sentative oi (he new excitement, in 
some segments of the film industry, 
which holds great promise for the 
millions who thrive on "filmy" en¬ 
tertainment. 
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Cvish9n Rbi: '‘ridecs Brt hen 
to stay" 


What the copyrlf^t laws say 


T he Indid Copyright Acc was pas* 
sed in 1957. when much of the 
technology which is today revolu* 
tionising iKe «iudio*visual entertain* 
meat industry did not exist. The All 
lndi<4 Film Producers Council 
(AlFPC) has suggested to the ceii* 
tral guvernment that the Copyright 
Act be amended to explicity state 
(hat the producer is trie sole and 
exclusive owner of "the entire 
copyright in a cinematograph film 
along with all its derivatives like 
soundtracks, videograms and discs, 
all performances including tele* 
casting, broadcasting, cable and 
wireless diffusion by any process 
which is presently known or which 
may be aeveloped in future." 

The council's petition begins by 
stating that the Indian film indus¬ 
try is "facing total annihilation on 
account of rampant piracy of video 
and audio cassettes and the illegal 
screening of films.'* The World In* 
telJectum Property Organisation 
(WlPO) in a 19N1 resolution proc* 
(aimed that "Commercial piracy 
stifles efforts undertaken (o safe¬ 
guard and promote national cul* 
tureik." 

While it Is debatable whether 
commercial Indian cm ema consti¬ 
tutes "national culture” worthy of 


E romotion. it is certainly the most 
road'bas^ form of mass enter* 
tainment and thus deserves some 

E otection. The pirate may be popu* 
r with audiences for providing 
reletively cheaper entertainment. 
But since none of ihe pirate's pro¬ 
fits are ploughed back into the 
production of films, it eventually 
threatens ro bring the assembly 
line to a standstill. 

The A IF PC. therefore, wants the 
offence of copynght infringement 
to^ made couisable and a crimin* 
al act under the Indian Penal Code. 
The council would like legislation 
along the lines adopted ^ the 
Reagan administration, which im¬ 
poses stiff penalties, including Im* 
prisonment for even the first off¬ 
ence. If these suggestions are 
adopted by the Indian government 
filed by (he copyright owner or his 
nominee without a warrant, pend 
ing investigation. 

Since there is no established gov¬ 
ernment agency concerned pricnari* 
ly with enforcement of the copyr- 
iftht laws, (he aniUpiracy lobby 
would like to see the existing pre* 
ventive department within customs 
and excise to also take action 
against chose violating the Copyr¬ 
ight Aci. Such government deci* 


sions, along with any amendment of 
the Copyright Act, are not likely to 
be enacted overnight. Even a 
favourable amendment of the Acc 
would be no guarantee against the 
onslaughts of pirates. As one senior 
customs official acknowledges, 
given the inherent limitations of 
the enforcement agencies it would 
be wiser for the Film industry to 
rapidly adjust to the changing 
forces and outrun the pirates in¬ 
stead of impiecnenting police 
methods. 

Ironcially. despite the public 
wailing by film industry magnates 
over the piracy problem they have 
taken little concrete and united 
action. Awav from the now in* 
creasingly fret|uent meetings of 
trade twdies, where attempts are 
made to determine a strategy for 
meeting the video challenge, all 
producers are essentially worrying 
about and working towards protect¬ 
ing their own immediate interests. 

Ameedments to the Copyright 
Act not withstanding, many film¬ 
makers are aware that (hey are 
fighting a losing battle against pira* 
cy and to ensure survival the pro¬ 
ducers are busily finding a niche 
for themselves in the emerging 
siructure of iheir industry. 


mate producers, there Is room 
enough for every one. Given the 
acute shortage oi theatres in India, 
(he small video "theatres,** with 
(heir low overheads and high turnov¬ 
er, have unlimited potential. India 
has only 11.259 cinema theatres, at 
present UNESCO has estimated that 
to adequately service its over 700 
million people India must have over 
.10,000 theatres. Though the NFDC 
has d loan scheme tn encourage 
construction of cinema halls, even its 
managing director, Mrs MaJati Tam- 
bay Vaidya, believes that the future 
of film distribution lies in television 
and videos, 

The NFDC estimates that there are 
now over three Ukh videos in the 
country. This does not take into 
account the machines which have 
arrived in the country on smuulers' 
boats. The Bombay customs depart¬ 
ment does not maintain specific sta¬ 
tistics about the number of video 
machines among the bulls from raids 
on smuggling centres. But officials 
working in (he preventive depart¬ 
ment of Bombay customs report a 
dramatic increase in (he percentage 
of videos found among smuggled 
goods, through raids. Says one cus* 
(om$ official who refused to be iden¬ 
tified: "The government allowed 
many colour televisions co be im* 

C orted during the Asiad, and (hey 
ave not b^n imported (by the 
people) to see Amchr Mari Amchi 


Maxiri (a Marathi television prog¬ 
ramme on agriculture). So they're i>n 
the lookout for VCRs." 

T hese are the developments which 
are sending shivers dawn the 
spines of Bombay film waf/ah. Says 
Amit Khanna; "We are listening to 
the death knell of the Indian Film 
industry.** This is due not only to (he 
rapid growth of videos but to the 
inherently disorganised and chaotic 
structure of the film industry. The 
highly individual and personalised 
style of functioning has made it 
impossible for banks to lend to film 
pTOTucers. The only source of institu¬ 
tional finance, the NFDC, does not 
have the base capital to cater to the 
big budget film makers. In a time of 
crisis (his unavailability of finance is 
felt most acutely. With a larger prop¬ 
ortion of films failing at the box- 
office (han ever before, the film 
industry today considers itself in the 
throes of an unprecedented crisis. 
Competition from videos is only 
further accentuating their problems. 

Yet dbspite the lurrowed brows, 
confusion and disunity still pervades 
the Bombay film industry. Leading 
producers may meet several times a 
week to discuss the video threat and 
tike official delegations to Delhi and 
to (ha Maharashtra chief minister, to 
demand tighter police measures 
against video entreprenauri but 
(here is no fundamental agreement 
on bow to deal with, the forces of 



Om oi (h6 numerous video urcufoiton centres cn Bcmbey: rteptng estronomicMl profit 
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change in the long run. 

Esquire's Mr Hira sees videos as <* 
boust to filmmakers and says that he 
is finding an audience for art films 
un video, which would never have 

found a (heairical release. But it is 
not the art filmmaker who is wor* 
ried. The most affected producers 
ure those who made the. low grade 
poC'boilers with second grede stars 
and were able to get at least a short 
run at theatres all over the county. 
If such films rarely made a profit 
they usually managed to break even. 
The proliferation of videos would 
completely wipe out such films, pre¬ 
dict industry pundits. 

Consequently, “the fittest will sur¬ 
vive,” says Culshan Rai. As the B- 
grade films are driven out of busi* 
ness, the big banner filmmakers are 
likely to press their advantage of 
being able lo deliver gigantic, fantas¬ 
tically-packaged films for which the 
large-theatre experience is essential. 
The emphasis on special effects snd 
larger rnan-life adventures was part 
of Hollywood's response to the com¬ 
petition from video and cable televi¬ 
sion. 

T he cause of the most acute of 
heartburns and panic among 
filmmakers is video pirates, now ac¬ 
tive in all comers uf tne world. In the 
USA piracy had reached an alarming 
stage. A statement by the Motion 
fheture Association of America and 
the Recording Industry Association 
of America to a congressional com¬ 
mittee reviewing tne matter re¬ 
ported Chet mord'than 600 million 


dollars were being divened from 
legitimate recipients of the (musici 
recording industry, to pirates. In ail. 
the associations estimated that ''pi 
rates and counterfeiters si^on more 
than a billion dollar a year^ from the 
legitimate industries. In the West, 
video piracy, accurdi^ to the Feder¬ 
al Bureau of investigation tof the 
USA) reports, has moved out of its 
initial stage as the province of smail- 
time operators and is today control 
led f*v the Mafia. 

in May. 1982. President Reagan 
signed a bill passed by the US Con¬ 
gress which dramatically increased 
ihe criminal penalties for film, 
videotaM and record piracy and 
counterfeiting. Piracy is now treated 
as a felony from the first offence 
with a possible penalty of up to five 
years in prison and/or a 2SO.OOO 
dollar fine. 

In India, the NFDC has^aken for¬ 
mal note of the piracy problem in its 
annual report for 1981-82 and says 
merely that “this problem vrith all its 
ramifications is under study and the 
corporation is in touch witn various 
segments of the industry with a view 
to devising ways and meant to fight 
this menace.** The result has been an 
appeal by (he All India Film Produc¬ 
ers* Council, to the central govern- 
ment, for amendments to the Copyr¬ 
ight Act which would eliminate 
loopholes. The World Intellectual 
Properrv Orgawsation/WIPOX a Un¬ 
ited !9a(ions* affiliated body con¬ 
cerned with piracy of any original 
works or audio-visual work^ has also 
recommended that Copyright laws 


snould be updated to deal with mod¬ 
ern forms of infringement and 
piracy. 

Devoite oressure from the film and 
music industry, the government is 
yet to introduce a bill for a amend¬ 
ment of the Copyright Act- In the 
meanwhile, film producers and 
music companies are trying to fight 
pirates by pleading with enforce¬ 
ment agencies to nab them for viola¬ 
tions of other laws like excise, cus¬ 
toms, sales and entertainment tax. 
Mr Hira claims that he has offered to 
fighr pirates with his own moriey and 
is willing to spend Rs 2^ lakhs to Rs 
10 lakhs on the effoit. All but the 
dreamily optimistic, however, admit 
that eventually piracy like video 
proliferation, is a phenomenon that 
the film industry will have to live 
with. 

Those who like to stay one step 
ahead of the competition are, there¬ 
fore. already planning to enter the 
video business and thus flow on with 
the coming tide. Gulshan Rai is con¬ 
templating making videos of his own 
hlms and B R. Chopra is setting up 
his own production unit. '*You can't 
Rtop this crisis, the sands in rhe hour 
glass will keep pouring down. But 
then we will turn it over and start 
afresh,** say.s Amtt Khanna/The cine¬ 
ma theatre experience is an intrinsic 
part of our entertainment culture? 
adds KhBnnaf*and will, therefore, not 
disappear In the near future. But the 
siruiture, functioning and characier- 
itrics of the industry which stands 
behind it are bound to change 
rapidly.*' 

a? 
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Vasantdada Patil 
makes an about turn 


Just how soon politicians 
forgot iheir pledges and 
principUs, is evideoi 
from an encounter that a 
dedicated social worker 
from Pune, Baba Adhav, 
recently had with the 
Maharashtra chief minis* 
ter Vasantdada Patil. 

Adhiv. on behalf of the 
Hemal pancAayer, had 
called on the CM asking 
him to giva representa- 
lions to the HamaJ and 
the Mathadi workers on .. 
the market yard commit- dirry spots/ 

tees since (hay were closely* invoiveo with ine opera¬ 
tions in the market yards. Vasantdada Paril tlatly 
refused to oblige, saying: *If we give representation 
today they may stand for elections to the cnairman end 
president of the market yard committees. And do you 
want a Hamal to be your president or chairman?" Now, 
isn't Vasantdada.as a Congrestmai*.pledged to demo¬ 
cracy and social justice? But then, cen a Jeopard 
change its spots? 

Arjun Singh’s 
sham war on corruption 

Madhya Pradesh chief I ^ 

minister Arjun Singh I 

does not let go of a single 1 

opportunity to trumpet *- M 

how serious he ebwt ^ 

rooting out corruption in Tl 

high places. He even 

sent a senior civil ser- 

vant of the state to Delhi 

after the promulgation W 

of the anii-corrupiion f 

ordinance (it is now an 

Act) in the state to sc- L W 

cure adequate publicity 

corruption acts and the appointment ol Loieayufeca (the 
Indian eouivaleni of Ombu Jsman) to check corruption, 
people who know the ropes can still get away. Nothing 
else can explain why a report submitted ^ one of the 
chief secretaries Mr Chib, on the financial irregular¬ 
ities in ihe state lift irrigation corporation, is gathering 
dust. Parus Ram Bhadt^iya, a Coogre$s(]) MLA was 
the chairman of the corporation (since dissolved). 
Arjun Singh had set up a three-member tribunal und^ 
Mr Chib to go into the allegation that the irregularities 
and lapses of the corporation had cost uie state 
exchequer over Rs one crore. The tribunal submitted 
its report in November last year, by and large substan¬ 
tiating the charges and held some senior officials of 
the corporation responsible for the loss to the eacbe- 
quer. But Arjun Singh is sitting on the report and has 
noi even placed It otfore the cabinet, io much for 
Arjun Singh's war on corruption. 


P.C. Alexander’s 
southern expedition 



Aiexander; no qvMJms 


me norm is that civil 
servants will not dabble 
in ppUtics. The service 
rules too prohibit tIBs. 
Nevertheless, Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi has been sending gut 
civil servants nn politicnl 
missions for quite some 
time. But never has a 
civil servant acted so 
openly for a political 
party as the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s principal secretary. 
Dr P.C Alexander, did 
when he visited Korala 
.in (he firsi week iif Mav 


ostensibly lo atieno u marriage. But it soon became 
evident that his actual mission was to sort out the 
differences among the squabbling coalition partners of 
the CongressflVled government and prevent the possi¬ 
bility of the Congressd) losing its only fooihuld in the 
south. Although this has raised a lot of vyebr<iws and 
scathing criticism from opposition parties. Dr Alexan¬ 
der, a native of Kerala, continued tn hold discussions 
with political leaders. 

CMs council gets another recruit 

What started as a sudden brainwave of the Kui nataku 
chief minister. Ramakrishna Hegde, now seems to be 
catching up with other non-Congressd) chief ministers. 
The latest convert to the idea of a council of non- 
Congress chief ministers is ihe formidable Marxist 
chief minister of West Bengal. Jyoti Basu. And if Basu 
is there can the chief minister of the other Marxist 
state Tripura, KriMn Chakrabarty, be far behind? By 
all Indications, therefore, when the southern chief 
ministers next meet in Madras in June, ihey will 
probably, have at least two imponaot guests—the CMs 
o< West Bengal aod Tripura. 

Underground 
Naga outfit cracking 

Relations between Isaak Swu, chairman of the 
Burma-based rebel National Socialist Council (NSC) of 
Nagaland and the organisation's uneral secretary Th. 
Muivah have turned sour. Mulvah was expecting that 
Swu would be able to secure some arms and ammuni 
tion from China for his outlawed outfit. Apparently 
Swu drew a blank with the Chinese. He was told that 
the supplies would not be available before three years. 
Hiat was the proverbial straw on the camel's hack. For 


much for 


guerrilla ouuit, were lookoo oown upon Dy Muivan and 
Oiose belonging to Muivah’s tribe, tfia Thangkul 
Nans, were alwan getting the cake* The pro-Maoist 
^0 anti-Phito N5CN guerrDla group raised oy Muivah 
in January 1980 is now facing rough waatltar with 
Bunnese troops making a determined bid to flush the 
insurgents out from their Arakan bills sanctuary. 
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KARNATAKA 

Thumping majority for Hegde 

And a fresh mandate for the Janata government 



Bangalore: Polling 66 per cen( of the 
lotalvotet cast on IS May ihia year 
at the Kanakapura byelection, chief 
miniater Ramakrishna Hegde scored 
an astounding victory over his 
nearest Congre$a(I) rival. Mr D. 
Li Age Gowda. ^ a margin of over 
2J,000 votes. The unquestionable 
mandate for Mr Hegde was, in effect, 
an approval of the Janata govern* 
mcnrx performance in Karnataka 
over the last four months. The Kana¬ 
ka pure byelection wes elso signifl* 
I ant insofar as it helped the chief 
minister to overcome a political 
•adversary of some reckoning; Mr S. 
Bsrtgarappa. Mr Bangarappa*s Kar* 
lutaka i^anii Range <KKR) had 
made every effort to wreck the Jana¬ 
ta government in Karnataka: so 
vociierouswas Mr Bangarappa In the 
recent past that he was l^ing re* 
warded as a formidable adversary to 
Mr Hegde. But at Kanakapura. the 
KKR met its Waterloo, mustering an 
jpalling 316 votes end losing its 
dvposit jn the process. Mr Bangerep- 
paS political future appears Bleak, 
particularly in view of the fact that 
ius party also lost its deposit at the 
Yelourga byelection held on the 
same dav. 

The i^anakapura Assembly seat 
had been vacated by Janata MLA 
and stare health minister, Mr P. G. R. 
Sindhia. The main issue at stake in 
this constituency was the approba¬ 
tion of the schemes and measures 
initiated by the Janata government. 
Mr Hegde ^s victory was perhaps a 
foregone conclusion; his government 
had successfully solved .the water 
roblem in this backward ta/uk; it 
sd shown, in sharp contrast to the 
Congressd). great interest in this 
(unstituency bv appointii^ a health 
minister from here. Mr Sindhie bed 
taken pains to nurse this constituen¬ 
cy, and the new Janata candidate, 
with all his simplicity and humility, 
had pleasantly surpnsed the people 
who had been more familiar with the 
O'^tentatious splendour of the Con* 

|rc9a<[). 

For once, the all-inpoftint daste 
factor was relegated to the second 
place. Ranekapura proved that it 
may be a long road to ideologies, but 
hsues have certeinU become an in- 
portent factor (a elecriotu today. 

In Mrfect contrast to Mr HegM's 
kmplkity was the spr^htllneai of 
ihe janeie Party campaigner!. There 
*ere no peid worktNi yet the coojtl* 


tuency was jgayly bedecked with 
Janata Party Ra^ banners, festoons 
and posters. Publk enthusiasm was 
stupendous and it exceeded the ex¬ 
pectations of even the party cam¬ 
paigners. For instance. Mr Hegde’s 
paaayatn in Kanakapura fown was a 
resoudnin^ success—grudgingly 
admitted by even the Congressft). 
On the other hand, the Congressd >*s 
was a deiecied campaign. From the 
day of Mr Hide's pada^rra they 
knew that xhay were fighting a losing 
battle. Iniiieliy they had celled in an 
impressive entourage which com¬ 
prised Messrs S. M. Krishna, Veeren* 
dra Patil, G. K. Moopanaf. Chan- 
dresbekara Munhy (Coogress-I MP 
from Kanakapura) and a host of 
MLAs end local leaden. Yet the 
villagers were far too absorbed with 
Mr Hegde to cast anything more tba n 
a cursory, indifferent glance at the 
entrourage. As the Coogressfl) vote 
seekers realised to their dismay that 
they could no loam hold the villa¬ 
gers spellbound, their campaign was 
r^ucM to e farce. 

However, the Congressd I did not 
fare‘too badly. As Ur Vaerappa 
Molly, laaSer of the Congressfl) 
le^slature Rprty, told this correspoa* 
dent, Che eroeloo of the CottgreasdFs 
strength was only by 2,000 vote# He 
polotedoui chat given the fact that it 


was a person of Mr Hegde*s stature 
contesting at Kenakapure, this ero¬ 
sion was Inevitable. 

The Congressd) was lucky insofar 
as the people of the constituency 
were merely indifferent to it. To Mr 
Bengarappa. they were pusiiively 
hostile; from the ‘mertvr he had 
become the ‘betrayer.' His wild 
allegations against the Janata gov¬ 
ernment in Karnataka and against 
Mr Hegde's cousin (who was.' 
aUegedly. involved in a rice smug¬ 
gling racket), his treacherous deai- 
mgs with the Coogre$s(l), his plots 
and conspiracies, had clearlv en¬ 
raged the local wople. A number of 
constituents told this correspondent 
that they would reduce him to 
man without an address-'* And they 
did just that; on one occasion. Mr 
Bangarappa was even pelted with 
rotten eggs, tomatoes and chappah 
by the normally peace-loving Xarna- 
djgas. 

Both the Congressd) and KKR 
were vociferous in their allegations 
against the “misuse of official 
machinery" and hooliganism by the 
Janata government during elec¬ 
tioneering. They alleged that the 
elections nad not be conducted in a 
free and fair manner. Mr Hegde 
responded by asking the election 
commission to probe into the 
charges. Whatever the outcome of 
the probe (if at all it is held), the 
truth is that it was the Congressd) 
campaigners who travelled in the 
more impressive convoys, and on the 
eve of the elections the police seized 
cash, liquor and lathis from vehicles 
belonging to the Congressd) suppor¬ 
ters. Mr Hegde's vicioiy has given 
rise to the speculation that the Cun* 
gressd) MLAs in Karnataka will now 
be tripping over each other to cross 
the floor. However. Mr Verrappa 
Moilv, while speaking to this corres¬ 
pondent, ruled out the possibility of 
defections; he asserted that his 
partymen would not take such a 
"shortsighted seep** as the Congres* 
s(|) i% the only parry which has a 
future, not only in Karnataka but at 
the national favel as well. Mean¬ 
while. Mr Ramakrishna Hegde has 
emerged e leader within hii own 
right. He is confident that his victory 
wul prove ro be a great morale 
booster to (he Janata Party Perhaps, 
the Janata experiment has begun all 
ever again. 

Anita Fratap 
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*}Ne have to proceed very cautiously' 


Banj|alore: The long uwaiied Kena* 
kap\irH polli were over. True to his 
informal style, the Karnataka chief 
minister, Mr Ramakrishna Hegde, 
ugreed to be interviewed by bi/K* 
DAY while t re veiling in his car from 
his residence to vjtihana Soudha. 
The driver of the car was instructed 
(u proceed slowly, so chat the inter* 
view cuuld be stretched to the max* 
imum possible time. Excerpts: 

Q: by whnt mjr^jA hod you eM- 
peered re win^ 

A: 1 couldn't say really, but 1 had 
expected it to be by over IS,000 
votes. 

Q: That woufd hove been a rock- 
Iwttom mar/tin- You had to score a 
morul victory. It was Imperative 
that you secured a be tier margin 
than Mr Smdhia (fha Junato mLA 
who wvn the January election with 
a margin of 2X000 votesJ. 

A; True. Well, I mean, tn an 
election, it is a cumbination of va¬ 
rious fnetors. At the time of Sm* 
dhia's election, there was not so 
much of a concentration of the 
opposition forces (in Ranakapura). 
1ney made it • kind of life*aod* 
death issue. Well, I mean I can 
understand that. 

Q: What /actors do you think 
conrr/huted to your astounding vic¬ 
tory? 

A: Well, primarily I consider it a 
vindication of the stand and poll* 
cies and programmes that we have 
initiated. The issue at stake in this 
election was velue based politics^ 
You know, in the last ten yeers, (in 
fact) mure than ten years, there has 
been a deterioration in (political) 
values, with tho result that people 
starred losing faith in politicians as 
a class and that $i^lt great danger 
for the democratic system itself. 
*'ha( we tried to do m Karnataka 
.ificr the elections (in Janunry) was 
to introduce certain principles in 
pulitics. ^Vell, the Janata victory in 


Kanakapura is a vindication of that. 

Q: To what extent would you 
attribute it to your personal char- 
isma? 

A: Well I don't believe in this 
sort of thing.. 

Q: The villagers I spoke to were 
totally impressed by your humility 
and simpUcity, 

A; May be iti a small measure, it 
might have also contributed to the 
success. 

O* Your victory portends a con¬ 
solidation of the Janata Party in 
Karnataka end perhaps at the 
national level too. At the state 
level, how do you propose going 
about this task of consolidatioo? 

A: Well, vou see, we have to do a 
lot to build up the organisation at 
(be grassroot level, that the 
pi^y is in power, and because of 
this victory, two things wJl happen. 
One is: a lot of new people will rush 
into the party. And two: our own 
party workers might develop a 
sense of complacency. We have to 
have a kind of screening process 
with regard to the first. And with 
regard to the second, we have to 
give concrete programmes to the 
party workers and see that they are 
always active and act as a kiM of 
medium between the government 
end the people, bringing the peo* 

( lie's demands, grievances, prob* 
ems, to the notice of the author* 
iiies and educating the people with 
regard to the various measures that 
the TOvernment has taken. We have 
to do a lot. 

Q: What, according to you, will be 
the impact of your victory in nation- 
aJ poan'es? 

A; Well I think this w^l give a 
great moral boost to the ^rty as a 
whole because, you know, people 
all over the country, panicularly 
those who are interesteo in politics, 
had entertained apprehensions 
that when the Janata government 


was formed here, it would meet the 
same fate as the Janata govern' 
ment in the centre in 1977*79. We 
have to aUay these apprehensions 
and in order to do this we have to 
proceed very cautiously. I mean, we 
do not have a majority of our own in 
the Assembly. I have to walk on 
very slippery ground. I have to 
watch every step of mine. 

Q: Do you think your victory is 
destined to be the harbinger of a 
second Janata experiment at the 
centre? 

A! Well, much depends on how 
the Janata Party units in the va* 
rious states function, and how much 
advantage they take lo build up the 
organisation. Well, 1 have no doubt 
that (his government (in Kamaia* 
ka) will lau for rhe full term. We 
will bring a lurally different kind of 
ad mi ni.si ration which will be hun* 
est, responsive and responsible. 

Q: Would you say that a ^ec emd 
Janata experiment ts a distinct pos- 
sfbi/ttv now? 

A: f feel that the Jonuia Party is 
democratic, it follows s<icialist poU* 
cies, it has an alMndia fume und it 
has an alMndia base and therefore 
it is Quire possible. I hope it will 
happen. 

Q: How long will it take 

for the Janata Party to emerge a 
united, viable aUernative to the 
Congressflj once ogaixi.^ 

A: As I said, it all depends on how 
we build up the organisation in the 
whole country. Our colleagues in 
other states should be active, (they 
should) organise the party units 
and they should do a lot to build up 
their party at the grassroot level. 

Q; with your victory, there could 
well be another Janata wave In the 
country. What steps do you think 
Mrs Gandhi will take to stall this 
wave? 

A: I cannot take anticipatory 
steps in connection with this mat* 
rer. I would like to wait and see 
what kind of steps she would take. 
And I would not presume that she 
would try to do anything to des* 
tabilise Hie government here. 

Q: How you are being diplomatic. 

A: (iaughs. but doesn’t say any. 
thing). 

Q: She is always a couple of steps 
ahead. So you ha ve to take an rici^- 
tory stepa... 

A: Well, even if 1 would like to 
take anticipatory steps, I would not 
like to reveal them to you (faughsl. 

Q: That I can quite understand. 
Would you say that the last nail has 
bean struck m Kangarappa's coffin 
with your victory? 

A; (Smiles) ] never gave this 
Bangorappa Uctor any more Im* 
portance than it deserved. 
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WEST BENGAL SYELECTION 


Ashok Mitra; A step 
away from victory? 


Calcutta: No sensible bookie is wjU* 
iii 0 to (ouch with a bargepole the 
suburban Jadavpur constituency, 
where the CPI(M) has fieldcb the 
foiTner state finance minister. Dr 
Ashuk Mura, tu contest the A»«m* 
bly Uyelecriun on S June. Even the 
mam opposition parly in the state, 
the ConpresHd), revealed its lack of 
confidence by nominating its candi* 
date .iu»t a few days before 10 May, 
the last date fur filing nominations. 
The nominurion papers of the inde* 
pendent candioare. Mr Subrara 
Chattopadhyxy, were rejected dur¬ 
ing Hcrotiny just a few weeks before 
the date nf the eleciiori. 

The .ladavpur bye lection, necessi* 
latcd bv the umiinelv death of for¬ 
mer power minister Mr Shankar 
(tupio. has nffordt'il the CPItM) a 
chance to bring beck to its ministe¬ 
rial fold at least one of the two 
former miiuMers (Ur Ashok Mitru 
and Mr Ruddhadev Bhattacharya) 


wfaose absence in the .second Left 
Front governmeni was being visibly 
felt. Of the two. Or Mitra's rMe m the 
last Lefi From government had been 
Significant in terms of his effort to 
exhort more funds from ihe centie. 
By focusing on the &horicr»mings of 
existing centre*state relationv in an 
uncommonly cogent and persistent 
manner. Dr Mitra had also suc¬ 
ceeded in arousing ihe interest ut 
other state governments. There is a 
nagging fear that Dr Mitra's inclu¬ 
sion in the stare government would 
once again sour whatever cordial 
relations that the stale has managed 
to establish with the cenire: bui it i> 
unlikely thet he will change his tune 
if he is inducted into the state 
cabinet 

The intentions of the CFI(M) in 
fielding Dr Mitra as its candidate in 
.ladavpur are Quite transparent. If 
the Left Front, ci reiher the CFI(M), 
wus not keen to have him m the 


cabinet, Dr Mitra wndd not 
been given the advantage ol contest¬ 
ing from a constituency which is os 
'safe' us JadavDur for the CPh M i. Dr 
Mitra lost in tna last Assembly elec* 
bons from Rash Behari Avenue con¬ 
stituency. which has a predominant¬ 
ly upper middle-class population. 
The Jadavpur constituency is, 
however, quite different from Rash 
Behan Avenue. Here the electorate 
predominantly comprises lower mid¬ 
dle-class immigranis. Over the yeers 
the CP 1 (M> has succeeded in estab¬ 
lishing strong grassroot support in 
this area. So ’red" is the area mac the 
Jadavpur municipality is being 
mereed with Calcutta Corporation, 
so tW in the event of elections io 
the Calcutta Corporation, large num¬ 
ber of votes go to CPIfM) nominees. 

The CP((M)’s campaigning 
apiieured to be on a low key right 
from tlie lK?ginning But this was 
more because the constituency did 
not need any ostentatious campaign¬ 
ing. However. Dr Mitra did step up 
his <aiii|Mign ufrei the second week 
of Mkv. The Congress(l) candidate, 
Dr Sukumar Dutta, a professor In 
Jadavpur Universitv, appears to bo 
nghiing a losing battle; his muted 
campaign hears ample evidence of 
this. 

Indrunii Banerjie 


W/iat the party decides / have to carry out' 


Calcutta: Baroly three weeks be¬ 
fore the JadHvpur byeleciion, for¬ 
mer West Bengal finance minister. 
Or Ashok Mitra, spoke to Scnday 
about hi» decision to contest the 
Assembly byelection and the need 
to review centrc-staierclations. Ex¬ 
cerpts: 

Q: What made you decide to 
contest the Assembly byeiecrion 
irom Jadavpur con$tuu9ucy? 

A: This decision was not taken by 
any one individual. I am a member 
of a political party and what the 
arty decides 1 have to carry out. 
he party obviously wanted me to 
contegt tne byeleciion because its 
interest would be served by my 
doing so. 

Q: U is commonly believed that 
the Left Front governmenf wants 
you as its finance minister. Com- 
mem? 

A: I cannot speculate on this. The 
elections haven't yet been beld and 
whatever the outcome, whether or 
not I am made a minister wUI 
* depend on the government's deci¬ 
sion 

Q: During the hsf coupje of years 
there has o^n a noticeable decline 
in the rate of growth of tax revenue 
in West Bengal. lsn*t this a sign of 
administrative compteceney and an 
increase in corruption? 

A: Fificly. one oi^t to remem¬ 
ber that between 197^77 and 1961- 
62, West Bengal's total budget bad 



Asfrok Mirra; set for victory 


increased from about Rs 750 croies 
to Rs 1,900 crorea, which is the 
fastest rate of budget growth wit¬ 
nessed hy any stale—and the cen¬ 
tre—during the post independence 
period. Ever since Mrs Gandhi 
came back to power in New Delhi 
the mobilisation of additional re¬ 
sources has become difficult for the 
states. 

During the period 1977-62, (he 
state government had made every 
effort to increase resource mobi- 
Imtiwi by introducing several new 
revenue measures; increasing col 


I lection from existing raxes: and 
com plots Iv reorganising (he small 
savings scheme. Durir^g the last two 
years, however, the Left Front gov¬ 
ernment has been under the con¬ 
stant threat of dismissal by the 
centre. No government under such 
pressure would find motivation to 
increase resource mohlllsatiun. 

Q: Can the state government ex¬ 
pect more funds from the centre hy 
constenr^ harping on the Jiie- 
Quities of'presenr day centro state 
relations in the country? 

A; Definitely. (Qualitatively, 
things are far mure different now 
than they were when the Left Front 
govemcnenc first came to power in 
1977. At that time noune supported 
our demand lo restructure centre- 
state relations but now we have at 
least six states with us. Be.tides, 
many CongresscI) chief ministers in 
private conversation have con¬ 
gratulated us for our stadd. 

Tlie faci is that the heat is on. and 
all the chief ministers can feel this. 
Thinuhave changed since the coin- 
niai days and the first 25 years uf 
independence when social aware¬ 
ness was limited. Today, the people 
at the grassroot levels nave become 
more articulate and active in voic¬ 
ing their demands. No state govern¬ 
ment can Ignore this change. But 
New Delhi, with itn small popula¬ 
tion. bardly feels the .stirrings all 
over the country. 
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MAHARASHTRA 


A loss of Identity 

1 


Bombay: There si ^ave ducontcnt 
in Manaraihira against the con* 
tinuinfi manipuiacion of the scare 
from New Delhi. The Maharashtrians 
feel chat while meet staces, whether 
The new]y*freed*from*Congress(l) 
states like Karnataka anoAndhra 
Pradesh, or Punjab where the centre 
is being slowly but surely made to 
Imw 10 the demands of the Akalis, 
the ethnic population is allowed to 
have its respective identities. Mahar¬ 
ashtra, on the other hand. Is sought 
to be moulded into an image in 
which the Maharashtrians have no 
place. 

Letters to the editor in popular 
Marathi dailies cite The simple inst¬ 
ance of how the people of tne state 
are not allowed to change the name 
of Bombay to Mumbai—which wa& 
its original name before the British 
changed it. Although resolutions 
have Men passed changing the name 
of Bombay to Mumbai in the Bombay 
municipal corporation, the centre 
has nut given its consent to the 
renaming. In fact, it has positively 
said chat the name should not be 
changed. As recently as last week 
the ^ief minister, Mr Vasantdada 
Paiil had said that the ‘‘issue was a 
closed one," 

Pramod Navalkar. a journalist and 
.Shiv Sena legislator, commented, 
''Why in the first place should the 
corporation or anyone ask the per¬ 
mission of the centre No such per¬ 
mission was re<iuesced for,when (he 
government changed the name of 
Kulaba district to Raigad, and Ratna- 
giri district to Sindhudurg. Why 
should it be done In the case of 
Bombay? In neighbouring Goa the 
name of its capital Panjim was 
changed to the more ethnic Panaji 
and so also in Maharashtra, Thana, 
Dhulia and Poona went back to their 
original Thane, Dhule and Pune." 

Every chief minister from Mr V.P. 
Naik onwards, has proved ineffec¬ 
tive in implementing the change of 
name. Meanwhile. Madras has 
changed to Tamil Nadu and Mysore 
to Karnataka and soon Andhra 
Pradesh may change to Telugu De* 
sam. But Bombay has to remain Bom¬ 
bay Mspite the wishes of the petH’lc 
of Maharashtra, The government 
and the westernised, non 
Maharashtrian section of the popula¬ 
tion who have the money power and 
the clout give all kinds of weak 
explanations. For instance, they say 
that Bombay is the name on (he 
world map and any change in it 
would cause enormous problems. But 
even this is easily countered ^ the 
ethnic population when (hey cite the 
example of Peking changing over¬ 
night to Beijing without a wmmper 
from the rest of the world. 
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Anoiher act of provocaiion against 
the identity of Maharashtra la the 
television pro^ammes. Despite the 
chief minister taking i( up with the 
centre, noihiag has happened. The 
demand is for 50 per cent of the 
programmes being in Marathi, but 
today they are not even 36 per cent. 
The south has not only succeeded in 
doing away with Hindi programmes 
but has persuaded the government 
to revert to "AU India Radio" when 
Mr Vasant Sathe, the then mioister 
for information and broadcasting 
had changed it to "Akashvani." 

These two instances are only the 
symptoms of a deeper discrimination 
facing the ethnic Maharashtrian 

C puMition. Over (be years they have 
en discriminated against in favour 
of the southerners and the north¬ 
erners. For instance, one grouse is 
(hat since l$74. the Maharashtrian 
vendors have b^n pushed into the 
background in the fish and veget¬ 
ables markets. These commodities 
have been taken over for exports In 
those having close cooneciion with 
the Gulf countries Vending licences 
are alio given to the southerners, as 
in the case of Apollo Bunder and 
Dadar station. An interesting fact 
about the hawkers at Plasa cinema is 
that about ten years ago*!!! the galas 
(shops) were given to northerners 
who got the ^protection" of none 


o^ar Aan geiv 

pomior. The pli^t of the Maharaah- 
trlana deteriorated over t6e years 
only becauae of such dishonescy in a 
section of the Shiv Sena leadership. 
They came to power on the promise 
of helping Maharashrrians in getting 
their due place in the state, and (hen 
used the clout they built up to lint 
(heir own pockets, The Maharash 
tnan waa slowly ousted. 

Even in (he matter of housing, the 
Maharashtrians are being pushed 
out of the city. As the oldbuildings 
(hey occupied collapsed or bed to be 
repaired, they got pushed into the 
suburbs, San^ev Bhide, a budding 
architect, says that he hat personally 
witnessed Miliaraihtrians being dis¬ 
couraged from trying to buy flats in 
the new housing ci^onies chat are 
comine up in (he suburbs. As he says, 
when Maharashtrian families eo to 
(he builder, he deliberately intlates 
(he prices This is happening on a 
large scale in Nala Sopra, ana Virar 
where Gujarati builuers get (heir 
plans sanctioned. Bhide also had a 
disconcerting experience with his 
North Bombay Chapter, Jaycees, of 
which be is a member. He has, for 

K ars, been fighting an individual 
tele for using Mumbai instead of 
Bombay, He had suggested that the 
official name coula be kept since 
that has been registered, but when 
writing letters, etc, it can be referred 
to as North Mumbai. Ever since he 
brought this up and tried tu practise 
this in some official letters of the 
Jaycees, he has been removed from 
all their project committees. 

Olga Tellis 


MEDIA 


A daily puts detectives 
on a murder trail 


Calcutta: Tirthankar Das Sharma 
and Sanjeeb Cbatterjee were great 
friends. Both of them were of the 
same age ( 16 ), studying in the same 
class and living in ab^t the sane 
locality in Barrackpore, 30 km Twrth 
of Calcutta. They seemed to be in a 
great hurry when they left Sanjeeb*s 

B Uce (cither on the afternoon of 21 
larch. They were last seen watching 
a religious procession at about 6.30 
pm near the Barrackpore railway 
station. 'Hie boyrs did not return to 
their homes at night. 

Next morning, their worried pa¬ 
rents Dilip Cbatterjee and AmaJ Dm 
S hanna went to the nearest police 
station Titagarh to report chat their 
sons were missing. They elao lodged 
similer reports with the sisaiAg p«- 
ions squae of the West Bengal police 
and the DIG (CO). Announcements 
were made over the radio and the 
TV; advenisements were inserted In 
newspepers. But reeuJu were net 
forthcoming. Then, on S April, ceinc. 


e piece of information: the postmas¬ 
ter of a Barrackpore post office, who 
was a commuter, had heard (hat the 
police had recently fount^woliodies 
on the railway track nebr ^andua 
railway station. They were of boys ol 
about the same age and the same 
build as Tirthankar and Sanjeeb. 

The parents immediately set out 
for Pandua. There, their worst fears 
were confirmed when they were 
shown bloodstained clothes and per¬ 
sonal belongings which had been 
found on the bodies by the railway 

K Uce; th^ were those of their song. 

leo Mr Das Sharma and Mr Chat, 
terje^ reached the morgue to take 
delivery 31 the bddies they were told 
that those bad already been dispoaed 
of since there were no claimants for 
them. Thay, however, were shown 
the photographs of the bodies: they 
were thoae of (hair soiu. 

It waa the driver of in inipectiop 
train who lim mw tha bodJea lying 
oo (ha treck near a railway cro^^ing. 



rii»ro» 


•bout lum-«i4dlQfMtr« from tbe m- 
cion. Both tho boyt hod opovoncly 
boon rue over by i train; nrthaek 
ar’i bead was banercd beyond recof • 
nition and Sanjeeb’s head, severe 
from his body, was found lyloi be* 
tween two tracks. The driver re* 

f sned this to the railway Mlice at 
andua at around S am, on Tuesday 
22 March 

The police were slow to react. The 
Bendel railway police received the 
message from Pandue two hours af* ^^HH| 
ter the train driver had made his 
reTOrt. Even then, the railway police 
did not take up the investigation r 
seriously. They did nor inform the 
matter to all the neighbouring police 
stations, as they should have done, to ^ i. 
esiahlish the identitv of the bodies ^"***^**^ 
Although, on 5 April, the officer*iA* ,. 
charge of Titagtrh police station got wouJd coini 
the message that the bodies were night. It wa 
possibly those of the missing boys, ii 'T*'** 

was only in the morning of 6 Amjl themselves 
that he thought of going to Panoua The par 
railway siatioti to see cnem. Sanleeb h 

The police had already made up vincad. The 
their minds. Even before they had had any r< 
received the autopsy report, the Evenaaaun 
director general of West Bengal decided to 
police, Mr Colak Majumdar gave nis why shouh 
verdict on 7 April: the boys had trouble of 
committed suiciae. If the police are there were 
to be believed, then both the boys their homei 
having planned to commit suicios sought Wei 
together, travelled to Pandua, some Jyot* Basu' 
SO kms from Barrackpore, presum* MrBasudoi 
ably by train, chungiog trains on the well, and h 
way. On reaching Pundua they chat men in Cal 
ted and .mi ok ad tor hours near & ordered tht 
level crossing waiting for a train that to investigi 

Phar ropart on Anan dabs tar Patrika’s front page 


On 13 April Mr Saha submitted hie 
report, on the basis of which Mr Basu 
told the West Bengal Assembly on 14 
April that the bovs might have com* 
mined suicide otter ill. 

But this did not resolve all doubts. 
$ 0 , to find out how the boys died, the 
Bengali daily Anandabarar Fatnka 
requisitioned the services of a lead* 
•ng Calcutta detective agency, the 
'Secret Eye'. The agency is run by a 
former DIG of West Bengal police. 
Debabrata Dhar. IP. and has among 
Its stiff, a number of former police 
i n tel ligence officers. Professionals 
coming to the aid of the newspapers 
is not unusual In Western countries; 
but this is for the first time that this 
has been tried out in India. That way 
Anandabaaar Parrik$ may have set a 
new trend in the country. 

In his two reports (published in 
An^ndsbatMT Pacrika on 11 and 16 
Mayi Mr Dhar has suggested that the 
boys had been murdered in cold 
blood. Demolishing the police theory 
of suicide, the report says that the 
two missing boys had stumbled upon 
some damaging information at^ui 
the activities ofa person engaged in 
manufacturing hand made bombs, 
smuggling narcotics and forging cur¬ 
rency notes. For quite sometime, this 
individual was looking for an oppor* 
tunity to silence the boys and finally 
the opportunity came on 21 March 
As the religious meeting which San* 
ieeb and mthankor were watching 
broke up following a thundershower, 
six hired goons caught the boys 
and forced them into a van parked 
some distance away. The bo^ were 
taken ^ the van to a car waiting 
some five kms away. In the car they 
were rendered unconscious with 
chlorofonn and then driven to a 
secluded spot near Pandua lailvay 
$tation. The unconscious boys were 
then canied to the railway track and 
placed on it. This report has put the* 
West Bengal police in a tricky spot. 
Mr Dhar has offered to place all the 
evidence he has collected in the 
course of his investigations *.i the 
hands of the police, but will they 
accept it and swallow their own 
worns^ 

A Special Correspondent 
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Squabbles plague 
NALCO project 

Bhubaneswar: Tlie preuiKiviis project of the ceniraT 
seciorV National Aluminium Company (NALCO). in 
proKro'^K in Orissa, has a (on^ lixt of firsts. Most 
impressive among them: it i$ the bij^gest on going 
project in eastern India; the biggest aluminium complex 
in Asia; the only aluminium project of its size under 
implementation m the world: having the world's largest 
bauxite deposit I.T90 million tonnesi tied up with it; 
utilising the biggest KurodolUr loan (hHO million doT 
larsi India has ever raisud; and going ir> have A»ia*s 
longest cunvcyur belt (U.ftT km) to link the bauxite 
mines end the plant. 

The uft'announced commitment of NALCO Is (hat it 
will complete the prujeet on schedule^that i»by the end 
of I98S. NALCO office rooms at BliuhunoswHr and 
pruiect Mies at Damanjodi iKoraput>and Angul prumm* 
ently display welLprinred leaflets reminding the officent 
and the workforce nf this commitment. Construction 
works at the sites have so far regisu^red impre.ssive 
progress. But now. doubts have vtaried setting in about 
adhering to the schedule due to a lug of war between ihe 
'union nuniitry of mines and NALCO. Ir is, essentially, a 
personality clash between the secretary of mines. Mr 
R.<*anapathi. and the NALCO chaii man cum managing 
director, Mr K.S. Ramachandran 

Since its inception, Mr Gunapathi has tried to excer 
else control over this giant Rs IBOO.crore project. He was 
understood to have resisted the move to make Mr 
Ramachandr.in the head uf NALCO But ihe xtate chief 
minister J.6, Vainaik’s attempts tu make the Orissa* 
cadre IAS officer NAL^O's chairman, succeeded Mr 
Canapathi's action, merely as secretary uf the ministry 
which has administrative control over the company, 
would nut have been resented bv the companv author¬ 
ities. hut hiv “uncalled for** interference into all sorts of 
details like award ol contracts and appointment of 
personnel has affronted the company's top brass. 

Hie appointment of Mr R. Gupta as the director of 
NALCO. in charge of the project is considered by the 
company officers as a stumbling block to progress. Mr 
Gupta's appointment is understood to have been made 
at the instance of Mr Ganapathi and at the cost of Mr 
Saiyabadi Satpathy. now advisor technology. NALCO, 
who contributed significamlv to the project during the 
preparatory stage. Mr Satpathy was almost sure to be 
made a dirKior and ha was sent to Bhubaneswar by Mr 
Ramachandran with that understanding. But. to his 
surprise and to the disappointment of Mr Ramachan* 
dran and other officials of the company, Mr Ganapathl’s 
efforts to sidetrack him and appoint Mr Gupta sue* 
ceeJed. As project director. Mr Gupta, a civil engineer, 
is supoposed to stay at Bhubaneswar, his headquarters. 
But since his appointment in December 1982. he has 
barely stayed at Bhubaneswar for a total period of three 
weeks. Whenever he has chosen to visit Bhubaneswar, 
he has remained there only for a couple of days before 
returning to Delhi Well'furnished rwnis at the NALCO 
guest houses at Bhubaneswv and Calcutta have un* 
necessarily been blocked by nim. A host of the com* 

S py's ofricers have been continuously airdashing to 
Ihi almost daily with important papers solely for his 
perusal and decision. The rime consuming and highly 
expensive process which NALCO has been subjected to. 
particularly following Mr Gupta's appointment, is in* 
creasingly becoming a matlir of criticism in various 
circles. 

S.P. Nanda 
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Science^ children 




Produced by W(ram A. Sarabbai Comnxjntty Sdenca Centre and VIKSAT Ahmedabed 


Diffraction with 
a single slit 


This is perhaps the simplest ex* 

f terimeni which requires only a 
amp, and some coloured filters. All 
that you have to do 1$ to stand at a 
distance from the lamp and look 
through the sUi formed when you 
hold up your forefinger and middle 
finger. Narrow down the sill and see 
how the pattern chonges. Do you see 
■ very bright fringe in the middle 
and fringes on either side which fade 
in intensity as you go away from the 
middle fringe? Now take a transpa* 
rent colours filter and place it over 
the lamp and observe it as before. 
What you see is a phenomenon exhi* 
biied by waves known as “diffrac* 


tton ' 


' Diffraction is a phenomenon in 
which the waves bend past along an 
edge. Fur this reason you do not see 
shadows of very sharp objects. Here, 
secondary waves from the same slit 
interfere and give rise to fringes. 


Figure this out 


In the figure below, place three 
five paise coins in the squares 
marked A, B, C and three Z> paise 
coins in the squares marked D, E, F. 
Move the coins one by one from 
square to square so that In the end, 
the 2S piise coins are on A, B, C and 
the five peisc coins are on D. E, P. 
Not more than one coin can occupy a 
square at any time. 


Spot what's wrong 


Butterflies and moths Do you know? 



Aa intricate nerve system controls 
the flow of blood to the skin and 
muscles. Thousands of microscopic 
blood vessels which join the arteries 
brine blood to different parts inctud* 
ing tne muscles and slun. Bach of 
these blood vessels is regulated by 
iiv own nerve which opens or closes 
it. The skin of the lace becomes 
suffused with a blush when some of 


the nerves, disturbed by anger, fear, 
or shame, turn on the tap controlling 
the blood supply. And since we have 
no control over the flow of blood to 
or from the heart, there Is little hope 
of controlling that giveaway blu^. 


SCIENCE BRIEFS 


IF you are motion sick, try a teas* 
poon of ginger. Two psychuloglsts 
of USA selected 36 volunteers who 



If you find it hard to distinguish 
butterflies from moths, here ere 
some lips: butterflies ere found in 
the daytime while moths are general 
ly nocturnal creatures. Secondly, the 
antennae of butterflies are long with 
knobs at the ends while those of 
moths are feathery. And of course, 
the butterfly has vividly coloured 
winp. On the other hand, the wings 
of the moth are mostly dull and 
practically merge with its surround' 
mgs. 


of USA selected 36 volunteers who 
were highly susceptible to morion 
sickness and gave them two cap* 
suits of powdered ginger root each. 
Tliey were then blindfolded, put in 
a motor driven revolving chair and 
asked every few seconds to de* 
scribe the feelings in their sco* 
machs. The chair revolved for six 
minutes unless the person vomited 
or asked it to be stopped Most of 
the volunteers completed the test 
and none felt bad 


ao-Bav^ 




HUMAN beings may be distac^ 
related to soya beans. A mictv*, 
biologist at the university of Call* 
fomia based his conclusion on the 
evidence that smell nodules on the 
plant contain fluids similar to blood 
pigments found in human beings. 
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Can you make out what is wrong with this picture 




!!*i liki 



THEY may not be able to solve 
intricate mathemaiical problems 
yet, but researches conducted by 
animal behaviourists Guy Woodruff 
and David Premack suggest that 
cbimpansees are capame of de* 
velopine a rudimentary knowledge 
of arithmetic. The researchers 
tested one adult chimpansee and 
Tour younger ones to determine 
their grasp of the mathematical 
concept of proportion and quantity. 
They gave the animals a quarter* 
filled glass of watei\ then offered 
them aUernatives of a half gr^e 
fruit and a quarter grape fruit. The 
chimps had to recognise that the 
quarter grape fruit and the glass of 
water were similar in proportion. In 
sub^uent tests conoucted on the 
basis of (his assumption, the adult 
chlmpansee came out with flying 
colours scoring as much as 4g out of 
46. oegen 
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After three tough sets 
of tennis. Staminade 
puts back what 
sweat takes out: 
your vital body salts. 



Swesting and vital body staminade is vital botty 
salts salts 


Every time you exerase, you sweat 
anaiosevttaiboOysairs.Tfte symptoms? 
A dry tnroar, thirst, “neavy' legs, 
general fatigue. vouTeoroDaDiysouseo 
ro rnese syrrpcoms mat you accept 
memaspartof tne exerdse.Tney're not 
Ana in extreme cases, the symptoms 
can De more severe cramps, nausea, 
even unconsaoOsness 

HOW Vital are vital body 
salts? 

These salts are made up of sodium, 
potassium, chionae, citrate ana 
magnesium Ana each of them plays a 
vital role m your oody chemistry They 
keep your reflexes sharp, your 
muscles in tone, maintain your fluid 
balance, and convert carbohydrates 
into energy, 

water alone doesn't help 

Thirst IS caused not just Dy water 
loss, but also by loss of vital body L 
salts Drinking glass after glass of - 
water does not quench your thirst I 
or relieve me other symptoms of I 
dehydration in fact, too much ■ 
water only dnutes whatever I pr 

salts are left vour body i 

machinerydoes replace vital saitst & 
from your food 8ut that is a t MB 
very slow process. r W 


Staminade does in minutes what your 
body, left to itself, would take hours to 
achieve, it relieves dehydration and 
restores vour energy, by repiaong body 
fluids and vital body salts. What does 
Starmnadecontain? it’s a formulation 
of all your vital body salts, 
reinforced wim glucose... 
with no artificial stimulants. 

Yes. it does taste good 

Fresh-green staminade tastes of iime 
and salt, sweetened wim glucose, it 
comes toyou in theformofpowder.and 
dissolves easily m a glass of water. 

A good namo in 
Australia.. .now fn fndia 

Starmnaoe is widely used m me sporting 
natw of Australia by casual players, 
professional sportsmen, and tnose wno 
lead an acttve life now. for the first 
time, you can buy it in 

-^ ind^a.. a produa 

I of Nicholas Laboratories 
^ inda Ltd. 






StB 

puts back 




what sweat takas out 


TnkavA NUL20a3 


Swi^uieeli 


Beginning 29 May 


By AMRITLAL 


AAIES (1$ April—H May) 
Thi$ week i» pariicuiarty 
lavourabio lor love artd 
marriage Valuable r>ew 
rridria$riiD& are forecast Be 
oaulioua m your deaiir>qe with elderly 
reia lives is a orixial week fo' 

bueinessmon Voung people and mlei* 
lecfuais will coniribufe to your success 
and well Mirig A word of cautior) look 
alter your health (hi$ week There « a 
possibildy that elders may mfluenca 
yr^u tor the betlar 
Good dates. 29. 30 and 3i 
lucky lumbers* 4. 6 ano 7 
Favourable difaetlon; South 


LEO f1S Auf«at-14 Septem¬ 
ber) Be on the tookoui for 
treachery and decepbon 
On the profe ssi onal from 
you may orKOumer senQua 
opposition. Avoid quarrels end Curb ena- 
Ik lendenoes The ame is parliculartv 
favourable tor sponamen. Your domesiic 
hie will continue to be happy For parents 
(Ns could be a week ol saiisfaction A 
wordofcaukon Oo not readily trust those 
who may claim to be your Iriende 
Take core oi your heaWi 
Good Olcs; 29.31 and 2 
LiKby mimbers: 6. 7 and 8. 
faveurable bltecuaa: South-East. 


SAGIHARIUS 05 Oieam- 
ber—14 Jaiwiry) The fust 
two days of this week are 
parhcjlariy favourable lor 
you. There will be progress 
on the prolessionai front. This will be a 
(ucky phase lor courtship and marnape. 
You are advised lo be circumspect ir 
your dealings wiih others Speculations 
are unlikely to yield favourable resuMs 
Enemas wiN continue lo work against 
you bui wiihoul much success Look alter 
your health 

Geed dales 30 3i and 3 
lucky eumbbrs: 3. 5 and 9 
Favourable dtreehen: North 





TAURUS fIS Mav^tl 
JutislA promotion is m the 
offing for some people 
Needless neks may harm 
you linanoaily. A secret 
aflair itipy erid sadly You may have 
heeiTh problems ihiS week There are 
chances that you may change your kH) or 
piece of residence Your dorhestic from 
wifi be harmonious Try not to lose your 
coniidence and control your temper You 
may have lo Irnvei. 

Good dates 2. 3 arn] 4 
Lucky tiembers: 2, 5 and 6. 

Favfltfrtble diraeileo: West 


VIRGO fib Seflembtr—14 
October) For those m love. 
Ihis IS a favourable week 
However, curb the tempia> 
lion to be impulsive II is 
Also a good week lor specuiobons 
bwsutcssrnen, it you want lo er^er mto 
now contracts this IS the lima to do d You 
are advised to bo careful m your daaimgs 
With your cobeagues and be tacitui with 
vour subordmetes A long ewened lour- 
r>ey rnay materialise tNs week 
Good Ostct 30. t and 3 
Leclty ftsmbtrs* 3. $ and 7 
Favoerable dIrecHen; North 





CAFftieORN (15 January—14 
February) Those in service 
($3 will wm the praise of their 
° empleyers Inspiie Of sonie 
financial loss you will make 
eieadyprogressfhis week ThistsnoMhe 
nghi timo for SpeCuiSlion or gambling 
DiSDUfRS am kkely or ihe domosiic front 
A new fhendship is mdicatud You would 
do well tu seek arid aci upon the advice 
of others. Check eiiravagance and do 
not lose your lemper 
Geed dales. i . 3 end 4 
lucky numbers: 2. 5 and / 

FaviHtrable diracllon; South Easi 


GCMINI (15 June—14 Jvly) 
parlicularfy 

L ^ favourable lor those m ser- 
vice Promoiions or trars- 
' feis are m store for you this 

week You may undertake a loumey 
which will solve a domestic probi^ An. 
hlerature or music may influence you Ihts 
week Do noi pursue mainmomai nego* 
liations this wnok. Keep a cioso watch on 
your fiealih. 

CqoiI dales: 3. 4 and 5 
Lucky numbers: 4, 7 and 6 
Favourable direcllon. East 


IIGRA (15 Octeber—14 
HovembCf) A good week io> 
busmessmen, investments 
are hkely to bnng <n hand¬ 
some returns. For ihose m 
service a promotion is kkefy Guard 
agalnsi deceplion and do.noi be over 
opbmisbc. For those m love, happy limes 
are signified you may even get mamed 
this week. Letters may brmg good news. 
A word of caution look alter your health. 
Goo4 dales: 30. 2 and 3. 

Lucty numbers: i. 3 and 4 
Favourable direeden: South-West 


AQUARfUSdS February—14 
Mirth) This week w4l prove 
moderately lucky provided 
you avoid extravagance 
Channess wifi yiefO guod 
resuhs. You are itkely to change your job 
or resiOerKM Businessmen will be able 
to Imahse new contracts. Be taciful in 
dealing wan those m auihoniy Keep a 
eye on your health Your relahonship with 
your spouse is likely to improve 
Bpotf dans; 29. i and 3 
Uieky mimbers: i, 3 and 4. 

Favaerable diraetieit: North-East 




fTOjv^^^CARCER (15 July—14 Aa- 

excellent 

oppo'tumiics to expand 
Lkyour business and improve 
I your til] erKes ttiis week Qo 

r)ot ici an illness m the family dishearten 
you A hafvy ronance is probable. Be 
careful of deceil and avoid gambhrig. 
Your health IS likeiv to improvo this week 
Good dates: 29 2 oryf 4 
Lucky numbers; 3. 5 ano G 
Favourable dirschoe: Soulh-Easl 


a SCORPIO (15 Nevmbar—14 
Oacanber) You may be 
given a new assignmervt. 
This week may mvolve 
hnanciai gavta for you. This 
week augurs wel lor matters of the head 
and those u i te em in g your tarmly, Tliis is 
a good week for arbsts: you may gel the 
recogrvtion which you have been seetong. 
Goed dates: 29 i and 2 . 

Lucky numbers: 3. 4 and S. 

Favewabit dbeettoa: South-East 



PISCES (IS March—14 April) 
A good lime to travel. A 
sudden change of place or 
promotion f$ IIKoly. Howev¬ 
er. by tne end ol this week 
you wiB be laced with serious (Astedes 
and delays. Romance may lead to in- 
creaeed expenOiiure. You are iikefy to 
inwie misunderstandings with others. 
Good Mat: 30. 31 ar>d 2 
pumbafs: 3. 6 and 9 
Favwrablo •fraetlpit: West. 


For Ihoae born on Pridaya: You are naiurahy endowed with 
artistic sengibiiiiy Hence you will attam prominence m protee- 
eions connected wrin art. crafts or literature You are aiao 
passion ale by naluro and this wiH create in you e strong deora for 


the other aex: there fa eiao a hkeiihood ihai you may even hava 
axtramarttai arim. Hance a word of caubpn: try lo apand moat ol 
your oma on woric For those in saarch of bndes, glh$ bom pn 
Sundays or TTkaadaya wM make good matchoi. 
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!K)|i«(Ba«( 


o itocro^bM SiaAf ii now 
Atedaf ■ jor criiU iA 
hIic«rMrwlU» 


hll CATMT WtOCA WM fOtflf 

rtcbor woU till foc«n w. At 
iMt ckroo AloB. wUcA M 

bjid tnnoiuKcd lo avory- 
oiu would do a world of 


ona would do a world ol 


good 10 hli laulnf caraar 
cmahiad miaan^ at tha 
ta-affka. Ib fare, ana big 
fllmC^aOtfaJdaHMaa 
couldd't run for avan tbrat 
waalu. And 00 Sham hat 
bacoma^a vary rtaky prop* 
Mition* in ihamarkM. 
FInanoiara and dUtd^ 
ion ara not wUUni co put 
ihalr monay on fllai 
which juM nave him at ihe 
haro. which maant ha will 
onJy ba athad to play in 
multi-itarrari. 




Mtnuhumi: tiaadar fktim 


H at Uauthumi Chi/tar* 
/aeV loud mouth coma 
In tha way of bar luccata 
story? Tna way ihinpa are 
now. chert can ba no other 
reason. Mouthumi itilJ 
looks young and beautiful 
Is spite of two children 
andher talent can never 
ba undcrastimated. She 
hai proved it tlma and 
again. Than why hai the 
not bean given the right 
opportunitiai? In fact, 
Mauahumi hartalf hat 
Mart ad wondering. '*1 am 
much barter than many of 
tte ruling actratsat. t can 
prove myaaif In any kind 
of rol e but where ara tha 
opportunitiaa? People say 
inay ara scared of my tan- 
trueu asid my moods. 1 
can*c undarstaad who has 
»raad thast stories? They 
oon'i raaliatbow such 
stories harm ana's career.* 
says Mottshoaii. Tbara era 
fust three Moushiusi ittr- 
r^aanchafloor saduafor- ' 
tusaialy not one af them ia . 
making attyprograastba • 

W||^t%Sh0^d. 


^eerend^* Sn^¥t*9ffUm9f 


I t had to happen, /aerafl* 
dra signed lust one film 


Xdra signed just one film 
with SndaH. Hfmmarwela 
and It was a ntaior hiiall 
over the country. $000 the 
team bactsie one af the 
most salable palr^. They 
have already signed soot 
Sevan or eight big Hindi 
fUma in tha south. Srldmi 
is thinkmg of cutting dqwn 
drastically on her amlgn- 
Slants in tea south, as 
Taiugu, Tamil and 
Malay alam filmmalwis 
wring Ihalr hands in 
anAary. And. of course, 
stories about 
Jaatu and Bridevi 
having a roaring 
affair are already ^ 
on the grapevine. 


P oor As/oafaiiasan. 
There was a lime soon 


after thephanomenaJ suc¬ 
cess of Em DuuJm Ke lire 


cess of Em OvuJm Ke Li^ 
when producers and direc 
tors from Bombay t 9 ck the 
first available fli^i to 
Madras with bags fidl of 
money. All of them wanted 
to sign the hindaome new 
actor for thalr future 
fllmi. But Kamal was vary 
busy and salaccad orUy 
thOM roles which he felt 
would help him. Then 
ctBM the same JT. 
BeieeAeader h Zara Bj Ziik 
dagi whicb flopped badly 
Thera was panic and mb* 
davonitiffl all arouad. 
They said that Kamalaha- 
aaa was bo good. Tbaaa 
who had sinad him ra< 
panted; thaw who 
diaakad chair hmky acast. 
Asd ‘ ‘ 


UmeetF 


•siwIT' 





T ha con^tMts f or/ayw 
reda is conplaia and 




(starring Xamaiahasaa 
and SrfJavf and directed 
by laiu Mabondn) are 
talkifig about dUJrdkiire 
from tW soutb peeves only 
one ihlag. She has made 
an impact with her sex 
appt^ and tancilitlng 
dMca. Stiff cwBpailtton 
ahead fee tha raCgaisg 
Mrii Ilka Magwi (rar. 

* prama JMruyao au A/pa> 
aaChowdhury. 


rha way things ara going 
for her it is almost cartma 


for her it is almost cartain 
Aat she wlU say ar wlU ba 
forcad (o say goodbye co 
tha South ano all tboM 
films in the tsnguaias 
being made there. The 
way she is bagging roles, 
banners and rMiroas in 
Bocabay she has given the 
jitters 10 many heroines In 
tha Kindi film industry. 


Slid sinfta; sax appaa/ 
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ESCORTS 


Built with 2,300.000 blocks of stone—averaging 1'^ tonnes each--the PyiBmid 
of Cheops is classed as one of seven wonders of tlie ancient worid. 

A force of 100,000 worked contihuously until the last block was slotted in — 
twenty years later. 

4500 years lautr ihe picture hasn’t changed very much. 

Witness our dams, canals, industrial plants, housing and other giant pnijecis. 
Kmploying vast labour tbrccs. with a relatively poor ratio of construction equipment. 

Today’.s changing needs demand acceleration"Cspetnally in vital pmjiHUs so 
necessary to nalion building. 

And accelcrutlon conws Ihim a greater' ai'cenl on mcxlem earthrnoving and 
coTisIruclIon CKtuipmeni. 

rscui'ts’ involvement in nation building goes deep. 

Ihe Conqiany sought lo fill a gap between heavy duty e(|ujpment and manual 
methods. 

Collabordlions Willi J.C HAMW)RD BXDWA rOKS and RANt>OMKS A. RAPIKR 
have n^sulted in Ihe nianufaclnre of a wide and relevant range of mciJinm- si7«d 
ind list rial and construction equipment* loaders* excavators, cranes, tuggers and 
fiaulcTS afTordablo and availdlile lo Ihe small conslnictor 

roday. ovt^r 4000 such units aiv at work, building the nation. 

A cnrical task lliat warrants spec^d in consimction. 

Because, unlike the ancient Egy^ilians. we don’t havi> lime on our hands. 

Hut we do have Ihe loots. 



ESCORTS LIMITED 

Giving piositive shape to India's tomorrow. 


Tractor* end fvm B^piani * t ft duiW tf A CofMOwtten 
4 ywen til■ IJ,IBI » Hiifcray 


• Mmrn«loft*AuurairaSo •wfc 
MoHra • HmhIiii Ehnanu * Diy Dock 







KKACARIA; Kiitlu*u in 

ih« Berduni'KiiihiM scvImmioI l .j^tern 

KHllw^ys dr« bvihK liMiiviJ In miv 
cr«ttni> iliiiKUcd IimhI >»s fita 

ssO (c> them uikomsciou^. acwurd 
inu to official nifurce^ The ^ouuin ^eid 
that a pasteniter w«ik found in dn 
urKoniciuu> Mate on thr Kutihui vid 
iiiin pistfurm un 2^ Apiil 1*^11.) Medic 
el cxdminjrion showed that he had 
tsiUvn some duiMitcd feud On retain 
iiie 1 onsciousntnc. he said he had been 
lobhed uf all hi» beluntfints hv a 
fellow passenter who gave him ihe 
j'r«isrd. At least 2^ such viciims have 
lu’cii sent to the KhaRaria huvpit.il in 
ifu* l.m ihree months, hospital >ouuv> 
SiiKl Timv* (A. K (aih.i. 

VeorTiuil * 

BANliALOR^: Indian ^pace siienlisis 
aiv cMiiducting feasilnlity studies i«i 
use uprifihi cypreo trees i> antennae 
to receive ana transmit radio waves. 
According to Dr Shiva Piasad Kosta of 
I he Indian Space Research Orgamsa 
ijon. Dr Kosta who hud conceived the 
nlen. told newsmen here that expert 
merns were conducted tu show that 
mtt<dlu antennae could be replaced 
with vc'uetatioii antennae~////)du (K 
V.isaiitha Kumar, Arumuganert} 

MADRAS About 12 fireivear M.A. 
(Ilisioiy^ students of PacnaJyappa's 
college missed their university ex- 
amlnation on 7 May 1963 because the 
vollegi* auihorittes nad locked the ex- 
amiiunion hall and gone home, not 
kiiiminu (hat an examinacion had been 
slated. The examintilon was lo com¬ 
mence ji 2 pm. The paper was on 
"llisiui'v of India” tPart I). The stu¬ 
dents who had assembled near the 
main huildlng, where the examination 
was to be conducted, found to iheir 
chagrin that the main collapsible gate 
was closed and that no college offtclal 
was present At 2 pm. there was still no 
sign of anybody around. It Is learnt 
that the clerks of the college had 
mliplaced the question papers on the 


Hisii«rv ul India and hence, they did 
not know* tli.n an examirsaijon was to 
lie held ihai •iiteiriiHiii Sit. aftei some 
t-xafliinatuMiN wt-iv hold in the miun 
ing. thev locked the college piemises 
•iiid u’eiit h<inie—/nc/iun f.'.sprcvv (K 
S ei I kutcsii n. I'l ichs l 

RDM KAY Students appeeririu for 
Komh.is (trill v( sily's third-veut 
at i out II .11 as pa pel were in a quamlai v 
when thc-v ic-ceived Iheir (^uestiun 
l>a|H*is wiihoMt jriy jnsirucliniiv on 
them the p.i|»eis did n<K s|>ecify the 
iiaim- ol Hu* uiiiveisitv. nor the maiks 
allotted I'M iiidividuul questions. 
There was no ruin it at the tup of the i 
|ia|iei sidtuig the niimlirr iit quesliims ' 
a stiidi-Ml was sMp|M>sed to atrempi ui 
whiili quest Mills were compulsory^ 
Times of iiithtt (K S. Prakash, 
Komi MV) 

A H \1 M >A H<\ I) Tioiir, i rntak N» varhan 
di Vacoa. a ii-ii hour pUM was per* 
loiim d to w.Mtl e\d spirits believed 
to Im- liauMtiiiu a housing uijonv of 
space scii-ntfsis here recently. Tfiiee 
deaths in iJu- culuny seem to haie 
called toi an uiMnt *'spiriiual*' aiiuni 
on the part uf the space wienlists. A 
committee uf IbRO scientists raised 
land lor the yagrra and professumaI 
p.i/.ins performed the ritual^/ndian 
k’s/MVss rV Arons. Quilon) 

JAIPUR: Raj Kumati. a liyearuld 
inmate of the minor girls orphanage 
hostel here has become Raj Kumar 
aftei undergoing a second scxihange 
operation Rai Kuman was first oper 
jied upon in August last veer after 
hostel officials, perplexed hv her 
lapidly changing lieh.iviour towards 
the other go Is in the hoctcl had her 
admitted for examination Kreliniinary 
tests levealed that she possessed more 
male than female sex Kc»moiies. Ihvc 
tois attending on her said that she 
could eventually marrv and lieiome a 
father-/TecTtfii Chtoiniit‘ iV And 
Kumar. Ilvderaliadi 

JHANSI’ Katianiay Singh, the (Niliie 
consiatJe pi'^tea at the medical col 
lege police station here, is reportedU 
being followed by vindictive siiakt’> 
who nave been on his trail fri»m Jaun 
pura, 4 SO km from here. He and htn 
pregnant wife killed a snake which 
had bitten his sister in Jaunpur village 
while he was there on lease. On re¬ 
turning here, the constable received 
informaiiun that hU wife had died 
following snake bite. When Rananjay 
Singh was returning from his village 
after performing the lest rites nf his 
wife, he found lo his dismay the same 
five-foot long snake in his compart¬ 
ment. Last month, he found a number 
of snakes, led by a ten-foot long snake, 
swarming ell over the place in his 
room. On 6 May 1963, the constable 
was again aheraoed by vindictive 
anakea. He nas urgcnl inr immediate 
transfer to e safer place—Tiidnui £«• 
press (D.V. Krisltnau. BhopaD 


YftOfgWvOmnffm 



I have very good relations with' 
Mrs Gandhi. Holnicgl differences 
do nut alfeci pers<»na] regard— 
f'arouq Abdullah in Prohe 

I advise I'ariMiq just as any 
mother advises her von—Begum 
Abdullah 

Here, in Delhi, there are already 
so many neise, so one more 
doesn't really make a differ¬ 
ence—Maneka Gandhi in 5oc/efy 

[ warn to make it emphstlcally 
clear that it is not the intention to 
polarize the states into the focal 
point of an ami centre attitude— 
NTR 

I will nut allow them ithe police) 
tu keep mu like a rabbit in a 
cage--Lech Walesa 

I have a very primitive feeling 
about walls. I like to attack a wan 
as if it was a battlefield. I like to 

F aint on them like a caveman—M. 

Husain, (he noted artist, in 
fri(/tan T’xprexs 

I think I should be stretched a bit 
mote. There have not been 
viiMugh demands on me (to ex¬ 
plore my talent h-Shabena Azmi, 
w ho wun I he best actress award 
lecently, in Tfie U'eek 

Telephonic communication (in In¬ 
dia > js terrifying; it can take you a 
day and a half to get a call from 
Bombay to Delhi—Richard Atten¬ 
borough 

Everybody concentrates on the 
changes in organisation. Diffe¬ 
rent writing paper, different 
addresses and names at the to;^ 
people eet different carpets on 
their once-flour and different 
name-plates on (heir doors. I 
don't want civil servants dis¬ 
tracted in (hat way: 1 want them 
to deal with th^roblemi of the 
day—Margaret Thatcher 
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usk 


5, What « Ancfiis ba 

known aa? 

6. Whan doaa a tfMvraHy award 


ouctnom 

1 What« cooanon (o SchaNr. Syhaa 
laf and Holpar NMaan? 

2 . fn music, what is a kitchan dapart- 

'Hps or pianas m di«raas sand out 
maaaaoaa callkrtg, 'May Day. IMay 
What « iha ohgtf» of tha wvd? 
ranma ia tfta ofN^ fmiarsfiii of 
country? 


f. What was tha a 
.arwi^rad? 

e. What « UChrawn? 


uw pui luaiio pe6 *aAMn 
laoMbAui |0 MM «• M wad 
u ptiarfiin ipm uoMMra v • 

a m o i W d IS I 


•uOfMujaia ytoMaa aaiftait a pmMt 
autsaaiM<touaM>dwM»atq'witir 
to wnoooa uo uoaauiuwa iau» jm 
« s ca aiqaun ayiapniB OS ua^ SI H *9 

inup«ma»o a 

MO > 

/auj M auoQ. 0u|uw» j«p mv 
aausM MJud iisuajd am ucuf mi € 
♦sMaaM^iQ ^ to «Maa uoiaa n ajs ^ 
am jo» paan Aiancuouni uu« am S >'? 

lapM ^ apemaai gt am i 








































n* dDO-toM? (19> 

10 bM •( M tog 
■Ato tor too^t m 


tS Cub ioiirb ■» • itol ^ vtott (•) 
tg OoM V« 9 Muto !*• A iap> No mito (b) 

>g Pto gitoifttoitb m i iOL can t Mat •n^ < 4 . b) 

21 WilMa i^juiauri mai hat (S) 
a ir* an' tooaaty tor eoto (BJ 
a TfM tfiaav to ptotoiea pattoan (&) 

27 MX • btonat to gii a aiiiiihian (bj 

a Ctona to toto. Hto • ar? 


1 Tofb aptot laai bad «•) somtv (Tt 

2 SoltoneM’a aaaatoaarl mm avtdanOir a tody graduato (Si 
9 PWftiai wMtfw Q n a laaaa toaat aaay t>a apM (9) 

4 Om around tor ijPn won (4) 

5 ftoMT ptoco. M Mto. tor toto labtod by ^ 4and (bi 
g RaaM oddhr or vm ^acaai nagt (S) 

7. Qi nj ia aeotoadon-Hbou^ aot a dodw’a^ c oncafftod wM datnory 


g Thaaa oatowig toaoM mv* M«o boon taioc'aitorp (Sj 
14 SMad rage «ft to* Mr ard 5007 (to 
16 to n» aw liaaptog michnary imtoMMy itoady and togutor7 (9) 

17. Dma M gat RMtoto) Walt, a rmtoKian. at aifi rtoa (6) 
ig. Hot ftoraatari)' a Untoar man. Toma tolhar. H) 

SO. Gums tm ba^ tor 9ia pioirto boroa (7) 

22. To do wrong agato bolto too oWatoad trom aap. natoad (6) 

24. Tha if4ag>Q>«i Owoitofliot an indt pany? But rm coiriaa irom Via MHMto 


2S Oito boy naial ba aortod oul tt toid Via MMar (4) 


1 KtopMi S. C fftoi aca 10 F^ana tl idaafeattc 12. Prtoal 13 AactMM u 
rtmmtnQt 16. Oban i7. Mowto 19 Aawaranca 23 Saaatona 24. Ernoam 26 
CMtaar 27. Tick 29. Piaeaar 29 Omndto 


2 Haubto 3. Qraba 4 Tadtor 9 ktobea 7 ftoatoiftto 6 Chinaaa 9 
Ha>mf na IS VMI aatitoOmi 20. Eyatotow 21 Cwacal 22. Cotto 
2S Babto 

ConwiM by M innrt 
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WHO JS AFRAID OF BHINORAWWALE? 


t IS the militant Sikh leader Sant 
I Bhindranwale on his way out? This 
« u the impression that some t^posi* 
^ lion leaders gathered during a tour 
I of Punjab, when one opposition 
leader asked Sant Harchand Sin^h 
Longowal what he thought of Shin* 
dranwale he declined to offer any 
comment. But one of his aides sit- 
tine by his side replied “ Bhindrtn- 
wale Ko paisa Irjsiney dtya. Ham 
dono say ka$*ey Udain (Someone 
must have given money lo Bhin> 
dranwale to make us fi^i among 
ourselves)." The opposition lead¬ 
en. too. are unwilling to pamper 
Bhindranwale Chandrajit Yaaav, 
leader of the Janwadi Party, when 
asked why he did not meet Bhin¬ 
dranwale during his recent parleys 
with the Alcali leaders in Punjab, 
bluntly replied "I had gone only to 
meet the leaders of Akali Del and 
not to meet a blackmailer.” 


4 



Bhindranwale: tnsing support: 


RETURN im GUJARAT WP 


HAS Ghani Khan’s stxk gone down 
lately with the Congressil) high 
command? During the Assam elec¬ 
tions he was among the key people 
the Congressd) assigned to that 
state to ensure victory for the par¬ 
ty's nominees. Even during the 
1982 Assembly elections in West 
Bengal he had a considerable say in 
the choice of party candidates and 
was by and large guiding the elec¬ 
tion campaigns. But suddenly much 
of the responsibility for conducting 
the elections to the pancheyats in 
the state (due on 31 May) has been 
placed on his cabinet coHeague Pra- 
nab Mukherjee. Even in the choice 
of the candidates Mr Mukherjee 
seemed to have had a greater say. 


Pranab Mukherjee: homecoming.^ 


BAROT:«f^> SEARCHOF A PARTY 

THE Rashiriya Sanj^ Manch lead¬ 
er and once Rajiv Gandhi’s blue¬ 
eyed boy Maganohai Barot, MP. Is 
in a fix. He no longer wishes to 
remain with Maneka Gandhi. But 
then, where else can he gi^ So he 
has taken upon himself the task of 
uniting former Congressmen, now 
scacterred among the opposition 
parties, under a new flag. To begin 
with he met Jagjivan Rai^ and 
later, the Democratic Socialist Par¬ 
ty leader H.N. Bahuguna as also the 
tok Dal secretacy Satyapal Malik. 

U he succeeds in selling his idea 
then he can come out of tne rut. But 
then. Maganbhai Beret may well Magenbkai Barot: aimia$ lor the 
have aimed at the moon. aeon? 


SETTLING OLD 
SCORES 



Devi Lai: hate-Charan campaign 

WHEN most opposition leaders In 
the country are wooing the sap* 
tuagenanan Jat leader Charan 
Singh to make him join hands with 
them for a revival of the 1977 
Janata spirit, the one person who 
will not stand for this is Devi Lai, 
former Haryana chief minister and 
once the most trusted lieutenant of 
Charan Singh. Devi Lai, evidently, 
cannot forget that he was thrown 
out of the Lok Dal by Charan Singh. 
Almost every week he brings out 
either a pamphlet or handbills 
accusing Cniran Singh of one mis¬ 
deed or the other. His follow 
ers have been asked to fan out into 
rural areas of Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh, the stronwolds of Charan 
Singh, and spread canards about 
Charan Singh. Devi Lai himself has 
been touring Jat dominated areas 
with the same objective in mind; 
how to undermine Charan Singh. In 
the last few weeks alone, he has 
visited the Meerut division of UP at 
least fiye times. And he seems to be 
getting some results as well. Re¬ 
cently an emissary of the Janata 
Party president. Chandra Shekhar, 
had almost convinced Charan Singh 
that the Lok Dal should merge with 
the Janata when a Lok Dal activist 
from Maryana barged into the 
meeting carrying a pile of newspap¬ 
er clipping. The clippings related 
to D^i LaTs hate-Charan cam¬ 
paigns. The talks broke down as 
Charao Singh quipped: “Do you 
want me to surrender before Devi 

1 ^?* Devi Lai. who is now in tha 
Janata Parry, and Charan Singh 
have moved far apart. 

D. E. N1ZAMUDD1N 









Camlin is another 

OmJin unbrMJiabJe pencils. A perfect bond between 
wood and lead. So the point never breaks. While sharpening 
Or in normal use. 

Nine attractive designs to d^oose from, 

Um a Omlin sharpener for the beat results. 


Camlin: 

India's first unbreakable 
pencils. 
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Camlin Private Umitcd. Pencil Division, 
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J mimi htiv«* nn eleculfyini< mcmI u MiapfMil my (»k’(Hrv 

The modem art 

cf Tingling. 


wirck, f mk'ti( u A'w fluyn 
Willi my fipinNUTOreml Aiini. 

IVi>mptl)' nlw vbiilkc<l cmt h 
ttiihl {)it)gnimm«: f<ir me. Ami 
Hmi on iTic Ucil whh a vIhu (ii ilie 
art SHlIeiy! 

itic iculcry xsaa hufjc. Oranil 
AutiL led I lie wuy and liurndkd a 
|wth ihnmgh die eniwd 
A liliuik w'liile eanvas with 

ilirve blue doia caui{hr her 

utieniJori. 

at iIjIh." nhe w’hiapereil 
lo me in awe. 

T looked tti it. Three Muc ck>i>» 
in u iieui ruw The title aaUl 
H 1)01 H. ] counied them. TliTec. 
WOWf 

1 heanl a soft vulee Ix'liind me 
Huy disljiieUy Tlirce Diila". I 
liKikcd over my ahouMeraml — 

A attumldfl youfl^ ihlnij aiuod 
very cloae iKhliHl me. 

Aeemed fascinated with 
dial crazy eanvaa. I ci»iiKhed 
poJiicJy and said "Ikitiy. wn’i tVf' 
"Hull,** she come l>aek lo earth 
an<l Ihize me with a look. 

Hastily I k>nkcd a wuy. 
riraml Atmi piishcil on and I 
follnwcil her, sneaking a kxik 
Ixhirid me. 


Hie girl was seiil»blitig away 
in a notelMKik 
1 V)>\ alie hod claa»>. 

She WM coming towanta iml 
1 lit a cigwvllc and deeidcrl to 
play ilw art Inver. I aiaretl hard at 
the itext cxlilbit—a plccv of 
Keul|itnrc. 

1 kt myjflw dnm In open 
a<lmi rati on. cocked my head a 
liirle to the kfl for a (lifTervni 
perspcelivc. Full of knowle<^% I 
moved on. lujvplng asli into an 
aahljay neadiv. 

Scnklcnlv, a e'en moil rai broke 
otit lichlncf me. I turned to sec 
two gaOeiy aticndatils gcnily 
wiping out the ash I'd nuiied. 
Oops! How was I lo know It was 
part of the exhibition. 

From ih« comer of my eye I 
noiieeil the 1au0iing into her 
hundkcrchtin. 

1 was frowning at a little 
earthen pot, when t heanl a 
muslcMl voii’e behind met 

‘'Enjoying youiself.’' she asked, 
“Mmm. Terri Ac stuff this art. 
isn't if.^ 

Then, leaning close towanb* 
me. she said.**! know of a real 
work of an. Interested*.*" hW 
hean lion need annind wil<tfv. 


Sunday WaaWy 29 May YW 


"Sufe" I replied 
“It's an art It's cafled 
Tla^ag." Her eyes were limpid 
pook. 

I choked Tlnj^lng. But I 
never heard..." 

Tour education la 
incompleic," she aaJd, “Comer 

I walked in a dace behind her. 

At a nearby caJe. ahe bought 
Twob(>ctles. Tingkra^ 

Slowly, ahe opened them and 
liandlng me one. aaid ‘Take a 
small sip." 

1 sipped gcntQ^, 

Tkm't swallow! KoU your 
tongue annind " I n>[|ed my tongue 
around. C>MK»h,it was chlUedl 
'Can you feci It? Huh. 

(an yim feel (he Tingle7* 

Suddenly, it hit me. 

A millidn liny bubbles |Mip|ied 
agalnal my pulatc and a crazy 
aeiisatlot) spread uiiil began lo 
ckx'tH^ me. 

In sheerexeitemeut 1 laimt 
oiit.“rM nN(d.iN(;r 
I must have haikcd an 
ekcuifylng sight tingling all 
ovvi—ano a pTiou^nipher 
snaj^Knl my picture. 

I go often to ihc art guJkry. 
^iie gtKiil I am (vi^ at 
uoncratanding the diflenence 
lieiwccn ashtrays und sculptures 



And whenewr I gel a bii 
Itofcd. I whisper In Veena (that’s 
hcrnatnej that 11 was lime wc 
TinjSkd 

And her eyes turn to limpid 
pools again. 


Get the taste thatTin^es! 



KTCSmti. 
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'I'm the Chosen One for 

1 

clearer ffeception.’ 

eiwftlftforft whc €snii«4 

0*1 dMtni ftiftOont fthftrp. 

PM g^ereftSy it M snftwer. 

IM Ivftfvftey 0fttft rmi 
•vft* ftheffMwe ftMeftft 
«ieft4Pwly olftft/ftAS loud. 
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The $250 mtllfon scooter 

In ju$t twelve yeors, Bo( 0 | Auto ha$ eorned At home. Sofoj Auto vehicles ploy oil sorts 
Indto way over S250 mrflion m hard curren* of roles. One of them iso little unusuol: They 
des. In fact, the total is now neoring $275 help the Government mobtlise public sovings! 
million. In foct. right now there is more than Rs 1.300 

Even more tmportont istheoccelerotion this million in postofhcesandscheduled bonks, os 
has given India's image os a producer of High deposits for Bo|Of vehicles, 
duality. ~high technok^ engineering goods. That's our woy. Always frying to do much 

And we weren't competing just in Africa more, much better, 
ond Asia, but the USA and Europe too. 

^ bajaj auto ltd 

VqIu 0 for money, for yoors 



Qutab Hotel 

^ NewDethi 



it PJah M.iS AM. 
it^ Qidit (y lui Am^ Ibnr ^ 
tiwdC yooAig J i im Qgbt m m mm. 

Sir H Mrtaa m yomf to te a to«^ anr. 
^ VM yaaJ tht 1} couU nbx for a iiik. 
NIrfr* Place to ^ a 15 atowk Jrtor. 

Sfir ■crtiwf M infer. 9 timi «rW 
cbvM H 

IV> f.m. fi w aiiyt tmr fpr aJ itr 
Qttli( iM ifir ^ anJ 3Ktocy MaAiffr. 

A fFut AMeM. tu jtoato a< 

C&r QtiM mJ m camn m omt iaemiMm. 

C/ft fcf 15 iwiiirtn any AaJ 
3ahJa£aJ (wdki to jnl a Uf fioor ^wejt 
dNyeiwi ik'a fctoiy to wrf out 
3eefaiy tireJ. CUt yreen 
perr a vrleoiiir «f£t 5af (y <fir fopl aarr a 
bn^ 

r.OO f.n. w f w lai j ^wk Aeryetie. 

I’f reatot Cfir aJane SnAny airy. Qir 
only onr m tfv country. 


cJL 


CboS a be^ at ifr Same/ Afarlmrnti after 
l(at. aby're jJkJfm it Cnfuiy Gnruttor 
anJ ^ COT^ny HpUay Homt. ' 

Dimr at l£r MbmeSvy Room vitfi 
AJtoa CentMtoJ ^leiaktoi. ft pai ifr 
prrfkt ny to <iJ Kb 
Thto AihokOub 
^ Tl^lCJSiS UnSMtat?*!^^ 

' |- wwa 

Own How 

on ki4nMMnaa»rf 

iiooia 

T«i motmo omm ouTancmi. t«m (a% M97 
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TA 360070 

Tal*R 031-2400 
CaWMCCNTRCS 

Aomm 

Tal 333343 
232722 

Tan 011-am 
CnMTOUftlSM 

M«d*M 

TA 012767 
MB20 

Tata 041-7262 
CnwTOUOISM 

Catcwtt* 

TP 440001 
440022 

Tata 021-2307 
cmwTOURisaa 
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DE GATEWAY TO AMERICA 
IS OPENING FOR YOU! 


thiakJas of tite USA 
of gettiof there. 


YOU NOW HAVE AUTHENTIC ADVICE 


% 
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GATraAY TO AMERiCA is the most comprehensive 
booit—the Pint of its klnd^to tel you wh^ US 

K ocedurts to follow for obUming hon-fctwni a niH end 

imUian^ and SCOTCS Of OthCf dCUitS IkC tTMl 

fo7mailoes« ■e'Stylc, 9tv6tM We. Irwian esUMbh- 
ments In Ameifcs end sbovc sB • 1st of sdect 
Employment A^nckes. 

Wfttten by Or Aiun C. Vekl. the ChopKen on US Msss 
hove been revised end edHed by AB cn E. Kj^ end 
Mr. MIchad PbuhnMi. prominent US Imndprstton 
Uiwyps. 

The first print of 9000 copies w»lt be reteesed by July. 
1963 


Orderyour copy today . Use the coupon below Thepiw 
pubKcetlon price is void for coupons end remOances 
received by the Publishers not later than June 30. 
t963. 

It s first come, first served. Orders exceeding the hist 
print order will be wait-Ksted and noticed indhiduaBy 
vMh indIc Mi on of neid re le as e 


Remember. lhepre'piJbbcabor> pr>ce isjust Rs. 62/ On 
publicabon Rs r4/* SoJust^ 

Mike out your refninaiKes in favour of M/s Voki 


1.62/ On 


fTS 


Sesid yotM cor^iorts and remittances by Regd. Post 


A/D ovdy. 


Ts VWd i%reria 7I« Cotton Eadwr^ KdMevL 

Bombay 400 002 • PIm; 2B4BI0 

I/We woufd Bw to purchase the ^ibicaCiDn—Gote'My To America' and 

request you to pleaw send by Regd Pott Parcet _ copv/ccpies to tt»e 

address 6anh Dmft/MO Beceipi No 
lOfRs ___iF enclosed 

NWTW_ 
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Not a word sddken, 
yet so much said. 

They call it styla 
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AsbulM tiy 1 h 8 ConpTMscI). which h«c) l•a 1 lv sgoported him 
M 9 uoC9 %9 0r to ttw Sh«r««-Kashmir, Dr Farogq AMiMh 
Ncaa lha Aral aiacftoh as (ha cfw( mln«iar o( iha sMa on S 
Jm, Though lha National Con(arar)ca « bkaiy lo win 
aiaOions. 4 wd ba abova al a manoaia fof Dr AbduAah s one 
yaar long cM mlninanhip Sunday cona ap onaano prowda 
m IrV'dapOi covarage of lha otacOon acana. Plus, an aadusiva 
Marviaw with Bag^ AMulah. 

PMt fi 


Mialai| surrounds lha daaOi of 2S‘vaif*old SwaOasha Trwad. 
m am p toyaa of tta Shar Assambiy and adoptad Oaughtar oi 
an Srporteni pu lMi J a n Of Via Ms. Thou^ sha was humedhr 
bwiaa iMNn hcHsa of har daMh. a post mofiam Gonduoad star 
har body was aidiumad tfvaa days Mr shows dial sha diad 
dua 10 pelaoning. Was aha rrurdarad? A spaoal invaadgaaon 
by Svaba Smdaa. 
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Tha Tspuda lacfor/Olga Tate 

Can d«a press a i ^oaa (ha |udKiaTy''3Aisp Char>d Dandis 
Tha SGPC sands a rtooca to Amma Prsamfbmiirra Sangupta 
Congraaafh's straiagy succeeds m Ou;srat^ushar 6han 
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Cosar transparancy of Dr Faroop AbduH^ by Sorrdsap 


NEXT WEEK 


Prem Nazir; 
Enter Kerala's star 

PhB an Intefview with ^ matinee idol 

The Fifth Horseman 

R.K. Karanjia Ri Col Qadhafi 
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ne kind of lamp 
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o light vour home 



Philips 

Fluorescent Lamp 


Thg uncrgv'soving tirkMlight 
1har$ ifJeAi fot vour krichen, U 
Ihrcwa light rrventy to every nook 
of v^ur kitchen creating a bright 
shadow free environment 
1o work in. Fiv the 
fluotescent lartip only in 
^ places where you 
,. want the entire 

/' ' ? room lit up for 

^ / long periods of 



Philips 

clear GLS Lamp 


The clear GLS lamp gives 
bright light Preferably for youi 
porch, garage, cocridt^, balconies, 
halfways, terraces. Clear lamps 
are ideal in closed 
, •* luminaires where 
' brilliance and sparkle 
’ are most important 


V: 


rhMp*^ 

th* MMNMt MUn touNfioM «NM* 

for ewr Mr w** 




Philips 

Argenta*K Lamp 


It's a new look milky lamp 
that's coated by an improved 
process. To give uniformly 
soft and pleasant light. Use it in 
open luminaires in those 
areas where you want 
soh,giare*fiee light, 
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lilfM Ovtare a wfcia ranga of lamps 

One for avery purposa. 


Philips 

Argenta Superlux Lamp 

A coaled lamp with • itRia 
frosted window which drreaa 
most of the IfQhi downwards. 

Thus giving vou 30% more light 
than other lamps of the 
samewanage itisideaf 
^ for placet where vou 
\ lb need a cor>eeni rated 
L beam of light: 

1^4 writing tables. 

1 indoor games, etc 


Philips 

Bowl Reflector Lamp 

PH if with different kinds 
of Dilips reflectors and the 
possibilities are er^dless With# 
parabolic reflector it cart act as a 
spotlight. Without a 
reftectOMt lights up the 
entire celling and bathes 
the room in a soft, even 
irnfirect light 
ideal for TV viewing 


Philips 

R*20 Reflector Lamp 

Another Philips original J 
The R*20 Reflector Lamp is a m In I 
flood lamp made spec/airv for 
homes. Use it to light up a 
showcase, an entire 
wall hung with 
V paintings.alarga 
. ip arrangement of 
plants or pottery 
% and SO on. 




You gave her a diamond 
because it was precious. 
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ow,give your face the same. 









Emmk Supf«fne. 

th« MSCiKC of clo&eness. ^ 

Telhfis you that you're pitdous andM 4 
cares for your fact. 

Erasmic Suprem. 

Crifted to rriiouMtdetii, Itfnpafod 
ground and honed to perfecdon. pofah e d and 
finaUy Tefion coated for a fla wl ea a Mih. 

It's time you gawyoucaei the same—forever. 


'Si^ 




me 


Erasmic Supreme 

The Uade with the diamond edge[ 

















Plantliiga 

dattghter-in< 

law 


ton's KGB, has gone up consider' 
eb!y. An ex-CiA agent who spent 
many years in India has written in 
his memoirs that he had once 
bribed a laboratory osaistant tn a 
hospital to get a sample of one of 
our late Prime Minuter's urine to 
make sura whether or not he was 
suffering from diabetes or some* 
thing worse, and could thus help 
(he agency to moke on estimate m 
his tenure of life. Whan the stu* 
dents in Punjab went on a rampage 
because of a hike In the price of 
cinema tickets, the then chief 
minister of the state proclaimed 
that the CIA was behind It. 
Apparently the agency wanted Hin* 
di films to JO on corrupting our 

E )uth. The ClA is also said to be 
ehlnd the troubles in Assam, 
fomenclng Hindu*Mus]lm riots ana 
now the Akoli agitation. KGB op¬ 
erations are said to be on a much 
wider scale but we do not get to 
know about them for the simple 
reason that its agents ore never 
allowed to write their memoin. The 
piece de reexstence of all foreign 
intelligence operations in India (we 
still don’t know whether it was the 
CIA or the KGB) is their successful* 
ly planting a daughter*in'law itH^ 
house of Prime Minister Indiw^ 
Gandhi. Don't jump to conclusions; 
it was not a foreign Mata Kiri who 
was sneaked Into No. 1, Safdarjang 
Road, bur a one hundred per cent 
swideshi kumari who was let in 
with shehnsi playing marital tunes. 
What is even more incredible is 
that the Prime Minister herself did 
not discover "the plant," as she 
described it, till five years after it 
had been planted end a*year*and*e' 
half after it had been uprooted and 
thrown out. Or perhaps she thought 
it wiser to withhold (his tnforma* 
tlon till the daughter-in law started 
making a nuisance of herself. We* 
may have never learnt about this 
nefarious plot bed Indiraji not told 
the world about it. For this we must 
be Mteful to her. 

We are not likely to find out how 
this operation was performed un* 
lets ot course some noodle of CIA 
spills the beans In his autobiogra* 
But whether or not we get to 
new Che details, it will |o down is 
the GuittMU B^k of Records as 
(he slickest spy operation evar per* 
formed. Kcw a shrewd young man 
like Stnjey Gandhi could have 
been taken in bv a gawky, pony* 
tailed teenager like Meneke bog* 
gles the imogloeeion. Perheps Mon* 



Gossip 

sweet and soar 

KHUSHWANT SINGH 


eke herself didn't know she was 
being used os a plant. But the CLC 
or whoever else it woo, based their 
calculations on the theory that 
when a son gets married he di* 
vorces his mother. The poor mother 
becomes the other woman in a 
domestic triangle and since a 
mother*in*law (as many think the 
word implies), is a mother who 
makes the laws in a family, she 
outlawed Moneka. The nation must 
be thankful that this plot has bean 
foiled. 

Two questions remain un* 
answered; Who are Mrs Gandhi's 
advisers when she talks to the fore* 
ign press? And, does she pay any 
attention to the advice (hey tender 
her? 

Heralding the 
Pooh Bah 

T he SMtiooaJ tferaidhas slipped 
out of (be bands of the Nenru* 
Gandhi family and is now firmly hi 
the dutches of Yosbrd Kapur. The 
slippage bad started in the days of 
Chmapati Rao and continued apace 
during my brief tenure os Its edlior. 
On more tboa one occosioo I con¬ 
veyed my fears to Indirejl and Son* 
jay Gandhi (os I learnt had GR. 
before me) but neither seemed to 
b« able to do anything about it. Tbe 
process was compiled with die 
unceremonious sacking last month 
of its editor Kari Jaisingh. Now the 
irreprooible Ytsbpai has become a 
one-man trinity: ne ts chairman, 
tnonagiAg director and man^ng 
editor, a veritable Pooh Bah of ^e 
Kero/d. (In case vim don't know the 
word, it moans w bolder of many 
offices at once and is taken from 


Gilbert and Sollivans opera TTie 
fWltflke^ wherein the dramatia par- 
Mfiee describes Poob Bah as "iord 
High Everything else.*) 

One must taka ontfs hat off to 
Yashpd Kapur. He has done a lot of 
things in his life: taken down dicta¬ 
tion, dictated to others sold papers 
and grocery, ran unions, t^en a 
Member of Parliament, but has nev¬ 
er written anything. Now in bis 
middle Fifties ano without any 
academic qualifications be takes up 
the editorial pen. It all goes to show 
that you do not have to know any* 
thing about jouraaUtm to becoma a 

B er of Verghese, Girl Lai Jain or 
am Bhatia. All you need to have 
is cfiurzpoA (Yidmih for audacity) 
and you can do anything. May god 
put mora punch in Kapur's quill: 
Ailmh karay aor-e-kalam tur 
aiyadahi 

A lot of mystery surrounds thla 
dally paper launched by Pandit 
Ur Nehru to propagate his ideas* For 
many long years its management 
I has Seen consistently defaulting in 
peying the staff its salaries, medic¬ 
al beneflu required bv the law, 
provident fund or gratuity. Coniri- 
Sutori hardly ever get paid, ra has 
suspended its service; UNI has to 
Bet resort to erm*twistbi^ to have its 
di* bills cleared. Water connections 
her often cut for non-payment. Ev* 

' * ery other month Its workers ore 
‘ * compelled to go on strike end the 
paper suspenoi publication. It has 
never bad much of a circulation; it 
she claims newsprint for 4S,000 copies 
and extracts adverefsiag rates 
Mn based on that figure: it prints fewer 
then 10,000 copies and sells less 
thin a quarter of whet It prints, lim 
hJ s rest is sold in raddi. Yasbpal Kapur 
con console himself that He can do 
l^y no worse than his predccesaors. 
der Nevertheless the HaraJd goes on 
Bcquaring more real estate, build¬ 
ing new premises and launching 
^ new editions. How? Why? 

Money for the 
7^- poor 

' tn T istening to the criricism in Par- 
lie X^Uoment on the lack of credit 
of facilities for poor farmers, 1 was 
ice reminded of e dialogue tetween 
or. two landless cultivators, "It is 
on- sufum. said one, “Landowners who 
on- have lots of money can bi^ any- 
-R. thing they want on credit, out we 
, to poor landless peasants who don't 
*be Hava a rupee tn aur Mekets ere 
die required to pay in caoh .It should be 

Qth tbe other way round: landlords who 
(he have money ohould be asked to pay 
e a in cesb; and we who beve nodung 
on, obould mt things do credit " 
ing **But u beoxes gave ui things on 
^e crodit they will become poor them* 
the aelves," argued the other, 
iny "In that event the banias should 
OB iJeobeabletoget thlnp on credit.** 



When you decide the menu and she agrees... 



Hajmola keeps your tummy in good shape 

treat after treat 


With Hsjmotd churan tabists by your 
side, you can give in to temptation, 
have a feast, whenever you feel like 
it I Just two* tablets, after meets, will 
take care of indigestion, heaviness 
end constipation. 

What's more, Hajfnola is delicious. No 
wonder children love its taste I Ar>d 






m 


it's so safe anyone can have It just for 
fun I Hajmola is the age-old Ayurvedic 
remedy for everydey stomach 
irritations. It tastes good • makes you 
feel good, treat after treat. 


fff. 

H^mola 

tastes good, acts fast 



Why Mrs Gandhi 
is afraid of 
Maneka 


I hive basn (ry)n| (o find out 
why Mri Ccndhi made ih« 
unpardonable remark that 
she was annoyed with Man* 
eka because sne had started 
wearing the clothes of a suhfan <a 
woman whose husband is alive) 
within ten days of her son’s death. 
It was not a sup of the tong^. and 
even when it raised an uproar. Mrs 
(Gandhi did not went to make 
amends. 

My inConnaiion is that the enthu* 
siastic reception Maneka received 
at Amethi, from where Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi was elected after Sanjay's 
death, hu upset Mrs Gandhi and 
the household. The womenfolk in 
Amethi were pa^cularly unhaopy 
that a tnother*in law turned ner 
young, widowed daughterin'law 
out of her house at night. (Maneka 
in her recent speech at Amethi bad 
said that earlier she had coma to 
them as a suht#an. but now she had 
come as vidwa.) It looks as if Mrs 
Gandhi’s remarks were meant to 
counter sympathy for her» to play 
with Che emotions of most women 
who do not tike o widow wearing 
bright or coloured clothes. 

I nad thought Mrs Gandhi, always 
agitating for equal rights for 
women, was progressive, at least in 
the sociological field. Nowadays, 
in*laws themselves encourage their 
daughters-in-law, if widowed to get 
OUT of the shell of grief and lead a 
normal life. Many even insist on 
their remarriage if they are young. 
T hope Mrs Gandhi is not eouivocal 
on saR\ and suggests that Maneka 
could have burnt herself on her 
husband’s pyre. 

1 do not know how wearing a 
particular dress lessens the griai of 
a widow. Would Maneka have been 
more acceptable to Mrs Gandhi if 
ahe had gone in a sack<]oih and 
bad thaven her head as some orthO' 
don Klodut stiU do? And has Mrs 
Gan^. herself a widow, done what 


she coDsiden Maneka should have 
done in matters of apparel? Mrs 
Gandhi, whatever her feilings, has 
seldom lost her cool. In the worst of 
situations she has been found un¬ 
flappable. But the Iasi few months 

have seen her mask slipping, and 
she has tianed behaving uke a 
person who feels insecure. 

I am not referring to Mrs Can* 
dhi’i penchant for creating a Kara 
by referring to **foreign eremenis** 
b^ause people have l^ome accus* 
tomed to hairing this. They know 
that she is in the habit of crying 
wolf. I am also not referring to her 
increasing tirades against the 
opposition, blaming them for the 
trouble in Assam and Punjab. Poli¬ 
tical leaders look for scapegoats for 
their failures, and her vituperative* 
ness is explainable. 

Everyone has got used to her 
stock argument that the All Assam 
Students* Union <AASU) in Assam 
and ibe Akalis in Punjab have gone 
back on what they bad agreed to at 
one point of time, or to observa¬ 
tion that the opposition leaders 
have been sayi^ "different things 
at different times.” Even chough 
both the AASU leaders and the 
Ak^ chief, Mr Harcband Sui^ 
Longowal, have said that Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi is **lyiAg*—and Mr Ravindra 
.Varma, HP, associued with the 
Assam talks, and Hr Cbaraniit 
Yadav, HP, associated with the 
Punjab talks, have singlad out Mrs 
Gandhi for blamo^-one could say 
that all is fair in politics as in war. 
Ac WKSt, Mrs Gandhi aaay be seen 
as diabolical but hot unsteady. But I 
do not know what has gooe wrong 
with bar now. 

I have never considered Uaneki 
to be more chan a freak phe* 


pne* 

nomenon, xausing a bit of emMr- 
rassment to Mrs <^nd^ a nui¬ 
sance, an amusing diversion in poli¬ 
tics. But the oba^ations Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi haa been meking Id the recent 


Ueneka, Mrs Oandhl loaes her ba- 
lance. 

Mrs Gandhi’s remark that Man¬ 
eka did not come from a famib with 
a proper backxrouad, vdien tne lat¬ 
ter was eskee to quit the Prime 
Minitter'i house was bad enough 
and evee the sycophants in the 
CoAgressfl) had raised their eyeb 
rows at that rime. A few days ago 
Mrs Gandhi made some more repre¬ 
hensible remarks. To an Arab news 
agency, she said that "ahe (Man* 
eka) was obviously put there by 
some forces from the' very begin¬ 
ning and he (Sanjay) did know m it 
before he died." when 1 read this 
remark I thought Mrs Gandhi was 
ffii^uoted because I could not im¬ 
agine anyone making such an 
observation about a widowed 
daughter-m-law. But 1 was informed 
that it was a rape-recorded inter¬ 
view. 

It wu when Bdrs Gandhi said at 
Lucknow too, that the marriage of 
Maneka with Sanity was the result 
of a conspiracy oi ’’certain forces*' 
who wanted to infiltrate into the 
Prime Minister's house, that 1 was 
sure that Maneka had (tor under 
Mrs Gandhi’s skin. Not long ago, 
there were two articles denouncing 
Maneka, written by Mohammad 
Yunus in the Natiansl fferaid, a 
paper connected with the ’'house¬ 
hold.” A pamphlet. Two Womeni 
attack ing the cciaracter of Manake^ 
and her mother, Mrs Amteshwar 
Anand, is still in circulation and 
there has been no effort by the 
police to find out who authorised it. 

True. Mrs Gandhi was opposed to 
Maneka's marriage with Sanity but 
that was because M the '’family" 
she belonged to. Mrs Gandhi was 
unhappy even when Rajiv Gandhi 
had first mentioned Sonia, her Ita¬ 
lian daughter-in-law. Many 
fflotbers-in-raw would behave-the 
way Mrs Gandhi did. What she does 
not realise is that she is not only a 
mother-in-law but India’s Prime 
Minister and what she says or does 
reflects the country’s thinking- 
Even if she were to succeed in 
alienating the public from Maneka. 

I hope ioe realises the price young 
widows would have to pay. 

On the other hand, Mrs Anand 
has been sparing no punches either.. 
She told me the other day that the 
aircrasb in whjrh r.anjay died was 
not an accident t was the result ef 
sabotw. Why? She refused to tell 
me. Who? “It is for you to find out 
the people who were feeling ner¬ 
vous that he had become so popular 
in the country." Any evidence? "All 
has been destroyed." Family quar¬ 
rels are messy but they become 
messier whan the opponents are 
people like Mrs Ganohi and Mrs 
Anand. 
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OPINION 





R;»p29fhan 

The slatvaHon lh»l (he qovei ntnrni 
continues lodenv 


W eak g-overnnient? 

T hnnks tu Mvdhu Jam lor her reveal* 
inK reporr and to Kamal Sahai for 
ihv stunning pictures in The srarvarion 
thitt the ^vemment conit/iues to deny, 
(8 May). The government may continue 
to deny but it is a fact that the people 
of famine-stricken Rapasthtn. the land 
of Rajputs, arc advised to take cap¬ 
sules each costing Rs IS. If the govern* 
merit is unable to cope with the siiua* 
iiun» then it vrill have to spend a lot on 
dvath re|isiers. 

t)r Jttftajjiben 5afpiirh/. Joini. On$se 

Madhu Jam had done well to expose 
the Raiasthan government. Now *re 
know wny our governmeni wants a new 
information oroer on the pattern of the 
Soviet media. Only few publications 
like Sunday are scourging the country 
to present facts as they are. and not as 
I he government wants us to know. That 
is why at every opportunity our minis¬ 
ters chide the press fev not behaving 
with restraint. Having said this,one 
should aUo say that population control 
should be undertaken on a war footing 
if we have to prevent recurring 
famines. 

Af. F. Jain. Howrah 

Madhu Jain’s report was so moving 
that ii will make every human being 
weep in silence. It is a shame chat 
lop-sided priorities of our g(»vemment 
have turned Rajasthan, the land of 
colourful people and gallant fighters, 
into a veritable hell. Instead of adopt* 
ing permanent measures, the govern¬ 
ment has all these years been taking 
half-hearted measures. Ka must be 
hearriess who cannnr he moved by the 
horrifying sight of famidied children 
with wrinkles on their skin and prot* 
niding bones. 

K. O. JayapraJeasA. TVicAur 

Madhu Jain did an excellent job in 
exposing the miserable condition of the 
starving villegers. It's time that the 
government took some steps for help* 
jng man and cattle. 

Af. Anwar Arad Ansari. Bhabaa 


Many thanks to Sukdav for publishing 
the searching and penetraimg article 
by Madhu Jem. But what good is demo¬ 
cracy if we cannot provide the bask 
amenues lo our cituens? Nothing can 
change or improve until we develop a 
sense of unity. 

SirajuJ isiaei Leskar. Silehar 


Madhu jain has done a wonderful jub 
in exposing the Raiavthan govern*, 
meni's failure. While the centre has no' 
t)ualifis in spending trores of rupuiis in 
extravaganxas like the Asiud and NAM 
summit it could not feed us own people 
who are un the brink of dcuih. 

V. Rajagopalan. Ban^ttilore 


Self-advertisement 


I n bis satire f*andAj in Heaven (8 
May! 1. S. Johar has pomted out very 
diplomatically the injusike shown to 
Neiaji Subhas Chandra Rose in the 
film. I hope he will continue his fight 
against injustice 
A. CAaudnuryi Kourkefe 

Congratulations to Suvoav and Mr 

i ohar for another interesnng play. 

^iih his brighi sense oi humour. Ur 
Johar proves himself a very successful 
playwright of his genre, 
oukumer Dutta. West Dinapur (West 
Bengat} 

Against the backdrop of a serious film 
on Mahatma (fandhi, the author has by 
his superb imytmatiun written an «n* 
joyable play. Burlesque in character, 
the play proves Mr Johar's inimiiable 
sense of humour. One began reading 
his play with certain reservations but 
soon the characterti sal ions won you 
over. 1 am sure even Sir Richard Atten- 
bnrnugh would have had a nice laugh at 
the hilarious notes. But I wonder 
whether the play demanded ■ ‘Sunday 
Special* ireatmtnt, 

Vinod 5. Afarumdar, Bombay 

1 became a Johar fan after reading 
Bhutto and <*andAf jd heaven has only 
convinvrd me that he is the best 
humourist in the country 
A. 5. Singha. Cakutta 
The play was well written and Mr Juhar 
has. through his biting satire said whai 
many of us feel about the film, ti is the 
first time ihai I have laughed while 
reading Sunimv. 

Rajendra Ku/har. Bombay 

• 

Like many other Indians. I also protest 
strongly against the publication of the 
play, 

C. Sukendra. Bokaro 

It Is distressing lo note that Mr Johar 
has now started making fun of re¬ 
spected national leaders. 

C. C- H- Khan Chora. DAarwad 

Never have I come across any critic 
with SO much of personal motivation as 
Johar. Vfhile the first page held out the 

B ise of the pUy turtung out to be a 
snt satire, it socm got bogged 
down in the mire of moronoic jibes and 
sheer buffoonery aimed solely at self- 

adrwtueaMBt. 

Finaki Chaknbony, Caievtta 

It was indeed strange to read I, S. 
Johar's play in your magatine, The .play 
IS the product of a skk mind suffering 
from ibnumerable complexes. Con* 
ceded that we Indiarst do not know how 
to laugh it ourtelve>->but ihe play 
does not arouse laughcer^lt only 
arouses disgust. 

RajeaA Khaitan MLA, Cakvtta 


There are two people in India. Cho 
Ramaswamv anj 1 S. Juhar who aiu 
out 1 » criticise vverylhing witfioui mak 
ing anv (kivUivc c^niri hution lo >iOcteiy, 
Kindly ignore ihem 
a. \ enkai e.<.im. J'lidukor ui 1 1 *iinli 
Hadu> 

I am a regular nailer ol Si smai be¬ 
cause of Its friiiikne<s And t kan writ¬ 
ing. I wav however siiipriirrl in find 
lhai you hail j>ubin»he(l a pl.iv by 1. S. 
Johar whu h. 1 % u demented sense of 
hunuHii. Ml Johar's <lcpl<>raMc hjck of 
respect foi nmial values, liulh atiJ 
goodness comes io ilt<< lux- I'Irdsu 
refrain (rom piihlivhiiig Mish pUiv** in 
fuiuru 

.S, K ,/ai/i, A^roi' Ih'lhi 

I cannot undersiiiiul wh.n jnisvihk' 
reason >ou coulil li.ive liurl for poll* 
lishing the pl.iv wiiiieo Ia' somioiiv 
who arspvriitvlv cravi-s for f>ii1«]icitv 
Hu has tiled to link every scviic* in Ihv 
film to his views hIkiui sca ^ oii .oc 

t oinu iv lose a lot ol legul.ir reailrrs for 
jviog published nuiIi a phis'.ilxoil the 
Aliihatma 

fiUai am. B.infiaUii e 

Wliai nghi lijs 1. S. Johar. who h.is not 
made anv conn Unit Ions loifie loioiny. 
to write such a jilav «>n (•andbi*' Ky 
publishing such .i pUv Si mas has lost 
its rcpuiuiiori. 

Ourjaya K. Sahu. A'eu fle/hi 

SiiNOAv has added lo iliv coiiiiovei sv 
about the film by publisbiiig ibe 
humournus hut none i<k> funny und 
unintelligent play. Oandhi is not a 
multi'Sturrcr wiih ihv sex violcnu’* 
romance formula Inn a venture to edu¬ 
cate and influence the people on the 
values of ••himna paioiun alijrainn 
AJok Swarimp Sharon. Bi'iiihii} 

* 

Such a juvenile play should not have 
come anywhere near a magarine of 
ScNDAv’s calibie 
Pcadipta Kumar Saranpt. Bnkoro 

Mr Johar's play is an uoiraKe on the 
senaibUities of Indians, fi ls hi had 
taste. Glorifying the plav as ’.Sunday 
Special' was not ri-sponsihle .jour¬ 
nalism. 

C. K. Rajamam. TinrcAv 

I would like in suggest lo Mr Johar to 
stop trying to gain cheap publicity by 
writing pitys which ere in bad rasie. 
Kajar Taneja. New Mhi 

If I. S. Johar had written his piny a taw 
mondu back, he would also have won 
an Oscar for the best commentator. All 
those in heaven would have expressed 
their anger against Johar and oundav. 
1C P> 5iii#A. Mnga/ore 
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Good intention 




an 




I I is not true tbic the first wive of 
outsiders to Assem after the parti* 
rion were mostly East Pakistani Mus* 
lims as Khushwani Singh uys in Strty 
rhcufchts. Muslims came from East Ben* 
gal in large numbers m the Thirties 
when there was a Muslim League coali* 
cion ministry in Assam It was mostly 
Bengali Hindus who had enterad as 
refugees 

A*Ae/ruf Anarn. DhaUgaQo, Assam 

Khushwant Singh in his column <10 
April) has with good intention men¬ 
tioned that while Hindus and Sikhs 
freely visit the Hindu shrines, the Mus* 
Urns do not visit Hindu shrines. His 
attitude is appreciated, for one under 
aiands Chat in saying so he is frying to 
foster communal harmony. Unfonu* 
nately some uf our Muslim iriends have 
used this as an opportunity for denig¬ 
rating Hindu modes of worship (Opin- 
jun, IS April), h apoears that these 
friends have taken the cue from the 
attidude of politicians and so^aUed 
progressive writers rhatil) to denigrate 
Hindu modes of worship is secular; <2) 
if Hindus put up with such invective 
I hey aic lineral; ri) and if they don't, 
ihvy are branded communal in fheir 
oiitiuuk. Is u necessary for the Hindus 
to discard their liberalism and treat the 
Muslims in ihe same manner as Mus¬ 
lims trent nun Muslims in hiamic coun¬ 
tries’ 

K. i^artiani., Madras 

_ Baseless _ _ 

T his h.K reference to the mtvrview 
with (jon. Hrshad, / am unitbff a 
milii.ny dicfaror. f am nor a vindjcrrve 
mirn rl May). The allegation regarding 
ihc February Incident was false and 
baneless. 

I was personailv present in the pro* 
cession which we arranged to protest 
against the government’s diKrimina- 
lory uducaiiun (Hilicy. At least 1.S00 
students from all over the country 
including Dhaka university joined the 
procession. No one was bnbra by any¬ 
one ns Gen. Ershad claimed. It was a 
voluntary choice of the students and ell 
whu believed m democracy joined the 
procession. Morvuvrr. the procession 
was not at all violent. It was the police 
end the army who started to shoot. At 
least 49 students, including some girls, 
were killed and the police were prompt 
enough lo hide the bodies. 

In the next two days, thousands of 
innxent people were arrested and tor¬ 
tured. The army ransacked the uni¬ 
versity hostels; even girls were not 
spared. This is what is happening 
under Gen. Ershad’s diciator<&nip. 

K. Ahm. Dhaka 

Projecting Maul an a Bhasani as a rrue 
Gandhian propounding sociaUst eco¬ 
nomy was not correct. 

1 was in Bangladesh (then East Pakis¬ 
tan) till 1972 During lhat period I had 
heard many uf his communal speeches 
threatening to throw the non-Muslims 
our of ihe country. He is a person who 
initiated the ha(e*lndla and uie-Hindu 


Khushwant Singh's comments on the 
non-residents’ forays into Indian indus¬ 
tries Scphiaticat^ frigan^aga, (15 
Bday) pins cbe tnie motive of Swraj 
Paul In an interview in London. Mr 
Paul is reported to have said that be 
was not interested in starring new 
industries in India because of con* 
strainis like bureaucratic impedi* 
meats. He had also claimed lhat be had 
better managmal skills than Bharet 
Ram or H. r. Nanda But now we 
suddenly find that he is more than 
eager to ecquire controUiog shares in 
many Indian companies. The reason for 
such a change of mind may be that he U 
spending someone elsc's money in his 
name. A thorough probe wUI bring out 
the imth. 

/ AfarAew, Calcutta 

What K hush went Singh is giving us in 
hit Ccasip column is nothing but hack 
writing. U ScNOAv short oi contnbu* 
iers> 

ZTfhu Paid. Calcutta 

After going through Khushwant 
Singh’s column for quite a few weeks 1 
was reminded of a famous writer’s 
words: "Once you get a name and start 
aging, you will become a egoist, turn 
vulger. and expect people to read what* 
ever nonsense that comes to your 
mind.'* 

X. V. Sri Hart. Bangalort 


CRPF is clean 


cempaig 
Svblr K\ 


uoiar Faul. S/iigurr 


I t was si.ited under lAe AkaJa <te 
mansfrata thair ttrtngth (News. 24 
April) that **11 was the CRPF which 
fired at must of the places while en¬ 
counters between the Punjab police 
and the Akalis were few and far be¬ 
tween." 1 wish 10 stale that the CRPP 
fired only at two places on 4 April in 
PKajwara and Derm Bassi. Moreover, 
CRPF contingents fired only four 
rounds each at these two places under 
orders from the district authorities. 

Since the information carried in a 
popular magaaine like Sukuav is far 
more credible chan the siatements 
made by interested political parties, it 
would ha appreciate if the misunder¬ 
standings about the CRPF are re* 
moved, 

R. K. Khandalfral, inspector general of 
polica, Caotral Reserve Police Force. 
Delhi _ 

Inainixating 

T he reactfoft of Belraj Madhok to the 
article of Syed Sliahabuddin in a 
way justified the extremist view of Mr 
Sbahebuddin. It is deer that Mr 
Madhok srill mimires hi< insulring 
theory of "Indianising the Muslims*'^ 
He is yet to eccept the Muslims as 
equal citisens of secular India. This 
annude it solely responsible for the 
emergence of su^ views as Mr Shaha- 
buddin's. Why go fer. just look at the 
attitude of your readers who attacked 
cbe article out none of them has so far 
said a word against Mr Madhok’s in¬ 
sinuations. 

fqhaf Badr Bangalore 
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I differ with Lord Waveiri comment 
that Gandhiii “hasiened their depar¬ 
ture* from India as quotted by Madhu 
Uma^ In Gaadhiji's dreemt art abac* 
tered<B*14 May). On the contrary it is 
for Gandhiji that India remained under 
BiitUb domination for such a long 
period. To quote Mkhael Edwerds. 
author of Tne last years of British 
India, "The British felt they had little 
to fear from Gandhiji himaalf for they 
soon recognised him for what he wae*^ 
an anti-westam reformer" In 1919. 
Gendhiji was in favour of coop^iiag 
with the British raj tot the ImpfctiaATa- 
(ion of the Moniagu*Chelnuford re¬ 
forms. As late as 1927 ii there was any 
leader in India who hid not considered 

B 'lma Mwarajiot India, it was Gandhiji. 

a even conctemned the Madras reiolu* 
tion for complete independence (which 
was passed in his absence) as "hastily 
conceived and thoughtlessly passed.'* 
Thus the British domination of India 
continued to flourish under the protec¬ 
tive wings of Gandhiji. Hud not Gan¬ 
dhiji blunted and halted the freedom 
struggle. India would have attained 
freedom long before. 

Bima)andu b. Outre Roy. Cuttack 

Accep table_ 

A mart ye Scn\ artide, Can India 
iuin^uvr her weeknerr’ (g May) is 
quite inteccMina and acceptable. 
However it must be said to (he crudit uf 
Ihe KDvvrnmeni iliai ii is trying lu give 
4 Status ut snciii) equalny and provide 
c'^onainjc opp"rtufl)iios to the common 
man Of course the methods adopted 
are slow and cumbrous and lei us hope 
lhat effective and speedy steps tidll Sc 
taken. 

K. V. Rajagopaian, Madras 

The reason fnr ihe present stagnation 
in ugncuiiural output is hecausc we 
have not fulfilled our irrigation targets 
and also due to nn csiimaiad 22 par 
cent Jag in the uiiJisatiun of the poten¬ 
tial created so for. 

Moreover our researchers are geit* 
mg nowhere. 

Jaydev Jana. 24 Paraganas 

Amartya Sen’s revealing article ii one 
of the best we have crime acroM in 
recent times about India's ailments. 
Community living and social conscious¬ 
ness IS not our ^na. That is why we 
find that ten million Indians have got 
out of our ^socialist' environment to 
migrate to a capitalist environment 
where they are thriving in an atmos¬ 
phere valuing individual enterprise. 
Why ix it that we throw garbage on the 
streets to keep our homes dean? The 
trend of individualism degenereTes 

into utter callousoeax especia^y among 
the Indian poor. Women and children 
are neglected. In photographs from 
famine-affected areas we see only 
women and children. The male always 
eats first leaving a piiiince for women' 
and children. Perhaps if we adopt the 
western model instead of the Rueeien 
insipircd socialism, perhsps a healthy 
turn could be given to individualism. 
Mjhir Bam. Cuevrta 
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The loneliness of the 
long dstance runner 


The succession was planned by Shaikh Abdullah himself. Yet, when Dr Farooq 
Abdullah stepped into his father's shoes after the Sher-e-Kashmir's death in 
^ptember last year, he knew that a long and lonely journey lay ahead of him. 
For, he did not have his father’s charisma; his brother-in-law. G. M. Shah, had 
not only turned against him but was actively plotting against him; and the 
extremists, who had been kept under the lid by Sheikh Abdullah were trying to 
stage a comeback. But the hnal blow came when Mrs Gandhi, who had for long 
been a friend of the Abdullahs and was initially instrumental in putting him in 
power, withdrew her support and refused to have an electoral alliance with the 
National Conference. With all these odds stacked against him Dr Abdullah faces 
the Assembly elections on 5 June; on its outcome depends not only his political 
future but the turn politics can take in the sensitive state of Jammu and 
Kashmir SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA reports from Srinagar 




































K niunit U 4tff«wR dkli 
tmmtr. For the tint time 
iA r.O yean Sh^l^ Abdul- 
Uh. ;he Itoo of Keehsur. ii 
nt t in the froQtlJRe ox a 
battle for pL.<i(/cel supremacy in the 
etaie. After t^e Sheikh's death on S 
September last year, the mantle fell 
on the shoulden of his eldest son Dr 
FarooQ Abdullah, whom the Sheikh 
himieD had Dominated to succeed 
him. With the help of the CoDgrpsad) 
leadenhip in New Delhi, Dr Abdul¬ 
lah took over the reins. The long 

C mey which thus tegan has now 
u^t him to a juneturo. He not 
only nas to live up to his father’s 
trust but also win the elections, 
which will be held on S June, to 
retain power. The task has bMome 
even more difficult with Mrs Gandhi 
turning her back on him. The Nehni* 
Gandhi household was once very 
close to the Abdullahs. Now they are 
the bitterest of adversaries. 

When the Sheikh was on his death¬ 
bed, the succession plan in Jemmu 
and Kashmir wes drawn up by the 
Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
herself. She had flown to Srinagar on 
S September 1982 ostensibly to call 
on tne seriously-ill Sher e*Kashmir; 
but she spent most of her time with 
the Governor, B.K. Nehru, finalising 
the perspectives for the post-Sheikh 
era in Kashmir. At the time of the 
Sheikh’s death, the main threat to Dr 
FarooQ Abdullah's leadership came 
from nis brother-in-lew, Ohulum 
Mohammad Shah (popularly know as 
Oul Shah). When the Sheikh was 
seriously iU, Gul Shah had taken 
away 3i National Conference MLAs 
to Ganderbel, on the outskirts of 
Srinagar, in an open display of fac¬ 
tionalism. But the way the succession 
drama was managed, Gul Shah's 
threat was easily circumvented by 
Dr Farooq Abdullah. However, soon 
after putting him on the saddle, the 
Congreas(l) leaders in New Delhi 
were keen to test his loyalty. They 
put him through the litmus test too 
soon. And the era of bitterness be¬ 
gan. Today, Dr Farooq Abdullah is 
not only opposing the Coiigress(l), 
with whom he had sought an elector¬ 
al adinstmeni in his own state, but 
has emphasised his anti-Coogressll) 
role by attending the Telugu Desam- 
sponaored oppo^tion conclave in Vi¬ 
jayawada on iS May at a time when 
the election campaign in Jammu and 
Kashmir was at its peak. 

When the calks between the Con- 
gress<I>and the National Conference 
broke down and the Congre3s<l) de¬ 
cided to contest the elections ageinst 
the Netional Conference, one had 
feared that as a result of this de¬ 
velopment, Dr Farooq Abdullah 
would taka on an anii-cantre itanca 
which would ultimately end up in 
India-baiiing. While enti-centre 
moves in other states have merely 
ttgionil overtones, in the cese of 
Jaxnau end Kathgitr there is always 
• danger ^ anti-centre moves fan¬ 
ning anti-India feelings. But Dr 


Farooq Abdullah has successfully 
managed to keep his opposition to 
the Congressd) and the union gov¬ 
ernment confined within the 
framework of the Indian union. His 
identificarion with the opposition 
forces, manifest by his Vijayawada 
crip, is primarily directed to show 
that he intends to oppose the Con¬ 
gressd) at the national level. Of 
course, he cannot stop deliberate 
misinterpmation of his motives by 
others. Taking advantage of the 
situation, extremist elements like 
Mirwais Mauivi Farooq of the A wami 
Action Committee have started cla¬ 
mouring for "self deternunaiion” of 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir. 
And in tandem with such demands, 
violent incidents have taken place in 
the Kashmir valley. Evidently, an 
impression is sought to be created 
that the ruling National Conference 
is not in a mo^ to told^ate political 
opposition. The facts, however, are 
otherwise. 

The 1983 Assembly elections in 
Jammu and Kashmir are different 
from the previous ones primarily 
because for the first time, the elec¬ 
tions have become the issue and past 
rhetorics against the state's acces¬ 
sion to India have been driven to the 
bMkground. The main debate today 
is wMther the 1975 accord between 
the late Sber-e-Kashmir and Mrs 
Gandhi has been fruitful or not. In 
197$. under the Kashmir accord, 
Shaikh Abdullah had returned to the 
state aa the chief nuDistar after 22 


wars of lianishmenr and imphsnn- 
meni by the union govvinmcnr. The 
(hen Congress chief niiniNicr of the 
state. Syed Mir Qaiim. hhd stepped 
down ro facilitate (he pioa-ss of 
normalisation in Kashm;i. The 
Sheikh presided over the govern¬ 
ment wuh the help of iho (. nngress 
till 1977, when PCC pfesideni, Mufti 
Mohammad Syed's ambitions for 
chief minisrership led to the with¬ 
drawal of CongrvvN suppon for the 
Sheikh. Mrs Cjiulhi. ihen gut of 
power, did not approve of (he move 
nor did Syc-d Mir Qasim. The Con¬ 
gress plans however, fell through as 
the Janata Parly, then in power in 
Delhi, imposed President's Rule in 
Kas h mir and ordered f resh e It-c (ions. 
The Nadonal Conference swept the 
polls and the Congress failed to 
secure even a sin^e seat in the 
Kashmir valley Syed Mir Qasim still 
thinks that Farooq Abdullah us Con- 

8 re&s(l)’s best bet in Jammu and 
ashmir but Mrs Gandhi's views 
have changed drastically. 

T he relationship between the 
National Conference and the 
Congress in Kashmir has had a che¬ 
quered history. Till 1965, there was 
no Congress in Jammu and Kashmir. 
The National Conference enjoyed an 
associate status with the Indian 
Naiionol Congress and its leader 
(during the cays of (he Sheikh’s 
detention after 1953), Bakshi Ghu- 
1am Muhammad, was an invitee to 
the Congresi working committee 
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Ttit diyy were: Dr AbduJiah with Mrs Cundhi 


meetings. In Jammu and Kasbrnir, 
the freedom struggle against che rule 
of the maharaja was spearheaded by 
the National Conference. When Jtn* 
nah propounded the two^nation 
theory, Sheikh Abdullah responded 
by presenting a garland of shoes to 
the Muslim League leader. The rela* 
tionship between the National Con* 
fere nee and the Congress was such 
that both Mahatma Gandhi and 
Jawaharla) Nehru felt that there was 
no need for a Congress organisation 
in the state. When the Kamraj plan 
was set in motion in 1963, Bakshi 
Ghulam Mohammad too wanted to 
quit as the chief minister (then 
known as the Prime Minister) of 
Jammu and Kashmir. When it was 
ointed out to him that the National 
onference, being an associate of 
the Congress, was not covered by the 
KamraJ plan, Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohammad borrowed four annas 
from Morirji Dcsai and enrolled 
himself as a formal member of the 
Congress so that he could be covered 
by the Kamraj pUn. Such was ihe 
closeness of the two organisations. 

The Congress unit in this .state was 
founded by the late G.M. Sadiq in 
1965. The Congress contested elec* 
rions against the National Confer* 
ence in the past as well, but the 
acrimony which che Mufti*Kir team 
introduced into the Congress^}' 
National Conference relations since 
1977 was not there before. The pre* 
sent bitter Coi^ressfl >*National con* 
ference relations have made the 
1975 accord a major issue in the 
elections. 

Some of the mischievous elements 
like Mirwais Moulvi Farooo. who had 
all along opposed the Sheikh's poll* 
cies, have suddenly decided to ex¬ 
tend their suppurr to Dr Abdullah in 
the elections. And who is Mirwais 
Farouq? His uncle, Maulana Yusuf 
Shah, once shared the same plat 
form'^the Muslim Conference—with 
the Sheikh. When the Sheikh came 
out of it and founded the National 
Conference in 1938. Yusuf Shah con* 
linued to be in the Muslim Confer¬ 
ence and a spokesman for the fun* 
damentalisTs. It is now almost forgot- 
ten that after the split in the Muslim 
Conference the Sheikh’s party came 
to be known as the party of the sher 
(lion) and its leader Sher*e Kashmir, 
while Yusuf Shah’s party as that of 
che hekra (goat). After partition. 
Yusuf Shah went over to Pakistan 
and for a time was che President of 
Pak*occupied Atad Kashmir. Mir 
wai 2 Farooq who founded the Awami 

Action Committee and is now the 

head of che Name Masjid in Srina¬ 
gar, entered politics when tension 
was running high in the state follow* 
ing the theft oi the holy relic from 
the Hasratbal shrine. Sheikh 
Abdullah had always kept himaell ai 
a distance from Mirwais Maulvl and 
the two familias had for the past SO 
years been bitter adversariea. 

Initially, Mjrwaix Farooq had no 
intention of contesting the eiections 


nor dabble in them. But abruptly, 
when campaigning was half way 
through, he announced at a Friday 
prayer meeting chat he had decided 
to support Dr Abdullah. It was just 
two aavs before Dr Abdullah was to 
tour the Hindu-dominated const! 
tuencies in the Jammu region, where 
the mam slogan of the opposition 
CongressH) campaigns is that the 
National C^ference is a communal 
party. A few years ago. Mirwatz 
Force's name was linked with the 
central intelligence agencies and it 
was a matter which prompted all 
sorts of speculation in Kashmir’s 
political circles. The speculation now 
IS whether Mirwais was making the 
statements demanding 'self deter 
minatiofl’ on his own or at che behest 
of some others in a well rehearsed 
move to alienate Dr Abdullah from 
the Hindus of Jammu and at the 
same time fan communal passions in 
the Muslim^lomiaaied valley- It is a 
dangerous game (hat is being played 
in Jammu and Kashmir ana it can 
have a far-reaching impact on future 
politics in the state. And the con¬ 
sequences may not be is the best 
interests of t>te aation. 

The National Conference, howev¬ 
er, neither in its election manifesto 
nor in its campeigos has endorsed 
any secessionist ideas. On the con¬ 
trary, the National Conference man¬ 
ifesto categorically says that what it 
refers to as the “disiincr ideatiry of 
the Jammu and Kashmir state*' has 
nothing to do with self determina¬ 
tion. xhe concept, the manifesto 
says, '‘emerges from the unity of all 
the areas which ceoioiuted che state 
before October 1947.* This means 
that the Nationel Conference wants 


Pakistan and China to vacate (he 
territories of Kashmir now under 
their occupation. This clearly indi¬ 
cates the intentions of the party and 
should set at rest all doubts as to the 
possibility of the National Confer¬ 
ence adopting a hate-India posture if 
Dr Abdullah wins the elections. 

S oon after he assumed office Dr 
Abdullah realised that it was 
going to be a long, and lonely jour¬ 
ney tor him. He did not have his 
father’s charisma, his broiher-in-law 
was against him. and, above all, Mrs 
Gandni having put him in power 
Seemed to be withdrawing her sup* 
port. This became amply evident 
when the Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir, B.K. Nehru, at (he promp- 
nog of the Con^essfl) government 
at ^e centre reused to put his seal 
and signature on the controversial 
Resettlement Bill passed by che 
Assembly diu*ing the Sheikh’s life¬ 
time. As the Bill came back to the 
Assembly, the choice before che new 
chief minister was either to remain a 
loyal son of Sher-e-Kashmir or go 
down on bended knees to please Mrs 
Gandhi. 

Dr Abdullah preferred to fight for 
his fetheris cause. While this gaiaed 
him popularity with his own people, 
he drifted further away from Delhi- 
Mrs Ghndhi was clearly annoyed 
when the Jammu & Kashmir Assem¬ 
bly passed the Reeattlemant Bill for 
the second time agelnsc her wishes. 
Under the constitutional provisions 
of che state. If a bill, after being sent, 
back by the Governor, is paasM for 
the second time fit che Assembly, It 
automatiCBUy'becomes a law. But Dr 





AbduUuh dkl noc warn to bum «JI his 
bridges, ard so he announced (hat 
ihe Jaw would be enforced only after 
(he Supreme Court had given its 
verdict on n petition filed before jt 
chnlfenging tnv validity of (he law. 

I'Vom the beginning f>r Abdullah's 
orremjxs hnve boon to give his gov- 
trnment the image of a dean govern¬ 
ment. In the last years of aheikh 
Abdulfiih. the administration was 
virtually taken over by hU son-in 
l><w, C. Shah, and the cabinet had 
ijuiie 0 few undesirable elements, 
ogam St whom there were charges 
corruption. So, while choosing his 
cjbinet Dr Abdullah saw to it that 
those in the old cabinet who did noi 
have a clean record were left out. 
And following in his father*s foot¬ 
steps he got nis decision to throw 
them out approved during a mam¬ 
moth public meeting at orinagar's 
l(|bal Park. The crowd had endorsed 
his stand with lusty cheers. 

Once again the crowd roared at the 
some venue on 29 April when Dr 
Abdullah announced the names of 
his party's candidates for the coming 
Assembly elections. They were, 
however, disappointed when they 
found that at least 12 of the candi¬ 
dates were the proteges of G. M. 
'^Iiah. Dr Abdullah had to accommo- 
dale them under pressure from Be¬ 
gum Sheikh AbduJjah, knowing f uUy 
Well how his supporters despiM his 
hrother-in-law. Not surpriiinily 
therefore, when he read out tne 
Oiimes of Ghulam Mohammed Butt 
t(he candidate for Habba Kadal). 
Muhaounad Aihraf Khan (ShangasV 
^iid Hisamuddin Benda (HaaretMJ), 

enrvMd crowd began showering 
« *^»ppMls. And after the cneetini was 


over, the young activists of the party 
who formed the sinews of Dr Andul- 
lah's parly, brought out a procession 
to register their disapproval of C. M. 
Shdh\ proteges being given (he 
nominations ol the National Confer¬ 
ence. They did not stop at that. A 
section of the National Conference 
soon formed a rebel National Confer¬ 
ence under the leadership of Mohd. 
Shafi Mir. who had been, till the 

C arting of ways, one of the irusted 
eutenants of Dr Abdullah. 

The split, on the eve of the elec¬ 
tions, must be causing considerable 
worry to Dr Abdullah. The break¬ 
away NationaJ Conference, has put 
up a r)umber of candidates. Some of 
these candidates were, till recently, 
among (he hardcore members of Dr 
Abduilah^s pany. In a( least 21 con¬ 
stituencies. (he Naiional Conference 
candidates would be facing the 
candidates pul up by the breakaway 
faction. The Congressfl) too is not 
free from faCtionmlsm; in at least 14 
constituencies the official candi¬ 
dates would be facing^their own 
partymen who could 'not get the 
party nominations. 

T he main threat to Dr Farooq 
Abdullah in the coming months 
ahead may come from his brother-in- 
law, GuJ shah. Having given tickets 
to his men. Dr Abdullah has helped 
Gul Shah to stage a come-back. Fol¬ 
lowing the rise of Farooq Abdullah 
in state politics. Shah has remained 
in political wilderness since last 
^ptember. In fact. Gul Shah would 
have been the ided puppet for ihe 
Congrtssfl). It did not take long for 
the political managers from Naw 
Delhi to realise this, as they found 


out that the Jammu and Kashmir 
chief minister was hardly the Faronq 
Abdullah that Rajiv Gandhi knows 
as a friend. 

Gul Shah is maintaining a low 
profile now. While keeping himself 
away from the National Conference’s 
poll campaigns, he found iimeio call 
on the (ingress! I) high command’s 
observer, for Jammu and Kashmir 
elections, K. C. Pant at Srinagar's 
Broadway Hotel when the poll cum- 
paign was picking up. Though rhe 
Congre«s(I) is not willing to admit it 
yet. (he anii-Farooq Abdullah 
strategy of (he party is in fact aimed 
more at the pust election period ihun 
rhe elections themselves. The fact 
that Dr Faruoij Abdullah will get a 
sizeable majority to be in a no.Miion 
to form a government after ihc elec 
tlons is not disputed even by the 
political managers of New Delhi. So, 
they are more imcrested in*riiiding 
ways for toppling Farooq Abdullah 
after the elections, raihc-r than win¬ 
ning the elections. II ihe National 
Conference gels a 5ubsidmuil majoi- 
ity in the 7S-meml>or house, then 
organising mas^-scjJu dotvciions 
may not be very easy But if Dr 
Abdullah seruruK only w slender 
majority, then a period <if insiHUility 
in Jammu and Kashmir politics is on 
the card.v And, Gul Shah, in ihal 
event, is destined tu play a very 
imptirtent rule. The Nutiunnl Confer¬ 
ence stands a g<HuJ chuncu nl ivui- 
ning a suhstaiitial maioritv of 42 
seats from the valley. Hut ihv uui 
come of the elections 1 nr ihe .12 seats 
from Jammu region is difficult to 

f redict. Since coming In power. Dr 
arooq Abdullah lias mode major 
inroads into this rvgiun where the 
National Conference luul nut been a 
strong force even dining ihe 
Sheikh's days Thu Naiionnl Coriter- 
enceis unlikely to win any of iheiwo 
seals from Ladakh. 

Apart from his own brut her ml aw, 
another person who may pose a se¬ 
rious threat to J>r Abdullah is Abdul 
Gam Lone of the People's Coiiler- 
cnce. a pru-Pnkistan Muslim fun* 
domentalist tirganisaiton. Combin¬ 
ing With the Jamaai-e-lslami ele¬ 
ments. (he People's Conference can 
cause considerable trouble foj Dr 
Abdullah, Dr Alnlullah knows this 
only too well. Hence his restraint 
while adacking the Congress(l) and 
the centre. 

While analysing the- politics of 
both .Sheikh Abdullah arid his son, 
one cannot help noticing that, like 
his father. Farooq Abdullah is both a 
Kashmir Muslim and an Indian secu¬ 
lar naiionalisr at the same time. 
Even while playing on the pas.sions 
oi the people of Knshmir (o remain 
in power, he is careful about nui 
ieopaidising (he broader inrerestsof 
India. The Sheikh, in fact, was more 
of an Indian secular nationalist than 
my of his contentporaties. Me was 
one Muslim leader who could com¬ 
mand his pevDle as he wished. And 
yet he rejecteu the two-natiun theory 


o( Mohammad Ali Jlnnah. The Kaah* 
miris are hypersensitive about their 
distinctive laentity. They, therefore, 
did not want to lose it by merging 
their state with the Muslim state ol 
Pakistan In October 1947. w«en 
Pakistan attacked Kashmir, the 
Sheikh organised resistance a^inst 
the aggressors, and held out lUJ the 
Indian tr<H>ps could reach the valley. 
Had the relationship between him 
and Jawaharinl Nehru not soured in 
t9f>3 utid had not the ceotre 
embarked on the policy it did in 
Kashmir in 1953. then things might 
have been altogether different in the 
subcontinent. 

One criticism against Dr FarooQ 
Abdullah which is being levelled by 
the political managers in New Delhi 
is that he has been playing on the 
local sentiments of the Kashmiri peo 
pie. Soon after assuming power. Dr 
Abdullah had loJd Sunday in an 
ijiierview that not only is the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir a part and 
arcel of India, but so also was the 
akistan<occupied areas of Kashmir 
which, he hoped, will “come to us 
one day/' Kis main adversary in 
Kashmir poulics, therefore, is going 
to he extremism—a phenomenon to* 
wards which thv Congressdi. 
perhaps unwittingly, is pushing (he 
state by its acts during the elections. 

Despite his differences with the 
centre on issues like the Resettle* 
meni Bill. Dr Abdullah readily 
agreed to canvass among the Muslim 


voters for Mrs Cendki't party 
the Congresafl} was fl^ung the me 
da) Delhi Metropolitan Council elec* 
tions after its crushing defeats in 
Karnataka and Andhra. In fact, had 
the management of the Kashmir 
affairs not been in the hands of 
hawks like Makhan Lai Poiedar and 
Ann Nehru, but in the hands of 
senior parrytnen like Syed Mir 
Qasim. the present phase of acri¬ 
mony between the National Confer* 
ence and the ConeressfD would not 
have arisen. But by its own choice 
the Congressfl) has driven Dr AMul* 
leh CO tno opposition camp and he 
seems to be ready to play this new 
role with all seriousness. At the age 
of 47. the eldest son of Sher*e 
Kashmir still has miles to go. But he 
has started off well While the pre* 
sent phase of politics in Jammu and 
Kashmir shows some dangerous 
overtones, the naiiunal p^itical 
scene has certainly gained a secular 
Muslim leader in Abdullah. His 
ambition, apparently, is to play a 
role in national politics, as is evident 
from his decision to participate in 
the VgayawHda conclave of the 
opposition parties. This is a healthy 
sign in the otherwise murky poliiics 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Inis correspondent iiccompanied 
Dr Abdullah during hii election cam> 
paigns in his nwn constituency, in 
Ganderbal (from where the Sher*e* 
Kashmir us^ to contesO and in the 
Lolab Valley. Though in his cam* 


peign speedier he vttaeked the d»A** 
tre gteittg leas develt^xnanta) 
funds than is neceasary, he never 
attacked either India or Mrs lodira 
Gandhi. He was always cautious in 
his references to the centre. 

His election speeches began with a 
prayer to Allah that the 5 June 
elections pass off peacefully. He told 
the electorate that this election was 
the testing time for the Kashmiri 
people. “Ihey think they can demol¬ 
ish the Kashmiri asum (people). ! 
believe in God and you too should 
have faith in Him. My father had 
taught me two things—to have a 
strong determination and to have 
faith in Cod. The intentions of the 
Congress! 11 are not goml. they want 
to purchase us See the amount of 
money being spent by their candi* 
dates. If Mrs Gandhi can tolerate 
opposition governments in other 
states of the country, then why 
should not Jammu and kashmir have 
a National Conference guvern- 
ment?" His speeches invariably en* 
ded with a call to ensure peaceful 
polling and to maintain the dignity 
of the Kashmiri people. ^'Tomorrow 
also 1 have to wotk with the centre, 
so I don’t went to create bitterness 
for the sake of elections." Ur Abdul* 
lah told mo when I iiskvd him the 
reuson for his lesiralnr m his 
speeches, Apparently, the marathon 
runner has a long-term perspective 
in mind. But can rfie same be said of 
his opponents? 
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Jammu: Dr Abdullah’s stumbling block? 

ii waa perhaps wHh Uie province of Jammu in mind that Dr Abdullah had sought 
an electoral alliance, first with the CongTess(l)and then with the BJP. The 
National Coni'eience being virtually unassailable in the Kashmir valley. Di* 
Abdullah was hoping to further consolidate his party’s position u^ capturing as 
many seats as possible in the traditionally hostile Jammu region. HAKPAL 
SINGH BEDl reports on the party’s hectic campaign after it decided to go it alone. 


P luRu^d uh chcy iire with fac* 
Ti4tiHl fouds in cnosi of (ho 
32 coMsiiruciKies of jMmmu 
^Nonnctf. (he three (najor 
po I i I icu I pert i vs—N ari on a) 
(onicrviuu ConKres^dl <ind 8har 
;itiv.i fjiiaiu Party (BJP)—have 
spared lirtk elfitri in rheir elaetton 
(.)nipai)*i) .lumnui is to pJay a vital 
tnh? Ill the Assembly eJvcduns. The 
NaiioniiJ CorifvrerKe appears pretty 
(on lid cm of swoupinit the Kaslimii 
volley, hut if l)i Abdullah hopes to 
corisohdaiv his {MSMtion in the state 
.ind wiihiri the party, he must neces* 
Minlv pul up an tmpresiivv perform* 
.line in Jammu. Kor ihe ConKressd). 
oriLv aituin Jammu is all important if 
till* parly wishes to play an imtur 
turn rule in slate politic . The BJP. 
<111 I he other hand, is makinn its 
ill* I Hit in M»iv elect ion t, and a few. 
*uMt\ 111 Jnmmu would k'> a luna way 
In house iis imjpe. The Janata, winch 
cimdv dji iinprcsHive dehut in the 
1M77 I lections, isu spent force in this 
'C^ioii. Thu unlv other party of some 
(cckoiuii^ IS the Panther, founded by 
formci CiinxressfS) MLA Bhim 

Sinjih 

Jammu city hus traditionally been 
(he siMUi^luild of the erstwhile Jan 
S.mgh; the Dinyress, un the ocher 
hand, heb aJway.s had a firm grip over 
I he vest uf the province. However, in 
ihe 1977 elections, the National Con* 
Irrence made a dean sweep of the 
Muslim dominated areas, and the 
oihei cvmstuuencics were shared be* 
tween tJic J anal a and the Congress, 
k Is worth noting that in I97f. the 
( iingrcss drew n blank in the Kash* 
mir Valley, but it managed to win ten 
seats in the predominantly Hindu 
heirs of Jammu. 

Perhaps the National Conference 
Hiiuid have been happier if. as in the 
c.ise of the Jammu municipuJ com* 
iniiTctf, it had succeeded in forming 
an alliance w ith the fiJP. But accord* 
lUg to BJP sources in Jammy, till the 
very last moment Or Abdallah was 
Too keen to have an alliance with 
^he Congressd). Whatever the case, 
die Narional Conference decided (o 
KO it ahine In Jammu and it launched 
UK campaign with a bang. The chief 
minister announced that the much* 
decorated air force officer. Squadron 
/wader Rajinder Stnith Cbib. had 
lesigncd from service and join^ the 
National Conference. Then Dr 




Caching in on her Jammu coonectrons. 
Begum Abdaitah 


Abdullah decided to visit the holy 
cave of Vaidtnoo Devi and various 
other Hindu shrines; this was a 
calculated move to lure the Hindu 
electorate. Dr Abdullah also 

K in red Lieutenant General S. P. 

otra (retired) managing direc* 
lor of the powerful Jaowu and Kash* 
mir tounsm board, 1ne appoint' 
menes of Mr Sat Sahani. a veteran 
journalist, as director of information 
and Dr N. S. Paihaoia as (director, 
health services, were also viewed as 
a ploy to woo the Hindu votes in 
Jammu. Tliese moves by the chief 
minister did make an impact on the 
electorate but the advantage which 
he gained in the beginning were, to 
some eacent. frittered away by his 
party men who could not get over 
their internal Muabbles. 

One ihfog whicn surprised net only 
ihe National Conference and BJr 
but also the political observers Id the 
fV«Ce. is the emergence of the Con* 


gressll) as a strung political furcO' 
Although the CongtesKdi js also pia< 
gued with dissonsiuri its srate lead 
ership has been able to hnng bnck 
old stalwarts into the fray Pc<iple 
like Trilochan Dun. Kangil Singh. 
Bhaeat Chagitu Ram and Mohammed 
Ayub stil command cunsiderable in* 
fJuence in their areav and that is 
what is worrying ihe National Con¬ 
ference. In Ranbirsmah hire, where 
Squadrun Leader Chib is contesting, 
the Congresslli has put un furmvr 
deputy speaker Janak Raj <>upru Mr 
Gupta had won m 1977, despite the 
Janata wave, defeating Rangil Singh 
who has since juined Cotigress( 1 > and 
is now contesting sk its candidate 
from Jammu east. iRangil Singh'K 
candidature from this consutuenev 
could have created further di^sen 
Sion within the Cungress 1 . But he* 
fore anything untoward could Uup* 

S en, sitting member Prjduman 
ingh was made joint secretary uf 
the AICC(I). The oihei Cungruss 1 
aspirants from Jammu who were 
denied tickets, have been givun 
appointments in public sector under 
takings.) 

As ivr the BJP some of its mem 
bers have filed their nomination pap* 
ers against the official candidates. 
The party is divided into two far* 
tions; one is being headed by Rishi 
Kumar Kaushal and the otber by 
Chaman Lai Gupta. One faction 
alleges that Mr Kaushal wa.s tun 
'‘soft" towards the Sheikh Abdullah 
government and that he was. in tact, 
the "Mir Qasim of BJP.'* 

The Janata Party is putting up 
some candidates hut it will b« a 
mimcle if it wins (if at all it docs) 
more jhan two to three seats. Its 
state unit president, Dhanraj Bagit- 
ra. is contesting from Doda di&irici. 
The Panther Party president Bhim 
Smgh is contesting from Cheiiani 
and Riasi. In 1977. shim Singh won 
from Chinani as a Conaress candi* 
dale with the active support of Dr 
Karan Singh. That support is not 
there this time. In Riasi he is chal¬ 
lenging the veteran BJP leader. 
Risni Kumar Kaushal. 

The position of National Confer¬ 
ence In the Musllrn-dominated areas 
is also not very comforuble, but 
observers point out that (he legacy of 
Sheikh Abdullah IS still so stiong 
that the party will be able tu make a 
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near'Coniplfte $weap in these areas. 
In Doda, a predominantly Muslim 
.irea, the National Conference had 
won four out of the six seats in the 
1977 elections; the other two were 
won by the .lanatu Part^. The Janata 
MLA rrum Doda. Mr (ihulam Qadir 
Want, later loined the National Con¬ 
ference am/ is now contesting us a 
Congressfl) candidate; this has 
caused resentment in the 

National Conference. In Inderwa). 
former minister and secretary of the 
Plebiscite Proni. Mr G. M. Bhaderwa- 
hi. is again contesiing as a National 
Conference candidate; he is being 
opposed by Mohamed Shamas Nur m 
the Cungressfl), Mr BhaJeiwahi is 
considered dose to the chief minis* 
ier» but in Inderwal again, the party 
IS facir^ a crisis as two of its mem¬ 
bers. reer Nizamudin and Noor 


Mohammed are cootestiAges (rebel) 
independent candidates. The most 
interesting contest is in Bhaderwah. 
The Congnessfl) has put up Hari Lal 
Hiteshi, e local Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad leader. The BJP has not put 
up any candidate, but its workers are 
supporting Mr Hiteshi despite the 

5 arty’s anthCongress(l) stand. The 
atjonal Conference has put up 
Bodh Raj Suman as its candidate. 

Another imponent seat which the 
National Conierence hopes to win is 
the one frum Ram ban constituency 
where its candidate, a former minis* 
ter, P. N. Raju, is facing Jogdev 
Sineh of the Congresstl). Mr Ra^u 
haa won the seat in 1977 as a Con 
gress candidate. A presiigious con 
test between the National Confer* 
ence and Congressf 1) is being staged 
at theBishnah (reserved) constituen¬ 


cy where finance minifter Sabu Par- 
manad is facing the rjce*president of 
the statePCCCDBhagat Chiiggu Ram. 
Babu Parmanad won the seat as: a 
Congress candidate in 1977. In Jam* 
mu cantonmenr, (he National Con* 
ference’s Sikh candidate, Harbans 
Singh, promises to be a tough match 
for Mr Trikochan Dutt, a fonner 
minister and Congress(I) candidate. 
The ruling party is pinning its hopes 
on the large Sikh population here 
and on the Akali Dal which is leml* 
ing open suppon to the National 
Conference. But Sikh patronage may 
boomerang if (he Hindus decide to 
vote against Hafbans Singh. 

Hie National Conference’s posi¬ 
tion ID LIdhampur is rather weak due 
to infighting. The BJP seems to be 
far ahead of the ethers. Its candl* 
date, Shiv Charan Gupta, is also 


‘Who is Dr Abdollah to ask lor the ifissolution of Congress(l)?’ 


1'n/ike 'o nMJiy trt f/it* A'€r>hiir/r s 
whit h.ivi* vr/it’mcorfy I 
oppt'M'd Shvikit Ahtfufhh sintf then | 
vi<miprA iinwi/ ht^ huiidttuitiitn <fr * 
!liv l$iM oppmiuuify. KCd) i 
msidetit Mufti Mohammed Syed g 
naff A ruck ttmtuoudy ti* his eun>. 
5<j/r*»poken. ^'et ruthlesxly ofunr 
and Aerv in his speeches, he meiitfs 
no effort fi> conceal fits hatred for 
the AbduUah fumily. Excerpts from 
his intervteiv to .vtMV; 


It i.i ri//eged that you were, by 
large, respomihie for the 
iln-akdowii of talks bei**^eft the 
Coitgies^d) jnd the National Con¬ 
ference on (he posstbd/tiv vf an 
electoral alhanco durtng the forth- 
ai m ing Assembly elections Wha 11$ 
your comment? 

A: 1 don't think (hat I sabotaged 
the prospects of an alliance. Dr 
Farnou Abdullah himself was re* 
sponsiole. He had said that he was 
Keeking the help of (he Congressti) 
to fight the communal und separat¬ 
ist elements in the state There 
were a series of meetings. After 
returning from Delhi he said. "1 
have asked for the dissolution of 
I he Congress! I) unit of Jammu and 
Kashmir.** This was a contradictory 

C usition The Congress party has 
een working here since (he last 20 
years. - And during the freedom 
movement, it was the Congress 
which had supported us here. So 
there was no tjuestion of dissolving 
the Congress unit here. My view is 
that the Congress, as an alMndia 
party, has to stay and work here. It 
IS the only party which has sorne 
base in all parts uf Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

Qi But a senior Congressdi lead¬ 
er, Syed Mil Qasim, has other views 
on (his issue.^. 

A: What are his ideas? What does 
he want? 

Q: He still feels that there should 



jfiLm 


Mufti Sytd birieriy cnticsl 

have been an electoral adjustment 
between these two parties. 

A; I think after whatever Dr 
Farooq Abdullah said, doors have 
been closed. I think Syed Mir 
Qasim’s approach has been (hat 
both should go together. That 
means the Congressfl) and National 
Conference should come into an 
alliance. But Farooq wants our unit 
to be dissolved. So what does Syed 
Mir (^asim say? Tltere should be 
reciprocity. If the Congress extends 
cooperation. Farooq Abdullah 
should accept (hat position. Who is 


CM and his policies and program¬ 
mes. Even the present chief minis¬ 
ter talked of corruption, malprac¬ 
tices anti nepotism in the 
bureaucracy and his cabinet. He 
dropped most of the ministers from 
his cabinet and charged that they 
hed tarnished the image of his 
father’s cabinet. Then what is 
wrong in my criticising them? 1 had 
criticised only policies, not persons. 

Q: What is your assessment of the 
piesaiit political situation in the 
state? 

A; You should have seen your¬ 
self. You are here since the last 
four days. I think as far as the 
people are concerned, a Urge num¬ 
ber of them is involved in the 
campaigns. Such mass participation 
was not there in the 1977 elections. 
We have been working here as the 
opposition since 197/. We have 
been trying to give vent to the 

S ievances of the people. We have 
en agitating for ilieir problems. I 
think the Congress is in a happy 
position in the valley. 

Q: What, according lo you. ere 
the main failures of the National 
Conference government? 

A: They have not given a clean 
administration to the people. There 
are so many cases of nepotism, 
scandals and corruption. Next com¬ 
es bad planning, whatever central 
assistance is made available today, 
ir is nor*properly utilised for the 
benefit or the people. Not a single 
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understand. What is the approach 
of Mir Qasim? what does he want? I 
dun*t think there is any logic in 
that 

Q; Why ere you avowedly 
opposed to the Abdullah family? 

A: f am not opposed to any indi¬ 
vidual. I have alwen respected 
Sheikh saheb as a senior leecKr. He 
was the leader of our freedom 
movement, f criticised him as the 


the presest government. Resources 
have been wasted on non* 
products schemes and on the con¬ 
struction of big buildings. You 
build an institute, and on the build* 
ing alone, Rs 26 crores are spent. 
Why? They built a convention com¬ 
plex and again 26 crores of rupees 
were spent on the building alone. 
They have built a new Kigti Court 
building and an Assembly hall. 


2 ? 









fftcmg Mrs JaytmaJa ol tha Panther 
Party and Balak Ram of the Congres* 
s(I), In GolguUb Garh, the sittinji 
National Conference member Haji 
Buland Khan is having trouble: not 
only is he facing a Congressfl) stal* 
wart, former minister Ayub KhaHi 
but also a rebel candidate. Rashid 
Khan. The National Conference 
workers of the area allege that Haji 
Buland Khan has become unpopular 
in the area but the chief mtntster. to 
their surprise, has again given him a 
ticket. 

In the Poonch district, the Con* 
gressti) has put up heavyweights like 
<j. M. Rajpuri ana Mian Bashir, while 
the National Conference candidates 
include Rafiq Hussain Khan and a 
former minister, G. M. Ganai. In 
Poonch and Mander areas (here is a 
large population of the Gubars and 
Begum Abdullah commands con* 
siderabJc influence over this com* 
munity. In fact, she started the 
National C«inferuiice election cam¬ 
paign from Poonch district. Howev* 
er, the overall situation hascliangcd 
following the communal clashes 
which luok place in the area for the 
first time recently. The .siseable Sikh 
votes in Poonch can certainlv tilt the 
balance in favour of the National 
Conference. 

In Jammu the BJP appears confi* 
dent of maintaining, if not impro¬ 
ving, its position. The Panther Party 
is not being taken very seriously, but 
the party president, fihim Singh, is 
confident that with the support of 
(he youth and the working class, it 
will emerge as an important political 
force in the stale. As for the National 
Conference, the lack of proper orga* 
nisation is causing problems* ^e 
chief minister (who Is also the parry 
president) has tried hard to build an 
effective organisation by playing on 
the caste sentiments, but it doesn't 
seem to have helped. A majority of 
Che non-Muslim candidates put up by 
the party are basically defectocs and 
it is becoming increasir^ly difficult 
for them to establish their credibility 
with the electorate. The AkaJi sup¬ 
port, which will definitely help the 
party in the areas where ^ikhs con* 
stitute an important segment of the 
electorate, can also be used against 
it by the BJP and even the Congres* 
a<t) who can be expected to play on 
Hindu sentiments. 

The clashes in the Kashmir valley 
between the Congress<l) and Nation* 
ai Conference workers is being very 
subtly exploited by the Congressfl) 
and even dj the BJP in Jammu. The 
clashes are termed as those between 
the pro and anti*lndian forces and it 
is being said that a vote for the 
National Conferenca will be an 
approval of the Reserrlement Bill 
and anti*lndian forces. The NecionaJ 
Conference is frantically trying to 
gel et least Begum Abdullah to visit 
certain araas in Jammu, but so far 
she has remilitad stuck in the velley, 
thinks to Mohsina Kidwai and Be¬ 
gum Abide Ahmed. 


the Janiaat factor 


I ndia, according to the Jafflaat*e> 
tslami of Jammu and Kashmir, is 
**an occupation force" in the valley. 
The Jam a at does nor accept the 
accession of Kashmir to India as 
final. Nor does it accept the 197S 
accord which brought the Sheikh 
back to power. Despite its radical 

f ioliiical convictions, the party 
ound a patron in the Congress 
when it decided to cogiese the 
Assembly elections for the first 
time io 1972. In a bid to minimise 
the influence of the National Con* 
ference, the Congress left nine 
seats for the Jaroaat. In the 1977 
elections, the Jamaat came our 
<^n]y against the National Confer¬ 
ence. dubbing its leaders as agents 
of "Indian dogs." 

However, for the first time in its 
brief history (the Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir Jamaat is not affiliated to the 
Jamaat-e-Islami of India), there are 
seriou.s differences within the Mr- 
ty. The Jamaat-e-Tulba chief, Taj* 

t ’smul Hassan, is totally opposed to 
is party's participation in th« elec¬ 
tions. He has alleged that his super¬ 
iors m the party refer to India as an 
"occupation force," and yet they 
are willing to contest the elections 
and to take the oath of allegiance to 
(he Indian union and its Constitu¬ 
tion. As a result of Mr Hassan's 
stand, the Jamaat has been split 
into two factions. But this has not 
really dampened its prospects in 
the tWee constituencies wnich are 
considered the stronghold of the 
Jamaat'e-lslami: Sopore, Kulgam 
and Homshalibug. 

In the 1977 Assembly elections, 
the Jamaat's Syed Ali Shah Gilani 
had won by a slender marun from 
Sopore constituency. Mr Gilani is 
one of the top functionaries of his 
par^. He«haa defeated the Nation¬ 
al Conference candidate. Hakim 
HabibuUah. llie National Confer¬ 
ence has repeated Mr Habibullah's 
candidature in the current elec¬ 
tions. The Jamaat candidate is fac¬ 
ing stiff oppositioi^ from the Con- 
g^ssfl) which has put up a tradi¬ 
tional rival of the Aodullah family, 
Ghulam Rasool Kar. Mr Kar is ex- 

C ted to eat into the Jamaat vote 
k io Sopore. 

The Kulgam Assembly consti¬ 
tuent is attracting a lot of atten¬ 
tion. Naither the National Confer¬ 
ence nor the Congressfl) is in the 
forefront here. The Jamaat candi¬ 
date is pitted against Mohammed 
Yusuf Tarigamu a wuth setivisi of 
the CFKM) who has managed to 
drew impressive crowds. It is said 
that the man behind Mr Tangami’s 
popularity in Kulgam is the Manuit 
stalwart Abdul jCabir Wani. (In 
mid*May, a CPI-M activist was 


beaten up by Jamaat workers in 
this constituency. The very next 
day, the CPI-M workers forced the 
Jamaat to offer a persona) apology 
to the victim.! 

In Homshalibug. Jamaat candi¬ 
date Abdul Rasak Mir is locked in a 
three-cornered contest. (The 
Jamaat^-lslami had won this seat 
in the 1972 elections.) The National. 
Conference has put up Abdul 
SaUm Devs The Congress(I) has 
fielded a formidable candidate in 
its PCOI) president, Mufti Moham¬ 
med Syed. But Mufti Syed is also 
contesting from Bijbihara consti¬ 
tuency, and his candidature at 
Homshalibug is being considered a 
ploy by the National Conference. It 
IS l^ing alleged that the Congres- 
s(l) has entered into an etUance 
with (he Jamaat at Homshalibug. 
by virtue of which Mufti Syed will 
not mount pressure on ihe consti¬ 
tuency in 0 bid to enhence the 
chances of the Jamaat's victory. In 
return, the Jamaat will ask its sup¬ 
porters in Bijbihara to vote for 
Mufti Syed. However, the PCC(I) 
president's campaigners have cate- 
gorivaily refuted this allegation. 

In all, the Jamaat has fielded 1$ 
candidates in Jammu and the Kash¬ 
mir valley The party's mam elec¬ 
tion slogans are. Kasnojir ko Assam 
nahfn oeneney denge (We will not 
let Kashmir go the Assam way); 
Kashmir ko Moradabad nahin 
bananay danfga (We will not let 
Kashmir go the Moradabad way); 
Jammat ko vote da kar Islami 
niiam ko vote deetjye (Vote for the 
Jamaat and an Islamic order); and 
fiamara leader Rasoolallah (Our 
leader is the prophet). 

The mam thrust of the campaign 
is dearly against India and Indians 
who are "led by Hindus." However, 
despite its religious venom, -the 
Jamaat has failed to cut much ice in 
the valley, except of course in cer¬ 
tain pockets. The Kashmiri Muslim 
is essentially peace-loving and God¬ 
fearing. The influence of sufjs (holy 

8 teachers) is almost complete in 
ashmir. Traditionally. Kashmir 
has been the land of sufis and 
dargehs.The Jamaat has taken a 
rigid anti-ruA stand, and this has 
alienated the parry from the Mus¬ 
lim masses. Moreover, the Jamaat 
is opposed to many of the social 
reforms that were implemented by 
the Sheikh and hailed by all sec* 
tions of (he Keshmiri society. 
Therefore, the Jamaat has to ctm- 
tend with a number of adversaries 
in the valley; the Congress(I) and 
National Conference are merely 
two of its organised edveriaries. 

Udayan Sharma 





Tlie liistory of Ihe plnpficlts 

Or, Why Dr Abdullah should distrust Mrs Gandhi 


Even during his last days. Mrs Gandhi spared no effort to disgrace Sheikh 
Abdullah. But the centre's repeated attempts to humiliate him could not force 
Sher-e-Kashmir to play into the hands of the Congreas(I) by taking anti-India 

stand. UDAYAN ^ARMA analyses the political jugglery that has often 
threatened to alienate the National Conference from the national mainstieam. 



and a half crorei; by 197S ii had 
incr«a«ed to mor« than Ra 11 crores. 
Tha Congress had tried to remove 
the subsidy altogether. Messrs G.M. 
Sadiq and Mir Qasin) made every 
effort in this direction, but in vain. 
After being reinstated, the Sheikh 
announced at a public gathering at 
Hazratbal that he would abolish the 
subiidy before the next Assembly 
elections. He was clearly expecting 
the Congress tv support him on this 
is.sue; but instead the Congress legd' 
ership chose to exploit the removal 
of subsidy and to belittle the Sheikh 

Next was the openlv hostile stance 
that the Conm$$ took after brining 
Ihe Sheikh bock to power. Before 
finalising the 1975 accord. Sved Mir 
Oasim. deliberating on behalf of the 
Prime Minister, had essured the 
Sheikh that under no circumstances 
would Ihe Congress withdraw ita 
support to him on the flcror of the 
Assembly. This assurance was made 
because the Sheikh was reluctant to 
form a government in a House which 
had a Congress majority; he was 
keen on fresh elections. However, 
assured of the Congress' best inten* 
tions, he agreed to form a govern* 
meni. No sooner had he done this 
that the Congress openly began 
questioning his integnty. 

Unable to tolerate this, the Sheikh 
offered to so into a coalition with the 


Congress. A meet mg of Congress and 
National Confereme ieadm was 
convened at Srinagar. Dr Kuran 
Singh. D. K. Barooah, P. N. Dh.ir and 
Syed Mir Qasim participated nn he* 
half of the Congress; Nurional Con* 
feronce was rtf|)rescnti’<l hy Sheikh 
Abdullah and Mirra Af/al Beg. It was 
decided that the Sheikh ivriiild le* 
vamp his cabinet, inducting five 
members each from the Congress 
and .Narionat Conference. Sheikh 
Abdullah even fixed the ditto and 
lime for the unth*taking ceremony, 
hut Mrs Gandhi hud other ideas. 
Those were the days of the Kmeigvn* 
cy; the Prime Minister and Mr 
Barooah wera in the rnornl to humili* 
ate Shere-Kashmir. After csinsulta* 
tions with the PM, Mr barouah leic* 
phoned Srinagar and insTrm trd the 
Congress MI.As not to take the oath. 
The Sheikh was conveyed this max* 
sage at Ihe eleventh fioiir; he was 
told (hat since he was planning ro 
induct a Congress defector. Abdul 
Gani Lone, into hi» cnbinet, it was 
not possible for the Congress to 
participate in his government. The 
oath'ialcing ceremony had to cancel* 
led at the last moment. The Sheikh 
felt disgraced. 

The fast nail was driven home 
when, Ki 1977, the Congress with¬ 
drew* its support to the Sheikh’s 
ministry. This was sheer betrayal. 
But the Shetkh managed to sal 
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troubte-^htHiters- (L^ft to right) Mskhtn Fote4or. K Nctini and Arun Schru 


hi% presume witli .i thumping mHjor* 
itv ut I he J977 Assembly elecciofts. 
whur follnw^d ivas a relatively 
peRceful perhid for the National 
ConFi^ioncc. The J.iri.ita4<i>k Dal KOV' 
erninents at the centre did not neves* 
sjdIy see eve to eye with the 
SbeiMt. but there was nu attempt to 
Oestuhlise his itoverntneni. 

Mrs Indirn («andu returned to pow* 
er in 1970. The Dmvess leaders in 
Jammti and Kashm^ Felt very uji> 
easy when they Found themselves 
out in the <’<>id. The only exception 
was Syed Mu* Qasim who ea^erlv 
souchf (1 iiialoKiic wiih Sheikh 
Ahuiilljh Mis Gandhi herseU could 
not aevept a position ivhere she had 
noptiHrit'ol levenifiein Kashmir. She 
lost Iter temper on many occasions 
She even went to the valley to spit 
venom. Meiisures were afoot to re* 
peat the experiment—by dis 
missing rhi' Sheikh Koveenment. But 
Mrs Gandhi had no one of Bak&hl 
Giihim Muhammed’b xtatu»e to carry 
out her plans. Syed Mir Qasim re- 
fused ( 1 ) oppose the Sheikh. 

There were many more incidents 
of iicedhuM and they forced the 
Sheik h to revert to his earlier stance, 
ihou^h this time he was neither 
hostile nor anti-India. He merely 
attacked and criticised the Prime 
Ministur and the central govern¬ 
ment. The Congressfl) kept up the 

E ressurc from the centre. A *red 
ook* was published in 1981*B2; It 
carried wild alle^tions against the 
Sheikh. This booklet was printed in 
Hyderabad for disiributirn in the 
valley. Just prior to this Incident, the 
municipal elections were held in 
Kashmir. No party managed to get a 
majority in the Jammu region, and 

the Sheikh offered to go into a 

coalition with the Coneress(Z). The 
offer was ridiculed and then rejected 
by the Congressd). So. the Bharatiya 
Janata Party was invited to form the 
municipal council. The Sheikhas 
offer was willingly accepted by the 
BJP. This was the limit: Vfrs Gandhi 
launched a personal attack against 
the Sheikh, the then home minister. 
Mr Zail Suiih, accused him of join* 
Irtf hinds with communal forces. To 


add fuel to fire the Congress!I) 
voted for a 8JP*supported candidate 
for the Rajya Sebna seat, only to 
defeat the National Conference 
candidate. Then the ^eikh alleged 
that the party in p<nver was itself 
communal. His anger was rejected 
m the controversial Resettlement 
Bill which he knew would prompt the 
centre to dismiss his ministry. 

In 19B1, the central governmeni 
organised a massive incoffle*tax raid 
in the valley. All those whose houses 
were raided were the financiers of 
the National Conference. Not a sing 
le raid wa« made in the Jammu 
region. Even the lone non*Muslim 
business house raided in Srinagar 
was that of someone very close to 
Sheikh Abdullah. These raids were a 
total failure The incone*Tax depart* 
meni could not sguvesa out any¬ 
thing. but the damage was done. The 
Sheikh began to believe that the 
central government was bent upon 
breaking up his parly. 

Sheikh Aodullan died a sad man 
During his last days, he felt humili¬ 
ated and alienated, but never did he 
think of reverting to an anti-India 
stance. While un his death bed. he 
.once again offered bis hand of 
friendship to the Congress(l): he 

AfiV Qasxm * weak adversary* 


communal forces. To 



proposed an alliance inthel9R3 
Assembly elections. To prove his 
sincerity, he offered the Kajya 
Sabha seat from the state to the 
Congressd). Ills only request was 
that Syed Mir Qasim should be the 
Congress! 1) candidate so that the 
expectations of 197S accord could 
realised. But the local PCCfli pro* 
tested i»inst the candidature of Mir 
Qasim. ^e Prime Minister usked 
Mir Qasim nor to Mrsist. This was 
not the end: the Congress! I) made 
sure that the Nation^ Conference 
candidate was defeated in the Kajya 
Sabha election. 

How Dr Farooq Abdullah tried in 
vain to befriend Raliv Gandhi and 
arrai^ an electoral alliance with 
the Congressd). is now a part of 
history, 'ne times have changed, but 
the real irritants are still there; and 
the real irritants are the few Kash¬ 
miri pundit bureaucrats. 

pandit Nehru had a weakness for 
Kashmiri pundits. Many of them 
were inducted into the Indian 
bureaucracy, regardleseiof whether 
they were truly fit to run the ad mi* 
nistraiion. However, it would be 
wrong to say that all Kashmiri pun* 
dits were opposed to the Sheikh. 
Many of the pundits who came from 
the rural areas, loved and respected 
the Sheikh. The Sheikh’s ouster in 
1953 was engineered by a handful of 
influential pundits who were close to 
Nehru. Even today, the Kouls, 
Nehrus, Dhars, Tlkkus, • Fotedars, 
and their like, continue to influence 
the Prime Minister and Rajiv Gandhi 
on issues related to Kashmir. A con* 
froncation between the Abdullah 
family and Mrs Gandhi suits their 
interests admirably. A case in point 
it the preteot Governor of Kashmir, 

Mr B. k. Nehru. T^ay Mr Nehra is 
the prime irritant as far as Dr Abdul* 
lah IS concerned. It is rumoured chat 
Mr Nehru is very eager to become 
another Tapase. He has lost his ere* 
dibUity in tne Kashmir valley simply 
b^ause, intteid of performing nis 
normal duties as Governor of the 
state. Mr Nehru bas been trying to 
project himself as the **agent*’ of Mrs 


enant. 






‘Mrs Gandhi does not care for the people of Kashmir’ 



] %viU give you an example of how 
Sber*e*Kashmir helped all o( us to 
develop and grow. When I was a 
little airl, it was a crime for a girl to 
atieno a school and as a result 1 had 
10 do my schooling outside Kashmir. 
Even Sheikh sahib had to go to Uttar 
Pradesh for studies. There were no 
schools for girls in this state. Now 

C see so many colleges here. It is 
ause of Sheikh sahib that Srina* 
gar has become a big centre for 
education. You can now find many 
well educated girls here. Now there 
is a lot of education and awakening 
among the Kashmiri women. You 
will see that girls have come out in 
public. I was first to come out in 
public. My husband always said that 
Kashmir was a garden with different 

variety of flowers. 

example 
in communal her* 
mony. Then came 
the Pakistanis 
w with thoir two* 

^ nation theory. “Co 
^ ^ back. You win nev. 

/mm ma 1 er succeed in im* 
^^7 plementing this 
I : I theory in Kashmir^ 

I 'We know how to 
^BUgP protect ourselves/’ 

' was the bheikl^ 

1 answer to them. 
J They came with 
. guns in 1947. My 

husband said we 
will have (o come 
* out. At that time 
no army 
here. Sheikh sahib 
asked us to get 
(rained, f was also 
trained along with 
^ hundreds of Kash* 

' miris by a retired 
general from the 


anny. Young girts and boys voiun* 
teerM to fight the invaders. 

When Diy nusbend told the Kesh- 
miris chat he was going to remove 
subsidy, people told him. “Adhi roti 
irheyenge. sir nahin jbukijtnge’* 
(We will have half a loaf but will not 
bow our heads). Former rulers were 
deceiving, the people of Kashmir in 
the name of subsidy. For centuries 
the people of Kashmir had been 

a loiied. Sikh rulers came here and 
aved in the same way. Mughals 
also exploited the local people treat* 
ing them like slaves and using our 
beautiful girts in their harems. All 
such things used to happen here 
before the movement launched by 
Sheikh shahib. Now that we are 
crying to meke progress, my son 
Parooci asked Mrs Candh; for help. 




r. 


8h« jusi doei Doe cm for the people 
of xw itete. But I cen tell you that 
$her*e*Xaihmir bat taught ua how to 
fight back to defend our honour and 
tea. Our slogan i$ '‘Shtikh seheb 
a kys Inhwd, Hindu Stkh Musiim 
itrahad.’* 

How would you desenbe your 
fomiiy*^ rolattonship with the 
Nihru-Cindhi fomUy? How is the 
relation between Dr Abdufiah and 
Gandhi like now? 

A- Our relations had always been 
very cordial. But as 1 have told you 
my aon, the politics of India now is 
very much oiffereni from what it 
was. Same is the case with the politi* 
dans. Gandhiji was there. Jawahar* 
lalji was (here, Mauiana Asad was 
(hare, Khan Abdul Ghafiar Khan was 
(here. My husband worked with 
them. These loaders were far far 
superior. 

Rajiv Gandhi is also (tying (o 
establish himself as a leader of con* 
iequence. We don't hear much of his 
contributions because his mother is 
strong and overshadows him. But the 
manner in which 
he handled Kash* 
mlf? Oht Poor 
young man. He is 
surrounded by 
such a circle of 
eople who are 
ust interested in 
themselves. Noth* 
er they are in* 

(eresied in India 
nor in the welfare 
of any state. 

Q: Does not he 
know the mess 
which the JAK 
peer/; is in? 

A: I hope he 
does. But this 
caucus is not only 
encirciing Rajiv 
but his mother 
also. To work 
under the influ* 
ence of others who 
do not stand for 
any principle Is 
not a good sign for 
Che fucura.'tbey think that they are 
doing wonders, but 1 feel very sorry 
for tMm. Because it is the people 
who suffer. Here, we arc affected- 
people of our state are affected 
necaiise we are wedded to the princh 
pie of democracy, socialism and 
secularism. 

1 have always told Farooq, 'Look 
one has mnny acquainlances iA the 
world: SheUtA Saaib had also hun¬ 
dreds of friands but he never 
allowed them to dictate politics to 
him/ Nothir^ doing. But my friend 
Indira Gandhi and her son have 
aUoWed them to be dictated by peo* 
pJe who bai^y heve any crediouity. 
raraonal friendship analytics are 
two ecparett ibiais. never mis 


time hes leant many lessons. Rajiv 
came and toochad ncy feet. 1 bleeM 
his. IQs edvisers an very bad I was 
talking about Parooq. I told Farooq 
about one ot his Mends Mir Mustafa. 
1 told him that this man wu fishy, 
don’t mix friendship with politics. 
This was his first and last misju^* 
ment. See, Mir Mustafa is contesting 
against our own man. 

0; What is your assessment of Dr 
Farooq Abduliah? 

A: Every mother will alweys praise 
her son. But 1 am not one of those 
mothers. ! can only say that ha is a 
wronhy successtM*« SJ^-e-Kashmir. 
Just after the death of my husband, 
there was a function at a local 
women's college. A local young wri¬ 
ter praised Farooq and uid that now 
be was here to lead us. Then 1 had 
said, *'Look, he is yet to prove his 
mettle. He will have to prove bis 
worth.** I said it la a ftincrien. But 
now 1 can say that be has inherited 
his father's qualities. He has proved 
his mettle. He has the same princi- 

E »les which were propounded oy his 
ether. Farooq had sticcessfully led 



(L to R) The Sheikh with wife and daughters Suraya and Khalida 


the agitatioa agai 
sacreo relics. Lute bis father he is 
working for the Hindu-Muslim-Sikh 
unity. Right from the very beginning 
he had feelings for the poor. He is 
ailso facing the same prwlein from 
the centre which piqued his father. 
Once Sheikh Sahib said in a meetiag, 
**11 a chief minister wants to sneese, 
he must go to Delhi for this. This is 
the situation.* Farooq is also facing 
the power of money. Lots of 
money is flowing in just to create 
tension and violence and anon. Suit¬ 
cases full of notes are being brot^t 
in; hundreds of jeeps have come. The 
hotel Broadway has become the den. 
God knows where this money goes. 

Q: Shall / ask you two personal 
quassioos? Why is GM Shah, your 
aon-ift-faw, not canvassing for your 


inst the (heft of 


them 
Paroeq 


aaparatt 

. Riliv is 
>q. fvoo< 


vooq from 


young I 

om nil 


man like 
father's 


parry? Is he diseadsfied? 

A: He is very hot lanipered.But he 
has some ex^lent qualities. The 
other dey he told me that ha was 
above six^ and wanted to retire 
from politics. I cold him that ch^e 
vrere many people of his age who 
were serving the people well. *'Look 
et your Mpa (Hie Sheikh;. He work, 
ed till cne last. He fell ill only twice 
in his lifetime: Once, for three weeks 
in 1S77 end then, for two weeks this 
time when he passed away. He 
(Sheikh) never thought of retiring. 
Shah comes and chats with me. But 
ha is short tempered. One who is 
short tempered loses his mental ba* 
lance. 1 tell him that to lose ones 
temper is a sin. 1 feel sorry for him. 

Q: How did your last meetiag with 
Mrs Candhi go? 

A: It was quite all right. She came 
when my husband was sick. After his 
passing away she stayed here, came 
here and sat with me. She consoled 
us. She was very nice to me. 

Q: Can you describe your first 
meeting with Sheikh Sahib? 

A: That was in 
1932 or '33. I was 
on a holiday here 
with my parenis. 
This Hedous motel 
belonged to my 
father. He came to 
collect some fund 
'or as you say chan- 
da leney . My 
mother who was a 
Kashmiri told tne 
that this young 
man was like an 
angel for the Kash* 
mirls. He was 
I^tins for their 
fights. 1 asked her, 
"What angel 
mother?" She told 
me that she was 
talking about 
Sheikh Abdullah. 
She told me he was 
very bold. Then I 
asked her what 
was he doing. I was 
told that he was 
struggling against 
the raja for people's rights. 1 was 
only a young girl of i€ or 17. I said, 
"You can't go there where your 
father is sitting with those men.” 
Even then I had glimpse of him. He 
was very slim. Then, I heard him 
talk. Somebody talked with him and 
after this a person who belonged to 
my mother's area talked to my 
mother. My mother consulted my 
father. Sheikh Sahib met my 
father, who was a bit hesitant be¬ 
cause of Sheikh Sahib’s involvement 
with (he movement against the raja. 
My father said, 'Ob God! This mao is 

« to spend his whole life in iail. 

win happen to my little wl?’ 
But my mother was in favour of this 
marriage. Today I feel that I am the 
luckiest woman to have such a great 
man as my husband. 



Why did Swetnisha die? 

Amon^ her admirers were ministers» politicians and civil servants. They would 
do anything for Swetnisha Trivedi, the 25‘year-old.vlvaciou8 typist at the Bihar 
Assembly secretariat in Patna. And then» she suddenly died in the early hours of 
8 May at the residence of her foster-mother, Rajeshwari Saroj DaSs MLC and a 
former deputy chairman of the Bihar Legislative Council. It was odd that the two 
doctors who Issued separate death certificates did not agree on the cause of her 
death; one thought she died of internal haemorrhage, the other settled for 
cardiac iirrest Intrigued by this, Patna's senior superintendent of police, 
Kishore Kuna],exhumed her body three days after she had been buried. The post 
mortem reports said that she died due to poisoning and had met a violent end. 
The obvious conclusion was that it was a murder most foul. With the reputation 
of a number of influential people at stake, efforts were naturally made to hush 
up the matter. SAUMITRA BANERJEE went to Patna and found that Swetnisha 

Trivedi had to pay dearly for her fun-loving ways. 


S he was youn^. pretty 
und cherming. She 
WHK, or h4cl been at 
(tome time or the other, 
friendly with a number 
of important politkiane 
in Bihar. Indudinit &ume 
ministers. So. when Mrs 
Swetnisha Trivedi. the 
2S'yeer*oId adopted 
daughter of Miss Re 
ieshwari Saro> Das. 
MLC and a former de* 

S uty chairman of the 
(her Legislative Coun* 
cil, died under myste* 
rious oircumstance.s in 
the early hours of 8 
May* the death did not 

£ 0 unmuiced. Instead a 
ost of ouestions were 
raised; How had Swel* 
nisha Trivedi died^ Did 
she commit suicide? Or, 
was it a case of murder’ 
If it was murder, then 
who had murdered her 
and why? Her close re¬ 
lations with both the 
ruling party and upposi- 
tion politicians were 
well known. Was she 
then murdered by 
someone who was 
scared that Swetnisha 
Trivedi, popularly 
known as Baby, might 
have some incriminat¬ 
ing evidence and might, 
at a suitable time, ex¬ 
pose him? The answers 
to some of these ques¬ 
tions ure slowly emerg* 
ing and at the time of 
writing the police are 
still Investigating the 
CUM! and the first arrest 
is yet to lie made. 
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Swernishj Trivedi: mytterious dMtti 


The news of Swet- 
niaha Trivedi'i death 
was first published in 
the 10 May edition of 
Au, a Hindi dally 
lithed from Patna. The 
short news item lim^y 
said that SwetnUoa 
Trivedi had died on $ 
May and the circumst¬ 
ances of her death were 
mysterious. Till this 
news was published 
very few people in Che 
city knew of it^not 
even the police. Only a 
handful of people in the 
Bihar Assembly secre¬ 
tariat, where Mrs 
Trivedi was working as 
a typist since 1979. nad 
heard of her death but 
none of them were sure 
of it. For, they thought, 
how could a person as 
young as Swetnisha, 
whom they had met just 
a day before her death, 
have died suddenly? 
Even when they bad 
mat her she seemed to 
be in perfect health. 
Her unexpected death, 
predictably, led to 
rumours about cir¬ 
cumstances under 
which she had died and 
it was after the news 
was published that the 
Patna police started 
making pre]jminar 7 en¬ 
quiries about the oeach 
M Mrs Trivedi. First, 
senior superintendent 
of police (SSP) of Pat¬ 
na. Mr Kishore Kunal 
enquired from police 
stations all over tu city 












K$jfshw9n Suroj Das: feigrtitig ignorance? 


Pnkash JaiswatMiBware? 


about whether a case concernini ihe 
<teath of SwetJiisha Trivedi had Been 
registered wuh them. The answer 
was no. Next. Swjtnisha*s foster 
mother, Miss Rajeshwari Saroj Dai 
was contacted and asked how she 
had died. Her explanation was sim* 
pie: her daughter, she said, had had 
a rickshaw accident some time back 
and ever since then she had been 
suffering from a pain. It was her 
surmise that it was this that had 
caused Swetnisha's death. And, as if 
to prove her point, she prodtKed a 
death certificate issued By Dr K.K. 
Jha, attached to the Assembly die 
pensary, which said that she had 
died because of '^internal haemor. 
rhage.” 

It was the death certificate, in fact, 
which first aroused Mr Kunal's suspi* 
cion. His first thought, on learning of 
the contents of the certificate, was 
that it was a bit unusual: how could a 
certificate stating internal haemor* 
rhage as the cause of death be issued 
without a post-mortem being con¬ 
ducted? And even if it was a case of 
internal haemorrhage, shouldn't a 
posC'iRortetD have Men ordered to 
confirm it? This, coupled with Miss 
Das's unconvincing explanations 
only added to the suspicion and the 
SSr decided to examine the matter 
further: he decided a post •mortem 
would have to be conducted to set 
the doubts at rest. He immediately 
contacted the district ma^trate of 
Patna, Mr Raj Kumar Sin^, and got 
the necessary permission to exhume 
the body. 

But before they went to the cemec* 
ary. Mr Kunal and Mr Singh went to 
Mr Manohar Das. the priest who had 
burled Swetnisha, to seek Ms pennia* 
Sion to exhume the hodv. (Later Mr 
Dei produced another death certifi¬ 
cate, iMed by Dr A.K. Thakur. a 


well-known physician of Fatno and 
the deputy director of the Indira 
Gandhi Institute of Cardiology. The 
certificate was issued at 4.30 am on 6 
May and the cause of death was 
given as '‘cardiac arrest.*) 
Deciding to look into the matter 
the next morning, the SS? an4 the 
DM entered the cemetery at Pirmo- 
hani, accompanied by a posse of 

E licemen at around 10 pm (Miss 
s is a Christian and therefore her 
adopted daughter was buried), the 
grave was dug open and the b^y of 
Sweenisha Trivedi exhumed. The 
body was then rushed to the Patna 
Medical CoUege Hospital (PMCH) 
where Dr D.P. Verma. professor and 
head of the department of forensic 
medicine, conducted the post¬ 
mortem. By 2 20 am on 11 May. the 
post-mortem was completed and 
within hours the body was taken 
beck to the cemetery and buried 
again. Some hours later, at 12.30 pm, 
Varma had the post-mortem re* 

K rt ready: no external injuries hed 
in found 00 the body and there 
were no signs of ioteraal haemor¬ 
rhage . The next Aep, therefore, was 
to send the viscera for examination 
to the forensic laboracoiy. In order to 
expedite matters the IGfClD) was 
contacted and on 17 May the viscera 
report was handed over to S$P Kunal 
The report confirmed his 

suspicinot Swetnitha Trivedi had 

died due to malathion poisoning. 
(Malathlon is found in pesticides 1. 
ImiDediarely, an FIR was lodged at 
the Secretariat police station and a 
case of murder registered against 
unknown persons under sections 302 
(outrder), 32B (poisoning) and 201 
(detiniciioo of evidence) of the tPC 
Once the viscera report bad been 
(Atained, the police artned with a 
search warrant, went to Misi Das' 


house at 11 Strand Road and con¬ 
ducted a search. With the excaption 
of a few sarees and an ampty purse, 
nothing else belonging to owetnliha 
was found. There was no evidence to 
suggest that she had committed 
suicide: no bottle containing 
malathion was found nor was there 
any suicide note. 

"Our first task was to find out 
whether it was suicide or murder,'* 
said Mr Kunal “From whatever evi¬ 
dence we have gathered, it is more 
likely a case of murder rather than 
suicide.* First, according to the 
police, an urbane, sophisticated 
woman like Swetnisha trivedi was 
unlikely to take malathion in order 
to kill herself (malathion has a 
strong, offensive odour and leads to 
vomiting soon after consumption; be¬ 
sides, it leads to a very Minful and 
violent death). Besides, ilit had been 
a case of suicide, some evidence, like 
a bottle of poison or a suicide note 
would have been found either by the 
police or by Miss Das (Miss Das told 
the police that she thought it was a 
natural death and that she had not 
found anything near her bed or in 
the house to s^iggest that it was a 
case cf suicide). Again, the people 
who had met her a day before her 
dea;*^ say that she did not appear to 
be pensive and in fact, they say, she 
seemed her nocmabjovial self, rinal- 
ly, if she had taken poison herself, 
why had no doctor t^en called till 
four am (Dr K.K. Jha reached 11 
Strand Road at around 4 am) when 
she had died even chough both Miss 
Das and her servants nave stated 
that Swetnisha seemed to be in 
agony from about midnight to about 
4 pm when she died. Had no one in 
the household found it necessary to 
call a doctor when Swetnisha was 
Bcraaming with pain? Mist Das hat 





friends in the Assembly said. *'Sh€ 
used to often send the peon to the 
Assembly dispensary to ^et Mandrex 
tablets for her. We used to plead 
with her not to take drugs, but she 
never listened.” In spite of her fim* 
loving ways, her friends in the 
Assembly testify to the fact that she 
was a frank and Jovial person. Said 
Meena Rani, who had joined the 
Assembly secretariat alone with 
Swetnisha, ''She was never afraid of 
anyone. If she did not like anyone 
she used to make it abundantly 
clear. Besides, ^he always 
lauding and joking: no one could 
feel that she was unhappy." 

Yet, at four am on H May. when Dr 
K.K. Jha entered 11 Strand Road, he 
found Swetnisha lying on a cor in the 

S round floor of the house, her face 
istorted in pain. Kven without feel* 
ing her pulse, he knew she was dead. 
There were no signs (»f vomiring 
anywhere around the cot and. 
according to him. Miss Das told hini 
that ever since she had a rickshaw 
accident some time hack she had 
been compUining of pain. She had. 
therefore, not taken much notice 
when Swetnisha had started scream* 
ing in pam at around one am on 8 
May. Aher examining Swcinisha cli* 
nicallvthc doctor concluded that she 
had Jied due to internal haeinor* 
rhage and accordingly issued a death 
certificate. Here the mystery thick¬ 
ens. If Dr K.K. Jha had iMucd n 
death ceriificmcat four am why then 
was another certificate obtained at 
4.30 am from Dr A.K. Thakur? Miss 
Das has not till the time of writing, 
provided a .satisfactory reply to this. 
Hilt is nut ail. According to the 

S lice, who have been verifying Miss 
s' statements, a number of other 
things that Miss Das had told them 
do not make sense. For instance, 
after Miss Das tuld (he police that 
Swetnlsha was the daughter of Jas* 
want Trived) of Daltongunj, it was 
discovered that no person by that 
name lived in Daltonguni ac around 
the time when Sweinisha was 
adopted. When the police informed 
Miss Das about this, she narrated 
another sto^ on l^May. She told the 
oolice that ^wetnisha was in fact the 


said that Swetnlsha often suffered 
from headaches and thought that 
this could be one of those things and 
therefore did not pay much attention 
to it. The police, however, are not 
convinced by this explanation. Was 
Miss Daa hiding something? And 
more intriguing, why had two death 
certificates been obtained? 


gC^^lease leave me alone, I have 
X noth me to say,** Miss Rajesh* 
wari Das told this correspondent, 
hiding her taco behind a newspaper, 
“Why do you think I am involved in 
all this? { am a respectable lady." 
Sevenryyearold Rajeshwari Saroj 
Das, indeed has an impressive past. 
Miss Das joined the Congress in 
1936. at a time when the strug^e for 
independence was at its pe». She 
has been elected to the Bihar Assam* 
bly twice from Palamau district: in 
19S2 from Utari constituency and in 
19f)7 from Garhwa constituency. Be* 
sides, she hes been elected thrice to 
the Legislative Council (in 1962. 
1968 and 19741 on a Congress ticket. 
In 1976, she became the deputy 
chairman of the Legislative Council 
and is now an MI.C. 

According to Miss Das she adopted 
Swetnishe as a child in Daltongunj. 
Swetnisha, she sold, was the daugh* 
ter of one Mr Jaswant Trivedi of 
Radma village in Daltongunj and 
was born on 2 November 19S9. Miss 
Das used to fre^enily visit the 
Trivedis as Mrs irivedi was her 
friend. It was on one of her visits to 
their house that Miss Das, who has 
remained a spinster, decided to 
adopt Swetnisha. Since then. Swet* 
nisha has lived with Miss Das. 

Swetnisha, from her childhood, 
was nut very interested in her stu* 
dies and it is not surprising, there* 
fore, that her formal education en* 
ded ac matric. In 1974. the year she 
passed her matric examination, she 
also got married tu a mini bus oper¬ 
ator in Bokaro, Prakash Jaiswal. It 
was a Ibve marriage and, according 
to Mr Jaiswal. his parents did have 
some objections to the marriage. 
However, Prakash Jaiswal. soon af¬ 
ter his marriage, left Bokaro and 
came to live with his parents in 
Patna (JaiswaPs father runs a sports 
goods business in the city), owet- 
nisha too shifted with her husband to 
the small house where her in*Uws 
lived Used to living in comfort with 
her foster mother. Swetnisha found 
it increasingly difficult to live in a 
cramped atmosphere with her four 


SSP Xune/. breve ef/ort _ 

sisters-m law and her parents*in*law. 

It was around this time that her 
initial differences with her husband 
began. She. however, stayed on with 
her husband all the while working in 
a travel agency in Patna By 1979. 
Mrs Swetnisha Jaiswal (nee Trivedi) 
had become the mother of two chil* 
dran. It was also tb« time that she 
decided to move out of her in*Jaw$' 
house and slay with her foster 
mother. She left her job with the 
travel agency and in September 
1979. joined tne Assembly secreter* 
iai es a telephone operator. That was 
the time when Karpoori Thakur's 
Janata government was in power and 
Tripurari Prasad Singh was the 
speaker. There were IS applications 
for the five vacancies and signifi* 
cantly. among the applications re- 

C :ted were those of two ladies who 
d 'formal training as telephone 
operators. None of those who were 
selected were qualified telephone 

S rators. And Swetnisha Trivedi 
• was the least qualified, was 
placed on top of the list of selected 
candidates. 

Given the background that fhe was 
the adopted daughter of a prominent 
politician in Bihar and that she work* 
ed in the Assembly, it is not surpris¬ 
ing. therefore, that she should de¬ 
velop friendly relations with politi¬ 
cians. And this she did; not only was 
she friendly with politicians, sbe is 
known to rave shared intimate rela- 
tionsnips with a number of them, 
including some deputy ministers in 
the present government. Said a rul¬ 
ing party MLA. "We all knew her as 
a nin-loving person, and I personally 
know a number of MPs used to 
regularly date her. She was fond of 

. __ drinks and was a regular visitor tq 

An EXCLUSIVE rspOrt leading hotal in tha city." But alco* 
n hol wos HOI tHt ooW thing that 

By ARUN SHOURIB Swetmsba was fond of; ^ten sbe 

used to take drugs. As one of her 






and was admitted at 4.15 Dtp. "She 
seemed normal ro me and insisted 
that she had not taken any drugs. But 
the other two people said that she 
had taken four Mandrax cablets. 

Anyway, we had a.routine stomach 
wash Then something strange hap* 
pened. Shortly after the stomach 
wash the lights in the hospital went 
off. At around 6 pm when the lights 
came on we found that the three of 
them had disappeared." Why? Was 
the entire episode preplanned in 
order to prove that Swetnisha had 
sukidal tendencies? 

Assuming iliiit it was a case of 
murder, as the isolice tend to think, 
then who coulu have committed it 
and wh>^ h is l>c1ieved that Swer- 
nUhu had in her pussas^ion a number 
of piiotographs of many important 
politicians m cumpromising posh 
tions wnh her. Wus Swetnisha black* 
mailing anyone or was someone 
simply apprehensive that khe was 
likely 10 do ho? Kesides, she had 
amorous relations with a number of 
people. Is It possible that a lealousor 
u jilted lover, unable to bear this, 
decided to kill her? Then, why is in the state? Though SSP Kunal says 
Miss Das being reticent in providing char he has reasonable evidence lo 
the (Milice with information’ Again, make arrests, he has been stopped 
is piehxiiro being applied to stall from doing so by his superiors, who 
further invesrigation of the case, claim ihai the evidence is “insuffi* 
which could, m any case, bring to cient." However, an early arrest 
light the various romantic invoke* could prove beneficial ro the inves* 
menis of Swetnisha with some VIPs ligation. 

Swermshd’s Iftnly being exAumed ar the Prrmohani remerery the beginning 


A.X. TViekur; "ear disc arrerr 


Dr K.K Jh9: misfed.’ 


Meanwhile, some ruling party 
politicians are apprehensive aliout 
the scandals which the invesiiga* 
tiuns could .unearth, effectively put* 
ting an end to their polnical careers. 
As a deputy minister lold this curres* 

C oridenr, ** Juhi because some people 
ave had close relations with Swet* 
nisha. it does nor mean that they 
have a hand in the murder. Bur if the 
police continue to dig into the nasrs 
of these politicians who they think 
were close to her and then inform 
the press, then they will be 
finished." Then, he anxiously asked. 
"U my name on the list of people 
who are likely lo be arrested?” 

On 2S May, the mystery surround* 
ing the death ol Swetnisha Trivcdi 
cleared marginally when iwn police 
witnesses. Nirbhay, an A. N. College 
student who used to live in the 
uuthouseof Mihs Das' bungalow und 
Trishul Kumar, a leloplione iiperator 
in the Post and Telegraph depart* 
menr. repoitedly claimed before the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate of Patna 
High Court that Mr K.tghubar Jha, a 
Youth Congressfl) leader and the 
son of the Speaker of the Bihar 
Assembly, Mr Kudhanandan Jha. 
was allegedly involved in the murder 
of Swetnisha. The other people who 
were dose to Swetnisha. according 
to the witnesses, were the state 
minister for jails. Pram Narain Oarh 
wal and deputy minister 
Karuneshwar. These witnesses re* 
portedly stated that Mr Dudh Nath 
Wswun, the chief whip of the Con* 
gressdi legislative party had played 
4 role in taking Swetnisha to PMCH 
on 7 May where her stomach was 
washed. The witnesses spoke to the 
CJM of Patna High Court in camera, 
rboogh no arrests have been made 
so far, the police net seems to be 
closing in slowly and it is perhaps a 
matter of time before the culprits 
are apprehended. 


TSurvmn’D A DUQ nv VOTCUKTA KTTrP APT ITTAM AM 






T he tension between ihc Hin- ihe firing took piece er six pm on 13 
dus and Muslims of Malur May. In facu tnc Congre>s(l) MLA 
that was simmering, sur- left only the next da^ ostensibly on 

faced on the night of U the advice of the police officers who 

May. A violent mob led by felt that his presence would only 
the RSS militants attacked the Mus* auravate the situation further, 
lirns. ransacking their houses and Though there is an effort to exatgcr* 
damaging public property. Two days ate the role of the Congress(T) in 
later, the police had to open fire on a sparking trouble, the fact remains 
lOOO-strong mob when it attacked 4hat the mob had turned violent and 

the police, leaving five dead and were in any case violating prohibi* 

over SO tnJured. the incident im> tory orders under section 144. that 
mediately aonned a political colour haj been clamped in Malur in the 
as the crucial Kanakapura byelec* wake of the 11 May arson and 
lion was a few days away. looting. 

A Janata minister told this corres* While the incident has become 
ponoent that the riots were sparked shrouded in politick complexities, a 
off by group rivalry between the crucial fact appears to have got sub* 

E ra sent Congrassd) MLA of Malur. merged. Mr o.N.H. Murthy. DIG. 

Ir A. Na^aj, and the ex*Con£resi<l) sotitnem range, told this correspon* 
MLA, Mr r N. Reddy Soon a tier the dent who visited Malur the morning 

riots erupted, an eniouraga of state after the firing that, had not the 

and union ministers visited Malur to police resorted to finng, there would 
assuage the fears of the Muslims, nave be^ a communal clash that 
While the Janata ministers left the would have left several dead. He 
scene soon after. Mr C.K. Jaffer disclosed that the police had re- 

Sharief. the union minister of state sorted to firing only when the mob 

for railways, and the Congrestfl) armed with clubs aad/arhfs tried to 
MLA, Mr Nagraj were present when push their way into one of the lanes 

Shops dsmsged by rioters in Mstar: debris of bate 


(hat led to a Muslim locality. It is 
clear that the Malur incident is more 
communal than political in comple* 
xioQ. On scrutinising the episode in 
Its entirety, one is forced to strike 
the familar discordant chord—the 
diabolical role of the RSS 
About three months ago a hariian 
woman was raped by three Muslim 
youths. More than the criremal. it 
was (he communal aspect of the 
issue that caused a furore in Malur. 
The Muslim leaders themselves were 
of the view that the culprits should 
not be allowed to go scot-free. The 
accused were arrested and are in the 
process of being charge*sheeted. 
Again on 6 May. there was an 
'alleged molestation* of a Hindu girl 
by a Muslim boy. This partiemar 
incident has been cited as (ha ‘offl* 
cial' subterfuge fur unleasing com* 
munal fury against the Muslims by 
the Hindus. But thk molestation 
charge has been grosaly exaggerated 
by the Hindu militants to suit their 
own ends. The SP of Kolar. Mr M.K. 
Sri vesta va, told this correspondent 
that the couple concerned knew each 


Malur riots: The RSS, again 


In February it was Bijopur ond Bellory. In Moy it wos Malur. In just about 150 days since 
the first Janoto government come to power, Komotoko hos witnessed three mojor riots. 
ANITA PRATAP, while trocking the events leading to the Malur riots, detects o common 
threod running through all of them: it is the RSo, working to destobilise the ionotc 

government. • 




















otiMr well ^nce they were studeots 
of the same coUege. The boy, web* 
ably carried away by his ardour, 
caught hold of the girTs hand. The 
'mofefUtton* ended ri^ht there. The 
boy wai arrested but released after 
an adoionitiun as he and his father 
apolo^sed and also because the 

S ri's Kiher was not keen on pressing 
e charges. 

But fur the Hindu militaats the 
incident provided the stick to beat 
the Muslims with. An RSS meeting 
was held near the Shenkaranaravan 
Swamy temple of Malur on 11 May. 
(Of course, the RSS denies that it 
had convened the meeting, but the 
people who participated included 
notorious euna leaders and men with 
established R$S leanings.) While the 
eiders at the meeting felt that a 
peaceful approach should be 
adopted to curb the libidinous and 
such other tendencies of the Muslim 
youth, the Hindu militanu and 
youn^ters present insisted on re* 
taiiatjun. The policemen who had 
been posted to cover the gathering 
reported to their superiors that the 
speeches delivered at the meeting 
were inflammatory and that they 
could instigate violence. 

The local police were aware of the 
fact that communal trouble brewing 
in Malur could erupt an the night oi 
11 May. On hearing of the RSS 
meeting, Mr B. Mohammed Munir, 
municipal councillor and Mr Naair 
Khan along with two other Muslim 
leaders had gone all the way to Kolar 
TO warn the sP of impending trouble 
and sought protKtion. The eP made 
prompt arrangements and bv six pm 
that very day, the DSP and tFie circle 
inspector along with a police force 
arrived at Malur. 

Trouble erupted almost ini* 
mediately after toe meeting ended. 
The youngsters organised them¬ 
selves into seven or eight groups of 
60 each and went on ranwage. The 
incident exposed the inefficiency of 
the local police. The government 
admitted tne failure ot the local 
police CO tackle the situation. As the 
rioting threatened to assume the 
dimensions of a carnage, Mr Munir 
rang up the SP and aslc^ for addi* 
lional reinforcements to quell the 
riot. The 8P arrived within an hour 
and in the next ten minutes the 
situation was brou^t under control. 
Bui in the one*and-a*balf hours of 
rioting, extensive damage was 
wrought to Muslim properep. Mr G. 
Chandrasekhar, the tahsildar of 
Malar, told SuntAV that the revenue 
department had estimated the loas at 
around Rs 4.62 lakhs. 

The RSS infiltrated into Malur 
about four years ago. In ^e last two 
years, their activities had gained 
momentum. There hes been a regu¬ 
lar paychoJogictl warfare against tne 
Muslims lor the last seven months, 
making the Muslims feel increasing* 
ly insecure. The RSS has three 
anaJcAas la Malur raiuk, one in Malur 
town, one in Kupur and one in Keaer* 



M. NMreJ, ibt KSS feeder of Melur 
vpreadrng poi%on 

kcre Mr M, Nagaraj (3$), owner of 
the Radhakrishna time factory, wbo 
has been a member of the RSS for 
the last 18 yaars. is the Malur tmjuk 
'vyaverr/ra promukh' (planning 
chief) of the R$$. Dnlls. attended by 
about 100 persons are conducted 
every morning between four am and 
six am. Under Na|araj*s leadership 
the RSS in Malur nas Men growing 
in influence and following. 

On the afternoon of 1) May. fol* 
lowers of Mr Nagaraj stormed into 
the police station and demanded the 
release of Narayan Reddy alias Mup* 
pel Reddy and Murugesh, who were 
among the SO persons chat the police 
had arrested in connection with the 
rioting. When the senior police offic* 
ers refused to obl^e them, they M 
with threats of *dirc con^uences.* 
The mob began congregating outside 
the tempW a few hours uter. As 
minutes ticked by, the inflamed mob 
began to get out of control, culminat* 
ing in the police firing. 

Talking to Sunuay Hii Munir de* 
lineated a series of saiall incidents 
that bad been tafing place ih the 
recent past which fnled the local 
Muslims with fear. The Hindu 
youngsters bad been of late taunting 
the Muslims with macabre state* 
ments such as» *'Why are you all 
infestiAg our homeland. Co away to 
Pakastan. If you don't we will butch* 
er^u and pack you off to Pakistan.” 

Mr Munir alao recounted as epi¬ 
sode that took place on the morning 
of 11 May that could have been the 
poaaible reason behind the commun¬ 
al violence. A Hindu barber, Anji, 
had gone to a Muslim butcher, 
Mohammad Tajuddin. to boy mut 
ton. An altercation ensued over tbe 
ereeence of a bone in the mutton. 
The barbm* refused lo take the meat 


and left only to retwB with about 
eight goendas who a^vaed the butch¬ 
er soundly. Thuodenni that the Mus¬ 
lims were cheating tha Hindus, the 
hand left swearing to take revenge. 
The rioting took place tfae same 
night. 

Mr Nagaraj on his pan charged 
that tha Muslims bad perperratad 
atrocities againat the Hindus. '‘For 
ooa*and*a*hmf years we have toler¬ 
ated their black deeds. On 11 May 
some of tbe youngsters lost their 
patience." On being asked to specify 
the enmes committed by the Mut* 
Urns, Mr Nagarai referred to the rape 
and molestation incidenu. When it 
was pointed out to him that in the 
rape case action had been taken 
■gainst the accused and that charges 
(u iDolestetion had been dropped on 
the request of the girri lather, 
Nagaraj stubbornly mainiaioed that 
"there are a lot of incidents that 
have made us angry.” When ex¬ 
horted once again to be vpecific, he 
cited the instance of the Muslims 
obtaining a stay order on a piece of 
land that ailagedly beloogeo to the 
potters community. Nagaraj could 
come up with no other incident. One 
left him with (he impression of a 
bigoted man who could not even 
rummage cogent excuses for stoking 
(he embers that had culminated In 
the communal conflagration of II 
May. The police as well as the Mus¬ 
lim lea ders id an t if y h im os one of the 
mam provocators with Mr Munir 

B eing to (he extent of alleging that 
agaraj had been heard inciting tbe 
mob 00 the fateful night (o "get 
kerosene and set the lorries on fire." 

Communal tension was markedly 
absent prior to (he advent of the RSo 
in Malur. One particular incident 
illustrates this. About eight years 
ago, a Muslim had kept a Hindu 
woman as his concubine. This had 
generated a lot of controversy in tha 
town, but at no time were there any 
unseemly incidents between the Hin¬ 
dus and the Muslims. Mr B.A. 
Narayanaswamy. state convenor 
the backward classes wing of tha 
Janata Party, iold this correspon¬ 
dent at Malur that communal tension 
was the product of an unholy union 
of RSS activists and Mr Narayan 
Reddy, who in Mr Narayanaewaniy's 
vrords represent "a Udrd political 
force." (Ot 


iiher than the Janata and 
The (Jongress-I.) According to the 
people, fteddy, who is a municipal 


ipi 

councillor, U a ringleader who has 
the dubious distinction of pitting one 
community against the other. 

With regular patrolling and the 
requjsiuoning of six platoons of 
Armed Reserve Police, toe situation 
in Malur has more or less been 
brought under control But it is clear 
that this is a temporary cease-fire. 
Mr Munir quotes an alleged (hreat 
held out by a rabid Hindu militant to 
(he Muslims of Malur; "How long do 

a u think the police wLU be around? 
ten they leave, we will finish you 




nH'ty<0 bt hano«d In snotrwr 
I houm The hanomtn'i nool# w«$ 


I houm The hangmtn'8 nool# w«$ 
rMoy. Ttm iwo hmn^man. Kau flim 
ind Fakir*, had alraMy amvad. Ona of 
Iham waa a atandOy lor tha oOiar. Kanar 
Singh, 67, and L/jagar Sm^. dO. had 
only urHti dawn to thamsaivas, In sum* 
mr hargino takaa placaatSamandfn 
wintar, an nour lafar. 

At 3.30 pm on Saturdw, 7 May. iha 
aupahnianOani of the Tihar |tii. Mr 
Ramachandfan, lad ua down ttw corh- 
dor dividino lh«aa^ fooking death rows 
on either sue. We were m ward 16. On 
each side of tha comdor were eight cells 
with thair heavy black iron doors Dotted. 
Barely 100 yards away were the gal¬ 
lows: It Is a short walk for the corida- 
mnM pnsoners from iheir calls to death 
For the doctor, the magrstrate and me 
jail superintendent It waa a nwtme )oo to 
see that the condemned prisooera were 
hanged to death Superintendent 
fUmachandran had already witr>eseed 
32 axecubons: ha was among me three 
persons who saw 6dla and Fwnga ai^ve 
lor the Iasi lime. 

When we first taw Kanar Smgh, he 
was eti.ttch»hg the bars of his ceiis. 

e resjmaOfy expecilng hit family mam- 
srs 10 call on him for a flr^ rneeting. 
The Beur>d of our footefeps had evident¬ 
ly alerted him. But when he found that 
we were not the people he was expect¬ 
ing. ta bent down to pick up a book: the 
5ukhmanf Sahrp. A copy of the 
Aamaywnt was lying next to it. Spread 
on a whtia enamelled piate was some 
sand-hka granular substance. K was 
prated, I will go on distributing this hU I 
am hanged," ne saw rather wistfully. 

Ramachandran introduced us to Kar- 
tar Singh as hts tnends. 'Thay will ask 
you quastions. Vou can talk to tham 
freely ..Aarem say, sfmnu $$/. ." he 
said. Kanar Singh nodded aru said: 
heachchAr (OK) ‘ He had not slept 
Since 30 April, the daythe Mck warrant 
was sgned after the Kreaident rejected 
his mercy petition. His bloodshot eyea 
Ma vacant look. On his face he had a 
four-day stubble The wfvte khadi kune 
and pgama he was waanng was crum¬ 
pled and baginning to grey. 


SPECIAL REPORT 


e : Do you stiU Hmvo hope? 
A; <I^kmg at (he super¬ 
intendent) Bus (well), it 
all depends on you...be¬ 
cause you are mother, 
(acae(...<i?e 0 ac/iandren: laese peo- 
pte are here ro hear youl Laun bap^ 
that you have come. But my brain 
has for the last four days has become 
such, sabib, as if, it had already left 
this world. But as long as I breathe, t 
will have to have hope... 

Q: Art you a rtligiova parson? 
Wntt Is the book vou are holdute? 


Whet Is the book you are holding? 

A: This is our wutke (holy bookX 
the BulrBmani Sanib ki jo uurbeni. 
Q: When are you fnm? 

A: Multan...We used lo hve in 
Bharatpur district. We are Sikbi. but 
hive not kept our Jhai (hair). ..We 
used to keep Ion* hair earlier but not 

DOW. 

0: Did you do paatta (reedini from 
holy bockt) before? Oris it iiter you 


‘We w 


ill] 


Dr N.S. Join, ofomous eye surgeon of Delhi, who wos having an 
them to kill his wife Vidyo. The hired killers, Kartor Singh and Ujog 
was coming out of her Defence Colony residence. A Delhi court se 
the courts they pleoded for clemency to the*Presldent. The Presk] 
MADHU JAIN went to Tihor jail to fiiKl out how the condemned pi 

the news: the Supreme Court hod stoyed th 




•u 


came to the jeii that you staned 
doing sof 

A: NO. we used to read earlier also. 
But after Iicame herddhyan ho geya 


K more absorbed). I used to read 
tanna e bit, but I really learnt to 
read i| here. Hie kartmcnaris (jail 


read ii bere. Toe karaadtaris ()au 
offkials) here keep givin* u$ boMa 
So slowly I begun to Team. After all. 
we have so much time to ourselves. 


0: Whar was the iest night like? 
Ar Janaeb, how can I tell you> Yeb 


Ar /anaab. how can I tell you> Veb 
dam nikla hi nakin. I am alive, that's 


g* Did you have good sleep? 

A; No. 1 get veiy hctle sleep since 
we came here (death rmv) on the 
second of Ihir month. 


Q: Why did you kdJ Afrs 7a/n.^ 
A: Abjanaab aite beat to bhagwan 


A: Abjanaab else baat to bhagwan 
jaaner (well,.such a thing, only God 
would know). The persons who are 
really responsible, (he doctor (0|r 
Jain), that woman (Mn ^mnna) and 
Kaushik... woh to epoa aish kar nhay 
hain (they are bavine • good time- 
> ..But. we poor doom... 


} ..But. we poor people... 

Q: How did rou feel when you 
leant that Dr fain and Mrs Sbarma 
wen only giaen life impriaoaaeot 
and you, xm death senteoct? 

A; At first all of u$ were sentenced 
CO 20 years of imphsoameat. Laier, 
we two were given tbe death Seht- 
encp. The othm will be released 
shortly., .But if the govenjoeot lakes 
our good behaviour in the jail into 
consideration we may also be re¬ 
leased. If the karaatcharis can get 
our death sentence commuted tbeo 
we will be out before them. 


Q: Have you met Dr Jain after yow 
coovtcrioe? 


A: Not since we were given death 
sentence. Before ^t, yes. 

Q: And Mrs Sharma? 

A: No. We have no taluk fnochioj 


A: No. We have no taluk (nochiog 
to do) with ber. 

Q: Can you sleep well la this cell? 
A: How cafi P When a man has 


A: How cafi P When a mas has 
death staring at him. bow will sleep 
come? 


Q: Do you dream? 

At Of course. Whenever 1 get a 
wink of deep, a cuiresi Uke electric¬ 
ity passes toroufb mv body. That is 
whM 1 say, rauM... Never agam. Zf 
God ptnajts, I will tall my cnildrea 
not to go anywhere aev such a aafi. 



Xanar SfngA and Ufagwr Singh: to the 3 


Q: Mfbat man? 

A: The one who does bad things. 
The one who breaks law. I will tell 
my children to remain four steps 
away from such people. 

Q: How much money did you aka 
to m Mrs Jala? 

A: Nothing. What money? Now 
that 1 am about to die. why would J 
not say so if 1 bad taken even one 
Jmun' (a single pnise). 

Q: So, you stiu seem ro insist that 
you ^d not kill Jain. Wiat^ tha 
truth? 

A: They did it ..The doctor and 
ChandresD and Kaushik. ..They did it 
and wa poor people are being 
puaisbed. 

Q: Then how d/d you gat iaroJvud 
in tha murder? 

A: He, oa. We ward with our Bha* 
glrath (a co-accusad). That is why we 
came to Delhi and got mbred up in 
tbe cast. 

















[; to live’ 


fair with a married woman, Mrs Chondresh Shormo, hod hired 
Singh, occomDiished the tosk on 4 December 1973, o$ Mrs Join 
need them to death in \ 976. Having failed to get a reorieve from 
t refused to pardon them. Hours before they were to be hanged 
sners felt And while she wos talking to the Singh brothers come 
executions for ten weeks. Her report: 





O: Wh0t W9rt wu ^oing bthn gV 

thSt? 

A: ZgatAJidari We htd some tand; 
we were caJtiveiing. 

Q: How mBBy children do you 
hsvo? 

A: Two girls. 

0: Whoa did you moot thuai tMSt? 
A: It bee been a long time. My 
brother etui one of my cousins came 
whm 1 was ill and brought medidoe. 
That too was ages ago. 
g.* Hmvo you nkoa any food? 

A; No. there is some omk. there is 
everytmoi. but... 

J : How about tho praiad? 

; This has come from my house. 
When I took out all my belongUgs 
today, I found it. So 1 thought that 
today I would go on dismbucing 
prasad to our Buftiims, tha kartna* 
charts. 

O: Are you ifrtid of doothf 
Ju- Who ta not afiild of daatht 


are 

am 


Even the mighoeet ol the mighty 
afraid. I am a small fry. Yes> I 
frightened. 

(Al thia point an ofllcial weHca In with a 
eheef oi papers sealed by rad wax on 
thorn and announces Now. Kartar 
Smgh. an order has come. .The Sup* 
reme Court has said that you tMl fKrt ba 
har>Qed now. Siienee. It lakes a tew 
momen ta for this news to roolster on 
Kartar&ngh ThenNaeyeshpmup.Hia 
to&f rsiaxea. The tension on hla face 
disippears Sut hie hands be<^ to 
esmbie. Kanar Singh profueeiv nanka 
the officers who brought the nmvs and 
aN those wourto him. Then, tummg to 
toe (111 superintendent, he aaya; 
karamcharr ho. aapkay khaandan our 
bochchoo ko thi horn dhifiyobod dotov 
horn (you \oi officers, t alao toarw aN 
your family and children).] 




Will you raJre prasad now? 


m you t 

i: No. 1 will distribute thN. My 
heart was saying that I would con* 
tinue to mve praw until tomorrow. 
1 know ^ the running around that 
the konadtoris have done for ui. 

Q: Did you ever meet Bill* and 
Rmga? 

A: They were here when we came 
but they scay^ away from us. We 
did & 0 I belong to their society or had 
their chaian (ways). We met, but 
never talked to each other. 

Q: Do you rfunk rhar rhe murder 
era should be bonded? 

At Zeroor (of course). But, within 
six months or an year. Not after tea 
or fifteen years... 

We. toon, rnovad on to The next can 
¥&mro Kartar Singh'a brodw U|aw 

a was todgod. He was not fM of 
ig or praying : there was rtone of 
the books tra wa saw in Kartar Singh's 
cel. Hto look was more imense er>d 
direct. When auperlnlendent 
Ramachandnn asked him if he hid 
heard of the order (meaning to# order 

Staying exacuttop), uiOir Skigh werrt 
off it a tangent and ssh. *Yea. t heard 
of tola, toe day bafora....No. the day 
batora torn day we knmM toai we were 
brought here b be hanged' 

G : Whaa did you coma ro kaom of 
tha. day you art going r» bo 


haogtd? 

A: T^ree dm ago. 1 kaow that aU 
'tfaoea who bad oeen banged whlla we 


were here, were allowed to meet 
their relatives on a Saturdv for the 
last tine— and on tha following 
moniirtg they were banged. Bilk, 
Range, uarairi—all of uitm. 

Q: Whot are those Hags tor? (Ht 
had two on hir /ingars: one of eham 
made of some cIpAp rod stooo, the 
other a copper rug with a blue atone 
mounted at the centre.) 

Ar Somebody gave them to me. He 
said that the stones would bring 
luck. I have been wearing them for a 
month and a half, hoping some good 
will come of them. 

Q; Do you think you can boat tha 
gallows? 

A: Cod willing. We have been in 
lai] so long, we should not be hanged 
now. Dr Jain end Mrs Shame are 
really the pertoni responsible for 
the whole thing. The police are keep' 
ing US here thinking we bad taken 
kiriya (money for lulling). Aur w^ 
kirava bhi hamen nahin mila haio 
(end we did not even receive the 
money). Those two who were with us, 
Bhagirath and Xaushik were the 
ones 10 take the kiraya. They ware to 
eve us Rs 2000. We only came with 
them, that was all. 

Q: Did the murder taka placa in 
front of you? 

A: Well, we went to Mrs Jain's 
residence. But 1 do not know any* 
thing more. Later from witnesses we 
came to know that the murder did 
not take piece where the police said 
It did. It took place inside the house 
in one of the rooms on the first floor. 
Some say, it took place elsewhere. 
The other man was rich. Nobody lei 
our lawyer be beard. Wa are stupid 
men. We don't uoderstand anything. 
It was our nisforiune that we got 
involved in this. 

0: Why did you than coma to 
Delhi? 

A; We only knew that we had to go 
with this man and see somethin 
Q: Then you went to the pfaca 
where Mrs Jain was murdered. 

A: Yei. After that we heard that a 
woman had been murdered. We did 
not kill. 

Q: Were you in the taxi in which 
the killers escaped? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you meer Mrs Shama? 

A: I don^t know how magy tunes or 
where the man with us met her. But, 
we were taken around all over the 
place like mad dogs. The result: we 
are now suffering, our children art 
now paying for our indiscretion. 

g.* Now many children do you 
hare? 

At Four girls and one b^. The 
eldest girl died and her two children 
■Iso are now ours. We have, of 
course, lost our lend. 

Q: Did you ever tell Dr Uin that 
you have oaan wroog^ impliceted in 
cha murdar? 

A: Yes. many timas.-Ua told us to 
keep ouiet. He promised to see to 
everything... kharcht wanha <ax* 
peases etc). He took care of our 
expenses during trial. But be 




















WHat wiU they Hang, 
live eoroses?* 


Mrs CHANDRESH SH ARMA tells Sunday 


Mrs Chaodresh Sharma was not aR cas«. NutavenPresidem Kenoa^y's 
(hal koen lo lalk lo the press H«r ay>a<isiis4tii>n wogld have koi so 
disdain for journalists was evident much publicity as the Vidya Jain 
when she was brought jnio the tootn of case. The news was on the BBL. It 
the ass I el ant DIG drpfisor>s. Her care* was in the S«w York Timet, and all 
fufly plucked puckered eyebrows, in the papers, 
disapproval Keariv ten years in jail Whvn tSid you Inst meet Dr 

might have aged her but when she Jam’ 

er^fered the roorn wearing a ptnK kufin A: Over seven years ago, when 1 
over a pair of Irousers It was clear that laxne back from Ludhiana )ail I 
she could stilMaunch quite a few ships, could not even recocnise him. K 
Mrs Sharma agreed to talk only when this Dr Jain. I thought. Life here 
she was told about ihe Supreme Court has^beci>me so abnormal that the 
order offering a temporary reprieve to brain become<... the personality 
Karlar Singh and Uiaqar Sir^h changes. 

Q: tUve you ever boon out mt 

O r WhM c'o you think of the stny paro/e.’ 

itrdvi? Ai Nu. Once foolishly 1 said that if 

A. TJu> present methods are I go nut 1 would never come hack 
cruel. Sunil Rutra killed a govern- 0: Do you have any children? 
mvcit employee and got only a life A: Yes. a son. While I have been 
sentence. The merev petihun of here, there have been seven or 
these men (Kariar < v - * *i eight deaths in the 


would not let us speak N<ir would 
our lawyer. They made ik niuti, jnise 
ko nnsha pi In rakkhn ho iun if we 
have been put under ^edHiKuii 

Q: But. there mum be ev;- 
derree ngsinsf ,v<iu or ehe how could 
you be convicud'-' 

Bad^heoh (my c>m{>«'roi»i, there 
was no proof agninsr uh. Wc were not 
involved in any of these things made 
out against ij*>. I had ricviT tx^en lo a 
jail before. 

Q: How uhouf voiir brother? 

A: Once or fwke. Feunhii me jail 
ueyey thvv (had been to jail on 
criminal charges). 

(At this point superintandani 
Ramachandran interrupts the Sup* 
feme Court has giver) a slay order 
aayirsg that you will not be hanged..." 
Oiagar Smgh does not appear sur- 

K nsed. He may have heard of this when 
IS brother was beir>g informed about 
this "6dhuf DhnnyabM (many thanks) 
Th«iks 00 behalf of my chifdren " he 
says, addressing no one m particular. 
Then he turns towards u$ and says: 
"You are God for us...We will always be 
grateful to you.* To Ramachandran. he 
says: "Now that you have told me Ihis, I 
will be able to breathe a little more 
freely, otherwise I did rtot hr>ow what i 
was saying You see, l canr^ot eat 
anything. 1*hi8 Is the fourth day I have 
not eaten, if I take any water or milk I 
vomit immediately.") 

Q: Do you pray? 

A: A little. I learnt to read here. 
Sunil Batra (another condemned 
prisoner). Gi>d bless him. has taught 
us some Hindi. 1 manage to put 
together some broken words to sing 
the couplets on Durga and Hunuman. 

Q: I2p you think you will hare a 
sound sleep tonight? 

A: Yea. You have given our lives 
back to us. Even if they do hang us 
tomuirow, we will at least il^p 
tonight. 

Q: Do you want anything else? 

A: I would like to get my daughter 
married, 1 don't care whom she is 
married to, whether it is in a good 
famUy or a bad one. 1 cannot put my 
mind at rest unless she is married 
My son can take care uf himaeU.i 
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is ncTcr Itanged 


Supreme Court lowyer GOBINDA MUKHOTY tells Sunday 


Sow thmt the Supreme Court 
^hes steyed the ex#cutfofl« of 
J&rar Sutgh end Vjafiar Sinpx^ is it 
poesiWo that this mifht ultmately 
seed to the abolition of capita] 
punishment? 

A: Well, it is very difficult lo say. 
Our Uw9 cleerly stale that wboev^ 
commits murder shall be punished 
with death or imprUcmmenc for Life. 
A person sentenced to death or life 
imprisonment is. of course, eocided 
to know the reasons why he has 
been given the senteoce: the judtt 
has to state the reasons clearly. 
And there must be 'special reasons' 
for awarding a death sentence. The 
constitutionel validity of the capit* 
al punishment was never in ois* 
pute. If there was any. it was set at 
rest in I960 when the Punjab 
High Court upheld the death sent* 
ence awarded to Bachchan Our 
case is that hanging a person is a 
cruel and abnormaT dimg and so 
this must be done away with. We 
have been challenging capital 
punishment before the courts on 
rhls ground; we did it In the cases of 
Kanar Singh and Ujaaar Sin^. We 
did it while pleading lor Sunil Bat* 
ra. Of the five judges in the Sup* 
feme Court bench which heard the 
case only one. Justice Bhagwati, 
initially, did not endorse the death 
sentence awarded to Sunil Batra. 
Later, however, Justice Bhagwatl 
agreed to go along with other 
Judges but only in the 'rarest of 
rare cases'. 

Q: What exactly is meant by the 
'rarest of rare cases*? 

A: There are no guidelines. They 
le ad» ^towhere. The statement can 
be interpreted according to the phi¬ 
losophies and perceptions of the 
judges. "Gruesome murder, 
heinous crimes”...all these are 
adjectives, beautiful language. But 
what do they really mean? The 
Supreme Court has not clearly de* 
fiiiM what it aseans. That's why all 
these confusion. The cruninal trials 
do iwt take place at tha Supreme 
Court; the sentences are psMod by 
Che sessions courts. In the absence 
any guidelines the sentences are 
awaroM according to the percep* 
tioas and philosophies of the 
judges. Then there le the aspect of 
publicicy. Look at the Geeta and 
MQjay Chopra murder case. The 
Jud^s had no aliemaiive but to 

hang them. Even before they had 
heira the accused persona, they 
had been tried tne press and 
declared guilty, f am not saying 
that I disagree with the Judgement. 
What I wane io emphasise is chat 


the judges are human beings; they 
are not gods. 

O; Can Judges ever go wroog.^ 

A: Justice Bhagwatl once pointed 
out the weaknesses of Che judges in 
an enreordinary case. Be cited a 
case in vduch tluree different sent¬ 
ences were awerd^ to thj^ per- 
sons accused of the same crime. 
One of the convicts was hanged, the 
ocher was given life imprisonment, 
and for the third, -jhie Supreme 
Court recommended the President 
to commute the death aenieoce 
awarded to him. lo fact. Justice 
Bhagwatl waited for two yean to 
make his obaervarion on 16 August, 
1962. Jeeia Sin^ Kashoura ^ogh 
and Karbans Sii^ were sentenced 
to death for killing four mambers of 
a family. Bach of them separately 
filed p^itions before tbe Supremo 
Court challenging the verdict given 
by the Allahabea High Court on 20 
ChnolMr 197$. Tbe three-member 
Supreme Court bench comprising 

i ustices Chandrachud. Krishna 
yer and Untwalia decided on 17 
April 1976, (bat (he case did not 
merit any further consideration. 
Jeeta Singh was executed on 6 
October. 1981. However, another 
bench comprising Justices Fasal Ali 
and Bhagwari decided to give a 
hearing to Raabmira Singh, and 
ultimately cemmuted his -death 
sentence to life imprisonment. 
Meanwhile. Harbans aingh's peti- 
tioD was rejected by yet another 
bench comprising Justices Sarkaria 
and Singntl in October 1976. 
Another bench rejected the appeal 
as wall, but because Harbans ud 
filed a writ petition he was not 
executed oo the same day Jeeta 
Singh was While Justices Chan* 
dracbiid and A. H. Sea were con¬ 
sidering the merits of tbe writ peti¬ 
tion the Registrar of the court 
pmntad out that Kaskmira Singh 
nad in tbe same case bPen spared 
the death sentence. The bench then 
referred Harbans Singh's case to 
the Prudent pleading mercy for 
him and it was granted. The case 
clearly shows the vagaries of our 
Judidal system end demonstrates 
vividly—in stark and cruel real¬ 
ity—bow a sentence is influenced 
by tbe composirioo of the bench. 
Tne accused may well ask tbe ques* 
tion: am I to live os die? This is a 
violation of tbe fundamental rights 

S uaranteed in Articles 14 and 21. If 
jprema Court judges can commit 
suaik ioiustica, I shudder to think 
whai tne district and sessions 
Judges do. Mr A. N. MuUa. the 
chairman of the prison reforms 


committee has said that one can 
find umpteen instances where the 
police concoct evidence and the 
judges are ouriad. Just imagine: in 
the case I was talking abwt the 
registrar of the court saved the Life 
of Harbans Singh, not the court. 
Q: Why are you against capital 
punishment? 

A: Fintly. it is irrevocable, if ■ 
mistake is made, it can not be 
rectified. Secondly, what is the pur¬ 
pose of capital punishment? Initial¬ 
ly It was a question of an eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth, but that 
does not iMly now. Does it have a 
deterrent affect? The reports from 
tbe United Nations show that there 
is no deterrent effect. Mark Ansel 
in tbe Amnesty International re¬ 
port, MVS that the "deterrent effect 
of the death sentence is to say the 
lease not demonstrated. 

Q: To return to the question of 
hanging by rope . 


A: It is In reference to the inhuman 
aspect of the sentence. The Con- 


aspect Of the sentence, ihe Con- 
stirurion gives us the right to live 
with dignity. 1 suppose it you have 
the nght to Live with dignity, you 
Also have the right to die with 
dignity. In 1976, when Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi's passport was impoundad, 
these provisions in the Constitution 
was invoked. Tbe Article five of the 
UN ititemational covenant on hu¬ 
man rights, signed by India as well,' 
says that no one shall be subjected 
to torture, cruel, inhuman, or de¬ 
grading treatment or punuhmeor.. 
Q: In this particular case of the 
vidya Jain murder, the two conde¬ 
mned men who were to be hanged 
on 8 May told me that had (hpy 
been rich, they would never have 
been gtven the death sexitence. 

A: Well, take the case of (he person 
who shot at President Reagan, or 
look at Patricia Hearst, dauwter of 
tbe press tycoon. Bc^ oi them 
lightly got away. A rich man is 
never hanged... Look at Chose who 
commit mass murders by selling 
spurious drugs, and adulterated 
food-Hhe leaders of industry^-^they 
are awarded Psdma Bhushans. Jus¬ 
tice Chinappa Reddy once said that 
tbe poor man who steals because he 
wants to make his life happy or 
wants to offer a preseui to his 
mistress gets punished—and. not 
those creating tne conditions for his 
misery. The latter get away with 
everything. Crores of public money 
are lost, rat, the chairman of a 

C blic sector undertaking is never 
nged. In tbe Soviet Union such 
people are severely punished. Here 
they get promotions. 
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The rich countries do not 
care for the poor 


T he Third World » once 
Again in lor disappoint¬ 
ment at the hands ^ the 
rich West. The Prime 
Minister in her capacity as 
(he chairperson of the Non-Aligned 
Movement wrote to the heads m the 
seven richest countries, meeting at 
Williamsburg. Virginia. ifSA, 
asking them to consider in 
emergency progremne to help the 
developing countries and a global 
monetary conference with univer< 
sal participation. Except President 
Francois Mitterrand or France, all 
the others stayed clear of the issue, 
so much so that Mrs Indira Gandhi 
herself admitted chat (he response 
was *1ukewarm.*' President Reagan 
acknowledged the receipt of (he 
Setter in a very cordial language but 
was silent on all the issues relating 
CO the developing countries. The 
finance minister, Mr Pranab 
Mukheriee, went to Tokyo to perso¬ 
nally lobby with the Japanese 
. Prime Minister According to a 
press release, “fhe Prime Minx.ster 
of Japan indicated that he would, if 
a suitable opporruniry presented 
itself, raise the question of the 
issue hang developing countries at 
Williamsburg. ** 

SixnilarW at the ministerial coo* 
ference or the United Nations Con* 
ferencc on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) at Eklgrade. from 6 to 
30 June there is no hope of any 
breakthrough on the issues of In* 
terest to the developing countries. 
Even before the conference 
started, the USA served a notice of 
its indifference by not attending an 
informal meeting of selected impor* 
lent countries held at Tunis on 13 
and 14 May to work out a consansus 
for the UnCTAD. Lest year, the 
USA supported by Israel voted 
against tne adoption of the agenda 
for the Belgrade meebng os the 
UNCTAD. Thus, this will be the 
third meeting of the UNCTAD—the 
eerlier ones were at Santiago and 
Manila—which will end up without 
any concrete results. The rich West- 
era world is too preoccupied with 
their own problems. Even after the 
decline in the crude price, the pro* 
cess of economic recovery, feeble 

at it it, hat itarred only ia the USA. 

In all other Western countries, un* 
employment continues to rise, 
llieac countries are so preoccupied 
with their own woes that they have 
no thoughts to spare for the de* 
veloptni countries. At WiUlama* 
bui^ the USA was mere intaresied 
in fming other countries to step 
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high technology exports to the 
U&R than problenu of the Third 
World. 'Die West now does nut have 
the leaders of the calibre of 
Roosevelt. They now have con* 
servative leaders with limited 

B Tc»rive powers like Reagan, 
rs Thatcher and Nahasooe. who 
cannot see beyond their noses. 

Meanwhile the condition of non* 
oil exporting developing countries 
conrinuesto deteriorate. Tltey are 
being’squeezed right and left TlW 
mam form of their exploitetion Is 
their terms of trade which declined 
further. The GATT report of 19$2 
noted: “As in (he preceding year, 
prices of primary commodities 
(other than fuel) exported from 
developing countries declined 
more than tha prices of commod* 
ities exported mainly by the de¬ 
veloped countries, by 13.S and 
eight per cent, respectively.* The 
corresponding figures for food are 
16 per cent and 10 per cent, agri* 
cultural raw materials 13.5 per cent 
and 6.5 per cent, and non ferrous 
metals 14 per cent and 12 per cent. 
As against the big decline in export 

S lices of the developing countries. 

ollar unit values of manufactured 
exports from the developM coun* 
tries, on an average declined by 
about 3.5 per cent in 1982. These 
figures shw that, relatively, the 
developing countries were the los¬ 
ers in 1982. as in the preceding 

A revolutionary objective 
(for a new economic order) 
cannot be achieved by a 
passive programme of 
action (by the developing 
countries). The struggle for 
economic independence 
will have to be as bitter and 
militant as the struogle for 
political IndepeoMnce 


years. 

As a result of continuing de¬ 
terioration in their rams of trade 
more and more developing coun¬ 
tries are becoming bankrupt and 
falling under the clutches of (he 
IMF. The IMP is forcing down the 
throat of debtor countries e prog* 
ramma of readjustment. But inis is 
not relieving strains on the debtor 
countries. Commenting on these 
IMF’dictaied programmes, the 
GATT has remarxed: “If they are to 
lead (0 improvement in the gener¬ 
al economic performance, the in¬ 
evitable domestic policy reforms in 
the debtor countries must be com- 
plemented->ra(her, accomno* 
dated—by corresponding policy 
changes in the creditor countries. 
But the creditor countries are not 
responding.** The GATT sceptically 
pointed out: “One can undericinn, 
even sympathise with, the politi¬ 
cian or policy maker who says: 
*Let's wait. We need a b^m of 
some strength and duration, a da- 
dine in unemployment before we 
can start talxing about making 
basic policy reform.^.* In this case, 
however, what may seem practice! 
politics is impracticable economics. 
It should be clear chat simple mud¬ 
dling through has, at this juncture, 
only a very small chance of success 
because the economic situation 
keeps evolving and demanding im¬ 
portant policy decisions/* 

The real crunch for the develop¬ 
ing countries will come when th^ 
will have to start repayment of the 
IMF loans. (India will nave to start 
repayment of the five billion dollar 
loan by 1985. J Commenting on the 
bleak outlook, the GATT says that, 
“at current stages of develi^ment, 
after decades of being net importer 
of capital, the indebted countries 
would find it impossible to become 
net exporters of capital without 
exposing their political systems to 
an extreme strain.** The develc^ng 
countries are not preparing them¬ 
selves for this D day. tf they con- 
tinue to believe that the rich West 
will show favour and rescue them . 
they are indulging in the worst 
form of self-deception. At the 
seventh Non-Aligned Summit, they 
adopted a revolutionary objective 
for a new international economic 
order. A revolutionary objective 
cannot be achieved bi a passive 
programme of action. The strug^ 
lor economic independence will 
have to be as bitter and militant as 
the struggle for poUtical Jndepend- 
ance was. 
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Will Mrs Thatcher’s 
gamble pay o£P? 

The safest bet is, of course, Mrs Mai garet Thatcher. Her Conservative Party 
is most likely to win the elections in Britain. But Britain's maverick voters 
may still deceive the pollsters and politicians, and upset all calculations as they 
have done before, reports CHANDAN MITRA from London. 


I a mothw dM ch« Bricisb 

MiAiiur Mn Margarvc 
Thitchcr would know il tht had 
done iho right thing by going to 
tha oloctoriti to ■ rr 
nowod mandato. a full one year 
ahead of echtdule. The polling » due 
on 9 June. Her deciaion to go to the 
poUi to early wae promptly caati- 
gated by the opposition Labour Par* 
ty. *A cut and run election,' that Is 
how the Labour leader Michael Foot 
deicrlbed ir The meiephor wea tub* 
aequently improved upon by othera. 
Some deKnbed it as an attempt to 
run while the going was good end 
other! called in a 'amaeh and grab 
election.' 

The opposition had every reason to 
cajttpte the deciaion to go in for an 
early poll. Contiatenily, linct the 
Faiklendi War booated Mra Thatch* 
er'c popularity arid bunt the bubble 
of the new S^el Democratic Party 
(SDP) and their liberal party allies 
Mn Thatcher haa retained an envi. 
able lead in the national opioioo 
polls. Jt is believed that this ateady 
lead coupled with the fact that infla* 
tion was dovrn to a mere four per 


cent—the lowest In IS year^ii what 
finally pmuaded Mrs Thatcher to 
take the plunge. Mkhael Foot haa 
said that Mrs Thatcher haa been 
perautded to go againat her own 
intuitive judgement oy her edviaera 
in going in for an early election. 
Whether that U ao or ni^ it doea not 
appear so far that Mrs Thatcher haa 
taken any unnecessary risk in doing 
so. 

The opinion polls have continued 
to show a ateady lead for the Tories. 
The cloaeat the Labour Party came to 
catchii^ up with thii lead was during 
the third week of May when cha 
DtUy Star showed the Tories to be 
only seven per cent ahead. But a few 
days latar, the same 5tar showed the 
Tories to be Id per cent ahead of 
Labour. This does not mean that the 
Conservatives have been gaming 
steadily since the campaigning be* 
gan. In fact, these figures probably 
reflect on the vagaries and unre* 
liability of cross-country opinion 
polls. 

The difference between Britain 
and say, India, when it comes to 
determining election retulta is that 


Britain has had a stable two*party 
mcem as far as one can go back. 
Further, there are constituencies 
which are iraditional strongholds of 
one party or another—a far cry say, 
from Uttar Pradesh where the 77 or 
8S parliamentary seats have swung 
vtofentiy between the Janata and the 
Congress in the last two elections. 
Pollsters and psephologists in Bri* 
tain are convinced that irresMctiva 
of the leads in opinion polUi tha 
British election shall be won and lost 
on the basis of the 'tnarginar seats, 
that'is, seats which have a propensity 
to *swing' from one party to another 
and where no party had a very big 
majority in the last general election 
in 1979. 

The problem has been complicated 
further by changes in the geog* 
rephicti demarcanoQ of the consci* 
tuencies; these changes are the moat 
sweeping since lo63 and have, 
almost universally, gone against the 
Labour Party. The Labour's stron* 
gholds are mostly in the urban areas 
and in the last decade or ao, the more 
prosperous people have been shift* 
ing out of the inner<ities and mov* 
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iof into cbe fuburtrt. TlUa nean* that 
thM total Diu&ber of urban loao 
where Labour used to comjBaad bu 
majoriiita, hafe now been reduce^ 
while the suburban and country 
aea^ which tradidonally favour the 
Tories have ^one uo in ntimbar. Ai 
the same time, oecause chase 
changes have just come into effect. 
poUsters believe that many of these 
seats are marginal, ud could actual* 

K go to either party. The Labour 
iriy, naturallyi bdiavei in this 
bop^ul analysis and has been trying 
liard to capture these seals. Bui the 
Labour's task is still stupendous. It 
needs, according lo one ol Britain's 
leading psephologists. Professor Iver 
Crewe, a nationwide swing of $.Z per 
cent in order re come to power. Such 
a swing has never taken place since 
Clement Attlee displaced Winston 
Churchill in 1945. 

The labour Party li^ns with a 


■ T.k’V ih JBS.r is'.iti 1 


rating of its leader, Michael Foot, 
has traded way behind that of Mrs 
Ihatchsr. In fact, the youthful Libei* 
al leeder, David SteeL has a far 
higher personal rating chan chat of 
Mr Foot. In a country where the 
election caoipaign takes place more 
on television, images of leaders are 
very Importenc. So far, Mrs Thatcher 
seems to have acquitted herself well 
in keeping with her popular image is 
a though woman. She has ruthlessly 
etiecked Lebour's policies. Castigat* 
ing Labour's plans of nationalisation, 
for instance, she rc.narked to a wild* 
ly cheering audience, ''Put your sav* 
ings into socks and Labour will 
nationalise socks.** This sort of hard 
hitlina comment goes down well with 
the faithful, but could have the oppo* 
sire effect on those who are not 
committed to vote for her. That is 

K reciselv what the Labour Party is 
oping xor. 

T he Labour Party, understand* 
ably, is stressing mostly on the 
Conservative govemiBcnt's record 
on unemployment. The latest unem* 
ployment figures show 3.2 milUon 
people out m work and the trend is 
rising. Further, an overwhelmii^ 
majority feel that unemployment is 
^e single most important issue in 
the elections. Understandably, 
cherefort, the Labour Party has 
stressed heavily on its plans to re* 
duce unemplo^enc in its election 
manifesto. It promises to increase 
government boirowing by Cl 1 billion 
in order to create two million jobs 
over the next Ave yean. Predictaoly. 
the solution has come under severe 
attack from the Conservatives, who 
claim that such a policy shall inevit¬ 
ably lead to runaway inflation. 

Another major issue in the present 
altctioD relates to defence. The 
labour Party is committed to aban* 
doaing Britain's Indepaadeot nuc* 
War Merreat and. within the Ufa 
apan cd a Labour govenweoc is 
committed to tdoptlng a noD'Ouciaar 
dafeace policy for BncaJn. The nuc* 



lear issue, clearly, worries e very mg time on television in turn every 

large number of witisb voten end ni^t. The Conservative Party and 

this is one of the vote cetching the Labour Party have been allotted 

aspects of Latnur policy. But the five days eech and the Libaral-SDP 

Tories d^uSe the policy as unrealis* alliance have four. But despite trying 

tic and pro-Moscow. It is to be seen very hard, the prospects of Iba 

whether people, who may otherwise elliance do not seem to be very 

support nuclear disaamament shall bright. Opinion polls have shown i 

vote Lebour out of this considers- low third for the alliance, their tsx^ 

cion. port hovering around the 18 per cent 

Britain’s five million ethnic minor* mark. It is being predicted In some 

ides have aJso become an election circles that the alliance could end up 

issue this time. In the past eleciioni, in the next Parliement with less then 

the Lebour Perry had more or less 13 seats, which is what the Liberals 

aasumed its vote as granted. But alone had in the last. The SDP had 3] 

(here are indications that this is seats in (he last House of Commons, 

changing. Many Atlant mainly the but these consisted mainly of MPa 

Indians and the Pekistanis-^ave who defected from (he Labour Party, 

prospered over the years in Britain It seems that the alliance's efforts to 

and BO longer identify themselves 'break the mould of British politics' 

with the working class. They are has failed, at least this rime, 

more concerned with usual middle* The elctions are not without theiy 
dess issues like tax-cuts, which the comic relief. One persoiv who has 

Tories offer, and the promise of tided himself as Urd Sutch and 

cheaper mortgages—more likely leads the official Monster Raving 

uoder a Conservative government Loony Party has put up more than 90 

than uoder a Labour government, candidates for the party. Lord Sutch 
The fact that the Conservatives have who contests ev^ byelection and 
put up tbr^ candidates of AsiaD unfailingly loses his deposit is hope* 
origia, agaisut Lebour's five, reflects ful of polling more votes than Enoch 
the seriousness of both parties in Powell's National Front which has 
wooing Che minority votes. The Con* put up 60 candidates and wants to 
serv^ves have rais^ ■ storm by forcibly repatriate all non*white im> 
taking out an advertisement in their mieraots. 

bid to attract the black voters. The * On 9 June, the electorate shell 
advertuement which shows a neatly- prove or disprove what media men 
dressed black man hu Caption— had been predicting since 9 May—it 

Labour says he is black: the Tories is all over bar the snouting and Mrs 
say he is fetish. The edverrisement Thetcher shell be beck for a second 
has been attacked as insensitive and term. Bui as the campaign builds up 
iBSulcingud it has been pointed out so do the complexities and the 
chat the ethnic minorities want 10 be Labour may be eventually proved 
both black and British. right when it says (hat it has every* 

As ^ frensy of (be campaign thing to play for. In 1970, opinion 
ptfkf up, se does the media's atten* polls deceived Harold Wilson. 
doB to meleaions. The three major Maybe (hey shell deceive Mrs 
partly have ten minutes campeigD* Thatcher this time. 
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Dabur Amla hair oil- 
the att-old secret of long* 
dark* silken hair 


. . very special parf oi* your 
beauty is yo(u hair Keep ii 
loot. 

Dehur Am la hair oil. A few 
drop> everyday look iifier your 
huir and enhance Its 
oatural beuuiy. * 

OwtiAt. nourish in# unJ 
dclicaielv pcflunied. 

Dahut AmU huit o>l hus 
been the secret so many 
women have vhated for 
$0 years. 



Tomorrows 
Begin 

Today 


CfBBt minds have purposes, 
others have wishes 





The eritita Iflatliuttewriili «var 
SO yaara aaptrtiH haa halpad 
ever a millian ambitiMi man 
•ftd woman to attaia laceoai 
in ibair cheian earaori 



Dabur Amla balroll 
Everyday care lor lont hair 


canten onwMTio o«riOM* counaca ia auai> 
NCai MANAOtMKNt. MCwAtrl*! 
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^nriiii~~~i ManKfrtNO wauaosmint, otrio 
MATCfliAia MANAOIMINT, Iwiwim* 

04«»#lQPIv>*nt. 

AoCMfslftAO. Stcr^frtrthiV. JOUANAUSM. 
CemAMfcial Am. OOOD EHOLIIH, a«*neK. Q«rmAn. 
■ MCCMAKICAt Eleei'KA* AirAMwueei. 

AUTOMOOUL ArBM««tlK*. Civil Ch*mic*l. TKAN- 
oiaron raoio.am'O. T*i*vi«iAn. rexTuss. OMbbtr. 

atTAOUUM. RimiQinATlOS. Ir^vi1'i»l 

CM«n»ft«v. Aha oi*M* a^Qf, 

ariciAiiaaD TOAiMino pon am.i.i. (Mi*i. a.u.i 
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(LwiUAAl. N e.C. atfAATvweri. l.l.T. |r>|f*ne«. C*f« 
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Errant industrialists 
will be taken to task 


T he Movernm«nt uf India. 
Hirh j vtroke, has 

maiiiiKPd to bring (he (op 
indusiriahm nf (he coun* 
irv t" (heir knees by enab]< 
iiiM nori'rcsident 1iidi3n» to purch* 
a%e Hhjjrs in Indian companies 
The sliarr buying spree hv non* 
ivsident Indians has caused panic 
in Jndijii iiidus(n«il circles. Hi(h«r* 
io most indusd iahsis were compla* 
cent tliar they would nor lie re* 
moved bv the shareholders even il 
(hev corxiiuied to liehavu in (he 
iTMiM iirhirraiv mjnntr. 1 ( h com* 
miin Wiiowitfdeo (lui( most of the (np 
iruJijNli lalists do no( hold even (en 
\>vi cen( of the shares in (he cum> 
ponies ihev own and crmdol. U it 
aho weJl’kiwiwn that ihe Kovern* 
mom balds u md.ior ^lercenrape of 
(hethar**s throuMh financial institu* 
nuns. In tpiic ot this the A^^^’ern* 
meiK never appeared inclined lo 
disiuib (be s(.iut quo 

By enenurafiinA non*(esjden( In¬ 
dians io buy shares in Indian cam* 
pniiieH. the Koveriiment has (actfuJ** 
ly warned (he industrialists that 
(hey cannot (ake (he tinvernmenr's 
suppori lor K'»ntcil. 

V.vpairiate UK bawd bu>inets> 
man Swru} f*Mul has caused a flurrer 
by buying up DCM and Kscoria 
shares Mr l*aul. of course, is not 
goiiii; ru i«iko river six or seven 
Indian industrial houses since he 
hat no I (bur (he necessary resources 
nui wuuJJ (he Kuvernment jf India 
utiuw him (i> do Mi. In my opinion. 
Mr Paul has been used as a (uol by 
the governmeiu oi India t<i strike 
lurrur in the hearrs uf rhe Indian 
intfustnal bosses. Mr Paul has only 
bougJii arnund five per cent of the 
shares in some rif the industrial 
houses and if his public siatcments 
are in lie believed, he bus no desire 
of unloading these shares. This can 
only indicate thii( his inteniian of 
taking over (he companies remains. 

The finance minister, however, 
has given an assurance that the 
financial institutions would nut 
help anyone rn take over the con 
troK of a "well managed" company. 
The question then arises: Who wdJ 
decide whether a company is well 
managed or not^ The decision will 
not rest witli any court of law or 
even with the industrialists. It will 
depend totally on (he financial in* 
stiruiions. which ever it may be: the 
ID6I. the tic. the GIC or the Unit 
Trust. Industrialists who formerly 
used to ctihivate polmcians for eco* 
nomic or other benefits for (heir 
companies wilt now have to use 
politicians to maintain their slrang* 
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lehoJd over the companies. Accord¬ 
ing to many observers, thts will 
cause a destabilisation in (he in* 
dustrial sectors of the company. At 
rhe ^Qme time they olso feel that 
the eovernment cannot venture to 
do this. If (he powers (hat be have 
not been unduly worried about (he 
deMabllisarion in the political 
setup or even in the hureaucraiic 
setup in Delhi, whv should (hey 
worry about a destalMlisation in the 
industrial sphere? Instead, the ten* 
(ral government will have 
tremendous cloul over the indus¬ 
trialists who will now have to dance 
to every tune played by the centre. 

Mr Swtaj Paul has levelled 
charges against Indian industrial¬ 
ists saying (hat ihey are feudal in 
their way of running the com¬ 
panies. But who can expect Indus* 
(riabsts to change when poluics in 
(he country is also run on feudal 
lines. And is i( not a fact that Mr 
Paul’s own Apeejay group of com* 
panies is also run on (he sane lines? 
But will Mr Paul's tirade force the 
industrialists to change (heir ways? 
I think they will not. And. in how 
many case^ can the government of 
India encourage a change in the 
management or the companies? Not 
many. Fur political panies will con* 
(inuc (o foster industrial houses for 
their funds. Moreover, the govern* 
ment will have (o depend on the 
Tatas and the Birlas. aineng oiberv 
for (he much*needed industrial ex- 
pa n sion. of r he cou ntry. 

Even so. J5 years of running 
public sector organisations has 
taught the government a lesson 
that private entrepreneurs are a 
must for the advancement of the 
country and ii is ray firm belief char 
adventurers tike Swraj Paul will 
not be allowed tu replace (he ex¬ 
isting tycoons. The governmem, 
however, has mode it amply clear 
that the induatriaUsts cannot run 
their concerns as they pJease-lt is 
hi^ time that the industrialists 
realised their responsibilities, for 
any disobedience will no( be (oler* 
at^. 
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Tomorrow, when you ride 
your two wheeler, remember 

this safety sign. 

riu-sij’n that says Dunlop cairs for your safely. Hy 
usln^ Us advanced tyre technolo^ to produce safer 
two wheeler tyres. By building* each lyre with spei liil 
nylon casintJ that ensures maximum stniclural 
rellablllly and hinhly sophisticated tread patterns 
that ensure better^rlp—at steep anjjles 
mid hlfJli speeds. 

Backed by Dunlop's Inlernatlonal experience and the 
same expertise lhal fi(X‘s Into making sophisticated 
aero and earlh-mover lyres. Dunlop two wheeler tyres 
promise you maximum mileage. intLxInium safety. 

K-70 Nylon for Motorcycles. 

K-98 Nylon for Light Motorcycles. 

And, coming soon. 

K-137 Nylon for Scooters. 
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Orissa dissidents get a reprieve Aga Khan follows Swraj Paul 


The AlCC(l) either does not meen what it says, or more 
likely, wittiout a nod from Mrs Gaodhi or Rajiv Gandhi 
It cannot act. On 11 May one of the AICQX) general 
secretaries. CbandulaJ Cnandrakar. had announced in 
Delhi that three dissident leaden of Orissa had been 
asked to explain their conduct and if their explana* 
tions were not satisfactory, disciplinary action would 
be taken against them. But till now the dissident 
leaders who had t^en creating a lot of problems for the 
Orissa CM have not been asked to do so formally. On 
an earlier occasion too, a party MLA, Hemanandt 
Biswal. who had embarrassed the CM by presenting 
the report of the public works undertaking on a fishy 
mustard oil deal in the Assembly was threatened with 
disciplinary action. But action is yet to be taken 

S einst him. Obviously, this has not been approved by 
*s Gandhi or Rajiv Gandhi. 

Ramarao Adik’s expensive tastes 


f 
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■ 
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Ramarao Adfk, Maher* 
ashtra's redoubtable 
deputy chief minister, 
not to be outdone by 
chief minister Vesant* 
dada Patil ordered the 
construction of a dOO* 
metre long conference 
hall and a room to 
accommodate an IAS 
officer he has recruited 
as his secretary. The 
estimated cost is about 
Rs 8 lakhs. The minis* 

k good fir/ftg .. rion, Abhaysingh ^on- 

sak', was evicted from his room to find a place for the 
dri»uty CM's secretary. Two other persons displaced to 
m.ike way for the conference hall are the secretaries of 
te< hnicaf education and labour. All this after Mr 
Aihk's chamber was renovated at a cost of R$ 200,000 
in February, 

Meghalaya: CongressdHed 
; government may be toppled soon 

Tike possibility of the ruling Congressfl) government in 
Meghalaya being toppled during forthcoming monsoon 
session of the Assembly now appears distinct. The 
CougresslD-led Meghalava Democratic Front (MDF) 
came to pcFwer in April wirh the support of seven 
defectors from the opposition Meghalaya United Peo* 

B le’s Party (MUPP). an alliance of the APKLC and 
SPDP Now the opposition MUPP is all set to pay the 
CongressU) back in its own coin. They are hoping that, 
at least two ministers with their supporters will come 
over to the MUPP during che monsoon session and thus 
bring down the present government. Aware of the 

E ossibility. the Congress!!) too is preparing for the 
attle. For reinforcement it is pinning its hopes on G. 
G Swell, a former deputy speaker of the Lok Sabha 
and currently India's Amoassador to Burma. He is the 
founder of che People's Demand Implementation Com¬ 
mittee fPDIC}, a regional pariyfounded tn 1973 and an 
advocate of the view thet che TDIC should suppon the 
Congress(I). 




From Rajkot, the 
burgeoning trading 
centre in Gujarat's 
northern region of 
Saurashtre, comes word 
that the multi* 
millionaire Aga Khan, 
by taking advantage of 
che concessions ofwed 
to non*resldents, wants 
to invest in India. One 
company on which he is 
aaid to have set hia eyes 
is Larsen and Toutrro, 

. ___ an engineering firm 

(Swrej Paul coo is said 
to be gunning for the finn. founded by Danish en¬ 
gineers). There is evidence to indicate that a fair 
amount of Larsen and Toubro shares were recently 
bought by Age Khan, the religious head of the Ismaifi 
community Rajkot does not heve a stock exchange 
and che business in shares is transacted through in* 
Bombay stock exchange. Enquiries at Bombay stock 
exchange reveal chat payments for some aubstantiel 
purchases ie Lorsen and Toubro shares heve been 
made by the local Ismailia Co operative Bank Limited, 
the patron saint of which, of course, is Aga Khan. It is 
not vet clear whether Aga Khan will keep these shares 
to himself or make a gitt of them to his followers and 
take the tenefit of the concessions on such gifts 
provided for in the nun-resident investment scheme 
announced by the government. Ir really looks like 
India is going to be investors' paradise. If Aga Khan is 
here can others be far behind? 

Mrs Gandhi 

may not contest from Medak 


Mrs Gandhi does not 
appear to be interested, 
any longer, in Medak. 
the constituency in 
Andhra Pradesh from 
where she was elected 
to the Lok Sabha in 
196D. Since January 
'Jiis year Mrs Gandhi 
.las been visiting her 
old constituency, Rae 
Bareili, about once a 
month. Compare this 
with her yearly trips to 

Mrs Gtndkl; oorTbwerd ho_ g,ust have concluded 
chat even after pumping a considerable amount of 
money into her southern consciruency during last three 

C ears she cannot win the seat in The next election. She 
as been s^fideotly warned by the results of the 
Assembly elections in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 
in which her party's performance was dismal. And if 
she still had any hopes left, they were dashed when the 
Kvnataka CM, Ramakrishna Hegde, convincingly de¬ 
molished the ^ngressfU'Bangarappa combination at 
the Kanakapura byelection. Bui R^iv Gandhi's friend 
Amo Nehru the current MP from Rai Bareili must be 
the CM who is most disappointed. 
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PUNJAB AGRICULTURE UNIVERSITY 

A campus killing 


Olympian Prithipal Singh is shot in cold blood 


Ludhiana: Four bulJet shoes wore 
suddenly heard hy people ae Thapar 
Hall, rhat houses the main adminis* 
tracivc building of the Punjab A 4 ri* 
culture University hete. on Friday 20 
May. barely an hour after the offices 
liad opened. Many of the people 
even claimed to have seen the 
assailant through the gbsspanes. 
The vtce*chance]lor. Dr Sukhdev 
Singh himself said (hat he had a 
glimpse of a motorcycle and one of 
the assailants from his first floor 
office window. 

When news of the tragedy spread, 
within seconds Dr Sukhdev Sineh 
rushed downaieirs and went strai^t 
(0 the spot—the parking lot—in front 
of the tkree*Btareyud building* abou| 
20 meters away. Many others who 
had heard the shots were also con* 
verging on the npot. A couple of 
metres from his oiotorcycle lay the 
former Olympian hockey joint ca^ 
tain. Prithipal Singh, the best penA* 
ty corner expert India has ever seen, 
his body riddled with bullets. The 
assailant had, allegedly, walked to* 
wards the home science college, got 
onto a motorcycle and slipped away. 

But this was not just another kif]* 
ing as an outcome of the Akali trou* 
ble in Punjab. The villain in this 
piece, claiming the life of the 51 
year-old hockey star and director, 
student welfere. Punjab Agriculture 
University, was university politics. 
Vice-chanceDor Sukhdev Singh told 
Sunday that the university had been 
in the grip of factional fights among 
two grou^ of students ever since the 
Moga police firing about a decade 
ago. Firing at the slightest provoca¬ 
tion and cfKinken brawls were fairly 
common occurrences too. The death 
of a Punjab Student Union (PSU) 
leader, Prithipal Singh Randhawa in 
1978 and the death of another 
aervist Pyara Singh in April this 
year, had taken place in simiit> 
circumstances. 

A few days before his murder, 
Prithipal Singh Randhawa, along 
with some others, had mercilessly 
beaten up a university wrestler. 
Beant Singh, over the issue of laun* 
chine « strike. Then again, in a firing 
inciaent in front of the veterinary 
college on 12 March this year, a 
university boxer and weigntlifter, 
Aihok Kaushik, was injured. Among 
those arrested for assault on 
Kaushik, was Pyara Singh who was 
later injured in another tirin| spree 
on 19 April. One Amnipal Singn of 
the rivij faction too was injured in 
4g 


the exchange of fire between the 
students of hostel number three end 
four. Ten days later Pyara Singh 
succumbed to his injuries and it was 
after this, that things started moving 
swiftly. 

The PSU members brou^t out 
posters and also sent a handwritten 
threat as a show of resentment 
against the Olympian who had inter¬ 
vened both m 1978 as well as in 
April, in his official capacity. The 
president of the Punjab Agriculture 
Universi^, Mr J. S. Sandhu, said 
that the rSU had taken a vow over 
the body of Pyara Sinj^h that tbt 
would not rest until Prithipal Sini 
was finished off. Soon after the 
Kaushik incident, the caucus wel¬ 
fare committee under Prithipal 
Singh, had met to discuss (he prob* 
lem of indiscipline, and had sug¬ 
gested certain measures including 
the expulsion of certain students. 
These students included, among 
others, Pyara Sin^ Pritapal Sinu 
Pat winder and Maisjinder Sin^. 
Meanwhile, PrithiMi ain^, (ook up 
the Issue of discipline on me campus 
with the Chancellor of the universi¬ 
ty, Coventor A. P. Sharma. The rep¬ 
resentatives of the teachers and 
other employees also pleaded for an 
enquiry. The vice-chancellor himself 
recommended an enquiry end subse¬ 
quently. the Chancellor appointed 
the B. B. Mahajan Comalssion ro 
examine the issues involved. 

When B. B. Mehejan visited the 

Prit/upMl Srrtgft: t thonu$h,tpwttmtii 



campus just four days before Prithip* 
al Singh's murder, several students, 
teachers and parents of students met 
him and submitted their views. Be¬ 
fore Mr Mahajan was scheduled to 
visit the campus, Prithipal Singh had 
written to the vice<hancel)or seek¬ 
ing permission to meet the Chancel¬ 
lor as he wanted to bring to his 
notice a certain “case of corruption 
involving the university higher-ups". 
The vice<hancellor, reportedly told 
him that since the Mahajan Commit* 
sioo was on the job. no useful pui- 
pose would be served by his mooting 
the Chancellor. It is saio that Priihip* 
al Singh wrote hack tu the vice- 
chancellor pointing out that corrui^ 
lion charges were not within rne 
purview of the Commission, and he 
even asked the vice-chancellor to be 
present at his meeting with the 
Chancellor. Dr Sukhdev Singh 
agrees that Prithipoi Singh had. in- 
dMd, sought permission (r> meet the 
Governor, but that he himself was 
not aware if the director, student 
welfare did have any fcHilpronf evi- 
dence. 

Prithipal Singh had also snughl 
permission to meet ihe Mahajan 
Commission, which was duly granted 
to him. Mr Harbhajan Siiti^ CrewaJ, 
a campus coach who was uose to the 
deceased said that Prithipal Singh 
had confided in him that Kc was to 
meet the Commission on 8 June and 
present the evidence that he had 
been collecting. Moreover, a former 
finance minister. Mr Balwani Singh, 
who was related to Prithipal Singh is 
convinced that the murder was 
evidently well-planned and meticu¬ 
lously executed and that (he possibil¬ 
ity of a deep-rooted conspiracy could 
not be ruled our. 

Prithipal Singh, it is said, liad 
remains a daredevil till the very 
end. He was (he kind of person whu 
would brook no nonsense from any¬ 
body no matter who that person was. 
He had differed with his hockey 
bosses if he thought they were wrong 
and he differed iii (he same manner 
with the university adminisiraiion 
too. He was a thorough sportsman 
and would go to any extent to help a 
ogedy fellow-sportsman. In 19/3, 
when he had been chargesKeeted by 
the university authorities, he 
promptly returned his Padmashri 
and Arjuo Award, saying, ‘'My con¬ 
duct ts in doubt and I do not deserve 
these awards until 1 am cleared of 
these char^." Such was the stuff of 
which Prithipal Singh was made. 
Just three da^s before his gruesome 
murder, he had spurned the offer of 
police protection in view of the 
ihreata be had received. With his 
death, the oppressed on the sprawl¬ 
ing campus nave lost a genuine 
fntnd and saviour. The home Klan- 
ce college girls, for Instance, who 
attended Prlihipel Singh’s funeral 
OQ the evening of 20 May were heard 

















Iwflrinf tttd wcodwlai ifibo 
mod by Own in • caaipus fuU of 
vico and violence emanating from all 
the drinking. (There ere es many as 
five rheJras—government liquor 
shops-^irbin one km of India’s pre* 
mier agriculture university!) 

l^e authorities have a tough task 
before them in solving this murder 
case. Above all else, the hosiility 
bciweea two groups—the vice* 
chancellor and his deans on the one 
hand and Prithipal Singh, the 
teachers* association leader^ip and 
some pro'Prithipal teachers on the 
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Other—add the correepw^ag stu¬ 
dent groups, will bare to be miautely 
examines Tht correspondence be¬ 
tween Pnthipal Sin^ and Dr Sukh* 
dev Singh will also have a vital 
bearing on tbe case. Senior SP, Mr D. 
R. Bhatri said that the police have 
worked out the case and arrests 
would be made any time. It is be* 
lieved that there were two assailants 
involved in the crime. However, till 
the time of writing, the police had 
been unable to apprehend anyone. 

Satish Kumar 


GUJARAT BYELECTION 



Success of the 
Congress(l) strategy 


Ahmedabttd: The Cungress(l) won 
comfortably against Ratubhei Ada- 
niV Rashtnya Congress in the poll 
battle last month in Porbandar, the 
birthplace of Mahatma Gandhi. The 
Con^ss(I) nominee, Bharat Oded- 
ra, romped home by a margin of 
more chan ^0,000 votes in a 14. 
cornered fight that had become a 

K restige contest not merely for 
atubhai Adam but else for the chief 
minister, Madhavsmh Solanki. 

The Congressd) victory is signifi¬ 
cant for more reasons than one in 
Gujarat. It has proved once more, 
that the KHAM (kshatriya, harijan, 
adivasi and Muslim) theory of vote- 
catching is still (he best victory de¬ 
vice for the ruling party. The Con* 
gressd) had chosen Odedra. a little- 

Ratubhti Adam; a rertous blow 


known worker and the son of late 
Maldevji Odedra (whose death 
caused the i>y*poll>. because he is a 
member of ^hc populous mer com¬ 
munity in Porbandar area with marc 
than ^.000 votes Considering that 
Bharat Odedra is a novice with no 
past political experience, his success 
Is purely the success of the election 
strategy masterminded hy Madhav 
siuh ^lanki and his political men¬ 
tor. Jinabhai Darp. 

This was the first parliamentary 
byelectivn in Gujarat this time and a 
victory in this would certainly haw 
raised the political stock of both the 
leaders vira vis the dissidents, in the 
eyes of the Congress!I) high com¬ 
mand. In fact, Ratubhai Adani had 
left the Congressdnn December last 

5oiaoJr«.' reapr/M a good harvesi 
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yeaft biWly cow^Jtrtiiy' fitnlfr 
the ICHAM theory. Hie dUwfentii 
within the parry heve also been 
campaigning against both the chief 
minister and Jinabhai Darjl, saying 
that the KHAM theory hu, by and 
large, alienated voters frxnn the Con- 
gressih. 

One direct result of thin victory 
could, therefore, be that when 
Madhavsinh Solanki reshuffles his 
cabinet, he will be able tu cut to size 
dissidents like finance minister 
Sanai Mehta and civil supplies 
minisivr Munoharsinghji Jadeja. 
Another resuh will be that far from 
being diirhed, Jinabhai Darji, who 
has been heading an influential com¬ 
mittee on the implementation of the 
20'tH>int programme, may himself 
feel emboldened enough to claim the 
post of presidtmi of the f^uiarui unit 
ot Congres-i(l! when the organise* 
tional elections are held in July. 
Mahani Vijaydasji, presently the 
chief of the PCC js also (he mmister 
for agriculiurc and he docs not $ecm 
keen lo give up his ministership to 
become ihc head of the PCC in 
Gujarat. (It was Ins idea to field 
Odedra from Porbandar and lie has 
extrumelv eiv»rl poMth al influence,) 


'Ihe PnrlMtuUii CorigreKsiI) victory 
has been a Ci**iuufi hiuw tu Rutubhai 
Adam's Kashtriya Congress, which 
was Fighting its Firsi elec lion since its 
format lun. Muroovei. iVirbundar 
falls in Junupudh district, which is 
Adani's noiTiv gi <Himl. He had joined 
handv with thi.* J.mji.i Party, to joint* 
ly field Chamiubhat Pa(el, an rmius* 
triabst. fur this ciucial liatlle. Since 
there aie neaily ].r» Uikh patels in 
(he comnituency, Chuudubhai was 
expected tu put up a lough fight. 
However, (he expectatienN never 
malerialiseil. The Bharutiyu Janata 
Party {B.fl*/* l•‘soh;Iely refu'^ing (o 
forge an a}lijni.i.* with uny ether 
opposition pariv. fielded a Muslim 
candidate, [hralnm Supediwala. who 
polled more (h.m votosj—only 

margin,ilH than tliv vote^ polled 
by the Rashfriya Congress' Chan* 
duhhiii Patel, Th«' fourth sericus con¬ 
tender in the iray was Dhuramsinh 
Patel. th>.‘ rriicgcd Janata leader 
who had ! c.* i .idopted hy the Rash* 
triya Sanuy Manch. He had been a 
meml>ci of the Lok Sriblia from Por- 
bandar in 1977 ujid had been defe- 
aieil bv Maldvvji Odedra in 19^0. 
This iime« however, lu* palled about 
10,000 vote^ and wa.s among the 11 
candidates who lost their deposits. 

Tile going was ctjrtainly tough for 
rlie Coogressdj in Porbandar. since 
four nf the seven Assembly seats in 
the constituency are held by the 
opposition. Stiff, the party birgod 
ahead of (he opposjiion Ki romp 
hafflc* eventually. There is no doubt 
that Madhavsinh Solanki and his 

8 roup will reap a buraiwr harvest 
rum (hH victory in tfie political 
infighting 10 Gujarar’> CoogreKSdl in 
the days ahead 


Tushar Bhatt 


CALCUTTA CUSTOMS 

Striking catches 


Cd] c ul ta: By fu r (he IH sci zure ai 

Calcutta airport i» 1982 l>y custom 
otTiciuh« was about <tx maurtt/v o( 
worth over Rs (> croreA^the 
single blithest rate It hejn^ U4 kg uf 

e olrl valued at R 5 2.S crores on.22 
lay. Acc'oxdm^ to Mr J. Gopinath, 
a^si^itani coJIector of customs, the 
single scl/uie of mx mauitds uf gold 
in ]982 set a rMi^rif in Asia, 
<'akuiia airport hundJes far le» 
aircraft than it used 10 m the I97(K. 
The nunilnn of incoming and out* 
going passe 11 go I s has also come down 
iis still]sties indicate Hut what has 
Mginfrc.iritly increased is the nature 
and volume of smuggling of contra- 
hand goods, including gold. This hus 
nunked 1^82 frnm the previous 
years. Tins h not jo suggest that the 
sctxuru ol coiitiahami goods was Jes 
scr in the past, hut that the number 
of smuggled ofierations hus grown 
out id all piop<trtion>t. ;md this, in 
spile of the reduced flights and les 
ser iiumhcr of passengers. 


Before making a study of a survey 
made from 1979 to 19&2. a picture of 
cnonthwise seizures in 1902 may be 
interesting. On 6 February Inst year, 
contraband goods including one kg 
of gold vaJura at Rs 1.7 lakhs, were 
seized by the custom officials. As 
many as 37 gold coins weighing ab¬ 
out one and a half kg together with 
other Items valued at Ks 21 lakhs 
were seized on 21 March. 17 April 
saw the seiztire of eight gold bars 
valued roughly at Rs SO.OOO. On 4 
and 19 May. 917.000 carried within 
the folds of a Mir of chappals were 
detected, together with 110 gold bars 
weighing about nine kg and valued 
at Rs 1/ lakhs These 110 gold bars 
were hidden in the rectum of ten 
Calcutta-bound passengers. On 22 
Juno, officials seized foreign curren- 
cy and oiherconirahand goods worth 
Ks 1.15 lakhs and on i July. 32 kg of 
gold valued at Rs 60 lakhs was 
recovered. On li November, electro, 
me Items worth a few lakhs of rupees 


>vere recovered from ^e firm secret- 
try of the Baagladeeh mission in 
Calcutta, OR 22 November, synthetic 
fabrics etc. valued at Rs 1.6 crores 
and OR 23 November, the seizure of 
goods by custom officials amounted 
to Rs five lakhs or so. 

Foreign items like wrist-watches, 
electronic goods, gold bars and coins 
together with the foreign currency, 
continue to be the most popular 
items smuggled. Earlier, Calcutta 
airport seizures were nor so striking. 
It is felt that over the years, the 
number of smuggling operations 
have gone up because Calcutta air¬ 
port IS surrounded'by neighbouring 
countries where such activities 
t hri v«. A look a I (he survey of fl igh rs, 
passengers and seizures will be in¬ 
teresting fseecfiartl 

Reputed international airportb 
coo. of course, are not free from 
smuggling operations but the volume 
is far less. Moreover, the central 
and slate custom authorities have 
been grappling with the increasing 
smuggling activity in a praiseworthy 
manner. The customs seizures show 
an increased revenue earning for 
both the centre and the states. 

The overall attitude to smuggling 


SGPC censures Amrita Pritam 


New Delhi: VVhen. on 7 Mav. the 
Shirnm«Mii Cunulwara Frahariduk 
Comma ICC (SdFCl sent ,1 letter i(» ihe 
Punjahi pot-i and novelist, Amnia 
JViiAtn, JLCMSing her of writing povmi 
which offended Sikh religion« «enii- 
me nth. it Lame a 'surprise to many 
pcMjilc. 1 'hc (ivc poenis that were 
singled out bv che commit lee had not 
orilv been published l.t voars ago. bui 
contained fvw. if any, rrferi-nce.s ro 
religion. The pueinswcie published in 
her hook re Cj/iia*. published 

111 1%9. which won the presngluus 
19N1 Hharatiyii Jnanpiih Award for 
literuture hi men during ihe period 
1965 to IM74. 

Ms Pritam. M. who was awarded 
the ball Ilya Ak.idcmi prize m J9S6 
and the Padma Shn in l%n. felt that 
the whole issue h.id been mstigai^ 
hy f* group uf JuUmidcr bdsi'd writers 
and iimriiHiisis associated with a I'lur- 
mukni daily published from that city, 
who had exerted pressure on the 
SCiPC ;o take this xvp. According to 
Ms Kritani, this group resented her 
success and wide rvs’ognitiun as .1 poet 
and writer. They had been waging a 
cainpuign against her ever since she 
won the Jnanpiih Award. 

According to Mr Khushwant Singh, 
former editor of the Hindustan Times 
and a fellow novelist vdio had trans* 
laied the poems into English, the 
SCrPC's notice essentially expressed 
"disapproval nf Amrita Fritam as a 
Mrson rather than as a poet.'* Ms 
Friiam*s unconventional lifestyle has 
long been a source of annoyance to 
urihodok sections of Punjabi society. 
Mr Khuihwant Singh said that Ms 
Fritam had gone to the Prune Mims* 
ter on receiving the notice and the FM 


had suggested that she apmnach Mr 
Khuihwant Singh to handle her de¬ 
fence. 

Iniercsrir^y. both Mr Khushwant 
Singh and ms l^iam vehemently felt 
that the SG^‘t nonce was not a form 
uf religious censor ship, and was not 
the first indicatfun uf an attempt to 
enforce certain literary guidelines on 
morahry. They insisted chat the essen. 
tial reAHiMi was profcssioiw] rivalry. 
Mr Khushwant Singh did say. howev¬ 
er. that the very fact that the situation 
had arisen was **another symptom of 
the rising fundamentalism and in¬ 
tolerance in this country to which the 
Sikhs are no exception " RanjaiM Sen 
Gupta met Ms Amrita Fritaoi in Delhi 
to ask about the SGFC's notice. Ex¬ 
cerpts from the interview: 

Q: Why hat the SCPC issued a 
notice to vou for wr/rmg poem.< 
altepedty offensive to Stkh religious 
sentiments? 

A: These poems were published 
tong ago. It IS only because the Jnan¬ 
piih Award has created a lot of 
jealousy and resentment among a 
group of Punjabi writers and journal¬ 
ists. and it is they who have pressu¬ 
rised the SGPC mio issuing this 
notice. 

O: Who does this group consist of? 

A: They are associated with a Gur- 
roukhi daily published from JuUun- 
der. 1 donT want to mention their 
names; they have links with certain 
Akaii leaders and hence have been 
able to influence the $CPC. This 
group has aiiaeked me under the 
cover of religion since they can’t say 
nnything a^inst my poetry. It is just 
prMessional jealousy. 

Q: When did you nrar bear of this? 


A; I received a letter on 7 May 
Signed by the legal adviser uf ihc 
SGPC. The leiicr said that my *‘aiii. 
rude was not respectful tu Sikhism" 
and that I have *inienilonally dis¬ 
graced them." The letter said that 
they would file a criminal case 

Q: What was your reply? 

At Mr Khushwant Singh has replied 
on my behalf. He wriue to the SGPC 
on 9 May that he had translated the 
poems, and had reread them. He said 
the poems ’‘highU^t the personality 
of Cum Nanak and are written out of 
love and devoiion.** In a second letter, 
he suggested that the poems be asses¬ 
sed by a panel of Puniabi writers and 
iniellectuals. The SGPC sent a reply 
saying they would consider his sug- 
Mtions wnen they took the matter 
Further. 

O. Do you see the SGFC's nonce as 
a form of religious censorship? 

A; They (rhe SOFC) are not trying 
to enforce any particular outlook. 
They have simply allowed themselves 
to be used. But the committee should 
not have allowed itself to be used in 
this manner. They should have had 
that integrity of mind. They were 
misguided I suppose. 

Q: Why did they single out these 
pantcttlar poems? 

A: 1 dcm’i know. There is nothing to 
offend Sikh religious orthodoi^ in 
any of my poems. In fact, two of the 
poems they have objected to, are part 
of a long series. I think they were 
picked on only because of their titles, 
which are Singh and ICaur 

O: What is your reaction to aJI this? 

A: 1 am trua to myself and true to 
Guru Naaak. And tiut ia a aourca ot 
great satisfacrk>n to me. 


50 



srw 


activity too has chanted. For exam< 

S it, tnembers of the royal family of 
hutan who had flown m from Hon* 
^ong last year went cm record to 
have $mugtl<d told in nine brief 
cases valued at Rs 2.7 crores. They 
were detected in time by the custom 
officials while they were rushing 
along the green chennel wh;ch is 
exclusively tur the use of passen^rs 
carrying no dutiable eoods. The 
three members of the Bnutan royal 
family are said to have been in 
volved in two more smuggling cases 
in the past. But et the moment, the 


case is at a standstill, awaiting in< 
siructions from Delhi. If such cases 
are hushed up under instructions 
from higher ups. one has every 
reason to doubt that ibe government 
is really keen on discouraging smug* 
gling activity. 

Yet, the custom department at 
Calcutta airport is ^uite vigilant, 
says Mr T. Swaminathan. collector of 
customs. There have been very few 
instances when smugglers have real* 
ly got away, hoodwi^mg the custom 
checkers. But some measures will 
have to be taken to ensure that the 


green channel will not be misused by 
the top people, otherwise smuggling 
operations will continue to flourish 
despite stricter vigilance by the offi* 
ciais of (he customs deparcment. 
Both Mr Swaminethan ana Mr B.P. 
Varma, the additional collector of 
customs, said that the passengers do 
have a righi to walk through the 
green channel and they hopM that 
passengers would meintein the 
dignity of (he facilities offered to the 
public for quick movement. 

Niher Gbosh 


MAHARASHTRA 



The TIrpude factor 


Bombay: The ongoing power strug* 
gle between vhi^ minister Vasant* 
dada Paul and his deputy, Mr Ram* 
rao Adik, is likely to witness a new 
dlmencinn with the entry of Mr 
Nasikrao Tirpude into the Congres* 
sil). Mr Tirpude was the former 
deputy chief minister when Mr 
Vasantdado PatiJ fthen in the Che- 
van Cuncress) was the chief minister 
in 1977. lie wa» solely responsible at 
that time fur keeping the Congressfl) 
flag flying in the state when in 
almost every other state it was hunt* 
bled. Yet Mrs Indira Gandhi, true to 
her opportunistic style of function* 
ing. threw him out of the party as 
soon as she had gathered enough 
strength of her own. Mr Tirpude. 
headstrong and outspoken by na* 
ture, dashed wiih Sanjay Gandhi 
and had, in a public meeting in Pune 
dubbed Mr Sharad Pawar as the 
'*Sanjuy Gandhi of Mr Y.B. Chavan." 
This had annoyed San>ay Gandhi 
and with a vengeance he wqrkod to 
oust Mr Tirpude and succeeded. 

Now the situation in Maharashtra 
has changed once again. Vidarbha is 
sitting on a volcano of discaiuent. 
nurtured by economic neglect. The 
power balance has once again 
shifted in favour of western Mahar* 
ashtra. For instance, late last month, 
the government had forgone rupees 
five crores by way of concessions to 

the sugar barons, who are primarily 

from western Maharashtra. But 
Vidarbha*s demands for more spin* 
ning mills have fallen on deaf ears. 

Mr Tirpude's first maior public 
appearance barely a week after he 
was re*admitted to the Congressfl) 
was, significantly, in Nagpur the 
cipict) of Vidarbha. This in itself 
showed that Mr Tirpude reflects the 
twin fears of 1. Safdarjang Road, 


namely, the possibility of • maratha 
confederation and the possibility, 
however remote, of Vidarbha falling 
into (he hands of Sharad Fawar or 
Maneka Gandhi, both of whom have 
been holding massive meetings 
Vidarbha has no leadership of its 
own which is capable of voicing the 
demands and aspirations of the re* 
gion. Even in iIn moment of catas* 
(rophe when its orange crop has 
wilted under the Kourge of drought 
and disease, when Baroud in Amra* 
vati district (known as the California 
of Vidarbha) ha» been turned into a 

Tsrpude: a spokesman for Vidorbhs 


desen, the state government has not 
woken to the needs of saving the 
orange groves. This calamity which 
has (oday befallen the orange groves 
was evident for the last threa yean, 
bur no steps were taken. Had it been 
the sugarcane crop m danger, .it 
would nave been a different story, 
sdy (he VidHrhhaltes. But oranges, 
like jowar and cotton, are the step 
children of (he Maharashtra govern* 
ment. And so Mr Nasikrao Tirpude*! 
emotive speeches and organisariona) 
capacity are likely to make him the 
spokesman of Vidarbha. Mr Tirpude, 
like Mr Aniulay, does not believe in 
“siren politico.** He believes In 
“table politics where everything is 
done by manoeuvring,'' said one 
Vidarbha pulhician. In his speech at 
a rousing reception accorded to him 
in N.igpur, Mr Tirpude said. “The six 
district>»of western Maharashtra are 
the empire, ami Vidarbha, Marath* 
wada and the Konkan are its col* 
onies." He literallv called for an 
'^overthrow' of (his domination if the 
unity of (he state is to remain in* 
tact.” 

Today it is the squabbling 
marathus who reiain ihe reins of 
power, however illusory. The chief 
minister and the deputy chief minis* 
ter are both from western Maharash* 
(ra. And so is Mr Babasaheb Bhosale 
who is trying to form a third force in 
the state. Mr Tirpude is trying for 
the leadership of the non*marathas 
who form $0 per cent of the legisla* 
tors in the Vidarbha region. He is 
donning the mantle of ex*chief minis¬ 
ter Antulay who was a rallying force 

for the minorities and the non. 

marathas and who used his position 
to shift the balance of power from 
western Maharashtra and distribute 
it 10 Konkan, Vidarbha and Marath* 
wada. With Mr AniuUy*s ouster in 
1992, the position had reverted to 
(he pre*An(ulay days. 

The point that Mr Tirpudv's tough 
stand and speeches raises, is 
whether (he Congresi(l) high com* 
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msnd would hk« to 9ee the disin* 
UgratioD of the p«riy. Mr Tirpude’i 
position is bound to sharpen the 
confrontation between The marachas 
and non marathas. which any battJe 
for economic justice is going to re* 
suit in. 

The nature of Mr Tirpude’s true 
roie will be revealed soon in today's 
fast pace of political changes. For, if 
Mr Tirpude has been re-admitied 
into the party to be a trouble shooter 
on behalf of the tro^ubled deity in 
Kew Delhi, he will have a tough tune. 
The people of Vidarbha have had 
their appetites whetted by the hope.s 
held out to them and fulfilled to 
some extent by Mr AntuUy. They are 
tinlikely to be satisfied with Mr Tir* 
pude’s rhetoric, however emotive, 
about the hegemony of western 
Maharashtra. They wifi expect some' 
thing more concrete, particularly be* 
cause neither Mr Shnrad Pawar nor 
Maneka Gandhi lack in rhetoric 
power. 

Mr Tirpude, like all leaders, has 


starred out by eay^ thtt he doea 
not want any position in ante poll* 
tics and that the triumvirate of 
Vasantdada, Adlk and Aseer should 
not be worried -about his re*entry. 
But his supporters have been un¬ 
abashedly canvassing for him to take 
over as MPCC president, for which 
he has the **rignt'* qualification. He 
has been a loyalist and has served 
Mrs Gandhi like few other politi¬ 
cians in Maharashtra have. Moreov¬ 
er. he belongs to the scheduled caste 
and a backward region. By nature 
and temperament, he cannot remain 
in the iMckground. Although he is 
older and has suffered, first when he 
was at loggerheads with Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi and then when he was in wilder¬ 
ness waiting ipiparienily to get into 
the CongresstU he is capable of 
odding fuel to the fire of infighting 
and power struggle that is ravaging 
the party at the highest levels in 
Maharashtra. 

Olga Tellls 


tinuing, end adcor^i^ to sMdenta^» 
solution was emerging ,whca la e 
surprise raid, a posse of the central 
reserve police force (CRPF) entered 
the campus, broke Into the VC*s 
house end reacued the three uni¬ 
versity officials. In tho process, the 
30 students in the house were beaten 
up and several injured. They were 
arrested end the police withdrew 
with them and the officials, who 
were later hospitalised. Subsequent¬ 
ly, the students left on the campus 
iveni on a violent rampage, smashing 
the window panes of the teacher^ 
houses and stoning cars belonging to 
faculty members* The violence is 
said to be the work of a few “extrem¬ 
ist elements,’* and evidence does 
point to the fact that many students 
tried to restrain them. During the 
rampage, the university security 
staff was nowhere in sight and the 
terrified teachers were left at the 
mercy of the mob. 

With nearly all their leadership in 
fail, the student's union wak finding 
It difficult CO chalk out a coherent 
strategy. The order, on 12 

May, to vacate the hosii s within 48 
hours was a further blfH^. A delega¬ 
tion to the Lt. Covei'ni)r (LG) of 
Delhi, Mr Jagmohan, f.uled to get 
the eviction order qun>hed or get 
any guarantee on ihv release of 
students in Jail. The I.G said that 
since rhey had been remanded in 
judicial custody, it was a matter for 
the courts to decide 

The arrested students were lodged 
in Delhi's Tihar Jail but on IS May 
four girls managed to escape by 
having the seal stamped on visitors' 
arms transferred onto theirs. The 
same expedient was used by 63 boys 
whose escape was detected two days 
later. Six members of the jail staff 
were subsequently suspended. Since 
all the escapees gave false names 
end addresses to the police, they 
have not yet been traced. 

The students still in jail were sub¬ 
sequently released on bail. They face 
a total of 19 charges including 
attempt to murder and giving false 
names. No distinction has been made 
on the charges against those who 
were erresteo gheraomg the VC and 
those who courted arrest later. 

The VC, Prof. P.N. Srivaacav, is 
determined to "spruce up" the uni¬ 
versity before reopening it. Accord¬ 
ing to him, a group of “extremist" 
students was responsible for the 
trouble. The students union is di¬ 
vided and despite talks between the 
VC and the JNUSU president, N.R. 
Mohanty, the gulf between the stu¬ 
dents and teachers is still unbridged. 
Today, the campus is desened. (5nly 
the twice end few teachers in the 
staff querters, remain. There is no 
indication aa yet, of when the situa¬ 
tion will return to normal. 

Hgnjana Sea Gupta 


JNU 

Violence in the academy 

^ew Delhi: When Jalees Ahmad, a 


ost-graduaie science student of 
ewanarlal Nehru University (JNU) 
was directed to shift from Jhehim 
hostel to Gangs hostel, no one fore¬ 
saw that it would snowball into a 
bitter confrontoiion between the stu¬ 
dents and teachers, the entry of the 
police into the campus, the destruc¬ 
tion of several thousand rupees 
worth of property the closure ot the 
university sine die and the arrest of 
over 350 students, including 60 girls. 

The present crisis began when the 
warden of Jhelum hostel, Dr M. 
Alam, directed Jalees Ahmad, a Phd 
student in the school of environmen¬ 
tal sciences, to shift to the adjacent 
hostel, Ganga. Relations between 
the TWO had been strained Matters 
came to a head when Ahmad abused 
Dr Atom's wife, and the warden 
ordered him to move out. Ahmad 
refused to shift and the students 
union took up the issue on the 
grounds that no action could be 
taken against Ahmad without an 
enquiry. 

Sitting in the ruins of his drawing 
room, amidst broken furniture and 
Washed crockery, a still shaken Dr 
Alam insisted that an enquire had. in 
fact, been held on 4 April Ancnad 
was cveciTually forced to move iind a 
lock was placed on his Jhelum hostel 
room. On 27 April, however, a large 
group of students ghereoed Dr 
AJaen's residence in Jnelum hostel, 
demanding the reinstatement of 
Ahmad in Jhelum. pending an en¬ 
quiry 

The gheno of Dr Alam was lifted 
only seven days later, after the VC 
Prof. P. N. srivastava. refused to 
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accede to the demands and a strong 
condemnation of the ghersc was 
made bv the JNU teachers associa¬ 
tion (JNUTAK when a group of stu¬ 
dents including the union president 
Mr N, R. Mohanty. the general 
secretary. Mr Sajal Mitra and others 
broke open the lock on Ahmad's 
Jhelum hostel room. An Associa¬ 
tion meeting passed a resolution con¬ 
demning the incident and urging 
disciplinary action against the con¬ 
cerned students, failing which they 
would boycott the coming final 
semester examinations. Underpress¬ 
ure from the JNUTA, and in the 
absence of the VC, the administra¬ 
tion issued a show cause notice to the 
union president, the general secret¬ 
ary and Jalees Ahmad, asking whv 
they should not be penalised, lead¬ 
ing to expulsion and giving a 48 hour 
deadline for their reply. 

After this, events moved swiftly. 
On 7 May a general body meeting, 
attended by nearly 900 students (the 
total student strength is about 3.000) 
endorsed, is a rare show of unity the 
students council's decision to 
boycott exams and all academic 
work unless the notice was with¬ 
drawn. On 9 May the VC (who had 
returned) refuse to budge and 
tssued an expulsion ootmeation 
against the three students. Hie same 
evening, an emergency meeting of 
the students decided to ghereo the 
VC and nearly 1,000 students mar¬ 
ched to the VC's residence on the 
new campus, where he had aet up a 
camp office and was holding a maep 
ing with the rector, Mr M. S. Agwaml 
and the registrar. Ur R. S. Mtra. 

Negotiations were, howevar, con* 










NON-RESIDENT INS^STMENT 



Bombay: So far, tha war has been 
mostly of words and confined to the 
drawini boards of the rival camps. 
But for the UK*based expatriate 
businessman, Swraj Paul, on one 
side and the Indian industrialists on 
the other, the hour of reckoning is at 
hand. When the Escorts sharehol* 
d«rs meet for the company's annual 

S eneral meeimg in Demi at 11 am on 
June, the rival strategies will be 
known and draw them to a headlong 
clash. The Nandas who own and 
manage the company, have already 
made it known that they are not 
going to approve the transfer of 
some 463,000 shares bought by Swraj 
Paul in his bid to acquire the com* 
pany. On 13 May, the dav the com* 
l>Bny's books were closed, the Nan* 
das appointed a subcommittee to 
screen Ml the applications received 
for the transfer of shares The sub* 
committee includes, among others, a 

S sJavy of former civil servants like S. 
anganathan. a former auditor* 

( eneral of India. S. BhoothaJingam, a 
ormcr secretary to finance ministry 
and K B. Lala, a former commerce 
and defence secretary. Obviously, 
the Nandas do not want to give the 
impression that they had* rejected 
the transfers out of spite for Swraj 
Paul. 

Under the company laws the Nan* 
das can delay the transfers tiU 12 

S , but the contract that they have 
the Delhi stock exchange makes 
It obligatory for them to signify their 
intentions regarding the transfers by 
12 June. And here. Swraj Paul holds 
the whip. Under the terms of what is 
called in the stock market as the 
listing agreement (an agreement 
which the management of all the 
companies are required to execute 
with authorities of a stock exchange 
for listing their shares for trading in 
stock market), the Escorts board, 
like the board of directors of any 
other company listed in the stock 
exchange, can refuse to transfer only 
under three circumstances. One: 
when any statutory prohibition or 
any prohibitory order of a competent 
authority restrains the transfers. 
Two: when a court prohibits the 
transfers. Three: when under the 
terms of the articles of association of 
the company, the board, in excep* 
tionai circumstances, does not 
approve of the transfers, 
uy all indications, the Nendas will 
be taking shelter under the third 
choice to stall the shares boi^i by 
Swraj Paul (worth about Rs 3.S 
crores). Even then, the company is 
required to take the president of the 
Delhi slock exchange into its conli* 
denet and tell him the reasons for 
rejecting the share transfers, And 
who is (he president of the Delhi 



ttidttg an aethr* hoi. ... 
writing new issues and shmi* s>asti* 
cularly with financial institutions,' 
his firm, H. B, Financial Consultants 
Private Limited, also specialises in 
managing new equity issues, deben* 
tures and fixed deposit schemas. 
Apart from this«Mr Bnasin is also on 
the board of directori of several 
public limited companies and invest* 
meat companies. Obviously, he can 
be of great help to Swraj Paul when 
he presses his claims for the share, 
ana pending the transfer, he can 
demand postponement of the annual 
general meetina. This will also test 
which way the tinancial institutions 
would tilt. The financial iniritutiont 
hold about M per cent of the shares 
Esco'ti and the EKorti meeting 


itponed unless the in* 
irow their weight with 


E ' icipal 
n ouyij 


... V ^ 

• • • A* • 

Bhisin: in (he buying husiness 

stock exchange? He is one of two 
stockbrokers who have 
lying shares for Swrai Paul 
ever since Mr Paul decided to nave a 
swipe at Indie's two corporate 
giants—the DCM and (he Escorts— 
early this year. 

Karish Bha>in. 44, is serving hiK 
second successive term as president 
of (he Delhi stock exchange. Besides 


in 

cannot oe post 
stitufions (nro 
Swraj Paul. 

Since April, (he Nandas had been 
taking steps to increase their own 
shsrenulding (which is one reason 
why (he prices of Escorts shares 
continued to rise even after the 
finance minister announced a five 
per cent ceiling for non*reiidenta' 
shareholding in a company) and re* 
duce the clout of the financial in* 
sntuTions. Apart from offering liber* 
al credit facilities to its suppliers and 
distrihurors buying Escons shares 
from the market, the Nandas also 
offered non resident Indians, a Rs ID 
Escorts share at Rs 20 when the 
ruling market price was over Ri 70, 

A Special Correspondent 


'We 7/ get the transfer done' 


New Delhi: H. C. Bhasin looks more 
like a senior executive of a comp^ioy 
(hen the popular image of a Mock* 
broker. But he is as reticent as any 
oiher stockbroker when it comes to 
talking about his business. When Ran- 
jana Stn Cupta met him in his plush 
office dominated by the portraits of 
Tirupati, Lakshmi and Curu Nanak. 
the^eying, safati*Mii( clad Mr Bhasin 
decuned to give the details about the 
extent of money invested by Swraj 
Paul in Escorts and DCM *.haresor the 
number of shares involved. However, 
he volunteered the information that 
he had been acquainted with Mr Paul 
for several years and gave his views 
on (he takeover bids by the nan- 
resident Indians. Excei^^.' 

S .' How did you buy thts •^ares on 
sif of Mr Swraj Paul? 

A: Through open purchases in (he 
share marker. 

O: Are you stiU buying the shares? 
A: (Buying shares i is my business. I 
am in the process of buying. 

Q: Why was there first a sudden 
spurr m (he price of shares in these 
companies and then a sudden de* 
dine? 

A: The first was because of fear (on 
part of the managements) of non- 
resideOi invesineni, and the decline 
was because of the guidelines ion 
non*reaident investment) which were 


ipecieo irom the governmeni. 

() What wiil your strategy be if the 


expected from the 
fyoui 

companies refuse to register the 
shares? 

A: We will appeal to the company 
law board and have the transfer done. 

Q; Have there btvn any precedents 
of companies refusing to register the 
transfer? What was the stand of the 
company Saw board? 

A: Refusals of registrations have 
been upheld by the company law 
board on previous occasions only nn 
grounds of technicalities. The com* 
pany law board has to take a decision 
within 60 days of the appeal. The onus 
is on the companies to prove the 
reason for their refusal, Mela fide 
intentions are extremely difficult to 
establish There was a precedent this 
vear itself when the company law 
board ordered international invest* 
menis to transfer the shares in our 
name. Another precedent is Bajaj 
Tempo. 

Q: What would the tm^ications for 
the stock exchange be if the company 
law board refuses to uphold vour 
appea/? 

Ar Shares are negotiable insiru* 
ments and have to be kepi alive. A 
refusal would mean (hat shares will 
lose all value and (this) will have dire 
consequences in all stock markets in 
the country. 


S3 


NEWS: iNTERNATIONAL 



CINEMA 


A director is sacked 


Calcutta: Polish authorities, it has 
been reported, have sacked the well- 
known film*maker. Andrej Wajda, 
from'his post of director o/ the 
Warsaw Film Unit 'XV The fact that 
no reasons have been given, has 
raised inevitable questions from con* 
cernad quarters all over the world. 
The foremost question is. of course, 
whether this action has been taken 
against the film'maker in an attempt 
to silence anv criticism aeainst the 
existing social and political unrest in 
the country. 

The pMgnt of the Latin*American 
fjJm<fflakers is already wall known. 
Ben Barka and Med Hondo, the two 
nonconformist filmmakeri are in 
exile; llmas Gunev. the TurkUh film* 
maker. eKaped from (ha country’s 
rison and took political asvium in 
ranee, Milos Foreman left fsechos* 
lovakia and .a presently making 
films in Hollywood: recently, three 
Polish film maker* starreci living 
abroad—Skoiimowiki in London, 
Zanussi somewhere in West Cer* 
many and Wajda in Berlin. 

Perhaps the action taken against 
Wajda can be seen in the light of his 
recent film, Den ton, which, just two 
months ugo, was screened in the 
information section of the I9$J Ber* 
hn International Film Festival. The 
film depicts ideological conflicts be 
tween two leaders of the French 
revolution, but it is clear that Wajda 
has tried to portray a historical epi* 
sode through contemporary events 
in Poland—Danton could well be 
modelled on Lech Walesa. Moreover, 
the film has comments like: 'The 
enemy of the people is one. that is 
the government.” The Polish govern* 
meat's argument, therefore, is that 
the film is anti establishment and 
sides with Solidarity. Thus, although 
Denton has been released elsewhere 
<it was shown in France in January) 
it is still to be shown in Poland. 

Political oppression of films or 
film*makers t$ nothing new. Even 
film makers in India have, at some 
stage or the other, faced it. As a 
film*makar. Aparna Sen feels that an 
uprooted tree cannot be planted in 
some other soil and likewise a film* 
maker exiled from his motherland 
and forced to make films abroad can 
never be ai his best. Tn her opinion, 
^Capitalist countries are much more 
liberal than any socialist country as 
filmmakers there are almost inde* 
pendent." 

Meanwhile, to the non*confnrmist 
Mrinal Sen, the progressive outlook 
of the capitalist governments is not 
at all genuine. He judges the sacking 
of Wejda from quite a different 
viewpoint. When he was ebroed last 
54 


year, the On assis Foundation Award 
(with a very large amount of prue 
money, perhaps) was announced in 
favour of Wujdu for his struggle 
against the repression against nu* 
man rights. ’'I thought Wajda would 


rtftMe the priie^ f orthk Is how taleii^ 
is purdieaed.'' said Mrinal Sen. 

Fight for Solidarity and to accept the* 
Onassis Foundation Award are quite 
different things. But a few days ago 
while sirting in Oberhausen in West 
Germany I heard the news that Wa* 
jda had accepted the award. To me 
this was really shocking. One can 
express his political belief, one can 
even be critical about the policies of 
the ruling class, but one should not 
allow others to exploit such beliefs." 

Swapan Kumar Ghosh 


Emmanuelle star's battle 
for life 



Former nude an»<hl and fUm-ater, Juiie Moxon. wAb crented a «ensar;on with 
her Appearance in Emmanuelle in Mho. ts hattUng (or her life in a hospitai at 
SltHjgh fVKl The ^g-rrar-old acrrrss wa< dragged out of her hhvng Mercedes 
which hud veered oft the motorway near DarcAex on 5 May, and admitted in 
hospitat with severe bum injc/nes. TAe accident occurred Aours after sAe Aad 
won the funners-u^prite tn a beauty contest and was driving back home' Inset, 
is what remams 0 / tAe CJO.OOO Mercedes balievtd to have been a gift from an 
Arab suitor. 
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Snake myths and facts 



Myfbs about makei abound in In* 
dia and practically all of them can 
easily be demolished. One of the 
most popular myths is that snakes 
lake revenge. This is far from true^ 
revenge is perhaps an exclusively 
human eootioA. nor» as wives* tales 
would have us believe, do snakes 
dnnk milk^they only eat rats, frogs, 
birds. Utards and. rarely, eus 
Another widespread belief Is i^t 
mantras can safeguard human 
beings from snake*biie. This is not 
true. Anii venom injection is the 
only cure for snake*bite. But (here is 
no need for panic if you are bitten by 
a snake: lor, out of 200 kinds of 
snakes commonly found in India, 
only four are veoomous->krait. cob* 
ra, Russell's viper, and saw*scale 
viper. 

Steps which can be taken to pre* 
vent being bitten are to use a torch 
at niehi and not to go out of ones 
way to kill a snake. 


Do you know? 


There are certain low forms of 
vegetable life in the soil which cen 
ettack a living poteto and make it 
rotten. Fortunately, however, the 
potato has its own inbuilt safe¬ 
guards. One is its skin which keeps. 


out microbes and other organisms 
that would otberwiae feed on it. The 
other is the potato's living cells 
which have the poser of protecting 
themselves from microbe and in* 
secu. 


Bottle and cork feat 


\ m :> 

JL 



Want to play a trick on your 
friends? Fine. All you require is a 
wide*mouthed bottle and a cork of a 
site much smaller than the mouth of 
the bottle. Placing the bottle hori* 
sonielly, cork its mouth. Now ask 
your friend to push the cork inside 
the bottle by blowing it in. The 
outcome? The cork jumps our of the 
bottle rather then into it! 

This is a case of the Bernoulli 
principle et work. As you blow, you 
reduce the pressure in the vicinity of 
the neck of the bottle. The eir inside 
the bottle now exens more pressure 
at the neck of the bottle and throws 
the cork out of the bottle. 


Spot what's wrong 


Figure this out 


Three men A. B and C have un* 
equal amounts of money. A gives B 

as much as B has and C as much as C 
has. Then. B gives C and A as much 


gives A and B as much as they each 
then have. If, now, all of them have 
equal amounts, what arc the least 
amounts th^ had in the beginning? 
All transactions are in iniegra] num* 
ber of rupees. 



as they each then have. Lastly. C 
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Colgate's 

trusted formula works 
to give you clean, 
fresh breath... 
strong, healthy teeth 
every time you brush. 


Here's how: 

Odour- and decav-causmg bacteria 
ill grow in food particles trapped 
t I 1.1 .1 between your teeth. 

Cotgate's unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove dangerous 
food particles arvd becteria. 

■■■■■ Result: Fresh-bresth confidence. 

[ I I T 1 P*’0tectjon against decay. 

Lj.. 1. 1_J strong healthy teeth. 

Remember to brush with Colgate Dental Cream 
after every meal; Stop bad breath... fight tooth dacay 




f40rM\ 


You'll love its fresh minty taste! 




K}|^(Baat 

M uhun ChMkrsbony 
in4 luck 4re havlnf • 
gJorious alUir. The uiim 
man who was rejecced by 
one producer after 
anot ner, the same man 
who was stopped at studio 
gates and osked ru go and 
see his fnee in the mirror 
even after he had won the 
naciunul award fur the 
buHt ^ctor, H now heving 
the liitt Jaugh, He is wo^* 
ing with almost all the btg 
bnmim ami )Uk< doesn't 
have 1 he time fur even his 
favourite dugx and his 
wifi>, >’uxeef.r (formerly 
Hiihi. Hiere was j time 
when jcticsses used to 
tlitIIIheii pretty noses up 
<»r make snide remarks be* 
forv uMCH.r ing any offer to 
work with that “laU black 
boy '* I he same girls 
art* t rvi ng t he i r best t o be 
learned with him 

7p a me Nh war; may not 
£\ haw mode it verv big 
on her own. but is still like 
aged moiherand ** 00 ? 
who inspires*' all the strug* 
gler^. Ilci flat in Bandra. 
ver V close to a famous 
(liurch« is like an open 
house. Walk in any time 
.itid yciu will see afl kinds 
otsiruggbng actors^ 
actresses, writers, musi- 
Clans and even techni* 
ciuns. They just sit a round 
(Ubcussing plans fur the 
future and Rameshwari 
encourages them with 
sweei talk and hot cups of 
tea. There is one thing 
about Rameshwari her 
friends admire^her guts. 
She has been living with 
her boy friend Dfepak 
Seih wliu is also a strug 
JiiiR actor. She comes 
Iroin a very orthodokfami* 
ly in Andhra Pradesh. 

T he gl and success of B. 

R. C/iopre’s Nikaah 
has boosted the sagging 
spirii s of many, hut (he 
man who has benefited 
most is good old Oevpak 
Pnrashar. A little beiore 
the D.R. flint was released 
Deepak’s career was ai its 
lowest ebb. His contrihu* 
lion to the success of 
N/k«iah is debatable hui ii 
has done him a world of 
good. In the wake of the 
release of Nikath he has 
signed a number of new. 




Afirhun Chaknbotry: the 
hoffavountt _ 

mainly small budget films. 
*‘TheM small films could 
draw the attention of the 
big ones and U is very 
essential to be around.* be 
says. 

P oonum i>hii/an's day 
was made recently 
when she read an iiiter* 
view with £>xifp Xumar in 
which he counted her 
among the better actresses 
of the new generation. 

R eena i^oy seems to 
have enough of all the 
games, glamour aiul con* 
iruversies that have been 
so much a part of her life 

KamesAwin* counsei/or 


impair Baraaliar good days 

for almost 15 v;ears now. 
Sbe U now seriously think> 
Ing about har future. Sud* 
dtniy she seems to have 
become very serious, 
which has worried all her 
friends, Ians and produc* 
ers. Reena has stopped 
signing new films Her 
plans arc to complete 
whatever films she has on 
hand In another raar or so 
and then settle down. 
There is talk about her 
having an affair with a 
millionaire from abroad. A 
rumour suddenly spread 
that she had marrlM that 
man but it soon died down. 
The fact however, is that 




Reena Ror^ 
and of tbe road? 

Reena has slopped signing 
films. **Don'c you thitu it 
is time I settlM down to a 
peacaful life? I have given 
some of the best years of 
mvJife (0 the industry. It 
is nigh time I did some¬ 
thing for myself." Reena 
says and she is right. 

T his is what happens 
when a fascinating 
actress’s "business'* ik not 
well looked after. Radmmi 
Kothapure is busy looking 
for roles these days. The 
roles are not coming as 
they used to even though 
everyone knows she is one 
of the best actresses we 
have today. The reason (s 
Ihei there is a man who is 
behind all this. It is he who 
looks after her work and is 
busy irritating and ditch* 
ing producers. And Padmi* 
ni knows him very well but 
shecan'tdomuch about it. 
She is hopelessly helpless. 

E veryone is making a lot 
of noise about the 
rivalry between Jarap* 
radhe and Srfdevt. in Bom* 
bay not too many know of 
their differences but the 

r isip magasines are busy 
ing research and have 
Already come out with 
some shocking truths. In 
the wake of aU this talk 
comes the news that D. 
Rama Naida, a leading 
Andhra producer, has 
signed both Jayapradha 
and Sridevi for his new 
fihn Thofa and Jaetendra 
(againi) is the hero. And 

very heroically, Jeetu 

says, *1 don't l!mow what 
the gossip magasines are 
talking about. I only know 
that tM two girls are very 
good actresses. I am not 
interested in knowing ab¬ 
out their personal lives. 1 
only hope that their be¬ 
haviour doesn't affect the 
film" 
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For 125 small-scale and ancillary units 
this symbol Is the key to the world 



Hindustan Lever 
wins the ASSOCHAM Award 

Over the years»Hindustan 
Lever has been helping India’s 
small-scale sector market its 
products abroad;a carpet 
manutacturer in Banaras to roll 
into the U.K.marKet;a 
shoemaker in Agra to enter 
renowned stores in £urope;a 
garment house In Bombay to 
attain recognition rn competitive 
fashion markets in Paris, Rome 
end Geneve. In 1982. Hindustan 
Lever s exports of products 
manufactured by small-scale 


HINDUSTAN LEVER UMITED AsaocHAUAwMDTeorHrisM 

Meeting the Challenge of Change 



and ancillary units touched 
Rs.lS crores. 

Hindustan Lever is proud 
of the ASSOCHAM Award - 
and for the recognition of its 
contribution in an area of 
national priority. But the Award 
really belongs to those 125 
small industries who have rieen 
to the challenge.stretched their 
resources, met tough Quality 
standards and tougher compe¬ 
tition... and shown In the face of 
impossible odds that India can do it 



LWTAIHLLEKtttSIS 



Suglaywidi Beginnings June 


_ AfIKt (IS M^y) 

L/^|_7TCP This w9¥i « a good tm to 
/ wand your Ousinoaa. Tha 

hoot ^iii b« 
J^^oascahii and should bnog 
you happinesa. Succosa in lov* affairs is 
irtdicaiaO took attar your haatth. dont 
iSHs It bghttv if you ora iH. Lattafi can 
bring you gooil news. Some good wm 
coma to you oiihar through your elders or 
some unexpected Quarters Don t maxt 
impulsive deosicns 
<joM Oain; 5. 7 end 9 
lecliir (Hfielan 3. 4 and $. 

Fivtwrabls llrattlea; Morth 


UOdSdapif U lapMh 

lad This may ba a protti- 
/^aM weak for you prcmded 
K^fni TOu lake the help of your 
b^^uCCWj fidirs Women vnl help 
you OM of a dMicuii sauaiion But your 
heeitt or rhe Kaaith of a lamay member, 
may create orooiarna the week Use 
discrebon m money matters Yourpryvata 
Me wia progress ber^attciaily Young 000 * 
pia and rt aka ct uais wdi contnbuia lo 
your suceasa and wal bemg 
Saad datas; 6. 7 and 9 
LiMbi Mimbart 1 , ? and 4 
Famraeia atrechaa: South West 


ByAMRtTLAL 


cmp^ry MfTTMRid (18 Oaaan 
Mt—M Jaatary) You 

{^L should ne tth ar lend nor bor* 

wjyg^^nfow money nor premise 
tLUJzjSuanyone anything. 6a 
gwdao by your mtuition and a fair degree 
of good fodune « in store for you this 
weak Busmesamen should ba cautious 
m thair daaings with cuslomars Avoid 
speculation and axtravagence Exoea* 
sive optimism a>uld ba dainmanial to 
you 

GaeS dans. S. B and 9. 

Lacbr nomban: 3 , $ a« B 

Ftvearabls SfrKtlss: Ea«l 


I UiJflUS 115 May—M Jaea] 
weak augurs wen for 
*y(£B^gJtova attairs. You are Wiaiy 
(T/^y^Klo ba fmarioatiy secure 
IThough fru$1ratior> may 
coma through some personal feiiura. a 
triand may help you out Be preoariid for 
unraasonabte demands from your afdf rs 
rms weak import,v>i people could contn. 
bula to your success 
Good datas; 7. 9 artd 11 
lucky rtatnbsn; 2. 3 and 7 
Fsvoursbfi dirtciiaa South East 


S VIttGO <15 S4ptambar-t4 
Octabar) H you ancounier 
satbacks tNs week do not 
be disheartened, better 
days ka ahead tnspita of 
all tttorts. youiprobiams we r>of be 
solved immadiataiy. Madng to perpia«tv 
and apprehension Vc<j may Mso have 
domssfec probitrT>s A wrong decision on 
your pad may create ccmpbcahohs 
Coed dalei:6 i0 and 11 
lucky Hempen 2. 7 and 6 
Favauriblo dirtfllaa. Easi 


p^<Z CAPntCOttN (15 JaevatY— td 

^February) This week pros* 
c peels are bleak <m the 

finaociai front, tingmoera 
k&l^al^hava new job prospacis. 
tnieHeciual and craatfva people are also 
Itkofy to do weu dxs week. You mtghi be 
imhuoov m leva Cixidren might prove 
uoubiesoma &e meticulous m business 
Oeakngs 

Gcad daiss 9 10 sr>d 11 

lucky HUfflCan 1. 4 arxf 7 
Fsvovrsbfc dincllcn; South 


GEMINI (IS Juh) 

u 2 xfi This could be a good week 
^L^*'*jQfOr you Imaocially Slu 
\Ty* Ah denis n’ay secure forergn 
\r^ ^LOd schoia'Shipa. Or iha other 
harKl. there may bo reason for anxiety 
and ill heaiih Those m govemmenr 
seAitca are advrsed (o be cauiMus m 
dealing wilh their superiors The lima is 
ripe for taking up a new venture, but rioi 
for resolving legal issues This weak may 
be a busy one for you 
Good dstat: 6. 6 and 10 
LKky fwmban: 4. 5 and 6. 

FavearaMt diraetlaa: WasI 


LIBRA (1.5 Oclabar-U 
Kavtaiber) This week wik 
a irymg ivia for you 
However, an axoriion of wd 
power should seoyoucrver 
the hurdles. You may suffer on the 
financial Iront. This is not a good time lor 
signing new contracts You may be 
unlucky m bvt, and tnands couU M you 
down Avoid trevei m g Try to please your 
seniors and do nof enter fHO urmecas* 
sary arguments 
BaM datai: 5. % and 1Q. 

Latty MunPert: 4. 7 and 9 
FavearaMt diractiae: North>Wasi 


AQUARIUS (15 February-* 14 
March) This IS a particularly 
uni4VOVratio week for 
pohliaans O^mpetilion on 
prolos^inral Ironi may 
cause ext'eirie aniuety. Vmj rnay be 
decaived by a ciosa incr^d or dssociata. 
You shoulo muster up ail your courage 
and Oelermmaiion to overcome lh<$ 
week's probfams On the domesUc frorYl, 
however you are Itkeiy to experience 
hennony 

Oaed dalts; 6. 7 and 10. 
lecty avmbers 4, 5 and 9. 

Pavearable dirtcum: North west. 


S CANCER (15 JMy-14 An- 
gast) n you proceed weniy 
00 the professH^nM front 
you could be lucky 
Fnands end reie d ves are 
kbeiy M help you out. This «wek • 
perbcuteriy ftvourabka for erbstic and 
Marary a oh iavoman ts Buf thia m not a 
geed week ky exurtehip. Quard agamsl 
deceit and be couregaoua 
Seed mm 5. B and 11. 

UiAy mmn: 1, 3 end 6. 

Fa weMi dtracMK NortfvEeil. 


a SCORPIO (15 Namabcr—14 
DecanParf Be careful aboui 
your professionai affairs 
this weak, Ybu would do 
wed lo ccnsuR yev Mdars 
and acs according 10 Iher advice Deal 
tecifUBy with reUbves. This ie noi an Ideal 
hme for ehen^ng your residence You 
mey be QuNe aucceaafui ttn week but do 
not \Mk9 anything for granted. 

Bead dator 6. 7 w«i 11 . 
iMly MBan: 8. 3 aiM I. 

Fasawyta MiecMae: South. 


r—rm PlSCE5(l5ftUrch-f4 Ayr1l| 

This waek is very favour* 
able for txisintssman. This 
fc5>Si/^iS also a good hme lor 
I ^ travading, A change of resi- 

dance is Nkety Your enemies may craaie 
problems for you, but try lo handle such 
situations dipiomaiicaily Do not ba lm> 
puisfva whan taking crucaM dacisVns. 
Keap i vigilant aya on Iha yourheeflh. 
<M iMai: 7. 6 vtf 11, 
lacPr HeflUin: 2. B and 7. 

FivaeraMa MracBac North. 


Far Mat ban ae Veu wa ganeraiy fifaiMfr by 

kamperafnant ««h the raaun that yoti oRan loee « eiRdanoa m 

yeu^. ForbaieefionlymlaoAyoutfyoufnGaAcaiiBfadaeira 
tOMruggla. VouwiBmaAeaQDodpulBdentf you puMtyeurae*. 


You are ebo fickia mindad and hence a word of ceukon alweys 
have your decfaicnsreMad by etdera. You do net haw the deaee 
IP help others eih tie reaiM that youwtf have very law friends 
lo heb» you out in your hour of need. 















••nlrr. 








qoU> 


by Qosc^nny and Udarzo 



Wl ^'9' 

X ^•- f.-^ 



TAKe 

COVlt! 









WHOAAe m? 



wa AM AAUVS! 


OH,rtiui»tymiiy'»w« watiPONT 

7H9u6Krvou«va£Hfmm!wi\ paapusin’ 

AKiCAP<AN9 poNTHrrrTOff wnh 
Wl HfTTnW . Wf‘A6 AT WM 
VVTTHTHtM' 


I AIK you r 
PO wi LOOK UKC 

Mirr»ni? 





WHOAMWI? Jwf’MSAULll 


WAI$OPOMV,we 
T>«0g6HT you WCMAIlVRiAMS' 
we HrntTM am at WA« WrtM 
T>16 AlIVKIAIJe.* 


I ASK YOU I 
VO yv6 LOOK UKC 
ASSYKIANS? 





«i '‘%V4 
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MANSA: Ne^irly 100 angry ivomen 
coulJ achieve in »ne day wha? repe¬ 
ated reprewntatton'i over a six month' 
old complaint could not. They storfaed 
the local inunicipal hall in Bhaiinda 
while a meeting wa> in prugres^ The 
wnmen entered the hall, inarched 
uway iigenda pa^rs and the proceed* 
ings birak and torsed the committee 
members to adjourn the session. The 
demonstrators gheraoed the cum/nit 
ivc president and members and forced 
them tn march to Amrifc Stngh Road. 
They were shown sewer water flowing 
into several houses and kitchens 
Some residents threw garbage on the 
ciders to which they submitted meekly 
to ovoid further humiliation. The pul^ 
lie health staff of the civic commjttee 
wore irnmtHlijtt'ly deployed to clean 
the choked sewer.— Ttmcyo/lndts 
iDebadarshi Nayak Cuttack i 

KANPI1R Two young people. Miss 
Neel am Chaturvedi and Mr Suman 
Raj. decided to live as life partners 
without any ceremony or ritual. This 
unique marriage was blessed hy not 
only the members of the two families 
but also a large number of sociai 
workers and iniellectuals at a simple 
function at Khalasi lines here this 
evening. Miss Chaturvedi and Mr Rai 
have Iwen m the (orefvotit of the 
agitation launched here against dowry 
murders, and are also actively in¬ 
volved in a number of organisations 
like Mahila Mukti Morcha and Sakhee 
Manch. etc. They said they had de 
cided lo live as husband and wife on 
the basis <if ‘ideological agreement* 
since they had always opposed exil 
practices attached to ritual marriaM 
ceremonies— Northern Indie Patnica 
(Atbmd <>utgu(ia, Barabanki) 

VIJAYAWADA:Thousands of applica* 
lions flooded the sub-collector's office 
here following Andhra Pradesh chief 
minister, Mr N.T. Rama Rao'a 
announcement at a meeting, thai 


houseless people could get sites from 
the collector ‘within an hour*. On 
Monday, .mplications started tridi- 
Irng in. and oy 12 May it was an 
avalaache. Thousands of people fnMi 
all over the town, carrying sugar 
idestitv cards, obtained applications 
forms from private vendors, got them 
filled up by many opporiuoisHc 
scribes who had set up Stt>ps*for the 
purpose. The sub<ollector took in the 
appUcalions and stacked them up. 
waiting for insrruciioAs from higher 
authorities. The police were sum¬ 
moned on 12 May to drive away the 
scribes and vendon but they persisted 
in remaining. During the last 20 years 
only about 10,000 people have been 
allotted huuM sites with land a^uired 
from private parties. ITiefc is very 
little government land left for dis¬ 
tribution. Officials as well as Tehigu 
Desam MLAs are flabbergasted by the 
development—Tlie Hindu (S. Htrihar* 
asubramaniam. Madras) 

NEW DELHI; Teachers and students 
of the Arabic department of Delhi 
University yesterday had to correct at 
least 40 mistakes in ^esrion paper IV 
of M A. f final). Trtt eiamination 
branch also failed to print paper IV of 
M.A. (previous) in Arabic. However, 
xeroxed copies of the examuiation 
paper, both typed and whcien by the 
examiner were dispatched in lime to 
the examination hall. This was not the 
first rime the examination branch had 
forgotten to print exoAination papers. 
On S May the examination branch had 
not even checked whether an examina 
tion paper for M^. (final) Persian 
students had been printed until the 
teachers of the department made fran¬ 
tic inquiries just before the examina. 
tion was scheduled to commence. Stu¬ 
dents waited in tbe examination hall 
as the officials had tbe paper stencil¬ 
led. The unsealed slencu was brought 
to tbe Ans Faculty Office where the 
paper was cyclosryled and then disiri 
buied to the students. The paper did 
nut evim mention the lime limn and 
the examination started half an hour 
behind schedule —Times oi indie (S. 
Narang, New Delhi) . 

HYDERABAD; A unique egg aorcha 
was taken out in the twin cities by dig 
National Egg Coordiatikpo Coounittee 
on the occasion of its first anniversary. 
As many as 30.000 hardboiM egg^ 
were carried in a couple of decorated 
vehicles with participants carrying col' 
otuf ui placards with slogans on forma' 
tion of poultry production. Later, the 
morrhe was converted into a publk 
meeting where various speakers ex- 
^ained the problems of poultry far¬ 
mers in getting remunerative prices 
for (heir produce. Tbe NatioBal Egg 
CoordinationConmiitee is an associa- 
tion of poultry fanas set up on 14 May 
last year to smeguard the intetesia oi 
poultry famrt is tbt coaatry«-T1ie 
Sraresnan (Rolmu Sagar, Riskra) 


IVIUtPiit Coimiipit 


We give tbe money so that Kash¬ 
mir IS strong. Because we believe 
that tbe strength of Kashmir is 
tbe strength of India—Mrs Gas- 
dht, on the centre's financial 
assistance to Kashmir 

It is very upsetting. I wrote those 
poems with such love, for me it is 
as if someone had defiled rhe 
sanctity of my emotions—Amrita 
Priiaai, on the attack by the 
SGPC on her poems 

He (NTR) is not a midwife (of a 
new opposition alliance)—H. N. 

Bahuguna 

She (Mrs Candhi) Is trying for a 
shortcut to control power. In a 
country like India power shared b 
power preserved—shared with 
the party, and with the people— 
D. X. Earooah, ih Currenr 






1 have not come as a messiah— 
Chandra Shekhar 

He (G.M. Shah) will have no poli¬ 
tical role. He will sit at home— 
Farooq Abdullah 

Samant only wanted to enter the 
Guioness Book of Records— 
Vasantdada Ratil on Samani's re¬ 
fusal to come to the oegotiaiing 
table to end tbe textile strike 

ft b the myth of Maneka rather 
than any prov^ competence of 
recognisable spirit of service thet 
appeals to Ameihi villagers— 
Sunanda K. Dutta-^Ray in 
^raresoan 

I think in their hearts people 
know that our way b the one net 
will produce results. No glib talk, 
M> reckless expenditure, no false 
promises. Just effort, ioveative' 
ness, qpaiity, ethaency and te- 
liability—Mrs Tbarcber quoted ui 
The TimeSt London 

Calcuna has its warmth that you 
wonT find in any other city—ln 
Calcurtt people have Miritual 
strength to co^ with tufiWln^ 
Moth^ Teresa in fodie Todsy 
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Make ewrv acf a lilt. 

















KoretmoJ fWMM 


Q«in* of tho 

CbM Am CACOMnCOTB bBMMA WWU (1«IB 
p lB»^l M ««rv 1*0 Ht CfIMO ^imW 
fltM^roiaAO <#n 0 «o Mar 0* *nirnado>Ml 
■nna at an Mfty nMA M fMwft tW 
«Waia *>ili moai hMuonSy Ia cofnpMMea 
baton raactwiQ fh* apoiw of Oioo oonon. 
M MtiAci. tw » n w»it. from boatn^ wtion 
two flMAta 0 * ttio leott coo eVtnb eopoiln 
oldM of ibo oioiMiiA boion mooSno M A* 
oumiw fof 0 fro* onO oovfrfr frtoTtfia** 
aow'v 

fho tomowo iobmiilt ftoJm onoowOir 
lA (ho Vomo OtywipioO of 1M2 i*oo • 


t H-CM 2 MM M«a 

2 MM fr-M 0 MM MM 

• MM MM « ll-QM 0-0 
7 W QMMM • 0-0 M 

• Ol# MOM to MQMIMtO 

11 H-M QM-Q2 U MKflS fMIl 

12 fr-M M-M 14 H-n 
•t'otdM oochomoo 'Moio tMO l»4n«« 


14 - - - 

10 ft-M 

rho froita 

lof Mole 


M 17 I 
b^ Mffr 
1 WMioONo 


M onOH »0«ji0 ffaOloeM or 

30 Mfrl fr t1 M^fhontfiwMi 

30 M7* 30 Mt «M 

31 fMU O-M 33 M IMM 


OMcbOfr 


OwoCMooMoKfOlO 


frow 33 O-M* K-N2 34 MR? 0-374 
30 K-41 OiO 30 wNh OMbW 

OioA •• fho Hodi bing eon fww oooapo 
from rash «hoM hocoiioo ^ • kMghi feifc 
on K4 or OM IfOu oon viOili M 4o>a0l OM 
for rowfOoiQ 

33 ... <Mm 34 IMI 34 K -03 

33 O-M 3-33 33 K-M OiF* 

and tAfrho noionoO. A uaIqoo oovobIo 


MICHAIL tTKAN 














































Swii^ ctd$$wori 


No. 7 


15 OvOrwd—« fan one* mor* e M*m» ( 7 ) 

If noTi •« 4i fVffior (nuttf*0-f*l fMo-ftorfs (7) 
a. MfMdt. • W of OOM on to M E Adnslc co*M 
a M wmihm «*onnm«. i6i 

a T)i*. I cv •* ii0hi m*0lr 10 9«i >tw fof (5. 7) 
S 0 rnoml you^o * fornl H) 

M SucUm My. ■« urtortuM (li 
tr Th* MO • •n POM* Ml*n If) 



2 Er* vf}*r wnOos g*l i p*n)ori {f | 

3 44^aci« MMir fttt a warm apM tr lad |5. 6} 

4 Altabia Franen ftwntf 99 b a ntr* {3) 

5 Tmfefhl fopos* on a 9r»M haohl r7> 

6 To maha &*lo«*d, ok organ mu$l tolOH' concNi»ioo (5) 

7 Ittf h*ff mvb n«M a M of monty (4) 

5 0 fusMd $ouV> maoiy-how ha shakaa^ II) 

12 To b* so roquMa boti wohwrs lo bs «qualy adap> (12) 

IS Vbu*y san-clAO ponv ntMlMrs (fij 

17 Nfr b«* rougny. 10 hnd ono ««ho 9*a*a oM of dMcanf of an aslale (I) 

if Ran** BK c*r ovom (6) 

19 A sM* BM Mna out IM mosi pratty (7» 

21 7he tmC s h owed Bia way. and was dabgnatad a name (5) 


24 Cam * muced up wdh an ancient eivAsafion 


f « 


I The aawff efa a iwcfsaary for ny5}ian« ospoaai <fi 
9. 'MaebMh ahair n*v*r—'0 ba' (ShaMapaKoi (I) 

10. ImttMd ihf 9fflian prfMng HO f4j 
11 Car cnM m auf bfdfy was unonwnad ( 12 ) 

19. 0m ris** lo m*a( Hi* andoauta. otacowaimg a ■mtmg'pomf 
U. DoM on* hav* tt AimmaM around 10 play ihs gama^ (f) 


1 eabiwyilasl Aoar^jdai 10 Kna«lil Thakh 12 Murorad 13 Daba&a ifi 
SuceurMs il Spmafar 19 Jan am 21 Watanoo 29 Skams 26 Ewars 1 7 
Inaaviaia 21 Hi a iwviUfig 


1 OMsM 2 Shata 3 E a y dsa s 4 v«a S l<Bipui 6 Eskar 7 Ferryman 9 
14 frafoo 16 Ckttwom 17 MbMMT i| Sawyer 20 Uuslang 22 
Ream 24 Iraqi 25 Dafe 


Compifed by lUti IfVirt. 
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DELHI DIARY 


VAJPAYEE'S DEVOTION 


TOTAL ECLIPSE 



VMjpayte: GodUnfu 

THE BJP president Mr A. B.Ve- 
ip«y«e, suddenly dlMppeared fren 
Bom bey on 7 May. trhile the nation < 
al executive of the parly was in 
session. Mr Vajpayee was not in 


Bombay on ihe night of 7 May but 
reappeared on the scene the neiA 
morning, to preside over the meet* 
ing. Where had the BJP chief sud 
dmly gone? Was it for some secret 

C linical mission? No. He took the 
It flight out of Bombay that even* 
ing to keep a date with Goddess 
Durga. He flew to Delhi to attend a 
Bhagwati Jagaran kirtsn organised 
by his party's metropolitan uiuncil* 
lor. Mr Subhiih A^a. at Rajouri 
Garden in Delhi. The main singer at 
the kimn was Brig. Kapil Mohan, 
the soldier*€um priest*cuin> 
politician who owns a leading li¬ 
quor manufacturing firm and 
whose krrrans are extremely popu 
lar in north India. Mr Vaipayee sat 
through the kinan the wnole ni^t 
and took an early morning Air India 
flight back to Bombay. Mr Va 

a ee's devotion to Bhagwati is 
known. After all, did he not 
refer to Mrs Gandhi as "Durga" 
after the 1971 war? 


HIMACHAL CM'S PLANS GROUNDED 


THE chief minister of Himachal s(l) came to power in 1990, Mr 

Pridesh, Mr Vcerbhadra Singh, is Veerbbadra Singh pressed for the 

facing a dilemma When he was the project. As a result, the then tour- 

union deputy minister for tounsn ism and civil aviation minister, Mr 

and civil aviation in 1976, he had A. P. Sharma, promptly went to 

initiated a file on the setting up of Jubber Hatti and Uio the founda- 

an airpott in Simla. Since then, the tion stone. But when rhe officials 

state government has spent about looked for the original file initiated 

Rs one crore on acquiring and by Mr Veerbhadra Singh, it could 

leveUing land at Jubber Hath, 20 not be traced. As a result, a second 

km from the capita] of Himachal file on the project was initiated. 

Pradesh, but the centre seems to And that has been the only tangible 

have lost interest in the project. As progress on the project. For the 

the union deputy minister, Mr Himachal chief mimsier. not only is 

Veerbhadra Singh had got the pro- this projea prestigious, but also 

jeci included in the sixth plan, important from the state's tourism 

When the Janata government point of view. But on seeing the 

scrapped (he sixth plan and opted ^progress” made so far, Mr Veer- 

for the rolling plan instead, the bhadra Singh is embarrassed. In 

Simla airport project rolled off the the meantime, the cost of the pro- 

plan priorities. When the CongreS' jeet ho more than doubled. 

NUMBER ONE VS NUMBER TWO 


TROUBLE is brewing in the Telugu 
Desam as the Andhra Pradesh chief 
minister and Telugu Dasam's 
foundar president. N. T. Rama Ra^ 
is getting increasingly suspicious 
about the activities ol N. Bhasfcara 
Rao (NBR)»ianked number two ia 
the party. Soon after the TeluM 
Desam's massive victory, the 
Congressfl). in an anempt to divide 
Hli ruling party, sane w^ re NBR 
that Mra ^ndhi would like to meet 
him. After initial heaitatton, NBR 
fwaltowed the bait aad mat Mr* 
Ciftdhi. He told Mrs GacMhl tBat 
but for tkm ettlcude oi aome ol bar 
leUeirafa in Aisdlm Pradash ba 


would not have deserted her and 
joined the Telugu Desasi. NTR is 
naturally peeved about this. 
Another reason wby NTR is 
uahin^ with NBR is a sudden 
ebanga ia the attitude of the 

followers of Meneke Cendhi 

towvds the Telugu Deatm. They 
are now speakiag quite openly 
against NlH It was NBR, once the 
bIoe<md boy of Saojay Gandhi, 
who had introduced llaneka to 
KTR end ilaihfa poLiks. It was oa 
account of NBR that KTR had 
ay and to accept Uanaha Caadhi*i 
Baajay Maiieh as Tolupu Daaam'i 
ally la the last gaoeral alactioa. 



MAity: ioa kcpe!es$ mass 

THE faction*ridden state unit of the 
Congressd) In Karnataka is in deep 
crisis following the defeat of l(s 
candidate at the recent by election 
in Kanakapura. Thera are four.d^ 
einct factions in the Karnetaka unit 
of Che Congress(l), The leaders of 
those factions are: R, Gundu Rao, a 
former chief minister and a mam* 
ber of the parly's central par* 
liamentary bwd; Veerappa Moily, 
leader of the Congressfl) legisla¬ 
ture partyi C. K. Jafftr Shariaf, 
union minister of state for railways; 
and, the master defecior, H. C. 
Sreekantiah. All those leeders 
and (heir followers are now blam¬ 
ing each other for the party's debe* 
da in tha byalaction. But vrhat is 
worrying the Congresifl) High 
Coounand meat is the possibility of 
a number of Cnngress(l) legislators 
defecting to the Jmiau Party. Since 
the installadon of the Janata Party 
in the state.Congress(f) leadership 
has been nying to keep up the 
flagging morale of tha partymen by 
teinu (hem that the chief minister, 
Ramaltrishna Hegde, would never 
be able to win at byalection and 
his defeat would be im end of the 
ianeta rule in the state. To defeet 
Kegde the Congressfl) was depend¬ 
ing on the support of breakaway 
Knficl Ranga ^der S. Bangara^ 
pa. Now with both tha Con^safi) 


and Banurappa having bean hum- 
bind at nanakapura, thora is no¬ 
thing that the Conipass(I) load- 
erslwp eaa offer to the pertynmn to 
keep alive their h^set of coming to 
power. *' 

TAILPIECE: Like a cold It keeps 
coming beds: rumoun of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi reshuffling her Cebiaet. If the 
^eaip in Parbameni'i ceflcraj hail 
U to ba believed then she might 
^ve her cabinet a new look soon. 

D.E. NIZAMUDD1N 


















Make a wild suess 


Who was (he first to make lead*tn wires for bulbs in India? 


It was the XalpMui Group— 


None of 
rsof I 
WUtI 


KftJpana started yoan ago 0 $ 
a manufacturer of lamp 
components. viere tfD 
then being laigely I mp or ted 

From making lead-in wires, 
caps and od^r parts, the 
transition to pr^udng the 
lamps themsekres uas 
nature]. 


Today, Kalpana is making big 
news in ^ghting. In Just S^iears 
Its products, Elektron tuto, 
lamps and lighting systems, 
have earned a 20% n^arfcet 
share, gipi^ng even as you 
read dds. More neua b In 
the making 

Ekktron. h will be worth 
watchlr^ closely In the future. 


elektron 


Uvewlres bi llj^ittns 

I^fDS*. FViwmfiK Tuh««. f Mkigi, 
M«rcvrv Vafxiuf 
•nd $gdh«ai V^eur L»mp» 



^ 8. N» l4fT. 


TV Kilpawi Gfiwp aT 


LCP/106-A 






PAKLE 
















The Fifth 
Horsemat 


* J • 


AZ1R 


IVltf S STAR 
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Also in 400 gm 
Ori^iru^l and Lime 


the mark of a man 




Peppe^f, prtent Old Spice. 

A masculine fra^ance that refreshes. 
Now get more oflt, in a more 
streamlined pack than b^. 



CHAlfRA-Of-IOft 


Qtil^ prodvcti fwn Mww SlwHow 
IlHtf. if Cotfii UboritoiMS (1) Pvt Ud. 





hf- tmstfrl nrifr-- i'-s ^lextronfCti now bungs you. 



New 

PHILIPS MINI CELL 



No rnoTc searohrng around 
!»<• ntjiMCfiHs No ino^o 

'.I 'HH'kij t.'.' 

Nov. riitfips MmvCoHis 

boto > Mo (Oirn bjlto’V from 
till'wisill f.imoiis 
oiootJof'n. o^po•^^ f‘Mihp>S M»n< 

V r {(•j ,5u' maiuibictiifi^il i!‘ ImJu 
li> i’nnf:v'n t.i 
iof,‘(iwj(nin,ii <\ mLldrds(«f 

rfnUt's t'r'i P-K'ss 

SI,; ii‘t'oi’v.oi Mod**ifivr hiivo» 
OMiji' on o : kS ’TMSl l. f 

"i kM t* iMi'* Os I I'.'fUJO* ••• 
nil •! o iii 'Oofnf.Ubr 





TMo ve-HiC't; ’ . '.O' . o 

proof O' '.U : : .i ^ . /• , i ,; 

tbe Pn.ii;. - n •; n , «, 

comes to .o.i i"' i:. ' r 

There's the maituf^icturing 
date printed cn the pack, 5o 
you know it's fresh from the 
factory^ 

Philips Mmi Celt. AvaiiaOte 
in four sizes. For electronic 
watches, calculators, 
cameras electronic games 
and hearing aids. 


The mini battery that s powered to last. 


PHILIPS 










FOR GREATER 
RIDMG COMFORT 


o Computer-ddsigned 
tread: surer grip, 
greater safety 
a Treadwear indicator : 
an additional safety 
feature 



Power 

Oidikm 

THE EXTRA 
MILEAGE TYRE 

o Wider foot print: 

more mileage, safety 
□ Arrow-head tread 
design for fuel 
economy 


1 


GOOD^VCAR 

NYLON CAR TYRES 
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12—18 June 1983 




6SUe47 
fts 2.90 

AN ANANOA BA2AR PUBUCATION 




\ 



K^raM’t m^nnm Uol Pfvm Nuv haa AnaAy d«odM lo lorn hm 
own poMcil pafif. brmginQ lo a tatH Vnt— months of 
toooAirBoii M ho «•» govig fo |OM mo Congrossfih ABhouQh 
H>t Mr (t yot to nsmo Ns oor^. Noztr hos omotfy startod 
c«npo>9^ on • low koy by snoodmo meoplions M 
Insuguro! hjncHono wtMo con tn butmfl tovtoMy to choriiy. Wi 

Nsiir M os luocoosful u No two omer fftny coumorparts trcm 

tho noigbbouring sUios. MQR ond NTR? Anits Protao snoly* 
MS onochor toumom Wn.stv i omorponco mto Iho pOMCOl 
arona. PH# 20 


Why la Ubya's Colonoi Muammar Qodhih a hsfo m mo oyoa of 
hia poopio but tho world’s pmaiosi tomxiot (o mo Woot? Smco 
ho owns O powor wNh No btoodloM coup on 1 Sopiombor 
1960, ho has stopped tho oiplofiaBon by Amonca oo tjbyan 
soil. Ho has also braught s wsapf n g reforms for m poopio 
through' Na Third Univswl Theory whi c h gNos p ower to the 
pooQlf from the grassroots level Rusty Karanfio mcondy mot 
Col QodhaS to oasosa me ai grm cs nce of Oadhaft's ^ faga 26 
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Indian Corporate EwolutiDn. Tht Sttf v am E xp trlencc-3 

The Environrwit 


(5(5 7H Man menaser needett rcAtti on the 
wrioue aepecte of the Mian (ndition, culture 
end eth o s... the near itidaea mutabon 
oi Wgtem or Acnehcan i iiaiH(iwi en i praciicee 
vMhout reference lo t)w Aawx or boon toil 
in which the seed ia to Aower, needs 
reconsideration 

The Shrir am Group 


We are India. 

We must remember our roots. 


S«rx:< lfl89. almost a centuiv ago, the Shriram 
Group has bdfeved that the bdan Coeporahon 
can only reach lor the sky its feet are firmly 
planted in the Indian soil. 

This requires on^iiafiiy. A deep sense of 
respect for the past. Atm a rkh au«areness cf the 
present. 

The results are vwcfl worth the effort. 

Human resources that are trained to r es pond to 
the needs of bda. 


A rartge of products tlwl give you optimum 
vahie for your money. 

And the knowledge that a Corporation is not an 
island but is rcsponsibfe for tht improvement of 
the quabty of your bfe. In art. in education. In 
theatre. Medicare. And social welfare. 

These are some of the advantages ol rising 
from the hdisn tradition Advantages Shriram 
shares with you. 


© SHRIRAM 
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Vbu gave her a diamond 
because it was precious 






>K 


1? 










^ ->r ^£?o. 








7 


X' 


A* 


yl » 








Now,give your face the same 



Eiasnik Si^Ntmc. 

The Made with the dkmoAd edge tKtt c^bjres 
the essence o# closeness. 

Telling you that you’re precious end ths it 
canes (or your face. 

Erasmk Supreme. 

Crated to the mertuttstdetaS. tempered, 
ground and honed to perfecdon. pobh e d and 
finally Teflon coated fw a floMew flrdsh. 

K'stene you gave yeursetf the same—forever. 




Erasmic oupreme 



wpft* pC Indira Gnat's 
X tbaraAnr tbnt ira. hat c a an uy 


[>: X tMra c rar tbnt ira. hat c a an uy - 
MiV knra nlvt^t ndmirad ibnra 

btr Miw odier ^utliura m Uu 
^dlBdtywwi which the dnporti bar- 
wD M the way she keept her cool 
in the mk tiTiflf circwrarancea, 
there li adaechijig rtfal abeot her 
be«nn|: e aiefle roae-Woeeia 
inf abm a bed 9i areed* di« arc 
her coaperas. She is aba known co 
have m^as of steel and reouin 
totally unruffled m chaos where 
leaaar aortaJi have been kanm co 
crwBfb up like defbeed baDooes. 
The dif&ity is still there: the steel 
nerves are beninniaf to wfb and 
show sifns oTstrain. She can still 
face major problems like Assam 
and Punjab with eouanlmttyi but 
when It comes lo a wbipper*fnapper 
like bar daufhterin*la» siU mm 
self-rearraint. How else dora on* 
explain her describinf Uaneka 
Gandhi as a "plant" (not once but 
twicek braakinf down in public as 
she did in Lucknow and taXk about 
tho appropriate wear lor a widow 
and w nnseemliness of mihoog 
anira within tan days of $an}ay's 
daathP Does she not realise that 
everytine she says somethlnf de* 
rofatory about Maneka. it is her 
own imsfe as the imperiously, un* 
flappable woman'in-comaana that 
ftts aroded and Maneka foins 
more adherents? This was so in the 
manner Mrs Gandhi witbcld and 
later allowed Maneka’s book on 
Sanjty to be released, and the 
words aha us«d when eapdliaf her 
from tfo 1. Safdarianf Road. And it 
is true of her last two staiaiaents 
about Her beinf a "plant” and her 
alJefadly improper behaviour. 
Don't anyone of her friends, if she 
has any, tell her that such utter* 
anccs are unwise and counter¬ 
productive? And that, if Maneka is 
fast becominf a national ficure she 


owes most of it to Indira Gandhi? 

The most quotable 
lingo 

W ithout doubt the most quot¬ 
able of all Indie >1 bnguages is 
Urdu. Whether it $ Gyaiti Zail 
Singh speaking Punjabi, 
Cbaudbary Oiaran Singb raemung 
Haryanvi. Aral l^ian Vajpayee 
speaking eherh Hindi, Babu Jag* 
jivan Ram or Tarakesbwan Sinha 
speaki^ in their Bihari dialects, 
when ii eoaeo to ompbasising a 
point by an apt quotanoo they 
mvarinbty pick on Urau. And aome- 
how it is to Urdu chat all audiences 
respond to ^ootaneously. Evan be¬ 
fore the bnmmiefr of Urdu couplets 
IS rompisted the audience bagins co 
appinud as if compulsivclT with 
wiih/ 

TUs is gnad anotigh evidence co 



Gossip 

sweet and sour 

KHUSHWANT SINGH 


mainain that Urdu is the richest 
Uf^uage of nonhem India and de¬ 
spite ^icial neglect remains the 
most loved. Now that a lot of Urdu 
verea is being published in Devana- 
gari, it will get a longer lease of life 
and in return enrich Hindi. My only 
regret is that nothing is beir^pro* 
duced in the Roman script. There 
are aitlioBi of educated Indians 
who cannot read either the Arabic 
or the Devanagari script but under 
stand and speak Kiodustani. If 
Urdu poetry were also published in 
the Roman script, it would further 
ensure Urdu's immortality. 

L. C. Randhir's book Ghoiof: The 
Beauty Eremsl (Milind Publica¬ 
tions) is devoted to expounding the 
elements of love, mysticism, nature 
in the Urdu ghasal and its role in 
Indian vocal musk. In so doing he 
has embellished his theme with 
soBte roemorabte quotations On 
the essentia] qualities of a good 
ghojol he cites As^ar; 

Asgkar. tnea chahfye voh 

iBau/«f-aodjA 

Jc hiiaa har ratoo mea. fa mosti 

sAmah men. * 


A must have the waves of 

ioy of life; 

Tba beauty of the beauteous one 
Aad the bradances of wine. 

Tlw ghvmf is largely devoted to 
the pngs of love, the Joys of the 
t a vern aad aconsing the puritan. 
Whan it coaxes to women the Urdu 
poet did what Diderot recom- 
mended dip kis pen in (be colours 
of tbe raiobow, scatter the dust 
from butterflies' wings on the ne^ 
and with e v er y awvement of his 
hand let drop a pearl. 


I hope Swrai PaulH bid to gobble 
up Indian business houses 
will ptu the wind up in the bellies of 
dwea coartAue co regard thw 
M thet Uceml p te p e iiy . the 
majority ef them do so. ney wang¬ 
le appoinneats of their children 
aad fdativei on board of directm 
iworide them taigp salariei and 
perks which arc mien more than 
three times their salaries. 
They have no right to do so beesuse 
most of these youngsters are no* 
qualified lo hold high posts and 
nave no managerial training limply 
because their fathm are Sultans: 
pidarom Salton bood. They squan 
dcr the companias' weslui when 
their famibes* investment in those 
companies are of meagre propor 
lions I know innumerable cases 
where bms just out of college have 
been mad* directori of a company 
on a salary of R$ 7500 per month 
and their perks have included a 
free furnished house, a chauffeur* 
drivenandcompanyinaintained 
car. domestic servants, doctors and 
chemists bills, memberships of the 
swankiest clubs, unlimiicd enrer- 
lainmeni against production of bills 
(they enteriain (hair cronies in the 
most expensive restaurant) and 
much else. If the tax people object 
to some iiems on the expense 
account, they simply pur them 
undei different headings. ] coma 
across an amusing case of con¬ 
frontation between an income-tax 
officer and a business house uf 
Nagpur in M R. Kohli's new pub¬ 
lication Bearcfi for Afanegers end 
Alt of Selecting i^enior Exocurives. 
An Item in (he companies books 
read: "Anae Kumar. Director. 
Monthly Salary Rs 7500." 

'The taxman asked who this Anae 
Kumar was. After some fumbling 
the accountant replied: "Ana« 
Kumar means the Kumar yet to 
come (anae is Hindi for coming). 
The wile of ihe owner of the firm is 
pregnant." 

"What happens if she does not 
have a soo but a daughter?" asked 
the taxman 

Came the prompt reply: "Sir, 
then we will change the name to 
Anae Kuman!" 

Sonthern hamoar 

W hy does M. G. Raraachandran 
wear dark glasses? 

Because the Tanulians are so 
bright. 

Why does N. T. Rama Rao wear a 
caste mark in his forehead? 

Because he wants to remain in 
the forefront of the chief miaisters. 

Why does Ramakrishna Hegde 
apon a beard? 

Because he did not want to win by 
a close shave. 


11 







A new dimension in 
Colour^ Vision and Sound 


■n/fV is manufactured 
with the latest Japanese 
technology. And is brought 

Which, with over 17 years 
in the electronics business, 
5 companies and 7 
integrated factories, has 
vast experience in six 
sophisticated areas of 
electronics: Computers, 
Communication, 
Components. Instru* 
mentation {IrKiuscrial, 
Medical. Measurement), 
Office Equipment and 
Consumer Electronics, 


Fabutoua Eeatures: 

• Pirvcushion distortiorv 
free colour picture tube 
Ensuring high quality 
picture. 

• Electronic VHE/UHF 
tuning with 12 soft push 
buttons. 

• Latest LSI technology. 
Ensures high reliability' 


• fire Retardant PC8s and 
fusable Resistors. 
Eliminate fire hazards. 

• Prompt and effective 
after sates service. 

• VHf/UHF direct video 
playing facility 
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sV. ^f.r n'it'-v.i' 

Istofte*: AnAnMV”300DDFnd9»or 

on Ajhn^ OhQfor CoIm TV or 
00 AB>^ PushpOk icoorer or 
R» 9.000 m cw 

^>4 p«to: Vi AHwyn 16S SO fridqt or 
Pi 4000in ccah 

M p< 1 t*: An ANwyn Mogic Chef 60 s 
Co^MTig IV>r> 9 e or Pi 3.000 ri 
cosh 

Athprtcr i25KuAr«oup h& ^OOeoch 
Any one of rhese tobutows on/es coutO 
be vouo if you bought on AHmyo >^ich 
ih» mot^ — Outfit. Hondwoun^ or 
Atfornonc 

For« «Mi>o move, nah now 19 ywf 
noofeo A#wyn oto4 r . 
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Move with rhe winning beats of 21,600 
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Kashmir must enjoy 
a special status 

W hen Sheikh Abdullah continues to seek the party's en 
was reinstalled as in Kashmir. li is signtlicint that 
chief minister in 1975 did not #o with her on her tour 
(though the Congress Kashmir and went to meet her 
was, at that tune in a the airport only at her request 


W hen Sheikh Abdullah 
was reinstalled as 
chief minister in 197S 
(though the Congress 
was, at that tune in a 
majority in the state Assembly!, h 
was apparent that New Delhi had 
travelled full circle and had real* 
iscd the futility of keeping him out 
of i>uwe(*, the Kashmir problem 
hail guc more tangled in mt abs¬ 
ence. Mir Qasim, who gave up the 
chief ministership fiar the Sheikh. 
WAS the architect of that accord, 
and he subsequently exerted his 
influence to placate Mrs Gandhi 
whenever she was angered by the 
Sheikh's pronouncements, which 
were often friendly neither to her 
ror tu the centre. 

It was not an ideal arrangement 
bur there wu« no alternative. New 
Delhi had tried other methods and 
had learnt from experience that by 
keeping the Sheikh out of power or 
even in prison it was doing more 
harm than good. The state had 
looked as if it was under siege 
despite all the Congressmen sitting 
in tW Asseroblv. Today, Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi's efforts before and during the 
state Assembly poll have shown 
that she Is crying to follow the same 
path which had earlier led New 
Delhi nowhere. She seems to have 
forgotten that without understand¬ 
ing and cordiality between New 
Delhi and Srinagar, there cannot be 
peace in the sensitive state. 

'Hiis explains why Mir Qasim who 
is now a respected leader among 
the Kashmiris, has stayed aloof, 
despite being a member of the 
Con||r«»ss(l) high command. He sus¬ 
pects Mrs Ganohi’s motives. And he 
minces no words in arguing that her 
policy on Kashmir is wrong and that 
by trying to instal the Congress! 1) 
in the sraie. she is committing the 
same mistake which was made 
whan Shaikh Abdullah was ousted 
in 1954. 

It appears that Mir Qasim may 
leave the Congress! 1) if Mrs Gandhi 


continues to seek the party's ends 
in Kashmir. li is signtficint that he 
did not go with her on her tour in 
Kashmir and went to meet her at 
the airport only ot her request. 1 
wish he had come out in the open 
before the Assembly poll. 

Talking to Dr Faroexj Abdullah, 
one finds that he has the same 
.suspicions about New Delhi, which 
his father, Sheikh Abdullah, had 
entertained. Dr Forooo Abdullah 
believes thar Mrs Gandni is trying 
to whittle down the special status of 
Kashmir even at the expense of 
dividing the state into a Hindu 
Jammu and Muslim Kashmir. The 
pity is, that at one rime he was so 
cluse to her that he had gone to 
Delhi to campaign for her party 
during the recent union teiritory 
polls. 

The hiatus between Dr Abdullah 
and Mrs Gandhi have only height¬ 
ened the fears of many people in 
the state It was in a bid lo exploit 
them that Mirwait Moulvi Farooq 
raised the plebiscite issue—some¬ 
thing which he had himself atum- 
doned six years ago. He had been 
flattered at being hotly pursued by 
the Cungre^stl) for an alliance. In* 

Mrs Gandhi's efforts 
before and during the 
state Assembly poll have 
shown that she is trying to 
follow the same path 
which had earlier New 
Delhi nowhere. She 
seems to have forgotten 
that without 
understanding and 
cordiality between New 
Delhi and Srinagar, there 
cannot be peace in the 
sensitive state. 


deed, the Congross<D had bopod ri 
the lilt minute that be would sup* 
port it and that was why the Srina* 
gar radio station made an 
announcement about the mooring. 
But after he made the speech that 

f »ut him on the other side of the 
ence and alongside Dr Abdullah, 
the news was omitted from Srina* 
gar radio's coverage. 

When 1 ask^ Mirwais Moulvi 
Faro^ why he bad revived the 

E ilebiscite issue, he was on the de* 
rnsive and said that he had .only 
highlighted the fears of the Kash¬ 
miris about the “cultural onslaught 
of India," He told me that he was 
not reported correctly and. going 
ihrough the written version of his 
speech. I found that he had much to 
say about broken promises by the 
Congress and had also made a pas* 
sing reference to the right of veil- 
determination. Which is not to say 
that he did not say whai he was 
reported to have said. The press 
seemed to have erred only in giving 
it un emphesis rhai the speaker did 
not intend. 

During my interview 1 found that 
he was reluctant r6 admit that he 
had talked about a plebiscite. He 
said, “You know that one is ape to 
become emotional before u gather¬ 
ing of three lakh people and say 
something which he did not mean 
to say." >uked why he refused to 
call himself an Indian, he first tried 
to evade the question and ultimate* 
Iv said. “Where is Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi's India?" 1 asked whether 
Pakistan was better. He said, “No, 
not at all. it is woi’se." 

My feeling is that he was looking 
for an opportunity to be in the 
limelight and he was so carried 
away that he could not resist rais¬ 
ing the plebiscite issue. Wliaiever 
his reasons, he has once again cre¬ 
ated confusion in the minds of the 
Kashmiris. The way Dr Abdullah 
has denounced Moulvi Farooq's de¬ 
mand for a plebiscite makes me 
believe Chat he. for one, would have 
no truck with the Moulvi if he 
continues to make irresponsible 
statemenrs. 

I do not chink that the Kashmiris 
would allow themselves to go 
through the same traumatic experi¬ 
ence which they had when they 
were misled in the name of plebis¬ 
cite or right of self-determination. 
And Mrs Gandhi also is bound to 
realise that the accord which she 
herself reached with Sheikh Abdul¬ 
lah must be honoured when his son 
is at the helm of affairs JawoharUl 

Nehru had made the National Con¬ 
ference un associate member of the 
Congress. Why could Mrs Gandhi 
not do that? Kashmir should not 
only enjoy a special status but also 
look like it does. Too much sub¬ 
servience to the centre can onlv 
rouse fears and give an opportunity 
to the anti-Indian elements in iho 
state to exploit the sliuauon. 
























The world beater’—made to order: 




A P Scoot*r» down one speci* 
flcetion to Piegolo of Italy *'Glve ua 
a world beater*. 

They came up with Veapa PL 170. 

Vespa PL 170 fs Ihe result o( a rare 
combination — latest scooter tech¬ 
nology of Piaggio, Italy athe 
experience of A P Scooters^ makers 
of Allwyn Pushpak. 

A comrng together mat has 
resulted in a matchless performer. 


60 km e litre 

A revoiutror^ry rotary fuel distrt* 
CHjtion system that ensures very 
efltcient combustion, an aerodyna¬ 
mic body to glide through wind 
resistance ar>d an electronic ignition 
that eliminates fuel wastage — all 
combrne to make Vespa pL 170 the 
most fuel efficient scooter m 
the country. 

<k60 km/hr In 6 eeoondaflat 

Piaggk)*8 Research and Deveto^ 
ment has come up with a pow^t 


new ertgine. Coupled with this a 
unique transmission system and iai 
and positive gear and throttle 
controls. Result; Vespa P1170 has ^ 
stunning pick up. 

A lower centre of gravity for 
perfect balance 

A lower centre of gravity ensures 
that Vespa PL 170 is absolutely 
stable. No matter what me speM o 
the road condition. A super effkcian 
bral^^tem adds to the safely ^ 







PL 170 


collaboraoon with Piaggio. ilaly 


. ipact that oarrtas 
'0 kga. 

Vespa PL 170 has a compact 
‘tidily designed, monocogue 
that j$ sturdy enough to carry 
entire family. 

A new suspension system with 
fuPie acting shock aosoiters 
‘ures the smoothest of rides. 

hotetle feitvret 
1 ^ volt lly wheel magr>eto for 
‘iwg the (htentity of nghi 
^pered to other scooten, blinkers 


rn front and rear for clear sigr^afiing. 
more leg space, a special hei rivet 
lock, periect seatirvg arrangement, 
all adding up to a'Vrorid beaier' that’s 
very competitively priced. 

• 8rand nwns subtect iq soprovai by me 
Govemmenrol India 



flndhro Pradesh 
Scooters Ud. 


IT <'ofuboi«|<on wJI* 



You never had it so good 










OPINION 



Dangerous game 

T iu' 5 ]H(mI is>iu« un Kun^db //lie 
I'i/'/cri/ \r*<f/c/i Oil Kihiii*>tAn. IS 
MmVI vvM> iiinUv- l^v iniervK'wms ihc 
* 1 ^ 11 Jt ion W'i<li,*r«, Si No^^ revedled ib« 
hulluwncHM lit rhi’ir jrgumvnt^ Thd 

Sjkh« ail' :i ['l<>Krev^1v« rdci* iind it i* 
irtdivO iMinunl ihdt a sciinin uf this 
MKivsslul (innttinriit^ j\ rai»iriK ihv 
ivviiv of hiHUtt dixcnininatcd iiK*iin«c 
diiO Ijiining coiiKiouv «vnlim«nt% for 
purclv iHilitn.O rv.iNun^. Tin* NtninK 
and s\\vn\ m<Miiiiiy nf ihe Sikhs must 
Kii^c iH voiii' ht'toK; furihi'r cKimoAv is 
do III'. 

7 .S. ffr.ira. 

The i<|)eii:il iisoe j I’umprehen* 
vivc ucinnnl oi ihi mniiie of the de- 
mands nui lucvvdicl by Iht A kali lead* 
orv A lirilluini hsnc indeed 
M. /’ J.im. Howrah 

The spixidl i5>ue was well cotiiodcd. 
The main story by Tavleen Sin^ end 
(he iiuervii'ws gave one a clear idea of 
the Pnnjab .situHttan The Sikhs today 
are certamlv a misguided loi. 

V. Canap^ihy. Calcutta 

The cover saory made interesting read* 
ing. Since extremists are guiding the 
present movement in Punjab, rhe gov* 
rrnment should deal with the situation 
firmlv 

SAakuniafa Hao. <Vew Delhi 

The politiciuns jnd the press are re* 
iponxiblc fnr the present explusive 
ntujtion in Pimjab. Nehru had once 
.aid, '*The brjve Sikhs of Punjab are 
entitled to special consideration and i 
»ee nothing wrong in setting up in the 
North an area where the Sikhs can also 
experience the xhiw of freedom,*’ This 
statement by Nehru is now misinier* 
9reted by Akali extremists and they 
ire demanding the creation of a new 
i^ikh nation. 

The press too is responsible fur aggra* 
rating the sUinirion. Incidents are 


being blown up beyond proportion 
creaiing tenaioo. A rm»ch more nature 
and responsible rale it expected from 
the press tr this crvdel ua«e. 
Surendtr Sutgh Hothi Puntia 

The cover story revealed the hosiilmet 
of the oiilitani Sikhs who are bent upon 
(he ireatiort of Khalktan even at the 
cost nf naiioiial unity. It was alto 
painful (o learn ihdi ihe Sikhs consider 
ihcmscTves lu hv ultcn frujn the Hin* 
dus. Aftei ihv panitiiin of ihe couniry 
the lliivdusand the Sikhs who migrated 
from West Punjab were bound tocher 
by (heir common heritage and mutual 
sufferings. It seems that the Akali 
rigiiaiuis have furguMen hktory. 
Pjr«mi ffrfrts Sinfh, Arrah 

\ agree with Ms Tavleeti Singh that 
communal forces and power^ungry 
ijiictent have taken over the reins in 
njab 

Binvd fUngania, Cauhati 

The Sikht are known for their valour, 
but 1 was surprised lo read the childish 
arguments put forward by their leaders 
in defence of their demands. One of ihe 
leaders compared the kirpen to the 
tacred thread which the brahmins 
wear. 1 never expected such brave 
people (0 be so illogical. 

KaurhiJc drahma, Darbhanga 

The Sikhs are playing a dangerous 
a me. People like Bhindranwale are 
e»(roying ihe image of ihe Sikhs. A 
feeling iMi th^ are noi Indians is 
being infused in them. This U nothing 
but Drainwashing. The government 
should take immediate steps to tackle 
the situation. 

Me/ fAtesiraffr AsJam f/amani. SakA* 
tiarpvr 

The governmeni should immediatelv 
arrest the criminals hiding in the Gol* 
den Temple. It is surprising ihii Ms 
Singh covdd meet Sant Bhindranwale 
ano Harminder Singh Sandhu while 
the police authorities were helpless in 
arresting them even though (here are 
specific criminal charges against (hem. 
Mmi Akhtaf XAan, ^ya 

^ixiruaisl elements have taken over 
the movemeni in Punjab. The govern* 
mem should’deal with them firmly, 
M^noranjan $ahu, Kansbahal fOrfasal 

The interview with Amrita Priiani 
r *^mab is tht land of iigArers. saints 
end 10 vers 7 was baffling. The replies 
given by the poetess were evasive and 
there was a tendency to drag the inter* 
view away from the main question. At 
times it s«cmed that she was favouring 

the Sikhs but at (he same time she waa 
afraid to antagonise tl^ Hindus. 

5 . K. Nan/fa. New XMiAJ 

Amrita Priiam gave one the impression 
that she was deliberaiely avoiding tht 
questions pul forward by Ms Jam. A 
writer uf her fame should be bold and 
candid enough to suggest solutions. 
Btfidt'v Hal. t^haul fttPt 


This has reference to ihv interview 
wiib Harminder Singh Sandhu ('The 
father of the Sikh nation is Curv 6*riv* 
ind Singh, not Gandhi'i. His comments 
on Islam is based on a shallow under* 
funding of the religion. Islam is based 
on the concept of universal brother* 
hood and hence the question of discri¬ 
mination does not arise, Kveryone is 
allowed to enter a mosque irrespective 
of his religion. 

C'AowdAurv \fsar Ahmed. Amhur 

(Tamil Nadu) • 

% 

H. 5. Sandhu'v view, that the Nepalese 
are living within Jndid yet enjoying 
autonomy, is not true. 

Laxmi Pradharr. Kot'iowiii 

1 was shocked to go ihrough rliv inter* 
views with Sam BhindronwaJe i'l\\nh 
is u game for a Sikh') ami S«m( 11. S. 
Longowai CNobody with a board was 
alhmvd to enter Delhi during iliu 
Auad'l Their arguments were illogical 
and inflammatorv. 

In (he course of the intctvitw, Saul 
Bhindranwale* had cotnpaicd ilic fniioi 
t sacred thread worn by the Hind ns) 
with the kir/Mft. But the leader shouUl 
realise that the knp«in is hcing miiused 
liy mist I cants. 

Aguin Kant UinKow;il poinieil out 
that (he Sikhs were disitimrn.ited 
axainst in the army. In the rcsTuitineni 
01 armv pet son ru* I u Si k h i s ox pv'Ct ed i o 
be taller ihun Ins coinicriMiis. com 
plains the .S.int. But this has nothing to 
iloHiih religion This is only m keeping 
with ae<»grapliiLai conditions Influenc¬ 
ing physical siMitiri:, 

Amiifva Nath l*aiidit, 

In thtfir respective iiilervivws Snni 
Bhindranwale and Sunt Longnujj sntl- 
cised ihe governmun's acii<»n of pre¬ 
venting Akdiis frtim (ntenng liolhi 
during the Asiud Rut one most keep in 
mind ihe tlirciit held out by the Akuli5. 
bxiremism should not he lok-rated. 

V. S. fJoswjmi. New Delhi 

Sant Bhidranwale’s allegathm that the 
Sikhs are looked down upon in India is 
not (rue. In (his connection I would like 
to remind him (hat the present Presi* 
dent is a Sikh The Air Chief Marshall 
and (he governor of the Reserve Bank 
are also Sikhs. ’The Sant is a religious 
fanaric whose political ambitions must 
be curbed immediately. 

Braje^ MisArti Kourke/a 

Moat of Sant Bhindranwale's comments 
were based on wrong information. In 
this context I would like to mention one 
such case. The Sant mentions that Mrs 
Gandhi was held guilty in 1977 the 
Supreme Court and sent to the Tihar 

a ThisTs cenainly not true. 

MeAia, Indore 

Saot Bhindranwale has declared a 
dAerarnyut/A without understanding 
(he significance of the word. A lot of 
blood is being shed unnecessarily in 
Punleb. 

M. Anaari, Bhabua 
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colour? 


W 'hvn I read Khushwant SIrtjih'e 
piece on (hu Prime Minister's 
i^randwn (i) (ioxsip <wee( and tour (3 
Apni), ray firsc reectiun was one of 
annovunce aftaimi Mr« Jndira Gandhi. 1 
fell inat ihe iiuJe one was eniiiJed lo 
her affect hm and tender care in every 
possible way. I wented co write to her 
about it. knowing fully well that I had 
no business to interfere in her domestic 
uffatrs. However, icuddenly i was re* 
iniiidcd of Khushwant $irif(Jrs brother* 
houd of inulii'e and followship with 
Amteshwar Anxnd and her family, t 
thought ii advisiible in ascertain facts 
from R. K. Dhawan who i\ dose tn the 
(•andhi family, and with whom I have a 
n<»dJirtg acquaintance. 

On 5 April i9KJ 1 requested him to 
let me know if what had appeared in 
SetiUAV about Mrs Gandhi\ mandson 
was correct or not. He kindly «C'nr me a 
detailed IvitiT which said 
“The reiHiri is abMduuJy false and 
mischievous... He (Khushwant Sin^hl 
has been very uncharitable in levelling 
such indnuuiums. 

"It was some dme inwards the end of 
Murch 1982 whvnSmt. Maneka Gandhi 
Jeetdtid to shift from 1. Safdirjung 
Roud. At the lime of her leoving. the 
PM told her that •ihv would like Vorun 
to visit her and the family at often as 
possible, bmt. Mancku Gandhi piom* 
iscd ru Aend him every Sunday. Varun 
did come to 1. Snfdarjung Road on one 
or two Siindavn, bur Smt Muneka Can* 
dhi suddenly di scum in tied the prac* 
tice. 

The Prime MiniKier would wait for 
Varun nn Sundav^ and we had to 
remind Srni. ManeVa Gandhi. At times, 
^he would nut attend the telephone and 
we got the reply fritm the servants that 
Varun bad gone to her nani and that he 
would rioi be coming. We contacted 
Smi. Anand*s house and were told that 
they had no insiructlons to send Varun 
to 1. Safdarjung Road, On a number of 
occasions when Mrs Maneka Gandhi 
was out of Delhi, the same reply was 

S ven to us by the «errants. I spoke to 
nt. Maneka Gandhi on her return 
from one of her tours about it and she 
promised that when ahe went on tour 
next, she would insirua rhe servants 
and her mother to send Varun to the 
PM's house on Sundeys. Unfortunately, 
this did not h^pen and Varun never 
came to the rrime Minister's house 
when Sint. Meneka Gandhi was out of 
Delhi. 

‘'On one occasion^ I remember, we 
were told that Varun was not well. It 
was totally false as I myself had seen 
Vanin playing on the lawns that very 
morning as I happen to stty In the seme 
locality. On a number of occasions, not 
gottlng any response on tbe lelephwio. 
we sent a car to fetch him but he was 
not sent. 

"One day she (Maneka 1 told me that 
she would no longer send Varun as we 
were indulging in propaganda against 
her. This was also totally baseless as 
none of us did any such thing. On tbe 
cuntrery. reports were pouring in from 
all quarters that 8mi. Mantka Gandhi 
and her associates htd stooped very 
low Jn thaH vilification campaign 


against the PM and her fumify. Varun's 
not visiting naturally upset the PM. but 
(here was no remedy. 

"On Varun’s birthdiiv this year, the 
PM desired that we should make an 
attempt lo persuade Smt. Maneka Gan* 
dhi lo send Varun at least on his 
bUihday. I contacted Hmt. Maneka 
Gandhi and very relucranity. she 
agreed to send him un the cxihJilion 
thal he would not slay there for more 
than half an hour Varun did come bin 
iusi alter 1 ^ minutes ot his at rival, 
telephone calls >iar(ed coming from 
Smt. Maneka Gandhi that he should be 
sent hack immcdiatelv. I was shucked 
at the language she used at ihe top of 
her voice and the tllegarions level* 
led Varun worn back after staying lur 
hardly about 2tl minutes." 

i am suI prised that an expcrA'nied 
ond intelJigenl man like Khushwant 
Singh could also he duped bv those 
whose only allies are lies, ur he a 
willing VHlim of fantiful imiiuihs? 
P.U fjndun. AtUhMt>,id 

Mr Singh now seems to have good 
thoughts on Assam rStray rbou^hrs vn 
As.tamj after earlier advocating the 
banning of the movement through 
editorials in HinduitMn T/ines. f wal* 
come Mr Smgh to come to Assam and 
see for himself how ihe cause of the 
Assamese is being misreported by 
irresponsible reporters end editors of 
the Indian press as a whole and the 
West Bengal based ones in particular, 
BinJ Mun$n R<fv. Bongaigaon 


Common man’s CM 

T he item, On the right track fMhi 
Diary. iZ May 1. con tamed a piece of 
wrong information. We want to make it 
clear that in eartv May. the chief 
minister, Mr Jyoti Mtu. went to Delhi 
by a first class AC sleeper coach of the 
Raldham Express and rerurned to Cal* 
cutia by the seme mode of reservation 
in the Mluxe Express On either jour* 

S f, he did not travel by any special 
oon as reported. 

& Btndyopadhyay^ press seerrfary to 
the chie{ minisrer 

D.£. Siaemi/ddin repti'es: 

YeSf indeed Mr Jyoti Besu did not 
t/cvef by e special saioon bur in a first 
dass Ac sleeper coach attached to the 
Rg;dAam Express. 7M error ts regret- 
reo. However, the iiuttal proposd from 
the raUmay ministry was to proridc the 
aUipg CM with (he special facility as 
reported by us. RTsen Mr Jyoti Basu 
tuhted down the offer, the railway 
ministry decided to remunxre the Ra- 
Jdhaai Express thet day a r p/atfomt JVa 
one of the Vew Delhi station, so ihat 
the chief minisrer would nor haw ro 
cross the overbridge from the usual 
pJat/brm where tbe train norntaHv ter¬ 
minates. The intention whtle repotting 
the incident was not to pottii ovt the 
fpectei facilities entended to the chief 
minister, bet to highlight the human 
•SMcr—rhe gesrure of Mr Ohani Khan 
Cneudhury. railway minister, to his 
poiirical opponent, which is rather rare 
these da.r*. 


I wonder how Khushwant Singh wrote 
about the Assam problem withnut 
knowing the reasons for ilW agitation. 
From tha articlv 1 gather that even if 
the government comes forward to toku 
any decisions people like Mr Singh will 
try to prevent it. Instead of conde¬ 
mning the central goi'ernmeni he tries 
to find fault with the opimsilinn parties 
for tha elections. The r^pposiiion par* 
ties have always cooperated with the 
■overnmcni in this aspect. But Mr 
Singh has always been known for 
changing colour because till recently 
he happened to b« ibe mnuih*piece of 
the Gandhi family 
V. Rayxgriffa/xn. Snramaptmm 

Ay projecting things which are not 
true, Mr Singh has sullied hiimncal 
facts. Actually largo numbers of Hin* 
dus from East PukisiHn migrnted Into 
Assam bv exchanging properties with 
Muslims of Assam. Then came the I9SU 
riots when lakhs of Muslims wvre 
driven out. Mr Singh has suuusied 
that the Assam press be made free. 
Here freedom has to he diffcrrnriatvd 
from license to publish anything the 
press likes The rrcvni troubles ura in 
no mean degree due to the irresponni. 
ble reporting in some Assam dailies 
Mar/rudd/n Ahmed, (ioalpuru. .Assam 

Khushwant Singh's solution to the 
Assam problem is devoid of any prac 
tical sluifjcancc. Or is ir only a variu* 
t ion of nil sty la of humou r ? 

V. Rxmaprasad. Kekmed# 

Misunderstood 

T his has reference to my interview 
puhlislied iti (There might 

he a rnid*rrrffl pull neat year'. IS May). 
Simie errors, partly typngraphical and 
partly due to inadequate understand* 
ing of technical <ind astrological terms, 
have occtirred. 

1 On page 4S under rhe photograph 
of Mrs Gandhi the caption should read 
as follows. Saturn Ls to enter the house 
of Mars where Surya is placed tin 
1985) She will have tube careful about 
this. 

2. The answer: Mars is in Ihc l.ord of 
her house ..should be read as Mars is in 
the house of Sun and Sun in the house 
of Mars which has given her sn much 
energy 

3 On page 4!* in the answer to the 
question regarding Shri Aiai Behari 
Va)payee. the firsi five lines should be 
amended to read as follows: The Ashia* 
ma Saturn cyile is startirtg in f9SS end 
the period is nut j good period for 
basicailv for kloneys and 
h lootl—1 h n 0 gli pol i I ic a 1 ly ach leve* 
mcfiiN edn bvine, 

Nnmakmh/M Serathv. Sew ihrlhi 


Fitting tribute 

T he review of the Indo*West Indies 
series by Aihii Kay. West fndieJ v.s 
Amamarh (IS May) was quite illumi* 
nating The heading is a fitimg 
tribute to Mohlnder. 

B. S. Bose. Jamshedpur 


The star-crossed political firmament of the south is witnessing the emergence of yet 
another star: Kerala $ Prem Nazir who has acted in 600 films. Recently, after an 
illustrious film career spanning over three decades, the 54«year-old matinee ^doi 
announced that he was forming his own regional political party to ''purify the 
socio-economic, cultural and political life'* of the pewle of his state. Will Prem Nazir, 
following in the footsteps of his fHmi counten^arts, NTR and MGR. be able to create a 
similar wave? ANITA PRATAP, who toured Kerala to file this report, analyses Prem 

Nazir's chances of success as a politician. 


Cuinrie*vs Bocifc of 
WorUi Heiurds his 

iiumu fur haviriK act«d in 
rhe mjximum numb«r <if 
films: at (he Urest 

count KThatH, the next entry will 
uImi ciirry somethiim new; that in 
to his numerous films he is 
•iho u poliTiciuo. the >tar with 600 
films to his creiiit with nspiraiitms of 
hecnmini; :i political siar. Is Prem 
Nazjr, 

Nazir was born Abdut Khader. 
Considered a leendeman actor of the 


MaUyali screen. Khader was given 
his Kfcan name, Prem Nazir, hy his 
firs( producer who believed in 
nuiDerology and who also felt that 
name would symbolise Hindu* 
Muslim unity. But it was not numer 
ology which made Prem Nazir take 
up politics. As he himself said in his 
interview, it was his sincere desire to 
do good for the people. 

Prem Nazir embarked on his latest 
role around three months agee when 
he decided to join politics. His deci* 
Sion did not cause much of a stir: 


after all. weren’t two of his counter 
parts in (he neighbouring staler 
already chief ministers? But what 
did raiS4» eyobruHs was NaznS deci* 
sion tu form his own ixilitjcul party 
Initially, everyone had thought that 
the star would be ioining the Con* 
gressfh. a, party in which he bus a 
number of friends and relatives. But 
he surpi isvd evervhodv when fie said 
that he would not be joining any of 
the existing parties suite ihesu pai • 
ties had tarnished their reputations. 
As yet unnamed. Nazii claims his 
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ti$Mir gnd LsthB to L«v« in 8Jns»por«L’ will he wm!heert$} 


party will emerg« 4S th« 'Tbir^ 
rurce' in Kerala politics, emanating 
from the clash between the two 
forces comprlsine the United Demo 
cretic Front fUDF) and the Left 
Democratic Front <LDF). 

Naair proposes to fish for poUtkai 
luck from the planki of leculerisa 
and one periy rule. In fact, he haa 
already started campaigning in* 
directly by atiending receptions and 
inaugural functions, tailing the 
gathering, "All axisilng parties had 
failed to safeguard the spirit of secu* 
larism/' that ^the growing coin* 
munalism and casteism had to be^ 
fought vigorously." that "the need of 
the huur is to purify the soci> 
economic, cultural and political life" 
and that **while the country could be 
proud of the successful conduct of 
the Asiad and Non*Aligcied Summit, 
the basic needs of the people like 
drinking water remainea a dream.** 
His party will have no truck with any 
existing party but will be purely 
regional in character, very much 
along (he lines of the Telugu Desam- 
While Natir is yot to chalk out the 
details, his plans, progrummes and 
parry itleidogy are ambiguous and 
nebulous. But what he is certain 
jhout IS his credo: “Respect the 
feelings of others." 

A controversy thai emerges with 
tiJmsturs turning Into politicians is 
the oue»tioJi of what is more impor* 
lane ideological conviction that 
characterises the older generation of 
politicians or the spirit of altruism 
which IS the plank on which filmstars 
try tn get elected. Those of (he first 
category have proven intellectual 
uhd admiiuMrative capubiJtties but 
fawning sycophancy makes their mo* 
tives suspect. Thcise from the world 
of films,are ignorant of ideology and 
government machinery but (hey 
have moral integrity which is viewed 
with f ar less svispiciun by the masses, 
MUR. NTR and now Prem Nasir 
reiterate that all (heir personal and 
domestic commitments have ended 
and they have turned to poliiics to 
serve the common man. The average 
Kerahte does not suspect Nazir's 
bonahdest he is known as a profes' 
sional artkie. punctual and under¬ 
standing. and ne is respected as a 
benefactor becauM uf his generous 
contnbu(i(ms to charity, fn fact, his 
donations are easily seen: Cher- 
iyatikil, 25 km from Trivandrum, 
Nazir’s native place, boasts of sever* 
al instirutions that speak volumes fur 
his munificence. 

N asir'fc pulitUal succesa^and 
(here is lietle doubt (hat he will 
not do well in the electoral baitleiH- 
is not a natural corollary of NTR's 
kpeciacular victory in Andhra 
Fradesb, Neither cen Prem Nazir 
cmuUta thft NTR act: (ha Malayali 
lemptrament and the p^irlcaJ cli¬ 
mate, uftUke in the neighbouring 
sutes. are not cunduciva to maiinte 
idoii sakiiut to pulitics. The average 
Kerallte i* more pulitkaUy conscious 


and naturally, politics and adminis¬ 
tration of (he state is considered 
serious business requiring the exper* 
(ise of experienced professionals. 
Flowery rhetunc mouthed by most 

K liticians is thrown to the winds. 

lat does impress the politically 
aware Malayalis are policies and 
programmes, ideological convlctioo 
and above all. implementation uf the 
programmes. As a Keralite put it 
very succinctly (u this currespon* 
dent: "You dangle someibing that is 
concrete and tangible, and the 
Malayali is certain to biu. Other¬ 
wise, he ha.s no qualms of spitting it 
back at your face." 

Political ubeervers are sanguine 
that it will be very difficult for a 
Nazir phenomenon to take roots in 
Kerala fur the simple reason rbar 
Malayans as a race are not star* 
strucK. If a star is spotted on the 
streets, there is no mobbing, no 
cheering, not evM a milling crowd. 
This is characteristic of *ihe 
Malayan’s innate irreverence to 
stars and the truly democratic atti* 
tude that everybody is equal. In fact, 
when Ramu fUirat. the director of 
the award* winning film, Chemeen, 
coniesied the election in the Sixties, 
he lost. Nesir and octrees Sheela, 
who accompanied Kairat on his cam¬ 
paign tour, were buued and not 
allowed to speak* The biggest advan¬ 
tage that MGR, NTR or Raj Kumar 
have is their ^mi past which has 
won them a place m the hearts of the 
people. In Nasir*s case, this could be 
his single brggest handicap. 

Both MCR and NTR were moulded 
into roles specifically tailored to pro¬ 
ject an image. MGR was the swash¬ 


buckling hero, mst and kind. For 
three decades NTR was consistently 
either divine or heroic. .\nd viewers 
were gradually lulled and brain* 
washed into believing that (ha 
matinee idols were the living perso¬ 
nifications of all the virtues that they 
portrayed on the screen Nazirt on 
the otner hand, has Hcted in a wide 
variety of rules: from a scmimental 
lover to a congenital idiot. 

Almost everybody admits that if 
Nazir were to cuntest from Cher* 
iyankii, he would win. What every- 
l^y 1$ sceptical about is his ability 
to form a party that will, on Its own, 
win an obsolute majority in the 
Assembly. This will primarily be be¬ 
cause of the rampant an^ deep- 
rooted communalism that has been 
mamtalning its vice-like grip over 
Kerala politics. Small communal par* 
ties have their votebanks among the 
different communities. The Christ. 
Ians, for example, of the Kotiayam, 
Trichur or ErnakuUm bulls will vote 
only for the Kerala Congress, the 
Muslims of Malapuram and Kaaar* 
gode will vote for the Muslim League 
v^Ua the Nairs and the Ezhavas will 
cast their votes for their own politic, 
al parties. The question that can 
then be asked is: Will the Muslims 
vote for Nazir? Seasoned politicians 
are of the opinion that even among 
the Muslims, Shahib Thangal or M.K. 
Haji would ^ preferred to Nazir. 
Yet anotherTacior that makes Prem 
Nazir's entry into politics difficult is 
that he does not have any organiaa- 
tlonel setup at the grass-roots level. 
This was true of NTR but he liad an 
■dventage: his fan clubs. The youth 
of Karele cemsider It an insult to 
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Prem Ntiir with Hit ftmiJy 


ibeir iniellii^ence if they were to 
eroup chem«elve$ inio fan clubs. 
Naur himsdl concedes that he did 
not have many fan clubs. 

Aftam. unlike other film stars, 
those in Kerala are not paid astronp. 
mkal rates. Prem Nazir, ihou^ num* 
ber one of the Malayalam screen, at 
the zenith of his career, commands 
only As 1.5 lakhs. Kis counterpaMS 
elsewhere are peid ten times that 
amount. But like NTR who elicited 
the support of his rich kamma com* 
munity. Prem Nahr can also look 
forward to such support from fellow 
Muslims who form a sizable chunk of 
the rich business community. 
Moreover, he can also get the tup* 
port from the film industry, as many 
are deeply indebted to him. Yet 
another source of support would be 
the Malayalis. now working in the 
Gulf. Nazir, in fact, is one of the 
men aging directors of the Calicut* 
based Rs iB-crore project Carbon 
and Chemicals Ltd. started with in* 
vestments from Gulf Malayalis. 

I f Nazir were to form a party and 
stand for elections immediately he 
would be hounded out In shame. He 
himself is aware of the adverse (from 
his point of view) conditions that 
prevail in Kerab. all of which makes 
It much more difficult for him than tt 
was for NTR. As he told this corns* 

E pidcnt. '*1 am going very slowly 
cause I know my state is entirely 
different". The most difficult task 
that he will have to cMitend «allb is 
the all-pervading air of scepticism, 
that he does not have the iistelU* 
gence. capability and experience*to 
run the government. Aware of this, 
be has decided to proceed cautious* 
Jv. For the next six or seven months 
He intends to devote his tioe tp 
mingling rith the people "to geuge 
their reactions ” 

If one wcra to glance through the 
dailv engagements column of the 
loca'l newspapers of Kerala, one 


wouJO tind Nazir attending one or 
two functions every day. 

He IS slowly acquiring the qual* 
ities of a politician, lie haft one 
advantage; he is an excellent speak* 
er with a good command of 
Malayalam. His vocabulary is good, 
his cHoice of phrases apt. As he says 
repeatedly in the interview: "I am 
practical If the people reject me I'll 
leave." 

Prem Nasir's fate at the hustings 
depends on two main factors: his 
ability to project himself in the next 
two years and the performance of 
the UDH during this rime. There is 
political frustration and disillusion* 
meni in Kerala but it has not yet 
come to a head. It could, however, in 
two vaars’ time. But if CM Karuna* 
karah is able to survive along with 
his coalition government till '85, im* 
plement some of the promised 
schemes, ensure political stability, 
prem Nazir would find it difficult to 
manage a footing. But if the UDP 
coalition fails, then the voter i< (hko 
again at the crossroads in IWs, and 
it will be then that Nazir can try to 
succeed as i politician. 

*NBzir can succeed if he effectively 
capitalises on the disillusionment 
and uncertainty of the voters. Like 
NTR. he has to raise several issues to 
be identified with a new mcrvement, 
one that serves to highlight the fei* 
lures and inadequacy of coalition 
government. The main issue that he 
will have to raise is'one*parfT rule 
that would ensure stability, the im 
plementatk^n of (ime*bound prog' 
rammes and effective administration 
as bureaucrats would not be pulled 
about in different directions. The 
other issues that he will have to raiee 
will be removal of corruption from 
every strata of secidry. unemploy* 
mem and capitation fees. Ai ha 
hiroaelf admits, a "Naiir wave" has 
to be generated, and unless there is a 
wave the filmstar cannot hope to 
away the masses. 


Perfection fs no trifle* 





Should Nasjr €mtr^ u a fore* to 
coneofid with, the party that stancls 
TO Imo the most will 6a the Coogres* 
9(1). AU the other partiat have tiiair 
comibittad voters, If the political 
spectrum U to be divided ioto par- 
Canutes of committed voters, the 
CPKI^ would have 2S per cent, the 
two Muslim Leagues tea par cant, 
the NDP and the SAP one per cent 
each. The Congress(f| accounts for 
about 20 to 2S |^r cent of the votes. 
Apart from caking away votes from 
the Congressd), Ptem natir can also 
try to secure 20 per cent floating 
votes. 

Just as NTR denied having been 
insmred by MGR. Naair denies that 
NTR is Che fount of his inspiration. 
But his denial is shallow. According 
to a few friends of Nazir, ha is being 
provoked into joining politics follow¬ 
ing KTR's success. Nasir, of course, 
does not agree. 

This correspondent spoke to sec¬ 
tions of the public. bureaucrat>» and 

B oliticians to gauge their reaction to 
azir*$ decision. Most discounted (he 
possibility of Ptem Nazir emerging 
as a political force *'becaui(« Kerala 
,is not like Andhra Pradesh.** But It 
was clear that NTR’s victory and 
subsequent performance have wa¬ 
tered down their vehemence. They 
still feel that such j phenomenon 
cannot take place in Kerala but 
already a moaicum of uncertainty 
hoa crept in. As C.H. Mohammed 
Koya, deputy CM of-Kerala, said in 
on exclusive interview with this cor¬ 
respondent: *'In B mood of despera¬ 
tion the people may opt for this 
Third Force V 

Mr Koya's reaction was classic for 
later on in the same interview, he 
said. *'One more vegetable adds to 
the teste. Let Nezir come, (t will add 
to the funl* Said Koya* *'We c«n*t 
have a birth control of political par¬ 
ties here.” Kerala could certamly 
accommodate one more party. 
Though he wished Nazir well be¬ 
cause '‘Jie is an honest mao who has n 
genuine concern for the people,” Mr 
Koya, however, fell that Nazir’s 
chances were not bright because '*he 
doesn't have a political back¬ 
ground.” He ruled out the possibility 
of Nazir joining his 1U^^ flndian 
Union Muslim League) saying. 
‘'Prern Nazir wants a Third Force. 
We are not interested in a Third 
Force!' He discounted the Mssibil- 
ity of Nasir eroding the IUmL*$ sup¬ 
port saying. ‘‘In our community, cine¬ 
ma is not very populerf Asserting, 
.that the ero.sinn would he in the 
deoiocraiic side he said the UDF 
could be saved if its regime was 
characterised by dynamic program- 
mas. proper leadership, frequent 
consultatione between coalition part¬ 
ners. implementation of job-oriented 
schemes and dtvelo^tnral prog¬ 
rammes thet will evoke a sense w 
pertidpaiion in (he people and wel¬ 
fare measuras..Por ihla, ha pointed 
ou(>*The contra will have to come to 


our reheue. Thw musi give us some 
money. After aB« (his is their only 
basrioA in the south”. Claiining that 
coalitiofi politics was hare to stay, he 
added mischievously, ”Acutha 
Menon knows how to run a coalition 
and E.M.S. Namboodiripad kriows 
how to wreck it? Ask^ what his 
reaction would be 11 Nazir succeeded 
in cutting throuj^ all barriers to 
emerge as the CM of Kerala. Mr 
Koya said, "Well then Lohia said of 
Mrs Candhi^t least we can see a 
beautiful face daily in the newspap 
ers." If Nazir did come to power 
Koya predicts, bis party too v^l be 
doomed to the affliction that affects 
all political parlies of Kerala. 
According to him. Nazir will have to 
combat faaionalism. corruption and 
recalcitrant officers of iba secretar¬ 
iat. But Koya could not resist addiog: 
"We have been hearing the back- 
round music for so long. But the 
ero is yet to appear.". 

Vyalar Ravi, (he home minister 
(Kerala Coogrevs-Mani group) feels 


NMiir with /eya Bbarari 



that (he cesunonj complexion df 
Kerala politics v^l matM it verv 
difficult for Nazir to gain a foothOM. 
He refused to impute, any slgniA* 
cance to the fact that Narir attracted, 
large crowds. Said he: *ln Ken 
there is no scarc^ of people to h< 

S ursp^hes" T^oi^ he ruled m 
t possibiUn of Nazir establishing a 
nne-party rule in Kerala he, howev¬ 
er. felt that Nasir may succeed in 
having enough number of MLAt to 
till the balence in any coaUtion 
setup. The CPI and CPl(M) party 
members felt that Nazir did not 
merit serious mention. Mr N.E. 
Ealaram, CPI state secretary told 
Suanxy "Let Prem Nezir join” but 
refused to cotnmeni beyond that. Mr 
RA31ammu Haji. an MLA belonging 
to the AIML (All India Muslim 
League), felt that Nazir would not 
erode his paity ranks as the party 
leaders had a firm foothold in the 
community. Moreover, be endorsed 
Koya's belief that Muslims were not 
enamoured by filmstars. After talk¬ 
ing to a number of politicians it was 
clear that Kerala politicians are not 
affected by the n)Ugh and tumble of 
politics to take these so-called 
threats from Nazir seriously. For us. 
said one politician: "It is all In (he 
game.'* 

What makes it so difficult for Ptem 
Nazir according to a senior bureauc¬ 
rat, is that "since 1960 no single 
party or movement has been able to 
capture the people’s fancy. After 23 
years of coalition politics it is diffi¬ 
cult to believe that (he people would 
do a complete about-iura and go 
beck to a one-party rule." The film- 
world is, however, hacking Nazir to 
(he hill. Said filmstar Madhu (second 
only to Prem-Nazir), "People are so 
fed up with the existing parties. 
Thev have seen that there is nothing 
to choose between the Marxists aod 
the democrats. So, they are bound to 
give Nazir a chance.** Speaking ab¬ 
out the aJvenMges that Nazir had. 
Madhu said: "First and foremost 
Nazir enjoys a good reputation with¬ 
in and outside the film world. 
Secondly, he is very hardworking 
and to 18-hour schedules and thirdly. 
Nasir is more in touch with the 

B iiblic than most of our politiciansr 
e also strongly felt that Nazir 
should not join an existing party as 
"he will have to reform the existing 
party before he can do any goodr 
Razir has an uphill task mfore 
him. The success oi his attempt de¬ 
pends purely on how well he projects 
nimself as a viable alternative to the 
UDF and the LDF. One cannot or 
should not dismiss him cursorily for 
the simple reason chat anything is 
possible in Indian politics. Nazir him- 
eelf U hopeful. Said he: "Kerale has 

t iroved to be an excellent laboratory 
or political experiments." He esks 
pertinently "In which other place 
ire commtiniscs voted in and out of 
power through the ballot? In which 
other state has there been such a 
rapid turnover of governments’^" 
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“If I declare a war, I will win” 


Prem Nazir tells Sunday 


Prem N9zir's mviJeshsized drawing room js crammed wiOt 
memorabitia. walhto^wai! ibetves are duttered with 
mementoes of an iflustrious film career that h pushing 
ahead into its .^2nd year: there an triples, awards, 
plaaues. ivory tusks, wooden elephants, horses, chariots 
ano cannons. Even from outside, the house has a touch of 
filmland to tt; there is an Ambassador, a Mazda and a 
Mercedes parked in haphaaard abandon. This tnteryiew 
was held in two sessions. The first, wtth ANITA PR A* 
TAP. was fixed for eight am at his residence. On the dot. 
Frem Naair came in. his gait marked bv a jaunty swing. He 
looked very fit for his 6 years and mmarkabiy agile and 


light on his feet. Dressed in a navv blue safari suit. Nazir, 
however, looked older than he does in his films. Yet his 
face cs Without creases and looks fresJJ. He talked in his 
study, for as he eMptained. "Too many^Kople will come 
and disturb us in the drawing room. “ the study too was 
crammed with furniture. On the table was a mound of 
unopened fan mail which lotik some time to clear. 
Throughout the interview. Pnm Nugir was relaxed and 
cheernil. As o dear from the interview, it is not for 
nothing that the star has earned the reputation of being a 
"born diplomat." Later, in between takes of his hmi 
movie, he talked to BINOO JOHN. Cxccrpis: 


When did the idea of 
m I ^joining polities first 
I M stnire yoa^ 

0 A: When f Wis itudy* 
ing in hish school. 1 
u^vd to work for rh« Congress in 
t ho^e davs. We were working egainst 
Sir C.P. flemiswemy Iyer; tlut^ dwr- 
ing the independence movement. 
Till SSLC, I continued doing thet. In 
tho^e days one Mr Jose wis the 
student Congress leeder. But after 
SSLC, I joined college. My parents 
were v«rv afreid that if 1 continued 
like that I would atop my studies end 
J would be totally immersed in poll* 
tics So they packed me off to SB 
Coliege in Cnanganacherry^thet's a 
very disciplined college, you know. 
A/ter my intermediate examinations 
I took part In an acting competition 
and got the first prise. Some produce 
ers offered me roles and I entered 
films. Since then, 1 have been work* 
ing in films continuously for 32 
years. It is time to quit and now [ 
want a change. Till now I have 
served my people as an artiste-*^ 
(hat Involvement has always been 
there. I want to continue with that 
involvement in another form So. I 
have selected politics since it is the 
most suitable way. 

Q: Apparently you had made your 
decjsioxi to join ^litics about seven 
years ago... 

A: About ten years ago when t was 
asked what my proeramnie would be 
after leaving the film industry I hed 
said that I would join peUttes. I want 
(0 serve my people. 

Q; What iras the reaaon for wetting 
for so tong? 

A: My busy schedule. Even now I 
am busy. Some producers stiU ask 
me why I should turn to politics. 
They tell me, “You have been recog* 
nised as a artiste. We arc very 
anxious to get character perform* 
ances from you." They feel 1 should 
Join politics only after another five 
or SIX years. Mter all, all thesa 
gentlemen who have become chief 


ministers (MGR and KTR) iiarted 
only after 60 yeers of age. I em only 
Si So they (the producers) ask me 
why I am in such a hurry. But 1 am 
not in a hurry. 1 am slowly planning 
and building it up. I cai>*i bring In a 
cheap party. The pany I form should 
do come good for the people Other* 
wise why should I enter politics I am 
now feeling the pulse of the people. I 
am entering politics to do good for 
the public. If the public do not 
reciprocate, I can have no reason to 
join politics. I am very practical. A 
debate is going on now in Karala 
about my decision to join politics. In 
fact, galiup polls are going on every* 
where in Kerala. All ine papers have 
asked for the peoples* opinion about 
my joining politics. 1 believe in 
democratic principles so 1 am trying 
to gauge the peoples’ reaaion. 




A strong regional party and | 
a strong state government | 
will not in any way harm the 
federal structure. We have 
unity in diversity...like 
flowers of different colours 
in the same garden. 


Q: It was reported earlier that you 
wouid be joining the Congre.<s(l), (t 
now appears that you are fvrm$op 
your own parry. What has caused this 
change of heart? 

A; There was a lut of spoculathm 
because I have so many friends and 
relatives in the Congress! Il But then 
I also have friends in so many \w 
lies. The leaders and members id 
these parties like me,..some uF ihum 
are my bosom friends. When I got the 
Padma Bhushan it was suid that u 
was politically motivated. It is n<ti 
poUiically motivated. I toiled for .12 
years, and so they had to considei niv 
name. People are against me joining 
an existing party. They teli me, 
"Don’t join anybody, don't do ihji." 

Q: Vmy shouldn't you join at\ t'v 
isttng party.^ 

A; B^ause all the existing parties 
have lose their aedibility. when that 
is the case why should I Join (hem. I 
must start organising my own party 
with its own views and ideas, a 
regional party like in Andhra 
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. That is 
better. Though I am thinking ut 
starting my own party, 1 have not yet 
decided in which form it should 
come. It’s DOi easy. I know thai. 
Starting a party is a Herculean task 
The vested interests will come, (ihei 
opporTunists will come. 1 will have t<i 
be very careful. Acting before a 
zamera is easy if you are a talenibd 
Dtisce. 

1 an slowly building it up I know 1 
must select a very gow team. It will 
take six or seven months...nothing 
will hapi^n imracdiatcly. It will ot 
least take more than a year. I am 
actually thinking in terms of two 
years—people tell me that 1 am 
keeping an eye on the 19SS electionik 
(laughs), maybe—but people sey I 
shemd reduce the time and launch 
my parry in a few months tine. But f 
have commitments! have signed 
about 2$ to 30 fihni end these 1 nave 
to complete first. 

Q: Mfhat makes you feel that the 





peopi9 of KenU miy lock upon you 
as an altemativo to the presani 
leaden? 

A'. Th« geooraL fttmo»ph«re is com 
letely comipt. If is ruined now 
orruDCion nas become rei^eni 
here, reople want a change in Kera* 
la, I don't want to start a national 

f iarty. My party will only be in Kara- 
a. I want to do someming for the 
Malayali people as in Andhra and 
Tamil N^u. The people want a 
change because they are fed up with 
the present politicians. People in all 
walks of lire are fed up—^wtors, 
engineers, students, government ser¬ 
vants. IAS and IPS officers are all 
fad up. 

0: fed up with what? 

A’ With political interference. 
Politicians interfere too much with 
the general administration. 1 feol 
you inoutdgivc the IAS, IPS officers 
and the KGO's (nongatetted offic* 
ers) freedom. You can intervene 
when and if the time and the situa¬ 
tion warrants it. What is happening 
now is unnecessary interference ano 
there is too much of it. 

Q: You want to start a party for the 
Malayalis. But, will not tne prolifera¬ 
tion of regional parries be de- 
rrimenial to jiarionai unity? 

A: First of all the states should be 
strengthened, We are not declaring a 
war against the centre, but we have 
to bargain with them. We must get 
our due financial assistance. If we 
want to industrialise our state we 
must get the necessary funds from 
the centre. If the states are weak, 
they are not Roine to get anvthi^. 
You know. Kerala's monthly rice 
requirement is 1.3S lakh tonnes. Our 
position was very bad->4ven now it 
i% very bad'^because of the drought. 
The central minister said he would 

S ive IS.ODO tonnes of rice from 
aryana. When he was told that we 
require more, he did not listen. He 
just took his file and left No discus¬ 
sion, nothing. Why did he do that? It 
is because the state is not strong. It is 
because the state cannot demand. 
The stale has failed. We had asked 
for Rs 13S crores for developmental 
programmes. They (the centre) did 
not give us anything. NTR had asked 
for Rs 350 crores and he got phrt of 
it. We got zero. Why is that so? It is 
because we are weak. The govern¬ 
ment here ia a coalition government. 
They are not united. So, you have to 
make it strong. It does not matter 
which party is ruling but I strongly 
feel that one-party rule should emne 
in Kerala. 1 will cry for that. I know it 
IS difficult, ai^cially in Kerala. But 
one can try. You educate the people, 
tell them that they must unite and 
that KeraJitas should come together 
and that they must fight for their 
cause. But that does not mean we are 
declaring a war against anybody. 

Q: Don*t you think that in the hag 
run, regional parries wlU be a threat 
ro the /edtraJ structure? 

.. A: Tha danger is only if the centre 
becomes week. A strong regional 



perry and a strong state government 
will not m any way harm the federal 
structure. We have unity in diversi¬ 
ty. Like flowers of different colours 
in the seme garden. 

Q: What makes you think that the 
so<all^ disgruntfed masses will Ime 
up behind you? 

A: It is not me as a filmstar (that 
they will follow). It won't be me 
alone that will be riding the wave. It 
will be a collective force. The Third 
Force will rise above narrow beliefs 
The country's interests vnli be up- 
permost in our minds. Remember 
our state has always been prepared 
for political experiments. Didn't we 
elect the first-ever communist minis- 
cry in the world? Moreover 1 am 
everybody’s man. Didn't all of you 
nurture me during my 32 years in 
films? 

Q: Will your parry or the Third 
Force, be mtsic affy eari<enrre.^ 

A: Of course not. ATsiate faas every 
legitimate right to claim things from 
the centre. Can’t a child ask his 
father to send him to school? 

Q: Have you made a definite effort 
to cultivate a secular image? Some 
time ago, amidst protest from Mus- 
/iffis who even threetened to heheed 

you, you donated mn elephant to the 

Cheriyankil reopie. 

A: I had always bad a secular 
stand. Religion is a personal affair. 
Miiikmd is my religion. Your pain ia 
mine loo. 

'Q: You are banking on the younger 
generation for supporr. Do you thtnk 
rhe literate youth of Kenie wtU 
support an old filmstar? 

A: 3ut they * are tha ones who 
supponed me for these 32 years in 


films. They form the bulk of my 
audience. 

ip: Tactically, wber do you have in 
mind for the immediate future? 

A: I want to get to know the 
people, to hear their voice. Their 
voice, their cries will merge with 
mine and flow like a stream, growing 
as it moves, into a flood. 

Q; Wbar will be your ultimete aim? 

A; To build up a system based on 
human values. That will be possible 
only by ertistes like me. Only an 
artiste Itnows the mind and heart of 
the people. That is going to be my 
struggle. Tomorrow many of us 
might not be here and who then will 
take care of the younger generation? 
It is like a family. Wnat happans to 
the kids if the parents start righting 
Somebody has to pul a stop to itr 
Q: What do you think of Mrs Gandhi? 

A: I like her. I respect her. My 
admiration for her is deep-rootad. 1 
admira her as a great leadar Bur 
that is a different marrer. 


r What will be the ideology, the 
credo of your party? 

: You must resp^t the feelings of 
rrs. Here (in Kerala) people era 


Q 


You must resp^t the feelings of 
others. Here (in Kerala) people are 
bloodthirsty. Opposition parties are 
anxious to suck the ruling party's 
blood and v/ce versa. It is a regular 
dogfight. We don't want that. 

Q: To what extent has your deci¬ 
sion to enter politics been hastened 
by NTR's success? 

A: (Laughs}. It is not inspiration or 
anything Tike that. I am going va^ 
slowly...slow and steady. I am not in 
a hurry to start a party immediately. 
NTR plunged into politics suddenly 
end won. I am going very slowly 
because I know my state's character¬ 
istics. My state is entirely different 
(from the rest). 

Q: In what ways do you think 
Kerala is d&fertnt? 

A: There is too much communal- 
ism here. Muslims, Chnstians^ Nairs, 
Ethavas. hanjans have their own 
parties. They are all involved in 
politics. That is bad. Soma sections 
of the people are controlled by reli¬ 
gious organisations. One has to be 
very careful. You have to educate 
the people. If this trend ^of forming. 

e antes) continues, there is bound to^ 
a a mass upsurge. 

Q; What was your reaerfon re 
H^*s success? 

A: In the teginniag we were afraid 
and wondered how be could win. We 
never expected such a victory. Peo¬ 
ple say. how can him artistes rule a 
state? And, that they are not intelli¬ 
gent enough to hold the reins of 
administration. 1 don't agree with 
them. 

Q: How would you rate STR's 
performance as chief minister? 

A; NTR hes brought in some good 
reforms. I think his perfonnance is 
good. What I appreciate first was his 
abolition of capitation feet. Capita¬ 
tion fees have gone upto Rs three 
lakha bow and students with merit 
are not able to get admission for 
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MBBS and MD courses. I appreciate 
NTR's reduction of corporations 
from 49 to 19. With the aboticion of 
the pension schemes for ex- 
Legislators, NTR has cut down on 
wastage. That's good. 1 feel the critic¬ 
ism regarding tne reduction of the 
retirement age is politically moti¬ 
vated. But (he move was sudden. He 
could have given them a little notice. 
NTR is a strict administrator, a very 
sincere and disciplined man. As an 
actor he was verv disciplined. Even 
now he is disciplined. 

Q: Are you a strict dfscjpimarian? 

A; I want to be strict but I also feel 
that a policy of give-and*take should 
be (here. Our credo is to respect the 
feelings of others. A certain amount 
of diplomacy should be there. I can't 
be very rough and rude. But if 1 want 
to be strict. 1 can. Then the smiling 
face will vanish. 

Q: y/h$t iio you intend to achieve 
by iorming your party * 

A: The first thing is to ensure that 
the corruption which now exists at 
all levels is rooted out At present 
strinunt measures are not being 
introduced to curb corruption. If we 
come, we will wipe out corruption, 
though I. know it will take time. The 

S rice rise has been meteoric. They 
the government) are blemmg the 
merchents.' But the government is 
^ving them the opportunity to do it. 
Tlicn why should you blame them? 
Also. 1 will ask intellectuals to come 
forward and speak out their mind 
frankly. All intellectuals should un* 
ite. In tell actuals here are very in* 
different and negligent. 1 could also 
like to end the curse of capitation 
fees And I would like to usher in 
secularism in Kerala. 

Q: Whose interests wUl your party 
represent? 

A: Our party will stand for the 
poor and the down-trodden. The 
common masses are the worst suffer¬ 
ers now. We should do something for 
them. 

Q: Do you think Kerele politics can 
eccomodete another poUrical party? 
Don't you think it has already 
reacAeJ seturetioo point.* 

A; That's true. There are too many 
parties here. But 1 can't join any of 
these parties. If I join them, then 
people will say, *'Oh. he just wonts to 
become a minister. He only wants his 
shore of power." But 1 am not power- 
mad. I agree with you that there are 
too many parties. If I join any party, 
we'll get more seats end we can f onn 
a government. But I don’t want that. 
If you join a basket of spoilt man¬ 
goes, you'll also get spoilt. 

Q: Will your party be hghrisr. 
leftist or centrist? 

A; f cen'e say now. Discussions are 
still going on. But it will be an 
independent party. 

Q: Unlike most other states. Kera¬ 
la Ties a legion of ideotogkaliy com¬ 
mitted voters. Do you think you 
stand a chance, in such a context? 

A: I think I do. But not Immediate¬ 
ly. First I have to educate ihem. tell 
9ft 


I am not in a huny {to form 
my party). I am slowly 
planning and building It up. 

I can't bring in a cheap 
party, the party I form 
should do some good for 
the people. Otherwise, why 
should I enter politics? I am 
entering politics to do good 
lor the public... 



them and convince them ihet if they 
go on in this way, the state will go lo 
ine dog^ I must educate (he people 
on the importance of secularism. 

g. So the first part of your cam- 
patgn now is to eoucare the people? 

A: Yes. Educating the people. 1 
will tell (hem that se^arisn sbould 
flourish, that for the sake of theii 
own welfare they should not drag 
their caaie. creed and religion to 

S ohiks and that we must respect 
umeniiy end human values. Now. in 
Kerala there is a political culture. 
What is the use of political culture 
altmc? Along with that we should 
also have humanity. We have sn 
excellent stale. There are a lot of 
natural resources with good, intelli¬ 
gent. hard-workingpeoiHe. But along 
with all this, human values are im. 
portaot. 

Q: It is a wtU-known fact that 
MeJayaJis do not care about film¬ 
stars. Filmstars* for instance, are nor 
worshipped as they are in Tamil 
Sadu or Andhra Pradesh. So, your 
position is ^uite dif/erent from rfTK 
and MGK 

A: Worship it not there, I agree 
But they like and respect filmstars. 

Q: while an MGR and an STR 
pMnoaenon could thrive in their 
respective states, do you genuioely 
/eef that a Saw phenoaenon is 
possible in KeraJa? 

A: I think most of the people like 
me. That may help me m politics. 

Q: But they like you as a filmstar 
not as a ponefnan. 

A: Not only as a filmstar but as a 
social figure. 1 have done a lot for 
them. 

Q: Do you think the JCeraitfas will 
take kindly to the prospect of being 
fy a filmstar. 

A: Why not? Why should they be 
against filmstars? A labourer, en¬ 
gineer or acientist can rule this coun¬ 
try. People frota different walks of 
life can rule, so why not a film 
arriste? Vfhat will matter is the per¬ 
son's menr. If Prea Nesir is good, be 
will be selected. If be isn't then be 
will be thrown out. 

0. The average MalayaU would net 
iike te mis fums with poliria be¬ 
cause to him poijtfcs is serious 
whereas films are strictly for enter¬ 
tainment He. therefore, does not 


credir the film artiste with the re- 
quisrie intelligence and cepabiJity to 
run a government 
A: In my case it will be different 
because I am known to them. Mv life 
is an open book as is my bank 
balance. For the last 32 years the 
people know me—they know me, my 
successes, merits and demerits, 
shortcoming! and achievements. But 
as I told you earlier, I am still feeling 
the pulse of the people. 

a Whit his been the ininal feed- 
ck? 

A: People want me to join politics^ 
doctors, lawyers, students all want 
me to Join. But I am going about it 
slowly. Some people tell me this is 
the right moment while some others 
advise me to wait. 

Q: Have you thought of a name for 
your party? 

A; Not yet (laughs). Everybody is 
anxiously wailing for that. 
if: You had eerher said that you'll 
join a party that would serve the 
peoples' cause. Sow you've changed 
your mind and have decided to form 
ur own party. What does this imp- 
? Do you now feel that none of the 
existing parties are serving ihe cause 
of the people? 

A: They are serving the people 
(smiles). But my views and ideas are 
different. There is no question ot my 
joining them because some of them 
have already earned bad reputa¬ 
tions. 

Q: Could your decision to form your 
own pern* atom from ambition? 

A: (l^ugns). A party of our own has 
its own advantages. 

Q: How will you set about the task of 
mafung che people accept you end 
your party as a viable alternative? 
A: You have pinpointed my main 
obstacle. I chinx the only way I can 
overcome (his problem is to sincere¬ 
ly mingle 9dth the people for two 
years so that they understand and 
appreciate my motives end capabiU- 
tm. Then they will slowly under¬ 
stand and feeU 'He is not just a film 
artiste. He is also a politiciao.’ (Mak- 
in| people accept me) will cake time. 
If liunpinto thafray Dowit wiUbea 
coloasai waste, it will be a colossal 
failure. X have already started ming¬ 
ling with the paopl^I attend Inau- 
furmtloas and receptions. They (the 
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Mop)c> iuspect mt row. Thoy uy, 
is oa9y o filmstar. How can m 
coma to pMicici? Politics is difficult 
Whan politicians fail how can ba 
succaao?” So 1 hiva to break this 
cvciiciim and suspkioD. I tell (them) 
tfiat 1 am antenng politics not f^ 
any monaiary baoafit. I have 
reached the radring age. All ny 

C arsonal commitments are over, tf 1 
ad come to politics 20 yms earlier 
1 would not nave been sucere like 
this. Now my problems are over. I 
should renounce everything. Just 
like a sabha sangba bhMntniyM 
sanyjsj, I will come. 

Q: You have said that your perry 
represents the Third Force. Can you 
define wbar this Third Force is? 

A: When rwo powers clash or strike 
each other, a new force is created. 
The Big Bang produced a new entity: 
the earth. When the two super pow- 
ers, America, and Russia strike, a 
new force emerges: the Non<Al)jned 
Movement. In the same way in Kera¬ 
la, a new forca will be created. 
Necessity it the mother of invention. 

S in other words, the clash between 
e UDF and the LDF forces in 
Kerala will produce your Third 
Force? 

A: Yes. 

Q: In the conrevr of Kerala, what 
are the disadvantaies and disadvan¬ 
tages that you will have to face 
t^tusa you are a film artiste. 

A: The edvantige is that I am 
known to tha people. I don’t see any 
disadvantages. 

Q: Jam told that the merchant and 
business communities intend to sup¬ 
port you. 

A: i went to inaugurate one of 
Chair functions. Thay wanted to start 
a party. They told me they believed 
in me. 

Q. Do you expect support from 
other seerroRs or socieo* than the 
ones mentioned? 

A: So many sections of people have 
offered their support. 

Q: Bur once these people start 
supporting you, aren't you going to 
be m a ri^r comer to the extent that 
you'll have to bend down to the 
demands of these iobbias^ 

A: If they deserve support we shall 
consider supporting them. Otherwise 
we won't. 1 navi to be very careful in 
selecting tbe people. Screaning (for 
entry in the ptr^l will be strict. I 
must admit 1 am very afraid .if these 
vested interests. 

Q ; Will there be speciaf emphasis 
on youth and women? 

A: Yes. Even now there is e lot of 
endiusiasm among the youdi. They 
really want a change. That iniriu 
enthusiasm is there. It is exactly like 
when a film Is released there is 
initial attraction. How long I't will 
laat...? lor the flrit few oap the 
collections will be good. But after 
tbit it always drape. That should not 
happen (with my petty). ' 

You must have been observing 
the MGB gad STB phenomenon. 


They (the people) will 
slowly understand and feel, 
“He is not just a film artiste. 

He is also a politicianr 
(Making people accept me) 
will take time. If I jump into 
the fray now, it will be a 
colossal waste, a colossal 
failure. 



What are some of their traits that 
you think is worthy of emulation? 

A: They are sincere to the common 
people, especially the poor and the 
down trodden. That is why MCR has 
introduced the meal scheme. That is 
a great scheme. He is feeding 67 lakh 
children daily. It’s a great thing he Is 
doing. We can criticise, but such 
criticisms I feel are purely politically 
motivated. 

Q: But this is the old controversy of 
wbeeber ;r is right to give prece¬ 
dence to populist rather than pnv 
ducrive schemes. 

A: {Smiles). That's a matter of 
opinion. 

<f: What do you have to say about 
this Rama Raiyam in the south. Is it 
a pure coincidence or deep down 
inside do you think there is a dfWne 
par rem behind all this? 

A: No. no. It is only a coincidence. 
But why should there be a Rama 
Rajyam only in the aouth. It should 
be there in the whole country. 

Q: Do you approve of the Southern 
Ches' covncilr 

A: Let (hem meet and discuss 
What is wrong in it? But why should 
you call it "southern.” Let it be 
called iusi a CMs' meet. 

Q: loeally. what should the rela¬ 
tionship between the states and the 
centre be? 

A: The relationship now Is not 
cordial. There Is erosion of power. 
The states have genuine comi^aints. 
They could do with more finarKial 
assistanca from the centre. The cen* 
tre should give more concessions to 
the states, otherwise they (tbe 
statls) cannot pull o\ 

Q: Do you set any soiurfon to tbe 
Asaam or Khafisran problems? 

A: That’s (the Khalisien problem) 
a very difficult problem. B^ause It 
is religious in nature, youTl have to 
tackle it very carefully. Our Prima 
Minister is a very iotelUgem lady, 
yet she is also confused about how to 
solve this problem. Because it Is 
religious, everybody is afraid (to 
take action). In Kerala too, we have 
tha Nllackla problem. Even now it 
has nor been solved. The situation is 
a^ explosive. Everybody is efraid 
because it is a religious problem. 

Q: What are some of the issues that 
you wilt raise to mobilise support for 
your Third Force? 

Ax First of all, removal of corrup* 
iloB. You know, the cost of cement is 


Rs 65 per bag. But It is available In 
the open market for Rs 12S. Why 
can't they (the government) stop 
this? What is the meaning of a gov* 
ernment. an administration? Omer 
issues will be unemployment and 
poliilcal interference. 

Q: How art you going to coopuer 
the communal aspect ot Kerale poli¬ 
tics? Sections of voters are commit 
ted either to tbe Kerala Congress, 
(he hiuslim League or rhe CrKId). 
These voters are not likely to vote 
for you. 

A: Ah. that we can’t say. That Is 
rhe characteristic of Kerala. Today 
wa elect a person with a majority of 
50,000 votes. But in the next election 
he is defeated by a margin of 10,000 
voles. How does this happen? But it 
happens in Kerala all the time. Ona 
minute they (the voters) say, ’Hail 
Brutus,’ ana in the next minute they 
say, 'Down Brutus.' 

Q: But do you senousfy hope ther* 
the Christiens, Muslims and leftists 
committed to their respective par* 
ties will vote for you? 

A: Everything is so unexpected in 
politics. When a wave comes th»*i] 
vote. That is mass psychology. Out 
great leaders have been defeated 
much to our suipnse. And again they 
have won. How t$ it? 

Q: It is said thee j^u'U definitely 
gel elected from dheriyankil (his 
native place) but thet it is going to 
be very difficult to form a parry with 
statewide sups>ort. 

A; You can’t say that. After all K. 
Kamaraj Nadar, though a great lead* 
er. was defeated by e young boy. 
Such things always happen. 

0; Another problem that you will 
face is regardmg financial hacking. 
Cine artistes in Kerala are paid very 
little compared to their counremrts 
in Andhra Pradesh or Tamil Nadu. 
And politics is an expensive proposi¬ 
tion. 

A! Whir you say is correct. One has 
to have finances. $o we will have to 
select fine people, work hard and 
maybe, starve. I am joining politics 
to serve the people not to acquire 
pomp and glory. 

Q: Suppose you fail as a politician, 
what will you do? Will you go back to 
films? 

A: If I declare a war, I will win. 
Casualtias will be there on both 
sides. I don’t think Til fail. 






The Fifm Horseman 


RUSSY KARANJIA meets COL. MUAMMAR QADHAPI 

- I . ' • 

I ^ Muammar Qadhafi the Fifth Israel, £1 Salvador and Honduras to scions of the parasitic Senusi regime 

Horseman uf the Apocalypse? I ravage the earth, now plans to carry of Libya gambling away his people's 

was su( prised ro see (he popu- war, plague, hunger and death to wealth in gaming casinos. **80 this is 

lar navel bearing rhu title by space itself.'* how they bum our money,** mur- 

l.arry Collins and Dominique The leader would not say more, mered the angry officer, and vowed 
Laineire freely available in Libya, but his people see his "Third Univer* to save his country from this kind of 

even though it ’>eeks in blaspheme sal The(»ry . which seeks to restore decadence. On returning home, 

that country’s hero the Scourge of power m its most direct grassroots humiliation sharpened his anger at 
War. Phigiie, Hunger and Death in form to the peoples of the world the sight of Muhammad Idris. King 
the ciintexi of St John the Divine's ijrevoluiiunar>'soluiionio which we of U^a, bowing low to kiss the 

dire prophecy: will return later k as a formula for hands of wives of American oil mag* 

A inf ) tiioked and tH'held .r pa/e life against the blasphemy of Death nates who were the real, if un* 

hoiHv ami hft name that Mt on over which Reagan and his allies crowned, monarchy of the country, 

him wi/s Death, and hell ti>Uowed today preside. To them he is the thereby proclaiming 10 the world his 

iv/fh h/m And power wa* given Fifrn Horseman of peace, riding royal slavery, 

onto them over rhe fourth part of fearlessly across the earth to give It was in those days in London and 
iho earth, to kill with death, and battle to the other four scourges of Tripoli (hat the Jamahiriya took 

with the beast* of the earth. war and its evil brood. And that is »eed in the mind of the young officer 

Qadftjfi has cunfounded his de* precisely why he has emerged as a and his miliunr army comrades 

tractors by 'permitting the dlstribu* iJimcipul Pentagon target in jamahiriva, by the way. i.s an Arabic 

tiori <if rhe book in hi5 ct.ite, wisely Washington’s hot and cold wars, neologism made up of two words: 

a»«umins with his people that the Anyone with doubts on that score repubf/cand musses, andean best be 

Biblical ptophecy of destruction l>y should have a look at disclosures translaied as "Peop/odom.** 

the four feudal HotM^mcn of the from ClA itself, even in Congression* So hated and decrepit was the 

Beast fits no one better than Ronald al hearing.^, about the phenomenal Senusi regimo by 1%9 that its over 

Ruiigaii and his NATO aUies. As he sums of money the Uo spends on throw by a gallant band of young 
told me with simple conviction, "Any projects to assassinate Qadhafi. ofHcers was not only bloodless, but 
reader of St. John would recognise No understanding of (he Qadhafi also received with spontaneous 
ihe Beast of the Apocalyw in the phenomenon is possible, however, street festivities. Thus 1 September 

warmonfierine President of America, without going back a while in history 1969, saw the birth of a revolution 

the leader of the international im- 10 an incident in London when a that was to have a sweeping impact 

perialist'Zionist conspiracy who, not y^ting Libyan army officer training far beyond its borders of a magni* 

satisfied with setting scourges like in L'K watched in pain and anguish cude, seemingly disproportionate to 









LibytH 

|i('« and tiBall 
population of 
thraa mlUion. At 
tha aye of this 
fiortn »tood one 
man—Muammar 
(^hafi. 

1 Saptamber 
1969, marked not 
(he culmination of 
the 'Jamahiriya, 
only i» raviilution* 
ary beginning. 

Sweeping mea< 
sures of trans* 
formarion—** re¬ 
form" u a totally 
inadequate word 
in this case—were 

not only con« _ 

celved, but a!w e*. ubya/ir ouKoer 
ecuted with — 
breathtaking speed and seal. Three 
of the earliest acts of the Jamahiriya 
revoluclonariet were, seen through 
the eyes of the West, most unforgjv* 
able. These were the expropriation 
of British Petroleum's assets, the 
expulsion of the exploitative Italian 
community, and the closure of the 
American Wheelus Air Base. 

The manner of achievement of 
these measures was no less heroic 
than their objectives. Was not a little 
North African nation telling the 
worlds mightiest and most aggres¬ 
sive military power: **Cet off my land 
and stay our^? To this day. on the 
basis of bogus "leases" and "agree¬ 
ments" (that are upheld by brute 
force), the US continues to commit 
aggraision on Cuban soil by illegally 
retaining the base at Guatetiamo. 
But from Wheelus, they were uncere¬ 
moniously thrown out amidst wild 
popular jubiliaiion. 

The axpropriation of British Pet¬ 
roleum*! assets and the ejection of 
Esso and its like were the first 
among major measures leading to 
the restoration of the nation's wealth 
to its people. Nowhere in the history 
of the Jamahiriya can be found those 
compromises between the departing 
expfoiters and the incoming ones 
characteristic of so many newly 
"liberated" colonies. Why? Because 
what came to Mwer in Libya on 1 
September 1969 was not a new reg¬ 
ime or government, but the peopTt 
with iheir million-nuacled power. 

Similar uncompeonusiog takeov¬ 
ers of other exmoirative Western 
monopolies to the benefit of. the 
Lit^n nation made Qadhafi e hero 
in the eyes of his people, but in the 
jaundiced mind of we industrial- 
mihtary complex called America, he 
appeared as the "world's greatest 
cerrorin.'* If by this ic is meant that 
ha terrorised the world's greatest 
exploitative machinti then the tenn 
is appropriate. 

A ny assessment of the Libyan re* 
folution must te set against the 
background of the sellout of netiona] 
wealoiio fore^iers and cooceatrt- 
tioft of whit little remained in the 








UbyMna outcaortOby the ita/lan force: days of oppnnion are over 

and seal. Three hiftdsof a few during the monarchic- Centre 

the Jamahiriya al regime. The curse of wages, rents of ihe;0 

», seen through and profits: private appropriation, cincily ] 

. most unforgjv- on tha ona hand, and social exprop- people i 

e expropriation riarion on the other; the gross ine- which u 

n's aisetSi the quality between the share of labour the citu 

loitative Italian as against that of capital; the yawn- the pol 

closure of the ing gap between the majoricy of the give up 

^lr Base. working masses and the parasitic become 

ichievement of strata of their exploiters: these were tion am 
no less heroic the painful meoMries etched in the This 
Was not a little mmos of Qadhafi and hit handful of break < 

OR telling the revolutionaries as they set out to volves, 

id most aggro- reverse this inegaJitarian order. frum otl 

Get off my land The restoration of power to the considei 

his day. on the people involved many other radical of aspii 

^s" and "agree- measures. Foreign and domestic claim rl 

>held by brute banks were nationalised. The Dinar abi^e i 

iu«s to commit replaced the Libyan pouad as the someth! 

soil by illegally national currency. S^n after in producti 

at Guatdnamo. 1973. Qadhafi launched Libya's ry whei 

ey were uncere- Great Cultural Revolution. Its sue- ated. 

ut amidst wild cess lay in the fact that unlike its Thus 

well-intentioned but disastrously im- Theory" 
of British Pet- pkemented prototype in China, it saw ploitatic 
the ejection of no drastic arrests, imprisonments etcetera 
were the first and executions on a massive scale, time th< 

ires leading to nor the uprooting of hundreds of enjoy t 

nation's wealth thousands and disruption of the na- thing is 

« in the history tion's social fabric. (not eve 

I be found those Libya's cultural revolution simply has ceti 

II the departing ensured ever-increesing popular par- even U 

incoming ones tidpaiion, while liquidating only the garded 

^ newly harmful reffloants and legacies ^ an Muamin< 

Whv? Because exploitative colonial and neo- authorit; 

in Libya on 1 coumial pest. Henceforward (here arms ari 

not a new res- were to m no longer the rulers and Thi* f 

but the peop/e the nded, just the j&ahiriya, lollowi« 

iscled power. Peo^ea* Stite. At every conceivable i 

leval, peoples' committees were ere- nartarin 
jtive Westw as.the catalysts of the Libyan 

benefit of. the revolution. Ac the same time, a ma- th» m 

Qedh^i a hera jor drive tow a rd s creating and im- imporen 

>ple, but m the proving the educational i&frastruc- wi^ Ft 

the industn^- turns at all levels began. The Al brouahi 

ad Amenca, he Fateh university was founded during Ldwvers 

orld's grea^t -.ehU period. lomrh 

orldT^mxLstf “ ***• Jamahiriya unique? practice 

fhtA How does It sKspe the errors of The lo 

then the tenn aysteBtf> Simply because it al philo 

reccfnlaed, at. iho very outset, one 197B, w 
the Libyan re* fundamental mtb: that the existing second p 
set against the inatrumeats of governments, no mat- Importat 
loui of netiona] ter how ref Imo, bow democratic or cUrkm i 
and coDcaatrt- socialist, how rtprtieattrive of the resolted 
onained in the people, vrere Bevertbeltsa ei^loiu- the wor: 


live; some opanly 
SQ, others less 
a^arenily so. The 
ending of the un¬ 
equal dialogue be¬ 
tween tho^ who 
rvie and those who 
obey came With 

the infusion of a 
new content into 
democracy-'the 
people's own gov¬ 
ernment, direct 
end absolute. 
None "represents" 
the ocher as far as 
national affairs 
and the exercise of 
authority are con¬ 
cerned. 

As Dr Ahmed 
are over Shahari. who 

» heads the World 

Centre for Study and Research 
of ihe;Oreen Books (WCSRGB), suc¬ 
cinctly put it. "The ^tronage of the 
people abolished all dictatorial ideas 
which undermine man and transform 
the citizen into an agent who goes to 
the polls once every five years to 

e ive up hif right to sovereignty and 
Kome a witness of his own aliena¬ 
tion and exploitation." 

This is precisely the qualitative 
break that Qadhafi'i method in¬ 
volves, differentiating it xo sharply 
from other philosophies. It does nor 
consider freedom as the expressior) 
of a spire lions or the freedom to 
cleim rights from others. It refers, 
above all. to the capacity to do 
something: when man's effort and 
production become his own proper¬ 
ry, when his basic needs are liner¬ 
ated. 

Thus the "Third Universal 
Theory" abolishes all forms of ex¬ 
ploitation: free trade, wages, rent, 
etcetera; and confirms at the same 
time the e^ual right of all people to 
enjoy their country's wealth. No¬ 
thing is above or beyond the people 
(not even their beloved Oadhaii, who 
has ceased xo'bo their President, or 
even Leader, and come to be re- 

B rded end addressed as "Brother 
jammer"). The authority is their 
authority, wealth is their wealth, and 
arms are their arms. 

This drive accelerated after 1977, 
following a great deal of careful 
study. With manufacruring. trans¬ 
portation, communications, utilities 
and banking already fully restored 
as the propeny of the people, private 
importers too began to be dispensed 
with. Even the services sector was 
brought under popular control. 
Lawyers, to cite but one example, no 
longer have a private, but a public 
practice. 

The logical extension of this radic¬ 
al philosophy and action came in 
197B, with the pubUcahon of the 
second part of the Green Book. Most 
Importamlv, Qadhaft's urgent and 
darkm cau to the Libyan workers 
resolted in an unprecedented event: 
the workers seised control of the 
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in Tripolt. gnup^thy towtrdi thjtVS 


erstwhile private enterprises (hat 
they laboured m. (ucaUy rransfonn- 
inp relations withm Lit^an society. 
They rook over the factories throupn* 
out the country. All enterprises were 
placed under the control of workers' 
committees, in a meticulously plan* 
ned and organised operatidn result* 
ing in the creation of a genuine 
workers' democracy in Libyan tn* 
dustry. 

Meanwhile, in further pursuit of a 
new kind of socialist society, land* 
lordism was dealt a crushine blow, 
and the accumulation of we altlt was 
prohibited. With exceptions for a 
landlord's personal dwelling and cer* 
tain provisions (or hi.s family and 
heirs, all surplus land and properties 
were turned over to the people. The 
elimination of “wealth surplus to 
need" involved other measures as 
well. With exchange controls, eli¬ 
mination of rented houses, radical 
transformation of the wage-system 
(which requires a scientific study 
and cannot be done justice to in a 
iournalistic survey) and (he disman* 
tlinp of private ownership, there 
were no outlets left for Libyans with 
surplus dinars! 

How thrilled would the average 
Bombayite or Calcuttan, struggling 
fur accommodation be, to know that 
a landlord cannot keep a Mat or 

h<uJ9e untananted for mere than a 
month! Once this happens, the prop¬ 
erty is taken over and handM to 
homeless people under the popular 
housing improvement drive. 

The cornerstone of the Green Book 
is the indivisibility of its theory from 
its practice. Everv ideal outlined in 
theory was skilfully translateif into 
practice, into concrete, visible reel* 
try. The people rule themselves, the 
workers run the industry, the masses 


govern themselves, they arv no lon¬ 
ger subject to the tyranny of wage- 
slavery of rent, of capitalism and its 
myriea drawbacks. 

Q adhafi would be the last person. 

he rejpeatedly told me. to claim 
tnat the ureen B^ks were a product 
of his personal ecclectical philo¬ 
sophising and theorising. "The books 
are a charter of the freedom and 
liberation of my people, a testament 
of their revolutionary experience, a 
document of history as they at once 
made it and wrote it,” he maintains. 
Qidhafi's is e triple role of philo¬ 
sopher, writer and executor, 
“together”, he always insists, “with 
the masses of the Libyan people”, 
whom he has put in the vanguard as 
architects of (heir fate and masters 
of their destiny. 

According to Qadhafi, capitalism 
thrives on the exuteoce of mequei* 
ity. Indeed inequality is its very 
raison d'etre, since complete social 
equality is not only unattainable 
under capitalism but in fact the two 
are contradicitoos in terms. Ex¬ 
ploitation of one form or another is 
synonymous with capitalism; and no 
matter what measures the govern¬ 
ment oi a capitalist country fn^ take 
(0 control the “unacceptable ^e of 
capitalismcapitalism remains ex- 

pJoitetive. 

On (he other hand. Qadhafi states 
categorically that “there is no 
alternative to socialism, but it must 
be besed firmly od'^he. total direct 
authority of the people.” While he 
would unflinchtagly support the 
socialist countries agamst the USA, 
he has major differences with them 
on the pracrice of socialism, on 
socialism as it functions at the popu¬ 
lar grassroots level. 


In his view, the Socialist countries 
are in danger of getting enmeshed in 
the same trap which plagues people 
under capiiaJism—that is. the (rap of 
a wage-based economy, or as he calls 
It, “wage slavery”. Hence the Jama¬ 
hiriya IS involved in a novel pro- 
cess—titat of doing away with the 
wage syndrome altugether and sub¬ 
stituting a genera) sociali.st system 
where workers ere partners and nof 
wage-earners. Qadhafi makes it 
clear, nevertheless, that this critic- 
ism of his IS by no means to be 
construed as a pulitical equation of 
the socialist camp with its imperial¬ 
ist rival, but simply a means of 
cleansing socialism of its cobwebs 
and breaking a unique, third path 
He summed it all up to me: "We 
are interested that the house in 
which you live should be your house, 
owned by you. Your means of trans* 
port and communication should be 
owned by you. Your farm should be 
owned by you. Your production 
should be owned by you. The arms 
should be owned by you, and the 
regular armies should disappear. 
You should not be hired by someone 
else. You should not be a 

wage-earner at (he mercy of the boss 
The final authority should be yours 
and yours alone.” 

Qadhafi. of course, built the 
arenite^ure of his ideidogy cm the 
foundations of his inunortal |uru, 
Gemal Abdel Nasser, and his vision 
of an Arab nation free of the Zionist 
enclave of Israel together with its 
western iraperialist patrons and 

C aymasters But to this architecture 
e provided the absolutely nacesiary 
tu^rstructure of invincible people's 
power (0 secure it« safety from the 
continuing imperiilist-Zlonlsi con- 
a^acy thet sabotaged the EiyptUn 



revolution o£ July 19S2 after Nae- 
rer’a death or poaaibly murder. 
Qadhafi realised that the revolution 
vras scuttled because it failed to 
liquidate the old colonial institu¬ 
tions, like (ovenunencs. whether re¬ 
publican or monarchist, parUaments, 
political parties^ etc, which could be 
DOUfht and sold or corruMed behind 
the backs of the people once the 
leader was no more. 

This is what happmed to E^pt 
after the death of its Titan. tIw 
formerly exploitative strata which 
had crept back into the bureaxxcracy, 
big landlord.^ who had crawled into 
avenues of potential power, foreign 
**inolei" in the civil and military 
service*->ell were able to penetrate 
the Egyptian revolution and sabot¬ 
age it from within. The failure to 
complete the agrarian revolution, 
the hesitancy in rushing through 
with radical industrial reform, 
proved fural 

As long as Nasser was alive, his 
giant figure stood between the re- 
voiuciun and its enemies. With his 
death, 8 pathetic specimen like 
Sadat—who must surely have been 
the worst ruler that country ever had 
in its several thousand year long 
histiiry—could seise power and abort 
the revolution 

In the case of Qadhafi and (he 
Libyan revolution, however, the 
situatinn is very different. Carefully 
planned phases, meticulously 
observed deadlines, were there at 
every stage, allnwing nn chance 
whatsoever to the erstwhile exploi* 
ters to stage a comeback. One might 
say that Qadhafi began where Nasser 
left off. 

There is another aspect of the 
•‘Third Universal Theory” which can 
shake and probably uproot the ex. 
isring International order of warring 
states and nations with national fron¬ 
tiers dividing them to the detriment 
of anything Tike “one world" living 
In peaceful and co-operative co* 
existence 

Qadhafi concludes from ,, 

the tragic experiences at 
Nasser that wbJe ull the 
Arab people, as indeed 
world humanity, is fun¬ 
damentally one and indi- 
vrsibie, it is only the eter¬ 
nally warring leadership of 
kings and presidents and 
prime ministers that di¬ 
vides nation from nation 
and fractures humanity into 
national states with hard, 
dividing oftentimes warring 
frontiers. 

Once the masses of the 
people— Sty. of Libya—be* 
come the rulers by succese 
fully operating the ‘‘Third 
Universal Theory" and 
reaping its harvest, the peo¬ 
ples of Egypt end Sudan 
and other Arab countiiei 
would follow suit to create a 
united Arab -nation. And 
with (be rest of the 


world being drawn into such a 
mutually rewarding experiment, the 
very concept of nation states would 
disappear with People's CoMress of 
Qadhafi’s vision emerging in state 
after state to re-unite humanity into 
the “one world" concept of its 
dreamers and proj^ets. 

The vision may be a distant, far- 
flung one. but the success of the 
experiment in its Libyan laboratory 
will bring it closer by a century, 
maybe a decade. Qaohafi regards 
this as “an inevitable process of (he 
natural law." 

W hat makes this little North Afri. 

can nation a thorn in the flesh 
of the world's mightiest military 
power, the United otaies? 1 would 
say the Libyan Jamahiriya poses a 
threat to the USA merely because it 
exists! Simply by virtue of the radic¬ 
al aliemarive it presents, by virtue 
of the new world order it represenis 
so well. Libya poses the biggest 
headache to the US in nortMtii 
Africa, which the Pentagon poliielv 
refers to as a “zone of vital U^ 
inieresis". And the ache has begun 
to extend heyond North Africa, and 
is now sweeping into West Asia as 
well—why, even Latin America, 
where it poses a major threat to ihe 
US surrogate stales. 

Hence the need to disrupt the 
Libyan revolution becomes crucial 
for (he USA. This is no exaggeration. 
I refer readers to (he American 
magasine Newsweek (an arch- 
Qadhafi baiter) dated 3 August 1961. 
Tbe issue clearly brings out the 
depth of CIA plots against Qadhafi 
and his peoole. It states point blank 
that the CLA planned the Libyan 
revolutionary's assassination as p^rt 
of “a large-scale multiphase and 
costly scheme to overthrow the Li¬ 
byan regime.” 

This was followed by another story 
in Newsweek which predicted that 
rhe USA would deliwrately chal¬ 
lenge Libya's territorial waters in a 
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calculatediy, provocative more. It 
was just after this, on 19 August, tha i 
the dastardly invasion attempt off 
the Culf of oirre, now so hetc^ous, 
took place. 

I recall this fact only to rub home 
the impoitance the US attaches to 
Qadhan's removal. He stands be¬ 
tween them and hegemony of a cru¬ 
cial sphere. Between 1978 and 1982 
alone, the CIA has self •admittedly 
spent over 60 million dollars trying 
to “terminate” (to use polite agency 
terminology) Qadhafi. Oddly 
enough, the more the US tried to 
“contain” or “terminate” him, the 
Wider spread bis influence and clout. 
Aud the impetus that the Jamahiriya 
has releasM is now sweeping into 
the liberation struggles in Chad, in¬ 
spires the fighting people of the 
PoUsario. stands firm by the Palesti¬ 
nians. threatens the US surrogates of 
Somalia and the Sudan, and poses a 
danger to the very survival of the 
reutuunary regimes. 

Nor does he stop at his continent 
or West Asia. When the US launciied 
its recent aggressirm against the 
fighting people of revolutionary 
Nicaragua, the first country in open, 
ly declare it would arm the Nicera- 

E uans m Ihe struggle was Qadhafi's 
ibva. As a matter of fact. Libyan 
planes were boarded, and some of 
these shipments seired at Brazilian 
anporiv a few days ago. while on 
their way to Managua. . 

The shadow of the Fifth llon«man' 
stretches over the US itself. At a 
recent seminar on the “Third Uni. 
versal Theory" ai Benghazi, I witnev- 
sed for the first time a delegation of 
Red Indians, whose population ot 10 
million before Columbus swelling tu 
fiO million had been cut down (u one 
million hy what their leaders. Ward 
Churchill and Dace Means, de¬ 
scribed to me as “(he great American 
genocide" They had come to seek 
Qadhafi's help tu restore their lost 
land and liberiy to them; and 
so had the Negroes, Mus¬ 
lims and other minorities 
suffering American rep* 
ressioii. 

As Qadhafi sees it, (he 
quest for peace can never 
be a genuine one if it means 
betraynl of the newly free 
nations and the nationol li¬ 
beration struggles. Peace 
for Qadhafi does not merely 
mean the absence of war. 
but the absence of exploit a- 
rion. The determination 
never to compromise the 
interests of the developing 
world, of the underdogs, of 
(he exploited and the 
oppressed, and the guts to 
translate this into action- 
such is the stuff That historv 
is made of. The Fifth Horse- 
mat) today rides historical 
forces that may save 
humanity from the nuclear 
Apocalypse. 
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LIBYA: A CHRONOLOGY 

1951: Libya sains '‘inde^ndance" undar UN auspices wnh 
Muhammad laris abSanusi as king. 

19S9: Libya joins the Arab Lea^e...and concludes a 20'Vaar 
treaty with the United Kingdom, granting the latter military bases 
lin return for an annual subsidy. 

I9S4: Libya “grants" the USA military bases in return for an 
annual subsidy. 

19S$: Libya is admitted to the UN; Central Bank of Libya is 
established 

19$9: Esso strikes oil at Zelten. 

1967: Anti Jewish riots break out following the Israeli aggression 
against the Arabs. Riots begin to threaten local government and 
lead to topdevel changes. 

1969: 1 September. In a swift and bloodless coup, the heied Senusi 
monarchy is overthrown and a republic is set up by a band of 
yuung army officers led by Muammar al Qadhafi. Tbe Rcvuiuiion* 
arv Common Council is named the Supreme Organ M the State. 
1970: USA ejected trom Wheelus Air Base; all Italian owned 
properties are confiscated: foreign and domestic banks are 
nationalised and Qadhafi takes over as Premier. 

1971: Dinar replaces Libyan pound as official currency; Arab 
Socialist Union.is founded as Libya’s sole political organ>^ti<m. 
Libya joins Egypt and Syria in forming the Federation of Arab 
Repuhlics. 

19/2: British Petroleum interests nationalised and restored to 
national wealth. Major Abdul Salam Jalloud takes over as Prime 
Minister 



1973: Qadhafi launches Libya's cultural reroluiion. Li^a stands 
firm by Arabs during Octolwr war and also plays leading role in 
oil embargo. 

1974*75: CIA-backed coup and destabilisation attempts are shat* 
tered. But. os Sadat’s compromise with Israelis is already begin¬ 
ning, relations with Egypt begin to plummet. 

1977: As Sadat moves closer towards US and IsraeU tensions 
between the two intensify. Meanwhile period of miemal socialist 
reconstruction begins in a big way. 

1978: Break with Egypt complete after Sadat’s Camp David 
betray al.Lit^a vows never to cease struggle for Palestinian state 
and Jiberaiion. 

1979: Qadhafi resigns from post of General Secretary of the 
Genet J Secretariat of the General People’s Coagreu to devote 
more time to socialist reconstruction and to the revolutidn. Libyan 
Embassies abroad are seised on Qadhafi’s call and converted into 
Peonies’ Bureaux 

1980: Libye renders armed assistance to Chad, but runs into major 
ODposiTion. 

1981: USA, sick and tired of Qadhafi’s seeming iodestmcitbility, 
bunches major operations to finish him. Gulf ol Sitre batde rages 
from 21 August, ubya stands firm and refuses to be cowed down. 
Newsweek prints full expose of CIA super-plot to 'tenmnete" 
Qadhafi. 

1982: Libya withdraws its troops from Chad, but events vindicate 
her stand, and she successfully hosts the OAU Summit (19th 
Summit) in Tripoli, despite massive American efforts to Kuitle it. 
Libya itendi nmuy by Pebstioians once again, during Israeli 
•aggression end annexation of Lebanon. Libya scorns Fes Settle 
ntni as sell out. 

1983: Libyan Jamahiriya enters 14th year. 


0 Political struggle that results in 
the victory of a candidate with SI 
per cent of the votes leads to a 
dictatorial governing body dis¬ 
guised as a ulsc democracy, since 
49 per cent uf the electorate is 
ruled by an instrument they did not 
vote for, but had been imposed 
upon them. This is dictatorship.. In 
actual feet dictatorship is estal** 
lished under the cover of false 
democracy. 


o Natural law has led to natural 
NAcialism based on equality among 
the economic factors of pr^uctlon 
and has almost brought about 
among individuals, consumption 
e<tual to nature’s production. Bui 
the exploitation of man by man and 
the possession by some individuaN 
of more of ihe general wealth than 
they nevd is a manifest departure 
from natural law and the beginning 
of distortion and cornjpuun in the 
life of the human community. 

• A legitimate purpose of the indi¬ 
vidual’s economic acriviiy is solely 
to satisfy his needs. For the wealth 
of the world has limits at each stage 
as dues Ihe wealth of each indi¬ 
vidual society. Therefore- no indi¬ 
vidual has the right to carry out 
econumic activity in order to ac¬ 
quire more of that wealth than is 
necessary to 'satisfy hh needs, be¬ 
cause the excess amount belong.s rn 
other individuals. 


• A parliament is a misrepresenta¬ 
tion of the people and parliamen¬ 
tary governments are a misleading 
solution to the problems of demo¬ 
cracy. A parliament is originallv 
founded to represent the people, 
but this in itself, is undemocratic as 
democracy means the authority uf 
the people and nui an authority 
acting on their behalf. The mere 
existence of parliament means the 
absence of the people, but true 
democracy exists only through the 
participation of the people, not 
througn the activity of their repre¬ 
sentatives. 


0 The outstanding experiments of 
history have proauced a new ex¬ 
periment, a final culminutiim of 
man’s struggle to attain his free¬ 
dom and to achieve happiness bv 
satisfying his needs, warding off 
the expluiteiion of others, putting 
an ultimate end to iwanny and 
finding a means for tKe just dis¬ 
tribution of society’s wealth. Under 
the new experiment you work for 
yourself to satisfy your needs 
rather than exploiting others to 
work fur you-.. 

—From the Green Book 
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‘They were all trying 


to make history’ 


The opposition conclave at Vijayawada under the leadership of the Andhra Pradesh 
chief minister. NTH. merely emphasises the fact that opposition unity of any Kind is only 
an exercise in political rhetoric. AJAY KUMAR, who attended the conclave, reports 
on how the Vijayawada meet, above everything else, successfully catapulted 
NTR into the frontline of the national opposition leadership. 



A bour 16 kms from Vi* On Saturday 2S MAy, tbe VTFS hie 
jgyawada, on the road to the headlioea aftin. but for an 
Hyderabad, is the Vi* altogether different reeson. For on 
Jayawada Thermal Power that day, its circular VTPS guest 
Slit ion (VTPS). The VTPS house set atop a 3lXlft hill behind the 
is nor Just another power plant: it is plant, >ea$ the venue for a confer* 
(he best thermal power plant in the ence of oppoiitioo leaders, the like 
country. Constructed in a record of which has not happened since Mrs 
time o! 36 months, it has constantly Gandhi became the common target 
generated an unusually high percen* of all opposition parries. Sitting in 
(age of its installed capacity. In 1982, one of the rooms, overlooking the 
its two units generated an overage of dusty plains rolling down to the 
88 per cant of their capacity, the Krishna river flowing about two kms 
highest in the country. And, yet, the away, leaders of the 14 opposition 

E 'Unt is absolutely spick and span, parties discussed matters otnartonal 
t$ chimneys do not spew out smoke imponancc for eight hours^more 
and coal dust like most other plants, than double the planned time. 

In fact, visitors to (he plant, not Ex^tatioDS of (his meeting were 
seeing any smoke coming out of the very nigh, even though till the last 
chimneys, have even wondered if it minute there was no fued agenda for 
was working when it was at full it. It all started off with an invitation 
throttle. The VTPS has, not surpri* from the TeluguDesam leader Mr N. 
singly, become a tourist attraction. T. Rama Rio, to grace the first 

NTR in hss hut in Vijaytwtdt: one man show 



annual convention of (he party at the 
end of which (hey would meet (o 
discuss problems of common in* 
terest. Everything was delightfully 
vague and perhaps because of this, 
un like in the pest whan similar meet* 
ings of opposition leaders and chief 
minister nave been planned but have 
not materialised, all 14 parties 
accepted the invitation. Since Mrs 
Gandhi returned to power in 1960, 
there has never been such a con* 
glomerition of opposition forces. 

Several other factors lent the 
meeting a special significance. The 
next general elections are lest chan 
18 months away^less if the talk 
about a mid'tenn Mil is to be be* 
lieved. With Mrs Gandhi to decide 
when the poll would be, it would be 
suicidal for the opposition not to be 
prapared^nd they know it. 

in their own way, they have been 
trying to define theirparimeters. Mr 
A.B. Vajpeyee has pledged the BJP 
to e nenonal democreric front which 
would exclude (be communist par* 
ties. The communist parties heve 
returned the compUnents. And yet. 
at Vijayawada they were going to sit 

down and talk to each other. 

It was thus (hat speculation 
starred that the Vijtyawada meet 
would be the first step towards craat* 
ing ai^ electoral alliance for forming 
a national tltamativa. The polarise* 
tion of political forces which had 
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bMieved, would be given e i^ualiia* 
dve leap at Vijayawada. Such spa* 
culacion was only confirmed when 
NTR announceo that the maat^ 
would be a “secret condeve.'' The 
newt mede aaciontl headlines. ; 

Hence not only was there the 
largest congregenon of oppoaltipii 
lae^toi, the cenveetloo of the Telu* 
gu Desam which preceded was wl%* 
nilly covered by the largest contm* 
gent of the nattonel press avgr 
attfpdlu a meatlog of a redot^ 
party. Raerasentatlvn of all the 
nadonal dilUee a TV crew of UPl 
which tlrdaah^d from Brlnagar, were 
among the condneant of over 100 
newsmen present. If htitory was to 














1m ihay ro record it. 

Hm oowiniM would bo brioM, 
they were told, tt 1.00 pm. Tho 
leadert would commeace nioir dls* 
cussiom at 9.00 pm. coocluda by 
12.30 pm and iben meat the preaa ca 
mane. *nku», eveo whoa one o’clock 
stretched to two. three, four, live, yet 
nobody went away. Hiatory. after alL 
waa Boing to be toadc. Mr Advani 
and ut Abdullah, word came, had 
left but there were scilJ enough lead* 
ere left. There was some half hearted 
talk of a boycott, but press uni^ 
being only slightly more diffieult 
than opposition unity averybody 
st^ed on. 

Finally, a little after five, NTR 
descended from the hill top and 
without as much as an apolo^, read 
out a statement that had been 
adopted unanimously. The anti* 
climax (hat the statement proved to 
be is. by now, welhknown. The dit* 
eppointment was heightened by the 
fact that non# of (he other leaden 
chose to meet the press. 

As a statement of consensus, the 
resolutions were significant enou^. 

It made three main points; the fal* 
lure of the ruling party at the centre 
to find timely end acceptable solu* 
(ions to the problems of the people, 
had created a situation wherein (he 
unity of the country had been 
threatened as never before in the 3S 
years since independence; it was 
most irrespoxuibie for the Prime 
Minister to proclaim that the coun. 
try’s problems were caused by the 
very existence of the oppoettion; 
distribution of centre*sta(es^ powers 
have to be reviewed, encroschnient 
of the centre into the domain oi the 
states has to stop and the centre 
must consult the stares and opposi* 
tion parties before announcing the 
terms uf reference of the Sarxarie 
commission. The statement was 
worded strongly end it was, by and 
large, categorical. It said nothing 
new bur its importance lay in the fact 
that it was being Mid collectively 
As Mr Ram^ Rao said a ’’new poliric* . 
al brotherhood" was the neeoof the 
hour. 

There were several other plus 
pomes of the meet, the foremost of 
them, as Mr Jagfivan Ram. the doyen 
of all those who came, said was tnat 
the leaders met at all. More, the 
leaders decided to meet again and 
meet regularly. Dr Farooa Abdullah, 
who sat across the B JP with whom he 
was fighting in Kashmir, was in a 
eufficienily antiCongrtssfl) moo^o 
offer to Mfit the next meeting. The 
attempt as Babuji put it, was to find 
the least common denominator and 
agree on that. A)1 contentious issues 
were avoided. Mr H.N. Bahuguni 
Mid after the meeting that he felt 
more than rewardad for having come 
•11 the wgy. 

What Wit anti<llaia€ttc was that 
there was no progreee towards creel* 
ing e netionel eltensetive-^e main 
focii of Interest ebout the meeting. 
In fact according to the beer of 
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leader 


At the Desam conveenon: ffrom I to r, front row) Uponttro. STF end 
N. Bhotkor Roo 


the major causes for dissension was 
the choice of the general secretary 
of the party, Mr P. Upendra. a close 
confidant of NTR. Mr Upendra. like 
MR, is a kamma by caste. This 
naturally gave added strength to 
the charge that Telugu Desin is a 
kamma-dooiinated party. Mr Upen* 
dr a also faced resentment for balng 
the adviser whom the chief minis* 
ter trusts completely. According to 
Desam insiders, the Vijayawada 
party convention and the opposi* 
tion conclave were largely orga* 
nised by Mr Upendra. Naturally, it 
was for this reason that diiiidence 
in the party was distinctly poIartMd 
into two groups: the UMndra fac* 
tion and the group led by Mr 
Nadendla Bbaskar Rao, the finance 
minister and who ranks second in 
the state cabinet (he was also a 
minister in the Channa Reddy and 
the Anjaiah cabinets). Supporters 
of Mr Bhaskar Rao proposed the 
name of Bazi Papi Redoy. former 
Janata legislator. As a compromiae, 
NTR struck a balance between the 
TWO groups by nominating Mr Up* 
endra as the general secretary, 
Papi Reddy and Mrs T. Adilakshmi, 
a former gongress(I) legislator as 
vice*presideats, Mr Mabipa) Reddy 
and w M, A. Baig as joint secretar* 
ies, and Mr Aswapethi as the 
treasurer of the peity. 

For the present. NTR has curbed 
ditaenalon within the party by vi* 
rtue of his personalia and nisposl* 
tion ai the party leader; but wul he 
be able to hold the various factioos 
together for long? 

Bhubbi Blngh 


T he Telugu Desam is NTR’s party 
and bis alone; this wes amply 
clear from the tbre«*day conven* 
lion of the parly which ended on 26 
May 1963 at Vijayawada. Travail* 
ing as a commoner in a second 
class three*! ier compamnent from 
Madras to Vijayawada, and living 
in a thatched nut on the convention 
premises, NTR made it clear to his 
pertymen that there was to be no 
opposition to his dictated policies. 
Am it was his towering persMiality 
that made the difference: for, vrith* 
out him, the Telugu Desam would 
have gone the same way as most 
political parties have in the past: 
broken up with inttmal dissension 
and bickerings. 

And It was perhaps for this 
reason that NTR hit out at his 

^ 000 from the lime he un* 
the party flag ai the begin* 
ding of the convention. In the 
speech which he delivered then. 
MR told the Desam members that 
they should not allow the people of 
the state, who bad voted the party 
to power, CO dbmpare the Desam 
government with past govern* 
menu. He was refernng to the 
allegations and public statements 
jBM by party workers and legisla* 
ton against CMir colleagues. 

Despite NTR being at the helm of 
affairs, elections to the executive 
committee could not be held. It was 
clear that disMnsion had not been 
smothered. The general council of 
the party found a way out of the 
tangle authorising the unani* 
aottsly eleceed party prasident, 
NTR. CO nominate the members to 
the executive commlctee. One of 
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»9UfC«9, tht ts9u« cf • mid'tMi poU 
and wbat the parbea would do io the 
eventuality wu not even rai»^ at 
the meeting. After NTR gave hU 
opening ipeech, which ran into 
seven foolscap pakei, all the other 13 
leaders followed with individual 
spcechef Dr Abdullah spoka abMt 
Kashnur, Mr Surjit Sin^ Barnala 
explained the reasons for the Akali 
morrha, while the others merely 
reiterated much of what they had 
said in public. As a disappoint^ Mrs 
Maneka Gandhi, who wanted a dis* 
cushion with a specific focus on the 
issue of (he polls ahead, said after* 
wards. "Everybody was trying to 
make history.^ 

NTR's speach was remarkable on 
two counts. Firstly, his analysis of 
the national situation showed a wel* 
come clarity of thou^t—something 
(hat has been missing in his inter* 
views and answers at press confer 
ences. Further, for the lint time, he 
referred ti> issues like the Assam 
elections and the Punjab tangle' On 
the former, he stated categorically 
that the elections should not have 
been held at all and were an insult to 
ihe pcnple; on the latter, he squarely 
blamed the Congressd) for dilly* 
dallying. For the CPI and the 
CPIiMk who took pan in the Assam 
elections and were as vociferous ab* 
out its necessity as the Congressfl). 
NTR's stand must have come as a 
surprise. However. It is further proof 
of all the leaders* desire to stay away 
from controversies that the two per* 
ties chose not to contest the state* 


mem. 

Yet, it took the leaders eight hours 
to agree on a statement of Teas than 
SOO words. One reason why this hap* 
pened was the tune spent on decid* 
mg whether the policies of the Con* 
gress(l) were to be termed *anci* 
national** or '*anti*p^ople.'* Even* 
tually, the latter was chosen but only 
after 45 minutes hed been spent 
bickering ovec it. 

Hairsplitting apart, there were 
other reasons why the meeting was 
fated to be a disappointment. In 
calling the meeting, NTR’s mocivaa 
were not clear enough. The sceptics 
say that the idea behnd the meeting 
was only to project the image of NTR 
on the national level. Mr Vajpayee 
has even said as much. By persuad* 
ing the leaders to come to the meet, 
NtR has certalc^ gained in national 
prestige. If NTR tualised this, he 

E ave no indication. Asked why be 
ad called the meeting he said be 
saw it as a followup of the April 
meeting of southern chief ministers. 
His p^ty apparently saw It stUi 
differently. In one of the 21 resolu¬ 
tions passed at the coaventioo, it 
said that it believed there should be 
a confederation of regional parties 
which have a dear Mcio*ccenoaic 
programme. This raised hopes that 
perhaps an attempt would 6e made 
towards this entirely fresh objtcttvu. 

The more important reason, 
however, for the inevitabilliy of the 


meesing endiag m a damp squib wag 
^ reauty of the parties. While th^ 
ail claim to be in opposition to the 
Congress(l). they are m<we in opposi* 
lion to each c^er. Consider, for 
instance, the legecy with which they 
came to the neeting. 


B roadly speaking, the 14 parties 
can be put into loi 


lean be put into four categimes. In 
Ihe first caiegon is the AlADMK. Its 
leader, Mr M.G. Ramachan^an fi 
said to be moruUy scared that the 
centre could et aey nme restart his 
income*taK cases. A day before the 
Vijayawada conclave, MGR declared 
in Madres that be saw no possibility 
of a national alternative to the Con* 
gret^l). Ii is clear that the Congres 
s(l) is wooing MGR for an alliance at 
the neat elections. This statement of 
MGR should be evidence enough 
that he is not too unwilling but there 
Is even more proof. 

At the function to mark the signing 
nf the Tclugu Gangs project, held at 
Madras on 25 May, which was 
attended by Mrs Gandhi. NTR had 
made ao impassioned spesch in 
which he lamented that even after 3S 
years oi independence there was so 
much poverty and deprivation. Mrs 
Gandhi, who sees nothing but 
prosperity in Che country, wu visibly 
aquiraing throughout the speech. 
When NTR finished MGR seiJ: **My 
c/iambi (younger brother) has just 
made an emotional speech but whet 
he forgot to say was that all the 
things he said had not been done are 
ecruelly being done under the 20* 
point programme." The day is net far 
off when the thwmbi and anot (elder 
brother^NTR's name for MCR).will 
part ways unless NTR changes 


course. 

In the second cer^ory are the Lok 
Dal, Congress(J), Congress(S) and 
the National Ci^erence. At various 
times, they breathe hot and cold 
against the Congressfl). Cbovdhary 
<%aran Singh pleaded ill-health for 
bis inability to attend the meeting 
but was making news in Delhi as he 
met Mrs Gandhi to urge her to take a 
stronger stand against (he Akali Dal. 
Babuji continues to be dogged by 
rumours that he would be joining the 
CoogressCl). He denied the latest 
such rumour only the day beforee 
the meeting. Tim president of the 
CoBgres$(S), Sharia Pawar, has still 
to convince people thet he will hot 
follow his mentor, Mr y.B. Chavan. 
into the Congressfl). And as for Dr 
Abdullah, it u not even six months 
since he was referrwg to how much 
Mrs Gandhi’s family mattered to 
him. 


Ib the third category are the com¬ 
munist parties. Th^ have no com* 
plaints about Mrs Gandhi's foreign 
policy and ihou|^ they claim to be 
opposed to her national policy. They 
dia support her on the Assam elec* 
tioo issue. Their supportyoppositlon 
(0 Mrs Gandhi on an issue can only 
tonfound other parties. 

In the fourth carc^ry arc those 


currently clgarly In opposition to tteV 
Coagresad). Amimg tnese the men 
vitriolic are cbt rwo parties which 
are the latest to leave the Congres*. 
id) womb—Rashtriye San jay Me neb 
and the Rashtriya Congress. They 
have personal scores to settle end 
they are impatient. For the Telugn 
Desam and Akalia, the stakes are 
their states of Influence. For the 

{ aiuie and BJP, they would like to 
eheve their stakes ere larger. They 
cannot sec themselves as junior part* 
neri in any alliance or coalition. And 
finally there is Mr H.N. Bahuguna 
who li a casa apart. Suffice it to say 
that Mrs Gandhi fears him the most 
and hates him the most. 


Nobody should, therefore, under* 
estimate the significance ot such e 


collection or leaders getting 
together. The centra certainly did 


not underestimata the importance 
According to a reliable source as 
many as iS Inrclluence Bureau (IB) 
offiaels were in Vuayawada on that 
crucial day. It is altogether another 
matter that Mrs Maneki Gandhi hit 
the nail on the head when she is 
reponed to have said that she saw no 
prospect of the opposition ever un¬ 
iting. 

The Opposition is conscious, in 
vexing oegrees, of the dangers of 
uniting merely because they oppose 
the CongresNi). They need to agree 
to a common minimum programme if 
they are to present an alternative 
that will be different from the SVD 
governments in the Sixties and the 
Janata disaster. 

The new net or in (he renewed 
attempts at demolition unity is (he 

E resence of afR. He has charisma. 

e commands an unbelievable popu¬ 
larity in bis stare, he is no fool at 
politics even though he has been in 
politics for barely K months, and he 
IS ambitious. His reputation for in* 
tegrity Is, as yet, largely unsullied. 
By emerging as the champion 
sjwkesman oi the necessity for a 
review of centre.state relations, he 
has shown that his interests are not 
limited to his state. By voicing his 
concern for the poor, by asking ques* 
(ions like how the Rohlni helps pro¬ 
vide a meal to the starving millions, 
he is echoing what the people feel 
Unlike other opposition lead^s, 
he is untontroversi^. Like them, he^ 
is totally against the Congress(l>.'‘ 
They are delighted that a man who 
could well decide the fate of 42 Lok 
Sabha seats is on a path of confronta- 
tion against the Congressd). He 
could well see himself as the fulcrum 
on which opposition unity has to 
rest: the Vijayawada meet has estab¬ 
lished that power in Andhra Pradesh 
is not the limit of his hoc iron. Indians 
have always had respect for phllo* 
sopher^aaints in power: NTR thinks 
he is one such. 

Mr Vajpayee has said that the next 
prime minister of the country should 
come from the south. What is to stop 
NTR from thinking he is the man the 
oation was waiting for? 
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What caused the 
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Politics, not communalism or the foreign hand, says ARUN SHOURIE 



Tht politics of our nilors. thoir callous pursuit of urrow omSs, thoir siB|ular pwnit of ttiam—diviiijflg tiie pt oplo 
and sowing fear and datrod in them—and thoir ponersa preoccupations aro what led to the massacres A series of 
intelligence reports had waned the authorities of Inpendiag vioism but nobody paid any head to them. In the case 
of Nellie, the officer-in-charge of the Nowgong poNee station. Zamruddin. sent a wireloss messago on 15 Fobruary 
raporting that 1.000 Assamiso annad wM deadly weapons had pthared around Naliii. Ha sought htip from the 
commandant of the Sth battalion of the Assam Police, who was statlonad just tan km away with almost UOO armnd 
police and CRPF personnel under his commind. No htip eamt. The rosuN: 1.313 man. women end chiMran were 
butchered on 10 Fehruary. This nielusivt ropeit prosonts further erldeice on NoiHe and roconstrueb the riolcpec 
that rand flohpur In Oarrang district Citing wireless end telex nessegtt and nctas from thi ftlis of the ht ta m 
government the report shows how the government was fiddilag while Assam «ai burning. Tht raoerdt net only 
testify to the caUousnoss of the govonunoat but alio to how pirvorso our rulers art. 
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ir foreign hud. That in* 
^atnoadon was tha go?era* 
mcDC^ fim atiantM lo ea* 
plain away di« kOUn^ tn 
Assam. If did not work. 
Sinca then cha rulars and thalr a^ 
logiits hava bean peddling the other 
b^ey: the Hindu cosunuoaiistt. 

Ir U basr in these matters to first 
let the rulars put their alibis out in 
full. The diitens cu than contrast 
these with the facts and thereby get 
to know their rulers better. As mt 
rulers have finally settled on the 
'Hindu communalists* alibi, now is 
(he rime to record some facts about 
the killings. Notice first three facts 
about Nuic itself: 

• First, in end around Nellie the 
Lalung tribels killed Bengali Mus¬ 
lims as well.ee Bengali Hindus iadis* 
criminerely. Evan the moat ardant of 
police informers have not detected 
or even so much as tlleied that the 
RSS, etc, have acquired uy influ- 
enca among the Lalunga. 

• Second, »a police have infonna* 
lion that while the massacre occur¬ 
red on 18 Febniery and while Zabir* 
uddin the officer in charge of Now- 
gong police station, senilis frantic 
message on 15 February, the trouble 
had actually started on 12 Febru* 
ary^a full six days before the mas¬ 
sacre. Villagers in and arornd Nellie 
had killed six Lelung children end 
had kidnapped four young Lalung 
women. It was to avenge the killings 
and to recover the girls that tM 
Lalung tribals had gathered on the 
night of 14 February, and it was to 
rhis gathering that Zahiruddin bad 
referred in his message. The villa- 
gvrs responsible For kidnapping the 
young women havo since been iden¬ 
tified and arrested by the police. 
They have turned out to be immig' 
rant Muslims. 

e Third. Zahiruddin’s message was 
sent, among others, to the comm an* 
danr of the Sth battalion of the 
Assam Police, whu was camping at 
Marigaon, just ten km from Nellie, 
with an entire bettalion of Assam 
I*oUce as well as a unit of the Ct(FF 
under his command. The comman¬ 
dant’s name is M. N. A. Kabir. He. 
joined the Assam Police in August 
1963. He is a second-generation im- 
migrant from what is now Bang- 
ladM. And it so happens that he iea* 
Muilink Why did he not act? Is it 
that seme comraunalists. scene fore¬ 
ign intelligence agency, perhaps in¬ 
tercepted the message and pre¬ 
sented it from reaching him? Or, 
eveQ more plausibly, is it that though 
4 Muslim, ha too was under the 
influence ot some Hindu communal- 
»ti? Or, was it, that he too was 
senseltsaly nailed down to 'election 

duty*? 

Even the moat cursory look at the 
pattern of violence shows how much 
^ an overiimpUlicttloti it is n titrl- 
^ute the killlngi to coBununaUsB. In 
^4Uit, Lalung trlbaU killed Benggli 
Muslims lAd Kifldusi in Kokrajaw 
’ubdiviiion. Mwo Kecharii on the 



A merger and a chdd /ie in embrace er Ne///e help came too fete 



Dtciimposed bodies tit ictfttnd in tjM oj NtUit . iwT^ beyoo^ beUtf 

one tide and Bengali Hindua .and ahow id a momeni, by much worae 
Mualims on the other kiUed each alao. 

other; in Gores war and Khairabari« Thera ia not enough apace lo dMu* 
Saraniaa and Boro Kacharis killed mant the facta for each of the mt*- 
and were killed by Bengali Hindus; sacrea and, in a sense, it ia unnecea* 
in Gahpur, Boros killed and were aary to do ao; the partem ia the same 
killed by Aasamese Hindus; In Dhe* in all the cases, I shall, therefore, 
mail and Janii. Mising tribela killed lead you through just one the 
and were killed by ^ngall Hindus instances that. alMg with Nellie, has 
and Muslins fighting together; io been much in the public eye: the 
bamaguri, Muslims killed Hindus as killings and arson in the Gohpur area 
they oid in Dhaila and Thekrabari; between 12 and 14 February 1983. 1 
in Chaalkhowa Chapori, Assamese select this only in part because it hat 
Hindus and Muslims fighting been in the ]Mblic eye. As you will 
together killed Bengali Musums. notice at the end of my narration on 
But it is not just an oversimplilica* Gohpur, Mrs Gandhi has once again 
tion to lay all the blame for this on taken the preciae step that is bound 
communalism'^a convenient over* to exacerMte tensions in this very 
simplification for some, an oversim' area, to do so in preciaely the man* 
plification bom out of latiness for ner in which they rose earlier and 
others. It is a dangerous oversimpli* the consequences will precisely te 
fication. And that, for at least two the same. 

rea.snns: As in ihe case of Nellie, there is 

• First, by beating the communal]sm some virtue in relying exclusively on 
drum even when the facts are other* the records and findings of the police 
wise, we feed the stereotypes, the itself: nothing shuts official prop* 
prejudices that each community has agandists up as do police documents! 
about the other; we reinforce the And in this case I shall use the 
notion in the mind of each conunun* findings not of the police in general 
iiy that the other is out to get it. In a but those of the special bratsch, tht 
ven real sense thus, these oversim* part of the police that deala with 
pliiications incite hatred among domeshc .'-telligance. 
communities and reinforce the very There arr two reasons for this, 
tendencies, that I (alee it, all of us First, the special branch is the one 
want to alleviate. that has been officially reconstruct* 

e Secood. by adopting such a facile ing the incidents most sysianatical- 
expUnation, an explanation that has ly. And, seconil because, as ev^ 
now become a mental cliche, we pressman who has been covering 
obscure the other*>*and, it so hap* Assam knows, it la this very special 
pens in the case of Assam, the (rufy bran^ that has done the moat to 
important—(he causes which we can* push commuDalisa as tha axpJana* 
not nogJect but at our peril. In par* tion for aveiything: partly 
ticular, by adopting this cliche of an its senior officialstMl this is 
explanation we obscure (ha role of wbai evemoe will swallow without 
the state apparatus In fomenting a second tnoughf and partly because 
divisions among our people, by its this has been their wav of lAgratiat* 
negligence of course, out, as I shall ing themselves with tM nilers. 
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GOHPUR _ 

B etween 12 and 14 February. Boro 
Kachans and Assamese killed 
each other and destroyed each 
other's houses with demonic fury in a 
1$0 s^are km area in Darrang dis* 
trict. By the end, 43 Assamese vil* 
lages and 30 Boro Kachari vilUges 
had been burnt to the ground. At 
lease 30 had been killed by a frenried 
mob—of these 19 were Assamese, 5 
Kacharis, one Nepali and five others, 
who could not be identified. Three 
died as a result of police firing. The 
death loll might eventually turn out 
to be much higher as the lists submit* 
ted by (he Eioro Kacharis included 36 
missing and (hose submitted by the 
Assamese included 21 missing. 

Tension between the two com* 
munities has festered for loog and 
has centred around the forcible 
occupation of land. Boros as well as 
landless tribals from Mangaldoi sub¬ 
division. North Kamrup and Kokta* 
jhar beits,have been coming in large 
numbers and occupying the forest 
land. The Plains Triball Council of 
Assam (PTCA) has actively encour¬ 
aged them to occupy the land and 
has successfully thwarted the ef forts 
of (he forest authorUias—the efforts 
that were feeble in any cas^co 
evict t^m. And the trihaia have not 
been occupying the land fpr tba fun 
oi it: they nave been pushed ui lum. 
Thus, for insiaaca, Boro occupation 
became specially aggressive after 
(be 1978 troubles on (be Assam 
Nagidand border. Tha fact that, the 

K rarnments of borh (he statea have 
an too preoccupied, too opportu¬ 
nistic to do anything about land 
aliaaatieiv about enTorcing forest 
laws and tha lika, hat allwad the 





cmloAJ to fMter Md irow. 

Politic*, •* usual, hu cucerbated 
tho tOBtiona. The PTCi^ often at 
official ioicifstion. hs$ boM deman* 
din# a separata state—Udayachal— 
ana bas bWn feedin# Boros the liM 
that the way for them eo have their 
saitleoieats re^ulariacd and made 
permanently secure is lo rally round 
the demand for a separate stale from 
which the Assamese could be pushed 
out or In which, at best, they would 
exist only on sufferance. The deci* 
Sion to ram the elections through, lit 
(he fuse: The Assamese had a naru* 
ril affinity towards the AASU* 
AAGSP cell for boycotting the elec* 
tioni-wjthourrect)ficetion-of*rolls, 
and, it least in part, for that very 
reason the Boros and other cribaJs 
were determined to vote. As the 
weeks passed, the rhetoric of ell 
heceme more end more inflanma* 
(c^. The violence of each leuti* 
mised the violence of the ocher. 
F.ventuelly a few sparks were all that 
was needed. As ts usual, the inci. 
dents that (riveted the killings and 
arson were trivial In themselves On 
9 February the son of the PTCA 
candidate was kidnapped. A while 
later a blacksmith wno had been 
making arrow tips for some 
Assamese clients stopped doing so 
on the asking of some Boros. He was 
beaten up by the A»samc:e for his 
refusal 

The tribals attacked on 12 Pebru* 
ury between 9 am and 11.30 am. The 
villages of Nigam Krishi Pam, Koki* 
labasar. Taamgaon and Naharani* 
eaon were devastated. The Assamese 
launched their counterattacks on 
(he following day. They were joined 
in these by the Assamese from across 
the Sessa river. Violence and arson 
continued for three full days. 

1 shell give just two brief extracts 
from the police reconstruction to 
show how dangerously we oversim¬ 
plify when we explain everything 
away by a single word: com* 
munalism. 


oRerc la ih9 first «nnct: 
laremgitioa oi € Boro JCach«fi 
ypurhs who were intercepted by 
n/iagers oeorBodeti under ethalf f% 
reveeis the compUdty of the PTCA. 
Five of these youths irere from t/dai- 
gun. Cfierati Musteberi s/o'Lehe 
Cbwi Mushahari of vWage N. C. 
SonepuT who was an L. ?. school 
teacher at Aiopara under Gobpurf% 
hTareswar Basumetaty and Ponen 
Basumarari $/o Jogen fiasumararx of 
Rsngsgere PS, vdelgorU sored that 
the cnhai populstion living in vi/* 
leges under Gohpixr FS plenned to 
etteck the vi/fages of the Assemese 
people with a view to eleim 
Utleyecbel upto the rjy (reilwey) line 
on the south from the foothills of 
Aninechel Pradesh. In different 
meetings held by the FTCA it wes 
decided rhet the Assamese tillegen 
•vouid be dnven out by use of force. 
In these imerings it was aiso decided 
that some tribei youths from Udel- 
gufi side would be brought to help 
the tribels in Cohpur area. To otga* 
xijse tribei yputbs at Udetguru some 
tribei youngmen from CMpur area 
had visited tJdatguri end t^uested 
people there to send 200 volunteers. 
/n the beginning of Februery some 
tribei youths- from Vdelguri side 
<eme to Gchpur. tn a cruciel meeiing 
of the trxhaf people held at 
Goroiflieri paddy field et 2 pm on 
11.2.83, it wes decided to etteek 
Assemese vilteges on 12.2.83 end 
erms end wtepons were inspected in 
the meeting. Mention may he made 
that during the attack, the attackers 
raised slogans via PTC A sindebad. 
joi Udayachal xindabad, joi ma kali 
etc. 

Statements of 5uren Besumetari. 
hiaraswar Basumatan, ^xien Basu. 
matari, X^awrence Besumatert en* 
closed. 


□And here is the second: 

Information to police,* 

According to GDE ('genera/ dieiy 
entry) no 320 of Gohpur PS tpoliot 
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station) dr 12.2.33 one Shri Durges* 
war Bore of Jarantgeon informed PS 
that 400 to SOO to Boro Kachan 
armed with various weapons were 
committing arson in the Assemese 
vtlieges. Tne 0/C (officer'in-cherga) 
sent re9uisirion to the CRFF camp- 
ill-charge who is a platoon comman¬ 
der (sub inspector) of adhoc deita 
Bn. CRFF. The ABSl (officer)'in 
charge, however, refused to provide 
any force saying that he could pro* 
vide men only on the orders of his 
Coy. (company) commander. The 
Coy. commander, incidentai/y, had 
gone along with Dy $F (deputy su* 
perintetidant of policelp probation¬ 
er, Shri Tl\anggew in the morning to 
ffawajaxi jn connection with ixivas* 
ugation of a murder case. 

As on 12.2.83 GOi^ur PS Aleka 
had five platoons of CBPf deployed 
there, out of these, two pletoons 
were at Gohpur proper, two platoons 
at Ghanhigaon and one platoon at 
Hewaien. At the time of submitting 
the requisition by O/C, the CRPP 
unit at Gohpur could have easily 
provided one platoon for duty. It was 
only after 9 pm, after the return of 
the CRFF Coy. commander that the 
O/C proceeded to the FS along with 
the probatiooer Dy. SP, Coy. com¬ 
mander CRFF and two sections of 
force. 

The O/C Colour PS claims that he 
had sent wireless requisition to I/C 
(ithcharge) Ghanhigaon OP (ompost) 
for sending some force at 4 pm (vide 
GDE 322 dr J 2.2.83). Ghanhlgeon OF 
CDE no 207 dt 12.2.83 says that the 
messages were received only at 6.30 
pm and that incharge faced the same 
dxf/xculries in getting some force 
from GhaDhigeen CRFF unit also. 
But by 7.30 pm the I/C convinced the 
platoon commander there and tent 

at 




some (one to Cohpar PS. However. 

K ij reecAine Gobpur the CRPF 
ichment allegedly fe/t;4e<f to go 
with the 0/C out of Gohpur 
It wiil be clearly seen from the 
a^oi'e {Aar o//i<er*m cAar$e Gohpur 
could not take promtM action to 
conrexn situatton aue to non- 
availability of forces incite of pre¬ 
sence of > platoons of CfPPF wirAin 
his area. The superintendent of 
pofrce. Darrang, had sent a signal to 
commandant aelta Bn CPPF at Bis- 
wanath Chan'aJj reoueftm^ him to 
proceed to Gohpur, ou< Ae informed 
the SP that a senior officer of Assam 
poJice should arconpeny Arm. Mean¬ 
while, the SP asked Dy. SP Buwa- 
nath CAarrafr, SAri N. K. Sinha to 
proceed to Gohpur with one piafoorr 
CRPP from Benali, another hletoon 
from Biswanath CAarieii. The pla¬ 
toon from BjswenefA CAarra^j again 
made unusual delay and started 
from there at 10 pm. The next morn¬ 
ing trouble again erupted at various 
places,.. 

It is obvious that the troubla could 
spread aflectinf so many villagas 
and continue for three days from 12 
Kcbruary taking toU g/ so many lives 
due to inaction of the police force et 
various levels. Eicept for the lone 
visit and opening of fire twice at 
Jaranigaon on 13 February, the 
police force in the area did little to 
intervene or prevent the lirge scale 
violence in the area. 

W h;u do these facts show? The 
foreign hand? Hindu com* 
munalists? Do they not, instead, 
show the perverse pattern of our 
politics ano the total bankruptcy of 
the state apparatus? Nor should you 
think that these are things of the 

f »aft. Recall the role of the PTCA in 
omenting tension; recall the mis* 
chief that its demand for a separate 
state-^Udavachal—has played in all 
this, the mischief that it has perpe* 
trated by insinuating that the tribals 
will stand to gain from the separate 
stale because the Assamese will then 
be pushed but of the area complete* 
]y. And now read the news report in 
the Times of India of 21 May. 1983 
under the heading "PM sympathetic 
to Assam Plains Tribals demand:” 
The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Can* 
dhi» told a delegation of plains trfb* 
als of Assam that one major con* 
strain: in granting its demand for a 
separate union territory was the lack 
of two*thirds majority tor the ruling 
party in the Rtiya Sabbi...Neverthe* 
Jess, Mrs Gandsi evinced interest in 
the demand. She met the delegation 
twice and studied the maps of prop* 
osed union territory and other re* 
levant documents submitted to her 
by the delegation. Named Udayachel 
by the Plains Tribal Council of 
Aasim, the proposed territory coven 
the entire eistrict of Lakhimpur and 
parts of six other distiicis on ibe 
state... 

Even the death of thousands has 
caught our leaders nothing. Or, has 
it? Ifas it confirmed them in their 
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Boro and Mi ting demonstrators in Delhi demanding separate state', misled? 


ways? Has it proven lo (hem once 
again that the one sure wey to ac* 
quire constituencies is to foment 
fear and that the one sure way to 
foment fear i« to set people at each 
other’s throats? 

Thus, like the foreign hand, the 
communalism bogey does not stick. 
What sticks is the politics of our 
rulers, what stick are the preoccupa* 
lions of the government—ihev. and 
the mentality they reflect. 1 have 
already recounted the sirate^ of 
Mrs Gandhi end Co. and its lethal 
consequences. Bui the record shows 
more. It testifies not just to rulers 
pursuing narrow political advantage, 
not merely to bureaucrats beiag ser* 
vile, not just to mer» villainy, it 
testifies to perversity. 


resolve to take all necessary mea* 
sures to prevent, recurrence of the 
aforesaid unfortunate incident. Net* 
lie was no different. 

By 19 February sufficient informa* 
tion had reached Gauhati for every* 
one to have realised that a terrible 
massacre had taken place. A televi* 
Sion crew that happened to be in the 
area had filmed it live To the know* 
lodge of the government Shekhar 
Gupta of Indian Express had re* 
turned with photographs. He had 
personally counted 253 bodies and 
he estimated that about 500 had 
been killed. A junior officer of the 
intelligence branch stationed nearby 
had visited the place end he too had 
informed Gauhati that “many more 
than 500" had been butchered. 


GOVERNMENrS 

PREOCCUPATIONS 

You can glimpse this from the 
official records umat were the preoc*. 
cupations of the government—of R. 
V. Subrahmanian, the principal advi* 
sor to the Governor, and his 
cohorts—in mi<i*February, the 
period when the worst killings took 
place. Apart from completing the 
rituals connected with elections one 
way or another, the records suggest 
three: keeping the body count low, 
ensuring the safe^ of and keeping in 
good humour the 6)00 odd off iciab^ 
most of them probanoners, upper 
division clerks and lower division 
clerks—who had been brought to 
Assam for election duty; end cater* 
ing to visitors. 

On each occasion that news about 
fhe killings reached Gauhati. the 
principal preoccupation of the state 
admiwitretion was to try and mini* 
mise the body count. Their analysis 
too was always the same: a tragedy 
has occurred out such ihingi happen 
when history is being meae. Am so 
was (beJr ^licy dKlsion: a new 


Accordingly, the message that the 
IR in Delhi received from its office in 
Gauhati reported that around 750 
had been killed. The IB conveyed the 
information to the PM'a office, the 
cabinet secretariat as well as to P. P. 
Nayyar, special secretary (home), 
who was looking after north-east 
affairs. Nayyar was soon on the 
phone to Ramesh Chandra, chief 
secretaiy'. Assam. Their mutual anxi¬ 
ety was to keep the body count down. 
After all, there was the third round 
of polling 10 be gone through the 
next day. They were keen to make 
doubly sure that no one should be 
able to conclude that conditions for a 
free and fair poll no longer existed. 

Remesh Chandra had llttia diffi* 
culry in satisfying Nayyar that the 
local IB personnel were, as usual, 
takia^n alarmist dew: only 3S to 38 
had died in a ’’group clash,** and '*the 
situation was fully In control,* he 
informed. The state govarnment * 
maintained that they nad already 
deputed two officers-^e of them 
en IC of polic#'*^od that their 
assessmeni was baaed on an on*the* 
spot investigation by theae officers 

Late at night the state govtmmeni 
had conceded 98. The next afternoon 




irAmn ■ vtir iMlor officer brieM 
the prMt mformedy. he ineieted that 
the detihe were eround 250. He 
bereted presemen for exeggertdne 
the figure. By (his Ttree ic wes well 
known (0 the administretion in 
Gauhati, that 497 autopsies had 
already been completed. 

The final count^oing iiriccly by 
the police records-^f this sin^e 
massacre was 1,383. The jiovemmeni 

r i this figure in an official report on 
March 1983. It hid it from the 

I »ublic for two months and acknow* 
edged it only when its hands were 
eventually forced by disclosures. 

Apert trom going through the 
riiuels of elections the other preoc* 
cupation was to protect end keep in 
good humour the purohits without 
whom (he rituals could not be gone 
through: the 8,000 odd civil servants 
who had been brought from Delhi, 
Bihar. Dehradun etc. Protecting 
them end keeping them happy took 
many forms By the time polling 
began on 14 February, the aspect 
that took the maximum time and 
energy of the senior officers was (he 
plan (0 evacuate and transport the 
polling staff once the polling was 
over. Trom Gauhati they must be 
transported swiftly in chartered air* 
craft. An incredible amount of time 
of the senior officials was taken up in 
finalising these plans for evacuation 
and transport. The "secfet" notes on 
this are )ust too lengthy to repro' 
duce. Running into seven pages, at a 
time they testify to the extremely 
disturbeo conditions which had fol* 
lowed upon the farce of elections. 
The notes lay down how tlie person* 
nel must be sequestered, how move* 
meat by road must be avoided, of 
how shuttle air services from district 
towns to Gauhati must be organised. 

Tha third preoccaparion in this 
regard was as bisarre as it can be. It 
wes receiving and distributing fruit* 
bread packets to the 8,000 odd offi* 
cials wno had come on poll duty from 
outside the state. Indeed, if you go 
by the files and the “CRASH'' telex 
messages, this hed become a matter 
of grave importance between the 


Raneah Chandra; suppreuing truth 

central government and the state 
administration. On 1$ February—a 
day quite in the middle of the worst 
killings in the history of independent 
India—Remesh Chandra, the chief 
secretary, had despatched a page 
long talex to P. P. Nayyer, wvt 
these packets; 

(FROM) ASSAM DlSPl^R 
(TO) HOME NEW DELHI 
NO PLA I'ea DATED 16TH FEBRU¬ 
ARY (9e3(.) 

FOR SHRI P P. NAYYAR SPECIAL 
SECRETARY FROM RAMESH CHAN¬ 
DRA CHIEF SECRETARY ASSAM () 
FOLLOWING 1$ THE POSITION Rt 
LATING TO THE RECEIPT AND DIS¬ 
BURSEMENT OF FRUIT SREAO 
PACKETS (.) ON n 2.63—14000 
FRUIT BREAD PACKETS RECEIVED 
OUT OP THIS 10S00 PACKETS 
NT TO OARRANG WITH THE SPE¬ 
CIAL CONVOY (.) 6500 PACKETS 
KEPT FOR CONSUMPTION OF POU- 
ING PERSONNEL ON DUTY () 2000 
PACKETS KEPT FOR POUING PAR¬ 
TY GOING IN CONVOY (.) REMAIN¬ 
ING 3500 DISTRIBUTED TO POCUNG 
PERSONNEL WHO ARRIVED IN KAM- 




A pfeture of despoir paying for othen^tins 


RUP DISTRICT (.) PARAfyON 142.88 
281 CARD BOti^D PACKETB CON¬ 
TAINING MODERN BAKERY BREAD 
AND 60 GUNNY BAGS CONTAINING 
NAMKIN AND SWEET BOXES WERE 
RECEIVED (.) OUT OF 261 CARO 
BOARD PACKETS 160 PACKETS DE¬ 
SPATCHED TO TE2PUR (.) 42 PACK¬ 
ETS GIVEN TO DlBRUOwH (.) 22 
PACKETS TO LILABARI AND 20 
PACKETS GIVEN TO KAMRUP (J THE 
GUNNY BAGS DESPATCHED AS 
FOLLOWS (.) 10 BAGS TO DC KAM- 
RUP (.) 2S TO DIBRUGARH {.} 
15 TO TEZPUR (,) 10 TO NORTH 
LAKHIMPUn I.) FOfi THE POLLING 
PERSONNEL ON 20.3.63 SIMILAR 
FRUIT BREAD PACKETS OF 3 TON¬ 
NES ARE REQUIRED (.) THEY 
SHOULD BE F LOV^ ON 17.2.63 TO 
ENABLE DISTRIBUTION (.) WE ARE 
THANKFUL TO THE GOVERNMENT 
OF INDIA AND MODERN BAKERIES 
FDR THE SUPPLY AND ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS IN THIS REGARD ( ) 

Two days later « lecund “CRASH" 
telex, this ene from the planning and 
devalopment commisaioner J. K. 
Bagchi. wa» sent on tha same subject 
to (he home ministry in Delhi. It 
turned out that in addition to what 
the chief secretary had ao labor 
isouly enumeratee, 4S packets qf 
bread and 42 packets of namMin had 
also been received and dutifully de¬ 
spatched; 

CRASH TELEX 
(16 2 63) 

TO HOME MINISTRY NEW DELHI 
FROM SHRI BAQCKI. DEVELOP¬ 
MENT COMMISSIONER DISPUR 

NO AE/JK/MISC/1 DATED 18.2.63 (.) 

REFER UR MESSAGE NO 11011/ 
104 62* NE IV DATED 12.2.63 0 KIND¬ 
LY REFER THE MESSAGE FROM 
CHIEF SECRETARY ASSAM RE¬ 
GARDING RECEIPT AND DESPATCH 
OF FRUIT PACKETS ON 11.2 83 AND 
14.2.63 (.) WE ALSO RECEIVED FOR¬ 
TY FIVE PACKETS Of BREAD AND 
FORTY TWO PACKETS OF NAMKIN 
ON 17.2.63 O THESE ARE BEING 
DISTRIBUTED TO VARIOUS DIS- 
TRrCTS<.)WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED 
MESSAGE THAT THREE TONNES Of 
FOODSTUFF ARE COMING BY 
FUGKT ON 16.2 83 (,) THIS WILL 
ALSO BE DISTRIBUTED TO VARIOUS 
DISTRICTS (.) 

Such were the preoccupations of 
the state admin ittrauon on 18 Febru¬ 
ary, by coincidence the very day on 
which 1,383 were killed in and 
around Nellie. Or, is it that I am 
missing the point end that in fact 
“fruit bread*' and “namkin" are code 
wueds for someihing else? 

The fourth preoccupation was no 
less bisarre; what souvenirs should 
be given to the 80(X> odd officials? I 
can do no better than reproduce two 
notes from the nvernment files on 
(be subject ana one talex message 
sent to Calcutta. Notice that on these 
days when the state was on fire tha 
matter received the thoughtful com 
slderation of not Just the planning 
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Viffimt Gohpur carnage <r reliti camp; ^amingi wtM unhaadad 

and development commissioner of Sd/ J. K. Be^cl 

the st^te but ttUo of thi' chief elector* P2eiinjn|$ and dev< 

a\ officer, S. R Khosla, the financial. comn 

commissioner of the state. ei well as 

of S. R. Subrahmaman, the chief •7".9 r* 

idviior to the Governor, and of the 

Governor himself 15 / 2 / ^ 

^Here is the first note: Advr^r /irvs». i/C fiaan 


ahf?rtfaJ/ J/keJy to arise due t<? such 
heev>' de/na/ief in such a shorr time. 
FinanciaJ comm/ssioner/e/ectjor? 
deptf. may Jcind/y see ehe note and 
/sfiue cons'urrence on a pr/orny be.sxi. 
This has a reference to my discussion 
with F.C today. 

(J. K. Baechi). 
W2i8i 


For the centre/ aovr employees ivho 
have perfbrmea a commendable Job 
in assisting us dunn^ rhe eieerrons, ri 
tves decJtM that a small memento 
should be presenwd to their as a 
token of oixr appreciation. The mar- 
ter was discussed with chief elector 
al officer and it was felt that we 
should arrange items nor exceeding 
Rs. 35 fthirty fjvei each. There are 
nearly 8,000 polling personnel who 
have'come to the state for elecrion 
duties including the staff from Bihar. 
In addition, we should also give 
sjmiVar presents to some of the secur¬ 
ity personnel etc., on a selective 
basiif It is. therefore, suggested that 
we should order 10.000 pieces to be 
manufactured and delivered posi¬ 
tively before idth February 1983. I 
htive talked with the trade advisor. 
Cakutta, and he will be extendirr^ 
all necessary help. In order to gat 
such large number of items, art offic* 
er will M flown to Calcutta either 
today or tomorrow to tie up the 
arrangamants and the officer wiU 
stay there for 2-3 days for this pur¬ 
pose- C. E. 0. may Uke to approve an 
expenditure of Rs 3.50 lakh f10.000 x 
35) (or this purpose 


Approved. I have mentioned this 
to tM Governor a/so. 77iis may be 
shown to F. C for infomation and 
record. 

Sd/ R. V. Subrahmaoian* 

lS;2/83 

oThe .second note is dated 1 $ 
February: 

Subsequent to rhis. secretary Shri A. 
P. Sin^h. had hruu^ht some samples 
and a small group consisting of my 
seif, secretary, industries, commis- 
Stoner of taxes, secretary P and CD 
selected some items which were 
^pivved byC.S. on i5.ZdJ also. Mr 
5a/fitu/ Choudhury of commissioner 
of raxes office has gone to Calcutta 
with the selected sample and he, in 
consultation with Assam House offi¬ 
cials, will arrange to procure as 
many irems as possible within next 
2-J days, keeping in mind price, 
quality and uniformity considera¬ 
tions w mind. Locallyt these articles 
ware not found available to meet 
such a great demand. Subsequently 
adviser rang up and mentioned 
that some pieces are also being 
erran^ed totally by secretary. Indus* 
fries through AGmC which will sup¬ 
plement the avai/abi/ity and meet 


P and D commissioner. 

□And here is the third, a telex mes* 
saga: 

TO TRADE ADVISER 

ASSAM HOLiSE 

CALCUTTA 

FROM SHRI SAOCHI 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSIONER DISPUR 

NO AE/JfCMlSC/l DATED 17.2.S3 (.) 

KINDLY REFER TO MY TELEPHO¬ 
NIC TALK WITH SHRI CHOUDHURY 
JT COMMISSIONER OF TAXES AND 
SHRI HAZARIKA OF ASSAM HOUSE 
CALCUTTA TODAY STOP IT SEEMS 
THAT IT Wia NOT BE POSSIBLE TO 
GET MEMENTO PIECES AT SHORT 
NOTICE FROM CALCUTTA STOP 
YOU MAY THEREFORE LIKE TO 
PURCHASE GIFT PIECES KEEPING 
IN MIND THE QUALITY PRICE AND 
DURABILITY OF THE ARTICLES 
STOP AS DISCUSSED YOU MAY GO 
AHEAD TO PURCHASE ABOUT 
SEVEN THOUSAND PIECES THE 
cost OP EACH ITEM NOT EXCEED¬ 
ING RUPEES THIRTY FIVE ON AVER- 
.AGE INCLUDING FREIGHT 
CHARGES STOP THE FIRST CON¬ 
SIGNMENT MAY BE SENT POBTflVE- 
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1>>M9^tbf'SAMCnON Pon 
THE AMOUNT IS 6£m PROCES¬ 
SED AND Wia BE INTIMATED TO 
YOU SHORTLY. 

PurtuAnt to the decision, is they 
W, S. Choudhury. joint comaiMion' 
«r « tMfi, wts despatched ;o Cel* 
cutta> He returned on 20 Febr^aen, 
two deyi after Nellie, with 7,0w 
pieces of sourenlrs. 

THE ART PAPER ~ 

If you think that it as far at thtnfs 
could posaibily |o you are mistaken. 
The state administration was further 
preoccupied with what kind of cer< 
tificates should be fiven to the &.000 
officers upon completion of their 
tour of duty. The certificates bed 
become e matter of greet concern to 
R.V. Subrahmenien. He hid plated 
at length in meetings on the quality 
of paper on which the certificates 
were to be printed and the particular 
typeface that had to be used, on the 
text, on whose signatures they 
should carry, where they should be 
printed, etc. The **CRASH" message 
received on 20 February, two days 
after Nellie massacre, by the trade 
adviser and director of movement, 
government of Assam, in Calcutta, 
will acquaint you with the flavour of 
high level deliberations and deci* 
sions on the matter 
TO TRADE ADVISER 
ASSAM HOUSE 
CALCUTTA 

FROM SHRf J.K. BAQCHI 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSIONER, OlSPUR 


ART PAPER STOP THE CERTin* 
CATE WOULD BE 8IQNE0 BY CHIEF 
SECRETARY AND HIS NAME DE¬ 
SIGNATION AND FACSIMILE OF HIS 
SIGNATURE MAY BE PRINTED WITH 
EMBOSSMENT OF THE GOVT OF 
ASSAM ON THE TOP STOP THE 
CONTENTS OF THE CERTIFICATES 
WOULD BE AS UNDER STOP IN¬ 
VERTED COMMA START THE GOVT 
OF ASSAM WISH TO PLACE ON 
RECORD THEIR DEEP SENSE OF 
APPRECIATION FOR THE EXEM¬ 
PLARY AND DEDICATED SERVICE 
RENDERED BY SHRI/SMT DURING 
HIS/HER ASSIGNMENT TO THE 
STATE FOR SPECIAL DUTIES IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE CONDUCT 
OF GENERAL ELECTION 1963 IN¬ 
VERTED COMMA CLOSED STOP 
PARA THE NAMES MAY BE KEPT 
BLANK AND THIS WILL BE FILLED UP 
BY THIS OFFICE IN DUE COURSE 
AND SENT TO THE CONCEF^O 
OFFICER AT DELHI STOP PLEASE 
CONFIRM ACTION TAKEN STOP 
FUNDS REQUIRED FOR THIS PUR¬ 
POSE Wia BE PLACED AT YOUR 
DISPOSAL IN DUE COURSE STOP 
THE REQUIREMENTS MAY KINDLY 
BE INOfCATEO. 

The errengemeou for printing, de¬ 
livers ct<. were itill being finalised 
on 25 February, the day after the 
new government had be^ sworn in. 
whan R.V. Subrahmaniao left 
Geuhati. The matter continued to be 
of greet concern to him to the end. 
But I cannot pursue it anymore as 
there are visitors to attend to. Hand¬ 
ling them was the final, and in many 
ways the most importer proMCupa- 
tion of the state administration. 



OTfti ATTCWY?^ oSSi P C- Sethi, the home minister. 

It2b HAZARIKA rtltw in from Delhi on 20 Pebru- 

ary for arPon the-spot study of the 
WE HAD EARLIER DISCUSSED AS- Nellie tiii^y.'' Ob^ously out of 
OUT A CERTIFICATE TO BE GIVEN sorrow at having been put to such e 
TO THE CENTRAL GOVT EM- loagnighc.be was least interested in 
PLOYEES WHO HAVE RENDERED the detalU. He flew by helicopter to 
SERVICE * DURING THE GENERAL Moinberi from where be was to drive 
ELECTION 1983 STOP KINDLY PRINT in a convoy of vehicles to Nellie. But 
TEN THOUSAND CERTIFICATES IN at Moifiberi a local Congress (I) 

Mrs Centfhi Utttaiag to some of the tietims: dust descending 


candidate fatece a mifilKer) rM 
him: *Bveryoaa has bean to 
he cold Setni. *Cometo Nagbandba-^ 
Negbeadha or Nellie, k was all the 
seme to Sethi. They drove to Nagban* 
dha in the comfort to vrbich our 
tninisiera are accustomed. Thirty- 
seven bodiea were strewn around, 
Sethi hed a distant, vacant look, and 
seemed much relieved, when he was 
told that a message bad Just coma in 
from Cauhati to the affect that Mrs 
Gandhi wanted him to speak to her 
on the telephone. That was aU he 
needed. Setni went straight beck to 
the car..."thence to the helicop¬ 
ter...—thence to Geuhetl. .—tele¬ 
phone from Gauhati to Delhi...—And 
soon enough, off by the pUne to 
Delhi. He hadn't missed by not visit¬ 
ing Nellie for the "on the ipor 
study.** No officer in Gauhati had 
taken his visit seriously. But by now 
it was known that Mrs Gandhi het' 
•elf would be visiting Kellie (he next 
day. R.V. Subrahmanian was visibly 
on edge, nervous. 

Mrs Gandhi arrives on 21 Febru¬ 
ary... Lands at Tezpur around 9J0 
am... Visit to Cohpur.. Lands at heli¬ 
pad near Jagiroao, about eight km 
irom Nellie, around 1 pm. Convoy of 
vehicles to Nellie... A stop on the 
highway near Nellie to meet (he 
survivors... Accound of woe from 
.widows and children... Mrs Gandhi is 
moved... Photographs... Back imo the 
vehicles... Five km more on the 
highway... A detour over a dirt road 
off (he main highway to visit (he 
village Muladhari... Several vehicles 
trail eng the PM's vehicle.. Mrs Gan- 
dhi*$ vehicle stops near a few huts 
much before Muladhari... She gets 
down... Officials and pressmen 
crowd around her.. Dust from (he 
vehicles, some of which have still not 
come (0 a stop... Mrs Gandhi: "Sear; 
dhoof hemare upar he perti hai (all 
the dust descends on me)**... A signal 
for all to return... Muladhari left 
unvisited... Helicopter to Gauhati... 
A swift, brief meeting with the 
senior officers at the airport itself... 
A great tragedy has occurred, the 
task now is relief and rehabilitation 
of the survivors, and I am confident 
that the officers in Assam will carry 
out this task with the same eaetn- 

E lary efficiency with which they 
sve conducted the elections... Some 
perfunctory discussion on relief mea¬ 
sures and of the post electioo situa¬ 
tion... Plane to Delhi... The officers 
present could scarcely believe their 
ears. R.V. Subrahmanian could 
scarcely believe his luck. Five weeks 
after her visit to the area Mr.< Canilhi 
was to let it be known that this vear 
she would not be celebrating lioli 
because of the tragedies in Assam. 
Of course, in between (here had 
been those 17»course dinners of (he 
Non-Aligned Summit. She hadn t 
skipped one of them, but that was 

t uat two weeks after her visit to the 
lellic area. After all. it does take at 
least a month for these horrors to 
sink in. ■ 
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How do you further 

of marketing ? 



By providing facilities for 
International business* under one wing. 


Until the B.inysilufi’ An Canjo Complex 
was esUiOlisheO. incustndlistb arwl 
businessmen in Kainali^Ka and Mysore 
Sales Inii'inationijl. a rrwjo< exporter 
i\ pruWefTi. A problem erf irnponmQ. or 
ex{X)fliny prorJucts fron^ KarnjtrfKd without 
incurnnQ the inconvenieiKe of going to 
Bomb.iy or Madras 

The j/ilut(Ofi w»»s tlu‘ inception of 
India s h(it inl:in<l air carejo 
complex managed by MSIL Several 
tac I lilies for transacting internaliorMi trade 
.iti' readily availabje. such as export 
k leaMnee. processiiuj of expOftAmport 
d(xuTK*iUs, warctiousinQ aruJ handling ot 
1 OMtainer services tor aif or sea 
u in\fxrtdtion In addition the services of 
f3,jfiK'>, Airlines arxJ '‘ievi>ral clearing and 
w irdmg agents are disc avarlibk’ 


hi the MSIL House near ttie Bangaloa’ 
Airtwrt. IS the An Cargo Complex and 
txpon Import exchange. This centre is 
a convenient meeting [ilace for 1 1 lose 
engaged in international trade TIk? tacilihes 
irKliKle arva for piothjct disj-^lay. extiibition. 
infbtmatjw couriter. international bonking, 
cnntorencesarxj catering - all This undcf 
one roof 

Now with the ojxning of trie 
Karnataka P.j\atM>n at the World Trade 
Centre. EJoriilwy. M5IL tiat; made further 
efforts to lino suitable w>riri markets h)r 
KarridUka s t^odiKts 

M.SIU is aiway'> cm ftx* move, seeking 
newc*r ctiiileni}es Aru] findincj C/ricjnial and 
inrw>var;vc.* Mjiutsms to itiem MSiLis 
f>oyot)(i irwrrkc'tau; 
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Silver Pruice A prince 
of a blade. Cli<Keri bv 
the dtscerriing man for 
»ia sterling shaving 
perfurrnaruv. Silver 
Prii>ce From the House 
of Maihotras The 
pioiteer and leader ol 
oiiaiitv Indian blades 
that have wor\ 
recognition worldwide 


A MALHOTPA 
GUALirv I'HODUCT 


FOR A PRINCE AMONG MEN 
A PRINCE AMONG BLADES 
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Is the army's discipline 

going down? 


M any are vvorned by sn 
apparent tendency on 
the pare of soldiers 
(the term applies to 
officers and jewans), to 
lake the law into their own hands. 
They feel that this trend indicates 
crowing indiscipline in the army. 
DiscipUne is a method of training of 
the mind; it entails education. cor< 
rection and punishment. Discipline 
works at three levels. Every adult 
has his personal code of discipline 
which is derived from his environ* 
ment. Secondly, every profession 
has IM ||roup discipline. Thirdly, at 
the nationaf level, we ought to have 
a sense of discipline that expresses 
Itself in our reactions to everyday 
civic responsibilities. 

Group discipline is fostered in 
the army through training, precept 
and practice so that a soldier is 
prepared to kill his enemy or lose 
his life while carr:iM out che 
orders of his superiors, f^oup disci* 
pline is developed by building up a 
bond of trust between a comman¬ 
der end his men. Therefore, an 
officer is charged with the resjxjnsi* 
bility of looking after his men 
through (hick and thin.'This ethos 
is best summed up by the mono of 
the Indian Military Academy; ''The 
safety, honour and welfare of your 
country come first always and 
everytime; the honour, welfare and 
comfort of your men come next; 
your own safety, honour and wel* 
{are come last always and every* 
time.** An army ethos is fostered by 
a commander^ functions in three 
fields of activity. Firstly, the recog¬ 
nition of a suMrdioate's perform¬ 
ance by the issue’ of appropriate 
rewards and incentives: medals, 
pay, promotions and postings. This 
IS largely a matter of mtemal admi¬ 
nistration. The second function in¬ 
volves the prompt redressal of a 
soldier’s grievances. Internal ^ie- 
vances are dealt with by the reilii* 
ary administration itselfi it is che 
externa] grievance Chat has become 
a problem. Soldiers who go on two 
Bionchs' leave from a border out* 

E iost to resolve their, home prob* 
sms, may return without Doing 
able to meet the administrators 
conctmed or to finish their work. 
Sometimes, letters to departments 
of the government remain un* 
aniwereo. Whereas this is no ex* 
cuaa for a frustrated soldier to take 
the law into his own hands, we must 
accept that a failure to resolve his 
problams will affect any soldier's 
morale. 
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The third function of command 
involves dealing with a soldier 
under military Uw when he does 
wrong. The Const it uiion has, there¬ 
fore, kept discipline and other re¬ 
lated matters pertaining to the 
armed forces oui of the normal 
supervision and control of the Sup¬ 
reme Court and High Courts. In the 
army, the administration of justice 
is regulated through the Army Act 
and Army Rules Military law pro¬ 
vides for unbiased, speedy and fair 
trials. The system lUs siocm the test 
of time. Whilst disciplinary matters 
have been kept out of che normal 
control of outside authorities, sol¬ 
diers are not exempt from the writ 
jurisdictioD of the courts. This his 
encouraged some soldiers, accused 
of serious military offences which 
are still in the process of investiga¬ 
tion, to file writ petitions and 
obtain ex parre stay orders ro buy 
time. Such writs initiate e chain 
reaction which sometimes under¬ 
mines service discipline if it delays 
a decision. 

A soldier, Though imbued with 
group discipline, is like any other 
uidividuaJ Indian w^en he is at 
home with bis family. It is then that 
a soldier's individual sense of disci¬ 
pline is sorely tested. If he stands in 
a queue, his family may never catch 
the bua-^. he is mmpted to join 
the’ crowd and throw his weight 
about. If he wonts cement, he may 
have to pay a bribe to get his quota 

Unless our elected 
representatives set an 
example, the nation and 
the armed forces cannot 
improve. All armies are a 
product of the national 
scene and cannot be 
divorced from it... 


quickly, or else do without it. Soma 
see no harm in this, and argue that 
because our soldiers continue to 
live in cantonments, which are re¬ 
lics of imperial Britain, they remain 
divorced from nation^ life, cling¬ 
ing to false standards instead of 
becoming a people's army. The 
Chinese army, which is a pMple's 
army, is one of (he most disciplined 
armies in the world; so are the US 
Marines Good armies cannot be 
undiscipUneO. The question of can¬ 
tonments and their future is a sepa¬ 
rate issue which in noc related to 
discipline. No soldier who has a 
family can be dissociated from the 
national ethos. The family constant¬ 
ly reminds the soldier that the root 
difference between the secular 
national ethos of the army and that 
of his country, ii regionalism and 
indiscipline which arises from an 
inabiliiy of the government, civil 
administration and law courts to 
govern, administer and impart jus¬ 
tice promptly, according to well- 
established norms. 

The key to the situation is the 
politician. Unless our elected rep¬ 
resentatives set an example, the 
nation and the armed forces cannot 
improve. All armies are a product 
of the national scene and cannot be 
divorced from it. This brings us 
back to the question: Is the army's 
discipline going down? One can say 
with confidence that there is no¬ 
thing wrong with the armed forces 
whi^ is not wrong with the nation. 
Free democratic India will get the 
government that the people elect. 
A government gets the armed 
forces that it nurtures. 

Soldiers know that a bener army 
is not evolved merely by increasing 
salaries, status and creature com¬ 
forts. Remedies for improvement 
are less a question of money and 
more a matter of political percep¬ 
tion, will and example. The shaping 
of a strategy and the structure of a 
higher defence organisation with 
ao army to execute this efficiantly, 
are political acts which require 
sincerity of purpose and intellec¬ 
tual ability. Tanka, aircraft and 
warships are important, but the 
primary inscrumenl of war is man. 
Aoything that directly or indirectly 
uDoarmines the morale and disci¬ 
pline of che soldier will shake the 
bedrock of the armed forces. If the 
discipline of the army goes, then 
with it will go its strength and 
effecrivenew. When that happens, 
The security of India will be 
threatened. 
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Hero-Majestic 

Deluxe Moped 

An excitement on wheels. 

H«r« i> th* tcrfon^mKhini th«t mitcKM your activt 
ilftilVlt- Liv« up tfit txcrt^mtnt o< i faster pick up 
and v>o*o*o*o-m on with that aitta power punch. Raval 
In the convanienca of mobl/ltv and manoauvrabiilty. 

Or> any track, in any traffic. Whichavar at rata of aociaty 
you coma from. It comaa up to your fivaly aipactationa. 
6it on ona and rlda your way to work or fun. 

Haro-Majaatic Datuia costa lau than you Imogina. and tha 
maintananca la mara paanuta. You'll ba amaiad at tha 
dozan plui'faaturaa that make It your boat bat in Mopadt. 
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Jaguars need overhauling 


>.» ( 


Tht Ji|uv« much*vftuni«<l dMp ptutir^iion $uike 
«ircrif( (DPSA) sold by Bhmh Aerosptc* to the Indian 
Air Force has been found madequete. Informed 
sources claim thee, with its full loed of annaihenis 
which include the French 5S0 Ma^c Metre missiles, 
the Jequar’s rate of climb is comparatively slower than 
expected. A DPS A is expected to fly at treetop level 
and supersonic speed into enemy territory, unload its 
bombs on the tarMt and than, aainin^ hei^t rapidly, 
return to its base But because ol its slow rate of climb, 
the Jai^rs now with .he IAF> are not bein# able to 
fuJfil t^ar IS known in air force ^gon as the alrateff 
order requirements or the A$R. the malady lies In its 
engine—Alt AFT UDE HP-24—which is considered 
underpowered for the task. This places the Jaguars, 
according to some.Indian experts, slightly above 
'*semi'Obsolescent" aircraft in that category. The lAF 
signed a contract with British Aarospace in 1980 for 
the purchase of Jaguars wonh over Rs l.SOO crores. 
While 40 of the British^supplied aircraft are already 
flying with the lAF (two others have crashed) there are 
more of the Hindustan Aeronautical Limited (HA1<> 
assembled Jaguars with the operational squadrons. 
This is because HAL carried out some modifications to 
(he aircraft enabling it to peck more (tunch. Mean¬ 
while, a highpowered Indian delegation Is leaving for 
Britain to discuss with British Aerospace officials now 
the aircraft’s efficiency could be raised to the desired 
level. 

Another ASIAD man is rewarded 

The newly eppointed secretary of the information and 
broadcasting ministry. S.S. Gill, would, from all 
accounts, be iha last person to win any popularity 
contest in the capital. Mr Gill’s reputation baa p^ 
ceded him. Once secretary g^eral of the special 
organising committee of the ninth Asian Games, Mr 
Gm dist^uished himself by being openly contemp¬ 
tuous of Doordarshen. AIR and the Indian media as a 
whole. The rumour-mills had it that he was in contact 
with an American firm interested in securing exclusive 
TV rights of the Games, and his principal aim seemed 
to be to get Doordershan out of the picture. He has 
evan t^en quoted as caJling Doordarsnan a bunch of 
chapark»n9tU (useless fellows). Strangely, be was 
removed from hit post a couple of months before the 
Asiad was due to begm-^t about the time Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi began monitoring the preparations more close¬ 
ly. His recent appointment (and more so to the post) U, 
therefore, a surprise According to people who have 
some axpqrjence of him. Mr Gill Is a fer-from-pleasent 
person to deal with if you happen to have anjnhing to 
do with the Indian media. 


Bureaucrats to the fore 


Both Mrs Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi are increasingly 
depending on civil servants rather than their political 
aides for political missions. One recent example is that 
of the Prime Mmisrer'i principal secretary, P. C. 
Alexander, who was asked to ensure that government 
officials dutifully carry out the plans and ideas of 
Rajiv Gandhi also. That makes Mr Alexander, the de 
facto chief of Mr Gandhi’s secretariat as well, and by' 
implication, one of the most powerful persons in the 
country. One other civil servant who wields conlide^ 
able political power today is Mr V. S. Tripathi.exjoini 
secretary in the PM's secretariat. Recently he railgned 
from the IAS to work fulltime in Mrs Gandhi's secretar¬ 
iat. Predictably, some political operitori. for instance. 
M L Fotedar, who bava been ruling the roost till 
recently seem to be on their wav out to make room for 
the new stars. The fortunes ol one of Mrs Gandhrs 
most loyal aides. R. K. Dhawan, too seem to be on the 
decline. 

The selling of a Prin\e Minister 


DuIanatfCMM^rhur and Mrt Cendh* 

Whit his happened to the anonnous amount of money 
that Rajasthan's social welfare minuter Mr DuUram 
supposedly collected on the eve of Mrs Gandhi's visit 
to tne state? As soon as Mn Gandhi agreed to visit 
Ralsinghnagar in Ganaanagar district of Rajasthan, 
the first thing that Mr Dularam, assigned to look after 
the Prime Minister during her tour. did. was to go 
about asking people to donate cash and silver so thet 
Mrs Gandhi could be weighed in silver. The going was 
good for Dularam for about a month when the first 
munours of resentment were heard, as the secratary of 
th% Ganganagar DCC(I), Pratap Singh, alleged in a 
letter to chief minister Shiv Charan Mathtir. that 
Dularam was extorring money from the people in the 
name of the Prime Minister. Initially, Dularam did not 
take notice of these rumblings and went on -with his 
fund collection drive quite viforouslv. According to 
some of his own partymen ^ la April he hed collected 
more than Rs 20 lakhs. He must have been quite 
aggressive in his ways, or else the MLAs and MPs of a 
party who live on such collections could not have 

K ihered sufficient courage to write to the Prime 
nister that Dularam was giving a bad name to the 
party. An irritated Mrs Gandhi told a delegation of 
party legislators from Rajasthan that she had not 
authorised Dularam to collect money in her name and 
later on when she visited Rtisinghnpr she cancelled 
the lunch appointment at Dularam't place. Nor did she 
agree to be weighed in silver. But nothing has bean 
heard of the money (according to some estimates Rs 50 
lakhs) that Dularam is supposed to have collected. 
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PANCHAYAT ELECTIONS 

CPI(M) maintains supremacy 


While the Congress(l) improves its position in West Bengal 


Caicutti; Nowhere was the polarise' 
lion oi political forces in West Ben- 
Mai more evident than in the state's 
pancAe^ar elections where the two 
nia)or contenders—the CPKM) and 
(he Congressd H-waffed a battle to 
Min control of about S6.000 seats in 
(he ziiie purishids. pancAayer sa/ni* 
rh, and gr^m pancAayara. As the 
results of (he elections (the second 
since 1978) held on 31 May started 
coming OUT soon after the elections 
were over it convincingly estab* 
lished that West Bengal's rural vo* 
ters were unwilling to waste their 
votes by voting for smaller parties or 

f roups. The result: the smaller Left 
ront partners like the RSP, For¬ 
ward Koc and the CPL which after 
initial bickerings over the allocation 
of seats with the CPKMK had to be 
content with the crumbs thrown at 
them, have suffered humiliating re¬ 
verses. By 2 June the results for 
43.474 (out of 46,050) gram pan- 
chayat seats were known: the 
CPI(M) had secured 23,401 seats and 
the Congress(l) 14.120. The RSP. CPI 
and the Forward Bloc, the Janata, 
and BJP together could not secure 
even 2,000 seets. Even the indepen¬ 
dents did better, accounting for 
some 3>000 seats. 

One reason for the Congress(l)*e. 
impressive show is the internecine 
ijuarrel emong the Left Front part¬ 
ners which saw them pitted against 
one another in a large number of 
constituencies in what was officially 
acknowledged by the Left Front as 
"friendly conte.sts.** This was 
perhaps unavoidable to an extent 
after the CRKMlrefusedtoaccontow- 
date the demands of the sraaller 
partners for more seats, which they 
wanted as they feared that unless 
they increased their strength ia the 
rural areas and carved out areas of 
influence for themselves through 
control of the panchayats, they 
would never be aole to counter the 
clout of the CP](M} within the Front. 
And if the CPKM) were to have its 
wav they would be reduced t*- 
ciphers, even in their traditior 
stronghold. In the resulting triang. 
lar contests in a number of consti¬ 
tuencies, however, the smaller part¬ 
ners of the Left Front emerged as the 
losers, ironically, bringing about lha 
situation they wanted to avoid in the 
first place oy deciding to go for 
''friendly contests" among tham- 
tafves. 
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The CPI(M), which had emerged 
supremely victorious in the 1976 
paric/idyat electicms, strove to main¬ 
tain ku supremacy, if not increase it- 
And despue the charges of corrup¬ 
tion against the party at the village 
levels, the CPKM) repeated its suc¬ 
cess. The Congressfl), on the other 
hand, which contesied the elections 
for the first time this year, put up a 
remarkably impressive show, faring 
even better than the RSP. the CPl 
and the Forward Bloc. 

For the CoMgress(lK the stakes 
were higher: it was not simply a 
question of control of the lower 
budics; it was a question of survival. 
The Congress which did not take 
part in the 1978 pe/icAeyarelections, 
boycotting the elections officiaHy at 
the last moment and instead allow¬ 
ing its candidates to contest unoffi¬ 
cially as independenu, had realised 
(hat in order to keep its hold on the 
rural areas, u siieable represenra 
tion in the elected panchayat bodies 
was necessary. For. in the last five 
years, the panchayars have brought 
about a change m the power balance 
in (he state. They have become 
catalysts for development in the ru¬ 
ral areas and in grantini^ funds for 
rural development. The lifla 
sabhadhipari hes become more im¬ 
portant than the local MP or MLA 
who has no executive authority, even 


FanJtayat polJtag in prt)grass 


# 

in the sub-division or the block, it is 
the gram samity or the gram pan- 
ehayat which is more powerful than 
the sub-divisional officer (8D0) or 
the block development officer 
(BDO), (he traditional dispensers of 
benefits. 

It was perhaps this which led to 
the Congress(I)*s concerted cam¬ 
paign wherein the party's traditional 
drawback—factionalism—was less 
pronounced. (Not that the Congress-1 
did not have its share of internal 
bickerings. For instance, on. the 
question of granting party tickers, 
Congress.l groups from various dis¬ 
tricts gharaoad the party general 
secretary. Dr Gopal urns Nag in his 
office, and abused Santosh Roy, a 
secretary nf the party. And the parly 
president, Mr AnandagopaJ Mukher- 

! ee, wisely decided to stay awav from 
lis office during the last few aays of 
filing of nomination papers in order 
10 avoid any unpleasant scene.) 

Thus, the Congress(l)'s traditional 
supporters, who were demoralised so 
far by the party's low key activities, 
rallied to tight the CPt(M)'s domi¬ 
nance in the social, economic and 
political spheres in rural areas 
through the working of the pan- 
chayais. Finally, the bickerings with¬ 
in the Left Front partners over the 
allocation of seats helped the Con- 
gre$s(l) which effectively ate into 
the vote banks, mostly of the CPI, 
RSP and the Forward Blx. As Mr 
Makhan Paul, the RSP leader, admit¬ 
ted shortly after the results were 
announced, it was sad to see that the 
Conaressfl) was gaining at the cost of 
the Forward Bloc and the RSP. As 
the election results indicated, in 
most constituencies where there 
were triangular fights between the 
CPI(M), the Congress(I) and a Front 
partner, it was either the CPKM) or 
the Congress(I) candidate who 
emerged victorious. This was most 
evident in the districts of Cooch 
Behar and Jalpaiguri, the formar 
considered to Ix'Oie stronghold of 
the Forward Bloc and the latter of 
the RSP. In both these districts the 
performances of the Forward Bloc 
and the RSP were far below expecta¬ 
tions. 

The Congrfss(l). predictably, 
raked up tisuaa like the non- 

E srfonnance of the CPI(M)-led Le/i 
ront gevammant: it had failed to 
provide adequate water to the rural 
areas and even the wells that had 
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be«n *unk btn^ictd ooly th« $f$m 
petdhatis; th« panch^yM were 
charged with corruption, noMtiim 
and misappropriation ol funds and 
the impoteocy of the peocheyara to 
meet the growing needs of the 

people. 

what effect could the results of 
the penchayer elMtions have on the 
Left Front? There is little doubt that 
the arnaUer Front penners like the 
Forward Bloc, the KSP and the CPI 
have been “cut down to site.* 
Throughout the period when the 
sears were being eiloceted and even 
during the campaigning, the lower 
leadership of the CPI(m) had been 
insisting inat the Front partners had 
been simply basking in the CPKMVs 
glory and that on their own they 
would not be a policical force to 
reckon with. This view his been 
vindicated by the results of the pan* 
c/iayat elections. This mav have one 
result; the lower leadership of the 
CPI(M) may try and play a more 
active role in determining the rela* 
tions between the CPI(M) and the 
Front partners in future. 

After the death of Mr Promode 
Dasgupts, there has been a loosening 
of the state leadership's grip on the 
leaders at the panchaytr level and 
some erosion in its control and au< 
thonry over the grassroot worker. Mr 
Saroj Mulcherjee, the present chief 
of the state unit i>f the CPffM) has 
neither the personality nor the fora* 
sight of Mr Dasgupta to command 
their unquestioning loyalty. Since 
MrDuseuprH's death, the district and 
lower level leaders have shown a 
growing tendency to express their 
viewK strongly. For instance, thou^ 
the state leadership of the CP1(M) 
decided to have a seat adjustment 
with the RSP in Wesi Dinajpur, the 
district leadership of the parry re* 
fused to agree to it. It is. therefore, 
likely, that the CPUMi may be less 
charitable towards its Front partners 
in future. Besides, the infighting 
within the Front during the pen* 
cheyet elections has embittered 
their relations to a degree where it 
might be difficult for the younger 
leader^ip of the CPI<M) to be as 
accommodatins and understanding 
towards the owtr Front partners as 
the state leaders have been stressing, 


This, in turn, is likely to be re¬ 
flected in the allocation of seats to 


the Front partners in the next 
Assembly or parliamentary elec¬ 
tions, with a laner share of the seats 

E oine TO the CPIfM). This tendency 
as been marked since the CPI(M) 
became a partner of the 1967 United 
Front government. Will this trend 
continue and the next electcwal bet* 
tic in the stata be between the 
CPl(M) and the Congress(l), bring¬ 
ing true the prophecy of Kamal 
Guhi, West Bengal's agnculture 
minister and a member of the For* 
ward Bloc, on the eve of the elections 
that the “Left Franc is fini^ed"? 


CRIME 


Is Dr Mishra shielding 
his partymen ? 



yageonerh Mishre; chraeceAed? 


Patna: ‘*The mystery of Swetnisha's 
death can only be' solved if Miss 
Rajeshwari Saroj Das speaks up." 
Patna's senior superintendent of 
police. Mr Kishore Kunal had told 
this correspondent shortly after the 
death of Mrs Swetnisha Trivedi. the 
adopted daughter of Miss Pajesh* 
wan Des, a former deputy chairper¬ 
son of the Bihar Legislative Council 
and presently an MLC. The 2S*year* 
old, pretty woman known for her 
friendship with some important 
politicians of the ruling party had 
died under mysterious circumst* 
ances in the early hours of 8 May. A 
report in a Patna daily triggered the 
police into eaion; Swetni^’s body 
was exhumed and a post mortem 
carried out. The viscera report re¬ 


vealed that Mrs Trivedi had died due 
to malathion poisoning, contrary to 
the two death cenificases issued, ihe 
first of which said that Mrs Trivedi 
was a victim of internal haemor* 
rhage while Che second settled for 
“cardiac arrest** (Sunday S June). 
However, no errests were made on 
grounds of "iosufficient evidence." 
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Yet, when two persona turned 
police vritnesses dr Z\ May, and a day 
later Miss Das gave her statement 
before the chief judicial magistrate 
of Patna, giving her account of Swat* 
niaha's death, and evan as the police 
were gearing up to make the first 
arrests. Bihar's chief minister. Dr 
Jeganneth Mishra abruptly handed 
the case over to t h e ce ncra I bureau of 
investigation (CBI). putting the 
brakes on any further investigation 

by the Patna Mlicc. Why did Dr 
Mishra hand the case over to the 
CBI? Wat it because, as he has said. 
Che opposition leaders were deman¬ 
ding it? Or, was it because iwlice 
investigations were involving far too 
many Congress<I) politicians in the 
case? 


The statement given by Nirbhay 
Kumar, a student A.N Singh Col¬ 
lege. Patna, who used to live in the 
servants* quarters of Mist Das' resi¬ 
dence, and Trishuldhari Singh, a P & 
T employee who was a frequent 
visitor at the Das residence, were 
corroborated by Miss Das a day later. 
According to their statements, on 6 
Mky.Swernisha had attended a party. 
She returned late, feeling depressed. 
After taking a few Manarax tablets, 
she went to sleep. The next morning 
she woke up feeling ill. Dr T.P. Ojhe 
was then summoned, who advised 
that she be taken to the Patna Medic¬ 
al College Hospital (PMCH). At 
around 4.IS pm on 7 May. Swetnisha 
Trivedi was admitted to the 
emergency ward of the PMCH. 
Accompanying her were Miss Daa, 
Mr Dudh Math Paswan, the chief 
whip of the Congress(l) legislative 
party and Nirbhay Kumar. At around 
€ pm. after Swetni^ha's stomach had 
bwn washed, all of them left the 
hospital without informing the au* 
thocities. Mr Paswan dropped Miss 
Das. Swetnisha and Nirbhay Kumar 
at Miss Das' house and went away. 

Ac around 6 pm, Trishuldhari 
Singh called up Miss Das and in the 
course of their conversation. Miss 
Das told Mr Singh (hat her adopted 
daughter was unwell. Mr Singh then 
told Miss Das that he would come- 
over immediately with a doctor. A 
little while later. Trishuldhari Singh 
arrived ar Miss Das' house in a car 
with Vinod Kumar, a medical repre* 
seniative, and Rafihuvar Jha, the son 
of Bihar Assembly speaker Radha* 
nandan Jha. While Raghuvar Jha sat 
in the car, Vinod Kumar and Trishul¬ 
dhari Singh want into the house On 
entering Swetnisha's room, they 
found her lying on a cot. While Vinod 





Kumtr attended to Swetnisha, Mr 
SJn^ went to the adjoining room to 
ting up Daltongunj, on e request 
from Mi$$ Das. Meanwhile, after ex* 
amininK Swetnisha's pulse, Vinod 
Kumar sent Nirbhay ICumar to the 
car 10 fetch a packet of ^'medicine." 
The medicine was then administered 
to Swetnisha and the packet re* 
turned tv the car. After a few mi* 
nutes. the three men left in the car. 

Just after their depanure Miss Das 
had two more guests: Prem Sarain 
CarhwuJ. minister uf state for pris¬ 
ons and Ratan Jagwani, a cloth mer* 
chant who was known to be close to 
Sweenisha. After staying for half an 


hour they left It w$ after this that 
Sweenisht's condirioa ttasted to de* 
leriorete and at around 3.30 am oo 6 
May she died, K.K. Jha was called 
who issued a death certificate stat¬ 
ing that Swetnisha Trivedi had died 
due to **interna] haemorrhage." 

The. statements of Miss Das. 
Trishuldbari Singh and Nirbhay 
Kumar show that any further inves¬ 
tigation into the case would definite* 
ly involve some leading Congresstl) 
politicians who would have to 
answer some embarrassing questions. 
Were they then eKercisini pressure 
on the CM to scuttle the case? On the 
night of 2S May some 30 MLAs of the 


Bihar Assenbly (whkh Include efl^ 
Janata MLAs) met Dr htiidtra and 
requested him to look into the met* 
ter. Before they left they even Usu^ 
a threat to the CM; If Mishra did 
not act, and soon, he could not count 
on their support in the coming 
Assembly session. It is believed that 
Dr Mishra agreed to look into the 
matter. The next day, Dr MUhra 
declared that the case would be 
transferred to the CBl. thus giving 
breathing time to the ULAs an^ 
perhaps, some time for the parsons 
involved in Stgecnisha^s alleged mur* 
der to destroy the evidence before 
the CBl agrees to take up the case. 
Seumitra Bunerjee 


The PM's overdue visit 


Chandigarh; Mrs Indira Candhi*s 
one day lour of Punjab, on 29 May. 
createa the impression that ihe 
state's crisis will continue for some 
time at least Evidently, she has 
decided to fight the Akali agitation 
at a politicu) level. She made it 
amply clear In her speeches at 
Ludhiana. Nuhha and Gurdaspur 
that she would not succumb to any 
ressure in settling (he issues that 
ave shaken the slate. 


The three mammoth public meet¬ 
ings which the Prime Minister 
addressed were, apart from an^hing 
else, a great show uf strength tor the 
Congressd). Although she did not 
attack the Akalis vituperatively. she 
minced no words in saying rhai she 
would stand firm in the face of the 
Akali demands. Referring to the de¬ 
mands, Mrs Gendhi said tnat as some 
of them concerned other states too, 
these states would have iq be con¬ 


sulted. **1 have been doing what was 
in my hands. The religious demands 
have been concededi" she said, 
adding that chose pursuing the path 
uf agitation and violence should now 
come to the negotiating table and 
call a stop to the forces Irom within 
and outside ihat were deliberately 
trying m weaken the country. 

Dressed in a maroon seiwar 
khameei with a duparra covariniher 
head, (the traditional dress of Pun* 
jabi women), Mrs Gandhi won over 
the hearts of the audiences when she 
said chat the patriotism of tha Sikhs 
was never m any doubt. She main¬ 
tained that ch^ nave always fought 
and sacrificed for the freedom of the 


Afr> GandAi with chit/ minuter ^rbara Singh: nor succumbing (o pressures 









ihto Ri««tioi did not discuss any 
formula or proposal from the centre 
on their demands, for. according, to 
bim, there is neither such a formula 
nor proposal. He criticised the Prime 
Minister's statementt thai the Akalis 
had lost contra] over the apiacion 
and also denied that Mr Harkishan 
Sin^ Surjeet (CP1*M) leader, met 
with any Akali leader tvith a propose 
al from the centre. 

Jagdeo Singh Talwandi and Sukh* 
jindar Singh, known supporters of 
the miJitani Sikh leadership, were, 
however, conspicuous by their abs* 
snce. Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindran- 
wale has bora repeatedly saying in 


bis daily speeches from Manji Sehib 
that any sertUreent with the ceritre 
on the party's demands would be 
reached only with the approval of 
the Sikh Sangat Akalis. Tner«fore, 
the decision that any settlement 
made by Longowal wim the centre 
will be accepted by the entire Sikh 
pantb, has been seen as another 
attempt to shake the militant Sikh 
leader. What ultimately happens will 
now depend upon tile opposition 
meeting scheduled to be Held In 
Delhi on IS June and another Akali 
agitation reportedly scheduled for 
1/ June 

Rita Shama 


ASSAM 


Saikia gains time 

Cauhnti: An uneasy calm seems to 
have settled over Assam after the 


country and their achievements on 
(be economic front were also well* 
known. She further said, dipJoinati* 
cally, that both Hindus and Sikhs 
from Punjab have always been in the* 
vanguard, both in the defence of (he 
country as well as in che. all round 
development of the state, but more 
was expected from (hem particularly 
as they lived in a very sensitive 
border state. Giving her explanation 
for this sudden visit, Mrs Gandhi 
said. "I have not come to Punjab 
with any particular mission. My visit, 
in fact, was overdue. I had not come 
after the 1960 elections in which the 
Congress(l) had won with a thump* 
ing majority in the Lok Sabha and 
the state Assembly. I wanted to 
thank you for it.” 

Inevitably, the subject of national 
secutity and the necessity for a 
strong centie was broached over and 
over again. Mrs Gundhi continuously 
stressed that the country would not 
be allowed to disintegrate and its 
honour would be protected at any 
cost. However, she stated, if all the 
states started agitations, it would 
lead the country nowhere. Strongly 
opposing the demand for more pow^ 
ars to (he state, she used (he analogy 
of parents and children—if the pa* 
rents are weak they would be in no 
position to look after rh.sjr children; 
similarly, if the centre is weak it 
cannot take good cere of the states. 
And today, she argued, a strong 
centre is all che more necessary in 
order to meet the country's economic 
crisis and external threat. Merely a 
day after (he Prime Minister's visit, 
the Youth Congressfl) organised a 
silent peace march at Amritsar, in 
which nearly 70.000 YC(li workers 

S ircicipated. Interestingly, almost 
) per cent of the processionists 
were Sikhs in order to contest the 
claim that the Akali Dal was the only 
party to represent the Sikh com* 
muniry. 

The sttiteday, an emergency meet* 
ing of che Akali Dal took place it the 
T^a Singh Sammundi Hall in AmKt* 
sar. At this meeting the most signifi* 
cant resolution made was that any 
decision regarding the demands ot 
the party, reached by Sant Kar* 
chand Singh Longowal vdth the cen* 
tre. would be acceptable to the en* 
(ire Sikh pamh. Besides the senior 
Akali leaders, the meeting was also 
attended by che district isthedm. 
and par^ MLAs. Former cmef minis 
ter of Punjab. Mr Prakash Singh 
Badal. addressed the press confer 
ence on behalf of the Akali Dal. The 
Akalis turned down che proposal 
made by Mrs Gandhi In hai 
speeches, of suspending the a^ta 
tion. The other major decieton taker 
at the meeting, was to send senlot 
Akali leaders, headed hv Prakaab 
Singh Badal and Mr Gurcharan 
Singh Tohra to Jammu and Kashmir 
10 campaign for the National Coafar* 
tiice candidates, and at the time of 
writing, one team had already (tfi 
for Jammu. Mr Badal dalmac that 


bloodshed and turbulence of the 
February elections. Although the bit* 
terness and hatred, still remain, ihc 
state IS slowly limping back to nor 
malcy under the stewardship of chief 
minister Hiteswar Saikia. However, 
jI is too eerly to gauge whether this 
is due 10 the efforts of the new 
Congress(I)*led administration or 
due to the fact that the accumulated 
violence of years had finally burst 
and spent itself out. Although 
attacks and counter-anacks will con¬ 
tinue, it is unlikely that the fury and 
intensity of the election killings will 
be repeated for a long lime to come. 

Whatever the reasons, Hiteswar 
Saikia seems to be firmly entrenched 
in (he saddle and for the time being 
seems to have the upper hand over 
(he agitationists. The aftermath of 
the unprecedented violence has had 
iu repurcussions on the All Assam 
Students* Union (AASU) executive 
and the temporary suspension of the 
move me nt Is largely to give respite 
to the agitation leadership to reorga* 
nise itself and draw up a fresh 
strategy. 

The first reverberations of the Nel¬ 
lie* killings were felt when an 
attempt was made by the Muslim 


Saik/a; 00 . open dafiaoee 



members of AASU to brine to the 
notice of (he student leaders the 
need to shake off the strong BJP*RSS 
influence in its ranks. This resulted 
in a secret meeting of the Muslim 
students in Cauhati last month. The 
AASU executive, in retaliation, has 
ousted the Muslim leaders, including 
the AASU vice president, Nurul Hus* 
sain and Kamrup dlsirict union pres* 
idem, Neklbur Zaman, and stripped 
(hem of their posts. Their places are 
being sought to be filled by more 
pliant Muslim nfombers of the 
AAbU 

The students have also realised 
the folly of antagonising the power¬ 
ful tea gardens and rribul communi¬ 
ties of tne state, and are attempting 
CO build (heir bridges with both these 
groups. A number of meetings have 
already taken place among tribal 
leaders and the AASU bigwigs. Peel¬ 
ers are also being sent to the tea 
labour, indicating that the Assamese 
have noouarrel with them. However, 
it is unlikely that at this late stage 
(hey can count on the active support 
of any of these groups. Meanwhile, 
examinattons which had been post¬ 
poned due to the elections are now 
on in full swing in the state. Until 
these are over in early September, 
no fresh agitational programme will 
be announced. 

The AASU leaders are also waiting 
9 for the verdict on a writ petition 
” filed by a private cititen of Gauheti 
challenging the validity of che 
A»emb]y elections based on the 
1979 electoral roUs. The case is sche*. 
duled to come up for hearing some¬ 
time in July. The ex-chairman of the 
Purban^aliya Loka Parishad, the 
ebullient mbaran Bora, has also 
filed a peiitjon in che Cauhati High 
Coiirr, claiming that in declaring and 
conducting the Assam elections, the 
election commission has disregarded 
all provisions of the Constitution and 
(he Representation of che People's 
Act. iUDOhg the respondents in¬ 
cluded in the case are Prime Minis¬ 
ter Indira Gandhi, the chief election 
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commissioner uf Imiia and rhe 
electoral officer of Assam Mr Bora 
will be arguing his own case when ii 
comes up for hearing. 

As verdicison hulh these cases are 
awaited, chief minister Hiceswar 
Saikia b going about reramping the 
untire adminiKti ative setup in a bid 
to bridge the vdHiiing gap between 
the adm in IS (ration and the pctiple. 
Although the miijoriry community of 
Assam refuses to recognise the guv* 
ernment. the chief minister claims 
that *‘a lot nf people including the 
Kuiigmmis who were once tu 

the elect Kins, come to see im every* 
dav." Ho fools that rhis gnveriimenl 
b sreadily coming closer tu the peo* 
pie as IS testified by ihe long queues 
wailing outside the Janata Bhavati to 
meet him and hb colleague.c. 

While at iho moment. Mr Sbikia b 
nut phigu^ by dissidonce Uko other 
0'MCfess(n chief ministers, he has 
ruffled quite a lew puwc'ilcil feathers 
within the party A enmnum tom* 
plaint against him is that he dues nut 


Shillong: I lie mei gei of Meghalaya's 
two major regional parties—the All 
Parrs Hill Lrader«:' Conference 
(APHiX') and the 11 ill Stale PeoploN 
Uemocranc Party tllbPUP^ii in 
the offing. The leaders uf the two 
PHI ties have now realised that unless 
thev vomc lugethei. ihe CungressH) 
nr anv <»ther national party will ex¬ 
ploit (he Miuatioii. Since IS71l.*nu 
party has been able u> gain nhsnlute 
maioiuy m the ntate’s Assembly 
polls iHicause uf the plethura of re* 
gional parties in the fray and (he 
consequent splitting of vote.s. It re* 
suited in ilie periodicaIly-changing 
coalition governmem. with Congres* 
s(lii on occasions, holding (he upper 
hand. The urgency for a iiniiv of 
regional parties was felt hy (he lead* 
m when the thiec porty Meghalaya 
United Parliamentary PaiiytMUPFl 
goveinineni was toppled m April by 
(he Congressdi in a wily game of 
defection. Both the APHI.C and the 
HSPDF were constituents uf rhe 
MUPH. 

A veil of secrecy has been thrown 
aruund the merger move. Mr B. B. 
Lyngduh. ihe AFHLC leader and 
iniriator of this mos'e. ia still tr^t* 
lipped. When ihb correspondent cal* 
1^ 011 him at his newly rented house 

at Laltumkhrah on 17 May, he ra* 
fus^ tu divulge^ihei (he nature or 
progress of the talks rdlatihf to the 
merger. The HbPDP generalMcret* 
ary. W. Syicmiong» however, told 
SUNDAY that (ill the third week of 
May three rounds of talks had been 
held between the leadeai 'uf the 
parries on the proposed mer^; He 


take any of his ministers into coofi* 
dence. preferring to operate, in¬ 
stead. with a close coterie of civil 
servants whu owe personal loyalty to 
him since the days he was. the 
emergency home minister. Besides 
the Pradesh ConivesstI) president, 
Hi»reji Talukdar. who is t^nly sulk¬ 
ing fur not getting the chief minis- 
ler&hip, certain powerful ex 
mini<teiN are also unhappy wnth the 
portfolius allotted tu them. However, 
at the mu men r. chances of open 
defiance may be luled out as the 
high command will not enenuroge 
any dissidence and «eetRS to have 
full confidence in Saikia. Wrthin ihe 
next lew months, the chief minuter 
will ha\e to prow whethei or not he 
is capable of bringing the state back 
onto thi* rails and healing the wars 
that have maned the social fabric of 
A^sitm in the lasi four years And this 
cannot be done hy tlic* divide and 
lule p^duv favoured hy the Con- 
grcssiU 

Seemu (iiiha 


cipk* to hiirv (huh scpaiaie idenli* 
lies and come logerhcr tn form a new 
statc*lMsc*d pai IV ^f 1 Syieminng. foi* 
mvr speaker and minister, further 
s;iid ihai rhe merger would be 
effected ui plia-a*s and hinted that 
the talks would l.ike langiblv shape 
ill j month's Nine A mh.ikiii of the 
.AFHIl leader ship feels that Mate's 
rhiiil it-gjonal paiiy. the Fublic* Ue* 
m.md lm]>lemi*nia(ion CommitieelP* 
Uli'i. should also he brought under 
the ha«iiu-i ot (he new party. PDIC's 
controversial pit-sident. Marlin 
Narayaii Majaw. told SUNDAY that 
he had .dreadv In-en approjihctl hy 
Mr Lyngdoh in iliis'regard. 

Mr l.vngdoh. who was Meghalaya's 
CM tor two let IRS said (hat (he 
tnluls shiltdd lie taken iri(o confi* 
denci' at all Mages of the merger 
sdfoils. Perhaps this *expi,*dns why 
the one*tiine rivals—the HSPl)^ 
prcMdmt and former MP. Hoping* 
stone Lyngdoh. and B. B. Lyngdoh— 
lointly addressed a public rally at 
Mawkhar area of the city recently to 
condemn the defectors who joined 
the Congresstfi'led Meghalaya 
Democratjc Front <.UDF). Ao agita* 

against the Congresjil). wnrh a 
view tu turning the tribal mind in 
favour uf the merger, is on the cards. 

Mr Lyngdoh. Mr Syiemiong and Mr 
Majuw. in separate conversations* 
stressed the need fur a distincr line 
of demarcation between reuonalism 
and national interest. Said Mr Lyng* 
doh. “New Delhi should stop med- 
dlina in our affairs The tribaU 
shoiud be allowed to develop accord¬ 
ing io their genius.** He endorsed the 
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oiinisters for more powers to the 
states. Mr Majaw said, "Hobody 
should doubt our patriotism. It Is 
now a proven fact that the iribah did 
their maximum to feed the refugees 
from erstwhile Cast Pakistan and 
help in the liberation of Bangladesh. 
But that does not mean we will 
always .submit to the centre's policy 
of regimentation." He felt that the 
state government should always 
safeguard the interests of the tribsls, 
'‘otherwise we would be swamped by 
The outsiders," He demanded chat 
President Zaii Singh should Im* 
mcdiatdv give assent (u the Me^a- 
Inya Regulation of employment Bill, 
IPhO. which seeki lu regulate jobs in 
(he state for non-indigenous persons. 
He opihised the family planning 
drive umona the iribals and sup* 
ported the plea for an increase of (he 
tribal population. Said Mr 
Sviemiona. "Defence, external- 
affairs ana commuincatiuiis are the 
leulie's preserve. We never contest 
(his In return it <New Oelhil should 
allow UN the unJi-tputad sway over 
our nghi< " 

(luw’uver. some i>bsiac]e» on (he 
way to (ho merger remain. There i» a 
legacy of pursunahtv funds between 
the leader^ of AFJlLc and HSl'DF 
The coalition guveriimeni between 
them, forged in 197R. had tn break 
up in the wake of intermittent squab* 
blus among the U'odeis, The Niipiiori 
bases of these two parties are also 
conrradicfury. While APHLC is elii- 
isi. (he HSFDF has a rural uuihiok, 
with its moorings mainly in ihe west 
Khasi hills. The PDIC would prefer 
an alUancc with the HSPDP rather 
than with rhe APHLC. Said Mr Ma* 
jw. '•The APHLC is a party of 
eaders. with no fuliowing. On rhe 
other hand, the HSPUP has sizable 
roUuwing. with no lender worth the 
name." 

The merger moves are accompa* 
iiied by a predicuble su^e in re- 

( ponal chauvinism. There is a snow* 
lalling demand to put pressure on 
the centre lu give assent to the 
sensitive Meghalaya Land Transfer 
Act, which Seeks (o restore the alien* 
ated tribal land with restrospeciive 
effect from 2b January 19S0 Recent* 
ly, (he demand fur giving a tribal 
riame to the state found favour in the 
Assembly. The Khasi Studenta' Un* 
ion (KSO), a militant student orga* 
nisation, is fast emerging as a ral* 
lying point for students and ybucha. 
Stridently chavinistic. it harps on the 
pet theme uf Khasi identity. Robert 
Kharshiing. presidenc of )(StJ, said 
(hat thfr organisation would soon 
move the state government (p an* 
force "inner line regulation" on the 
entry uf non*Khasis m the state. Will 
the merger bring an end to the 
poll rival uncertainty in (he state, 
wMch II already a communal and 
ethnic divide? Or will it spawn a 
militant wave of tribalism? Pictures- 

S ue Meghalaya may. perhaps, noi be 
le same again. 

rthiMh 


MEGHALAYA 

Pressure tactics 


ORISSA 

Long-term 
preparation 


Cutiack: The manner in which Biju Fetnaik has been 
' ping around the state, holding puolk maeiLDgt> Janata 
.Party workers' raJiics and suenglhenmg (ha party's 
organisational setup, pvas the impression that elections 
to the state legislature are round tW corner. Despite the 
fact (hat the I^ngresstl) government's tenure will last 
till mid'June 19^5 (unless sonething wi/oreaeen hap* 
pens), the irrepressible Janata leader ms been announc* 
mg the kind of catchy slogans that ars heard only during 
election campaigns. 

Biju Patnaik. along with other party leaders, hat 
already moved uround to all the 14 districts of the state 
on a month’s hurricane tour.According to all reports, his 
meetings even in reinoie comers of (he.Hate were 
invariably welhaitended. Obviously, sucb heartening 
turnout has restored the vigour and fUmboyaoc disposi* 
tltff) he used to have l>efore nis heart operation last year. 
The Janara Purty's offensive under Biju Painaik's com* 
mar)d i> (he result of two factors. First is that a 
formidahk united apposition party, following (ha mer 
gar of rhe 1/ik Dal. Janata and Coneress(8) anda faciion 
of (he Bharatiya lanata Party (BjF) under (he Janata 
flag has come into being with all the potential of an 
eiivrnative to (he Congress 4l). Second u the fact that 
the J. B Patnaik guvei.imenr. battered elroosi daily by 
party infighting and by (he exposure of a saries « 
ican'dalh within the last few months, is (orally on the 
defensive and is demoralised. 

The opposition armoury has been continuously rein* 
forced with enuu^ ammunition to attack (he J. B. 
Patnaik ministry, the various scandab, conung in quick 
luicession, have been a godsend for Biju Painaik as they 
cropped by just after his non<ommuniit unity, .provid* 
ing the united forum enough issues with which to stir 
the public mind. 

Inspired hy the public response to Jus meetings, Biju 
Patnaik has decided to launch agitational programmei 
from this monih at block and district levels leadiflg 
ultimately to an Orissa ha/idh. Cooperatioo is also beiftg 
aougbt from other opposition parties outside the Janata 
fold, like rhe CPI. CPJ(M). Bjt and abo the non lNTDC 
trade unions, in order to broadbaae the ga^'B^^mnent 
struggle. The impression that the Janata will win. rhe 
next elecrlon in the state is also reflected in tbe brbk 
activities in the parry office at Bhubaneswar, whidi, till 
a yaar ago, wore a desolate look. Aspiring candidates 
and those seeking favours throng the office gll day. 
particularly when Biju Patnaik is there. There b already 
an undercurrent of rivalry bordering on infilling, not 
merely between the three consituents of the united 
party but also within the predominant lok Dal segment. 

The Janata section, comprising mainiy the erstwhile 
aocialists, and the Congres^S) faciion, without a worth¬ 
while cadre are suspicioiis about getting their due quota 
of these favours. They are disgruntled about the doini* 
nance of the young Lok Dal group led by Ashok Das and 
Srikanta Jena. Admittedly, this group b in tbe vanguard 
,of (he current anti j. B. Patnaik movefthe result is^ Ju 
hold on him is increasing. This has gWeA rise to the 
feeling among other senior leaders that tbeir position in 
the party may be getting eroded. The young Lok Dal 
group’s dislike of these senior leaders, who, they say. 
Save not shown dynamism while in power, b given vent 
to during the informal discussions of party affairs. 
Under the circumstances, a dpscfieu is davelopiag 
between the older Lok Dal baders and thab couefar 
pans in the Janata and the Congress (S) factions. 

9.P. Nanda 
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Turn to Bombay Tiles to 
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Magic windmill 


A magic trick with a stick, a pin, 
and soiajt. thin wooden or aluminium 
foiis? U*s possible and doesn't re* 
quire much effort. Ail you have lo do 
II make notches on a wooden stick as 
shown in the diagram, attach a small 
propellar cut from a thin, wooden 
strip or aluminium foil at the end of 
the slick with the help of a pin 
jammed into rite stick. (The hnliow 
should be a little lugger than the 
diameter of the pin, so chat the pin is 
able to rotate in the hotel With 
another stick to stroke the notches, 
yuur magic windmill is ledy. 

Holding your forefinger un the far 
side of the notched .stick and your 
thumb on the near hide, run the 
stroking stick back and forth along 
the notches us shown in tac diagram. 
As you are stroking, if you let your 
forefinger press against the notched 
stick, the propeller will turn in one 
direction. On lousenmg vour forcfin* 
ger and Jetting your thumb press 


Spot what's wrong 





Can you make out whal is wrong 
with this picture? 


Figure this out 


Draw the diagram shown below 
without lifting the pencil off the 
paper or retracing any line. 


against the iikk stroking the stick 
back and forth all the while, the 
propelier will turn in the opposite 
direction. You may find that the 
stroking stick is soaewhai tilted in 
opposite directions in both the cases. 

To pustle your friends about the 
change of direction of spin, you can 
slyly shift from the forefinger to the 
thumb. 

If you want something more spec* 
tacufar. put four rotors on the stick 
as shown. You can repeal the feat as 
in the previous case. 

This happens because of ihe vibra* 
tie ns generated in different direc* 
cions when you change the pressure 
from the forefinger to the thumb and 
vice*versa. driving the propeller in 

different rotation phases. 


Bird calls and songs 


Your ears can play a k^ role in 
locating birds. To start with, a bird- 
«f ate her should learn to distinguish 
bird calls from songs. When a bird 
calls to others of its species—on 
finding food or sensing danger—it is 
usually a short, shrill sound. Some* 
times Dirds of different spenes also 
cake note of each others warning 
calls and then warn away predators. 

A song, on tne other hand, is 
longer and melodious and can be 
mostly heard befm or in the course 
of the breeding season—only the 
males of the song-bird species sing— 
and rarely in midsummer. 

But if the birds still remain elusive 
you can attract them with squeaking 
sounds made by kissing the back of 
your hand. 


Solution 


Do you know? 





A study by Samuch Milham of the 
Washington state department of so¬ 
cial ano health services is cause for 
ftome alarm. On going through the 
death records of 43h,000 males 
Milham has found that workers ex¬ 
posed to strong magnetic fields 
generated by electric currents have 
twice the chance of suffering from 
leukaemia. The dangers ar^ more 
acute for aluminium workers, radio 
and TV repairmen, and movie pro* 
jccilonlsts, among others. 


SCIENCE EVENTS 

HOW did tliv dioo<mirs disappedr 
from the face of the earth? This 
question has tniiigued scieiuisu 
and laymen fur over lf>0 years. Dr 

i atnes tovciock and Michael 
llaby two renowned scientists, 
have come up with un explanation 
in their late\t lK>ok. The Great 
Bxtitwiion^ They think thai dino* 
saurs were the victims of acid rain 
which devastated our pJaiiei about 
711 million yeais auo. The acid luin 
was caused hv a comer which en¬ 
tered (lu* armo»plivre. 

DEEP Rover can tuke you right to 
the boitom nf the sea. It's not just 
another KUbmarine: vou can drive it 
like a car—the controls are so sim¬ 
ple that it will take you barely half 
a day to master them. This one-man 
craft is ociuallv an timJerwaicr heli¬ 
copter, designed by mechanical cn* 

E ineer (jraham Hawkes and marine 
ntanssi Sylvia Earle the Califor¬ 
nia Academy of Sciences. Deep 
Rover is sphencul*Nhai:«d, five feet 
wide and live mchos (hick. It has iu 
propeller at the back, enabling it toi 
move at twice the speed of any 
ordinary submarine, and even to 
hover in the sea—Just like a heli¬ 
copter. 

THIS little tricycle is actually | 
meant for handicapped people; but, 
wu too can have lots of fun with it.' 
Though it looks very much like the 
common hand-operated cycle. It 
actually runs on solar energy. The 
tricycle ha.t been developed by 
Central Electronics Liuilted, Uttar 
Prade.sh. It is fitted with a 24-volt 
DC motor which is powered by a set 
of two l2-vplt balterien. The^ bat¬ 
teries are, in turn, powered bv a 
solar power pack which has been 
fitted on the tricvcle in the form of, 
the roof. It can attain a speed of 
eight kmph.and can run for about 
12 km a day. You can even ped.il ir 
by hand- 
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My one imbitlon is to win Winib* 
ledon ond thit's the reason why I 
keep pUyinf fennis—Vi>4v 
Amrjtrej in Iv^ktfvd Review 
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MFNDKAR: They work in Pakisten. 
but sieep in India. Th)s is the fate of 
ten fomilies in Rulaktn area for whom 
the election authorities have set up a 
pollinit booth within hand shakingdiS' 
taiice of the line c»f actual control. 
Their cuUivatJon land lies in Pakistan 
while their houses are in India and the 
line of actual control psses right 
through the middle nf their front yard. 
The tamilies who are alt registered 
Indian ciiitens have been given spe¬ 
cial permission by the Army author 
ities on both sides to cross the frontier 
at will. However, the produce that 
comes from their land goes to Pakia* 
tan—^ratesman (Saurabh Tiwari, 
Varanasi) 

AJMER; More than 10«000 child mar¬ 
riages were performed on IS May in 
Reiasthan on the occasion of 
Akhaieej. an auspicious day for mar¬ 
riages. An average of SO to 60 mar 
riages were performed la ever^ i^- 
lage. Several parents had settled the * 
marriage of their children months be- 
fore tneir birch. Child brides and 
bridegrooms were seen sleeping on 
chair parents’ laps, unaware of what 
was going on. One tmponant feature of 
the ceremony on this auspicious day is 
that the traditional pandit—the man 
usually present to perform the rites¬ 
la not called. An elderly man of che 
family or the village performs the 
rites—TeJegrapfi (Pannalal Paul. 
Meibang) 

BHOPAL: Modern Brnt^nnalai. 
eunuchs who number about 2,500 all 
over India, met at Ra^ur, Madhya 
Pradesh. It was a sort of get together 
and its leader, Munoibai. said they had 
no meetinu, no eienda, no demands 
and no d^ates. Some lime back a 
conference of eunuchs, held at Eiewas. 
aent a telegram to the President sug* 
Mating (bat a eunuch be appointed 
Prime Minister. The reason: eunuchs 


have no children who would misuse 
parental power to enrich themselves. 
At Raipur, the eunuchs frmn Madras, 
Bombay. Delhi. Hagpur. Bhopal, 
Jaipur and Ahmedabao organised two 
processions and offered rbadario Ban- 
jarfwala Baba alias Sheikh Baba who 
died a few months beck and had a 
followina of people of all denumtna^ 
itons. Following tradition they 
adopted a Raipur girl as ''daughter of 
eunuchs" ana gave her costly pre 
acnis —Hfiidu (V. Viswanadban. Cal¬ 
cutta). 

HISSAR: After mock fires, muck raids, 
now it is mock robberies. The incident 
in which a local bank was robbed of Rs. 
34.750 on 12 May was an "exercise” to 
test the lien ness of the police. Mr 
V.N. Heei, senior superintendent of 
police said. The exercise was aimed at 
judging the efficiency and efficacy of 
the pouce communication system and 
gauging the preparedness of the hank 
authorities 10 meet this eventuality, he 
added. Pour young constables In 

C Uinclothes were dressed up as rob- 
srs with pistols and guns without 
cartridges and ammunition The police 
started serious investigations. little 
knowing that it was a fake robbery. 
The "robbers” were apprehended near 
Guodan village. A naryana govern¬ 
ment spokesman in Chandigarh de¬ 
scribed the robbery reports as a cruel 
joke on the readers—/ndtan Express 
(K. fCaramcheii, Tirupatil. 

RAJKOT: Pneon authorities in Gu- 
jarar are in search of a hangman to 
executo the death sentence of one 
Shashikam Meli accused in a triple* 
murder case. In the absence or a 
professional hangman in the state the 
authorities have decided lo approach 
Maharashtra as the date of execution 
ia nearing. Presently lodged in o jail in 
AhmedaMd. Shnshikant Mali, a fac 
tcTyf Workdr, had stabbed three mem¬ 
bers of the family of a lawyer to death 
“it ftajkOLHe was sentenced to death 
by the seasions court and later the 
judgement was confirmed by the High 
Court end the Supreme Court. His 
mercy plea was also rejected by the 
President -^Indian Express <K. N. 
Satyanarayana. Bangalore). 

# 

MUNGERr A group of girl examinees 
at a college centre went on a rampage 
and beat up three women teachers on 
invigilaiion duty for expelling one of 
the Students adopting unfair means at 
the iasermediate examination. The 
sttuatiofi; was brought under control 
after M police arrived. One of the 
teachers sustained bleeding injuries 
and her ear rings and nose-pin were 
snatched away, police said. So far 40 
hoys and the ten girls were expelled 
for using unfair means at the examina¬ 
tions Id different centres of the dis¬ 
trict—/ndtan Nation (Satish Prasad. 
Munger). 


Comni^ 

Some people are fur a weak cen¬ 
tre. But the centre is the mother 
and father of the country and if it 
is weak, who will look after the 
little children (the states)...who 
will protect them if the nation is 
attacked?—Mrs Gandhi, on the 
Akali agitation 

Nu power on earth will affect this 
friendship—Ramakrishna Hegde. 
Karnataka CM on the close coop¬ 
eration among Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 

The onlv significance of the (Vi¬ 
jayawada) mealing was that we 
mot foi the liisi time—Jagjlvan 


met foj the 
Ram 


What was new about it ithe Vi¬ 
jayawada c<inclave)? They (the 
opposition leaders) have alw^s 
joined hand.-' against us—Mrs 
Gandhi 

What I would like to see at the 
nutinnal level is an all partv rule, 
not nne pariv rule—NiR In The 
H't-ek 

Detecting teal foreigners in a 
Herculean task. It i« tu.t a ques¬ 
tion uf pUking up an Englishman 
or a Negro! We’re the same peo¬ 
ple, vpvaking the same Ian- 

f uage—h.C dinha. former Assam 
M 

The Communi-4i Left in India first 
supfHirted Sohrti and then Indira 
Gandhi...the survival of ihe Cum¬ 
in unists depend» upon a double 
protection—(he protection of 
whoever rules DolKi and that of 
Muscow-'J .D Set hi m tadian Ex¬ 
press 

I don’t tru>i poUtivianN—(hey are 
liars. J am nut a pohiician— 
Farooq Abdullah in Indistt Ex¬ 
press magurine 

it is not vour crisis, it is not my 
crisis—Pierre Mauroy, French 
PM. to a group of unemployed 
youths^ on the inTemaiional eco¬ 
nomic crisis - 


Nt » •• rvy 



Sonodyne SX 500,600,900-the only Speakers in India 
with original Japanese Woofers,Tweeters* and Midrange 


The Wooftrs ere Japanese The Cone Tweeters 
are Japanese. The Midrange is Japanese. 

No Inoian Speaker System coufd be more 
Japanese. And you know, Japanese technotogy 
in electronics is legendary. 

Among the outstanding characterratlos of 
Sono^ne 'SX' Speakers: a unique bass-reflex 
with twin port design. An immaculate stereo 
presentation within the full frequency rar>g€. 
without distortion. Low harmortlc content giving 
music a life-like quality. Competitively priced, yet 
incorporating superb features and Japanese 
components, yet to be found In a single Indian 
Speaker System! 

Sonodyne *SX' Woofers « These cone-type high 

efficiency woofers, $00 to $S0 rnm In diameter. 

E ive a clean and ger>uine low bass. At any volume 
fvel. 

Sonodyne 'SX' Tweatara —The tweeters have 
been socially matched to give you interference- 
free brilliant highs 


Sonodyne Mdnnge (SX 900) ^ This high* 

K wffM midrartge prevents interaction with tha 
V frequency trarrMucer and delivers crisp, 
clear reproduction. Free from coloration/phase 
errors. 

Sonodyne ‘SX* Base Reflex with Twin Port 
Peeign — A special crossover r>elwork 
guaranteeing an unmatched musical 
reproduction and a highly sensitive bass 
response 

We can go on and on abou t the 'SX ’ Series 
advancements. 'SX' 500/600/900 having an input 
power of 50.60.90 Watts per channel 
respectlv^. About the SX’ 500.600 having a 
2-way, 2 speaker system. Or the 'SX' 900 havmg a 
3-way. 3 speeker e>^em. 8ut we ll just say that 
Sonoma Speaker ^stems^re the perfect 
answer for people with a ear for music and a head 
for money. Listen to them at your nearest 
Anodyne dealer today i 

•Cone fwwfers onfy. 


SONODYNE 


—The neme that'* mueic to your ears. 















A d Mik ftbour OMpti 

iVivvWkaTlBf mn ctfAir 
with • PakiftAni actor wko 
badwofkodwickkorloa 
filscaDod Dm«o JUatn 
which «v liioi abroad, U 
*all oooMoaa* 

10 Doapti. *k !• Toiy paiB' 
MiohaaraOthoot 
rusonra If ^aro wai 


(ha«a OM who ara juat mj 

frioada. AhI DOlfUBpOiOd 

lo have okale friaiidrr Aad 
wbeo win maoaa Mart 


for a cfaaBfa?* aaha Deep' 
d, vrtkoea career b pet to 
tue off. 

*|^oiBa e favour can 
X^caoee a lot of trouMa 
at dmot ac Jf ar Ithhar 
raaUaed roecnt|r. Hb 
Mead Jt^foev Cbow^vy, 
offiaad hiai the role oi a 
parchodc IcUUr.rapcet and 
ptea which wee tailor* 
aBM for Raj. EaJ reabted 
fer sooiettaa and chan 
rejected the offer oat* 
riiuit. R a joev how e v er 
dmt etarr the fibn nd 
didn't off ar the roU to aap 
othv actor. 8ia ■■**^*^ Id- 
ter ha caZkad to Rai aaaln 
and ho fte^ docJM to 
do tbo roto. ifow orerv 

ochor fUttMakar aib uni 
fa pli^ a rala. 


Soiifa Pad/r rtomuirbraneri 


thote deyi. It ii not that 
ihe b not acriaa* Thare atr 
many films on fna floon 
but SiBMe b aolna at a 
slow Dice $ne has roal* 
isod tnai quantity resUjr 
nars quality af ter sona 
very bed experiences like 
Beale AT! A4$ and ihakri 
and she hsi leerni her las* 
sons the hard way. ”Vo 
more multbtarrtrs for oie 
and no more film where I 
have to juii stand around 
like a decorative piece. 
Yet, there was a nma 
when I wanted to try ev* 
erythiqa. 1 wanted to 
prove that I could do Ay* 
chine. phase is over 
DOW and I aa very serious 
about my wvk. Iw films 
to come in the near future 
will prove that I am very 
serious,* Salta ays. 81a 
b cryiui her bast tolteep 
away from all romentk 
and other COB troversiae. 
Goasip abo has stopped 
affecdni her. 

Bahharr diAcic/r sboatfpe 























Fashion Fobrics 


&o*«» PotT?S V 

ttonoatcrA-540 lOQ 
Dofbort^ r^X»'d0OO2O 
CMIV(M»<S ^oen OAVaM;;^0( 6 ’7 00/ 


•wf cc.»ror, vail ;i tr» 

»t:F« r «»■ r'^lal«0 V* 

' NtH^rurvi PrM 


^0\us . 




























* « 








I * 




. ,r^'>^ i. L.';^.)» 

tv.-.-: :-?;,i4 'iJ 

1/ I 




■'v-.i-- 


*'*• 


SV,. 


From the dawn of the world, to the ends of the earth 
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At about l/3rd the cost with V 

Lyalin Nutiesoy 

With prices soariog. LyaH's Notresoy soya food Is a rMariable low-cost answer to 
nourishing moaJs on a budget. LyaJl s Nutresoy adds body and high protein to veg^iisn 
food and makes your non-vegetarian meals go a Umg way as wd. AvaflaUe bi Ghewable 
chunks, each packet of Nutresoy packs In the protein vahie ef 1 kg ^ mutton or.SJ litree 
of milk or 12 eggs. And you can cook It m any style : taidian. Cttritnantel and ^teffael 

OrlDg a pack home today 


lt*8 a good life with Lyall*8 


OAOpOre IMUi. ft GO. tID. 

•SSatlMiOWMtf SVMI. CMwRt-neOII 









Suq^iiceit Begwvting 12 June 



Me n« MI-14 MM 

Ihk vm ^ $ 9trmly 
lOoetf wMk lor you. Your 
I cMdrm IhMy M dQ wii 

III Mf MuMea. You couU 
pfoopy ortothor d o ff iu Mc frontt. lawofl 
M In oooiy inwk^mm U . ’n>«rt m«y bo 
a booM on th» pfoMManoi Mo; Mon. 
mgM bo Anondol goM. Hovmt. do noi 
bo OKtrovogonl onO euM orrMc im- 
outooo. SoM holp from tour 
M Mm: 12. 14 M 16. 

LMkv OMbonr t, 3 ond 9. 



■tm 


TAURUS (19 Ml) 

wooti. your Mjnoo 
IcoiM Mko 0 turn tor Mo 
Mr. Tiron 19 ooopo for 
'protoMionoi impro»» w ii 
in unoipocted woyo. invoMno o fnonool 
upowMg. Pay aitoniion topropony mot- 
(oro. ProfowrarM. a tmynooo tour rntif 
bo in the offing lovon. TM io o irrto tor 
rorrtoftoo; o( th« o»no bmo hortoto mot- 
nmorui nirtoniNpo Mocnotfy. 

QM dolor 13 , 1 S ono 17 . 

LMy MOMon; 3. 4 and 6. 



(19 Mo-14 Ml 
Thto tmk 19 unfovourobto 
for toktog unnocaooary 
noki and gOfTtokng. Evy- 
cifaoourogo and poaonco 
m ceptog wrM prolo m onai arto domo i h c 
probivno. Do not slofi any rm$ bumnooa 
vonlurao. An oniorprtong ipn and good 
Sanaa wH hotoyou. Keap your tompor m 
control. Ba cMumapoct arto tacM m 
daalMg wiM poopto 


16, 17 vto 16. 

UMr ■pMik I. 7 aad I. 
NninMi SkadtoK NorM-woai. 


CAfim(16MHl4ito|ad| 

IA happy and al-round busy 
I tooik may la ahaad of you. 
I Aoko can ba toM> as tong 
fas you GonauO atoars y 
Moaa in ouMority. You may ba lucMy 
ragardk y lagal auHs or maMrW mittars 
parUcutorty «hM Ma Haip kom aacraf 
sourcas. Tbe ama it favourMa for mak- 
ii>g daaifablo changoo. 

I6M 6Mia: 13. 16. M 17. 

6. 7. and 9. 

South. 




UOiniMpMl 14. 

Ml Thara may ba atoady 

I proyoM orf Ma pnatoMton- 
M flora las lfc o to fMtrietoi 
Jgain Mto waak. CmotoyM 
mid prova holpAd «to l■w1ot^fto>J■^ 
B i to Maoi ff ton. tsa ■ a good »aak tor 
ptorvsng Mr tovaoMtonts. Piotoatoortol 
Mngtoo may haw a M to ftoro tor tftom. 
Oi Mt oMar hand mwTtod OKtotoo may 
ajftorrlftooao vaok. 

Road dMn: t2, 14 and 16. 

UMy Mai ns. 1. 2, and S. 



MRM 09 tdplMM-14 

OcMMI A buoy and hacbe 
waak may M ahaad of you. 
iThooa appaahng tor ai- 
OTto wid do «aN 
Trawaara. you may undorMa a toumay 
whM you.poatoonad toM yaar Chach 
astravaganea. You may banafll Mrough 
unaspacMd tourcaa You may ret ba 
kiOcy m tout 6 m m%tk but ai Ma soma 
bma woman may tiolp you unoxpactodly. 

12. 19 M 16. 

$. 6 and a. 

Waal. 



LliRA (U OsUkar-M 
HavatoM) You rr^ got 
many opportunttias lor 
maU^ usaful cSwigas tlM 
waak which you musl act 
on. A auddan upfum of torkma may 
rastors your c o nUdorK a . but do nol ba 
ovar-oparrMbc. You may ba sweSvad m a 
tom attm. in wtsoh caaa ba ci r w i nip a t i 
Ba totorant of your tomdy mambars. 
aapaeaaly oU paopto. 


: 14. 17 and 16. 
3. 4 told 6. 





|19 

tim 

ba (atoy lavourabto tor mat- 
tors of 6>a Mffti hoapfvar. 
do not ba dattotod 4 afltofs 
do not prpcood too vnooMfy. Consarys 
Itotf mgy «to oona o lda to your gsns. 
Oo not mtoto now busmats conaaos and 
ba dtoeraat on Ma ftoanctoi fronL 

13. 14 M 16. 

2. 7 and 6. 

Nortbaast. 



By AMRrOAL 



SAunTAMisoe 
14 MWV) im waak Ma 
Mtobon may net ba as 
tavouraUa aa A waa in Mo 
last. Itowavar apart from a 
tohaH oaa. or fnedon wiM a ratoUva, your 
proapac ta took good. 8orvtoamsr> a good 
waak a to stora tor you. Ouam agatoat 
dacap t ion, parbcutofly m mattars ralaflng 
to lova. Tha kma is moat ftwourabla tor 
mlalscluWi and ahtotos. 

6aal dMa: 12. 15 and 17. 

Latoy Mtobsrs: 1. 2 and 4. 

East. 



CAPRICOWdSiiMT 14 
Fskrsary) This waak is 
favourabto for courtship 
and mamaga. Yourtg pao¬ 
pto wM eomributo to your 
Energy and antorbon eould 
rMiAt to suoeass bui ba carsful r>oi io 
MWiasi yourssff physically You may 
makt nmir fnand s . kut ba cwcumapact m 
daakhp anth afdarfy ratotlvsi You rnay 
maka a banafkiU ioumay. 

Quad Ptosr 14. 17 M 19 
Uefey aaMtot.* 5. 6 M 9. 
f a Ma Ma ilMaa: Soum wasi 

.AQUARIUS {15PflMM-t4 
^Mrto) TtMwaak 

.could provida you with 
jPtonty ^ wportuiMet fv 

^ --1 ptoatura. Though you may 

loae MmtMing of vifua to you . you naad 
nof worry about debts and towsubs. 
Sportamah. gambtori and spacutotprs 
may ba m kjch. Buainasaman wik sub- 
caad in c cfto ctog fuvM lo financa now 
yantora a . laoars could brmg good nawa. 
6aai dstos 12. 13 and 14. 

Usky Btonbart. 6. 7 and B. 

FnoanMk dirtcilaa: North. 




(19INis6-14Atoir» 

You may ba financially suc- 
cessfu' Mis waak. Sacral 
aourcas could comributa to 

-your hippiness and 

proapanty. For Moaa wiM domeabc prob- 
larm oogestoon from a farnala ratotrva is 
kkafy and could msutt to aoma aniiaiy 
Veur Mitochial and aitMto pursuiU may 
not make much h aa dw a y Mis waak, 
fiaai dtoes: 16. 17 M 18. 
ucey aMssais: 1. 6 and 7. 
r M u f ibi i MrasbaK South. 


Thoaa bom an talorMya: Thoaa ffho era bom on a Saturday 
era gsnariiy dtoiactortoad by a par a wanno Maa. M a 
petiiygi M ktoM amy brMg tuocaas «i M. They am My to 
haya a Q toiM 01 spiiimtoMa aMatog MM In totor Ha May 


land to sMrIrom a common iitoaaa.Tiwy make Mends easily. 
M era toctcy to leva and manito Mn. They am ganaraPy 
toMUoui and dtoMMU to nMa. Thaaa datooto may causa 
Mam IP ancoMar asMadcs M tovtoty. 
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>000 kiiometres of coastline Praming our peninsula from Gujarat in the west to 
Bengal in the east. 

A coastline populated by 2,00,000 Iml fishing craft. 

For cenruries, people have depended on coastal fishing for a livelihood. 

Yet it’s a IKelihooa of precarious living, fraught with dangerous uncertainties, 
hard work and meagre catches 

Today, however, millions depend on fishing—for food. So much so that it has 
assumec the pro 5 Xirtion 6 of a national industiy. In need of immediate attention. 

At Escorts, we’ve recognised that modernisation can help fishermen improve the 
economics of their livelihood—beginning with a simple outboard motor! 

Escorts’ joint venture with MERCURY MARINE, USA, for the manufacture of 
Mercury Outboard Motors will provide (hat much-needed impetus. Helpir\g 
fishermen tap new fishing grounds; to manoeuvre in turbulent seas, or to race 
home in the face of a hurricane. 

The use of outboard motors can also be extended to cover flood conlix)! 
coastguard activities, waterway and river operations. 

Escorts’ entry into India’s maritime wond also irKludes the commissioning of 
an ulirs-modem, Rs. 22 crore FLOATING DRY DOC^K. 

Automated systems will provide speedy repair facilities to vessels up to 25,000 
tonnes: condensing a week s repair lime to a single day. The dock will also have the 
facilities to repair sophisticated propulsion/navigational components—a task not 
possible with existing dry docks. 

With Indian-registered ships currently spending Rs. 40 croies annually in 
foreign exchange on such a facility abroad. Escorts will help reverse this outward 
(low. 

In turn, the dry dock would earn foreign exchange up to 3 mlUion dollars per 
annum. 

Escorts’ v'enture into India's maritime Industry will not only help optimise the 
catch’ of the fishing Industry, but also generate kmign exchange in ship rx^pair. 

A modernisation approach that will r^p rich rewards for this industry. 

In the ages to come. 


ESCORTS LIMITED 

Giving positive sh^ie to India's tomorrow. 



l>«ctcn and fann EqutpnMni • InduaijM 4. Cdnainieuon « Mo mcycln • AulofnetKv ifhuck Ahaortwni 

4 PlMon AMMittaa * iMlMy AncUartaa * Outbonra Uottra • Hoanns Umneiit* « tky Dock 




...write to friends and lelatives abroad about 
the advantages of saving In India with Canan Bank 


HuriyI Snare (r)e good new^ with your fnends and relatives ovcrvas. Because today their money can 
earn as much as l3Sb interest rf they Dank m Indta. And Decause Canara Sank reaches out to all Irvlians 
abroad with the promise of smooth, speech transactions and effvient service. Indian natKyials or persons 
of Indian or> 9 irTcan open a Non Resident {External) Account m Indian Rupees nr a Foreign Currency 
(Non Resident) Aaount m US Dollars or Pound Sterling 

And to make matters more interesting, the Interest Rates fa Irvsh Term Deposits are; 



1 year and atx)ve but Ins than? years 

2 yean and above but leu than 3 yean 

3 yean and above but leu than 5 ^ar% 

5 years wht above 


% per annum 

10 

It 

12 

13 



And what’5 even Oetter. the interest is exempt from income tan and the deposit is exempt from 
wealth tax under both accounts. And the furvfe are also easdy repatriable abroad! 

Canara Bank c^^ng you one more exerting my to rruto your money ^w. with a wide 

network of branches and the assurance of quick persorulBed servee. And what's more. Canara Bank has 
amangements with At RazouN imemationdl Exchange Cory^any at Oerra, Dubai and Bur. Dubai and also at 
the Canara Exchange Compare. Kcimrt.for safe, sure and speer^ remittances for credrt of your account 
wrth Canara Bank in India. Because Canara Bank reaches out ito Indians the world over with the good 
news that rt now pays to bank in India with Canan dank. 
















































All./ 


\t«r? 

• -'.a:, 




o»» 


^t^npM^r- rvjpfc UT^^ 


by Qotclnny and Udarzo 


itieM 

Mirnm 

AM 

cwoev! 


lH)i IS 
cerrAiNvv a 
CRPWPfD 
soeasar’ 












x> 










.Jy 






‘.-V 




\ 




\ > 


n 


Is, 


l\ 


.4! 






< 


WHO ARS. .. 


^ f 


T 






M 




• XI 


AM* 




a • .>; 


«t 


7* 


■£«fl 


* V. 






* r 


</ 




t • 




? w ■*• 


a 


n 


Vi yi 

r//^i 


15CH 


.- » ^*r 






-51 


«4: 


r ASK YOU. PC 
W6 lOOKUKSMePeS? 
These ASSYRIANS y 
AAS . ^ 






excuse MSiaeNTUMeN. 
we ARe MeoeSi i^sr in this 
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BvUio rWhittk to movo 

QiAio of tfio M 04 ttf» 

fix inow iMh^ng «A ofiponiKMv to oM 
ifM b«<l»n itach 01 «A oartv m ttm 
Mm«, Iha V«rc«ov Sysioni (I F^4 «Ad ? 
n 00 Kat Klwaya O m x of 
moro Mrttiblo optiOM T^tou^h *vt wy 
common ji intamotioftoi lovti it Oom hjwo 
somt Exit j» loAv Milfc hn thOMi f«om 
irfT>« to um« ov«' iti« paai r*»* 

O’^o o1 th« maiof avponoots of iri« 


VoroaoM hM boon AuMan y rttfmoana Lov 
AJbw<i in mhom « omO » ba 

a ootant waacon. Out aatea tf ata ui i| y to iha 
US ^a appaam to hava phon k ofr. Pa^tiapa 
Ma Oaciaion waa onMOptaO mora br a 
OttMo to Mva It* bate dean thao by any 
0>aaatialaction with ttta opaniim itaalt. 

WMwi out bxwaa ftotatt 0aUi«i 4 ata 
Vameov ^pac^Hi vrtacb maMa boo Via 
natural dwiiea of autfio* ta> Onaan a 
bawm Varaaov St a eaia iBatbottf. C0.MI 
Atwa^ a cofue^ntowa vanta*. ftobart 
Baim baa daariv mMartftad ihia book vary 
ihofov^Mv aa 4 aviOem b«m ibt etamy of 
ho ai^oailiOA Too many ebaae 
eon^ea ifw raaflet p ia t > a aly bacawea lha 
wvoat ■» not taaby ciaa» m Na own Mid 
wtiat Ha •• fyaip to lay 

Tf«ta 4 no batfat advartiaatitani 1o> dia 
Vamaev rtiao eha Ane won by Aoban 
Balm adamei fotmer broitfi CHampion Or 
Jonaoian ^woaa way back m ISM a 
oama wdueb Hdpad to aatab*d> 0 »IIb>» 
potiuon m Bniitfi cbaaa. 

WHim fl Boitoi Stack Di j Patvoaa 
Smiyii Oiamo 4 naH« 1974 


1 b-04 
9 B-MB 
B BHr3 
7 0<-B3 


IMtBS 

P-Kfl9 

P«B9 

0-0 


9 N-0B9 
4 BaN 

B B-oa 

B Kkl-K2 


P-04 

KBai 


A normaf V»aao» eai up vt^a iMm i» 
caaita 10119 and adyanco Mt kiOgbOi 
pewna lof Ml pan. Bfaek Hai r» 9 W 9 *r 
•OaniifiaMa plan ol act«n 


t O-M) B^)N4 
n N-II4 11-02 


B . , . fl-«f 
10 P-KIH P-HB 
12 P-KOB P-M9 

PrapaHng to maat P-NB widi.. P-Mand 
P RB lAh . P-N4 kaapbip tha tmaa 
doaaO. 

19 XII-N1B-<2 14 P-«BI BPaP 
CHanQina Iwiaaa. 144 orqlnat plan 14 . . P 
>«n4 IB N^9 P>AB4 would moar witH 
IB BiPiPia 17 NaBP wiiH oyaMwbMng 

Ouaab 

19 PMHfP-lilB 

An inoanuMrt ertaoipt to kaap (ha km^wda 
bOckatf, but not 00 ^ anouob 
IB lUP P-fl4 17 A|4 kN10-A4 

IB P-M9 PI-B9 IB M-N3 

PinpOcntinQ tha «of| ipot m Blaek'i poM- 
(Ion, N^fta wil occupy tia KBS tqulra 
IB . . . t-MS 20 0-M2 K-BT 

21 B-BB •«• 22 NaB B-B1 

22 P^B4M>«B 24 PiP Naf 

26 Qfl-B1P-K6 2B n-B4 0R-K1 

OIAORAM 

29 NaPi BaN 2B P-BB 

Oaeimo. On 26 RIS1 K3 29 9*8 RiR 
90 QiKi R R3 91 0-BB* tnalai. 

2B . . O-Ot 29 RaB* K-N2 

90 BaP P>-03 91 0-61 RaKP 

92 lUN PaP 99 R NB* Baa^. 

Aim 99 K-AI 34 0 67 only coHe 
chaeka ramatn An ioiiructiva sema 


MICHAEL STEAN 


Iridge 


H you wa«a aanaiQ a blOdaig co n^ruon 
and wantad 10 irep iha parmafUMpa, you 
might inciuOa ihc North-Sovlh handi 
bafow 

Oaalar South N S vuk>arabla 

4 AQ 7 «S 

BQJ 

4 I 

4l J e 5 « 7 

4 « 9 fi 4 4 7 

V K 10 4 7 ? lAj B V A 74 1 

4A4& *'* * ajsta? 

4 >0 7 4 S A K Q 

4 K J to 1 

0 14 

4 K 0 1C 7 

4 A 4 7 

Thara em fh« prtbaMa loaar* n ipadaa 
|<f you ignore the Iw of ihn ckibal. but 
pradKiabiv both iaa«m m it>a Imai of tha 
Sp»rgoid emyad at Pour Spades TNs waa 
Iha bxMmg at iha 1!mi labla 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

Kokish 

Aubm 


Beckor 

1NT 

No 

No 

2 A 

No 

4A 

No 

No 

No 




VVaet lad a bump. South wen m Bwnmy 
and a^in c ad tha emgleta n diamond 6 . 2. 
Ouaan. Aoa H took* ae though Waef ihouH 
heio rrwd a haan new. but ha lad a aaco n d 
hump South dwcardad a haart on B K and 
leMowaJ wnh a kiw cup lo Via 9 and Kmg 
tha lacond heart wa* ruflad m dummy and 
now Kok*ah tad 4 low eWb bom dummy m 
yafar a nca le tha Jack, which d normal 
With iMa co«r4ine(orv it may wet ba that, 
fipm Iha piav of Iha low car^ ha read tha 
disanbutien cenectty At any laia. ha imdnd 
a lucky ccntiact 

Tha bnMng at tha ethar tabla was 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

SorHeg 

Cohen 

Weicheel 

lAeleoo 

14 

No 

1A 

No 

2A 

No 

9A 

No 

44 

No 

No 

No 


MMh Nonh Iha daderar, tmt ted e 
diamord to Iha K*tg and Aea. Waei 
rctvmad a lew ha ait le tha Quaan end Aca 
end now Caai who coiPd aelaiy have 
ratumad a haart. triad tha Quean of 
North won. d>aw trumpa. dwevdad hia 
sacond haart on B Q. and lad • eh* le dw 
9 and Kin^ No i wingi 


TERENCE REESE 



Braeri waa ona of tha Aw countriaa 10 
<o4ew Bntain m mtrodvckv aiBiaifya poet- 
ega Mamps. laeuad in 1843, rha Braiilien 
stamps lesamblad Britam'a Pervty Blacbe In 
being anparlorata printed m blaok end 
wrthMt (ha ceuntrY'e nama in Ihak da> 
sagny In 1643, 10 mark the eanteiwv of 
the first etarnpe. 6rasil isei^ad e ipacloi 
eeetas raproducmg. with meter addfttona. 
Mtciudfng (ha nama of iha eounpy. tha 
iMaa BracAran <ie4igns of 1B49 


C. W. HILL 


d!^ 

QUeSTiONS 

1 III IHhiOi and Bongaii. ii 14 Known aa 

methi What 1 $ ii kftown as 10 Engbsh'7 

2 What IS fhp coiiacbve noun tor a group 
of iarks^ 

3. Nama (he nioonei aidind of PolBM. 
4 In Australia, a certain man cbHbO 'Mr 
Fix If ' (by trade uniona) once drank two 
and a had omit of beer m 12 saeonda. 
What 16 ha now Known at? 

5 . Which Hindu god is known as to# 


Indian Bacchus? 

6. Which cD^dWy is caRod 'the land of 
togeOtefnees*? 

7. Who le Ae GtbbK goddess 0 I fire? 

8. Who « a roirab'^ 

9. Whal does 'tog roBing* maan'> 

10. Who wera the noteisH «Ae wrote 
under (he pseudonyms Bed. Acton. Cu^ 
rer end 

11 What is a doreas meeling? 


Mod eta JQ( BBUtop bbmp 
M setoff io Aiacoe p Buobmi v n 

'(^3 puf 


euuv 'eodpeMO) BJMSie eiuojg eiu Oi 

dUlJKUpS 

(vninuj susauj 11 SBiafid Aimw uj 

tAOIlOd .W/m PUB BaA. B9I b 'SdQSOd U| B 
*V3U|V MthOS m lueAiUAui ueedcuns 
>0 usftue AiiBiOBdsa *i4iu 0d»B u V B 

• 9rm4 i 

eAuex 9 

BUIOS 9 

'•ifBpsnv »d Wd Qoe f 

icn € 
UOflBBtKB I 
HSBAnuBj i 

in«m 





A$0N6.J 

'‘MOTUfft’S MV ISN'T 
MOri4ErS Mr TIL YOUft 
MOTHIH MS 6V'' 



Sunday cfbssword 



U$$tt 

r R«n pm fwgMy and a«ae «n H <T) 

S. fim pmm gad <nM y0 m »• M faauai bv bA>9». 

•. WW L wwn M Mundi «» tia OaM (At Ian (S) 

10 I iMO ach rouQhty. bJt 9^ • n» (91 

11. ToM aoaa anO oata ivttUt M pray. Hov oraapBi0l 

ff. Saar M wong ««r bed OQ M M (A» 

19. aa aaaM agaft W mtrpi » paaa? (9) 


1 $ Tha Mefla pia t adta aia parbciM—aw tp, gaaa lArtn. and diacpwrs 
DodHaf ( 0 ) 

vt CqWMlWi •urrounda ma ’ara gaWinq invohad, «iAa] Mvioura (9> 

19 Thi Mmamon • m man ahaata. m aa<u oui. 19| 

21 Tha cuiM»ar • inaida Via awn- «w> waapra (9) 

29 Whnng aRVamavT Juat oMamad araedy (9*4) 

2$. C <toaa Aotna a dwy, M nartapas la obiwn a ayaiam ol aignaia 1 $, d) 

20 Part of Dana 1 «aar to aaa how vary cMVi*# ($) 

27. BUM Old. 10 aaow unm via w« 

29 Da aucN haipings hava la ba eonaumad rapidly? (7) 



1 Part rap U ona «n Mry lasaaa (7| 

2 . Puoacar pracaOaa parmarV. Ca-apoha dtraePy to | 9 > 

9 . Tha cooking ulonaf with lOa Whar hnds vw aninal ($) 

4 . Oaaa vi a pan. loaaa dracaeri aro and» up spyirp ( 0 ) 

5. * Do oiVioul a inaal. «ound» dan! (5i 

9 dia Viaaa daaM caimWMd agwn-^ ara ihay mponaee’’ (9) 

7 0 iiar I 90 . am raacA Via i»oar tr (S» 
a Looip ifca Vtasa waiartaHa i*a dopiay (7) 

14. Turn i» prowtfa iniandod. I haa*. but raaty a mannar o> daaitng with. (9) 
19 Owftay'a ba*o*a Via woody plants and an pat mttad up lurrwig npM; tfiay 
do mafca poadho iiatafnaiaai (91 

17 Uon. Mit? Whai a n«9a. ia gal auch a tdowtnpupt (9) 

19 Apmi addW. wiMul tna nulkon. and eonkrwad, (7) 

20. Owi • Bm ri MpuM, you Know—pood pnal. (7> 

22 Sued! a Ml « ana tor only a day (S) 

a. ^ tm ft JM ohUanwica and produea an imaidaBon (S) 

24 Tha COM pats nuad up ««iB>a capital ol Thailand 10 gat a pU'fflanjp (5) 



9. Vaopuon 10 Apad 11 incaracaraM 19 Pan mb 14 ScraoVa 
19 FanM 20. Oalmafta 22. Taunp 29 CaHmamarM. Opal26 
27 Thraahad 

2 Aapnaua 3 ln«ari wmmar 4 AjmeaUa 9 Cvaraal 9. Cndatr 7 lAnt 9 
ShuOdara 12 Ambdanwi 19 ntaem 17. EnUlar 19. Rarevata 19 Ffrraal 
21 TMd 2a Vica 


CompiM by Ml Tnwl 
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Mangitj; fmpr»<»/vg debut _ 

WITH her invitarion lo the Vi* 
jayawada meeting, Mrs Maneka 
Gandhi has made her debut in un¬ 
ited, opiMsition politics with a 
bang. Indications are that her Rash* 
triya Siinjay Maneh (RSM) is about 

to include in its ranks its first major 
politician — the former Bihar chief 
minister , Mr Abdul Ghafoor. The 
ei'CM has been meeting Mrs Man* 
eka Gandhi very often these days. 
And if Mr Chafoor ware to join 
hands with her, political observers 
will not be very wrong whan they 
sav that Maneka has come of age at 
last. 


A WILD GOOSE 
CHASE 

THB inteUigence bureau (IB) is 
sometimes made tu do the donkey's 
work by the political bosses white it 
know.s fully well that the subject 
under study is not important at all 
Someone in the PM's secretariat 
decided that the son of a central 
minister, who has been educated 
abroad, was trying to emerge as a 

f oteni threat to Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

he fact that this gentleman was a 
M ushm and had close links with Mr 
Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna further 
Illarmed the political managers. So. 
the IB was directed to prepare a 
detailed dossier on this minister's 
son While the person under studv 
had no cnkling of what was going 
on, his innocent. non poUtical, acti¬ 
vities were studiously noted by the 
IB sleuths and a voluminous file 
prepared on him. The way the poll 
tical managers around fiajiv Gan¬ 
dhi dealt with the non-existent 
threat to his leadership, one was 
reminded of Don Quixote and his 
obsession for windmills, 

BRIDGING THE 
GENERATION GAP 


THESANYASrS PROGRESS 


DOES the Andhra Pradesh chief 
minister. Mr N.T. Rama Rao, have 
afflbiiitma in the north as well? 
After the successful opposition con¬ 
clave at Vljmwada, organised by 
the Tolugu Desam, the saffron* 
robed NTR seems to be seriously 
focussing his attention on national 
politics. Some opposition leaders 
from the north are planning to 
organise a tour of NTR m the Kindi* 
speaking states. There are plans 
too. to dub the NTR films, in which 
he plays the roles of Rama and 
Krishna, in Hindi and exhibit them 
in the north. If the plan material* 
ises, the Congress <!)’$ '‘divine 
headache" of the south may shift to 
the north as well. 


WANTEDX.P.N. 
SINGH EXPOSED 


CPS. Singh i<apego0i'* 


THE recent expose in press and 
Parliament on the goings-on in the 
Deparrment of Electronics (DoEi 
has made some aide^uf the Prime 
Minister, who were affeci.ed by the 
exposures, sit up and plan out a 
strategy. They are gunning for Mr 
C.P.N. Singh, the former minister 
for electronics, who was dropped in 
the January cabinet reshume due 
to his differences with a powerful 
section of the bui^aucracy which 
surrounds the PM. Mr C.P.N. 
Singh's days as the minister of state 
for defence had seen some exposes 
(mainly in Sumday) on some m the 
deals concluded in his time. Re* 
cently some senior newsmen were 
told by SD aide of the PM that he 
was wUling to help with file, docu* 
ments, etcetera, if the newsmen 
were ready to do an expose on 
C.P.N. Sinu, a fa Bukdav and The 
Teitgnpbe reports on the DoE con* 
earning Mr V.S. Tripatby and Mr 
Ashok Parthasanthy. Let's keep 
our fingers crossed. 


in press and 


NTP: ambirrous CM 

OEVILAL’S NOT- 

SO-MAGNIFICENT 

OBSESSION 

I THE Janata Party is p^yin^ special 

i attention to building up its party 
organisation in western Uttar 
Pradesh, a region traditionally con¬ 
sidered by (he opposition parlies to 
he the scronghmd of the Lok Oal 
president. Chaudhury Charan 
Singh. The organisarional charge 
has been given to Mr K.C. Tyagi. a 
former protege of the Chaudhury. 
who defected to the Janata fold last 
year. On 22 May, the first ever 
party workers' meeting in this re¬ 
gion. was held at Chariabad. But 
the organisational finesse of Tyagi 
was washed awav by the antics of 
Chaudhury Devi Lat of Haryana. As 
soon as ha got up to speak. Devi Lai 
asked the audience how many of 
them were jats. When five or six 
jais were spotted, Devi Lai started 
addressing them and told them 
that while a small state like 
Haryana had 27 jat MLAs. UP had 
only seven. He blamed Chaudhury 
Charan Singh for this state of 
affairs. 

TAILPIECE: Why do the Prime 
Minister and her son refer to the 
"forai^ hand** so ve^ often and 
blame it for all ills facing the coun¬ 
try? The answer is simple. There 
are two foreign hands in the Prime 
Minister's house (after all a human 
being has two hands) and every 
morning Mrs C^ndhi and Rajiv 
start their day after being offered 
breakfast by those hands. So. tbe 
wfaola day. they pick on one und 
aach and kaep referring to it where* 
ver they spaek on naiionM pr^ 
Urns. 

D. £. NIZAMUD01N 




























The strongest protection for your predous possessions. 

From locks to ftreresisting safes to strong room doors... the histoiy 
of Godrej has been one of constant evolution in the field of security 
equipment — new manufacturing processes, new materials, new 
products. Each refiecting the innovation and the tradition of excellence 
which have made Godrej the rrxrst trusted name in security 
equipment today. 



PreducU of wpcflor todimlagBrhMdng vikM 




















Sujon sets vour world aglov 













Make your mms strong. 
And give your teeth a long life. 
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Only Forhan’s 
has an exclusive 


IK* 


The tinsllng sensation tells you It 8 actually woffking: 


£v«n healthy teeth neeti the 
$upport o* strong if gums 

b^ome weak ano sperm, your 
teeth no lonw have a 
foundation. That's why Forhan's 
is formulated with an exclusive 


lonw have a nnn 
That's why Forhan's 


contact the gum tissue. The 
llnglr^ sensation you feel wtien 
you brush your teeth with Forhan's 
ts the asvingeni at work —n\akjr>g 
your gums stronger, trme. So 
that your teeth stay healthy 
longer. 


astr>r)ger>t that hdps to tighten and longer. 

So givs your teeth s flm loaadstloa ^ Use 
Foshaa^athc toothpeste wtthsncxdiislve sstrtaoe n L 
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The $250 million scooter 


In just fweive yeors, Bojflj Auto hos corned 
India woy over $250 million in hord curren¬ 
cies. in ioct, the totol is now neonng $275 

more important is the occelerofion this 
has given India's imoge os o producer of Ngh 
Quality, high technology engineering 9^- 
^ And we weren’t competing iusl in AItko 
ond Asw. but the USA and Europe too. 


At home, Bo|Q| Auto vehicles ploy a» wrts 
of roles. One of them is o little unusuol: They 
help the Government mobilise puWk so'j't’asl 
In foct. right now there is more thon Rsl ,300 
itnilion in post offices and scheduled bonks, os 
d^osits for 6aio| vehicles. 

Tiiot's our woy. Alwoys trying to do much 

more, much better. 


^ tiS||i|| auto ttu 

Volw* lor monoy, lor yoors 






A man who*s never short of success in 
business or profession is often short of time 


For day lo day aiention to your personal finance 
(recurring paynwnts, up-to* dse bonk statements. 
pcDcnpi stfwen to queries), you desenv the he^ 
ofa prompt, courteous and friendly bank. Such as 
Grindta)^ with IB range of reliable s e r vice s 

• irtvestmem arid lat advice on savings plans 

• Prompr payment of recufflng dues (UC 
premia, dub duesi, etc) 

• Quick igidalRg of bank stBements 

• Perxioal ovcfdrafr bdkiy 

• Travelers' cheques 

• Safe custody of documents 

• Purchase arid sale of shares and debentures. 
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Th* fMrt «v«r* untouMd: KMMMr’t chW minWHf and 
NiHontI Oonfff anca >aadaf Or Farooq AMulah pnMd hit M 
rail poHUcal (ail tinea tha dMtn a( Na (aihar. Shafth AMuiian. 
Mrr>an tha Nadooal Confaranca dafaatad (ha ConQraaa<l). titach 
rafuaad to hiva an aiactc^al atianca wiVi Or A^Miaha party 
Thia daaptta (ha ditpiayad Oy (ha ataetton cwKwion 
whan tt itoppad iha eounh^ of votaa n t3 aaau in ffia 
abtaoca of any racommant W or^ b do to from tha atala t 
chiaf atactor a l offlear. A rapon on (ha Nattonal Confaranca 
victory and tha controvaraaJ daeftion of tha afacbon commia* 
lion ^ Udayan Sharma. Ptaa. an avcHrarva miarvtaw «Mh Dr 
Farooq AMullah. Pifall. 


For aight houra at a itratch, tha 3,000>odd workara of CMior 
nayoo'a ttapla Nbra dMaion (n NaQda. ara anp oaad lo lha moa( 
toxic of bdutlriaf gatai on tha ahop'floor. AaauR'. Impobnea, 
Iniomrua. Whargy. gaatniia Jn tha aarty siagaa and parafyats 
*ar)d cardiac ditaataa aa advanead aymptoma. V.T. Padrna* 
rtabhanandMaaood^AHuginvaatrgtla. PifftM 
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and aourAQigahwant Sin^ 15 


Farocq dafaata Mr* OandN'Udayan Sharma 10 


Arun Sheudi ta UaaadMawai Vwma 29 
Corpo^ caataiam m MvAalph Buulbana 45 
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A Sanyaai’a progran/A^y Kumar 
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Pur^ ear> aoi ba Mvad<Pran Chopra 36 


daatfWT. Padmanabhan arb Maaoodul Huq 36 
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Irtdo-Pah Jomt Commaaion/Shubhabrita Bhattacharya 
Oan. Vaidya bacomaa army ehfaf/Tooanar Pandit 
OrougM n UahWaahtraOiga TaiUa 
Troubia ai (ha frot of bdift'A Spadai Corraapondani 
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On 9 Juna, Artfva Rradftn't aanytsi cNaf mMMir N.T. Fkama 
Rao eoffiptoiad abi months in ofta. Whai has pit Tatogu 
DaaamgovawmantachiaaadinthiipartodTHowsartoualyean 
MTRbatshanasatoadvtA^KumarMsoiA PimM 


Covar (rm sp arancy of Farooq Abduiah by Durgaprcaad and of 
N.T. Rvna Aao ^ D V. Jaynar 







































make you forget 
in between. 
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What do you call a roof 
that’s more than a roof? 



The Ramco Roof: it's tops with the best 
builders in the business The reasons ? 

Ramco asbestos cement sheets provide 
permanent protection with economy. 

With superior production technology and a 
high degree of quality control. Ramco 
asbestos cement products have stood the 
test of time. 

That's why. Ramco asbestos cement products 
are the choice of Government departments, 
public and private sector undertakings and 
top-raoking contractors 
The top asbestos cement roofing material 
today is Ramco The Top Roof. 


Morethanaroof* 
permanent protection. 

StHJrHERN ASBESTOS CEKIfT IMnS) 
739 Anns Road. Madras 600 002.Phon«; 82006 
Sof9 Ag9nts:9ltiJP< CHAAITY TRUST 

OMicea: Bangalore » frr>aiiulam 
« Hyderabad • Pune « Viiayewede 
Facteriea; Adionam (tarnil Nadu) 
Karur tKernetaka) 












8y • proems of continuous RssMrch' *.' 
and Devalopcnent That's howl 

With yaars of exparianca as a maker of 
Indiana finest professional quality TVs. 
Konark knows that today's perfact 
product can become Imperfect tomorrow. 

If it does'nt incorporate better technology 
utility and value for money. 

No wonder Konark spends so much of 
Its efforts on Research and Development 
at its quality controlled, fully integrated 
plant 

Constantly innovating and updating. 

To deliver products lhat will set 
standards of perfection. 

Now. and in tl^ future. 
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Now's the time for a Thril 





Lt-Gen Sinha's 
brilliance was 
his undoing 

T h« telephone ranf at U am got the 

on 31 May in the rqom ol Cen Sinha 
Li Gen S.K Sinha,vice* who stays all 
chief of the army staff, at he is doing i 
the ministry of defence. men, did sour 


T he telephone rang at U am 
on 31 May in the rdom ol 
Li Gen S.K Sinha,vice* 
chief of the army staff, at 
the ministry of defence. 
South Block. General K.V, Krishna 
Rao. chief of the army naff, was on 
the line to tell him that the Mvern- 
mcnt had chosen his junior, L(*Gen 
A.S. Vaidya, general officer c«n* 
manding'in chief. eastern* 
command, as the next chief of the 
army. 

Gen Smha was, to say the least, 
surprised. He had an unblemished 
record and only once before had 
there been supersession of the 
teniormost io the appointment of 
chief of staff. But he Kept his cool 
and told General Rao that he would 
be ^putting in bis papers.** 

"Why should you?* the chief 
naked, 

Cen Sinha said that digniiy de* 
manded that he should, ne would 
be losing Ra 40,000 by asking for 
premature retirement. fHe could 
nave encashed six months leave on 
full pay on normal retirement. On 
pmaamre retkemeni be would be 
entitled to encash only c*ro months* 
leeve and the balance oe half’pay) 
Gen Sinha called ii< his stenog* 
npher and dictated a cryptic ap- 
pbcatioci: *May i reoucst that 1 be 
Mieved by 1 


pucatioci: *May i reQucst that 1 be 
waved by 1 August because .1 
want to rake leave preparatory to 
radsement.* He also called Gen 
Vaidya to congratulate him and 
cben we n t back to his work He then 
caDed up Ms wife—he did not want 
bar to get die news from anyone 
aUe. dif she and his yotuigar 
iftiifhTr graduating from Hindu 
Coliofe, Delhi, were at home, they 
syare bod) shocked. So wart Ms 


biaf la Haw Yark, aailidr el 

dilidnnL ypingar im 

ia ^twwjotkr STHdyiAB, when 


th^ goi the news. 

Gen Sinha's 80*year*old father, 
who stays alone in Patna because 
he is doing social work with JP's 
men, did sound unhappy when told 
about the supersession on the 
phone. But he hurriedly added 
‘'There must be a silver lining to 
this development.** Probably, for 
Gen Sinha want^ to go to his father 
after 1 August, *We have already 
begun pecking** the retiring Cener* 
el told me. 

I asked Gen Sinha if he had any 
suspicion that he would be passed 
over.Sald he, '’No. In feci, everyone 
cook my promotion for granted.** 
This must he true because the top 
officers 1 have talked to said that 
they had never expected this super* 
session. Gen Sinha, they said, was 
highly esteemed. And with reason. 
His gra^ of military matters is 

E erbial and his book, Of Afarren 
‘Mry. is considered a classic. 
The late Sushital Banerjee, when 
he was defence secretary, used to 
tell Gen Sinha that he did not like 
many of the conclusions in the book 
but there was no other document 
which the govemmeoc could con* 
fidcntly depend upon. 

Gen Sinha in bis bbok has out¬ 
lined what tba task of the border 
police should be and this is quite 
cofltr^ to what the govemmeot 
has in view. Gee SiMia writes: 
“There is no re^uirecEteni for the 
border police to be orgaaised on 
alMndia tines or indeed like the 
regular army. Their role is nor to 
provide a first or second line of 
defence as su^but to carry out 
only police duties on our borears.* 

1 feel (bar his very brilliance 
could have been his undoing. Mints* 
tart who constitute the cabinet sub* 
eomttmee for appolncvent de not 
bka too bright an officer who they 
laar might bring too much Ude* 


K tdwce to the charge ha asnisiaa. 

R Sinha is not the only one who 
has been meted out this traatmeai. 
Lt*Gen P.S. Bhagai was forced ro 
fade away and so were Lt*Gen Htf* 
baksh Singh and LtGen Kulwant 
Singb—all extraordinarily capable 
men. 

It is true that the way in which 
the military had taken over power 
in Pakistan could provide the basis 
of some fears here about generals 
who might become overambitious. 
But India is not Pakistan. The 
democratic system is well'TOOted 
and the military knows its place. It 
is also true ihat a General who 
civilian control can be a 
' likbility as President Truman found 
out: he had to dismiss General 
MacArthur. But the danger here is 
that politics may creep into the 
military and that commanders 
might seek to please those in power 
by saying or even doing what could 
bring them favours. 

We have seen this happening to 
the bureaucracy. And now some 
military officers are getting into 
the habit of playing to the gallery. 
General Rao, the outgoing chief, 
did slip up a couple of times, speak¬ 
ing out of turn, but the criiicism he 
evoked probably had a salutary 
effect on him. U-Gen Vaidya, the 
next chief, is not known tor his 
discretion. Mr C.M.S. Namboodir 
ipad, the CPt(M) secretary-generaf, 
had to take him to task when he 
seemed to be siding with Che Con- 
gresstl) at the time of the last 
electiuos io Tripura. 

Gen Sinha may also have paid for 
his readiness co take up cudgels 
with (op IAS men over pay and 
service conditions in the armed 
forces. During Charan bingh's care¬ 
taker government in 1979, when 
Cen Sinha explained once, for two 
hours, the rationale for more top 
jobs and better salaries in all the 
three services, Mr Nirmal Mukher- 
jee, the then cabinet secretary, 
asked him why the armed forces 
had kept quiet for 30 years. Gen 
Sinha said that the armed forces 
were then either fighting wars or 
preparing for wars. 

Mr C. Subramaniani. then de¬ 
fence minister, was so impressed 
with (he reply chat he told Gen 
Sinha: "General, you are in the 
wrong profession. You should have 
been in the Supreme Court.** He 
probaMy was right. But now it is too 
late for Cen Sinha to change his 
career. However, be expects to 

write books after his reiirenieot. 

"You know. I have been addressing 
universities. I was in Kuruk^etra 
univarsity the other day, laUmg the 
students about (ha three battles of 
Ranipat." he told me when I asked 
him about bis future plans. Whatev¬ 
er he does, his brUuance coupled 
mih his modesty ia bound to win 
him admirers this time outside 
the wy. 





Busy Dr Bakshi. Trendy Mr Tandmi. 
They all go diiierent ways... 


Retired Brigadier Rao Busy Dr Bakshi 


Traidy Mr Tandon 


His I960 model is still in 
fine fettle. Runs him to the 
Golf Club In the morning, to 
friends for a hand of bridge 
in the evening. In between, 
there's the occasional visit 
to the doctor and dropping 
Mrs Rao at her welfare 
meeting every Wednesday. 
His twe? Like his car. it must 
be a faithful companion. 


Always on the move. 7 am 
yoga classes; 8.15 am children 
to school; 8.30 am chamber; 
10.30 am classes at the Medical 
College; 1 pm home for lunch; 
2 pm visits to patients; 3.30 pm 
children from school; 5 pm 
chamber; 8 pm Club... and, 
of course, emergency calls 
anyiime^-day or ni^t. And if 
you think Dr Bakshi works 
hardjust think abom his cart 
His tyre? It's as 


8-lrack stereo, bucket 
seats, real leather upholstery, 
wrap-around rear view mirror 
this car has it all. And whether 
il*s driving Mr Tandon to his 
factory 40 km from the city or 
dropping his wife off at the 
charity premiere of the latest 
Shyam Benegal film, it spells 
just one thing... class. His tyre^ 
The best of both style and 
performance. 
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The faithful <x)mpanion. 
he HI-P (High Performance) 
ibber compound in the C49 
lakes the rubber much stronger 
nd helps the tread to resist 
brasion. HI^P also gives the 
'49 muscle for stronger road 

grip, smoother 
acceleration 
and surer 
braking-^even 
in emergencies. 
All of this 
adds up to a 

•au-tteHm Hm . * 

im that gives 
ou your moneys worth for 
ears and years. 
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The workhorse. With 
a Premium Depth Tread which 
has more rubier on the tread 
and, therefore, gives more tyre 
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life. A special nylon casing 
promises both strength and 
stamina. And a superior tread 
compound, based on a new 
manufacturing concept, builds 
in highest abrasion*re$istance. 
The Super Star. In the long run, 
it costs less. 
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because it was precious 


your face the sam 


Erasmic Supreme. 

The Made the diamond edge that Ofitures 

(he esaefKC of doaeneaa. 

Tefllng you that you're precioua and th#I 
cares for your face. 

Cravnic Supreme. 

Crafted to the mlnutcat detaS. tor^ercd. 
ground artd honed to pedacitoa poMed ar>d 
finely Teflon coated fee a ll><4esi fctWt 

fTa flme you gave youiatf the same ~ fereMcr. 


upreme 



Do yon beat 
your wife? 

A surprisiiiji number of husbands 
do so. In England h is estimated 
that as many as one out of every 
three husbands beat their tvives. 1 
am sure in India the incidence of 
wife^beating is higdter. Dtiring my 
years at the Bar. I discnverecl 
another very disconcertinc fact ab¬ 
out bashed wives: no wire leaves 
her husband on/.v because he bears 
her; she asks for separaiinn or di* 
vorce when beating is accompanied 
with adultery, impotence or inabU* 
ity to feed and dntbe her. Most 
wive.s were wdUng to return to Their 
violence prone nu^bonds on the 
grounds that at least he cares 
enough nhont her lo l>eai her 
Very understandably wife* 
heating is more tircvaleiu amongst 
the poor and the iDiteiate than 
amtmgst the affluent and oduceied 
The three ininrnunesr case.s of wife* 
boating are povorty. dunk and sea* 
uaJ maladjustment. The sJi^tly 
lower nicidence of physical vio¬ 
lence amongst thv upper classes is 
due TO the tact thni thev don’t have 
to cu|K' With p<ivertv end find sub¬ 
stitute partners in tJic event their 
marriages become sexual inesal* 
lUnces. k^Jucated women can also 
give their husbands as good as they 
get better tliHii then jlliteraCe sis* 
ters 

The phenornenon nf marital vio* 
lence has many dunensiuns. The 
first probJeni is lu deCinu violence. 
A doctor defines it us **any aggres* 
seve. hostile behaviour which falls 
outside the normal rough and tum¬ 
ble of marriage.'’ This is very elu¬ 
sive iib one husband's horseplay 
may be another husband's fisti¬ 
cuffs. A lawyer is of the opinion 
chut amongst educated people, per* 
sisient inteJlcctuul hullymg can 
amount to violence. A social worker 
takes the opposite view and is of 
the opinion that mere threat to use 
force should not be regarded as 
doing violence. 

The main problem of marriage 
counsellors is to find ways of elimi¬ 
nating violence from marriages 
Without breaking them up. Also 
remember that if you let yourself in 
as a peace-maker between a squab¬ 
bling couple, you may <uion find 
yourself hated by both. 

On adopting 
a child 

A n Knghshman I befriended at 
college married a woman much 
older chan himself. After six or 
•even years they came to ihe con* 
elusion that she was too old to 
conceive and since both wanted 




Gossip 

sweet and sour 


KHUSHWANT SINGH 


children, they adopted an Indian 
boy. A few days after the ad^tion. 
the woman conceived and in due 
course gave birth lo a bonny little 
boy- A year laier she bore another 
child, a girl. I was told this is not 
uncommon: many a barren woman 
is known lo have become fertile 
when her maternal instincts have 
been roused by artificial means 
such as cTadling someone else's 
child. 

I was curious to find out whether 
the parents would discriminate be¬ 
tween the adopted child and the 
twn born of their own flesh, 
whether blood was thicks than 
water. Circumstances made the dis¬ 
crimination inevitabJe: the Indian 
child was dark, the other two fair. 
And since the parents believed in 
telling the adopted child its back¬ 
ground. he began to feel like a 
$econd<]ass member of the familv. 
No matter how much the couple 
assured him that he had been 
”chosen" by them whereas the 
other two had jusi happened, and 
no matter how much more They 
indulged the whims of their Indian 
child, he developed a chip on his 
shoulder. At school other children 
called him a "darkle” or "nigger." 
He became a drop-out and a drug 
addict. In sheer desperation the 
adoptive couple sent him back to 
India to see if discovering his real 

B arents and his roots would assuage 
is anguish. He came to India but 
could rind neither his real parents 
nor his roots. He came to see me a 
few times and then disappeared 
into thin air. I wonder if the couple 
had no children of their own or had 
adopted a white instead of a brown 
child it would have been any dilfe* 
rent! 
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Unfair deals? 



Marx and Islam 

• ♦ 


T h« Mory. Zit. Mun un*i the 

^un 122 May), was ihuujihc •pro< 
vokiAg. Mr Bhuctti hud made e ereai 
blunder by ep|>oinijne Cen. ZJe co nead 
the army In return the general wiped 
out Bhutto from the scene as he was 
considered an impedimeni in (he way 
uf Zia*» umbitions. However, it is quite 
apparent by nuw (hat he is losing 
public sympathy and suppurc and the 
day IS not far when be wifi be removed. 
B. B. Bose. Jemshedpur 

The cover story ^ve one the impress* 
ion that Tariq Alt was trying to muster 
moral support for a future invasion of 
Pakistan by the Soviet Union. The 
extract read like a Marxist manifesto. 
It was also surprising to note the term 
Mr All uses to describe countries such 
as Sri Lanka. Pakistan and Bang* 
ladesh—'bastai^ states.' ( wonder why 
he left out India. 

Md SaUudin. Baroset (West Bengat) 

1 failed to understand how the extract 
of a book by Tariq Ali could be (he 
cover story of SuNnAV. In any case, the 
article is \iiased and full m baseless 
allegations. Has he any proof that the 
CIA was behind the ouster of Bhutto? 
As a Marxist, Tariq AU can publish a 
book through a capitalist publisher 
(Penguin Books). He belongs to that 
brand of hypocrites who live in capital* 
ist countries, and yet ring the death* 
knell of capitalist countries. How is it 
that there can never be similar free* 
dom of opinion In Marxist countries? 
B. L. Saha. Dattapakw, 24 Parganas 
(Wen Bengal) 

Gen. Zia is a devout Muslim and he has 
taken the right step to introduce Isla¬ 
mic measures in Pakistan. Tariq All’s 
criticism of the regime was unfounded, 
Af Anjwer Ansan, Bhabtsa 


eafs wtthw a deal (22 MhvI made 
intercsiiog reading. The Cun- 
iroversy over non resident invesimeni 
in India was not very clear until Si w* 
OAV came out with ihe anicle. f only 
hope that the government vrill take 
necessary steps to thwart Swraj Paul's 
bid to lake over well managi^ com¬ 
panies such as the L>CM. Mr Paul has 
certainly used his pvliiical connections 
to see his deal thi^i^ Bui truth and 
honesty ha< prevailed once again. 
Stiryakani /Vshivode. Bombay 

Congratulations in Sundav for traaiine 
at IcriKth yet atwther controversial 
topic. Swraj Paul has certainly dis¬ 
turbed (he industial barons of India 
who believe in dynastic rule Mr Paul's 
move will certainly help the Indian 
industry In the lung run 
Shri Narayan. Nawuda 

This has refervnee to the iniervu'w 
with Swraj Paul *f have sowed the 
seed^ of a raveluuen'. li is true that the 
relatives of many owners t»f industrial 
htiuses occupy important posirinns in 
their respective companies, hut ihi-y 
n.c assisted by competent profession¬ 
als. Instead of criticising the way Indi¬ 
an business houses are run. J would like 
10 ask Mr Paul to glance back at hi» 
own cumpanitfs. Does he leave every¬ 
thing to professionals? 

M Viswanathan. Calcutta 

I fully agree with Swraj Paul that ■ 
change of atritude is necessary to initi¬ 
ate a much needed mMnemum in Indi¬ 
an industries. Mr Paul has put an end 
to corporate feudalism and started (he 
concept of corporate democracy. 
Moreover, ihe govcimmenc should stop 
supporting the industries run by fami* 
lies like the C<»enkaa and the Birlas It 
is high time that (he government en- 
couragi^ professionalism in the Indian 
industrial sector. 

Mr f'lroaui /faque, Malpara (Onssa> 

Swraj Paul deserves all credit for his 
courageous statement that a company 
belongs to its shareholders and not an 
individual. With the recent concessions 
granted by the central government, 
non-resident Indians have every right 
(o purchase shares of a company in 
India like any other Indian. I do nor for 
eseeany danger to the country if non¬ 
residents invest their funds in India. 
The government has been taking 
numerous loans from various imema- 
lionaJ financial Insiirutioas. Invest* 
ment by non-residents will certainly 
help to reduce such borrowings at 
hign interest cates. It is unfortunate 
(hat vested interests have raised such 
hue and cry over the matter. Deliber¬ 
ate aitamprs are being made to stop 
free and fair competition. 

M. L. Gupta. Jabalper 

Tooshar Pandit displays a marked 


ignorance of the usages and laws per¬ 
taining to the sale and purchase of 
Stocks and shares. He says chat the 
delivery of shares listed as forward 
shares has to take plxce in 14 days and 
those of cash shares In three days. The 
fact is that any transaction made as 
forward transaction is not expected ta 
be settled by the, actual delivery uf 
shares, hut by payment of the price 
differente between (he purchase price 
and the sale price. This payment takes 
place on the specified delivery days 
(every aliernuie Saturday). However, 
(he purchaser need mil sell the shares 
at all. but carry forward the trunsactioii 
iiniil a maximum uf three months by 
paying inteiest. 

The author also says that*...the Man- 
das ..withdrew Kscori'< shares from the 
forward list*. They are reported to have 
requested the slock exchange to do so, 
hut it has not been groined to dare 
Pankaj H Cupia. New Delhi 

Teoshar Pandii replies' My artitic 
was nor »ntemltd to ue a handbook on 
crock exchange operations: such 
handhvoki are published every year 
hv ai! the stock exchanges in the 
country and sold er a price of around 
Rs fOO each. If I had to esplain 
intricate .trockmerker operations fully 
it would have taken pages (it runs to 
24 prmred pages in the fa rear oftkia! 
year book brought out by theOkurfa 
stock exchange). / gave e broad out' 
line of the stockmarket operations Sit 
that the readvFK who are not conver- 
sent with them can follow the course 
of the takeover battle. Anyway/orMr 
<7upra'.< serrs/erfron the following is 
from The Calcutta Stock Exchange 
Year Book XO%Z. 

“The bargains permissible in the 
stock exchange are usually of the 
/o)/uwrng four kinds. 

1. For 'SPOT DEUVERY' r.e de- 
iivery end payment on the same 
day or on the next day. 

2. For ’HAND DEUVERY' i.e de- 
livery and Myment wrrhrn 14 dkys 
from the date of contract 

3. For XLEARWG' i.e. clearance 
and settlement through the clear 
iiig house. 

4. For 'SPBCUL DELIVERY^ ie. 
for delivery and payment vhehin 
any time exceedtog j4 deys follow¬ 
ing the date of tne contract. 

It IS true (her forward tradiiyg in 
scrip was banned on 2? June. Im. 
But trading has not ecrui7/y sropped: 
rhe scrip which used to be listed 
before tne ben for forward trading ere 

now irsred either under the forward 
Ust or rhetiend dtUyety while the rest 
of the scrips are registered in rhe cesh 
list Tile transactions in the stock 
market, of course, is not es simple es 
thee there were provisions for 
strefchinf the deedhrtes of both the 
payment end for the deliver? of the 
share by paying pgoelties. Bui that 
was beyond the sc op e of my ertkJe. 
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OnQ track mind 


T fully atree with KuJdip Najar that 
XTbe G^dtn Ttmph sAouJcf twt be 
miftaaddS May). In India no$4)uai and 
tamplea are usually usad by anti*S9<ial 
•Icjnants lo evada arraii. 1 do not saa 
any reason as to why iha Golden Tom* 
pie aulhoritiei should prevent the 
police from enteriiu the temple to 
arrest cnminali. Dig A (wars murder 
within (ha temple has proved that iba 
sacred place is being misused. 
Sreemoy Ghosh. Jamshedpur 

Kuldip Nayir'y article was an eye* 
opener. It has been established beyond 
doubt that religious places are used to 
protect criminals. The devout Sikhs 
should allow the police to enter the 
Golden Temple so that the sanctity of 
the place it not tarnished. 

Gerta Sharmt. hhsg«/p«ir 

Astrology vs science 

T he interview with Ramakriihna 
Sarathv r*Therv might be a nud* 
leim poJ/ next year' IS May) was 
absorbing. Astrology i« based on icien* 
ce and cannoi be condemned as base* 
less. Certain predictions go wrong 
since one is not able to furnish exact 
details such 4S Iha time of one's birth. 
Astrology has come a lung wav from 
what ji was ages haca. 

R. S. Roy. Sew Delhi 

In this age of scieiiiific innovations, the 
article on Mr Sarathv came as a sur* 
prise, li IS abnurd to claim that one can 
predict the future by reading lines on 
(he palm or the face. Astrology makes 
one intaliy dependent on fate with the 
result that a person loses faith in 
himself. Astroloi^ can at best be a 
pastime. It should not be taken too 
seriously. 

C / Bose. Calcutta 


Lies 


A ll that Ershad said in his Interview 
with M. J. Akbar t am unlike a 
military drcfator / am net a vindfeuVe 
man (1>7 May) is concrary to facts. If 
what he said ("We hardly censor the 
press'*} is true, then why should the 
nation have had to hear about the 
happenings on 13 and 14 February 
from foreign broadcasts? Then be say» 
that “we sacrificed so much for this 
country, vre were the people to first 

E 'ick up arms..." No group or commun* 
ry has any right to say such things. It 
was the students and the youth who 
fought with courage insugated by pat¬ 
riotism. 

Bobi, Dhaka 

This has reference to Gen. Ershad's 
statement that the army men are demo* 
crgtici^ Btinded. Democracy only ca- 
iat$ in theory in Be ogladesh. In practice 
it la in iutocradc atace where moat of 
the human freedoms have been taken 
ewi^. 

C Jloae* AfUffweai (Taail Nadu) 


A ll the Sikh eatremisrs say thetr 
fight is againet the cem re. while all 
the mee their agitation is sapping the 
vicaliiv of the country. To say that the 
Puniaois alone are ^ve is a traves» 
of truth. An Andhra or an Oriya wiU 
make as good a soldier. It is only that. 
Punjab being strategically placed, has 
historically had to race attackers first. 
The wey Bnindrawaia end compeny are 
fighting the centre from the seiety and 
sanctity of the Golden Temple, is am* 
pie evidence of their 'hrevery.* 
Hanmnder Singh Sasdhu cempares 
the kirpao to the sacred thread worn by 
the Hindus. Bui oo Hindu has tried to 
strangulate the pilot with the sacred 
thread. Sant Bhindranwale speaks onlv 
of police atrocities in Punjab as thougn 
the police in other states go arouM 
distributing sweets 
M. Shyam Sunder, Hyderabad 

I egree with Tavleen Singh's view that 
it i» high lime the govemmenc said 
which points are negotiable The in* 
fighting inside the Coegressfl) has 
mag/iiTied the problem of Punjab 
be)wd proportions. Hie government 
must cry to evoke public opinion 
against criminals seeking refuge inside 
the Golden Temple. No law prohibits 
the entry of the police into temple*. 
President's rule should be imposed to 


tackle the grave siruatfon. The oppoai* 
tion perries ^ould be more responsible 
and should not try to make poUtieid 
capital out of it. 

Ashis Hehepatra, Sihsager. Assam 

The special issue on Punjab has helped 
readers understand what is brewing In 
Punjab. Sant Bhindranwale nalataim 
char a Sikh is an embodiment of clean 
thoughts. Perhaps he is not aware of 
the acrocUies committed by the Sikh 
regiment tn the north east and of the 
rape committed by five Sikh athletes in 
Bangalore some time back. I would like 
to recnind him that planes cannot be 
hijacked with a sacred thread. He has 
shown that he has a one track mind. 
& Chandraaekhar, Hyderabad 

Tavleen Singh was biased. The de¬ 
mands of the Sikhs are just and they 
need a sympathetic understanding 
from all concerned. The heading of the 
piece was also misleading. 

C. Nadarajan. Madras 

I was indeed sorry ro learn chat rbe 
Sikhs are being milled by axtremlst 
leaders. Sunday did a conunen^ble 
job by intarvicwiiig the leaders who 
are leading the present movement In 
Punjab. 

Raj GepaJ Ray, Bhedrak 


Unanswered question 


A martya Sen. in his efforts to iden* 
lify independent India's achieve* 
ments and failures, has left the very 
question of his title. Can indta conquer 
her weaknesses? (8*14 May issue) un* 
antivered. Hislenghty article ended up 
by saying. *li is a weakness that is not 
being cofMuertd’. Stall I admire him for 
the tnoughi'provoking analysis of the 
Indian ^stem. 

In India what is being experimented 
is capitelism mixed with socialism as 
awanarlai Nehru visualised and whii 
is successors have been aimlessly fol¬ 
lowing. Naturally, the economically 
advantageous sectioo in the socien 
with their narrow selfish interests wiu 
go on ictiiu in a way detrimenul to the 
interests of the weaker sections. India's 
elite used religkm as an umbrella to 
suit their narrow selfish interests, and 


to twist the otherwise perfect socialis* 
tic character of Hinduism. But, after 
independence, in fict they have been 
gifted with a still powerful umbrella-^ 
political and economic power. 

Under the reign of religion, society 
by and large had the advantage of 
overall discipline. Now, with the ad¬ 
vent of politica. principles and moral 
values have all been reduced to sl^ 
gans. If character is lost everything is 
lost. Therefore. I venture ro give a 
negative answer to Sen's questum. 

P. Chandrasekharan, Bombay 

Prof f>en analywd the problem but be 
failed to suggest solutions. It was not 
clear whether India will be able to 
conquer her weaknesses. 

Bhaswati Banerjee, Trivandrum 


stinking' 


L would refer to Khushwani Singh's 
iopbiiticated Brigaadage, (15 21) 
May. It would have been more 
appropriate had this piece been writ¬ 
ten under the beading 'Situation 
warned—an ex-editw for sale.* 1 am 
sure there must be a lot of takers at the 
moment for the likes of Khushwani 
Singh who can write to much garbage. I 
could strongly recommend him to chose 
who would like to buy full time The 
only person who could beat him would 
be awatnlMthan S. Aiyar. but Mr 
Siagh'i ceae is more d^peraie and 


hence deserves some consideration oi 
compassionate grounds. 

5wFsy Paul, London 

If Khuswani Singh continues to write 
such stinking pieces like Indedo the 
name of his columns should be changed 
to *Go*iip Sour and Stinking*. 

C Suryaoarayana, Kumoel 

I fail to understand why Sunday his to 
use the fused bulb insignia for Khush- 
want Singh's column. 

Shama Nad^m. KaJtpahari 
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RVROOQ DEFEATS 



Kashmir's angry summer is not yet over with the elections which saw Dr Farooq Abdullah 
and his National Conference sweeping the polls. The tally till 10 June; National 
Conference. 44 seats and the Congress(l) 24 with live more results still to come in. This 
has been a crucial election for the sensitive border state of Jammu and Kashmir. 
SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA analyses the outcome of this no-holds barred 
election in which the Congress(l) and the National Conference fought a bitter battle 
























fit of J«zAaRi 

AAd Kiihmir hot now tn* 
tere4 tlie Farooq Abd\iUah 
a^e. Till Tht election reeuJu 
were ennouoced, there was 
epeculeiidn whether Dr AbdulUh 
would be able to win enough $eate to 
be able to form a government on hie 
own. It was clear that the people of 
the state had given a mandate to 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah's son 
CO start his own innings with • com* 
fortable majority in tbe Assembly. 
The election results clearly show 
that Dr Farooo Abdullah has 
emerged as a leader who can right* 
fully oe called the successor to the 
late Sher-e*Kashmir. 

The Congressd) propaganda 
machine, surprisingly aided and 
abetted by almost the entire national 
press, had forecast that Dr Abdullah 
was doomed. Sonuav, however, in its 
cover story of S June had clearly 
hinted that the National Conference 
was going to be victorious. Not only 
has Dr Abdullah returned to power, 
bur he has bettered the performance 
of the party since Iil77. when hts 
father was at the helm of affairs. 


Tbtt 'etactfoo haa indeed been an 
excaUent beginning in the dla> 
tanee joumey he has embarked 
upon. 

Though the National Conferance 
bat emerged yictoriout, the future of 
politics in the state is cartainly over¬ 
cast by tbe thedows of tbe acrimony 
generated during the electioDS b^ 
tween the Congrett(I) and the 
National Conference, or more pre¬ 
cisely. the cenrral government and 
the govcnuneni of Arooq Abdullah, 
Id Ius victory, therefore, Dr Abdul¬ 
lah has to be more cautions than 
euphoric. 

Within two days of the victory and 
before being sworn in. Dr Abdullah 
has given his party's tradiiiwial riv¬ 
al, mirwais Uaulavi Faroot) d the 
Awami Action Committee (AAC). 
the honour of sharing a platform 
with the National Conference, This is 
the first dangerous fallout of the 
electoral battle. Of course it is al* 
ways good to see traditional rivals 
bu^ the hatchet. But when the 
National Conference (known in the 
Valley as the 5her or lion), jt^s 


hafids after SO paan of rtAdry with 
the Awami Acnon Committee (sm 
bolisad by the Bdtro or goat), then 
some basic queerlMis arise. The rival¬ 
ry between Shaikh Abdullah and the 
late Mingaii Yusuf Shah, uncle of 
Maulavi ParooQ, was not because of 
any personsi animosity. It arose out 
of basic political questions—be¬ 
tween tbe Sheikh's secular national¬ 
ist stance and Mirwaic'i sectarian 
stance which took him to Pakistan, 
where he became the 'president* ot 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, and ulti¬ 
mately died 10 that country. Even 
during the poll campaign, while Dr 
Abdullah was shouting from the roof¬ 
tops that the Kceulon of the state to 
India was final, Mirwais Farooq was 
raising tba plebiscite demand. The 
unity between the SAer and the 
Bakra is therefore, both strange and 
dangerous. 

Sheikh Abdullah is respected not 
merely because he brougnt a chunk 
of land to India in 1947. He was one 
Muslim leader who did not rely on 
either the green flag or the crescent 
symbol to propagate his politics. 
Eight from 1919, when the National 



same number of seats (till tbe time 
of the interview). Moreover, Mrs 
Candhi and other central Congress 
leaders tried to cMruDunalise the 
situation particularly in the Jammu 
region to grab the votes. Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi went to the extent of saying 
that the National Conference had 
entered into an alliance with pro- 
Pakistan forces and told the people 
of Jammu that voting for the 
National Conference would be 
dangerous few the security of the 
country. Thank God, she could not 
succ^d in her design fully. 

Q: You Jiore saio JCosAm/r is 

Mirwais Aruoq.’ against mfstrust 


‘Communalism is 
alien to our culture’ 


The MIrwaiz Mauivi Farooq tells YUSUF JAMEEL 


What were your conditions 
V in your support to the 
nitionat Confertnetr 

A: i did not support any party. 
However, I asked the people not to 
vote for the Congressd) in the elec¬ 
tions which has always tried to 
malign the Kashmiri (eaders and 
made persistent moves lo throw out 
Article 370 and decrease the spe¬ 
cial status of Kashmir. Even today, 
this party is making fresh moves in 
this regard. Ii is only the Indian 
National Congress which went back 
on its promise of holding a plebis¬ 
cite in kashmir. Tbe Congress party 
conspired with the Maharejab and 
deputed certain leaders to merge 
Jammu and Kashmir with Inma 
without seekir^ the opinion of the 
people. The (ingress cennot be 
acceptable to tbe Kashmiris at all 
and the election results have 
proved it correct. 

Q: But has not your support 

caused'a setback for the Satioaal 

Conference Jn the Jamiau region? 

A: In tbe 1977 election also, the 
people of Jammu did not vote for 
the National Conference. It wet the 
Janite Party and otheri who bag¬ 
ged most of the Meis in the region. 
The Naiional Conference candk' 
dOMi had won seven oeata earlier. 
This (free coo they have secured the 


disputed territory and the people of 
Kashmir be given the right to seif- 
determine (ion which had created 
epprehens/ons in the minds of 
many people. Whardidyouectual/y 
mean.* 

A: What has been Kashmir's fate 
in the last SO years? What have we 

S lined or lost during this period? 

ave we registered any progress in 
any sphererDid we achieve politic¬ 
al or economic independence? My 
party—the Awami Action Commit¬ 
tee (AACV^believes that the poli¬ 
tical future of Jammu'and Kashmir 
i$ still unresolved as it was on IS 
August 1947. The three parties In¬ 
volved are Kashmir, India and 
Pakistan. But the peoole of Kash¬ 
mir are tbe principal party. No 
decision con be forced on them 
without their consent. 

Q: Some unoieasant events rook 
place during the elections. How do 
you react to this? 

A: I, OS the chairmen of the AAC 
and as the Mirwais (chief preacher) 
strongly condemn violence, aggres¬ 
sion, dissension, prejudices and 
mistrust. Cooununalism is a thing 
alien to our culture. We will shed 
tbe last drop of our blood in order 
to protect our minorities. That is 
the first and foremost of OUr obliga¬ 
tion. 










D r Faroo<| Abdullah has 
won his first iK»hikal 
test, though how much on 
his own and how much on 
the strength of aenti* 
menfs for his dead father is a mat¬ 
ter of debate. But, when he sue* 
ceeded his father last year, there 
were many who were cynical about 
him. The main reason for the cyiuc* 
ism which often bordered on hostil* 
ity in some sections, was that he 
strengthened Mrs Gandhi's case of 
dynastic succession. Dr Abdullah 
had CO share the wrath of almost all 
democratically-minded persons. 
There are others who still hold Dr 
Abdullah's past against him since 
he had not taken any serious in¬ 
terest in politics earlier . Instead, 
he had the image of a playboy. But. 
now he has ecnerged as a serious 
politician, even though it may be 
conceded that he owes his victory 
largely to the love of the Kashmiri 
people for Sheikh Abdullah. The 
glory of his electoral success dimi¬ 
nishes somewhat as he had to bend 
over backwards politically; the sup* 
port he got from MIrwaii FarooQ. 
I he aged political foe of his lather. 

The victory is only the beginning 
of many more political tests which 
he will nave to pass. Within his own 

E arty, his political adversary, his 
rotoer-in-Uw, Mr G.M. Shah, will 
be causing him enough problems. 
Shah has saven eight of his men 
among the newJ/•elected legisla¬ 
tors. Even during the election cam* 
paign, Mr Shah embarrassed Dr 
Abdullah by sending hoodlums 
against him in the Anantnag dis¬ 
trict. But Dr Abdullah acted 
promptly and he and his mother 
nad to personally apologise Cor the 
incident. Thus the damage was un¬ 
done. From outside he faces not a 
splintered opposition as in the p^st, 
but a unified and strong ^position 
which will have the implicit and, 
sometimes, explicit backing of the 
central government and lin Gan¬ 
dhi. It will be an aggressive and 
unprincipled opposition: it will be 
vociferous about any issue tnerely 
to promote its interest. One unfor¬ 
tunate aspect of the Kashmir elec* 
tions is that it has been ccnununal. 
There has been a Hindu-Muslin 
divide and to a leis^ extent there 
has also been a Kashmir regional 
divide: the Valley has b^o solidly 
behind the National Conference 
and the Jammu region largely 
going with the Congreudl. An 
overwhelmingly Muslim ruling par¬ 
ty faced an equally strong Hindu 
opposition. Mrs Indira Gandhi was 
in such a cynical frama of mind that 
she encouraged her partynen to 
articulate most blatantly both com¬ 
munal and regional paMions. 

What has to be watwd is bow Dr 
Abdullah reacts to these pinpricks. 


The cub 
becomes a lion 


By KEWAL VARMA 


In the elections, Dr Abdullah 
underestimated his strength and 
overestimated Mrs Gandhi’s chal¬ 
lenge. He stooped to win. He com¬ 
promised his political position 
when he embraced Mirwaii Farood 
without insisting that the latter 
discard the slogan of the plebiscite. 
Dr Abdullah's argument that even 
the Janata had an alliance with 
Mirwaii in 1977 was not very con¬ 
vincing. Whereas the Janata with 
no following in the Valley was in no 
pMition to give respectability to 
Mirwais. Dr Abdullah could do so. 
In the context of Kashmir, the plt- 
Nsciie slogen has strong communal 
connotations. Dr Abdullah embrac¬ 
ing Mirwais made Mrs Gandhi's 
task of arousing Hindu communal 
feelings in the Jammu region 
easier. 

Looking back in retrospect: there 
was no need for Dr Aodullah to 
seek Mirwais's support. Without it, 
he would perhaps have got two 
seats less in the Valley, but would 
have also got four additional seats 
in the Hindu-domineied areas of 
the janunu region. Ultimately Dr 
Abdullah and the National Confer¬ 
ence would have been a gainer by 
two seats. A maiority of the Kash¬ 
miri Muslims are secular. Bui there 
are elemenu in the Valley which 
are rabidly communal. The com¬ 
bined strength of Mirwais, the Jam- 
cnai-e-lslanii, the Mahasa Asad, the 
People's Front and the Jamauit-e- 
TuIm is not negligible. Mirwais can 
be a pocenrial Bhindranwala of 
Kashmir. He can become an actual 
Bhindranwale, courtesy Dr Abdul» 

Faroeo AbdailMh aeir a 


lah. Such a phanomanen grows lika 
Frankenstein, given ine slight 
backing frogi a mass-based party. It 
is to be seen whether Dr Abdullah, 
like the Akali moderates, extends 
hts hand to Mirwais to face Mrs 
Gandhi's challenge. Or will he 
stand firm on principles and dump 
Mirwais and his supporters politi¬ 
cally. The elections heve proved 
that Dr Abdullah has massive lup- 

E ri in (he Valley and be can defeat 
s Gandhi without relying on (he 
support of communal elements. The 
events in Punjab have shown that if 
a major party gives respectability 
to lunatics, it can cause problems. 
The ideas of the lunatics take hold 
and very soon force the ruling 

K irty to. toe its line. Similarly, il 
rs Gandhi takes to the RSS tine, 
she can play havoc. There is no 
question iMt Dr Abdullah is perso¬ 
nally a very secular and modern 
man. But many such people have 
allowed themselves to be carried 
away by the drift. For instance. 
Mohd. Ali Jinnah was personally 
very secular. His personal dealings 
witn Hindus were excallunt. Simi¬ 
larly Iqbal who wrote that great 
poem, ^5are JtAan se ecciia. Hin¬ 
dustan hem are." But both bMame 
victims—Jinnah later fathered e 
most bigoted atafe. 

Dr Abdullah, by now, should 
understand that symbolic gestures 
lika visiting religious places of 
other communities are no substi¬ 
tutes for truly secular politics. His 
visit to the Vaishno Devi temple did 
not bring him Hindu votes io Jam- 
.mu. Sinulafly, Mrs Gandhi visited 











•v*ry MusliM shrine ia the VtUcy 
whicK ceme, on her w|y during her 
election ceispaign, Tnis di4 not 
bring her Muuim votes. People tre* 
ated these as stunts. 

What Dr Farooq AbduUeh doea is 
the Valley has great relevance for 
the rest of the country. For the 
peo^e of north Indie particularly, 
the iCeshmir Vall^ occupies a spe* 
cial position. Mrs dandhi is set on e 
course where she will have to ^y 
the roll of Jinnah in reverse. Eer< 
her. she wes subtle in exploiting 
Hindu communal feelings. But as 
time passes, she is changing. This 
was evident in the election cam* 
paign in the Jammu region. If Dr 
Abdullah does not snbp his ties 
with Mirwais. Mrs Gandhi will 
damn Dr Abdullah in the whole of 
the country. She is all set to go 
ahead and fight the next national 
elections on the basis of exagger* 
ated fears of Akali communahtm, 
Muslim communalism and the 
threat to the unity and integrity of 
the country. This will release forces 
of Hindu communalism. Mrs Gan* 
dhi's design can be and must be 
thwarted. It is here where people 
like Dr Abdullah can play a role. It 
may be recalled that this country is 
indebted to Sheikh AtduUah not 
because he brought a piece of land 
to India. If in 1947 in the crucial 

C eriod of the country's history, had 
6 not extended His tuppon to 
Gandhi and Nehru. India Mrheps 
would have become a Hinou Kaaft. 
thyB. India's secularism has many 
weaknesses. But India is a unique 
case in the history of the world 
where even after the partition of 
the country on religious lines, the 
Muslims were not ariven out. This 
is the essential strength of Indian 


^ masar rhe /are Shetkh 
AbduUth 


Conference was fanned, Sheikh 
Abdullah's flag was red in colour and 
his symbol was the plough^repre- 
senting the espiracions of the com* 
■non man. In 1^7. when the Sheikh 
ensured the accession of Jammu and 
Kashmir to India in the face of 
Pakistani aggression, he strong 
ihened secular forces in the country. 
Till the day he died, the clarion call 
of Sheikh Abdullah *SAer-e*JCeshfflir 
Jra kyB irsAed, Hsndu hiusJim Stkh 
ittehBd^ <The Sher-E Kashmir's 
directive is to maintain harmony 
between Hindus, Muslims and the 
SikhsV-hed ensured that this state, 
which has distinct Hindu end Muslim 
majority regions, be a shining 
example of communal harmony. The 
task before Dr Abdullah, therefore, 
is stupendous. By giving respectabil¬ 
ity to the traditional rival s of his 
party like Mirwais Farooq, he has 
made his task even more difficult. 

The su^wrt from Mirwais Farooq 
in the elections may have helped the 
National Conference to enhance its 
victory mergins in two constituen¬ 
cies in the >^lley—Idgah and Earns* 
kadal^but it cost Dr Abdullah at 
least five seats in Jammu. The 
National Conference’s chances in 
Raadhir Singh Pure, Baribramhna. 
Jammu Cantonment, Bishnah (where 
the finance minister. Babu Parma* 
nand, lost) and Ramban were cer* 
tainly marred by the sudden support 
extended ib the party by the Awami 
action committee. 

What ia being cons^tiy harped 
upon by almost the entire national 
press IS that the rasuHs show a 

S olarisacion of voi^ between Hindu- 
ominated Jammu, which has over 
whelminaly voted for rbe Congres¬ 
s'Ik and MUsluii*dominated KaMmir 
Valley, vdiich has remaioed the bas¬ 
tion of the National Conference. 
While it IS true that the two regions 
of the state have voted for different 
partiee, it would be wrorm to uneral- 
ise end My that while ’'Hindu" Jem- 
mu is with the Congressd), ’'Muslim" 
Kashmir has gone the NarionaJ Con¬ 
ference way. In Jammu, the national 
Conference for the first time, 
won a predommantly Hindu seat. A 
barijan candidate M the NerionaJ 


Conference. Mr Jagjivan Lai. has 
wrested the seat from the BJP lead¬ 
er, Rishi Kumar Kaushal, who had 
been winning this seat as a Jana 
Sangh candidate since 19S2 The 
victoi^ of a hariian from a general 
constituency on the National infer¬ 
ence ticket is certainly significant. 
The National Conference nas, this 
time, polled 96 per cent of the total 
votes pdled in the Jemmu region. 
This is a marked improvement from 
the 11 per cent polled by it in 1977. 
Similarly, the iwrcentage of votes 
polled by the Congressd) in the 
Valley has vastly improved. Not only 
»has the party managed to win the 
Shtngus seet, but it Res polled good 
votes in elmost all the seats in A nan- 
tang district, though it lost the elec¬ 
tions. Therefore, it would be incor¬ 
rect to oversimplify the results and 
say that the state has been polarised 
into "Hindu" and "Muslim’' regions 
Communahsm will be the main 
threat to the stare of Jammu and 
Kashmir in ihe post election phase. 
Some of ihe spevenes made by the 
Congressd) leaders during the elec¬ 
tions were rabidly communal. Mrs 
Gandhi won the hearts of the tradi¬ 
tional Jana Sangh voters by her 
anti.National Conference stance, 
where she pointed towards the bor¬ 
der of Pakistan and warned the peo- 

6 le of the dangers inherent in the 
aticnal Conference's victory. Her 
tone m the Valley, of course, was 
different, but yet soothing to the 
ears of the communalists there. The 
behaviour of some of the senior 
central leaders during the campaign 
will also leave indelible spots in the 
political scenario of this sensitive 
border state. One central minister 
assaulted the district returning offic¬ 
er of Doda, who happened to be an 
IAS officer of the district magis¬ 
trate's rank. This officer had tu get 
seven stitches on his head. Another 
minister from the centre went to the 
office of a DIG of police in Srinagar 
and threw away a ^pewriter and 
told ihe officer. "This is not Pakis¬ 
tan, we will transfer you to Assam if 
you do not behave yourself". This 
sort of behaviour of central ministers 
was not classified as “poll violence" 
by the national press which carried 
conCMted stories of violent incidents 
in the state, all specially manufac¬ 
tured by the propaganda machine of 
a particular party. 

the overwhelming majority won 
by the National Conference has put 
Dt Farooi) Abdullah in a comman¬ 
ding position. Since his rift with the 
Congressd), he has been playina a 
major role on the national Kene by 
participating in the opposition con¬ 
clave in Vijayawada and offering to 
host a future meeting of the opposi¬ 
tion in Srinagar. One hopes that Dr 
Abdullah will take his national role 
more seriously now. He has managed 
to step into his distinguished father's 
shoes with distinction. He has to 
prove himself a worthy successor of 
^eikh Mohammad Abdullah. 
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‘If the Congress(l) does 
not behave, there will be 
bloodshed in Kashmir* 

Doctor- Farooq Abdullah tells UDAYAN SHABMA 


H 0 WBS looking nlajtod Mnd com¬ 
posed when I met him on (he eveoinM 
of 7 Jooe. The resttJts hed steneo 
coming in ihet morning, end till two 
in the e/remeon he hed been eery 
tense. Tlw first indieetors of (he 
morning hed fiwea eetly of e 
Congretafli vicro/v in Jemmo. 6uf by 
eerfy eftemoon U wes eqiieUy o> 
vious titar the Netiooel Cofi/«renc# 
wes scheduled for e devastating 
sweep in the VeUey. The tension wes 
over. Ferooq Abdulieh knew he bed 
won (he most diffkutt bettJe in his 
life. 

Eerher thet evening he hed a long 
telk with Dr Kerns Stngh, the former 
ruier of the state end an eld pofiticel 
adversary. But now he did not want 
to talk any more about politics. The 
only comment ha made that evening 
was, */ am obliged to Mrs Mire 
Gandhi whose party has proved to be 
the most communal party. She has 
given me a stature which would have 
taken me a long while to get. ” He did 
not even tvanr to say a word about 
his campaign. All he muttered was, 
"Thank G^, it is all over. I must 
have a rest now." And then, on an 
impulse, he said, "Let us go for e 
wtuk isutead of having intteriews 
and diacuaaina electiosu." 



I have always said thai 
centre-state relations 
should always be normal. If 
there is bitterness between 
state and centre my poor 
people will suffer. I don't 
want my people to suffer. 


We want for the walk. 

There were just five of us on the 
walk: three peraona) fnands and two 
journalists, no policemen, no secur¬ 
ity, no one from his personal staff, 
lie walked casually by the Dai Lake, 
greeting passers by, chatting with 
the kids, hugging the shikarawahas 
who have a special love for him. 
There was the joy of victory in the 
air, 6ut there were no pretensions in 
the victor. He was perhaps more 
lovable in bis hour of glory than ever 
before. 

But the talk inevitably tended to 
wander on the edges of the cam¬ 
paign. One of the areas was the awful 
misraporring which the major news¬ 
papers dtd about the election cam¬ 
paign. The bias of virtually every 
newspaper against the Hationa! Con¬ 
ference, the way in which the news 
agencies twisted and blew up stories 
was one of the sorriest realities of 
this campaign. I asked about the 
press which nad reported that Kash¬ 
mir was reeling under the wrath of 
violence indui^ed in by the National 
Confarance supporters. He just 
smiled and sard. "No comment. / 
shall Just ignore them." But then he 
could not resist commenting. "I feel 
eor^ for the newspapers," he said. 
"Wnile returning frotn Vijayawada I 
bad met some jmpoiranr liters in 
Delhi. 1 asked them to coma and saa 
witA tAajr own eyas that there was no 
blood and thunder during the cam- 
paignit^." Ona report, for instanee, 
had saia that SCO persons had been 
injured at the Prime iWuustar^s meet¬ 
ing on 3 June in Srinagar. Bur the 
was that only 29 were injured 
and none of them received serious 
in^unas. And no one reported tAar 
o/uy 7,000 people rumaa up for Mrs 
Gandhi*s meeting on 3 June. The 
fight became a Battle between the 
cano^i government and the state 
government and the state parry won 
only because the local people lowed 
and adored their leader - Doctor 


and adored tbeir Jeat 


•Doctor 


Farooq Abdullah, a man who taiJrad 
and danced and sang with his people 
as one of them. 

Tlta onir mistakas coauB/tted by 
Doctor Aodullab duh^ cAa ram* 
paigp was to accept MUnsaa Maulvi 
Tarooq'i support to his party. Every-, 
body in the Valley asked the game 

S uestion: Why did he accept the 
lautvi's support la Snaagar 


aitAoivA Aa knew that it would cost 
him some seats in Jammu region and 
his party would not add even a single 
seat to the ^iationai Con/arerrea’s 
tally in the Valley. On the orAar Aand 
rAa MauiW Aas unnacassari^ shared 
the glory of the National Conference 
victory. 

The iorerview was fiaed for the 
morning of 9 June. Oocror Abdullah 
wanted to visit a ramo/a at Habba- 
kadal in Srinagar be/ora (he inter¬ 
view: this was art unscheduled visit 
This temple had been allegedly dese¬ 
crated by some hoodlums. Doctor 
AAduUaA's visit to tArs temple lent a 
healing touch and a s/ap to Congres- 
sflj politicians who unsuacass/ui/y 
triad to prove that a vary Kashmin 
Afusirffl is a secessionist and an anti¬ 
national. Doctor Abdullah got a rous¬ 
ing reception from the local people 
who followed him in trocAs. .scooters 
and on feet There was a stampe^. 
He ivaiAad four kilometres accepting 
the greeting from all sections of the 
socraty- A graceful f^octor A bduHah 
started dancing when Aundrads of 
youths asked him to join in. When J 
tsJked to him after tAa victory pro- 
cession. Doctor A AduiiaA was a tued 
man. But he was relaxed and without 
any tension. 



My personal relations with 
tnb Nehru family will 
continue to remain as 
before. As far as poUtical 
relations are concerned, 
they will d^>er>d on how 
' thirds go. 





Doctor Sohtbj tfier 
0 yooT spocraciuor vic¬ 
tory ia the elecrit^ 

I what wiJt be your first 

_ priority? 

ATMy first priority wiU be (o hetJ 
the wounds thet have taken piece in 
this election, particulerJy the com* 
munal hatred senerated one force 
or the other, l need to mend those 
fences—straightaway. I have to 
make the people of Jammu feel chat 
they have done a tremendous jol^ 
although we did not get many seats 
from (lie Hindu belt, the votes they 
<tha Hindus) have given us are in a 
massive majority...far more than 
what BJP got. I need to tell them that 
I greatly reel honoured and we will 
continue to do the good work started 
by my father. 

Q! out Srinager is not the reiaved 
city it was before these elections, f 
hove nor seen such bitterness in the 
city before Why is it so now? 

A: I chink the election commission 
is responsible for this bitterness. If 
you remember well, there was no 
such bitterness in 1977. The election 
commission intentionally delayed 
counting and created havoc which 
generated great hatred. The people 
of Kashmir feel that tha election 
commission is not a fr*e body. It is 
directly under ihe control of the 
central government which can man* 
oeuvre it to their advantage at any 
lime. 

Q: Bvt there ere a number of 
people from the Congressfl) and the 
People's Conference in the city and 
Baremallah who claim that they 
were not allowed to cest their votes. 
Any comments? 

A: I do not chink (his is true. 

Q:Arr you satisfied with the re- 
sults? 

A: 1 think I would have wanted 
some more seats from Jammu and 
Kathna districts. But, I think the 
party has done well on the whole 
even after all the propaganda un¬ 
leashed against us. 

Q: You have recently alleged that 
the Prime Minister was communalis- 
ing poiirjcs rn the state. Whether she 
was fully responsible or not is yet to 
be found out, but the (act remains 
that there has been an attempt to 
polarise the people on communal 
lines. How are you going to tackle 
this siruarion? 

A: Yes, 1 have said so. But to face 
this situation we—the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's party as well as min^have to 
work to build bridges immediately if 
we want to contain communal frenry. 
India rannor survive if communal 
tensions continue lo divide people. 

O' Just before the campaignmg 
ended, a newspaper report ouored 
>DU saying that you would ask for the 
separation of the Jammu region from 
Xesiimir if rAe Jammu region were to 
reject you ar rne poiis. wTtat do you 
agp now? 

A'. This was Kuldip Hayar's iatar- 
viaw. I tliink Kuldip Hayar Is quite 
right. I htva scan the results and (he 





My first prlortty will be to 
heal the wounds that have 
taken place in this election, 
particularly the communal 
hatred generated by one 
force or the other. I need to 
mend those 
fences—straightaway. I 
have to make the people of 
Jammu feel that they have 
done a tremendous 
job—although we did not 
get many seats from the 
Hindu belt, the votes they 
(the Hindus) have given us 
are in a massive majority... 
far more than BJP 

support they h«ve given to us. There¬ 
fore. there is no jusiificaiion in 
asking for the separation of Jammu. 

Q: How would you conso/idate 
your gains in Jaminu region? 

A: Work, As we have been doing 
before. By improving our party's per* 
formance in local elections and ocher 
things, for example, hlghJighiing 
their problems and paying more 
attention through the government (o 
(hem. We will work as nard as we can 
to make the people of Jammu feel 
that we are grateful for the support 
they have given us and we expect 
better support next time. 

Q: According to sOtne newspeper 
reports, iTocror fCama Singh oefore 
he went to the USA had asked his 
friends in Jammu to support the 
National Conference. Is it true? 

A: 1 think Doctor Kama Singh is 
here and you should ask him. But 
Doctor Kama Singh ha« always been 
Idnd to me. 

g.' Did you meet him? 

A: Yes. We discussed the present 
situation. 

Q: Did you not compromise your 
position by accepting Mautvi 
Farooo's support? 

A: No, i a(w*t think so. Because I 

f ot support even from the Akili Da). 

get support from the Tableequl 
Islam here which is a religious body. 
It was nor an alliance, it was just a 


support as so many had given to me. 

^ You have been a personal 
friend of Rajiv Gandhi. You canvas¬ 
sed for his party in the 1980 Lok 
Sebha eiecffons and /n the 1983 
Deihi Municipal elections. He, dirr- 

a r his electioneering in the state. 

aged that you were indulging in 
communai poiirics. Would you still 
tike to canvass for his party in the 
next elections? 

A. This is a hypothetical question. 
1 have nothing to comment on Mr 
Rai IV Gandhi’s allegations. I can 
only say (hat my personal relations 
with the Nehru family will continue 
to remain as before. A.s far as politic¬ 
al relations are concerned, they will 
depend on how things go. 

Q' Congtessfl) cirries here claim 
that you will once again go to them 
in the name of family friendship and 
with a pretext of normalising centre- 
stare relations. What is your com* 
menr? 

A: I have always said (hat centre* 
state relations should always be nor* 
mal. If there is bitterness between 
state end centre my poor people will 
suffrr. I don’t wani my people to 
suffer. But no state can compromise 
on basic issues. That I will not. 

Q: Recently you said that rhecoun* 
try must he saved from Mrs Indira 
Gandhi and there should he a nation- 
al alternntive to the Congressilf. 
How wilt vou work to achieve this 
goal? 

A: I think you are referring to my 
Vijayawada speech. What I meant is: 
what IS necessary in India is a strong, 
united oppusitinn for the betterment 
of democracy. If there is a strong 
opposition, the sort of things the 
election commission did in Kashmir 
can be challenged. That is why I 
want a strong, united opposition for 
the safety of democracy, if an opposi* 
tion is united and strong, it can 
protect democratic values more than 
it is doing now. That was my inten¬ 
tion. 1 went to Vijayawada with a 
desire to maintain the democratic 
institntiuns, the Supreme Court, the 
High Courts, the judiciary, tha elec¬ 
tion commission—these should be 
free. There should be nt domination 
by the government. Only then can 
our fre^om be protected. That is 
what our forefathers had visualised. 
If the opposition is divided as it is 
now, and the centre as stroii| as it is 
now, the election commission will 
continue playing lots of cricks with 
us. The people of Kashmir have 
resented the election commission's 
partisan attitude. In Jammu, the 
Congressd) has taken a majority of 
the seats. But (hey are objecting to 
our sweep in the Valley. Why? Be¬ 
cause they are biased—with ml the 
pulls and pressures from (he central 
government. For the sake of demo 
cracy if they don’t stop now, they are 
going to have a terrible bloodshed on 
their hands which they will not be 
able to control. Therefore. 1 warn 
them. 
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Why Dr Abdullah 
lost in Jammu 


T he defeat <if the ruling 
Naiionel Conference in the 
HindU'dommated areas of 
Jammu i> otirihuted to four 
major factors: the Resettle* 
ment BiU, lack of organisation and 
dedicated cadre, massive communal 
propaganda launched by the Con* 
gressu) and the Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh. which in the fmaJ analysis 
turned the elections into a Jammu 
versus Kashmir issue and Dr Farooti 
Abdullah's alliance with Mirwais 
Mauluna Karooq. 

In the Jammu region any attack on 
the Congresscl) was turned mio an 
attack on India. Thus the burning of 
the PCCdl office in Srmagar was 
very subtly turned into a propaganda 
campaign that anti*India forces were 
active in Kashmir. The ruling party 
at the centre and the Bharatiya Jana 
Saneh also exploited the fears rt< 
garaing the Resettlement Bill with a 
whispering campaign that if this BUI 
were to ^ implamenied then the 
people residing in Jammu would 
have to leave their houses because 
'^there will be a masaive Pakistani 
influx." 

But inspire of all the propaganda, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, could 
not cash m on it and was virtually 
destroyed at the hustings with at 
least 17 out of 25 candidates which it 
ut up losing their security deptisits. 
be party failed to win a single seat 
withjts stalwarts like Chaman Lai 
Gupta, Rishi Kumar KaushuL Shiv 
Charan Gupta and Thakur Baldev 
Singh losing to virtually nun*emititfs. 
The Congress(l) emerged as a domi* 
nant "Hindu” party replacing the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. 

The BJP was a house divided and 
the RSS element in the party was 
determined to teach a lesson to the 
'Serkan” candidates. The RSS hard¬ 
core was sore with Kaushal and Cup* 
iii because it considered them to be 
very soft towards Dr Abdullah. 
There were even allegarions against 
Rishi Kumar Kaushal by his own 
partymen that he had received 
"favours” from the latechietminist^ 
Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah 
Ku»hal came a poor third in Reasi, 
the seat which was won by a 31 year- 
old scheduled caste Jogjivan Lai of 
(he National Conference. 

The National Conference which at 
the Starr of the election campaign 
was hopeful of winning at least ten 
seats from the Hindu majority areas 
of Jammu could win only one seat. 


By HARPAL SINQH BED! 


although the candidates picked up 
by the chief minister were above the 
charge of corruption and nepotism. 
Their defeat has been a big satback 
to the chief mmister who was hoping 
to consolidate his position in Jammu 
as well as in the party. 

**We would hava easily won five to 
ten seals in Hindu areas, if our party 
president Ur Abdullah had not en¬ 
tered into an alliance with Mirwair." 
said a senior National Conference 
leader in Jammu, **ln trying to retain 
two seats in Srinagar. Abdullah lost 
five in the Jammu region,” he added. 

The Resettlement Bill was made 
into a big issue by the Congresstl) 
and the BJP. The National Confer 
ence did not have an effective orga* 
nisaiion m Jammu to counter this 
propagamJs The party was totally 
dependent on the chief minister for 
Its electioneering and his reported 
interview that he will seek separa¬ 
tion of Kashmir from Jammu did 
considerable damage to the chances 
of his party's nominees The party 
had great hopes of winning the Jam¬ 
mu Cantonment seets, Ranbirsingh 
Pura (where Sqd Leader R. S. Chib 
was IIS mimmeet, Kamban (where P. 
N. Raju contested I. Bari Bramnah 
<SC teserved seat. Mrs Gurbachan 
Kumari was the party's candidate! 
and Bishnah from where finance 
mmistei Babu Parmanand contested. 
"All these seats we would have won 
but for the malicious and communal 
propaganda unleashed agait^st us. hv 
the Congressf]said one parly 
funciiotiary 

The communal frensy which was 
let Usdse during the election turned 
into Hindu vs Muslim and Jammu vs 
Kashmir issues. The Conuessili put 
the Bharatiya Janata Pariy into 
shame by indulging in communal 
propaganda. In Bhaderwah ire* 
s«n*ed seat), for example, the BJP 
did not pul up any candidate. The 
Congressdi did put up Han Lai 
Hakavhi, a prominent Hindu leader 
who was also supported by the BJP. 

Most Hindus voted for the Con* 
gress(I) because somehow the feel* 
mg spread (that too very effectively 
by word of mouth) that their in* 
teresis were safe in the hands of the 
Congressdi. The BJP was projected 
as a divided house whose statu lead¬ 
ership had been sold to the National 
Conference while the National Ccwi* 
ference was dubbed a Muslim and 
an anti'Dogra party. This had a 
tremendous effect and the BJP was 


totally destroyed in the region. This 
for a party which was hoping to 
emerge as a strong opposition group. 
Said a BJP leader. "We were stabbed 
in the back by the RSS.” 

This also proved that the BJP 
minus the RSo is nothing and cannot 
fight elections on ns own. But the 
most sordid part of the whole affair 
was that although (he BJP launched 
a vicious propogunda against the 
Kashmiri rulers, the Congrestd) 
took advantage of it: the party's 
pamphlet, which listed the grie¬ 
vances of (he people of the region, 
bear witness to this. "When you have 
ihe Congtess(l) acting as the Bjr. 
why should one vote for the BJP," 
was the common refrain heard in the 
region. And this proved correct when 
one sees the ^esuh^. The divide be¬ 
tween (he two provinces was com¬ 
plete. 

The media played a very dubious 
role in the eletoons While every 
speech of the Prune Mlnistoi deli* 
vered Uuiing her campaigning, was 
repoiied faithfully by AIR ami TV, 
those delivered by Dr Abdullah were 
ignored iixully^ Di Abdullair:s 
speech on the Parade Ground at 
Jammu made late at niglit. a few 
days before the pulK, was lieaid by 
at least 25.000 people but ir was 
ignored by the media. Most of the 
(Servers feel that )f the media had 
been faithful the Natiimal Confer* 
ence would have done better at the 
hustings. 

In the speech. Dr Abdullah re* 
futed. point bv paint, the allegations 
made by the Coiigress<I) and the 
BJP. He said the Resettlement Bill 
cannot be. implemented rill the Sup¬ 
reme Court gives its decision. He 
also said that Article 370 was added 
in the Constitution at the instance of 
the lute Maharaja Harj Singh. 

All this was partially blacked out. 
The exaggerated reports of violence 
in the Valley also created an impact 
on the minds of the people in the 
region. The net result was: polarisu* 
lion on thd^communal lines. It hud its 
backlash in the Muslim-dominated 
areas of Jammu wheie a majority of 
the seals went tu the National Con* 
ference although several of the 
National Confetence candidates 
were charged with corruption and 
nepotism and were I'ery unpopular, 
rhevsimplvwimhecauve the Muslims 
voted for the National Conference 
ius( as the Hindus voted for the 
Congressdi. 
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B ritain^ latest TV chan¬ 
nel—Channel Four, as ic is 
literally known—has not 
exaccly sec the Thames on 
fire. It's a commercial 
channel, managed by London 
Weekend Television, and in return 
for its charter from the British 
state, IS furced to have a certain 
amount of "community** repre* 
sentarion on the screen. In effect, 
this means two main programmes: 
BJack cut BtBck for people from the 
Caribbean and iLJstern Eye fur 
Asians. 

The service has been running for 
over six months and the reactions 
to the two programmes are very 
mixed. To begin with, many people 
object to the very sub-division of 
Britain's racial minorities into 
black and brown cultural groups on 
TV. They see thi.s as defeating the 
objective of making these minor* 
ities view themselves as parr of The 
same historical process, albeit with 
social and cultural differences, 
which brought them both to the 
island. Divide and **01#, all over 
again! 

Ac the same time, the specifics of 
these cultures can easily get blur* 
red, if not dissolved outright, if a 
TV programme sterts out with the 
premise chat they are to be treated 
as a homogenous whole. Farrukh 
Dhondy. the Indian writer who lives 
in Britain (his fifth book, Trip Trap 
has recently been published), 
points to one important, though 
obvious, schism between the two 
communities. The West Indiens 
have a common language. English, 
and it has remained with them in 
Britain, undergoing continuous 
chiMO and adaptation. By contrast, 
the East Indians have brought not 
only their main tongues Hindi and 
Urdu, but also local dialects like 
Sylheti. Dhondy himself has caused 
some eyebrows to be raised by 
writing a popular series called No 
Problems for Black on Black; his 
short skit with a character known 
as Roots continues on the program* 
me, which alternates with Eastern 
Eye every fortnight 
During the fortnight i spent re* 
cently in London, I managed to see 
part of both programmes, as well as 
the end of a long documentary, also 
on Channel Pour, called The Wise 
Mon and tha Spinning Wbaal This 
was presumably made with an eye 
to the resurgence of Gandhiana and 
all the euphoria surrounding Atten* 
borough's film. Jn the best tradi* 
cions of TV journalism, it sought to 
knock some of this by pointing to 
the copiinuine poverty in and 
around Ahmedabad, ‘'Cindy*i" 
home state, fi depicted the problem 
of unemployment despite the mod* 


Eyeing the east 
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DARRYL D'MONTE 


ern mills in tbe city, and the mirage 
that khddi represented But it also 
had the arrogance that Westerners 
eyeing the orient possess, hoping lo 
sum up the situation in a few mi¬ 
nutes. relying on repeated con* 
trasts between affluenev and dv* 
privation, with a glib commentary 
thrown in for amid measure . The 
failure of the film, made by James 
Bellini, was that it tried to hold 
Gandhi responsible for all the ills 
that India faces. 

The first pert of Eastern Eye. on 
the other hand, dealt fairly and 
squarely with a dilemma that Eas¬ 
terners m one suburb of London 
(Brent, near Wembley i had to con* 
front—attacks from skinheads and 
other racist youth. It was presented 
by a debonair and self-assured 
Samir Shah, who is the regular on 
the programme, and had members 
of the community talking about the 
kind of harassment they had to 
face. The interviewers were also 
Asians and this obviously prompted 
even women to face the comcras 
confidently. I'm $urB that whatever 
its compromises and contradic* 
tioiu, this face-to-face encouoter 
with the British media for the first 
time gives Aslan viewers a 
tremendous sense of identification. 

The producer pur together a spec* 
trum of views on what to do about 
the attacks—not from the usual 
British liberals and representatives 
of what's been described as the 
race retaiioni ‘'industry'* but from 
members of the community them¬ 
selves. Thus there was the do* 
goodar who thought that private 
prosecutions might be the answer, 
where the police were unwilling (or 
unablo. in the event of the victims' 
reluctance to complain) to book the 


offenders. Youth organisations 
made no secret of the fact that they 
were organising vigilante squads, 
which could be seen (members 
were shown in silhouette, » as cu 
remain unidentified) going around 
homes, asking if everything was all 
right. A spokesperson of one of 
these groups spoke disparagingly of 
"coconuts"—Asians who were 
hrown outside but white within 
their skins! Tellingly, the attacks 
had ceased wherever vigilantes had 
been organised. One person even 
said: "Now the whole community 
has become a vigilante proup." 

Several Indians J met in London 
were very disparaging about East- 
ern Eye. One referred to the "lodi* 
pop" it was peddling: how so and so 
was designing kurra.t and adapting 
designs for swinging London; huw 
video piracy was spelling the doom 
of Hindi films in me city and soap 
operas of the Asian kind She recal* 
led how Rukhii was interviewed in. 
London and ihe actress had to pull 
up the interviewer fur mispro* 
nounclng Hindi names of films. 
"Just because you live in Britain 
doesn't give you the right to forget 
your culture," Rekha sternly admo* 
rtished the interviewer. Along with 
Samir Shah, the star of the show is a 
girl of Sinhalese descent. Shyama 
Perera, who charms many viewers 
and outrages the more traditional 
bv appearing not just in British 
clothes but tmiuihaircto match the 
dress she wears on the programme). 
She had talked lo Shasm Kapoor on 
the box. In her flippant «ort of way, 
and it was reported to be "pure 
rubbish." 

Occasionally, even the detractors 
admit (hat something good creeps 
in. They all recall how a teacher of 
Goan descent in London ("some¬ 
thing Fernandes") was called in to 
describe his experience in teaching 
young British police cadets about 
Asian culture. He unearthed their 
undiluted racism, which came as a 
shock to all those viewers who fond* 
Iv imagined that would*be British 
bobbies were above that kind of 
things. Anand Fatwardhan's two 
documentaries (A TYme To Rise, 
about fruir*pickers of Indian origin 
in Canada and Prisoners of Consci¬ 
ence, about the detention of politic* 
al prisoners in India), were also 

cited a< redeeming features. 

Dhondv, after the success of his 
West Indian character series, has 
been approached to write program* 
mes tor the Fourth Channel on 
Asians. He points to the difficulty 
ol choosing any one language or 
culture group and stresses how 
such programmes will have to deal 
with the problem through situation, 
not syntax. 
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Anin Shourie is biased 


Last week Arun Shourie wrote exonerating the RSS or Hindu communal lets 
from the massacres in Assam. In this piece. KEWAL VARMA exposes the 
inaccuracies and fallacies in Arun Shourie's report. 


M r Arun Shourie has boon 
elQ<|uent about manv 
things but serangaly si- 
lent over the rote of 
communal elements m 
the Assam maseacre. (n fact, in his 
article last week, he has a made a 
positive assertion that comiounalists 
are totally free from any blame. 
**What caused the Assam massacres? 


police officer of Jagi Road. For Mr 
Shourie's iofomaiioa. this police 
officer is an Assameee Hindu. The 
point which should be understood is 
that la a situation of the kiod which 
prevailed in Assam, the administra* 
cion, like ocher sections of society, 

( ;ecs split on ethnic end commune! 
ines. 


Politics, not communalism or the 
foreign hend," says Arun Shotxrie. It 
is a strange statement to make, to 
say the least. To begin with> the 
statement assumes that communal* 
ism is not politics. Communalism is 


M r Arun Shourie says that what 
provoked the LaJung tribe to 
launch a spree of killings was an 
incident in which the Nellie villagers 
kidnapped four voung tribal women 
and killed six of their children. But 


Bec^lis? Is any proof needed? The 
AA^ lost even elementary human 
compassion: even after so much 
blood was shed it passed a resolution 
that those Bengalis who had gone to 
the neighbouring state, of West Ben* 
gal woidd not be allowed to return. 

Was it not Mr Aial Behari Va* 
jpayec who provided the incitement 
when at a public meeting at Jorhat 
he said; **11 in Punjab any foreigner 
comes then within 12 hours he will 


either be in jait or people will cut 

tnn 


big politics in (his 
country. 

Mr shourie la* 
ter makes it clear 
that what he pre* 
cisely wants to 
free from all 
blame is ‘'Hindu 


him to pieces and throw away his 
dead body.** In the case of Mr Vi* 
jpayee, often his oratory gets the 


communalism'* or 


the RSS. He says 
that at Nellie 


both Beneali 


gall 
Muslims and Ben* 

t ill Hindus were 
illed indiscrimi* 


nately. This is 
factually wrong. 
Hardly any Ben- 


Was it not Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee who provided 
the incitement when in a public meeting at Jorhat he 
said: in Punjab any foreigner comes then in 12 

hours he will either be In jail or people will cut him 
to pieces and throw away his dead body'’?...Mr 
Vajpayee aggravated Hindu-Muslim distrust when 
he said that there were reports that raBakars were 
being dropped from helicopters with sophisticated 
weapons to kill indigenous people (Assam Tribune^ 9 

March). 


beTter of him. In 
AssMm ho was vir* 
lualiy translating 
into poetic Hindi 
Enoch Powell's 
infamous sent* 
ence that the 
country would 


see the "rivers of 
blood" of rmmig* 
rants. Is it not the 
limit of • lack of 
human compas* 
Sion that the RSS 
mouthpiece Orga¬ 
niser reported 
with glee that 

when Mrs Indira 




aJi Hindus were killed. Just near 
ellie, at Amsoi reserve forest, there 
are a number of shops of Bengali 
Hindus. They were not touched. 
Eyewitness accounts say that when 
the killers were attacking Nellie 
Muslim villagers, they were shout* 
ing: **Ki]l the Muslims." As for the 
RSS. its shakhas in the Nowgong 
districts increased considerably and 
its chief instructor, Sudersban, was 
known to be active among the 
Lalung (ribals. 


this is one of those unciMfimed and 


Mr Shourie says that Zahiruddin, 
the local police officer sent a warn* 
mg about the impending killings to 
the commandant of the Assam 
police. Mr N.A. Kabir. He rubs in the 
point chat Kabir is a second genera* 
tlon Bengali Muslim immigrant. Was 
he under the influence of some Hin* 


exaggerated rumours which becomes 
the apparent cause of any communal 
riot. Even if, for argument's sake, it 
is accepted that such an incident 
took place, can human intelligence 
Bcce^ that it would lead to a retalia* 
tion in which about l.SOO people 
would be killed? Such reprehensible 
incidents take place at many places 
but these do not lead to a retaliation 
of such a magnitude. Obviously some 
other factors were operacicig. The 
job of investigative joumalUffl is not 
to pick up some material and argue 
like a petty pleeder in a mofussil 
court. Invcst^ailve Journalism re* 
quires analysis on the basis of facts 
and the maceriaLsociak politkaJ and 


Gandhi requested Mrs Rukmini 
Arundale to arrange the adoption of 
500 orphan Assamese girls, Mrs Ruk* 
mini Arundale replied tha^ she 


would adopt only lUndu glrl^ 


The Congressd) was also not lag* 
ging behind in incitii^ people to 



adminlstrarive factors wl 
such tragic incidents. 


eta lead to 


resort to violence. Mr A.B.A. Ghani 
Khan Choudhary repeatedly said at 
meetings char **] tell my people in 
West Bengal chat if the Marxists kill 
one of ours, kill two of theirs." It 
wts, indeed, a mad race between the 
Coiigress<]) and the opposition to 
spread hatred and poison among 
sections of people, just to carve out 
small support bases for cheroselves 
Mrs Indira Gandhi also opted for the 
elections'viot because she was moti* 


du communahst that he did not act 
on the message, Mr Shourie asks 
sarcastically However, if Mr Shourie 
had made further anouiries. he 
would have learnt that cm mtMaga 
could not reach Kabir in time as he 
was on duty in the interior. The 
officer who wes supposed to act in 
hit absence was toe subdivisional 
2d 


The real social criminals are those 
leaders and forces which fill people 
with so much hatred and poiaDO that 
adults start killir^even cnlidrenand 


vated by the great principle of up* 
holding Constitutional obligations: tf 


is was so. one would have, perhapa, 

y as me 


women. I hope Mr Shourie hes seen 
the pictures of the deed. WhM sins 
have those innocent children paid 

wiiUt 


for? Was it not the AASU vrfucb 
Up tba hysteria against yidaeUs l.a. 


treated the Assam tragedy 
result of an error of Judgoimt made 
in good faith. She ordered (be elec* 
(ions because she was sssured that 
she would be able to instal her own 
governoeai. In her cynical frama of 
mind, she chose to ignore the cost, in 
.bumtD and socsal terms, of the elec* 















tkmt. Bue Mn Gandhi's deciswo did 
HOC glTe a llcanca tiT others to incite 
to kill 

1 may add that the day the Assam 
atacdoni were announcad 1 mat a top 
opposition leader* who was pUyina a 
laadiAp role in the Assam nafona* 
dons, in the lounge of Bombay air- 
pon. With folded naods, I requested 
him: **Sir, Mrs Gandhi has commit¬ 
ted a blunder. Please don't com¬ 
pound it by actively campaifuing 
a|8insi the elections. In the amc^ 
tionally surcharged situation of 
Assam this could aggravate the situa¬ 
tion." Obviously he did not pay heed 
to such pleas. The Left parties, coo 
did not cover themselves with glory. 
Their primary concern in Assam was 
to retain their bast, especially 
among the Bengali Hindus. Instead 
of healing the open wounds, the 
Leftists did not even try to build 
bridges among .the warring ethnic 
groups. 

As for the role of the administra¬ 
tion: the process of its collapse had 
started with the start of the agita¬ 
tion. It had started utcing split on 
ethnic end communal lines under the 
Impact of the agitation. For instance, 
E.S. Pirihasarathy, commissioner, 
Upper Assam division, Jorhat (he 
died in a bomb explosion; the bomb 
was planted under his office chair), 
in a confidential letter D.O. No. 
CUA/CON. 67/80/128, dated 80 
March . 1981, to the chief secretary, 
wrote: 

**Even though we have succeeded 
in correcting by and large the atti¬ 
tude of our executive end police 
officers, we could not for obvious 
reasons bring about a change in the 
attitude of judicial officers over 
whom we have no control. The con¬ 
duct of Shri R.N. Deb, judkial magis¬ 
trate, Tinsukia, has come to my 
notice a number of times In the past. 
This officer seems to lack toully any 
sense of objectivity and faii^ley end 
is guided mostly by emotional and 
chauvinistic consideration. I am en¬ 
closing a copy of the letter addressed 
by the deputy conunIssioner and the 
subdivisional officer which explains 
in detail the conduct of this Judicial 
magistrate. 

“When 1 visited Tinsukia during 
the trouble, I found on scrutiny of 
the records, substantial evidence to 
show that this officer has been func¬ 
tioning In a malaf ide manner and has 
consequently ceased to command 
the confidence of all sections of the 
people. You would find from the 
records that while all Assamese per¬ 
sons arrested were invariably re¬ 
leased on bail by the megiscrace, the 
non Assamese Arsons were invan- 
abiy remanded to the judicial cus¬ 
tody even though both tfae Assamese 
and the non-Assamese persons so 
forwarded were involved in the same 
case. Borne of the AautDese mte- 
creents who were errested for poe- 
session of deadly weapons personal¬ 
ly by'the police and the and 
Mfering resistance to arrests were 


The job of investigative 
journalism is not to pick 
up some material and 
argue like a petty lawyer 
in a mofussil court. In> 
vestigative journalism 
requires analysis on the 
basis of facts and the 
material, social, political 
and administrative fac* 
tors which lead to tragic 
incidents. 


promptly released oe bail, while per¬ 
sons errested for petty cuHew viola- 
tious were forwarded to Judtoa] cus¬ 
tody since they happen to be Benga¬ 
lis or poor Bihari laDoureri. I am in 
full agreement with the conclusion 
of the deputy commissioner snd the 
subdivisional officer that communal 
considerations subftaniielly influ¬ 
ence judicial decisions of this 
officer." 

By the time the elections were 
held the Assea edministretion was 
totally paralysed. On this pvalysed 
administration was superimposed 
the burden of the electioos which 
were being violently opposed by e 
very Urge section of the population. 
Ob^ouuy. in this situation it could 
do pretty tittle to st^ the massacre 
But it bears repetition to state that 
the primary responsibility of main¬ 
taining social peace is that of social 
and political leaders and the respon¬ 
sibility of the adBunistration conies 
only next. If leaders are guilty of 
dereliction of their primary duty, the 
administration alone cannot save 


soaety. 


A s for the genesis of the Assam 
problem, »ere have been four 
pnncipal contradictions operating in 
the state. The mam conflict has b^n 
ethnic—between Assamese and Ben¬ 
galis, between Assamese and tribali 
and between Bengalis and iribals. 


Mr Shourie has accused 
fellow journalists of 
buying the communal 
line in order to ‘‘(ingrati* 
ate) themselves witn the 
rulers/* Mr Shourie is 
held in high esteem by 
the journalistic commun^ 
ity. Let him now show 
some necessary humility: 
he is not the only honest 
person in the profession. 


Couflkt mimbar two ralacaa to joba 
and is Urgaly barwtan Asaamoae 
Hindus and iwgaU Hindus. The con¬ 
flict number three is on land be* 
tween the Aasaiuese and 
Muslims, between Assamese aiid 
tribal! and between Bengali Muslims 
and tribali. In this situation, the RS5 
tried to fUb in such trouble waters 
end succeeded in injecting eooe 
dose of Hindu-Muslim communaliam 
into the problem- The RSS in 19M 

G ssed a resolution that immigrant 
Qttli Hindus and immigrant Ben¬ 
gali Muslieni should be treacod dif¬ 
ferently. In 1983, the RSS passed 
another resolution that a Hindu 
majority is asstniial for tha intagriev 
of Assam. Mr Vajpayee aggrevated 
Hindu-Musllm communal distrust 
when he said that there ware reports 
that raxaicars were 'being dropped 
from helicopters with sophisticated 
weapons to klU . indigenous people 
f Assam rribune. 9 March). 

TheCongresNU played a sup- 
plementary role by appeellng to 
Muslim sentiments. That is a very 
dangerous game. We have our whole 
history benind ui to show us how 
these emotions turn men into enim- 
alt and result In killings ^ tens of 
ihousends. The Assam problem is 
quite complex. 

Hindu communelism was one of 
the factors and not the only factor 
which caused the massacres The 
commune] overtones were surely 
most pronounced at Nellie. The sing¬ 
le track approach to run down only 
the government will not help to find 
a solution. Nor will playing to the 
gallery help. It is perha^, the limit 
of frivolity when Mr Shourie, discus¬ 
sing “seriously ..whet caused (he 
Assam massacres** quotes a telex 
message of the Assam chief secret¬ 
ary to the home ministry asking for 
despatch of food packets (surely not 
from five-star hotels) for personnel 
on poll duties. This .is one of the 
hundreds of messages which rht 
Assam administration was sending. 
Whet does Mr Shourie want to 


E >ve? Even when somebody dies at 
me, the near and dear of riwdeed 
pemn drink a cup of tea in an 
adjoining room when they come to 
mourn. This cannot be held against 
them, to show that they have no 
feeling for the departed soul. Inves¬ 
tigative journalism does not mean 
sheeting a tai^et and ignoring or 
rejecting the evidence which goes 
counter to a previously formed 


assumption. 

Mr Shourie baa accused fellow 

I 'oumalists of buying the communal 

ine in order to “(ingratiate) 
themselves with the rulers.” Mr 


Shourie is held in high esteem by the 
journalistic community. Let him now 
show some necessary numility, he it 
not the only honest person in the 
profesaion. f have joined this debate 
most relucrently. The wounds are 
deep in Assam. It would be better to 
provide a healing touch rather than 
go on reopening the wounds. ■ 



SUNDAY SPECIAL 


*‘So tBMder in th€ history ot wotid 
d&oiocrocy could form o politicoi 
porty, won (sic) the hesns of mtUioos 
end eeptured (sic) power within t 
short span of nine monrAi. Mr M T. 
Remereo could alone perform this 
miracle,'*—from the Annual R«port 
1982 $3 of the faiufu Desam, ii^en 
out at rAe party's convention ax Vi¬ 
jayawada. 


I tem: Lilt month's convantion 
of the Telufu Deum endad 
with a masaiva public matting 
at • 8S*acra plot on lha out 
akirit of Vijayawada. The 
arrangemanta (or tna maeting ware 
auparviaad by Mr V.D.S. Prakash 
Rao, a Vijayawada indusiriaUst who 
had Jant money to Mr N. T. Ramarao 
whan the future star was a lowly 
clerk. For tan days before the meet- 
ing, Mr Prakash Rao spent virtually 
all his waking hours supervising 
arrangamant for tha meeting. Yet. 
ha is not a party member. Mr N. T. 
Ramarao had asked him right at the 
beginning, ha has even pointed out 
that Mr Prakash Rao would have 
been a minister by now. NTR con* 
tinues to be a good friend but Mr 
Prakash Rao will still not be one of 
the 10*million odd who have joined 
tha Talugu Oasam party. Whan 
asked why, Mr Prakasn Rao merely 
repeats: ''No, no, 1 cannot be a mem* 
bar of this party,'^and smiles kno* 
wingly at you. 

Item: Journalists attending the 
convention were given a press badge 
which most pinned on to their shirt 

S ockets. One day, one of them put 
is badge upside down unknowinuy. 
A room waiter at the hotel saw this 
and pointed it out to the journalist. 
With typical pressman's indiffarence 
to su^ trivia, the journalise told 
him, "How does it matter.” The room 
waiter was most upset. "It does not 
matter? You put an important thing 
like that upsioa down and it docs not 
matter?” the bov left no doubt that 
he thought that this was a siur oo the 
Tetugu Detam and KTR. Whatever 
else night have er might not have 
happened, the pride of the Telugu 
people has certainly been aroused. 


A sanyasi’s 



Six months have elapsed since the actor-turned 
politician N.T. Hamarao came to power as the 
chief minister of Andhra Pradesh. What are his 
achievements? Has he been a saviour to the 
Telugus? AJAY KUMAR examines. 


Scepticism and pride; these two 
are the overwhelfl^g attitudes in 
Andhra Pradesh, six months after 
NTR was swept to power. Local jour* 
nalisa, no ivmpatnisers of the Con* 
gross (IK tell you how no matter bow 
specific a question you ask, NTR will 

t ive a long'Winded reply which will 
a vague m the extreme. NTR, they 
say now, has “verbal diarrhoea and 
mental impotence.” 

For the pMplc, however, NTR is 
atilt the aaviour. The popularity he 
commands has to be seen to be 
believed. The convention of the par* 

S f was held on the grounds of the 
idharth College. At one end of the 
ground, a small hut had been made 
where NTR stapod for tha three days 
of the convention. Entry to the con* 
veotioo premises was restricted and 
vet whenever NTR emerged from the 
nut to walk the lOOodd metres to the 
hall where the delegates were con¬ 
ferring, a cr owd of hundreds of peo* 
pic would gather around just to gape 
and walk a faw steps with tlieir 
Anna. You see their devotion in the 
sparkle in their eyes. I particularly 
remember the sight of an old lady 
scrambling to gel on top of • foot* 
high roadside kerb as Nllt went past 
in his famous Chevrolet jutting his 
torso out. When NTR, folded hands 
and bowed head, turned towards the 
old lady, the look she gave her 

e rowS'Up daughter, standing next to 
er, was one of unalloyed pride. 
Six months after NTR came to 
power, what is his report card like? 
Before that question can be 
answered, a caveat has to be eo* 
tered. NTR is unique in many ways: 
no cbiaf minister has assumeo power 
without any kind of obUgatioo vdtat- 
soever as NTR did. *T^ugu Desam 
MLAs fought the January election 
DOC on funds collected by the party 
frees Che usual moneys sources: 
they nid for their own campaigns. 
In NTR'i ease, it is truly the peo|^ 
who put him into power. When m 
says, "Name Prajah, prajale nenu (1 
am lha peoola, tha peopla art me), 
he can ooly W accusM of exaggerat* 
ing slightly. 

NTR has shown avery evidence 


that be Is fully conscious^—and 
more—of the amating faith the six 
crore people of Andhra Pradesh 
have reposed in him. And this, he 
believes, was divinely ordained. His 
coming to power is an act of God and 
his sacred duty is to serve the peo* 
pie. For them, ne Is convinced, he Is: 
a saviour. For anybody who comas in 
tha way of thair welrare, he would 
like to be a Yama. To show that no 
temptation can bedevil his calling, 
he has become a sanyssi. He says he 
has renounced all his worldl^r posses* 
siona. Any day now he will have 
shifted from his deluxe residence to 
a simple four*rpom hut. Coming from 
anybody else, all this would ha met 
with disbelief: NTR so iran^aranily 
believes in the divinity of it all, he 
has to be granted the benefit of the 
doubt. 

Haviu done chat, a corollary fol* 
lows: NTR cannot be judged hy the 
benchmarks used for (he ordin^. 
He has set himself extremely hi^ 
standard; he has proclaimed them 
from every pulpit—even at exclusive 
interviews with journalists he talks 
most about his calling. He has, then, 
to be judged by those standards. 

Examined thus, NTR's report card 
can only say: 'Extremely hard work* 
ing but tends to be impatient, li 
aJowly coming to gripe witn the real* 
10 . No one ^ubts his sincerity but 
lixe Lady Macbeth he protests too 
much. For a political novice, he hat 
shown an amaci^ grasp of the im* 
ponaace of political gasrurcs. The 
danger ia the gesture threatens to 
become all. Seems to have developed 
ambitions beyond his state. The aao* 
ger is he mi^t forget his mandate 
i» to set Andhra ngbt. Is the party 

pereooifled. Ae danger ia die party 

may never cake roou. Overatl: lots or 
ac^e for improvement.* 

A ndhra Pradesh U a state of con* 
tradictions. With an annual rice 
output of 75 lakh tonnes it ii the rice 
granary of the country but its far* 
man do not get a remunerative price 
for it. It is aiao surplus in sugarcane, 
tobacco and moat bnportaat, power, 
but 30 crore Andhrairei are below. 
















tile povtty line. It bas twoMrenmal 
rivtri, ICrishoa iitd Godarari 
travarssai it, but ii has beat) 
droughi'tffiictcd for the last year— 
currently. 172 oi its 302 taiuictfa have 
been declared drou^t-hit. Ii is rich 
in deposits of limestone, niica« coal 
and hydrocarbons and yet iu per 
capita income is lower than the other 
three Southern states. To compound 
its economic problems, the previous 
Congress (1) ministry went on such s 

f re-election spending spree that the 
elugu Desam, which had vowed to 
implement several welfare mea* 
sures, was constrained to decree a 
total freete on plan and non<plan 
expenditure in the last two months 
of the last financial year-^ihe period 
in which traditionally, all govern' 
meats go on a spend ins spree ic 
exhaust theirmisspent allotments. 

When NTR took over, the state 
kitty was empty. On the other hand. 
NTft had promised several welfare 
measures in his election manifesto. 
Of these, the most im|7ortant ones 
were the schemestoprovide a midday 
meal for school children and rice at 
Rs two per kg. The final shapes of 
the scheme emerged only earlier this 
month. The flip-flops in the schemes 
m these six months are possibly the 
best example of how NTR has dealt 
with economic realities. 

On the rice scheme, the election 
manifesto of rhe Telugu Desam said: 
It is the firm resolve of the Telugu 
Desam to ensure sale of a kilogram 
of rica for two rupees.** Since no 
criterion was mentioned, it was 
assumed that the rice would be made 
avuilahle tu all. 

At the swearing in. NTR 
announced that the Khcme would be 
confined to the ''poor.*' This was 
interpreted to mean those below the 
poverty line ue. with an annual in¬ 
come of less than Rs 3,000. Since this 
would have excluded half the state, 
there was an immediate uproar. The 
outcry was still to die down. When 
NTR announced at a public meetii^ 
before the Himayatnagar’bypoll in 
late February, that the scheme 
would cover everybody. Finally, on 
22 March, it was announced that only 
Chose with incomes less than Rs 
6,000 would be eligible. Further the 
amount that each family could buy 
would be 25 kg and not iO kg as had 
been rumoured. 

It had been anticipated that ih« 
state would re<cuire 10 lakh tonnes to 
meet the reouirements of an esti¬ 
mated 60 lakh families. It was then 
estimated chat, at 70p a kg, the state 
subsidy would come to Rs 33 crores. 
The final figures are dramatical 
different: the scheme will cover 90 
lakh families (out of 1,06.000 fami¬ 
lies in Che state), the rice offtake 
would be about i2 lakh tonnes and 
the state's subeidy Rs 70 crores. The 
financial year 1963*64 is only two 
months old and the final budget of 
the state is still to be presented. 
What rhe scheme eventually cosu 


will depend on the actual withdraw¬ 
als from the fair price sbofM: in most 
rural areas rice is available at 
around Rs two in any case. Whatever 
happens eventually, NTR cannot be 
accused of not trying to provide the 
staple diet to most of his state's 
le. 

e fate of the midday meal 
scheme for school children has been 
less kind. Originally, 60 bkh stu¬ 
dents in the ag^group 6-U were to 
gel a meal consisting of lOO gms of 
rke. 15 gms of dal. five gms of oil 
cooked in sambhar with local veget¬ 
ables added. The logistics of cooking 
and feeding proved loo much, the 
costs shot up and it was discovered 
that even adults were urtakinc of 
the Khcme. The meal was men 
slashed to just one bun <60 gm) and 
100 ml of milk to be given to only 12 
bkh children in govemmeni and 
municipal Khools. In a rice-eating 
sciCe, nobody wanted buns. At che 


STH- eve/younts CM 



end of four months it was computed 
&at 4$ crores had already been 
spent on the schema: the l5-polnt 
programme of the party, prtgMti 
psaham had estimated cnac Rs 60 
crores would be spent on It. Finally, 
in early June, ITm announced that 
the seneme would provide pre¬ 
cooked rice and samohar only to 
children of parents belonging to the 
SC/ST. bacKward communities and 
those with incoma of less than Rs 
3,000 a year. A sum of Rs 100 crores. 
he said, had been allotted for it. 
Precisely hew many students will 
benefit is not known: one estuaete 
said the figure would be only 20 
lakhs. 

Yet, NTR has emerged relatively 
uiiKaihed in his entai^emsnt with 
these Khemes than with several 
other of his decisions. Some of these 
are of doubtful merit. Or hers have 
led 10 unseemly controversies and 
yet others to aownrighi malicious 
gossip. 

Most prominent in the first categ¬ 
ory wes to retire 18.000 government 
employees at 55 instead of 58 years 
of age. In its justification it was said 
chat firstly, this was fulfilling a 
promise made in the manifesto end 
secondJy, it was meant to create 
opportunities for the poor. The mat¬ 
ter was taken up to the Supreme 
Court and thou^ it upheld the valid¬ 
ity of (he decision it directed the 
state to pay compensation to the 
affected employees It is estimated 
that (his will entail an outgo of Rs 90 
crores, that is one-ninth of che state's 
plan outlay for 1983-84. In any case, 
the move alienated'as many people 
us it seeks to help. Also, as people 
ask, what was the hurry? The govern¬ 
ment could well have given a year's 
notice to the employees to reduce 
their financial hardships and emo¬ 
tional trauma. 

Similarly, NTR also announced 
that the Legislative Council would 
be abolish^. Two reasons were 
given: economy— the state would 
save R$ 50 lakhs—and since the 
government had collected an infor¬ 
mal group of intellectuals to advise it 
there was no need for the council. 
Yet, (he impression persisted that 
NTR's decision was more because 
the Congress had a two-thirds major¬ 
ity in the 90-member council. 

Some decisions have raised more 
controversy. NTR had his first skir¬ 
mish with the press when he denied 
what he had cold them. Speaking Co 
senior correspondents soon after he 
came to power, he told (hem that be 
would shortly shift his residence to 
the deluxe Lake View Guest House. 
When Janata leaders Jaipal Reddy 
attacked him for this. NTR denied 
having told pressmen any such thing. 

Particularly thou^tless was the 
government's handling of its deci¬ 
sion to ask the Tirupari Devasth- 
anam to shift its surplus funds of Rs 
30 crores plus from the banks to the 
state treasury. Per se there was no¬ 
thing suspicious about the move but 




It was announced so arbitrarily and 
the government explanation took a 
fortnight to come with the reaiilt that 
it pointlessly got a bad name. L^ter. 
the move got stuck in the courts, so 
the Slate treasury is yet to receive 
the funds. 


Similarly, the government decided 
summarily that government doctors 
would not he allowed to do private 
practice. The objective behind this 
like 


was laudable: 


in other states. 


most government doctors neglect 
poor patients and provide effective 
treatment only at their private cli< 
nics. In most other states, with simi¬ 
lar rules a non-practising allowance 
is given to doctors. Theoretically, 
there is nothing unjust about not 
giving any such allowance. But then, 
as the doctors argued, they should 
not be required to do duty for as 
many as 18 hours a day on occa¬ 
sions—as IS the current situation. If 
the government was trying to re¬ 
form, it should arrange to recruit 
6,000 doc tors—2.000 m<i re t ha n 

on the current rolls. The doctors took 


this case to the Supreme Court which 
upheld their argument. They con¬ 
tinue to do private practice. In the 
process ell thet HTR achieved was to 
alienate 4,000 highly articulate and 
organised professionals. 

Yec enotner controversial decision 
taken related to the organisation oi 
the ei7ie psrishads. The last pan- 
chayat elections were held when Mr 
Anjaiah was the chief minister. They 
were not fought on pa^ lines bui 
the Congress had prevail^ at all the 
levels. After the Tclugu Desam cante 
CO power, it became politically neces¬ 
sary to gain command of the pen 
cheyar semiris and the ai7/e 
pemheds. The party's problem was 
that it couldn't induce defections: 
that was what the Congress<l) be¬ 
came notorious for. To get around 
this, a bill was passed which said that 
a chairman of a r///e parishad would 
be removed on a simple majority and 
not three fifths as earlier. The bill 
also stipulated that nobody could 
simultaneously be chairman^ a r/lia 
pMfish^d and an MLA or MP. Later, 
this bill was referred to a select 


committee of legislators but the gov¬ 
ernment’s haste has cast doubts ab¬ 
out its faith in democratic institu¬ 
tions. 

Several decisions have also been 
taken about the affairs of (he Telugu 
Desam which have raised eyebrows. 
At last month’s convention, the party 
did away with (he proposed election 
of the 14-member state executive 
committee, (he highest body in the 
party. Instead, Mr N T. Rama Rao, 
the president of the party, who is the 
only partyman alldwed to hold two 
posts simultaneously, was asked to 
nominate the body, which he did. 

Mr Rama Rao claimed then thar he 
was personally against the move but 
he could not very well refuse the 
partymen's wishes, could he? lliat 
was an odd thing to say considering 
that in an interview he said he saw 
nothing wrong ui his taking all the 
party's decisions. 

The move was justified on (he 
argument (hai hud the elections 
been allowed there would have been 
even more wrangling than was seen 
during (he party elections up to the 



Is NTR guilty of nepotism? 


W as high level nepotism the 
reason for rhe municipal cor¬ 
porator of Hyderabad being over 
ruled in the conversion of (he 
Ramakrishna Cine Studios into two 
cinema theatres? The question 
which is part of a raging con¬ 
troversy in Hyderabad bMomvs in 
rerestJng because the Ramakrishna 
Cine Studios were put up by the 
present Andhra Pradesh chief 
minister N. T. Ramarao during hi.s 
career as a filmstar. The studios are 
now being managed by NTR's son 
N. Jayakrishna. ilie Kamakrishna 
Studios were, till recently, the 
headquarters of the Telugu Desam 
party and is situated at the busy 
Mu.shevrabad Cross Roads. Mr 
Jayakrishna filed an application to 
(he Municipal Corporation uf 
Hyderabad (MCH) in December 
1980 seeking permission to con¬ 
struct two film theatres on (he site. 
The MCH and the Hyderabad 
Urban Development Authority 
I (HUD AI did not give approval to 
the plan on the grounds that the 
Musneerabad area was already 
highly congested However, with tl\e 
reported assistance of a former 
additional secretary in (he depart¬ 
ment of municipal administration, 
the issue was reopened on the same 
representation and permission was 
granted. 

A government order (GO) dated 
19 May 1963, was issued by the 
secretary, housing, municipal admi¬ 
nistration and urban development. 
Mr Jayakar P Johnson, relaxing 


the provisions of the zoning regula¬ 
tions. The GO. a photocopy of wniih 
was published in a local English 
daily, provided for the change of 
land use from special industrial use 
tone to local commercial use tone 
In favour of Ramakrishna Cine .Stu¬ 
dios for the conversion of the land 
For the two cinema theatres. The 
GO also assessed the comMunding 
fee for regularisation of the ex¬ 
isting studio building at Rs 1,000 
and instructed the special officer. 
MCH, to lake action and is.sue a 
building permit to the petitioner. 

Earlier, the compounding fee 
levied by the government for reg¬ 
ularising certain constructions in 
the studio complex which were in 
violation of the rules had been 
fixed at Rs 2,000 (this was reduced 
10 Rs 3,000), Sources in the muni¬ 
cipal administration indicated that 
it is not usual practice to relax or 
change urban zoning regulations 
with respect to only one building in 
a locality. Also, a gazette no tinea- 
lion is reouired regarding the in¬ 
tended relaxation on urban land 
use zone regulations and public 
objections to the change have to be 
enienained. In the special case of 
the Ramakrishna Studios, the 
secretary to. the government 
directed tKe special officer. MCH to 
issue a building permit. The opposi¬ 
tion Denies have been quick to take 
up the issue and have demanded a 
CBI probe into the questionable 
manner in which government per¬ 
mission wes given to the chief 


ministers sun liui mumotandum lu 
(he Governor of (he stute. two foi' 
mer legislators have duimed (h<i( 
the woiding nf the GO makes it 
amply clear that the change in land 
use was made for the Wiidit of a 
single individual ^nd not in the 
inicrtfsl> of the locality. 

Sometime ago. dunng the Vi 

e awada convention of the Telugu 
sam. when NTH was charged 
with nepniism he said that hU son 
had been requested by the govei ii- 
meni to build up the film industry 
in the state. An official spokesman 
in a press release issued by the 
state department of infuimaiion 
and public relations denied reports 
that HUDA had initially rejected 
Mr Jayakrishna'v request. The 
spokesman claimed thuc HUDA had 
recommended the conversion and 
the matter had been processed 
mainly during the tenure of the 
previous government .The present 
government had only accepted the 
recommendations. In his repre¬ 
sentation Mr Jayakrishna re¬ 
quested permission for conversion 
as the studios were in a busy com¬ 
mercial area ^nd work was con¬ 
stantly disrupted by the high noise 
levels'in rhe area and it interfered 
with the recordings. But as a senior 
offical told SiNhAv, these reasons 
are just as valid for not adding to 
the already high noise levels and 
congestion in one of the busiest 
localities of the city. 

Shubha Singh 
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NTR eteorn Dr Fmto^^ AbduUth dtirai$tth*eppo9itlcn mttiag 


diicrtctI«v«ilMld wB«r. 1U» would 
h«v« cmtod iUtatixy at a dma whan 
Cha party couldn't anord diaaenaloa. 
No amount of juitiflcarloA bat. 
bowevar, beao aola ro diapel the 
crUiciiD that tba mova wat rary 
raminiscaiit of iha itate of affairs in 
the Coafraat<I). 

Thara was anothar unfortunate da- 
cision at the convention. In an 
attempt to establish intra-party 
democr^ it had been decided that 
any decision taken by a unit ot the 

E arty would be binding at higher 
!veTi of the party. Decencralisaiioo 
of power should not just be a motto it 
should be prectisao right down the 
Una. For one thing, this would all* 
mini (a the rush to the capital on tha 
ava of distribution of tickets at an 
election time—a malaiia that affects 
all partial. Without giving this ax- 
perimenr enou^ time, the conven¬ 
tion decided that henceforth the de¬ 
cision of lower bodies would only be 
a recommendation. This flics in the 
face of the party's coommitmant to 
decentralisation. 

The many reasons for which NTR's 

e ovarnment has earned praise have 
ean so many that it would be ebsurd 
even to suttest that in sumi the stale 
has been Hie loser. It is undeniable 
that the nakedness of corruption is 
not there. By forbidding legislators 
from Slaying on in Hyderabad when 
the legislature is not in session, NTR 
may well succeed in turning power 
brolters into representatives of the 
people. The disciplining of the gov¬ 
ernment employees has not merely 
cleaned up the secretariat, it has 
streamlined the administration. The 
reorgan i sation of 49 government cor¬ 
porations into IS of them, and the 
replacement of legislators at their* 
apex by officials, is expected to re¬ 
duce government exMnditure by Rs 
3 crores annually, ^e abolition of 
pension for legislators will not only 
save Rs 3S lalihs per year, it also 
removes an amasing anomaly. 

In spite of all this, the opinion that 
media fraternity in Andhra Pradesh 
has of the performance of NTR is not 
very flattering. They explain this by 
saving that it is not that they wish to 
dMmphesise the good that he has 
done. They acknowledge that of 
Hyderabad's leading papers, only 
one has been unfailingly critical of 
NTR and that is ovmed by a Con^s- 
B(t) MP. They era disappointed be¬ 
cause they see portents or the Telegu 
Desam headed the same way as the 
totally ineffective AlADMK in Tamil 
Nadu. They argue that no party can 
prosper purely on personal charis¬ 
ma; Jt must have a correct grasp of 
reality and it must have a sensible 
SMio-ecokiomic programme. 

NTR has given enough reasons to 

S ve rise to me feeling that while his 
siincts might bt rlglt. his grasp of 
more intricait aariari is not quite 
setisfactory At a press confertnee 
he wu asked what ideology bis party 
believes id^la reply ceme insteotly; 


'‘Wa have our own ideals.” delivered 
in an even monotone, while looking 
intensely into the middle distance 
and away from the questioner. It is 
this kind of reply which has led to 
unkind commenis like, ”You ask 
NTR anything, anything under ihe 
sun. ha will hava a raply But if you 
can make sense out or the reply you 
are smarter then I am.” 

The dengers to the Telugu Desam 
come ell from within. Factionalism 
and dissidence has already raised its 
head. NTR attempted to snuff it out 
threatening to quit the perty if 
infilling did not stop, h is all very 
wclJ for NTR to give all to his 12 
children and then claim renuncia¬ 
tion of worldly posaessions but it will 
take a tougher moral fibre for the 
party's 199 other MLAs to walk the 
straight and narrow. It remains to be 
seen how long these MLAs refrain 
from recouping the lakhs they had 
spent on their election. 

The feeling is already there that 
the party has been more than kind to 
NTR's iamily: his son-in-law. Dr 
Venkateshwaran Rao, has been 
nominated the head of the youth unit 
of the party, TeliMu^uvata; another 
son-in-law, Channbabu Naidu, for¬ 
mer Coogressdl minister has been 
admitted Into the party after its 
admission rules were bent for him; 
his wife and other family members 
sat in at the delegates session at the 
Vijayawada convention; his son 
Jayaknshna has been shown undue 
favours by the government (see box). 
11 this tendency is not arrested, the 
effect on the party can be predicted. 
NTR must not only be seen to be 
above nepotism, be must be actually 
■b^a it. 

Ka has also sheer political sense 
by bis fierce espousal of the need to 
fivt more powers lo the states. The 
rtaliMttoo, ho sgyt, has grown oat of 


his frustration at not being financial¬ 
ly able to do as much for his state as 
he would like to. While this cannot 
be denied, his rhetoric on tha Issue 
has brou^i him to the centre-stage 
of a national debate While the 
CPI(M) in West Bengal was the first 
to raise this issue, and can even now 
marshal more facts than NTR can, 
the demand for a review of centre- 
slate relatiuns has coma to be more 
closely identified with NTR. His suc¬ 
cess in getting the 13 other opposh 
tion parties to present the issue as of 
rime importance, has only en- 
anced this impression. In the event, 
it has also given NTR a platform to 
reach out to people beyond Andhra 
Pradesh. It will that much easier 
for him to breek out of the shell 
being a regional leader. 

Politically, the hold of the Telugu 
Desam over the state has only ilgm- 
enad since the elections. It has not 
only won all but one by-election, it 
has even gained control of four (out 
of 23) zilla parishads. By enrolling 
more than 10 million members it has 
started on the long road to estab¬ 
lishing a grass roots party. It has also 
set up fronts for craae unions, youth, 
women, calls for minorities and 
backwards so that jt remains a move¬ 
ment also. The party is well on its 
way to being a juggernaut, it will 
have to watch out for the people who 
might get crushed unseen. 

There is one problem with mi re¬ 
des; the people start believing in 
them. And then they want more of 
them. NTR has achieved one mira¬ 
cle; now the people expect Ram 
Rajya from him. Even his 19-hour 
days might prove too little. Of all the 
country's leaders, ha carries the 
most amount of people's hope. He 
cannot afford to rest and he car»n<^» 
afford to be wrong. p 
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should 


NTR tells Shubha Singh 


: You have he«n 9t the helm of 
affairs for quitt soma time, 
mat wouhiyou list as your accom- 
plishments durinfi this period? 

A; Our accnniphshm<n($ arc 
chrre for the public tt» see. We have 
binrtcd uur programme to sell rice 
at Ra two a ke to the poor people, 
initiated legislation to give equal 
rights to women, abolition of pen* 
aion to legisiators, reduced the 
numlier of statv public sector cor 
poratiuns> established a women’s 
university at Tirupaii which will 
start functioning from this 
academic year The government 
hus taken up on anti corrupt ion 
drive to wipe out corrupt practices 
In the state. We have enlarged 
employment upporiunitics in the 
>tate with the reduction of retire* 
merit age for government em* 
ployees from 58 tu 5S years, banned 
capitation fees In private engineer* 
mg and medical colleges ano mtri> 
duced Teluflu as (he official ian* 
guoge at all levels. 

Q: Are you satisfied at the pece at 
j which yemr government is movinft? 

I A: We should be more speedy. 

I Which projec t* or programmes 

do you thin Jr should be taaen up at 
a /aster pace? 

A: There is no delay from the 
government we are heading. As 1 
told you, I am a speedy man by 
nature, so I think we should be 
faster. 

Which projects tvouJd you like 
tv take up first* 

A: Eaual rights for women, reor 
ganisation of the districts and reu* 
neniation of the cooperatives, 
abolition of (he Lugblative Council, 
etc... 

Q: What are your future pjaos? 

A; We are moving according to 
uur manifesto. Next T must think of 
making the concerned departmenis 
mure effective. In the sphere of 
education, the academic year is 
starling—in the month of June—we 
must be effective. The text books 
should be ready. We have abolished 
capitation fees, So, we must make 
the colleges self*sufficienl. 

Q: You made a staiemenr eorfi'er 
oa the poifticiserion o^rhe studeni 
bodies. Are^u going to take some 
action on this issuer 

A; Yes, I am going to hold calk* 
with them. 

0: Witn the student bodies? 

A: No, with the political pertieo. 
Because I want to coke their views 
also on the subject. I went to see 
seme discipline In the Inotlturiooi. 

Also durfnf the a/acrioju to 
the arudeorv* uaionst you stared 
about fha rIoJanea ia educat/orkl 


r/isrjturions... 

A: Elections should be held with¬ 
out any disturbances at all. 

ff: You wane eSeetiuns to be he/d 
wfrhour fnterfere/Ke from political 
paretes on a non-party basis. 

A; No. 1 have not resolved (his as 
yet. I want to see what they (the 
studenrsl want what they feel I am 
for more involvement and respunsi* 
bility for the students. 1 am trying 
to bnng them into the college sen* 
etes. 

, Q: You have made soma mod¬ 
ifications in the midday meal 
schame? 

A: No, no modifications. It is only 
for the needy. 

Q: Before the elections you had 
promised that the lunch scheme 
tvoufd cover ell school children be¬ 
tween the ages of six and 11 years. 

A: We have not implemented uur 
iiolicy as yet. So far the uld policy 
had been continuing. We are giving 
food only to those who need u, not 
to those who throw it away or do not 
eat it. We want to make the scheme 
more effective. 

Q: You hove taken a lot of dect- 
sions bur some of them have not 
been implemented because of stay 
orders srom the courts. Were the 
decision.'^ not planned and thought 
out property* 

A: They are all our party's poll* 
cics. 

(?.’ ^ow would you say that your 
government is different from the 
previous governments in the state? 

A: There is a watch being con- 


T am a speedy men’ 


ducted on bribery and on coirup* 
tion. We want to give a clean gov* 
emmem without any corruption or 
undue influences operating on us. 

Q: There are reports of dissen¬ 
sion in vour party. What are you 
doing about it? 

A; We have a rule about defec* 
tions. I( applies to all of us. First of 
all... 

Q: Most of the d/ssa/isfactioft in 
the Telugu Desam is not going to 
cause defections. It only re/ares to 
certain decisions or against certain 
persons... 

A: We will conect it at the party 
level itself. 

Q: So. you do not think there ia 
any place in your party for dissen¬ 
sion or disHgrvemviit? 

A. No 

Q: patty members should think 
un the same lines? 

A: They should go hand*in*hand, 
not disagree with others. Other* 
wise, disciplinary ectjun will be 
taken against ihem. 

Q: In the case of 3. Copal, MLA 
from C*A/tiur>r who has b^ii expel¬ 
led from the parly, isn't the party 
being vtndkiivo when it says that it 
will mount a public cumpafgn ro 
force him to resign from the 
Assembly? 

A. U a member's actions are 
against ihv unity of the party or the 
party discipline, then there is no 
piece for him. 

Q: You do not think that he cars 
have a role as an independent MLA 
in the Assembly? Your parry has 
already expelled him. 

A: According to the oath he took 
before the elections he should res* 
ign from the Assembly otherwise it 
just shows what kmd of a person he 
IS. 

Q: What do you think is the 
outcome of the opposition leaders’ 
meeting at Vijayawada? 

A: We met and leUced on how the 
states should conduct themselves 
and some of the national issues. 

Q: After seeing rhe poJitical lead¬ 
ers at the Vijayawada meeting 
what was your impression? Will the 
opposition rarties unite? 

A: (Laughs) We were together... 

Q: Dunng the elecrionr, one of 
the points raised by you hws lower¬ 
ing of the self-respect of the 
Telugus. 

A: Correct, we have increased the 
self-respect. 

Q: would you call the Vijayawa¬ 
da conclave a reversal of the trend 
in opposition politics... 

A'. (Laughs hudiy) Thank you 
very much. I will take it as a 
compliment. 
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HERSH, MORAR J1 
AND TRE CIA 


If is hordty surprising thot on intelligenceoutfitos mossive os the CIA should hove 
oger>ts in lodro. Indeed, it hos been known foro'bng time fhotthe CIA hod been successful 
in pkonf ing its ogenfs ot the highest level of the govemment^ncluding one in the cobinet. 
For yeors, speculations hove been going on over the identity of the cabinet minister in Indio 
who might be on the CIA's payroif ond from time to time various nomes—Y. B. Chovon, 
Jogjivon Rom, and C. Subromaniom—cropped up in this conrtection. But nobody ever took 
these conjectures seriously as it is almost customary in Indio for politicol rivols to brand 
eoch other os CIA or KGB ogents. But when o widely respected journolist like Seymour 
Hersh points his accusir>g finger to o revered politicion like Mororji Desoi, it is altogether a 

different matter. SHARON BUTLER reports from Woshlngton. 


F or Seymour tler^h. ihe 
knuwl<Mg« thut Morarji De* 
su't was an a^ent (or the 
Central Iniellis*r^ce Agen* 
iy <C1A>, is not as important 
as hi$ account o( meetings between 
the Indian amhansador to the US> Mr 
L. K. Jhii, end the US secretary of 
aute. Henry Kissinger. “Read a little 
bit further," he coaxes, “that stuff i.i 
far mare interestmL*' The meetings 
hiKhliphi Kisiiogerj dubious man* 
ipulatiorts in his handling of foreign 
offaira—the subject of Mr Hersh's 
book But for Indians, even the hint 
that Mr De«ai was on the CIA's 
payroiJ, if true, is a scandal that 
eclipses all other intrigues. For 
them, this is one more piece of 
evidence to fuel suspicions of CIA 
infiltration into highest level in the 
country, suspicions often dismissed 
as wild speculation. 

According tu Mr Hersh’s account 
in bis new bwk, The Price ot Power; 
Kinsinger in the Nixon White House, 
Mr Desai was not only a paid infor* 
mer for Hie CIA (at $i0,000 a year), 
but a 'star performer' and one of the 
agency's most important ‘assets.’ Mr 
Hersh reports, quoting unnamed; 
sources, that Henry Kissinger, then; 
national security adviser to the Pres* 
Ident, was very impressed by the 
CIA's contact and that during meet* 
ings with top officials on internaeion* 
al crises, he would often cum to 
Richard Helms, director of the CIA. 
and say, “Why can't you have a' 
source in the cabinet?” 

Mr Hersh also claims that he has 
“firmly esiablished” that Mr Desai 
worked for the agency during the 
Johnson administration (apparently 
through the so-called 303 Commit* 
tee. a covert intelligence group 
which was replaced by the 40 Com* 
mittee under the Nixon idminiatre* 
cion) and up until 1970. He presumes 
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that after that year Mr Desai con* 
linuitd to file his reports, although 
his unnamed sources did not have 
access to reports after 1970. He also 
rites circumstantial evidence to the 
effect that in 1971, President 
Richard Nixon and Mr Kissinger re* 
peacedly emphasised the high post* 
lion and the proven reliability of 
their intelligence vrurces in India 
Allhou^. according to Mr Hersh. 
Mr Desai's reports mostly concerned 
Indo-Soviet exchanges, Mr l^sai also 
relayed one extremely cniical piece 
uf information to US intelligence on 
8 December 1971: that India was on 
the verM of attacking West Pakis* 
tan. The information played a 
dramatic role, for it was used by 
President Nixon and Mr Kissinger to 
justify their tilt towards Pakistan in 
face of increasing opposition from 
the US state department. Mr Nixon 
called it one of the few really timely 


pieces of intelligence the CIA had 
ever given him. Both he and Mr 
Kissinger in their respective 
memoirs cite thu intelligence in* 
formation as authoritative. Haiping 
on Mrs Gandhi's supposed hypocrisy 
in disclaiming designs on Pakistan, 
Mr Nixon say^s in his memoirs that 
the India*Pakistan crisis took "a dis* 
curbing turn. Through intelligence 
sources we teamed chat at a meeting 
uf the Indian cabinet Mrs Gandhi 
had Jed a diKussion of plans to 
expand the war on the western front 
and to invade West Pakistan." Mr 
Kissinger, in his White House Years, 
writes that “heretofore reliable 
sources" informed him in May 1971 
that "Mrs Gandhi had ordered plans 
for a lightning '|sraeli*type' attack to 
take over East Pakistan." In the 
same book he also writes that on 7 
December 1971 “a report reached us 
from a source whose reliability we 
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bftd tiltNtr iAd $jaf rMMn to tfoubc 

and 14o not quoitton todty, to 

the 0^00 th«t Prime Miniiter Indira 
Gandhi was docaratnod to reduce 
even West Pakisian to impotence.** 
White anelyslng the Nixon* 
Kissinur tilt policy, Christopher 
Van l^llen, who was deputy assis- 
lanr secretary of state for Near East* 
em and South Asian affairs at the 
time, asserts that President Nucon 
and Mr Kissinger were alone in the 
interpretation of the CIA infoma* 
tion» which Mr Harsh alleges Mr 
Deiai authored They used it to but* 
tress their own prejudices against 
India (dearly reflected in Mr Nixon's 
memoirs) and to argue against more 
knowledgeable state oepariment 
analysts at a meeting of the Weshiog* 
ion special action group on 8 Decern* 
ber. The analysts douoted if India 
was intent on turnip West Pakistan 
into a 'client state.' They also argued 
that Indian objectives to eliminate 
the Pakistani armoured corps and air 
force was s logical step since Pahis* 
tani planes and tanks had 
spearheaded the attack on 3 Decern* 
her 1971. Yet, Mr Van Kollen says, 
the CtA report "caused Mr Kissinger 
to Ir^ to promote a close alliance 
relationship with Pakistan suggest* 
ing chat, if India attacked West 
Pakistan, the US was committed by 

E irlor agreement to come to its de* 
ance." 

The identity of the author of the 
intelligence on India's intentions 
during the Indie-Pakisiari crisis has 
long been a dark protected secret. It 
was assumed that because of the 
nature of the information passed, the 
informer must have run in the high* 
est levels of the Indian government. 
In 1979| Thomas Powers, in his For* 
trtit of the Director of tho Central 
intelligence Agency, spurred further 
speculation alwut the identity of the 
informer (or he claimed that the 
informer was a member of the 
cabinet itself (This fact is not consis* 
tent with Mr Hersh's account since 
Mr Desai had left the cabinet in 


1969.> According to Ifr Fowtm. the 
QA had made ra fern ee to an agent 
in Ae Indigfl cabinet ia a rMon to 
President Nixon in 1971 explalmng 
that the Soviets had signed a 
friendship treaty with Indie with the 
intention of dissuadliu India from 
formally recognising ^st Pakistan 
as an indeperaent nation—a move 
which the Soviets thought would 
precipiute vmr wHh Pakistan. 

The report fell into the hands of a 
reporttf of the New KorJr Times, Tad 
SsulCi who carried the substance of 
Che intelhgence in a frontpage arti* 
eJe on 13 August 1971, though he 
made no meatiOT of the cablnet*level 
agent. Mr Powers writes in The Mao 
Who Kept Semis: SUe^ni Heims 
and the CtA that Mr Helms was 
concerned about the life of his agent 
in India end imaedietely set two 
investmators on the White House 
staff, £gU Krogh artd his assistant 
David Young, to find out how the 
story had bMn leaked. 

Later that year, according to Mr 
Powers, leaks to the press more 
seriously compromised the same 
agent. On 7 D«ember. Mr Powers 
writes. Henry Kissinger asked the 
CIA for an estimate <n the probebil* 
ity of an Indian attack on West 
Pakistan. Within 24 hews, "the CIA 
case officer handling the Indian 

K >liiician in Mrs Candhi*s cabinet in 
ew Delhi was told that a decision 
had just been reached to attack in 
the west," But when that intelligence 
report along with other lop secret 
documents were published in the 
columns of Jack Anderson, "that was 
the end of the agent," says Mr Pow* 
ers. Accordingjto the deputy director 
for plans, Mr nomas Kartmeuines, 
**he (the Indian agent) told us to go 
to hell." 

T hat the CIA was active and had 
been active for a long time in 
India was no secret. Iteliable 
accounts had already disclosed at 
least some of the agency's activities. 
By columnist Jack Anderson's 



account, ia bia book The Aadmaon 
Peperst puMi^ed in 3979, India was 
crawling with CIA agents. *The CIA 
had penetrated the Indian govern* 
ment at every level and these inde* 
pendent sources sent a steady 
stream of reports (during the India* 
Pakistan war) on troop movements,* 
logistics, strata^, and even some of 
Prune Minister indire Gandhi's sec* 
ret conversations." According to Mr 
Anderson, the information was 
obtained not from the directorate of 
intelligence, the division of the CIA 
which utilises lophisticaitd spy 
satellites and other earthbound 
eavesdropping eQuipmenc, but 
rather pre*eminently from the 

directewate for plans, the CIA's "dir* 
ty*tricka department." The CIA infil* 
iraiion In India had been going on 
for some time, according to Mr 
Anderson's analysis, since agents 
there were described as old and 
reliable sources. 

According to Mr Anderson, intalli* 
gence information at the time of the 
war with Pakistan included a report 
of secret conversations on 13 Decern* 
ber 1971. between Mr Nikolay M. 
Pegpv, the Russian ambassador to 
India, and top Indian officials. Mr 
Pagov reportedly advised India to 
occupy Bangladesh quickly and 
accept a ceasefire, and to no longer 
pursue an offensive into West Pakis* 
tan. He also told Indians that the 
movements of the US Seventh Fleet 
wes Just an effort to bully India. 
Intelligence information at the time 
also included reports on private con* 
versations between Yahya Khan and 
his Prime Minister Nurul Amin that 
China would back up Pakistan in its 
conflict with India as well as report 
on Soviet ship movements in the 
Indian Ocean and Chinese troop 
movements in Tibet. Besides the re* 
ports from the CIA, of course, intelli* 
gence information from defence 
attaches in US embassies, such as 
Colonel Melvin Holst in Nepal, also 
screamed into Washington from 
South Asia. 

CIA activities In India date back 
much further than the Seventies. 
According to the insiders’ accounts 
most of the antj*US demonstrations 
io Calcutta during the Fifties and 
early Sixties were danced and orga* 
nisea by the CIA. The logic b^ind 
this was that with an anti*US feeling 
running high in the state, the Rus* 

. aiana coulo have easi^ capitalised 
on it to foment a hate*uS campaign. 
Ibe CIA prompted the possibility 

by orgenising demonstrations 

against itaelf. Since thay ware fund, 
ing the demonstrations they could 
keep a check on the demonstrators 
and determine how far they could go. 

During the Koreen War, an agent 
in Bombay tipped off American 
covert operators In South*Easc Asia 
that medical supplies were being 
ihipped from India to North Korea. 
Joee^ Goulden in his book Korea; 
The Vittoid Story of the War, pub* 



Mortrji with JtwthMfliJ Sthrv Mn Cutdhi: i cabiB«t B«a6er for two gentwtons 


Norweiltn v«$4*J CArrying mcdicil decided to hare his embesey staff nationalist and a very high* 

supplies was plratad from the high check back over the records of the principled man. 1 just can*t believe 

sens in 19S1 by the CIA with the help last 25 years to ‘esublUh just what that he would havu been bought.“ Mr 
of Teiwan. The information, accoro* we had been up to." But, says Mr Gohten also added that when he was 

ing to Mr Coulden, that made the Moynihan, the search turned up very ambassador to India, he ''had nu 

piracy possible came from e CIA little. ^We had twice, but only twice, indication that Mr Desai had done 

X nt in Jawaharlal Nehru's cabinet, interfered in Indian politics to the such a thing or that he expected any 

3. according to Victor Marchetti extent of providing money to a poli* weial favours from the United 

and John Marks, in their book The tical par^.** The embarrassing fact States. Indeed, in many matieis he 

CM and rhe cult o/inte/fveoce, the for Mrs (jMdhi was that both tunes dealt with us very severely." 

CIA mainteined large support or the money was contributed to the 

training facilities for coven opera* Congress party, which had apparent* But the vet^an reporter Seymour 

tions in norch^eest India. (Beciuse of ly ask^ for it, and once to Mrs Hersh stands by his story and indeed 

deletions imposed by a CIA* Gandbi herself. The money was claims that he ha5 ** some what mure" 

requested feaeraJ court order, given to support the Congress cam* stuff on Desai end CIA. But he de* 

however, the authors were unable re paigns against the Communist party, dined to give any more information 
elaborate.) Mr Marchetti end Mr once in Kerele. and once in West on the subject saying,'i m nut ouito 

Marks also say in their book that Bengal. Mr Moynihan also com* pillory him. Im only naming him 

Stalin's daughter, Svetlana Stalin, ments, "As we were no longer giving because of the way Kissinger and 

was assisted in her defection to the moneytofMrsGendhi), it was under* Nixon manipulated the information 

West by CIA agents in India (and by standable that she should wonder to justify policy." Commenting on 

the US ambassador Chesier RnwIesV just to whom we were giving it." Desai's reaction calling his story 
It was again dunng Chester sheer madness, Mr Hersh said, "I 

Bowles' tenure that the CIA re- *Dui while CIA ectivities are known don't know what else he cuuld say.” 

cruited 14 American mountain dim* JDto have existed in India, the When asked to give an idea of the 

bers to install a nuclear*powered allegation that Mr M^arji Desai raliability of his sources, he said, 

recording device at the top of Nanda worked for the Central Intelligence "Oh come on” end proceeded to cite 

Devi in 1965. The device was meant Agency caught many in the US by his credentials. "1 don't think any* 

to monitor China's rocket telemetry surprise. Many, including academi- body has won as many prises in the 

and atomic tests. However, a storm clans and former state department last ten years as I have.” Mr Hersh 

aborted the expedition of CIA officials are loathe to believe it. The worked for the New York nines from 

agents, an avalanche swept all the CIA, as a matter of policy, refused to 1972*1979 and new works as the 
instruments away, and tne pluto- comment. Mr Van Hollen said that national correspondent for the pre* 

nium was lost at the headwaters of he had no knowledge of the matter stigious Atienttc magazine. He has 

the Ganges river. In 1966, e second (and that be is glad be did not). Mr won more than a dozen major jour- 

Indo.American expedition was sue* Myron Weiner, professor of political nalism awards, including tne 1970 

cessful and safeV installed the science at the Massachusetts Insti* Pulitzer Prize for international re* 

listening device atop Nanda Kot, tute of Technology, was extremely porting for his story on the My Lai 

adjacent to Nanda Devi. The onginal sceptical of Mr Henb's aliegation. massacre, the George Polk award for 

mishap was finally unearthed by the Pointing out that journalists are this reporting on the secret B*^ 

Washineion Post in 1976. The then often used by US inttUigeoce offic* b^bingof Cambodia, and Polk and 

Prime Minister Morarji Desai con ers and administration officials for other awards for his stories on the 

firmed that the incident had taken political purposes, be questioned Mr CIA and Chile, CIA's domestic 

place and that the expeditions were Hersh's sources. Mr Weiner was in a s^ing. end the involvement of for* 

Joint ventures by the United Slates study group of the council of foreign mer officials In selling arms to 
and India. relations in 1971, which examinM Libya. He said that his CIA sources 

Daniel Moynihan, the US ambassa- the 1ndia*Pakisian conflict and dis* spoke with him only on the condition 

dor to India from 1973 to 1975, also puted Mr Kissinger's interpretation tnat the)b would not be identified, 

reveals yet more CIA activities, this of events. He was l<mg ifoestioned tut bis sources have proved un* 

time of a more political nature, in a whether there even was an a^ent failingly accurate, as evidenced by 

few short paragraphs in A Dangerous sending Mr Kisstnger Infomatwo. Ms pfwvious work. Wbtn asked if bis 

Piece, his memoirs, which were pub* Similarly, Robert G^een, the US source ct^d have mistaken Morarji 

lished in 1976. In 1974, Mr Moynihao ambassador to India when Mr Desai Desai for Mr M J. Desai, a former 

writes, even as Prime Minister Indira was Prime Uiniatar, also eiptassad foreign secretary of India, Mr Hersh 

Gandhi was still harpiAi in her disbelief. *1 find that taylaualNe," stid with oWieui contempt, "I have 

Speeches on the dangers of QA sub- be said. *1 have known Hr Deeel a come to a new undeiatanAng of who 

version, Mr Moynihan was meeting great many yeara^ going beck to this man was. If you are Interested, 

with top Indian officials over policy when he was a ftfiance minister. I bla reti name was: Toothfairy. That 

issues end Chine. Consequently, he know him es e very loyal' Indian is spelt T*O«0*T*II-F<A»C>R»y." 
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CA^ HERSH BE WRO^G? 


M any Pratidantt and Prinia 
Mlniatars ara known eo faava 
baan among tha CIA 'oiaies.* But 
vary few in India appear lo be in¬ 
clined to accept the Amencan jour¬ 
nalist Seymour Hersh^s suggestion 
that the former Indian Prime Minis¬ 
ter Morarji Desai had been on the 
CIA's payroll for a long time. Mr 
Desai himself dismissed the charge 
as *shaer madness.’ Even his bit¬ 
terest enemies could not visualise an 
idealist and a moralist like Morarji 
Desai feeding the CIA with vital 
secrets of (ha country. For instancei 
Charan Singh, another former Prime 
Minister, who never misses an oppor 
tuniry to criticise Mr Desai did nor 
think Hersh’s report was credible, "f 
cannot believe that Mr Desai had 
worked as the agent of any foreign 
imelhgence agency,** he said. Gul- 
lan Lai Nanda, twice acting Prime 
Minister and the union home minis¬ 
ter in the Sixties, similarly dismissed 
the allegations saying: "I do not 


know on what material the book has 
made the charge but I do net believe 
if 

The first hint that a CIA agent 
might be siitiAg in the union cabinet 
came with rbe publication of the 
book, Poftrmt of the Direcror of the 
Central Inteltigence A^ncy, by Tho¬ 
mas Powers in the winter of 1979. 
The then minister for eeteroal 
affairs. S.N. Mishra. ordered the offi¬ 
cials of his ministry to release re¬ 
levant extracts from the book relat¬ 
ing to India and the CIA to the 
Indian prase on 15 November 1979 to 
halt wild speculations on the subject. 
Simultaneously, he aUo ordered a 
high-level iaveiiigation to establish 
the identity of tM unnamed CIA 
agent in the Indian cabinet. Mrs 
f^ndhl, who was then out of power, 
when asked wbat she thought of the 
possibility of a CIA agent Wing in 
ner cabiMt, she said that it might 
not be altogether impossible 
although if the had known it she 


THE HERSH REPORT 


Here wtf rcpitxlucc cxwrpts from 
Seymour Hersh's tnufk. The Price of 
Povi'cr; Kissinger m the Nixon White 
House, which ivhsf fo Morarji Oe* 
sai's CtA conncifioas: 

e On 2 May, (1971) Nixon made a 
gesture towards appeasing those in 
his administration who wanted a 
strong stand against Pakistan ter¬ 
ror (in what is now Bangladesh) by 
signing an order limiting American 
aid to spare parts and non-let ha I 
eouipment but even that step was 
mitigated when the President 
added in his own handwriting: “To 
all hands, don't soueece Yanya at 
this time.** 

At this rime a OHraculous new 
element emerged to buttress the 
seemingly incomprehensible White 
House policy: highly classified evi> 
dence Inat Mrs Indira Gandhi was 
planning to attack East Pakistan. In 
mid-May Kissinger wrote that he 
and Nixon had learnt 'from sources 
heretofore reliable* that Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi had ordered plans for a light- 
ning Israeli-cype attack to take over 
Pakistan, For the next six months, 
xintil the final defeat of Yahyo 
Khan at the hands of India. Nixon 
•nd Kissinger constantly invoked 
their ^reliable sources' to justify riie 
While House's hard line towards 
India. The source was never named 
for an obvious reason: the InfoT' 
nant was report Ltig from India 
throt^ pM Ceniral inreUlgence 
Agency <&&A)..,The informanx was 


undoubtedly Morarji Oeiai. a prom- 
ineni Indian politician who was 
fired from the post of deputy prime 
minister by Indira Gandhi io 196^ 
but stayed m her cabinct>^fter a 
bitter (wliiical dispute. Desai was a 
paid informer for (he CIA and was 
considered one of the agency's most 
important assets. Former American 
intelligence officials recall that De- 
sal was a star performer who was 
paid 20.000 dollars a year by the 
CIA during the Johnson administra¬ 
tion. 

—page 449 

• I have been able to establish 
firmly that Desai was reporting 
thcough 1970. After that year, the 
officials yrho were willing (o discuss 
Desai's information with me were 
no longer in a position to see his 
reports, which preumably con¬ 
tinued to flow to WadingtoR» 

in paga 449 

• On 13 August 1971 Tad Szulc of 
The New York Times reported that 
the United States had received in¬ 
telligence information from New 
Delhi that the Soviet Union had 
agreed to sign the friendship treaty 
os the price for an iodefinit* delay 
in Indu's pUo to reco^se East 
Pakistan, 1 m story upset Richard 
Helms who telephoned White 
House and urged them to investi¬ 
gate the leak which he said^t his 
agent's life in danger. Tnc en¬ 
dangered agent was obviously 
Morarji Desai. 

^4oo9tom in page 4$2 


would have certainly thrown the per¬ 
son out of her cabinet. 

Nothing much has since bean 
beard al^i the outcome of the 
probe initiated by the Janata govam- 
nent and later rotlowed up by Mrs 
Gandhi. One reason could bo that the 
inquiries hed drawn a blank. 
Curiously, one person who should 
have known the most of the matter^ 
Mrs Gandhi—is yet to comment on 
Harsh's report. Another person who 
is keeping quiet is India's former 
defence minister, Jagjiven Ran. 

Thomas Powers, who had original¬ 
ly suggested in nls book that the 
unnamed CIA agent was a cabinet 
member, later admitted having com¬ 
mitted an error and maintains that 

the agent was actually a civil sarviot 
The weakest point In Hersh's story 
is that the CIA was paying a miser^ 
$20,000 a year to Morarji Deaai for 
the information it was gatting from 
him For one thing, Mr Desai hat 
bean in important positions for such 
a long time that he could have got 
any amount at his asklnjL any day. 
For another, even a raw CIA recruit 
during his training period is paid a 
salary of $27,000 annually in addL 
tion to other perks he is entitled to. 
On close questioning Mr Harsh, oi 
course, admitted that Mr Desai vras 
getting very little, much less chan he 
was actually worth. But that, accord- 
ing to hii^ was because Nfr Desai 
was working for the CIA not for 
money but lor his pathological dis¬ 
like tor the comtnunista 
It is true that UR 1977, when he 
• became the Prime Minister, Mr De- 
sei hid been an anti-communist to 
the core but that could hardly be 
sufficient reason for him to seek 
employmenc with the CIA, Other 
discrepancies in Mr Hersh's report 
are; Mr Dcmi was not the. Deputy 
Prime Minister after Mrs Gandhi 
divested him of his finance portfolio 
in the summer of 1969 (Mr Hersh 
says Mr Desai continued to be in the 
cabinet even after that), and Mrs 
Gandhi did not come back to power 
till January 1980 (Mr Hersh says Mrs 
Gai^hi returned to power in July 
1979). These cannot be easily di^is- 
sed as oversights because \fr Hersh, 
by his own atunission. had put In four 
years of bard work into the book and 
Did interviewed over 1,000 persons 
CD get his facts right. 

la spile of these flaws. Seymour 
Hersh has such a reputation as an 
investigative reporter, especially in 
matters regarding the CIA. that he 
cannot be brushed aside lightly. 
More so, as he insists that he has 
enou^ documents with him to sup¬ 
port his allegations. And thereby 
kings ibe talc 

A Special Correspondent 
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N ot very many to tne mduai* 
rial town ot Naf4a« about 
70 km west of Uiiaia io 
Madhya Pradesh, are 
familiar with the chemise 
try of toxic gases. The little that they 
know IS of the ^as produced at the 
staple fibre division of Gwalior 
Rayon Silk Manufacturing Company 
(G^ASlMi. It is a sweet smelling gas 
which has brou^l both prosper!^ 
and suffering to this Malwa region, ft 
is better known as 'Birla gas/'Birla 
gas* is not half as potent as. perhaps. 


ot very many In the indust* 


INVESTIGATION m 


prussic acid gas which kills almost 
instantaneou^y; yet in Nagda today. 


people die a slow and silent deativ— 
It is a price that they pay for i 
chance to get a job in a factor 
Thirty*eight year>oJd Mangi 


for instance, has paid a heavy price. 
Pointing to his left hand he says. 
'‘This is not mine * His speech is 
impaired and it is difficult to follow 
all that he says. On IS March this 
year, Mangi Lei felt e tremor in his 
left hand and within minutes, there 
was no sensation at all When he 
went to the locrl Jan Seva hospital 
the nurse told him that he was 
drunk. A cursory examinerton by tha 
doctor on duty was enough to di* 
aanose his case as one of hemi* 




side. It will probably take months, tf 
not years, for Mangi La] to report for 
duty at the auxiliary section of tha 
staple fibre division in Nagda where 
he nas been employed since 1967 as 
a khaUsi. He has already spent ever 
Rs 6,000 on his treatment at Nagda 
and Cholet Ram hospital in Indore. 
His liitJe, two*rDomed house in Birla* 

S ram workers’ colony is in complete 
iierray. But Mangi Lei is a compere* 
tively fortunate man: he has only one 
dependent, a U yeaT'Old son, to sup¬ 
port (his wife died three years ago). 

Equally fortunate, if not more, is 
Kaluram Jain (48) who resigned 
from his Job at the staple fibre 
laboratory in 1974, after be began to 
feel that he would die if he con¬ 
tinued to work there. '’The labora¬ 
tory where 1 worked, right from 
1962, had too much gis,’' says Jain. 
He does not know precisely which 
gas he is referring to. but he ia 
convinced that his cardiac disease, 
which was first diagnosed in 1972, 
was caused by the gas "The pain 
bi 
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hospitalised for six months at a 
stretch. My treatment was done at 
the civil hospital in UJjain, and final¬ 
ly I was declared unfit for work,” be 
says. Kaluram Jain has filed a suit 
uainst the factory management at 
the labour court in Ujjain. deman¬ 
ding adequate compensation for his 
physical impairment due to the work 
environment in the staple fibre divi¬ 
sion. 

Unlike Jain, 4S*year-old Duniar 
Singh is resigned to fate and to nis 
disease which makes him look twice 
his age. It is difficult to converai 
with him because ell he can ma&w 
to utter, and with considerable dilri* 


Nagda^s 


Numerous workers in the industrial town of Nagda are exposed 
division of Gwalior Rayon. Many of them have been cri 

death. V. T. PADmAnabhan and MAS 
carbon disulphide,, sulphur dioxidi 
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cukjr, m nny wordi IiIm ^^iontaii* 
•Ad ‘C$j.’ Durvfftr Sin^S U in acuf^ 
we of hemtuiegiei dUgnosed •• 
pentyvii oi cne Idt ildft; after 
three ^een of $uffering his entire 
body seems to have become im* 
mobile. Dun^er Sfi^ Joined the 
ninninf section of the staple fibre 
division 20 years ago. For the first six 
years he worked as a badfj worker; in 
1962 he wis eppointed on the penna- 
neni staff. He became a victim of 
paralysis in 1980; but, in between his 
treatment, he manaied to attend 
duty till February 1961. Since then 
he has remained in bed. He is still on 
the rolls of the staple fibre division, 
bur on e no*work'no*pey beiii. It is 
unlikely that he will ever reium to 
duty again. Financially, Dungar 
Sin^ is in dire straits: no salary and 
no sickness benefits. The Bmploytei’ 
State Insurance (ESI) paid him half 
his declared salary every month for 
the first 309 days after which, as par 
the rules, the sickness benefit was 
withdrawn. Today, no one is either 
accountable or responsible for Dun* 
pr Singh's plight. 

Ko one is accountable for the 
plight of S$*yaar otd Abdul Ails 
either. Wobbling around his half' 
built house in Gandhinapr colony— 
far away from the factory—Asii has 
accepted his personal trap^ with a 
disturbing confidence. In 1954, whan 
ha Joinao the viscose section of the 
Steele fibre division, Atit did nor 
really know what was in store for 
him. Ninataan years later, ha was 
rushed to Jen Seva hospital. The 
diagnosis, once apin, was a forapna 
conclusion: hemiplaegia (left). Like 
Dungar Singh, Asis received sickrteas 
benefit from the ESI for 309 days. > 
Alter this, be wu Idt to fend for 
^himself. Axis resigned his iob in 
1976 

Mohaolal Soni (43) If a bom fight* 
er. An active trade unionist, he is 
'^epared to fu^t the factory man* 
apment as wall as his heart diiaasa. 
lie joined the staple fibre division in 
1960; he is now an operator in the 
auxiliary section. In ly73. at the age 
of 33. he had hit first stroke. Ha was 
hospitalised in Ujjain for three 
months. In less than a year after 
rejolniru work, Soni was complain¬ 
ing of **chest trouble** once apin. 
Tbe aecoad attack came in Decam* 
ber 1962. He spent three months and 
about Rs S,000 at Jan Seva hospital. 
*1 had to sell cdf part of my lana and 
wife's jewellery to clear up my bills." 
be tayi. Today. Soni is back on dory. 
9ut for bow long? 

The very same question can be put 
to Had LaX <S5), an operator in the 
aujoliary section. Ha joined the ita* 
pie fibre division in 1956. In April 
1962 he was in Jan Sava hospital, 
recovarlRfl from a heart attack. He 
reponed for duty four and a half 
months later: two of those months he 
ud spent at the hospital, which cost 
him over Its S.OOO, and the rest at 
borne. 

U Hari Lai could rejoin work, ao 


Bty day to the toxic gases that are produced at the staple fibre 
led, and many more are heading for a slow and silent 
3DUL HUQ investigate the hazards of 
nd hydrogen sulphide poisoning. 

























C(iuJd Ramesh Chandra Shar 
ma (S4), a turner in the fac* 
tury workshop, Sharma 
joined the staple fibre divi* 
Sion in 1961 and in 1977 he 


spent 4!> days at Jan Sava 


after suffering a severe heart 
attack. His medical bills ran 
up to R.« 2.500. Six years ia* 
ter, he still complains of con* 
tinuous chest pain. 

Cyan Sfngh f37) is also 
back on duty in the viscose 
section where he works as an 
uperaioi. In May 19S1. four 
yvurs after his appointment. 
liU face W4^ partially para* 
IvseJ (mterbtitial neuritis or 
^•IIS palsy y At rhe cost 
of approximately Rs 4,000 




feed the GtseUer R%yos 
weaving division at Bfrla* 
ffsm, Cwdior, with staple 
fib 


2>eo fiefr) eod Bheiro : delayed symproou 


fibre which was considered 
en effective substitute to cot* 
ton becauM of in capacity to 
blend with wool, silk, jute 
and other synthetic fibres. 
Discarding the more cumber* 
some acetate process, Gwa¬ 
lior Rayon settled for the vis* 
cose process. Inilially, the 
barnboo/hardwc»od pulp, re* 
quired fog the manufacture of 
staple fibre, was bought from 
outside; so were the other 
raw materials like caustic 
soda (sodium hydroxide^ 
NaOH). In 1963. Gwalior 


and 


4S days' sick leave. Singh now man* 
ages III make adequate use of his 
facial muscles. 

UilKiramry technical assistant $. 
N.I)eoU».e (43), with a service record 
of 15 years, is not willing tu blame 
the company. Hu attributes his twof 
heart attacks, in June 1981 and June| 
19H2, to his “hereditary blood press* i 
urc." “The gas has nothing to do with* 
my cardiac trouble." he says. But he 
(iocs admit that the first stroke itself 
co!«t him somewhere in the region of 
Rs .iOOO. 

The one man who does not forgive 
the company is Kanhaiya Das Bairagi 
(.Si). He joined the staple fibre divi¬ 
sion in 1954 in the maintenance 
Hcction and later rose to the post of 
senior fitter. In 1976 he became a 
victim of hcmiplaegia (right). After 
spending three months at the Jan 
Seva hospital and at home, he re* 
joined work. His right hand was still 
partially immobile, and he was com* 
pvlleJ to work with just one hand— 
the left one. Soon, he was working 
with just four fingers of his leftt 
hand, the fifth had been cut off by] 
the fibre machine. Bairagi received' 
an BSI compensation oi Rs 60 per 
month fur life Today he runs a small 
shop on Palya Road in Nagda. 

The 45.year-old Maha Deo's para* 
lysis i» of a different sort; this 
coalyard kha/ssi who joined the sta¬ 
ple fibre division in 1963 has been 
shivering violently for the last four 
years, and it is unlikely that he will 
ever he able to work again. His ban 
advanced case of Parkinson* 
ism. In the slums of Durga* 
pum colony where Maha Deo 
lives, his neighbours are 
awestruck: the common im* 
pression is that the poor vie* 
cim is possessed by some evil 
spirit. How IS it. they ask, that 
Maho Deo still "trembles.” 
despite prolonged treatment 
at jan Seva, the ESI hospital 
and yet another in Indore? 

Bbairu Lai is not given half 
the attention that Maha Deo 
attracts in Durganura. In his 
early sixties, Bhairo Lai 
spends his duys keeping 
guard over his mango trees in 
40 


Palya gram in ibe outskirts of 
Nagda. Kis right side is still partially 
immobile. His speech is stilted. Not 
very many in Palyagrtm can offer 
detailed information about him: the 
old man seems to be the concern of 
just nobody in the village. Proa hU 
own half-sentences and monosylJ* 
ables. It is learnt that for 20 long 
years. Bhairo Lai worked as e bsdti 
worker in the carbon disulphide sec* 
lion of the staple fibre division. He 

£ ve up his job four years ago. After 
iving he l^ame a victim of hemi* 
plavgia fright). Bhairo Lai does not 
appear to nave undergone any sys* 
temaiic treatment for nis paralysis 
He seems content with the fact that 
he is still alive. 

Prom Mangi Lai to Bhairo Lai to 
the hundreds of others who have 
been, or are still employed with the 
staple fibre division of Gwalior 
Rayon, the story is essentially the 
same. It is the story of what is better 
known in Nagda as *Birla gas.* 

A detailed analysis of *Birla gas* 
and its effect on the J,000*odd em¬ 
ployees ^ the staple fibre division In 
Nagda warrants a study of the fac¬ 
tory itself and the viscose prtKess of 
manufacturing fibre. It was in 19S1 
that work began on this factory. 
Gwalior Rayon, a Biila company, 
imported two rayon manufacturing 
machines from Britain with a total 
capacity of 7.5 tonnes per day each. 
In February 1954 the factory went 
into production: it had a strength of 
a little over 350 employees. The 
purpose of this factory was mainly to 


F. C diiarma (left) and Deolaie; cardiac pazienrs 



Rayon commissioned its own rayon 
grade pulp plant in Mavoor (Kerala) 
to feed the facto^ at Nagda (another 

S lant came up in 1972 at Harlhar, 
amataka). And in October 1972, a 
chemical division was commissioned 
at Nagda itsalf to supply the NaOH 
required for fibre production. 

Meanwhile, in early 1962. an an* 
gineering and development division 
was let up in Nagda to upgrade and 
facilitate the expension of the staple 
fibre division. By 1968, all existing 
machines had been revamped and 
new ones installed. Today the fac* 
tory has an initalled capacity of 220 
lonnas, and along with the engineer* 
ing division, it employs about 3,590 
people, including rhe badJi workers 
(the chemical division Is a separate 
entity altogether). 

The increase in turnover end the 
revamping of machines, however, 
did not ensure any substantial mea* 
sures to safeguanf the health of the 
employees whose strength is now 
approximately ten times more than 
wMt it was In 1954. Today, the staple 
fibre division is a gigantic complex, 
churning out more fibre and more 
and more toxic, irritant gases that 
rake their coll on the workers. The 
factory is divided into five main 
sections: 

•Carbon disulphide (CS^> section, 
where the gas is manufactured 
through a simple process of burning 
wood charcoal with sulphur in an 
electrically charged furnace. The by¬ 
product here is sulphur dioxide 
(SOj) and hydrogen sulphide (KjS^. 

•Sulphuric acid (H^S04) 
section, where the acid is 
manufactured throu^ a pro¬ 
cess of converting SO2 mco 
SOa and reacting it with wa¬ 
ter with the catalyst, vana¬ 
dium pemoxide. 

^Viscose seetton, where 


• 

. * 





aikaline cellulose, and then 
ebumed in carbon disulphide 
to obtain viscose. . 

eSpinning section, whert 
the pulp^-'now in the form of 
the honey'like vlieose-^it 
prtise^l through 



S«Bpl€ forvcy: Ttbit I 


CoMMitnilon <iii parts^r-miUiodf mlphitf dwudc ui tbe carbon di» 

uipbide pittit 


Locatlon/operaiieos 

Factory A 

Factory B 

Factory C 

1. General atmosphere 

33.S 

31.6 

12.9 

2. Charging of coal 

90.8 

7Ad 

25.7 

3 . Charging of sulphur 

90.8 

78-9 

74.7 

4. Furnace end 

26.1 

8.0 

1.6 

5. Sulphur bOH 

21.S 

45.9 



Sourct: of hbour St omphymont, 19$9 ropon. 

Noit: The maximum ailowabte concentration of Su^ is 10 ppm. 



Sample turrtyt Table II 

Concentration <in parls>pe^milllon) oi loxle caaet in the aplnning acig baih 

section 




Factory A 



Factory B 


tocation/ 

operations 

H 2 S 

C5, 

Toga- 

iber 


C8, 

Toge¬ 

ther 

1 Spinning hath 
house near zinc pot 

— 

— 

— 

81.4 

1.7 

83.1 

2. Spinning acid 
bath near zinc pot 
mixing tank 

6.4 

8.6 

15.0 

72.1 

1.5 

73.6 

3. Spinning acid 
bath near sine pot 
near filters 

.3.0 

12.2 

15.2 

14.6 

40 

18.6 


Suuae. Miniitiy of Uhoui Si emplo/me/ti> 19^ report. 

Note: The maMimum athwaMe concentration of H^S and CSj when 
present together i$ ten ppm each. 


Sample survey: Table III 

Concentration (in parts-per-million) of toxic gases in the viscose section 



Factory B 


Factory C 

Location/ 

operations 

HiS 

CS: 

Toge* 

(her 

H;S 

CS: 

Toge¬ 

ther 

1. General atmos¬ 
phere in churn 
room 

T* 

10.1 

10.1 

0.8 

17.S 

18.3 

2 Discharging of 
viscose from 
churn to mixer 

T 

13.4 

13.4 

0.8 

42.0 

42.8 

3 . Scraping inside 
the churns 

T 

2S1.9 

251.9 

0.8 

14.0 

14.6 

4. Simplex stage 

T 

3.10 

3.10 

— 

— 

— 

5. Viscose mixer 
and blender 

T 

1-7 

1.7 

— 

5.7 

5-7 

6. Viscose ripening 
room 

T 

4.5 

4.5 

0.7 

5.0 

S-7 

7. Washing filter 
cloths 

U.9 

30.2 

43.1 

2.0 

17.4 

19.4 


*T indicates traces below O.S ppm. 

5(^ucca; of labour St etnphymatit. 1999 report 

Note: The allowable lumt mCS/UIO ppm; roferber mr/i H/5 is is 

20 ppm. 


»liu)erTeo.aacfa thbafeiadla bumail 
ftft wiA 8)000 poros, Into a sulptraric 
acid bach. 

oA/car'treatttani section. wHoro 
Che fibre is washed desulphurised, 
bleecbed, dried end packed in tba 
form of bales. 

Theoroiicelly. at ev^ stage of 
viscose fibre production, the by¬ 
products are recirculated so that 
there is minimum wastage; ininltpum 
wastage of by-products implies, In 
turn, the minimisation or health 
hazards. For instance, in (be CSi 
section, the 60t by •product should 
be despatched to the section 

CO be used in the production of 
sulphuric acid; Hio should ba 

S imped across to the sister chemlail 
risW to be used in the prepara¬ 
tion of sodium sulphide (NaS 04 ) 
which can be sold in the market to 

S aper, pt^. detergent and glass in- 
ustries. Ine retrieved H 2 SO 4 in the 
spinning section should be despatch¬ 
ed to the adjoin iag rooms which are 
lections within their own right (they 
are knovm as auirillery sections) so 
that the ecid can ba recirculatM. 

In theory ail this is very fine. 
Reality, however, U horrifying. 
There is no way in which the casual 
visitor can escape 'Birla gas.' Tha 
spinning and afterrreatmenc are the 
worst affected. What enters your 
system is unseen; it has a pun^nt, 
overpowering smell, ft leeves you 
visibly weak, with a throbbing 
headache and almost-instant nauaea. 
It is then thet you realise that over 
3,000 men breathe the 'Birla gas* day 
in and day out, for eight hours at a 
stretch. lou also remise that this 
very gas escapes into the breathing* 
tone outside where, being as dense 
as it is, it seeks the lower atmospher¬ 
ic levels, destroying crops (till a few 
years ago, Gwalior Rayon used to 

E ly *crop compensation* to neigh- 
ouring farmers) and silently killing 
the inhabitants of Nagda. 

It is difficult to imagine tha condi¬ 
tions in the CS; and HiSO^ sections. 
Visitors, and journalists in particu¬ 
lar. are not permitted to enter these 
sections. But given the nature of 
chemical reactions in these sections, 
one can hazard a guess vis-a-vis the 
concentration of toxic gases in the 
breathing tone. 

In 19S9. the ministry of labour and 
employment had published an ex¬ 
haustive, S9page report entitled 
Survey of Carbon Disulphide, Hyd¬ 
rogen Sulphide and Suiphur Dioxide 
Hasards in the Viscose nayon Indus- 
uy in India. The report was based on 
the findings of an enouiry headed by 
N. S. Mankiker, the inen chief advis¬ 
er of factories. This priceless piece of 
documentation has since gone vir¬ 
tually underground However, it is 
wonh mentioning that the report- 
based on a survey of four viKOse 
plants—listed psychic, neurological 
and gastro intestinal symptoms vis-a- 
vis the number of workers and also 
the partaper-miihon (ppm) concen- 

ai 


trdiioR of tone ^ases in the various 
staple fibre sections (see sunpie sur¬ 
vey tabtesy 

The abundance of these toxic 
gases in the work environment war* 
rants a detailed analysis of the 
effects of each on the workers in the 
st^le fibre division. 

Carbon disulphide: A colourless, 
sweet-smelling gas which can be li¬ 
quefied. In tM rayon industry It is 
used for dissolving the bamboo/ 
hardwood pulp. Its tirst ever indust¬ 
rial use as a solvent was in the 
rubber industry. Its toxic effects on 
the human body were outlined by T. 
Oliver in Diseases of Occupation 


fLondea, 191S). Olivef stentioned 
that he had seen a rubber factory in 
which the windows of the vulcanis¬ 
ing room hid been barred to keep 
men from leaping out during a deli¬ 
rious attack, tarlier in 1863, French 
physician A. Delpecb had declared: 
‘‘He who works in sulphur <C${) is no 
longer a maA.* Subs^uently, in bis 
acclaimed work. Three C^ses of 
Acute Mania from Inhaling CS^ (Bos¬ 
ton. 1892), F. Peterson ninied at 
what fellow American scientists, 
Gordy and Tnurnper. later outlined 
in great detail. The Gordy-Trumper 
enquiry in 1905 concerned 21 cases 
of CS] poisoning, with the following 


synmaatolegy: 

• Enccphalopathk (varying from 
WHiargy. anxiety states and imtabil- 
ity to vertigo)—w par cent of 21 
cases examined. 

e Diminution or loss of libido»75 
per cent. 

• Neuropithy (varying degrees)— 
70 per cent. 

eEye symptoms (subjective)—67 
per cent. 

e Gastro-intesrinal—66 per cent. 

• Asthenia, headache, muscular 
stiffness. dyspnoev^SO per cent. 

e Parkinsonism and localised 
symptoms of central nervous sys¬ 
tem—55 per cent. 


One too many 


A complete list of deaths due to 
cardiac arrest among the 
workers of CRASIM is difficult to 
obtain. The ESI hospital records 
are far from adequate: the Jan Seva 
hospital records are strictly under 
lock and key (at any rate, the Jan 
Seva records would only Include 
the names of those patients who 
died while under treatment at the 
hospitals the factory management 
is hardly cooperative; and the Nag- 
da mahapahku (mumcipalitv) does 
not keep track of the deatKs chat 
occur outside its jurisdiction (in 
many cases, the deaths occur in 
neighbouring UJjam and Indore 
where many CRAblM employees go 
for specialised treatment). A com- 

E dete list, in any case, would be too 
OM to reproduce here. 

Ine casualty among (he workers 
In the spinning and auxiliary sec¬ 
tions is, perhaps, the highest. The 
following is an incomplete list of 
deaths in these sections: 

1. Sriram Pandit. Age: Early fif¬ 
ties. Number of years in service: 
Over 20. Post: Operacur, auxiliary 
section. Dace and cause of death: 
About 13 years ago/heart attack. 

2. Hussain Mohammad. Age; Late 
fonies. Number of years in service: 
Over 20. Post; Operator, auxiliary 
section (later Hussain Mohammad 
became a contractor). Date and 
cause of death: 19 May 1980/heart 
attack. 

3. C. V. Gopalan. Age; Early fif¬ 
ties. Number of years in service: 
Over 20. Post: Senior operator, 
spinning section. Date and cause of 
death; October 1979/heart attack. 

4. Madan Sidhnath. Age: Mid- 
'thirties. Number of years in ser¬ 
vice: Around IS. Post: Spinner, 
spinning section. Dace and cause of 
death 1979;heart attack. 

S. Arvind Nair Age: Late forties. 
Number of years in service: Ovei 
20. post: Senior operator, spinning 
section. Dace and cause of death; 
July 1981/heart attack. 


6. Dhani Ram. Age- Early fifties. 
Number of years in service: Over 
20. Post: Senior operator, ginning 
section. Date and cause ot death: 
Mid'1981/been attack. 

7. Vtdya Prasad. Au: S&Number' 
of years in service: Over 20. Post: 
Group leader, spinning section. 
Date and cause of death; 10 April 
]982,1ieart attack. 

8. Shahabuddin. Age: SS. Number 
of years in service; About 26. Post: 
Operator, spinning section. Date 
and cause of death: 4 January 196.V 
heart attack. 

The number of deaths in the 
other sections of GRASIM. is equal¬ 
ly disturbing. It is to be noted, once 
^in, that the list is far from 
complete: 

9. Madanfal Kaluramji Mawar. 
Age: Mid-forties. Number of years 
in service: Over 20. Post: Fitter, 
maintenance section. Date end 
cause of death; April 1981/heart 
attack 

10. Dull Cband. Age; SI. Number 
of years in service: Ei^t. Post: 
Contract labourer, staple fibre divi¬ 
sion. Date and cause of death: 26 
November 1981/hearr attack. 

11. Ramchandra Mali. Age: Late 
fifties. Number of years in s^ice; 
Not known. Post; Khalasi, viscose 
section. Date and cause death: 
December 1981/heart attack. (Mali 
was served with his retirement 
notice the day before his death; be 
died at work.) 

12. Richpal Singh. Age: 33. Num¬ 
ber of years in servicer El^t. Post: 
Watch and ward, staple fwe divi¬ 
sion. Date and cause of death: 13 
June I98l^an attack. 

13. T. K. Kannan. Age: Late ^- 
ties. Number of years in service: 
About 20 (with a short break in 
1970-71). Post: Welder, carbon dis¬ 
ulphide section. Date and cause of 
death: December 1981/beari 
attack. 

14. Jugan Singh. Age: Early fif¬ 
ties. Number of years in Mrrice: 


Around ten. Post; Watchman, che¬ 
mical division. Date and cause of 
death: January 1962/hean attack. 
(Jufan Singh died at work, while 
sitting on a stool.) 

15. Mandloi. Age; Around 50. 
Number of years in service; Over 
20. Post: Assistant, industrial trans¬ 
port. Date and cause uf death: Ear¬ 
ly 1982/hean attack. 

16. Premchand Oataram. Age; 40. 
Number of years in service: Less 
than 20. Post: Operator viscose 
section. Date and cause uf death: 26 
March 1982/heert attack. 

17. Yunathan Age' S5. Number 
of years in service: About 2S. Post: 
Boiler attendant, power house. 
Date and cause of death: 11 March 
1982/heart attack. 

18. Vidya Prasad Pande. Age 49. 
Number of years in service; About 
28. Post: Worker, weaving section. 
Date and cause of death: 10 April 
i982/heart attack. 

19. D. S. Du bey. Age: Around SO. 
Number of years in service: Around 

20. Post: (fanteen incharge. Date 
and cause of death: Mid-l»2/heart 
attack. 

20. Madbo Singh. Age: Mid- 
forties. Number of years in service: 
Six to seven Post: Security officer. 
Dale and cause of death: Septem¬ 
ber 1982/heart attack. (Madho 
Singh died while making a call for 
an ambulance.) 

21. G. A. K. Rao. Age: Around 60. 
Number of years in service: Over 
25. Post: Despatch assistant. Dale 
and cause of death:Mid-1982/heart 
attack. 

22. Noot Mohammad. Age: 55. 
Number of yeurs in service; Over 
20. Post: Worker, painting depart¬ 
ment. Dare and cause of oeaih: 25 
December 1962/hean attack. 

23. C. S. Paiangia. Age: 28*29. 
Number of years in service: Aboue 
six. Post: Assistant, building de* 

S artment. Data and causa of oaath: 
anuary 1963/heart attack. (Paean* 
gif had bean marrlad a year ago.) 







^VMottoror pv 

• Murring of optic ditc—30 per 
cent 

Cvboti dkulphlde coocentretee, 
by uid l»rfo» on the huaiao nervee. 
Once inhalea, it treveU (ton the 
Junes to the rest of the body eloog 
wicn ox>;|en. Os retching the B«ve 
rmuet. it sttys there lor ti long ts 
14 hourt. His nerve tissues dtmeged, 
the exposed worker encounters ao 
endless number of psycholocicti 
problems. During the first monins of 
exposure, the worker mev suffer 
from a lack of sexual urge, lethargy, 
weakness, gastro-inteitinal die* 
orders, insomnia, end so on; these, 
however, are merely the early lymp- 
(ORU of CS] poisoning. In the aA- 
anced stage, his central nervous sys¬ 
tem can be impaired beyond re* 

S eir—leading to paralysis and allied 
isatsas like Farkinsonism and in¬ 
terstitial neuritis (Sells palsy), the 
research on CSj poisoning is still far 
from complete More ano more evi¬ 
dences are being detected every now 
and then. 

Hydrogen Sulphide: A foul> 
smelling, irritant gas. It is generally 
credited with asphyxia (choking). 
But American scientist H.W. Hag¬ 
gard claimed In 192S thee free H]S in 
the human blood acts upon the nerve 
tissues throughout the body: in small 
doses it depresses the nervous sy^ 
tern; in Urge amounts, like CS^, it 
perelytei the nervous system. 

Sulphur dSoside: This irritant gas 
etucks the respiratory system in uie 
main (J.A. Homes, etc, i91S). When 
Inhaled, It does not move beyond the 
lungs: It goes out with the exhaled 
air. However, on Its way oat, it 
lirlurei the airway passage (bm- 
chioli). Continued emoaure to 80} 
results in acute breethbu problems. 
The early symptoms of polseoiae 
are dry cough and chrome bronchr 
tis. In 80 to 70 per cent of chronic 
bronchitis cases, the patients also 
suffer from chronic gastritis—a rela¬ 
tionship that medical science has yet 
to explain. In the advanced stages, 
the patients becMoe victims of car¬ 
diac disorder; this Is a result of 
breathing trouble—when the air pas¬ 
sage Is under strain, the heart ^vee 
way after being overworked to pump 
out the Impure blood. 

T he staple fibre divlsioo at Nagda 
was once described by a promio- 
eni local leader as the ''slaughter* 
house of man." It has often bean the 
topic for beeted debate in the 
Medhya Pradesh Aiacmhly. A 
advKace, Babu Lai Bhirti, has even 
taken Gwalior Rayoo to coma for 
iollictlng severe damage on the 
warkan, local raddents and a^ 
cultural produce (the cast is siitl 
pending). Over the yaara, couatlaes 
number of GRASQi woiven have 
died, altfaer during service or im- 
madlatab eftsr raciracaent. The 
causa or death: adraiKed heml- 
pleagia (paralysis) or cardiac arrest 


: Thera bavt betA, and there are stUl, 
innumerable caeee of delayed lyn^K 
toms of gu poiioniag. But so far no 

S investigation has bean con- 
in Htgdi. A thorough probe 
into the sespie fibre plant and the 
working conditimts iDarain is un¬ 
doubtedly a difriculi propoiicioa. No¬ 
thing thon of a govenunent agency 
or representative can have access to 
every comer of the factory. Second¬ 
ly, the workers chameelves are morti¬ 
fied to ^ak against the manage¬ 
ment or iheit working cooditiooi. 
Even the retired employees are 
guarded in their views because most 
of them nurture the hope that d^tr 
children will find gainful employ¬ 
ment in the fectory (Gwalior RayM 
follows ao unwrittan policy of In¬ 
ducting the children of ex-employoes 
vdto have served the company "with 
single-minded devotion*). The local 
Employees’ State loturmnce (ESI) 
hospitu, tike eny other govemmeot 
hospital, is of little help to the cu¬ 
rious outsider: it has not one H>*rial- 
isi on its staff, not one doctor qual¬ 
ified Id industrial bygieoe, tw prope* 
records of its poncy holders (all 
workers of the staple fibre division 
are required, by regulation, to be 
memben of the scheme), no 
methodical case histories, and no 
updated death lists. In any case, very 
few workers actually report to the 
ESI hospital for treatmeni. They 
only go tnere if and when they neeo 
to have sick leave or medic^ allo¬ 
wance sanctioned officially (only the 
ESI is authorised to do tnis). They 
prefer to have themselves treated at 
Che Jaa Sevs hospital, a trust floated 
by the Birlas, where record books 
case histones are hidden eway 
like priceless jewels. 

problems of a thorough probe 
are further compounded by the face 
that most of the early symptoms of 
CS], H>S and SO) poisoning—symp¬ 
toms luce headaches, wealums, in¬ 
somnia, lack of sexual urge—ere dis¬ 
missed by most of the lo^ doctors 
as routine complaints. There Is no 
qualified doctor io Hagda, and 
perhaps only a few in the country, 
who can really diagnose these cases 
and venture to unearth the causa 
behind them. In any case, the factory 
managameot has always taken the 
stand that these afd "common* com¬ 
plaints, universally-known and 
accepted in urban and semi-urban 
areas' complaints which can be eash 
W rectified by Calmpose (a ve^ 
mquently p r wcf fbed medu±M In 
Nagda), vitamins and milk (both are 
supplied every day by the factory to 
the workers in the more "sensitiva” 
sectiooi like CSi)- The alarming 
number of cases with early symp¬ 
toms has somehow never perturbed 
tha managameot. 

Giveo tM geaeral constraints and 
tha seegUnily qisestionable naturej 
source cf the aar^ symptoms, Sum- 
day was compelled to reecrici Its 
Investfgatioa to the advanced cases 
of gas poUening among tha workari 


dm staple Hbra Matoa. It fnhp,> 
p arh eps, oe dlfflcuk for the managgN 
meet to dismiss these advened 
casts as universally-known and 
accused complaints in urban and 
lami-urban areas* as much as'U 
would ba difficult to overlook die list 
of recent casuattias among the fac- 
twy employees due to CMlec fai¬ 
lure (see wMu One coo many). 

In Birlegram and Durgapura col* 
onies of Nagda there is no dearth of 
cardiac patients; in the officer's col¬ 
ony wiuiin the factory premisee, 
thm are. perhaps, many more. For 
instance the president of GRASDd, 
Ur Indu Parekh (effectively the 
chief executive of che compeny) Is 
himself a bean pariant. Tha manager 
of the chemical division, Bdr UppsI it 
another case io question. But neither 
they nor most oi the affected work¬ 
ers are willing to talk. The company, 
like the machine in E.M. Forsters 
classic. The Mac/i/ne Stops, com¬ 
mands both fear and respect. 

It is unlikely that the wheels of t 
giant industry can be stopped for the 
sake of mere monals. But, perhaps, 
GRASW could have paid he^ to too 
sU mein recommenuatloiu (out of i 
total of 21) list^ in the 19S9repon: 

1. The workers in the cnurri' 
room (viscose section) should use 
respirators while the chums are 
being emptied and cleaned. 

2. uie workers In the retort rooms 
must be provided with luiuble re- 

C siors end goggles for the protec- 
of their lungs end eyes from the 
irritent fumes M SO} 

3. Air conditioning and refrigera* 
tive cooling is recommended for ^e 
spinning section. 

4. Routine examination of €8} and 
H}5 cocKentrations in the breathing 
xooc of the workers should be car¬ 
ried out to detect any faults is the 
sntem end attempts made to keep 
tne concentraiioa of each below 20 
ppm. 

S. Rourine medkal examlnatios of 
ellworkers exposed to tbeie chemic¬ 
als should be carried out and results 
recorded on properly designed 
forms, et least once in every six 
months. 

6. Retcrictod hours of work are 
recorameoded to shorten the length 
of exposure. An ideal to achieve 
shoulo be five hours in a day and not 
more then two and a half hours at a 
time (based on the British Sun- 
dard^Fectory Depertmanr Memor¬ 
andum, 1943). 

Far from implemencing these re¬ 
commendations, the company has 
started production of a new fdsre. 
Graisicnmp, which is considered 
even more haxardous for the work¬ 
ers. In the after-treatment section 
where wasted chemicals are re¬ 
trieved, the rau of retrieval for 
Grasderimp is 30 per cent leas then 
that of ordinary supla fibre. 

As for routine medical dieck-ups, 
this is not merely e recommendation. 
The Indian Standards Institution 
(191) hat stipulated (1S:S6S5 of 1970) 
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"four home... 
it's beautiful, 
but are the items 


in it insured I 







Tell us, 


what are you 
waiting for 1 


Your clothe$. kitchenware, 
aimirahs. (urniture, fridge. 
T V.. jewellery*.. all add 
up to a small fonurte. In 
case of loss or damage U 
would coal you dearly lo 
replace them. Avoid that 
ri9K. insure your 
household poseesslortt. 
right now. 

Take Oriental a 
Householder s Package 
Policy agaif>si fire, Iheft. 


At no extra cost, the seme 
policy covers you for 
personal accidents (upto 
Rs 10 , 000 ), baggage lost 
while travelling (upto 
Rs 1 . 000 ). and l^al 
tlabiiities to public 
(upto Rs. 20.000 a year). 

With over 350 Oriental 
offices, there's bound to 
be one near you. Get in 


HouMhDld#r*t Package Policy 


E«ain>«e0 

Vilue 

CvrreM 

AfriHMl 

RrMiHum 

Eellmtted 

Vtiue 

Current 

Annuel 

^remkmi 

Rt. SDAXV' 

R» SC'- I 

R« soaco/' 

Rs lao/- 

Aa. SD.OCO/' 1 Ri SO/* 

R». 7S00Q/- R«.2aS^- 

Ri.w.ooQ/' Iha tse/- 

Rs. t.00.000/- Rf.SOCV- 


touch soon, or write, giving 
your eddreaa Including District 
explosion of a gas cylinder, name, to; HPP. P 6. No. 7037. 
riot Of malicious damage. New Delhi • 110002. 

*Moe«riit axtrt li |•w•ll4rv ascMet 20% el Mtt> Mtlmefed vthie. 



ORIlNTAl 

INSURANCE 

lUca care»lUce COW. 


The Oriintal 7ke 4 Oaiwel lmurar>ce Cemparty ltd. 

(A e tfveiM bMimt CerWIlvi il MU) 




*The factory is safe’ 


T he GRASIM meAtsement is dow 
preoccupied with in rurel 
developnent schemes and the 
effluent plant that it has set up to 
combat water poUution. Both arc 
flaunted before the outsider* re* 
jardless of whether or not they are 
r^ated his area o| isteresi. The 
other preoccupation is with the cen- 
tre’s policy to araut Open 
General Licences (OGL) lor the 
import of rayon fibre. Mr T. N. 
Tandon, vice-president (sales and 
administration) is at pains to ex* 
plain the adverse affects of the 
government's policy on the indige* 
nous rayon industry; *'Our produc¬ 
tion has dropped appreciably over 
the years. With an installed capac* 
ity of 220 tonnes, today we are only 
able to churn out roughly 120 ton¬ 
nes. Who is there to question the 
wisdom of OCL?” 

Jt rakes sometime for Mr Tendon 
and his factory manager, Kaowar 
Kishori Lai, to get to the point, But 
once on the subject on toxic gesee 
and their effects on the exposed 
employees of GRAStM. they are far 
from oiffident. ^Thcre is a lot of 
talk about impotence and so on," 
says Kishori Lai, "It has been 
brought to our notice. Sometime 
back, we interrogated a worker who 
was claiming to be impotent. We 
discovered char his wife had borne 
a child barely a few months ago. 
Now what do say to that?" 

Both Messrs Tendon and Lai are 
convinced that the gases present in 
the breathing tone in the factory 
and outside, are also present in 
other industrial towns; their con¬ 
centration, perhaps, is also the 


same. "However, wa do cake steps 
CO safeguard the interests of our 
employm.** save Mr Tandoo. These 
"steps," accmiog to him, inclxide 
the distribution of vitemio ta^ 
lets and nflk among srorkers who 
may be exposed to the eases for 
longer perils of dme. "We also cry 
to minimise wastage." the factory 
manager adds hastily. "For inst¬ 
ance, we retrieve two tonnes of 
sulphur everyday from the sulphur 
dioxide generate. So where is the 
question of sulphur dioxide poison¬ 
ing? The gas nat to exist In the 
atmosphere to taka a toll bn the 
workers." Mr Lai explains that, at 
any rate, the exhaust systems are 
such that the toxic gases are thrown 
out "high into the etmosphere." 
However, he cannot explain how 
this measure helps, considering 
Chat all three toxic gases, carbon 
disulphide, hydrogen sulphide and 
sulphur dioxide, are much more 
deiUe than the atmosphere end 
Ihetefore, no matter how "high up" 
they are despatched, they tend to 
seine for the lowest poseible level. 

The I9S9 report by the ministry 
of labour and employment does not 
cut ice with the CRASIM manage¬ 
ment. "The report was hardly valid, 
even at that point in time," san Mr 
Tandon. Reason: It was not based 
on scientific tests. Besides, argues 
Mr Lai, the recommendations of the 
report vrere not adopted by any 
factory is India or abroad. "Times 
have changed," he claims. "The 
viscose process of menufec curing 
rayon fibre has undergone meny 
changes also. The report, even if it 
wai applicable then, has no rele¬ 


vance now." When asked to eUbp* 
rate on the "many changes" since 
1959, Mr Lai can list only two; 
chi^ lining ip the viscosa section, 
and tha replacing of'the retort 
process with tha eieciricdl furnace 

C rocesi in the manufacture of car* 
sn disulphide. "In 1973, a survey 
was conducted by the government, 
and they were satisfied with our 
work environment," adds Mr Lei. 
And surely, unlike the 1959 probe, 
the one in 1973 was based on prop¬ 
er scientific tests? "Yes," says Mr 
Lai emphacicaliy. 

Dismissing the recommendedons 
of the 1959 report. Mr Lai says that 
recommendations should not 
undermine the running of as Indus*- 
try. "How can we have hve-hour 
days for the workers? This is Im* 
pracdcal. 1 mean, nowhere in the 
world do you have five-hour work 
days." He does not explain the loss 
which the factory might incur if the 
shifts are reduced by three clear 
hours. Nor does he mention the fact 
that elsewhere, the working hours 
may not be less, but adequate mea* 
surei are taken to safeguard the 
health of the workers. Are workers 
in the staple fibre division at Na^a 
provided with respirators? No. Are 
they given masks to wear during 
vrork? "Only in emergency cases.* 
Are regular atmospheric tests con¬ 
ducted on the shop-floor? No. Do 
the employees go tnrough periodic 
medical check-ups? No. But there Is 
plenty of milk and vitemin cablets 
circufating in the factory. "Milk," 
says Kishim Lai, "is good for gaitro- 
Hotestinal problems.^ 


that "workers exposed to CSz should 
be examined frequently by e physi¬ 
cian acquainted with (he hasanis 
involved. The periodic examlnatioci 
should include standardised 
measurement of blood pressure, 
Simple observation of the reflexas 
and queries as to Che symptoms in- 
dlcatiog poisoning." To b^n with, 
the company has not initiated any 
measures for routine medieel ex¬ 
amination of the employees (die Jan 
Seva hospital, howaver, does tend 
with much fanfare, frequent 'mobile 
hospitalt* to the surrounding villages 
as part of iu *niral health plan'). 
Secondly, as mentioned earlier, 
there are no qualified industrial 
hygiene specialists to do fusdee to 
the employees' complaints. Bean the 
well-equipped Jan aeva has no such 
spacialUt. Thishos^tal ia headed to 
a surgeon. Dr D.R. Sonar (FRCs) 
whose knowledge of toxic gases is 
adequately displayed when, with one 
sweeping sguement he redsieea to 


dust and debris all the research that 
has been done so far on CS^ K^S and 
SO] poisoning. Says Dr aoniu. "] 
have done my own studies on the 
subject and take it from me, these 
eases are not at all harmful. Do you 
know what the real problem is? 
These workers have iieeo pampered. 
Ihey lead cushy Jive^ Tnt industry 
is such that ttoj have no manuu 
labour to do. 'Hiey just operate 
machines and they^ become lazy. 
All ihi* talk about impotence...! too 
live in the same armewphere. Look at 

B r age. I'm suffering from high 
ood pressure. But give me two 
women at night and rtf put all those 
men to shame." 

The Jan Seva hospital boasts of a 
102-mamber staff, a mobile ECG 
unit, and a very soi^sticated Inten¬ 
sive cardiac unit which, by itself, 
testifiee to the alarming number of 
have cases in Nagda. But it Is not a 
factory hospital. According to Dt 
Sonar. 40 per cent of the beds are 


fre e- but only for (be villagers (yet 
another 'rural health scheme*). C^* 
SDd employees have to pay for their 
treatment. The charges are steep, 
and the hospital, tnerefore, only 
attracts the cases of delayed symp¬ 
toms from among the staple fibre 
employees (see case srudfes). While 
moat of the workers prefer self- 
medication for tbe seemingly harm¬ 
less early symptoms, some do go for 
treatment to the ESI hos^taL The 
state of affairs here is aptly summ^ 
up to tbe hospital doctor, Kamle^ 
nigam: "A good number of workers 
who come to us attribute their sick¬ 
ness te the gases. We have no idea as 
to what is happening inside the fac¬ 
tory. What we offer is just symp¬ 
tomatic diagnosis and cure." (In¬ 
terestingly. Dr Nigam was unaware 
chat the central govenunenc had 
published an exhaustive report on 
the hasards of the gases. "Could I 
have a copy of the report?" he asked 
as an after-cboughr.) m 
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ANALYSIS 


Punjab can still be saved 


By Pran Chopra 



Mrs GMnd/u with DvbarM Singh Mt) awiipvltttrt poUtics? 




T he verbs) werfare between 
the Prime Minister and her 
son on the one hand and the 
leaders of the Akah Da) on 
the other, has become shar* 

E ft. Mr Rajiv Gandhi has accused 
ikisian of having a hand in the 
Akali agitation. Such allegations, 
true or false, might or might not be 
fair tactics in domestic politica] war¬ 
fare. But that they were made only a 
few days before the Indian foreign 
minister left for Islamabad for a 
crucial round of talks with hts oppo¬ 
site number in Pakistan does not 
speak very well of Mr Gandhi's sense 
of responsibility. 

However, the Akali leaders have 
again created space for negotiations 
by postponing the next round of 
their agitation until 17 June and by 
putting off a much publicised prog¬ 
ramme of training volunteers in the 
mean time This is one indication 
that disaster can still be headed off. 


But there are others as well. 

A recent visit to Patiala, and con* 
versations with Hindus and Sikhs of 
different types of political interest 
and commitment, has convinced me 
(if three very encouraging things. 
The most encouraging among them is 
that although relations between Hin¬ 
dus and Slims are becoming strained 
very rapidly, they have not—es yet-^ 
deteriorated as much as I had feared 
after reading newspaper reports of 
clashes in Patiala early in May. 

It is true that fanatical and prob* 
abiv politicailv motivated groups in 
bol)i communities took out. and in a 
most provocative manner, religious 
processions for which there was no 
justification in the established cus¬ 
toms of either community. The re* 
^nltirig tension was then used by 
some unemployed vagabonds, botfi 
Hindus and Sikns. who live by extort¬ 
ing protection money frum shop¬ 
keepers of both communities. Sparks 


flow. Some shops were burnt, the 
police went inch action (but much too 
late, says everyone) and there w«re 
casualties. I need not go into detailsj 
the pattern is sickenincly familiar, 
and was fully repeated. But obvious* 
ly all this could happen only because 
tbe local situation was rijM for it. 

But there was unhesitating ex* 

E ression of confidence by people of 
oth communities, ordinary as well 
as leading citiiens, and at separate 
as well as joint meetings with them, 
that these troubles have nut affected 
the broad current uf relations be* 
tween the city's Hindus and Sikhs, 
and mutual gt^will continues to be 
great in a city which has a good 
record of civic peace. The infection 
is only m some truubleil spots and 
groups, and the |>ositiun in the vil¬ 
lages, thev think, is ewn better 


In other cit ies the position is nor 

S .ood hut also not as bad as I had 
eared. One powerful lieneficial con* 
sequence of this is that still there are 
many prominent citisens of both 
communities, respected and trusted 
not only by their own community but 
by the opposite one as well, who are 
willmg to pool forces, come to a 
common platform and jointly raise 
therr voices in support of sane solu¬ 
tions of the state's problems. Of 
course this willingness would not be 
enough by itself and would differ 
little from pious platitudes if it wore 
not accomi^nleo also by agreement 
on which solutions would be “sane." 
But there is broad agreement on this 
as well. 

Such an agreement would also not 
be enough by itself if it were con* 
fined to a few people who by training 
and habit and freedom from political 
ibiases have a privileged ability to 
take an objective view of things. 
They would be drowned in a sea of 
prejudice. But the second encouru- 
ing thing 1 saw is that compared with 
only a ^w months ago, there is far 
less disagreement now between the 
Hindus and Sikhs about the four, 
main demands which have been 
raised by the Akali Dei. 

There art many unauthorised ver¬ 
sions of these demands, tome ridicu* 
ious, some ominous, and they are 
further distorted by populist rneior* 
k Ml the Goloeri TampUi some of 
which is thoroughly irr«if«fuiUe if. 
iDot dellbararely nfuhievous. But in 
the negotiations, with iha govern* 
ment of Indie the Akali Dal itself has 
































The government is shirking a solution to thB (Punjab) 
problem bec£Uise the Congress is busy calculating 
where its electoral advantage lies among the Hindus. 
But a situation is developing in which the Congress 
might well lose the Sikh vote irretrievably without 
winning any substantial section of the Hindu vote If 
Hindu opinion continues to shift as it is doing with 
regard to the demands (of the Akalis). 


pul forw«rd, lad cbic toe in writing, 
th« following four. 

First. About river wecers. The Ake* 
li Dai cUinu that the waters of the 
Punjab rivera were unfairly divided 
in favour of Haryana the latter 
was separated from the former in the 
mid* 1ms. Bui far from demanding a 
specific or increased share for Pun* 
jabi what (he Akali Dal demands u 
only that ihe di$|)ute be put before 
rhe tribunal envisaged in the law 
passed by Parliament some years a^o 
precisely for dealing with neb dis* 
puces, and (he Akeus have given a 
public commitment that they will 
accept the tribunirs award. 

Second, ebout territories. The 
Akali Dal demands that Chandigarh, 
which Mrs Gandhi turned into a 
Union Tarricory and joint capital of 
Punjab and Haryana, should be 
given to Punjab as its capital, and 
other territorial disputes between 
Punjab and Haryana should be refer¬ 
red to a boundary commission, 
whose decision it has promised to 
accept. The Akalis say. and most 
eople agree, that Chandigarh was 
uilt pnmanly for Huniab. in the 
early as the capital of Punjab. 

It was meant to take the place of 
Lahore m the ethos of the refugees, 
who were driven out of Pakistan; and 
they do not live in Haryana today but 
in Punjab. 

Third, about centre-state relations 
As many other parties have done 
before and after it. the Akali Dal 
demands a review of the sharing of 
financial and other powers between 
the centre and the states. It agrees 
that the appointment of the Sarkaria 
Commission substantially meets this 
demand, but like other parties too it 
wants (he commission's terms 
announced quickly and its mem¬ 
bership expanded to Include econo¬ 
mic, political and constitutional ex¬ 
perts. It also wants, though it does 
not demand, some kind of ack¬ 
nowledgment that the commission 
has been appointed in response to 
(he demand made by the Akali Dal 
as well as by others. In the fourth 
category are some religious de¬ 
mands. Since Mrs Candhi has 
announced acceptance of most of 
them, the only Akali pressure now 
legarding them is that the announce¬ 
ment should be implemented (it has 
not been implemented with regard 
to even one demand as yet) and the 
remaining demands shodld be dis¬ 
cussed quickly. 


U ntil quite recently, Hindu opin¬ 
ion in Punjab was either indiffe¬ 
rent Of hostile to these demands and 
considered them to be'in issue be¬ 
tween the Akali Dal and the govern¬ 
ment. The responsibility for tms atti¬ 
tude is partly of the communal rhe 
(oric in which some of the Akalis 
dress the demands, pertly of the 
manipulative politics cn Mrs Candhi. 
who is doing everything to misrepre¬ 
sent the Akali demands and to con¬ 
fuse the Hindus for the sake of 
weaning there awav from the BJP 
(Bharativa Janata Party), and partly 
of the narrow-mindedness many Pun¬ 
jabi Hindus have often shown in the 

( last regarding the affairs of Punjab, 
nr example in disowning Punjabi as 
their mother tongue in the 1961 
census, which is the root cause of 
many of Punjab's problems today. 

But now most Hindus agree that 
these are or should be the demands 
of whole of Punjab and (hey are not 
communal in substance even if they 
might be so in the manner (hey are 
presented by some Akali Dal lead¬ 
ers. In fact, many wlitical parties 
whose main base in ^n>ab is among 
(he Hindus are beginning to say 
more forcefully that communal 
peace in Punjab is.as necessary for 
the Sikhs as for (he Hindus and of 
coursejor the future welfare of Pun¬ 
jab as a whole. The latest example is 
the statement to this effect on IS 
May by one of the leaders of the 
Akali Dal and president of the high¬ 
est religious oijanisaiion of the 
Sikhs, the SBch Gurudwara Praban- 
dhak Committee, Mr G.S. Tohra. The 
change that has come over Punjab in 
this respect in recent monThs i$ quite 
remarkable. 

Good (hough this change is. even 
better ts its consequence, that it has 
opened the way for a non-communal, 
non-partisan and non-party approach 
to the controversies which are thre¬ 


atening the preservation of mace in 
Punjab. It is possible for all parties 
now to rise above party considera¬ 
tions in considering the Akali de¬ 
mands dispassionately because no 
parry would lose votes to another 
parry by doing lo. Hence Che satisfac¬ 
tion one can take in rhe third en¬ 
couraging thing I saw; the poten^, 
or at least the potential for it. which 
has been conferred upon the effort 
which is being currently made by a 
number of prominent Punjabis In 
Punjab and in Delhi to evolve a wide 
consensut behind a *Sane solutiun** 
to (he current controversy over the 
Akali demands. 

Hitherto they were groping in a 
vacuum, or in ihe darkness of (he 
dissensions within and between par¬ 
ties on this issue, guided only by 
(heir common sense and sincerity. 
Now they have at least a chance to 
bring all perties to a consensus, 
perhaps on a non-party or (which 
means the same thing in effect) an 
all-party platform. I came away with 
the distmc( impression that there is 
time as yet. and the time is now, to 
salvage the future of Punjab from a 
possible communal holocaust if tha 
saner elements on both sides take 
thi.s chance uf asserting themselves 
to pres.s for sensible agreements. 

The fly in the ointment, however, 
coniinues to he Mrs Gandhi So de¬ 
sperate is her need for Hindu votes 
in Punjab (hat she continues to make 
the false charge, without giving a 
shred of evidence in support, that 
the Akalis keep shifting their stand 
on (heir demands. Equally false is 
the union home minister's propagan¬ 
da (hat (he Akalis have not re¬ 
sponded to many counter-offers and 
compromise solutions which have 
been presented tu them. The fact Is 
that the government has not made a 
single response on its own through 
any channel which is either official 
or carries acceptable credentials of 
authority. The government is shirk¬ 
ing a solution tu the problem be¬ 
cause (he Congress is busy calculai* 
ing where its electoral advantage 
lies among the Hindus. But a situa 
tion U developing in which the Con¬ 
gress might well lose the Sikh vote 
irretrievably without winning any 
substantial section of the Hindu vote 
if Hindu opinion continues tu shift ai 
it is doing with regard lo ihe de¬ 
mands. ■ 


Mr Rajiv Gandhi has accused Pakistan of having a 
hand In the Akali agitation. Such all^ations, true or 
false, might or might not be fair tactics in domestic 
political warfare. But that they were made only a few 
days before the Indian foreign minister left for 
Islamabad for a crucial round of talks does not speak 
very well of Mr Gandhi's sense of responsibility. 
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CORPORATE 
CASTEISM m INDIA 


By RALPH BUULTJCNS 


An intense awtroversy surrounds the 
recent purchases of shiires in Indian 
puhik ixunpanks hv eMpatriaies. Be¬ 
cause of the international nature of 
this controversy. SvNOAy asked Prof. 
Ralph Buuitjens. an interrtetkMal au¬ 
thority on finance and investment, to 

f ive his views. Professor Buuitjens 
as been a perceptive observer of the 
Indian poUrkal economy for thirty 
Years. Born in Sri Lanka, he now lives 
iin the United States and teaches 
intcrnniionut politics and economics 
at several univer\iltes urttund the 
i*orkt 

R ec«nt «vtnt» in the world 
of high finanoo in India 
give exiraordiniry in* 
lightt into the behaviour 
end actituder of the Indian 
busmens establishment. The actions 
of leaders of commerce and industry, 
strangely different from the norms 
they generally claim to espouse, also 
raise some disturbing financial, legal 
and moral questions, which, above 
all, concern the character and capac* 
ity of the highest level of business 
management in India. 

For a considerable tune, succes¬ 
sive Indian governments and Indian 
businessmen have been urging ex* 
patriates to invest in local enter* 
prises. The response has been mod- 
e<t. until, within the past year, the 
government offered certain tax con* 
cessions to encourage this flow of 
foreign earned capital into India. 
This tax policy then met with almost 
universal approval by the Indian 
business community. Following the 
law. and In no way contravening 
either its intent or its provisions, a 
London based Indian businessman, 
Swraj Paul, purchased significant 
blocks of shares in India's fourth and 
tenth largest companies^Delhi 
Cloth & General Mills Company 
(DCM) and Escorts Limited. 

And then, the floodgates of critic¬ 
isms opened. The chairman of DCM 
and l^orts, whose families (the 
Shrirams and Nandask were pre* 
,$umed by the public to own large 
shareholdings m their own com* 
panies, reacted hysierically. They 
assailed Swrej Faiil and maligned his 
motives in language bordering on 
(he abusive A collective panic 
Beamed to have afflicted the hi^er 
ecfaalons of Indian corporate execu¬ 
tives. As the establishment closed 
ranks behind the Nandas and $hrir* 


ams, a phalanx of the most powerful 
industrialists issued statements of 
concern. 

J.R.D. Teta, K.N. Modi, Ashok 

K m. Hari ^lankar SInghania, LM. 

ipar, K.C. Kothari and ethers of 
similar eminence attacked Swraj 
PbuI'i purchases. Delegations of 
powerful ifldusirialisis rushed to de* 
mend government protection from 
this type of investment. Chambers of 
Commerce made denunciations. 
Company lobbyists, who lurk near 
(he centre of power, worked over¬ 
time to obtain reassurances and pro¬ 
tection for their masters. Elements 
of the press and even politicians 
were mobilised in their support. 

These are uncharacieristic of the 
Indian business hierarchy. This elite 
is normally cautious, anxious oot to 
discuss corporate affairs too freely in 
public, discreet in revealing their 
ties with high government and poll* 
rical figures^ and incessant in tneir 
complaints about government in¬ 
terventions in business For the 
establishment to violate all of these 
norms in a period of a few weeks 
suggests the distraction to which 
they are driven. A bemused public is 
beginning to ask questions—and 
these deserve examination. 

Underlying the whole establish¬ 
ment response is an apparent con* 
cem with expatriate acquisition of 
blocks of shares in local companies. 
Expatriate investment, the public is 
now (old, represents a force ror insta¬ 
bility and brin^ a dangero^ ele¬ 
ment of speculation. It is difficult to 
understand these charges for two 
reasons. 

First, expatriate investment was 
frequently solicited by those who 
now denounce it They made no 
charges when enabling legislation 
was considered by the government. 

Second, any $to^ market is large* 
ly based on speculation. Since the 
snares of DCM and Escorts were 
traded on stock exchanges long be* 
fore expatriates became interested 
in them, allegatioas of speculation 
seem spurious. In addition, whatever 
speculation (here has been recently 
h^ added to the market value of 
DCM and Escort shares, surely a 
matter of joy for those vrbo own 
them. 

Why, then, this concern about ex* 
parhatei? Perhaps there is a deeper 
and EDore subtle explanation than 
that which is publicly proclaimed. 


The whole expatriate issue could 
well be a smokescreen to disguise a 
more fundamental issue: the matter 
of who actually owns many Indian 
businesses and who exercises operat* 
ing control of them. It is these areas, 
and the linkage between the two, 
thai are the heart of corporate dark¬ 
ness in the world of Indian high 
finance. More specifically, then, it is 
(he position of the defenders of the 
status tfuo that deserves careful ex¬ 
amination. rather than the motives 
of the invaders, 

T here are three critical financial 
questions that are basic criteria 
for evaluating the performance of 
corporate management, especially in 
India. 

First, what is the relationship of 
ownership to management? 

Second, what are the sources of 
capital employed by companies? , 
Third, what is the return which 
management provides to sharehol 
ders? Each ot these questions are 
particularly valid in tha<context of 


(he DCM-Escorts situation. 

The recent controversy has ex* 
posed a surprising fact. Most obser¬ 
vers of Indian business assumed that 
families who controlled management 
also controlled large shareholdings. 
Apparently, they once did. This is no 
longer so. Shriram family holdings 
do not amount to more than ten per 
cent of DCM stock and the Nandas 
own about the same proportion of 
Escorts. Evidently, over the years, 
both families have converted many 
of (heir shares into cash by selling 
them to the public. Now, they are 
essentially minority shareholders. 

Yet, this liquification of their hold¬ 
ings has not reduced their control of 
these companies. Both Shrirams and 
Nandas are in complete charge of 
management, enjoy all the consider* 
able perquisites ctf office, and ein- 

a an assortment of relatives as 
y paid executives. This is the 
oest of all possible worlds—cash in 
hand and jobs in hand, corporate 
comforts and family plannings! As 
this situation becomes expoaed, so 
does the vulnerability of manage¬ 
ment and a different perception of 
their tenacity for office begins to 
emerge. One also begins to ask 
whether this condition Is reflected in 
Mher major Indian companies. 

I ff so little of equity capital no** 
^lon^ to^e erstwhUc owners (who 
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m nowmannwi), aaorber quettioa 
aril**: What ara the pnacipa] 
Murcea ot eouiey captul curreatly 
employed? A nirtheriurpri**. About 
ooe*helf (S4 per cent of Escort* and 
4S per cent of DCM) of iberea in 
thaie companies are owned by pub* 
lie financial inititutiont. ThM In* 
atirutioni, which include organise* 
,tiona auch a* the Life Inswoce 
Corporation and the General Insur* 
ance Corporation and the Unit Trust 
of India and other*, are eeaentially 

J overnment sponsored entitiea. 

fteir purpose is to invest and pro*, 
tect public funds and to provide 
capital for national development. In 
effect, they are trustees and conduits 
for public money. 

Consequently, every taxpayer and 
many Indians who are not, have 
become indirect shareholders in 
Breorts, DCM and other business 
enterprises. Estimates indicate that 
almost 20 per cent of the stock 
equity in public companies is owned 
hy these institutions. A number of 
issues arise. No longer can execu* 
rives of manv major companies con* 
sjder thamselves responsible only lo 
share holders-^t hey are now guar* 
diani of the public trust and account* 
able to the citixenry of India. There 
IS no way in which these managers 
can now pretend that they ere open 
ating within the auideiines of the old 
entrepreneuriej system—new re* 
spon si bill ties arise when public 
money is substituted for private 
funds, and when this category of 
capital is at risk in business. 

in this context, return to sherebol* 
ders bacomes most important. **1 
built this company/* says Escorts 
chairman Nanda in an interview in* 
dicating that he will fight vigorously 
to keep control. However, this is an 
attitude suggesting perceptions of 
nostalgia in a corporate world where 
perceptions of performance are 
more valid. Swraj Paul, as a recent 
investor, indicates deep dUsatisfac* 
tion with the rate of return on capital 
employed by both Esconi and £^M. 
If, w his agitation, he can raise this 
level, it wtll be a public service. 
Management of all companies am* 
ploying public money do need con* 
stent reminders that* every extra 
emolument or family perquisite is 
extracted from the public pocket. 
Perhaps it is time for the Indian 
government to appoint a commission 
of inquiry into the rate of return 
earned by companies of this narure 
and whether their financial practices 
conform to intemationeUy accepted 
itandards of probity. 

As the managements of Escorts 
snd DCM respond to Svrrej Paul’s 
purchase of shares, they have sou^t 
to use legal Initrumeoialitias to r^- 
forca theif positions. Foremost 
among these U the declared intent of 
the chairmen of both cooipanies not 
(0 register the transfer of shares 
from prior owners to Swral Paul, 
lender the previsions of chair legal 
cKarters this Is tedintcally peasible. 


Bowever. refuse] to register transfer 
constitutes an actimi with enormous* 
Iv detrimental coosequences to both' 
ue compau end its shareholders. It 
is primarily a repudiation of a 
ne^iable iwblic insmimeot, as if a 
govenunent was to renege on a cur* 
rency note—calling into question all 
other similar instrumeou. In this 
way, repudiation devalues the stock 
of every sberebolder and erodes in* 
vestor confidence. Since so much 
DCM and Escorts stock is held by 
public institutions, refusal to regis* 
ter could even be seen as • kind of 
fraud on the public interest. 

In addition, this action smacks of a 
discrimination which is ■ violation of 
cortstituiiona) and natural law. It 
suggests that the management is 
prepared to damage the company's 
inierest in order to protect iu per* 
sonai interest. If no other significant 
share transfers have been rejected 
recently, discrimination is rein* 
forced with evidence of arbitrary 
action, calling into judicial question 
the whole area oi management con* 
duct and competence. 

In no other nation would this type 
of managerial authoritarianism be 
permissible. Thus, it is also a matter 
of India's standing in the financial 
markets of the world, a standing that 
can affect even the government's 
capacity to borrow abroad. 

I t is strange that the menaaement 
of DCM and Escorts would resort 
to a public threat of this nature. A 
natural reaction by the average 
citizen is that the management must 
have either e greet deal to fear or to 
conceal. By gvovoking these emo* 
tioi^ both toe chairmen have done 
their companies and the Indian 
vrorld of business no sep;ice 
A final legal observation. Chair* 
man Nanda has declared: *I am also 
telling my dealers end ancillaries 
that th» may have to help out by 
buying Escorts shares." This line of 
thought extended into action indc* 
cates the maoagemest's heedless 
pursuit of a confltcc of interesrs and 
a massive attempt to exert undue 
influence on employees or those hav¬ 
ing a busioess relationship with 
Escorts. On both judicial and moral 
grounds these are eauneorly unfair 
policies that courts of law are likely 
to find highly questionable. 

Ultimately, the management of 
any comptnp is only as secure as the 
confidence it evokes from its share* 
holders. Recourse to legal rechnicah* 
ties, even if judicially sustainable, is 
almost a defeat ia every tease. As. 
indeed, is a sale of shares ty those 
who are not tinder any financial 
pressure to sell. In these circumst* 
ances a sell'questioning attitude 
may be more revealing man either 
(ecnnkal defences or public castiga* 
tion of ^lareholders. 

India has always been e nation 
deeply conceraed with moral 
lames and moral consequences. That 
is why, in elm final reckoning, the 


attitudes of DCM and Escorts man¬ 
agements, and of the Indian business 
esiablishmeat, cause a sense of un* 
ease that goes far beyond the finan* 
cial and legal dimension^into the 
area of morel accountability. 

What are the responsibilities of 
corporate managements? Are they 
primarily personal or are (hey pn* 
marily to shareholders and the pub¬ 
lic? If they are to the shareholders 
and the public, then there is a man* 
egeridl duty not only to maximise 
profit and to provide a generous 
return, but also (o behave m a man*, 
ner that is above taint and suspicion. 
Public money it a trust and trustees 
must either use it with care or re* 
treat into the less demanding world 
of private money, where the savings 
of others are not at stake. 

In modern society, there is another 
demand of corporate menegement. 
targe numbers of young people now 
enter the business profes.sions. Their 
career exMceaiions are often mod¬ 
elled on the paradigms of successful, 
older leaders of commerce and in¬ 
dustry. These leeders have a duty to 
their country and to their celling to 
conduct themselves m ways (hat in¬ 
spire another generation. If the pre¬ 
sent image of corporate sector hero* 
nies continues, and this is an image 
not diminished by recent events, the 
future development of Indian busi¬ 
ness and the cadres of managariel 
talent it can attract will be retarded. 

The Indian business elite knows, 
almost better than anyone else to* 
day, that building e national eco- 
ncuny requires greater equity parti* 
cipation oy the average citizenry. 
The whole concept of the loint-stock 
company is predicatea on this 
assumption: wtde based share own¬ 
ership and dispersal of stock among 
(he community at large, provides a 
sense of belonging, of support, of 
protection against political and 
other vagaries. It is also one of, the 
proven routes to capital mobiliaacion 
and nation-building. In this context. 
discouragiM ownership is somewhat 
akin to discouraging national 
growth. Both by example and by 
commitment, the Indian business 
community has a special responsibil¬ 
ity in this area—a responsibility that 
should not be exercised in reverse! 

A final word. In law and in fact, 
India has tried very hard to rid itself 
of the curse of caste. It exists, but it 
earns its practitioners a moral oppro- 
bium—a stigma far greater than the 
untouchabiJitv of caste itself. 

In hastening to support mem¬ 
bers of the elite, in endorsing some 
of their questionable activities, the 
Indian business hierarchy risks 
being indicted with perpetuating a 
new casteism—one set m standards 
for the elite group and another for 
outsiders. Right now. the court of 
public opinion ia watching. It will be 
e sad day for all Indians if the 
activities of e few businessmen re¬ 
sult in the verdict: "Guilty as 
ebaned." m 


At long last...it's time you took 
a serious look at something you call a banian 
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Vasantdada gets a second home North*east insurgents may unite 






Shniitutm 4nd « ftir 

Th« PBtil»->chief minister Vasemreo Piti) ami his 
wife Shalinitai^are aachan^inf more than |Met their 
electoral constituencies amon< themselves. As a minis¬ 
ter in fiabiuheb Bhosate's cabinet Mra Patil was 
allotted a spacious oun^alow with a urden at Fore¬ 
shore Road, a stone's throw from the Mantralaya. the 
state Mjcretariat. Althoueh she did not find a place in 
the cabinet after her husband replaced Bhosale as the 
CM« she continued to occupy the bun^low. Now, she is 
not even an MUA, having resigned to make way for her 
husband to contest the seat she held. fVasantrao Paiil, 
who is u member of the Parliament, has to be a 
member uf the As.sembly if he is to continue as the 
CM.) In spite of this Shalinitai has not vacated the 
bungalow. Normally, this would have cost here fortune 
since she was required to pay rent at the rulin^t market 
rates. The rent according to present rates would be 
around Rs 10.000 a month considering the liae and the 
locattun of the bungalow that Mrs Patil is occupying. 
But her husband has come to her rescue: he has 
requisitioned the bungalow for the CM’s use although 
he already has a one-storeyud bungalow. Vir^a. on 
Ridge Road. Presumably. Mr Patil, wanting to avoid 
Che city traffic, has decided to have a second home 
near the Mantralaya. in the bargain leaving bis wife 
undisturbed. 

Shivaji is forgotten 

The Maharashtra govammeDt seems to have lost 
interest in Shivaji, the founder of the Maratha empire. 
For years the government has been trying to bring out 
an (uficial biography of the Maratha ruler. Historian 
D.V. Potdar was first entrusted with the task. But as he 
could not complete it, it was passed on to another 
historian, Prof. B.H. Rhare. Mr fOiara, however, bad to 
go as it was found at a late stage that he was unequal to 
tne task. Foroier chief mioisier A.R. Antulay who tri^ 
to win the Maratha su)>port by going aU out to revive 
the greatness of Shivaji. appointed tnree historians to 
bring out the biography and allocated Rs 300,000 for 
the projeer. The historians spent a lot of money: one of 
them, g pelitidan, even toured Surest searening for 
material for the biography. Their h^ays, however, 
eaded abruptly when Babasabtb Bboacla hKame the 
CM. And. that wm the end ol the biography as well. 
Noting Js being heard oo the lubl^ since then, 
bhivtp, apparently, can wait. 


The insurgent groups in the north-east, which have 
been reduced to shanMei by the relenilsM campatgDi 
of the security forces, are now plannina to uute lot 
their survival. Already two uadergreimo outfits—the 
Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) lad 
tv Muivah and the People*! Liberation Amy (PXA) ol 
Manipur lad by Temba Sinah—have decided to OM 
their resources together and conduct their oparaaons 
jointly, Muivah, was once a staunch supporur of 

A. Z. rhiso and whore he deserted later to have his own 
outfit, is facing problems with another top loader in 
the organisation, Isaac Swu. The PLA in Manipur also 
receivM a severe blow following the arrest of Iti t<w 
leader, Bisetwar Singh, and iha deoOi of almost all 
other top ranking leaders over the years in armed 
encounters with tne security forces. By joining han^ 
the leaders of these two underground organisations, 
may have set the trend for other insorgenc groups to* 
follow. Another insurgent group of Manipur, the 
Prepek, is also negotiating with the NSCN for an 
alliance. It was the PLA's Bisaewar Singh, now in a 
jail near Imphal, who had mooted the idea of a united 
front M the insurgent groups opentir^ in the north- 
east in 19g1 but coulo not get far with the idea ae 
Muivah was reluctant to join nands with other groups. 
Now some of the militant agitators of Assam too seem 
to be convinced that unless such a united front was 
forged there was no future for the insurgents in the 
north-east. 

Health problems 
cripple IT department 

The incume-tas department's intelligence and inves¬ 
tigation wings have now gut bosses who are not 
keeping good health. By some coincidence, three top 
people in these sensitive wings, whose jobs entail 
considerable touring, are suffering from various health 
problems which may be hampering their capacity to 
undertake strenuous jobs. Mr K R. Raghavan/rhe 
newly appointed director general (investigations), re¬ 
cently underwent surgery in connection with a serious 
illneu. Mr I). N Chaudhury. director of investigations 
I north and east), is suffering from an eye ailment, 
which made him take prolonged leave recently. The 
director (intelligence) Mr D. C. Kohli. had met with a 
serious accident a few years back, due to which he has 
an ailment in his leg. Apparenilv all these officers are 
being forced to undertake what is assigned tn them 
iiRally disregarding their health. One wonders if at the 
time of their appointments, the Central Board of 
Direct Taxes had taken the health aspect of these 
officers into account. 

New job for fonner HAL chief 

B.K. Kapoor, former chairman of Hindustan Aero¬ 
nautics Limited (KAL), who left the undertaking 
amidst a great deal of controversy in February, may 
now join as the baad of another pumic sector undertak. 
ing, the Heavy Ei^neering Corporation (HEC) at 
Ranchi. He was believed to have been removed, as 
HAL'S chairman on a diractive from the Prime Minis¬ 
ter saving that all superannuated or inefficient heads 
of public sector undcrtakiiiii should retired. But 
soon after bis removal. Mr Kapoor's name came up for 
consideration es the chairman of Indian Airlines. It 
now appears that what is bad for HAL is good for KEC. 



























RELIGION 


Kerala bears the cross of 
communalism 

Hind Unchristian hostility spreads between hitherto amicable people 


Trivandrum: A cross which was mys* Swani Saiyananda Sarafwathy, 
(eriously ‘discovered' and as myster> president of IM action coBunictee of 
iously ‘lost’ in Nillakal. a dense Hindu orunisariimsalleB^ that the 
forest area US km from Kottayam in demand tot a church in Nillakal was 
central Kerala, has triuored off un* not an “innocent development*, 
precendented Hindu*Christian According to him the churen wouid 
clashes. It has also assumed serious been route to Sabarimala* the famed 
political overtones threatening the Ayyappa temple and this would ere* 
stability of the year old United ate tension between Hindus and 
Democratic Front ministry. Chnstiana. 

It all began on 22 March when two The move to have a church dates 
Christian labourers. Joy and Pap- back to 19S7 when a Christian priest 
achan, empl^ed by the Kerala and his followers reported the dis- 
tat# Ferniog Corporation in Nillak* covery of a croas two furlongs away 
a], ‘discovered’ a cross at « spot 1 ^ from the site where the cross was 
metres from the ruined Palliyarkavu found. The state government^ then 
temple and a furlong from the headed by EMS Namboodiripad, 
Mabadevar temple. The next day the appointed a commission to probe the 
farming corporation officials found claims and the commission in in 
two ^eep'loads of men at the spot report stated that the claim was 

offering prayers. The officiels ob- Xinsubscantiated. The issue wes 

jected since it was an encroachment frosen and in 1969 and 1972 there 
on the territory of the corporetion were aitempta to construct a church, 
land but the objection was overruled in 1979 the central and state govera- 

by the devotees who claimed it was ments were given a joint petition by 
their birthright to worship the cross. 23 Christian MLAs for land. Subse- 

The devotees claimed that the qucntly. five hectares of land ware 
cross was established bv ChrUi’s 
disciple, St Thomas, when he came to 
Kerala. Said Rev. Dr Antony Nirapel, 
a well-known theologian. '*There is 
hisioricaJ evidence to prove that the 
cross was estabUshed by Sc Thomas. 

In his book. Anthropology of Syrion 
CAnstiJns <1926, pg. IS) N K. Anan- 
thakrishnan Iyer states, *Ai Nillakal 
there are remnants of the Christian 
church. This was a centre for worship 
of Syrian Christians'*. Other Hindu 
historians like V, Nagamayya (Trs- 
vancore State Manual) and K.N. 

Gopala Pillai (Kerala's Great His¬ 
tory) state very clearly that Nillakal 
was one of seven churches estab¬ 
lished by St Thomas. 

On 27ldarch the croas disappeared 
from the spot and subsequently a 
Nillakal church action committee 
(NCAC) was formed. The NCAC 
alleged chat certain Hindu leaders in 
the area were behind the disappear¬ 
ance. The Christians then erected a 
thatched shed et the spot end a new 
cross was placed. Pilgrims began to 
arrive from nearby dioceses to offer 
daily prayers. The NCAC 
approached ine government to give 
land for erecting • church. Thjs in¬ 
furiated the RSS and other Hindu 
orgenisations which saw ulterior mo¬ 
tives behind the move. 
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given by the state government to 
nine bishops of the community to 
erect the church but b^ore any 
action could be taken, the Central 
Forest Reserve Act 1960 came into 
force which made it necesaary for 
the Christians to get clearance from 
the central government. The fact 
that these ef^rts date back to 19S7 
belies the allegation of the Hindu 
leaders. 


Moreover, there seems to be a 
claar attampi to rouse Hindu senti¬ 
ments against the Christians. The 
RSS mouthpiece, JenmabAoomi/re- 
cenily published photographs of a 
few iools lying broken in the Nmakal 
temple. Tne RSS leaders claimed 


temple. Tne RSS leaders claimed 
that the idols were destroyad hy the 
Christians and that they had tried to 
erect a cross in the premises of the 
temple, fin reality, the idols had 
been in this condition over many 
years.) 

Mr M. D. Joseph, convenor of 
NCAC told SuHDAY, *We have not 
canvassed political^ on communal 
lines. It's just coincidence that tha 
local MLAs are Christiani.* The RSS 
has alleged that the crou that was 
missing Ts in Mr Joseph's house since 
the truth would be revealed if it was 
handed over to tha archeological 
d^artment for verification. The 
R» leader, Mr Chandrasekharan 
said, "The presant govemmant is in 
the hands of Christians. They will 
build e church there and then it will 
be followed by a school, a hospital 
and quarters for priests. The forest 
areas will be felled indiscriminately 
and sold off for huge sums.* 

The Nalr-dominated National 
Democratic Party, a partner of the 
ruling UDF, has also voiced its re- 
senment against the move to have a 
church in I^akal. Its party chi^, K. 
G. Pillai, cauitoned the government 
and there were talks of the NDP 
quirting uie front if Karunaksran 
went ahead with his decision to give 
land for a church. Mr KGR Kama, 
tha minister for Deveswon which 
controls the mator temples In the 
atata and Mr Kurup, president of 
Travancore Davaswom board under 
wboea charge the Sabtrimtla temple 
lalla, are both NDP mambers 
The chlel mlelater, Mr K. Karuna* 
ktrtfL had ceoie In for strong critic¬ 
ism from the Hindu leaders /or 



















•Uowini (he ChrutiMS to have land 
for i uurch oev the temple. J 
Slsupaian. Trivindnim district secre* 
ury of RSShad leid, "Mr Kanmahar* 
an did not seem to have realised the 

f ravify of the aituanon. Ii^en I met 
im to convey our decision, ha told 
me that the situation could be de< 
fused by a conference between the 
Christian leadars and tba Devaswom 
board preeidenc, Mr Upaodranasha 
Kuruo. He also wamed me that he 
would deal with the Hindu leaders 
sternly and claimed that he himself 
is a devout Hindu and was capable of 
protecting the Hindu relifion. With 
ell regard to the chief minister, I can 
only say that if he sticks to his 
decision to give land to build a 
church in NlUakal we would stop him 
from offering prayers at the Guru* 
vayoor temple or MbarifflaU where 
he goes regularly. Let not Karuna* 
karan forget that his ministry is a 
cotnmunar front and if the Hindus 
unite he would be seen nowhere in 
the political arena." 

The chief minister. Karunakarin, 
when asked by Sunday whether it 
was his method of deeling with the 
communal parties which created this 
explosive situation, passed the buck 
to the CPI(M>led Left Front minis* 
try. "The Marxist ministry started 
this trend of encouraging the parries 
and with a situation uke (hat in 
Kerala, we also had to follow suit." 
The only solution, he felt, was to 
make everyone understand (hat 
what matters is the belief in god and 
not the number of churches and 
temples. There was no question of 
the government going back on its 
decisions, he said 
When asked about the incident in 
Guruvayoor temple where he was 
mobbed by Hindus protesting 
against the government’s decision to 
gram land Tor the chutxh, the CM 
said, "I have been worshipping at the 
Guruvayoor temple for 3c years now. 
1 think that believers should be 
allow^ to pray anywhere. Like in 
early days pilgrims to Sabarimala 
useJ to stop at the Sc Thomas church 
in Malayatoor. I feel that the cause 
of all this trouble is the BJF which, 
after having been routed in (he last 
elections, is trying to make its pre¬ 
sence felt. They are annoyed at me 
for having taken the lead in allowing 
harijans into the Guruvayoor 
temple." 

At the time of going to press. 
Hindus-^led by Swami Dayananda 
Theertha—who were arrested for 
crying to ransack the church which 
was built on the alternate sire given 
as part of the compromise formula, 
have been released. Christian lead¬ 
ers including Dr Joseph Favathil the 
Bishop of Kanjirapally under whose 
iunsdicilon NiUakal fails, have de¬ 
cided not to provoke Hindu senri- 
nenti. Meanvmile, Sarvodaye laader 
M.P. Manmathia has siartM discus* 
(ion with leaders of both couMUAi* 
tias in a desperata bid to prevent the 


believers in god from killing each 
other. 

Tbe sparks had begun to fly on 
both sides as the RSS^cked orga¬ 
nisations observed Nillakal Day all 
over the state, and at a public meet¬ 
ing in the capital RSS leaders called 
for a "war lo save Nillakal temple.'* 
A processionof Christians in support 
of Nillakal churoh was stoned by a 
mob of RSS workers in Alleppey. At 
the time of writing the tension seems 
to be mounting at a frightening pace 
while Mr Kamnakaran is searching 
for scapegoats. At a recent public 
meeting he even blamed the CPl(M) 
for strengthening the RSS during 
their rule in 19^*7S and 1M042. 

Tlic Sebanmaia season which coin* 


cides with Christmas and New Vear 
celebrarioas, has usually been a 
scene of communal harmony, wlrh 
Ayyeppa devotees en route ro the 

E l^im centre giving donations to 
mds of choir groups who roam the 
highways and streets in a joyful 
mood. It will be indeed lamentable it 
such practices become a thing of the 
past. But instigated by vested in* 
terests, if seems as if communal 
ami» between the Christians and 
Hinaus will be marred. What¬ 
ever St Thomas. Ayyappa and reli¬ 
gion stand for, seems to be going up 
in the flames of communal wrath. 
But the men who fanned these 
flames still thrive. 

Binoo John and A. Asad 


INDO-PAK RELATIONS 


An easy beginning 


New Delhi: The first meeting of the 
Indo-Pakistan Joint Commission at 
Islamabad in the first week of June, 
was more or less an exercise in 
futility. Not much, in any case, 
should have been expected from this 
trip of the external affairs minister, 
Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao. The days 
immediately preceding the Islama¬ 
bad meeting had seen Pakistan tak¬ 
ing postures which were perhaps not 
entirely within the meaning of (he 
term "friendship " President Zia-ul 
Haq's trip to Nepal had produced 
some anti*tndi4 sentiments. Similar 
was the case with his directive re¬ 
garding the inclusion of Kashmir as a 
subject for study by Pakistani stu. 
dents. Apparently, on the eve of the 
Joint Commission meciing. Pakistan 
wanted to refer to Kashmir through 
the back door. 

The Joint Commission, which was 
set up with much fanfare m March 
during President Zia-ul Haq’s visit to 
this country in connection with the 
non-aligned summit, was certainly a 
step forward in Indo Pakistan rela¬ 
tions. But the question is whether 


Naresroha Reo: a step forward.^ 
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India should be content with the 
"easiest things first and difficult 
things Jater" attitude, which Mr 
Narasimha Rao advocated at Islama¬ 
bad. The problems between the two 
countries are too complicated to 
merit this easygoing attitude. This is 
not to suggest that India should sit 
down at the conference table with 
(he territorial question as the only 
item on the agenda But at the same 
time, as Jong as the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir continues to have a 
portion of Its map demarcated as 
"Pakistan occupied Kashmir," mere 
platitudes expressed after a round of 
talks on postal races and travel facili¬ 
ties cannot be taken as indices of 
"success." 

The positive aspect of the Islama¬ 
bad meeting is that at least a begin¬ 
ning has been made. But the insist¬ 
ence on a "no war pact," or as the 
Indian side would like to call it, 
"treaty of peace, friendship and 
cooperation," shows that m reality 
tensions exist. On the one hand India 
pooh poohs Nepal's demand for de¬ 
claring that country as the "zone of 
peace," and on the other it insists on 
discussing with its western neigh¬ 
bour the possibilities of signing a 
peace treaty. The rhouphi of peace 
treaties between countries like India 
and Pakistan is as impracticable as 
the Nepalese insistence of being de¬ 
clared a "lone of peace." In the case 
of Nepal, the government of India 
rightly feels that in the absence of 
any remote signs of hostility from 
this country, tne talk of a "aone of 
peace" is nothing but a lot of hot air. 
Similar should M the case with the 
proposed "peace treaty" with Pakis¬ 
tan. If peace has to be maintained, 
then no treaties are needed. One 
wonders If the two countries, by 
different names, are in reality talk- 
'lAf of an armistice If that be the 
ease, then without reference to the 
Pakistani-occupied areas of Kash¬ 
mir, no useful purpose can be served 
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Command after Field Mar&hal Sam 
Manecicahaw to become the army 
chief; two of his predecessors, Lt 
Gen. Jacob and Lt Gen. Vas missed 
the bus narrowly. 

Commissioned in 194S, Gen 
Vaidya*s combat record includes 
fighting the Pakistanis in both the 
1§6S and 1971 wars. In 196S he 
commanded an armoured regiment, 
the Oeccan Horse, in the Khemkaran 
sector in one of the bloodiest battles 
against Pakistan and was later 
awarded rhe M^avir Chakra for his 
performance. In 1971, he was in 
charge of an armoured brigade in the 
Shakergarh sector and again bagged 
a Mahavir Chakra. 

Having successively served as a 
commander of an armoured division* 
the director of military operations at 
the army headquarters and a corps 
commander. Gen. Vaidya took over 
' as the COC'in C of the bastern Com* 
mand. And in the two and a half 
years that he has been ar the Eastern 
Command* he could effectively 
• break the backbone of most of the 
insurgent groups operating in the 
north east. The recognlrion of thiH 
came in January this year when he 
was awarded the uiuntry’s highest 
military honour—the Paiam Visnisht 
Seva ifedal (PVSM)—for disting* 
uished service of the most exception* 
aJ order 

Under the revised retirement 
lules fur the service chiefs, Gen. 
Vaidya will be in (he office of the 
army chief for another three years. 
Previously, the army and the air 
force chiefs retired at the age of S8. 
Now the retirement oge has been 
extended to 60. Thu decision to 
appoint Gen. Veidya as Gen. Rau’s 
successor was announced on 31 May* 
shortly before Mrs Gandhi set out for 
election campai^ in Jammu and 
Kashmir. It did create a flutter 
among those who had been expect* 
ing (he government to endorse Gen. 
Sinha wno was appointed the 
vice*chief of nrmy stafi only five 

i ' months ago. to the post. Gen. Sinha 
too did not appear to be very happy 
about the decision and immediately 
j sought premature retirement before 
* Gen. Vaidya formally took over as 
the army cnief. In (he normal course. 
Gen. Sinha would have retired on 1 
February 1964. Explaining why he 
wanted to retire early, Gen. Sinha 
said **1 would like to fade away 
happily and cheerfully.*' 

Some speculations suggested that 
Gen. Sinha, who was commissioned 
only a few months before Geii. 
Vaidya was, and is only 20 days 

senior in age. hod been superseded 
for his outspoken manners which 
some of the bureaucrats never liked 
In a monograph, Higher defence 
orgeniseiHut in /nd/a, brought out by 
the United Service Institution m 
I ndia in ISSO, Lt Gen Sinha sug* 

K ited cenain structural changes tn 
e defence organisation which 
could not have pleased the civil 
servants. For if tne changes prop* 


by such a discussion. 

India had very diplomatically man¬ 
aged the Pakistan cards during the 
non-aligned summit by guing in for 
rhe formation of rhe Joint Commis¬ 
sion. In its penchant for hosting 
international meets, the government 
has now to get ready for the forih- 
coming Commonwealth heads of gov¬ 
ernment meeting (CKUGM>. which 
New Delhi is hosting in November. 
The quustion of Pakistan's re-entry 
into rhe Commonwealth {which it 
left in 1971) i« bound to be a ticklish 
one. While Mr Narasimha Rau and 
his Pakistani counterpart, Sahibtada 
Yaqub Khan, have been able to tack¬ 
le ihe "easiest things" with a lot of 
finesse, one has to see if. in the 
coming months* when the question of 


Pakistan*! participation in the 
CHOGM will crop up, Ihe same 
euphoria will be sustained. 

Meanwhile, both countries should 
resolve to remove irritants be* 
coming discreet in their references 
(0 each other. While ihe Pakistanis 
are known ior their sabre rattling, of 
late, inexperienced but responsibly 
placed Indian leaders, like the AlC* 
C<l) general secretary, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, loo have been given to rhe¬ 
torics on Pakistan (like Mr Gandhi's 
charge that Pakistan was fanning 
trouble in Punjab). Certainly the 
Prime Minister's son and his parry- 
men can be asked to be more careful 
when referring to neighbouring 
countries. 

ishubhabnta Bhaitacharya 


ARMY 


The chief is chosen 


Calcuita: li was a difficult choice tu 
mnkc Both of (hem had equally 
impressive combat records. The 
Hvniur of the twu. Li Gen, A. M, 
.Siiihn. currently the vice*chief of the 
army >raff, hud iH'rformed commend* 
ably in Burma and Indonesia before 
Independence. But what tilted rhe 
balance in favour of Lt Gen. A. S. 
Vuidyn. currently ihv GOC*in*C of 
the Kiistern Command, as ihe choice 
foi the next chief of the aimy staff, 
was his record of more recent com* 
hoi experiences against Pakistan 
and more important, his success in 
dealing with insurgency in the north- 
easi. 

Although Ihe appointment to the 
country's lop army office is a politic¬ 
al deeUion taken at the highest leveU 
only iwice since independence has 
(he government decioed to super¬ 
sede j senior office) to promote a 

Gen. Va/die : A winning ctunbinaiton 


junior officer to the post. The first 
lime it was was Lt Gen. Bhagat. in 
(he early Seventies. Alihou^ Lt 
Gen. Bhagat. known in the armed 
foices as the 'soldier of soldiers.' was 
the seniormosi army commander he 
was not considered for the office of 
the army chief and the then chief of 
the army staff.Gen. G. G. Bewoor.was 
given an extension for a few months 
uniil Gen Bhagat retired. Then 
again in 1975. Lt Gen. T. N. Raina 
b^ame the armv chief superseding* 
Lt Gen N. C. Rawley. 

Gen Vaidya. 57, who will lake over 
from Gen K. V. Krishna Rao us the 
I2(h armv chief on 1 August, is (he 
third from the armoured corps to be 
appointed lo the office: Gen. Rajin- 
dersinhji and Gen. J. N. Choudhuri 
were the other two from the 
armoured crops. He is the second 
army commander from the Eastern 
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MEDIA __ 

Times of tro uble 

Bdmbay: Troul>l« seems to b« a re* 


osei 1>9 Coo. ^A boon 

KOoptM, the chi] servtDCs would 
hove lost much of their existing 
control over the defence organise- 
eion. The other speculation that Gen. 
Sinha was not considered for the 
army chiefs post because his fether 
was an ardent admirer of the late 
Jayaprakash Nirayan. however, 
does not appear to ba very con* 
vincin^ . 

In the absence of aqy conclusive 
evidence to simpori either of the 
speculations, den. K. V. Krishna 
Rao's explanation for Gen. Vaidya's 
choice as the next army chief seems 
to be the most credible. Talking to 
newsmen in Pune on 4 June, Gen. 
Rao said that the criteria for selec* 
cion was a combination of both 
seniority and combat experience 
EverfGen. Sinha docs not doubt Gen. 
Vaidyi's combat won hi neu. ‘*He is a 
hiahfy decorated and competent 
ofricer. 1 am sure the Indian army 
will continue to perform brilliantly 
under his able command," Gen. 
Sinha said. And as Gen. Rao said, 
‘‘Only one could be selected from 
five army commanders and the vice* 
chief of the army staff." The choice 
has been made 
Toeshar Partdit 


curring phenomenon in Bombay's 
two maivr newspaper chainwtKe 
Tunes of india and Irtdien Evpre.fs. 
The ‘grand old lady of Bori Bunder' 
(as the Times of fndis is popularly 
known), is havii^ more than just old 
age problems, with the fight Miween 
two unions spilling onto the streets 
and over to the suburbs where the 
Trmet has found a press to print its 
magatines. The result is inat the 

S ublication of The lUustreted Week- 
'(cir. 1.70,000) and Dharmayug (cir. 
2,10,000) has been suspended. "We 
thought we*d rather close down than 
produce the junk that we were pro* 
ducing. and gel tome breathing time 
to reorganise ourselves and IcMtk for 
some good printers, ** said some em* 
ployees. Following trouble at their 
press, the Times had startvd to print 
Its mauzines outside, for which ihe 
size 01 the magazines was reduced 
drastically. 

According to Dr Rain Taineia, 


managing director of Bennett Cule. 
man and Company, publishers of the 
Times of India and its ocher publica* 
tions, the trouble started with “a 
lightning strike in the etching sec* 
tion of the photogravure depart* 
merit. A niint*ininurity of 36 workers 
tried tu hold (he other workers ro 
ransom. Ihey have no demands, but 
have only been indulging in con* 
tinuous violence, threats and in* 
cimidaiion. We had issued warning 
loiters to iwo workers regarding the 
go slow they were indulging In. and 
that escalated the truuW." When 
asked whether they might be in for a 
full-fledged strike. Dr Tarneja said 
“I would nut want to comment on 
this at the moment. The majority of 
the workers are not with this mini- 
minority led by Mr Gulabrao Jnsht. 
Bur if violence and threats continue 
then we must protect the Uves of our 
employees,'* ha said, implying that 
the company may even result to a 
lockout. Said Mr Pritish Nandy. pub 


nil I .. I 

DrMitra: Back to the Front 



Calcutta: "Our target was 2S,000 | 
(votei> and we have reached it." said 
a triumphant Dr Ashok Mitra at 
around o.iO pm on $ June, after he 
had been declared elected from the 
Jadevpur Assembly constitueiKy in 
the recent ^election held on S June. 
True, the ^PI(M) had won with a 
resounding mejonty defeating the 
CongresiUri's Dr Sukumar Dutia by 
25,0211 votes, but theca finance minis* 
ter had not been able to win more 
votes than the Ute Mr Snnkar Gupta 
(whose death necessitated the byelec* 
lions) who had won by a margin of 
33jS4 votes. 

By the time this appears in print, Dr 
Mitra will probably haw Wen in* 
ducted into the West Bengal cabinet 
by Mr Jyoti fiasu. after being out of 
power for nearly a year. In a cam* 
paign meeting for Dr Ashok Mitra, Mr 
fiasu had said: "This government 
needs him. In the interest of a better, 
more efficient Left Front govern* 
mem. we need to elect Dr Mitra..." A 
number of iniiiisteri in the West Ben¬ 
gal cabinet have not been keeping 
well and Mr Basu has had to handle a 
number uf portfolios, in addition, the 
chief minister himself suffered a mild 
heart attack and was advised by doc* 
tors to go slow. In sueh a ticuaiion. Or 
Mitra. as a senior minister in the 
cabinet, will be able to take a con- 
aiderabU amount of the load off Mr 
Baau's dioulders. Perhaps, it was for 
this reason that the Crl(M} boases 
went back on their word or tsot nomi* 
naiiflg a defeated candidate to con* 
test the byalectjoni (Dr Ultra loet the 
RashtMhari constituency to the Con* 
gress*I In the last elections). 


With Dr Mim in the cabinet, it 
remains to be seen whether the 
CPI(M) has indeed changed its stance 
v(e*a*ri& the centre, for it was Dr 
Ashok Msira who led the crusade for 
more financial power to (he states. It 
is not merely the CPt(M) or the West 
Bengal government but most of the 
non*Ccihgr^*fl> 1^ states which have 
iMw taken up iht chorus of more 
power to the states. 

Political observers believe that 
with the nomination of Dr Ashok 
Mitra to coateet the "safe” Jadevpur 
geat. the CPKM) leadership in the 


state has shown that it cannot remain 
complacent about its massive popu* 
larity. The recent panciMvar election 
results have proved that tKe Congres* 
sit) is slowly gaining popularity 
among the masses. The CP1(M) can ill 
afford to lose its vote bank and the 
only way ro gain the confidence of the 
people is have a government that 
works and delivers the goods. bi Dr 
Mitra, the CFl(M) wilJ have a person 
who IS a renowned economist and on 
intellectual, and who can strengthen 
(he Mfcy’s image. 

Tirthaaktr Ghosh 
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lUbing director, "Notfainf is bed 
es you tremekingUoui to be.Lebeur 
problems can always be there. But 
we will be back in the market with 
our weeklies very soon. ” 


Insiders feel, however, that the 
trouble at the TVmea has much to do 


with Dr Tameja and his chief btssi- 
ness manager. Mr Pithvala. who is 
trying to perpetuate his control over 
the group beset with a host of prob* 
lems which are not immediately visi¬ 
ble because the motlier publication 
is doing well financially. According 
to one insider, Dr Tarneja’s strangle* 
hold over the organisation is such 
that no talent can be inducted into 
the company. This suits him because 
should efficient outsiders be brought 
in. they would expose the shoddv 
working of the company. At a lime 
when all other newspapers are going 
offset, the Times is still being 
printed on rota gravure. Moreover, 
most management decisions are 
neither reasonable nor rational, he 
said. 

Insiders also feel (hat the labour 


E iroblcm has been overplayed. It is e 
act that as the union headed by Mr 
R. J. Mehta is being gradually 
eroded, the transition period is get¬ 
ting to be violent. According to the 
workers, who once owed allegiance 
to R. J. Mehta, the latter did not take 
up their cause as he had promised. 
Said one union activisl, ''The agree* 
ment signed between R. J. Mehta 
and the management was wrongly 
implemented, with the result that 
under one guise or another the work* 
era lost aMut Rs 2D lakhs. The 
workers are upset chat Mr Mehta 
collected nearly eight lakhs from 
them by way of a seven per cent 
contribution from the arrears they 
got through the agreement and now 
when inadequacies in the imple¬ 
mentation are pointed out to him, be 

S ets offended. According to R. J. 

lehia, once an agreement is made 
there should be no criticism." The 
management has been siding with 
Mr Mehta whom they supported last 
year when it looked as it Dr Dacta 
Samanc would enter the Times. Any 
worker protesting or trying to seek 
redress is on the streets. Some 12 of 
them are in this condition today and 
they are gradually going over to the 
Kamgar Utarkashi ^bha of Congres* 
s(l) unionist Gulab Joshi. 

The general discontent against Mr 
Mehta is evident in (he faa that^ 


nearly 15 of the 34.member union 
committee have resigned. It is felt 
that within a short time about a 
thousand wo£kers may 


i 


oshi's union. The total work force is 


,800. The fact is that many people 
are scared to raise their voice 


against Mr Mehta until Mr Joshi 
consolidates. Mr Joshi holds gate* 
meetings and comes personally to 
the office to tend to workers* prob' 
Itms whereas Mr Mehta does not 
have the tiine< The workers are also 
suspicious about Mr Mehta's close 


tiet with the managriwant. bot u oflia 
activist said, Mr Mehta believes chat 
he can m more for the wcikers 
through friendship rather than con* 
frontation. 

Mr R. J. Mehta dismisses the. 
whole episMe at the TfiDes o^ indie 
as a storm in a teacup. He insists that 
certain sensitive sections like gra* 
vure. binding and rotary are affected 
and this naturally affects publication 
of the magannes. He claims that the 
trouble was starred by an activist 
who had committed several assaults 
and was suspended. This activist 
approached Mr Gulab Joshi and col* 
lected signatures under threat and 
coercion from the workers in his 
department The go-slow started and 
some people were laid off. The 
etching section was closed so there 
was no printing of periodicals, and 
this set off a chain reaction since 
there was no work for the binders 
and this depanment too closed. A 
total of three workmen were sus* 







pended and seven disch^ed. The 


matter is now pending before the 
industrial court. The manMement 
also asked for a good behaviour 
undertaking but Mr Joshi refused lo 
give anything in writing. 


At the Indian Express, the prob* 
lem is of a different nature and the 
aging press baron. R N, Goenka is 
said to be behind it- Mr Coenka who 
is out to “crush** R. K. ICaraniia's 
two*year*old paper. The Daily, made 
a lavish bid to hire Mr Karanjia's 
news editor. Vishwanathan Sair. Mr 
Goenka called Nair to his new 


aaceod ilb^ etfice u'^ 

Towers ud proDlaed him iha ^es. 
He also trieJ to gain Mr Kair’s cmH* 
deuce by eeUing him that the £ir* 
press circulation was falling and that 
be was not happy with his new 
resident editor, Rahul Singh. The 
switchover was almost effected with 
Mr Nair saying a nostalgic goodbye 
to The Daily, when the editorial staff 
of the Expnss threatened a signa¬ 
ture campaign protesting that wey 
would not work under Mr Nair. Mr 
Nair was formerly on the desk at 
the Express and had worked under 
many of those who would have now 
been under hint. And to the whole 
deal fell through. 

Meanwhile, Rahul Singh has 
already had a few heertVeaks. 
According to insiders and Rahul 
Singh's friends, he got the story on 
(he Seymour Hersh alleganons 
against Mr Morarji Desai two days 
before all other papers, from his 
toumalisi friend in New York. Rahul 
ingh first sent the story to Mr B. G. 
Verghese, the editor, who told him to 
che^ with Mr Morarji Desai. At that 
time. Morarji Desai refused to com* 
ment as he said he had to see (he 
book first. Rahul Singh then asked 
Mr Coenka who. reportedly, said 
that nothing like it would appear in 
his ffaper against Morarji Desai. And 
then, two days later, everyone else 
had the story through a news agency. 
As things stand today, it might not ^ 
long before there is a change of 
editor at the Indian Express- The 
uestion is. who will it be this time, 
ga Tellis 




Si 


DROUGHT 


When people become 
mere statistics 


Bombay: Mr D. S. Patil is an ex* 
soldier and has all tbe bearings of 
one. He was in the 67 Field Regiment 
and was discharged in the Medical E 
category. He does not get any pen* 
sion. Today he wears Imwn ^orts, 
an army beret and still fans his army 
boots that are as worn out as he is. 
He was breaking stones io the scor* 
china heat on road work in progress 
at Sirdhaha tehsil in Dhule district 
and was indignant at the kind of 


work they were being made to do. 
“They don’t pay us regularly and 
honestly and they take away our 
strength." 

Theirs was ruad work and not an 
EGS (employment guarantee 
scheme) work, so they were not enti¬ 
tled to a shelter where they could 
escape the scorching sun when they 
neeoed rest or felt unwell Little 
children in their mothers’ anns were 
also not spared from the intense 


People working ^ the scoirchiDg hear without anv shelter: cress insenrit/viiy 
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pinnir jiaif ^ dut tvti «3i> 
p*aM of Usd. ’^On ibo mosur Aoy 
t4k* thumb im^owion ind pay ua 
only Rs 6.50. Tbcy cheat on the 
meaiurement of the work. For imt* 
aoce. if two depots are near each 
other theo they oeliberateJy count it 
as one and pay only R$ five. We have 
to walk six km to thU place and six 
kin back home. Six days we get work 
and eight days we have no work. 
What are we to eat on these days? 

The entire approach of the author* 
ities towards the droughtstricken 
people, is one of insensitivity, as if 
fhes[ were merely so much more 
statistics. The government of Mahar* 
ashtra talks pompously of people 
''facing the challenge with quiet 
heroism." This is just adding insult 
10 injury against a people who are 
"quiet** Mcause thev have absolute* 
ly no alternative. If they dare pro* 
test, the works are closed by spiteful 
overseers tu '‘teach them a lesson.** 
According to the state govemmeni 
which has heen pleading for funds 
from Delhi. **The 21 scarciry*hit dts* 
rncts include even the traditional 
paddy growmg districts of Bhandara. 
Chandrapur and Gadchiroli from the 
Vidarbha region and the wheat* 
growing district of Dhule in the 
north*west part of the state.” 
Although the slate has been in exist* 
ence for 23 years now. there are 
thousands of districts which even in 
normal times, do not have drinking 
water within walking distance. A 
recent review of villagers* problems 
shows that over 10,000 out of 14,444 
villages face acute water shortage. 
The government has passed an oi^i* 
nance taking over private wells 
where necessary. Their other mea* 
sures include drilling of borewelU. 
undertaking regular and temporary 
piped water supply k hemes, supply 
of water by bullock*carts and tank* 
ers. etc. They claim to have tackled 
8,493 villages so far. The government 
uiso claims that the “supply of food- 
grains in required quantity, provid* 
ing employment within the radius of 
five kilometres of the affected vil* 
lage. payment of minimum wages of 
Rs six per person on relief projects 
on piece wage basis, and providing 
adequate medical and health care 
have not been difficult so far.” But 
this is a typicel bureaucratic 
approach which is fine on paper but 
is distorted in. practice. 

The coUecior of Dhule. Mr Balder 
Chand who took over a couple of 
months ago sat in a spacious room 
with the whirring of the fans and 
covered by matting ro keep the it 
cool He said chat of the 1,441 vU> 
lages in Dhule, 1,062 were affected 
by scarcity; nine out of ten r»tuk»s 
were hit. In September/October 
1982. ■ laaacer plan had been pre* 

S ired to provide 267 villaus wiih 
rinklni water. After a review this 

K ir, 162 more villages were added. 

e coilecTor san that since July last 
year there have been 656 EGB works, 
and labour coming on these works 


Ingt iO/W is JUMiary 
this year to 44,000 ia April. Rs six 
crores have been spent so far. and 
65,000 more labourers are expected 
to come for work by inid*June. t^e 
inadequacy of the government*! re* 
sponse to the desperate need for 
employment is evident when one 
considers that nearly eight lo ten 
lakh people are affected in this area 
and only 44.000 have been provided 
jobs. 

There is an exodus of people from 
several villages like Mehergaon to 
the nei^bouring areas of Surat and 
Vapi CO work in die sugarcane fields. 
In Mehergaon which has an acute 
water shortage, there has been no 
ECS works after March. There is 
only one rtala bunding work which 
employs some ISO people when 4,000 
people need work. In the last ten 
years despite repeated drought 
there have been works only on two 
percolation ranks and 1 $ nafa bund* 
mgs. 

Dhule, which is one of the areas 
hchett in natural resources and 
programmed development works has 
been reduced to penury by 
bureaucratic greed. A long-time poli¬ 
tical activist in Dhule says. "Just 
look at the wealth owned by CuUb 
rao Trimbak Patil, who is an over¬ 
seer in the irrigation department 
and a relation of the union minister, 


viitf Ka?ii p»td. Bb wM Cim'tN 
depttn mtfttgiAg director tad is now 
the director of the Snjay Sahaktr 
Sekhar Karkhana. Just see his bun- 

( alow in Dhule and his proparties in 
lehergaon and his fields. How did 
all thts come about? In Dhule the 
overseers, contractors, engineers 
and depu^ engineers get rich while 
the people ren^n poor. They build 
colonies for cbemwvet while the 
people are reduced to penury tod so 
IS the district.** he alfeges. 

Currently, there is tremendous 
propaganda by the government ab¬ 
out the acute water shortage and the 
efforts to combat it. But shortage of 
water, hovrever acute, it only the tip 
of the iceberg. The government's 
Intensive propaganda oetracts from 
the urgent need of the people for 
foodgrain, medicine, the need to 
have (heir loans waived, the need for 
work to survivei and most of all the 
protection from exploiters, whether 
overseers or shopkeepers. You can¬ 
not pay people Rs five to six per dey 
end expect them to buy grain in the 
blackmarktt at Rs 12 for seven kg. 
Kow will they survive? The scor¬ 
ching heat takes a tremendous 
physical roll and yet nothing it done 
to provide them ade<)uite nutrition, 
shelter, or even protective head- 
weer. Docs the government find it so 
difficult to even be humane? 

Olga Tellis 


Protecting the unborn child 


Sccunderabed: Health groups, which 
hsd campaigned xgsin^l the hormone 
pregnancy cesting drug rHPT) last 
year, have called for a renewal of 
efforts after three drug firms 
obtained a stay order on ihe ban from 
(he Calcutta and Bombay High Courts 
in January 1983. 

Apart from the legal dispute, those 
who support the ban are cuncemed 
over continued misuse the cum* 
bination hormone drug for pregnancy 
testing, li is pointed out that many 
doctors are still not convinced (de¬ 
spite documented scieatifU* studies 
from the West showing foetal abnor¬ 
malities}, (hat (he drug causes birth 
defects. Because of this ii is feared 
that CVM if (he ban prevails, ooihing 
can prevent doaorx imm proscribing 
a few days' course of (he oral con¬ 
traceptive pill (vrm^h contains ihe 
same hormones) for pregnancy 
testing. 

The Indian cultural miUeu adds 
another dimension. The combinaiioo 
hormone drug often taken by 
woman for postponing menstruation 
If their penods are expeaed on “m* 
convenient” dates coinciding with re¬ 
ligious or social functions. There is 
always the possibility of damage to in 
early pregnancy of which the woman 
is not yet aware. 

The drug companies argue that the 
combinattoii Hormone drug has many 
"other uses" while tha activists insist 
that (hate are no longer listed in the 


latest gynaecology textbooks. Acrard- 
•ng to a doctor active in the campaign, 
the only possible condition for which 
the hin*dose hormone combination 
could M indicated <i hypermenor- 
rhoea—prolonged heavy blaeding— 
and for this, scwaie oestrogen and 
progesterone tablets could ^ made 
available and givan together when 
indicated. Besides, hypermenorrhoea, 
the 1982 Physicians' hesk Reference 
(PDHK approved by (he FDA in the 
USA lists one more indication^an- 
domeirlosis—nver which even the ex¬ 
perts disagree, and according to some 
a high dose of progesterone alone is 
the treatment for this condition. In 
any case, even the PDR mentions only 
two indications for the hlgh-dose com* 
bmation whereas the drug companies 
and pro^rug company doctors are 
giving a long list of conditions for 
which they claim tbe combination is 
required therapy. The impression 
sought to be created is that the drug 
has been unnecessariiy banned, that 
consumers will suffer. 

Since even in the West the bonnone 
pregnancy teat was stopped only after 
sustained campaigning by consumer 
and health groups, it is feared that 
here too the battle could drag on. 
Meanwh ile the m edia have a vi taT role 
in monitoring the continued misuse of 
the drug for pregnency testing and 
helping consumers to protect iheir 
unborn babies, 

Vlmal Balasubfmhrnanyem 
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BARRACKPOflE DEATHS 


Judge orders CBI probe 


CtUutni: In whti i$ considered to be 
a historic deciiion, Justice P.C. 
Borooeh of the Calcutu High Court 
directeil the deputy inspector gener* 
el (DIG). CBJi Of) 7 June to inquire 
into the deaths of two teeneged 
boye^Tirth inker Des Sheme end 
Senjib Chetteriee. They were ieii 
seen illve w etching a religious pro* 
cession near their homes in Barack- 
pore, some 30 km north of Celcuiia 
on the afternoon of 21 March. On the 
following afternoon, their mutilated 
bodias wara found lying on a railway 
track at Pandua, » km from Bar* 
rackpore. The parants who had been 
frantically searching for their mis* 
sing sons, however, came to know 


about this OD $ April and long after 
the police bad disposed of the 
bodies. 

From the beginniag. ihe police 
were convinced that the bm had 
cosunitted suicide. But this did not 
satisfy either the parants or the 
residents of the loceUty where the 
boys lived. That led the Bengali daily 
Amnd^b^r Pairjlra, to engage a 
detective agency. Secret Bye, to con* 
duct a detailed inquiry into tile 
deaths. In his two part report (pub* 
lished in Anandbeiar Parrika on 11 
and 16 May) Mr Debabrati Dbar, a 
former Dl^ of West Bengal police 
and the head of the detective agen* 
cy, disputed the* police theory and 


murdered hi cold Mood. Mr TAu 
alao offered to pUce all tha evidenca 
collected bv his agaacy la tba bands 
of the PoUca (StntpAY 29 May4 
June) Mt the polka, inacead M 
accepting the offer not only stuck to 
their orimnal sukide theoiy but dis* 
missed Mr Dhar*s report as ^fiction*. 
At the same time th^ started giving 
out inspired reports that tha deao 
boys had many vices. 

what brought the matter before 
the High Coim was a letter written 
by Sampai Lai, a resident of Chlrta* 
more in Barrack|g)re district, on 1 
June. This was supwrted by 
another latter signed by 15 other 
residents of Barrackpore. The signa¬ 
tories of these letters sou^t the 
court*s intervention com^aining 
that not only bad tha West Bengal 
police been sloppy in their invutlga* 
tion into the deaths but ware acnial* 


but ware acnial* 


ly terrorising the likely witnesses 


The ex-MP's much-married grandson 


Jaipur: A scandal involving a number 
of influemial persons including an 
ei'Con|ress<l) MF and a sitting MLA 
of the Hsiasihan Vidhan Sabha, has 
put the rulinggovernmcnr in apreca- 
ruius pofition. Despite specific re¬ 
ports to the police, except fur record* 
mg siotementi, no action has yet been 
liken sgamii (he accused—although 
about one and a half nionibs have 
viapsed since the incident occurred. 

The scandal erupted with the mar* 
riage af Sangeeta Gear tv Ambcy 
Prasad, the grandson of Master 
Kiihanlsl, an ex Congresstl) HP and 

S resently the vice-president of the 
ajasihan Pradesh CongreistH. 
Am bey Prasad was employed as a 
revenue mnpector in the Jaipur Muni- 
cipul Corporation. Ouriim the mar¬ 
riage Regotistions, the <mur family 
(Sangeeta's grandfather, Sunderlal 
Gaur. e retired civil service official, 
was handling the ncgotsaikms) had 
been repeatedly assured that Ambey 
Prasad was the best son-in-law they 
could have got. 

The marriage was fixed for 22 April 
1993, when about 2S people assem¬ 
bled at the house of Mr Ram Mohan 


Ram Mohan 


Sharma. a junior engineer in the 
Jaipur Development Authoncy and 
well known to both the families. In 
the marriage procession were Master 
Kishanlal. Dwarkedas Puruhit, ex¬ 
chairman of the R^asthan Housing 
Board and Jagdish Tiwan, the prasr 
dent of the Land Development Bank 
and presently CongressUl MlJ^. After 
the marriage, one of the relatives of 
The Gaurs who arrived late, on dis¬ 
covering that Ambey Prasad was the 
groom ivid Sunderlal Gaur that they 
had committed a mistake. Ambey 
Prased. he told the girfs grandfather, 
was married, not once but twice and 
both his wives were living and had 
been neither divorced nor legally 
fteparaied 

Gaur and a few others immediately 
rushed to the groom's house in Kha* 
'sane WaJon ka Rasia In the citv and to 



The groew. AmbefPnsMdr duping the tvfv ai 


their utter amaiement found the 
house locked. Later enquiries re* 
waled that the bride and arooa were 
in Master Kisbanlal's farahouse. 
Sangeeta was brought back home only 
a couple of hours after her departure. 

In the FIR. lodged soon after 
Sangeeta was rescued, (he Gaurs have 
stated that Ambey Ptasad was first 
married to Munni Devi of Jaipur in 
1974 and the second lime to vidya 
Devi of ^ntpur in l9Bt. mar¬ 
riages had been negotiated and 
attended by Master Kishanlal. 
However, he did ooi mention the fact 
to Sangeeia's grandfather when nago* 
(•aiioni were on. 

Jn desperation, the Gaurs tubadi* 
ted a peiition to the state chMf minis¬ 
ter. Mr Shiv Charan Mathur. stating: 


''...on account of undue inierference 
of influential Congressil) leaders aod 
(hose occupyit^ seats of importance 
in tha admin isiratiofl. (he culprits 
hive not yet been arrested. They are 
continuously threatening us with dire 
consequences and are asking us to 
come to minister HeeraUl Devpura*! 
residence (o make a compromise with 
Master Kishanlal.'* Mr Gaur also 
pleaded to the CM to hand over the 
case to an indepandem officer and 
submitted relevant documents and 
photographs (0 prove his case. But Mr 
Mathur, who is also in charge of the 
home portfolio has done nothing. 
Neither have peiitioni to the state 
Governor, the Kime Minister as wail 
as /be President yielded any resulu. 
MIlap Chmtd Dan^a 




latP iboiMtaK di^ ^flUek^ MtSM 
ch«bn. Acc«pa«f m!tm Itctwi «Ad 
Mr Dbtf*« rtporti (rubli<h«4 io 
Ansa^b^mr HtrUu u « writ 
rioo under erticle 226 oi the Con* 
iriniiion. Jnitlce Borooeh observed: 
*Wben en unnecurel deeth occurs or 
t prima facie cese of (be commiselon 
of e cogniseble offence is brought to 
(he nonce of the pobec eutborinei. it 
is rheir duty under the Code of 
Crimlne] Procedure to conduct ea 
invesrige^^ end escertein the ceuse 
of the deeth.** 

While directing the DIG, CBl, to 
inquire Into the deeths eod submit 
hit report to the court by 23 June, 
Justice Borooeh also ceUed upon (he 
government of West Bengal to ehow 
ceujc why e writ in the neture of 
mtndemus should not be issued 
directing en inveitigation in eccord* 
ance with law to be conducted isio 
(he unneturel deaths of Tirthankar 
Del Sharms and Sanjib Cbacterjee. 
Justice Borooah also wanted to know 
why (he fovernmeni should not 
place before the court whatever 
documents It might have in its pot* 
session relating to the deeths or to 
the InvestigitioAs carried out so fer. 
The deedline set for govemmeni'i 
reply is 23 June. Unw the court, 
order, the West Bengal police would 
be required to furnish ell tnforme* 
lion that the DIG, CBl, oi^ght neml 
for his inquiry. Anandabetaf Petri- 
k». ( 00 . was asked to hand over to 
the CBl the reports end evidence 
collected by Secret Eye. 

Meanwhile, Justice Borooeh furth* 
er directed the superintendent of 
police ($P>, 24>Perganas, to ensure 
(he safety of the parents of the 
deceased boyi as well es potential 
witnesses. The SP was elso asked to 
ensure thtt they were not intimi¬ 
dated by the police. The West Bengal 
newspapers were prohibited from 
publishing anything on the matter, 
excepting the court proceedings, till 
fun her orders. That was to prevent 
the newspapers from making enyin< 
lindetions against the dean boys. 

While the state government pleas 
to appeal against Justice Bdrooah*s 
orders before a larger bench of the 
High Court, it finds itself io an 
embarrassing situation because of 
past actions and utterances of its 
officials and even of the chief minis' 
;er Mr Jyoti Basu (he had said in the 
Assembly ihet the boys appeared to 
lave committed suicide). If it ie 
ultimately established that the boys 
tad been murdered, as Mr Dhara 
*epon suggested, then Mr Jyoti Besu 
tiighi even be accused of breach of 
mvilege. IncideocallvJustice P.C 
3orooah had hit the headlines ear* 
ier in February this year with his 
/erdlct on the stare’s first public 
nterest litigation on the conoitions 
if the inmetei of Dum Dtim Central 
fell, besed on an expose published in 
^Icutte’s youngest English dally 
rhe Feiegreph. 
k Bpedal CerrespoodeM 


An ovation fora master 








m 



It he osce*iii* a •itferine eveer »rhea the works of a master ere $Mhibite<l in 
ow dcias ^ eMhibiimrt of theseuiprvres of Au$aste Rodin, held at the BirU 
Academy of Art and CuSture, raefeTore. ivas a most memorable experience for 
CeicuuaBS- The expertise the rum-of’*(iie<rn'(tu;y*s French ertisi, brought 
alFre in hronsexAe Merry and passrons of life for the apprecie rive eyes of over a 
Ukh art \ortfS in this dry. Ir was ironic, indeed, that Calcutta, where the 
oration to the exAibiiiofi was the mosr narked, would have been totally over 
JdeJred, if the Birles had nor inierve/ied and altered the exhibition‘s iteaerarv. 
And the respoose certainly proved that the sculptures received, in (fits city, tfw 
moat befitnng send-off from the country. The picture shows Aodrn's remed 
piece. The 1^ (Phoiograph.* Bipul Ouhai. 
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Qutab Hotel 


New Delhi 


Ciniii 4< PalAin I.I5 i.m. 2ippei AftCM lo 
fAr QuUA 6y UM. Ampb tme for iruSfuL 
&»n6 goeineu t& QuuA m io war. 

^ rnr^rw mi Io £« a ioufk ont. 

9l vai good M 9 couU r«lu ^ a wMi. 
NrAru PUct u fwf a 15 nrinuk dnur. 

Qm mrdin^ wai tapir, 9 (Atn£ mW 
dmcAfd it. 

L50 p.m. ^nou^A Hiw far tuwA at tta 
QutaA vttA tAr ^ aaJ ^adory Matu^ir. 

A yrrat tuecru. SAru iiArJ (Ar itaaAf at 
CAr $rtB uJ we etrriid on our ioctmarw 
Cifi for OSSLgiS minute avay. AnJ 
SariJaAaJ ^vAicA ti juft a Aalf Aour invr)l 
CmprrttrJ. 0('$ goiru I 0 iwrA ovt. 

Hrtd. Gw gnm Iam of A QutaA 
wrr A wekome nyAt. Si( Ay tAr ppel oaer a 
lony irinA. 

By 7.00 p.m. vaa frcliny mU mryrtk. 
Cpulrn'l reM tAr 4 Jaw Aovany airy. GAr 
only ow in tAr country. 


GooA a looA at tAr &m« Apartiwne after 
tAat. CAryVr tiai for A Company Gxecutivr 
anJ tAr Comport)/ KoUay home. 

Vtrmet at tAr U^itanuAury l^om tntA 
Oniun tni ContinenUl jprdalitin Ol waa lAr 
prrfrd way to mi A ^y. 

The Athok Ctub 


olub fof 

... at an Aiholi Orouo HoMi. tbavy eMOunti 
an otm ITDC racllMx. Wrtia to tha Oanaml 
<kmb HoM. to# tfataHft. Totey. 


Nr iiapiiaUxi and 6«mw( 

D« Oananl ttoNyar 

OtfttbHewi 

on •» A«r«6tA«» M»rt 

nm*o*n iiooia 

TU OKOOD CaOM WfitWOm TeMa: 051 MA? 


1 iumok naaarvttiMi Sfvie# : I 

NawOatM 

Toi 360070 

TUii 031-2466 
CM«»CCNTR6$ 

Bombay 

T«l 233313 
232722 

TolM 011-4171 
C«Mm TOURISM 

MoOim 

Tal *12767 
6*620 

TalM 041-7262 
CoblOA TOURISM 

CalewTu 

Tot 440601 
440622 

TthM 021-2307 
CaWw TOURISM 







Science ferchiUren 



Prodoc^ by Vikram A. Sarabhai Community Sdenca Canire and VfKSAT Atvnedabad 


Colours in a black and white disc 


Spot what's wrong 



H»ve you nevn colouri on black 
and Hhi(« surfaces? If not, try cun* 

struct iiiM a disc of alteraute black 
and while sectors on a white sheet of 
]Jikpvr, and spinning the disc at low 
speed with tne help of a hand drill 
coiicuiurariiig uti it while ignoring 
the individual sectors. Alternatively, 
you can get a disc top from the 
market; paste this design on it and 
spin it. 


After some time you wUI find that 
the leading edges of the white sec* 
tors will turn red and the trailing 
edges blue. You will see different 
shades for different illumination 
levels. At a faster speed, the whole 
white sector will be pink-red and a 
een*bJue will cover part of the 
ack section. Ac a still faster speed, 
the colours will be indistinguishable, 
but. little sparks uf violet'Pink and 
green grey light will appear to Jump 
about. The disc shown m the figure 
will give all three effecu simul* 
taneously. 

This effect is observed because of 
the colour perception of our eyes. 
Certain portions of our eyes are 
sensitive only to certain ranges of 
colours and that alto depends on the 
intensity of colours and the beck* 
grounds alternate between black 
and white, depending on the speed 
of rotation of tne disc. Sirtce the total 
effect depends on the “sicnul* 
taneous" activation of 'different** 
portions of the eye sensitive to diffe* 
rent colours and intensities, we tee 
differeni colours, depending on the 
speed of rotation of the disc. 



Do you know? 


Studies of human skeletons, vie* 
titns of a volcanic eru|rtion at Mount 
Vesuvius 19 centuries ago, which 
were found at Herculaneum near 
Naples, have revealed that (he aver 


Figure this out _ 

A milkman has a U litre jug full of 
milk. How can he divide the milk 
e<iually between two customers us¬ 
ing only two empty jugs which have 
capacities of seven and five litres? 
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age woman was about 1$4 cm in) 
height while the average manwnsf67l 
cm. This shuws that over the centur*’ 
ies the average sire of human beings 
has not changed. 



Watching a ^ider build an intri¬ 
cate web with a liquid substance 
which it draws from its underside 
can be fascinating experience. As a 
first step, a strand is taken by the 
spider Miween two surfaces or is 
blown by the wind. When a * bridge* 
has thus been built, the spider goes 
to the middle and establishes 
another support 

Going painstakingly backwards 
and forwards, the spiMr then adds 
spokes and strengthens Its webs. 



Can you make out what is wrong 
with this picture? 


SCIENCE NOTES 


THE next time you see the common 
Margosi-^or neem—tree, remem* 
ber that it is a very important tree. 
Researchers at the Benaras Hindu 
Univariiiy have found that the oil 
iihat can m extracted from Aeem 
with the help of petrol ether, con¬ 
tains baiwetn 4S61.9 per cent of 
oleic acid. 12* IS par cent of pal ml* 
tic acid and 14*23 per cent of stearic 
acid. It is because of all these acids 
in \eem that it can be used in soaps 
end also as a protection against 
dandruff. Not marcly that, but 
Neem oil. it has now been found, 
can also tw used to control diabetes 
in fat people. 

, 

THE popularity of the water buffa¬ 
lo, an animal that we all know so 
well in India, is fast spreading to 
the Western countries coo. The 
animal is now recognised as being a 
potentially rich source uf meat, 
milk, cheese and even fertiliser. 
Being a cough animal (it has a 
working life of between 11 to 20 or 
more years), it is being seen as 
having a major rule to play in 
solving the food and energy prob* 
lems in many of the Third World 
countries. The West too is now 
trying to raise the water buffalo 
commercially. 

THERE is no way in which you can 
stop yourself from growing old. But 
it has been recently discovered that 
the higliei ihe body lemperaiure, 
the sooner the individuars ageing 
process. An experimental study ot 
fish concluded that fish living in 
water at IS' C, Hva longer %an 
those living at 20' C. Research is 
now on to find out methods to 
conirol or decrease body tempera¬ 
ture so that men and women can 
stay younger longer. d s l 
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^i}ur om cUtome QatHer waffet 
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Tbift dcfiiim \Wlei U offered lo all 
un^n cf. PERSONAL l*Ri-FERHNCE 
Kinfiiv or Rc|tfir, u. Youn for only 
Rs. 25/- which ii btff Ibc market pncc — 
PLUS front cui-outa of^Parsonal P^crence 
jwckeu- 2 of 20» (Fiitcr Kinp) /4 of iOa 
(Rtier Kinp) / 4 of lOi (Regulara) / 

Combination of both. 
mh Offer nff tmkt 4wfi 


MAIL COUPON FOR WALLET 

bMnictlom: 

The iiDMiey » to b« teiv bMfc dfiTc. puMjl ordee or tw o nry order (ao d» m* i ptaaee) dn«m ui bvour of S*«b 
M aAcung Pn. Lid. Three jpru oey ae ee^Mcd ftr y oomM . jwr <vkii«9 end ebo fneaiie. (Hie fA ehouM iwh 
you uulun 4 le a weefci under i?pen red pen.) 

Receiver's name In full (BLOCK CAPITALS) .. - „_ , _ 

Mailinf Address: __ 

Seed tins eowpoe eloeg wah the redwM Aweaer of frgm ei»’Ouu sod tin bMk dndt/poiul c<der''«neny order 
mcipl IOC 

Sivta Marhell^ P«t. Ltd., 

saw nmi. 

I2*a Lord SM Roni. CibuiB m?! 

N.B> Thank you for the overwhelming respOM to our aahtny and keychain oflen 
which are now closed. 
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M0f«4 Iv^ttrwbw (bit tuteftd of 
"’ . Aaihalitt ^ct M bit ifeM n&gtr'bi 

^ TTE ini r«n «ut of tltt coepiri- 
.MM. Bo WM chiscd ond ciu^r by hi* 
follow pMioncm io4 biiiM evor to 
chi CkP it Midhoitn^ stitioo in 
AlUhibid'VorAiiati tecuoo of tbo 
NBJt—WorrOofR tpdm Pofnico <Ra- 
|Deoah BUTi, AUtliibod) 

BAKCALORBt Srvdem u o shor- 
ibiad OiomiAirtM today diKovercd 
thoy bad boon fivoit pnnted answer 

ffl trt ifkstoad of quosoon papers. 

M 1,200 studenu ihrouihout tbe 
atoLe were affenad by iha nnstake 
coMttilM by cba Karnataka $eooR> 
daiy £d\iciiMn ExoAinacioo Board. 
Pranne laviailatori ttlo^oood cba 
board oifidiu about ihe switdt in 
papori, tod wm* told tbpi tba ex- 
inunation bad boon postponed to S 
June. Th* primed aiuwer ^peri were 
meant for evaluators. Boara sources 
aid the mki^e wee caused by peper- 
.1^ sdtiers wbo wronaW pat the answer 

p*p«^ » •» ^•><^ »<> >vpw 

kfibid it "ooettio. p;pm,- 

nw^Sil* !i7 

tt»r »u^A»irv Si oiRee boy and two drivers fiiure 

ne devMionat afflong those in the high tncome brack* 

.t *«pk»m of WuScp eniMod in 

I wtr* played mMiJeemre of wfeiy auichw. 

Ml in the milk- 1^?? ?"S PISS***^. 

■ rhi« wMr ifi No less than 19S of the S40 employees 

«ed7”oah" '^•et.ul-y^aW.nothin 

ich « IS,128 Ihy compmy itedeeenbed »» •unp>il 

litres viMiAmd l*d* sntli ediicanoiial qualifications 

V p dard.. The two sweepers BMtionao in 

of th» dsirv the list got loMl eocUiiiieQU of Rs 
SiidfkyiiS 30,554 and R»21,4«9d«iii, the yeer 
y no Chinee f®' 

1. The aotbor- The all 8«« 

conilderini g**.®***"^"^? 

iriinent could •>* pubbalwd at arneaiae to the c^ 

ifmuaicwas !?“>' » W*?i “K'"** 

ue in yield- Ahmed, VaUtbowl 

khapaiaam) SHOl,APUR: Seeing is believing, 
met of the but rbere are rare occeiipn# 

Shakunitla nppM'a to tie. A 

hb fS?*^?***®* bea W«, report^ 
ImA. an to CMppeth Mr btree last week. 

Valkmgia quaiteUed wMt ber eldest 
I now records Ri»am Ibrnid^ii^ left borne 
L Shdraiala ^ Ramayya's 

tSSS^^ frieoda Md IM cMl bU mother Yel* 
in iMi u lautaVbadTsrasOoetingis a Mtrby 
acioaa at all ^ ^ mMbtn of ute famUy* as 

En^aad. Mr "•“ «» 

maSm pow* andideatifiedtliebody by ibeHiiaod 
( 'Uouae aba was wcertea. as well as by 

1811 rendM fadel reaesbUoce. P^e conducted 
i ability CO faacbasibn and baaded over the 
bere is sap* ^ ^ laciily ttambtfs. She was 

‘Inmoflmoi baiM and death rites were obaarred. 
Itlhi) Tea days laier* howevar. one of 

. Ramayya^ aeigkbems went to ber 
BassesMT in (ria«/s beuae ja aAocbar locaUty aad 
taii lifTMi Mpd yeUgatau Uvim there 
^etlb^ Hbccao Ifera/# (C.B. fiekbar. ban* 



TlRU^ATl: Do tows yield more milk 
when they listen to devotional songs? 
A study of the miJk raid pattern in tae 
Tiruaieli TirupariDevasrhanamown* 
ed dairy fann here revealed a ^e- 
nomenaJ increase in the monthly how 
of milk from each cow after the dairy 
authorities started playi^ devotional 
songs while milking their cows in Au< 
gust last year. The lenas were played 
trough speakers installed in the milk¬ 
ing sheds. During March this year, in 
(he midst of unprecedeaied drought, 
82 cows yialdeu as much as 15,^8 
lures as against 12,735 litres yielded 
by 85 cows during the last mughi 
season. According to Dr P. Konda 
Raddi, superintendent of the dairy 
farm, the avcraga monthly milk yield 
went wi^ absolutely no change 
either in Ibe feeding scbedules or Tn 
the food ingredietiis uaod. The author* 
iiies were seriously considering 
wbether a ihmt^ experiment could 
be conducted to luid out if musk wes 
the ro Moo for the increase In yiald*^ 

ffusdu it THjsadhg VUakhapemam) 

^ ♦ 

KDTTAYAld: The Banes of the 

mafbtMMical wiiard, Shakunitla 
Devi, agd the memory master, Mr 
Re^ Sciaivasao MahMvani are to 
be iBcluded In the lateeaedsboe of the 
Gufnnees book for secdag new records 
in their reepecrive fiaMa. SbMcuotkla 
Dari jURs M crqdir foe audtiplyfan 
two n digit aumbdn in jnii 2i 
secQOds wm 00 cakeMcioas at all 
during her recant tour of En^and. Mr 
Raien wiik his enviable Bwoiory pow¬ 
er sac a, world record in meeMnshig 
anAaccyretefy 3t,81i random 

nttmbars. The kvoragd ability to 
mamoriaa mdem numbafs is sap* 
poetd to be iNthr sevtiH^ffBwe of haoba 
(ScBjaev Nerwigi New oia^) 


A mdB 


(he'. 


(rafM)^ riekee tkaiMer wag so garpetj 


iea oays 



It ik ny father who was the author 
of ihisA^da (Arti(dc 37O> a0d 1 
am going to sea it ttiys mere— 
Caiidhi 

Can ( be bought? Hu anyme 
tried to do so earlier?—Mortrji 
Desak denying the report chat he 
had work^ es a paid informant 
for the CU 

I only wyits what I know...] am not 
iQ the business of running Him 
<Morarji Desai) down. I am in 
business of reporting—Seymour 
Hersh. US iournalist, who 
charged Desai wtdi CIA conne¬ 
xions, quoted in Times of Mia 

] am leaving the army with dig¬ 
nity...! have done ray innings in 
the army with corapletc d^ca- 
lion and devotion and why should 
1 seek an office after .19 years of 
service?—U. Gen. S. K. Sinha, 
vice*chief uf the army staff, when 
he was superseded by Lt Gen. A. 
& Vaidya 

I can understand Mr Rama Rao or 
Mr M. G. Ramachandren raising 
regional slogans. Why should Mr 
Hegde do j( with a vengeance?— 
C. M. Stephen. Congress(l>gener* 
al secretary 

Our target was 25,000 (votss) and 
we have reached it—Ashok Mitra, 
former West Bengal financa 
minister aftar winning the Jsdav* 

E ur Assembly constituency seat 
i a margin of 25,026 votes 

Much of my success is due to them 
(womens—NTR in Mian Exprtss 

We .shall win through the builator 
Ibe baUot-Sam Nujona, SWAPO 
chief, pledging to mteiuify the 
battle to free NAmibia 



I cm doubly bippy beecuse I 
didn't wifl tnia auM. Ir was with 
my family, ny friawds and ihv 
French federtDOik..We have been 
wasting a loag tfae for a l^nch 
victory-Yatiiriek Noah, the 
French tennis stcr, after winning 
the French Open Championship 
in Paris 





.but I hcfe.ftre. some fabrics 
beyond fash K>n._ 
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Sc pfin«d h^gh fwiM poiyesrer and coHon blendnj 
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pittl sari going around 
town. Th«ra was a time 
when she walked around 
with a perennially painful 
expression on her face. 

The reason? She was upset 
with the way people were 
linking her up with Dhar 
mcfldrt and talking about 
her hectic affair with him. 
It took her just one film 
with (he big nan to get ihe 
"privilege*of being link* 
ed with someone almost as 
old as her father; like it 
*took Hama Maiint just 
three films with Raaf 
Kumar to make them say 
that she had forgotten 
Dhermendra and Raaj was 
the new man m her life. 
Anita is happy because 
they have stopped think, 
ina nr talking about her 
affair as they have found 
other things to talk about 
''ll was very shocking 
when! fjrst read about 
how 1 was having a grand 
time with Dharamli and 
how we met behind closed 
doors in five* star hotels 
and make up rooms in siu. 
dios. He is so old. He is 




M 





S andeap Paris has car* 
lainlv laarned all the 
trkks of the new game be 
(splaying. Even Mfore he 
could be talked about as 
an actor, and his work tn 
his first film Kabhi AJiiabi 
The. the surroundings were 
rife with rumours about 
his many*splendoured 
affairs. First it was San* 
deep and Swaroop 
par. They were supposed 
to be having a long* 
standing affair which 
started before he thou^i 
of coming to films. And, to 
worsen matters, Swaroop 
blushed every lime some* 
one talked about Sandeep 


Smita^rhahaar? 


also like mv father. How 
can I dream of having an 
affair with him? 1 am the 
last girl to take advantage 
of an affair to boost my 
career. I could do without 
it," says Anita. 

S mira Parii lost out very 
badiv to Shabaoa Aami 
in Mahesh Bhatt's Anh. 
This was expected. It 
would be interesting to 
know what the two are 
going to do in 5hvtm Be* 
tH'fcal's Maitdi. The two are 

f laying prostitutes in the 
dm about prostitutes of a 
different kind. 


1 


Anita Raj. ’Ohamandra ia a< old aa myfathar' 



■I?: 




T 

* 

t 



Satasha. rroub/e mtJrcr , 


\arasha, a lady who has 
already given Dev a lot <»f 
trouble The fact, howev* 
er. IS far from the truth. 
Dev laughed when he read 
the story and said. "SuneiJ 
IS a grown-up man now. He 
can make his own deci> 
sions. He can fall in love 
with anyurl he likes. It's 
his life, why should I inter* 
fere? I will,irhe does 
something really wrong, 
but not if he falls in love." 


in love." 


Dabashrea: bowled try Sandtp 


Now Swaroop ha» 
vanished from the scene 


and Sandeep is already 
being seen in all the 
famous SMS with Da- 
basbraaRor. the actress 
who is working with hiip in 
his first film. Come now. 


Sandeep. acting is a se 


nous game, as serious as 
cricket. Romance is a part 
of life, but work is impor 


rant, very important. 


T bev were waiting for 
something to say which 
Htey couldn't, because it 
was something nasty and 
didn't know what tlwre 
was to say about Dev 
Anattd the industry's Mr 
Clean for years. So they 
invested a story and 
planted it is a gossip 

ne. Tbey said Dev 
hissoASunei/had 


fallen out and were not 
even on talking terms and 

ided nev 

er tombt llUm with 
Sanell aggift. Dev was 
aegry. they aadd, because 
his SOS wM gasnng deeply 
Involved wim his heroine. 


I t is a pity to see the 
Pratnnath family slowly 
crumbling down. Time was 
when Premneth was the 
highest paid villain, even 
more than any of the other 
leading men Having him 
in the cast was an issue of 
prestige. There was a time 
' tn the ^venties when he 
used to demand Rs 20 
lakhs for a film and got it. 
Then some kind of mad 
ness crept in and soon he 
was behaving like an in¬ 
sane man. That was when 
the producers slopped 
considering him as an 
actor, even a character 
actor. The neglect shown 
by the industry increased 
his depression. Today, he 
is old and frustrated and 
lives alone with his wife in 
a remote suburb of Bom¬ 
bay. Wife Beena Rai lives 
with him and tries her best 
to take care of him. Son 
Pram Kishany the Karo 
who started with all the 
promise has now got lost 
somewhere in the crowd of 
young actors. And tha 
other son, AtotrfwB^ hpg 
• ^roAff resehtb t6 
die yoimg Premneth), is 
etn^igling to be wlet his 
father once was without 
much success 
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Now Wilkinson technology 
gives you the smoothest shave 



• ^ 

Wilmanll 

Shaving System and Cartridges 


mtoN 

Intfnotlowl 
•iMvlAi 


Wilmort (I iwiri'blode 
shoving system ond 
cartridges ore mode by 
WilfecH India ltd. in 
lechnicol coHoborotion 
with Wilkinson Sword. 
U.K. To give you the 
smoothest, dosest shove 
ever. And rnony more 
shaves per coriridge too! 

Each coriridge hos 
gitra-shofp fwirv-blodes. 
The first blode lifts more 
brisfie vtw ro/^. T?S| ^ 




mm 





l i ! 
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Oet me cvMnf 







second blode shoves off 
the remaining bristle 
before rt springs bock. 

^Imon 0 twin-blode 
cortridges ond rosors 
ore'mode on mochines 
designed by Wilkigson 
Swo^, U.K, Semples of 
Wifmon N ore regulorty 
sent to Wilkinson Sword 
JJ.K. for quality control 
checks. To give you the 
finest sho^ offer shove. 
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Siai^wtdi Beginning 19 June 


By AMRITLAL 




Uet (IS Affll—14 HaM 
Tbis will b* a ganaraHy 
good waak lor yen. 
6uMta«9m*fi wW NnaliM 
new conirecis Rely on 
your own conMence and (he support of 
your friends and you vinii be successful. 
Progress may be hampered if you do noi 
concemreia on your work This win be a 
good week for love and marriage Be 
lactfui in delimg with your superiors. 
Take care of your healih this week. 
Geotf Ms: 19. 2i and 23. 

Ladty iHMidtrs: i, 4 and 7. 

Ffvosradle ^IricMe: South. 

mm (19 Miy-14 JWM) 
Thu week imS be favour¬ 
able (or maneikof the heert; 
tnendshrp, courtship and 
mamai affairs. On the odier 
hard, (ha health ot vi etterty relative 
may cause some eruiety Thle wil be en 
active week for el professionaki. eape- 
cieiiy creabve people. Some proWeme 
regarding petty Mues mey crop up. 
Seed lltH: 30, 22 and 24 
lucky nemben: 3. 5 and 0. 

Fsvoenais dlrsctles; Nortfi. 

OEMM (tb 4eaa-14 Mm 

M ndicatiofts poM to be* 
ftehcial changes in your 
profession this week. Spe> 
culaiive ventures wi4 yield 
good results. You wil be helped by your 
assoaates. A word of edvice: be wary of 
dubious friends and guard agamei mflU' 
ences that could be deinmemai to your 
career. A vrek to a dletant place mey ^ in 
the offing. Thle wW be a good week lor 
love and romance. 

Geod dates: 21, 23 mxl 24. 

Udty semken: 2, 4 and 6. 

Ffvwrible dfresflan: North-easi. 

GAHCEA (IS Jelv-14 Aa- 
f«U) This week is favour- 
able (or ahisies: so go 
ahead with mnovaiive 
ideas and you wiH be sue* 
ceesfui. Bueinessmer^. both your profee- 
sional hitereeta and those of your lemikes 
deserve doee eitenuon (hte week. In 
general, friends writ be helpful. There are 
chances that you may undertake a 
pleasant )otjmey this week. 

Seed deter ig. 2i end 26 
Utty nembifs; i. 3 and 7. 

FavoeraMe dtrecMa: West. 





IfO ilS 

ber( Th« wfi be e week of 
msMd fprumee. There mey 
be notatte fmancM eue- 
cees. erMbbng you lo make 
■mportvH purchases On the other hand 
a domesbc upheaval may cause you 
arwefy Do not worry if your espectauns 
remain unfufMed. The near kiture looks 
bngK. Job-seekers wtf do weithM week. 
Do not mvokre yourself m tuertbve deeis, 
m spite 0 * tempsabone 
Peed mn: 20. 2t vtd 23. 
isefcy wrnmn 3. 6 M 9. 

Fevewable diraeflat: West. 



VMM (II IMbbW t4 

OrtibifI This a noi a ludry 
week lor you Avotf rteed- 
lees er g iinen tt «nth your 
aeruora. On fie ftnanoai 
front, you may espertence e aMhp. On 
the oMer hM. cori ce ntraied mnbon fp 
bueineas affars may help you unei- 
pe de eby A word of ceuaon: en eiderfy 
women la dkefy to Nnder your pieris. 
deed dalar 19. 23 M 24. 

Lacby aweben: 1. 4 M S 
FeveerM dlracdn: Soutfi-eaet. 

LimA (11 Ocleber -11 
lleviabsr) This week, 
bueme eem en mey come up 
agelnet oppoeillon end- 
chaaengee. Avoid ergu- 
mente. Provided you rely on you MuMn 
this rney be e pM week for you Tad 
and pabence may help you br you* 
profaaicr^ daabriga. Your famdy wW 
give you al 0 >e suppod you rteed. espe¬ 
cially A you are caded upon io ahouldar 
new reaponaMies. 

Baed dues: 23. 24 wtd 25. 

Leefey aembdn: 2. 3 M 9. 

FaveimMe dbe e bee; Norti weat. 




ICOBflO ai >esewiir 14 

Oacaabd) Thia wd not be a 
very leviable week lot 
you. Suspend tfiy chenges 
you mghi have made in 
your plane smee brigNer pfbepeds are in 
theofhng. Specuiam and gvablua wiH 
proeper this weak. Kaep a vig ii nt aye on 
your heeih and thei of you children. Thia 
week will be e good lime for resolving 
affairs of the f^an 
fiaad dtttt: 20. 2i 24. 
iKfer adNben: 5. 6 and 7. 

Fevasmbfe dtracOaa: 5asL 



lAOinARHll (15 Decedh 
bas—14 jMiary) TTfle week 
you are nicely iQ prosper on 
iihe iociai from and meet 
'Mluentlai people. You are 
edvtaed lo ooneerva you raeoucee. 
Take care of ypu health. You may goon 
a mp m the ndddle of the week. A new 
fhendahip or romence la algntfied. and a 
sacrat matter of the hear! wW maka 
siaady prograta. Do r>ot maka any un* 
eWcal mpvae Ms week. 

Bead dilM: (9. 20 21 

Ueby mmM n i 4. 8 and 9. 
dfreeUea: South. 




CAFlUCOfW <fd iMa»^«14 
Febreaiy) The wM ba a 
good week to start a pro* 
(esaional verejre. A long 
forgonen matter wd come 
up suddenly Ms week and start troubHng 
you. Howa^, there m nothing lo worry 
eboul. Have oabtnee. You domesbc Me 
win run smootnry But the health gf e 
fernOy member may cause’ShHWty. 
Beel dales: 20. 22 and 2S. 
lecby eewbirs; i, 2 end 3. 

FeveereMs dfrecHea: South-west. 

AQUARIUd (U FlbrMff-*l4 
hUrskf This wiH be a good 
week tor counship end 
marriage. Succeee ir^ moel 
busintee ventuee e likely. 
Cmpibyeei may get promotions. Artistee 
are bkeiy to gain recogniilon Ms week. A 
word of ceubon for ei of you do not be 
over-opOmisvc and guard againet decep¬ 
tion. A dose relativa may disturb your 
mental aqmlibnum and you health may 
create ptiMms this week 
Bead datn; 23. 24 vd 2S. 

Licfcy aeatbefi: 3. 5 and 8. 

Feveweble dtreefies: Nodh. 

PttaS (19 Menli-14 4drfl| 
This week lawsuits end 
debts may cause you enid- 
ety with no obvKMJS sokjboo 
in eight. On the profeeeion- 
el from you efforts wiH not bring desired 
results but do not lose heart. Plw ahead, 
for this period wdt soon come to an end. 
Keep important papers In safe custody. 
Frunde end relelives will help you out 
this week. 

Bead dMec 21. 22 and 23. 

iMby wNbin: 4. 5 H)d 8. 

Faewible d Mc Boa : East 



Far (kSH Mil aeaNi begla sfllb A, MuV: You arekketytobea you are dynamic, detarmined and enthueiaatic, you ara abo 
bom loader, aaeumbig e poaKiui of authority. You are not impetuous and aeff-wHed. For Meet raaaone you often make 
eoniani to be one of the namemi maeaat. but ahvtye atrwe to heaty de cto lon t end gfva veni to you temper. You get earned 
oainopromlnenfpiaoeineeoiefyeeaieeder. away by btvtol eehemee. A word of advice: try to maintain your 

At a loader, on the othar hand, you have you faults. Though cairn and you wa prosper inHfe. 
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M Mt Ift inueh 


■X-P 


Mur*» (WW»| 


Th« RmMa MTiMi ol chaw hw ■ yateM 
BMIaMal aiMMy la dflan ow 

woM m moai ol iha liiam pityW 
ioHawNng In ffia ><iawm af Kifpov and 
Rawoataa. daifcanmt •^^om aaw 
c# ^avadD Horn t¥^ a^ay Shica >atatiya*> 
laar Imamai Rmalaw gomm ara wida<y 
pubHtAad In Iha Wa^ pwr main amna ol 
tiua naiiwa Rvaalan chaw eomaa ham tha 
ataady Hvaam of onHQfaa. avoMrotmod by 
M o e caaional daiaew Many of ihaa 
ai^yaa aia not ranhad a^atlaby htal% bt 
010 Bovlai IMIan. yvi an Mfdi^ m 
Waal ih«p aoen dMlod aveni bv 
AmaitonaJ oiayara. Ta>a, Yaaha Mwfvl <ia> 


Oridge 


A pood uan d halpfui kt afl patnaa. aa Aa 
otehai eommantaiofi ofian point owt In a 
bndpa champtonanv ii la difflewH id to- 
eovar from a 19-1 layacaa In thy opanlnp 
maieh, aapa ct ady «Mt#n iha opponama an 
Italy Tha Sdilah »aam^ wad laneiad ai fha 
aaan. navar ivrtaaad tfaar cMa baomning bi 
Iha 197$ Itfopaan Champiordhp, piayod 
In Iwaal. Aftar a lapaa of lima m m wordt 
kioAki 0 al ona eeally daal. 


Daalaf SouA Gama all 
« K loa 

9 - 

A A a 3 
*AKJ»a 63 


A09B33 N 

: 0 JOd a HH a 

to 1 ”- * 

«» s 

* At 74 


• J 

S A I 0 S 92 

K a 7 

« 10 7 as 


f K t 7 

AO Jt 


t Bi 


Iho KaHan Nonh-Souih wara plavins iha 
Laphom Otomond. m wMoh Ona Diamond 
la Iha atrw^ opandtg and Oia Oud dia 
caich-ad Soinh opanad Ona Club, ihata* 
fora, and dtia had at any rata a aw 

choloplcal aflaet. for North aoen eaitlPd ttia 




QUtSTKMS 

1. T>)e U/gpst counvy m ihp world It mo 
SovW Union. Whicb id Ihp wnpHpsI? 

2. May. Ihp Nflh mcnfh of thp yppr. « 
named aHer a nomar goddeta. Who la 

ahp? 

d. Ni Englah liieraiurp a dldtngulihad vio 
of poota comphaad die 'laAt Sohoof.* 
Who ¥fprt fhiil 


anion aaaww^ mparWaaa aldia cenaa 
MncaA Of OMraa aoA Mwal and 
wart wai awarn af aach aPaYa 
mwiaa and irawWona. bul dia pama doat 
PiflaM mm Aw^an Piaa at Ito moat 


d 2 a NkN moa 

2 t... iMu no-ay+K-na 

90 iMdit ^ 4 a» ai Ml *^4 
32 Rtalpwfc H «P ba mata In iwo arfpi... 
0-094 arP . R-Rl 


WMii: V. Myraf 9 (adL O. GurawMW 


1 P^ N-CPd 2 pw«4 

9 9-00 P^QiM 4 PnP 

• Pi# PaP 9 fb-QM P-OS 

7 P^ p-RH> • II-99 t-US 

t A-K 4 0-0 10 P -«9 

AdAr a tc apdnp a pwn aaodilea d la noc 
wfpiln Pia HtpaNw rnanmih’ «a try « 


Aaaaatt an KN Ilia 
WhPa. Laraan Uadi: Prarm 
OrgnfaW Oofanca 


N-RM IB-KW 


1 IB-09 
• P^M 
7 P-Od 


2 PMMM 

4 Pi# 


10 . . Pi# 11 PdP IMIO 
U O-KMOii 12 ftaO N-QI 

14 0-K3 O-Nt 10 0-0-40^1 

Snonpar Pian rigdnfca Pia pa«m by 15 
. NfffUdCPaaafiar IS KlUdl P-i2l7 
K-Nl Wwad by OaN ard N-K 4 WHto 


Atatrp a wm pr^ on dta aama. 

If P^H 9 iKnI 17 0-02 >Mia 

Id p-xr oiAOPAii 


11 0 - 0-0 
^9 0-«2 
19 P-RS 
17 fMas 
19 P>94 

21 Rat 

22 0-Nl 


PHHO 

t-W2 

tjiN 

N-tt 

P-OU 

P-N4 

OR-421 


P-KN9 

Ml# 

IMI 2 


9 04(2 
10 Pat 
12 t-ON9 
14 ta« 

19 KR-N1 
It OMI 

20 P-R9 
22 OaP 


P-«2 


Pit 

0-0 

R-R1 


OiRP 


id p-xr oiAORARi 

19 . .. P-041 19 9iR N^ei 


MICMAiL tTIAN 


Wd*ip 19 $b tide, win c h pratmtad no 


nw waa tha 9 >ttM bddbip 

sount NOfriM 

Priday Rodrl^ 

19 30 

29 40 

40 BMT 

«« 99 

No 

Tha Nenh rmnd oontaina m many faa* 
tma - Iha pond duPa. tha diamond 
auppert dm apadaand haan aorwop - ihai 
K P ddikuh 40 manapa. Ml^ toutfi hava 
raM 9 HTf Shadd Mwth haw r^ootod hp 
chda irwraad of a h oml n p dia haap widl 
Tha bom play P $P Olamen* P da* 
bopPP. SouPi’a Hna wpa lo rwIT dm hamt 
laid P dummy, mnaa lo O Q> n# anoPwr 
fmart and Pad a dub. daeardna iha 
third haati Thara nwidd iPR hmo boon 
pnbtomo d Ma had aioed 19 . Tha diar* 
natiw HnaMBRot ruRbig dm heart laid. P to 
laad a Pw dPmand from dummy. TNa P 
Rfedy 19 win « Edit haMa. aa Im dd. X « or 
K s a of dPinonda d Waat haa dm inimB 
4019 and PaAanedmr fmart di^mrwi 
aaad 1 » drop 9 10 A paoblam Nr com* 
gim If eomptiaara ara any geod bi dia 


Sump 




Jvm 0 wr 100 attmpa mam PM in 
triddr CommonwaaMi counMaa to oMi* 
mampraw dm Ojaa n a cprpnadon an 2 
Juna 1999 . Thoaa of dm Crown cePnlai 
faabwd a pordaH of dm Quaan 9 «n • 
ohotofftph by Oorodiy WIdnp, In H dm 
Quaan waara a damond dara ortofnaty 
pNan to Princaaa Mary of Tart A 1993 . 
whan dm manM di 9 Duka of Yarlt Ptar 
KbipQaarsDV. 


TtMMCI MEM 


C.W.HIU. 


4. iWipn 19 H>9 urdi 'HegthPPd' utetf? 
$. lnBP9ep9l9PO.«P«idoP9Ppriuit9tion 


9. WAh which sport would you ■ppocttli 
Ih# tann 'dtuMcerT 
7. ki ehtmMry. whpi to nXreui exlda 
poQUtorly toVMD ti? 


* 0 | 0 d '9 
W m 

Mdtoo ^ SUMtpUM Ptimt 9UP9UI H '9 
-MAl 99ee 01 Itnb# to pttito^ 
9IJ0 '4U|M 9jn9P9iU 0| pp«1 to U > 

lamp 91(91 

UtflBua 919 to 99uioif J|9m pptm itoiu 
'A9Mino$ PM tapUtoOO 'MPOtMpJOM t 
Atnojtyi fo MPUf 9 ia lifan x 

■mm 


•X9 toi ^ Mneoot uo 
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10. ON N And «nuMnwit (0) 

11, Uh NJ.A. Mn 10 miht OMM m 

17. Dm • hofw fle^ Am ffiti «Met on bieoo-^ m«? M 
17. ITw tM nWM 9Wr M Ml 10 mM Mr homo. (Q 


1 $ Him Imv om don’t rmmaflfj wow ttouooro | 0 ) 
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3 Woopon and teat comomo to toad too onocH. {9) 
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10. Thoftooroml irvMn to machtftofy. rvuffrt not noeoouniy In pa>f4 (d| 
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to. Oooo toto Onr* inwh youl <6) 
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DELHI DIARY i 


A SALES TRIP? 





Rift. nrm> de^l wiih !h« CSA^ 

TH£ three d«y visit by Acoericen 
secreury of state Mr Georie 
Shuhr betinning on 29 June, may 
be utilisaa by India ana the USA 
for discussing possible arms sales 
by the latter. India is keen to buy 
C IJQ Hercules transTOrt aircraft 
for the air force. M4w howitsers 
TOW anti-tank missiles 
and machine guns for the army 


from the USA. The Indian interest 
in these equipment was initially 
shown in 1361. when a delegation 
le4 by the then tie fence secretary. 
Mr K.Pjk. Menon, viaiteti America. 
The deel couJd not come through 
basically because India wanted 
transfer of technology in the case of 
equipment for the army and the 
Americans were not agreeeble. In¬ 
dia's dilemma is that while it wents 
to buy these arms, which are the 
best in their respMtivc fields, it 
cannot ignore the 32 ordnance fac- 
t^ies in the countiy which have so 
far been the mainstay of the army's 
requirements. If a direct purchase 
deal is struck, then the ptWuction 
capacity in these units will become 
idU. But the US Congress, which 
has been tektng aatMndia postures 
un many issues, is unlikely to avee 
to the transfer of technology, ^e 
one equipment in the Indian shop* 
pmg list which may ultimately 
come off. therefore, tt the transport 
aircraft. Though the overt purpose 
of Mr Shults's visit is to chair the 
lndo>US iqint commission meeting, 
more serious matters, like the 
pouible anns deal and a discussion 
on possible Soviet puUoui from 
Afghanistan may be the focus of the 
discussions between Mr Narasimha 
Rao and Mr Shultz. 


RAJYA SABHA SEAT FOR V.P. SINGH? 


WILL Mr Vishwanatb Pratap Singh 
seek election to the Parliament 
from Bulandshahar where a 
Sabha byelection is due? Since his 
induction into the union cabinet in 
January, there has been specula¬ 
tion alMut the constituency from 
which Mr Singh will seek to enter 
Parliament. Exercises have begun 
at 1, Akbar Road, the residential 
office of the Prime Minister, where 
her political aide Mr Makhan Lai 
Potedar sits, to select the Congres* 
s(J) candidate from Bulandshahar 

t ihe date of the by election is yet to 
le announced!. Mr V.P. Singh is 
understood to have decline to 
stand from Bulandshahar. He pee* 
fers CO be elected to the Rajya 
Sabha instead. The seat from the 
Delhi Metropolitan Council consti¬ 
tuency is vacant. He be consi¬ 
dered for this seat. The names 
being bandied about for Bulandsha¬ 
har, meanwhile, ere those of former 
minister ot state for external 
affairs, Mr Surendrapal Singh, and 
Chaudhury ^agbir Singh. Mr Jagbir 
Singh, a minister of state m the 
Morarji Desai and Chann Singh 
ministries (he was among those wHo 


hed quit the Desai teem along with 
Charan Singh K defected to the Con¬ 
gress (I) in 19M. By circulating his 
name as a possible candidate, the 
Congress (I) high command wants 
to bait other jat leaders from the 
Lok Dal fold. 



POWER GAMES IN 
THE CONGRESS to 

THE Cohgressd) high command 
has its own way of maintaining a 
balance of power between wamng 
factions. The best examole of this 

J ime is the handling ot Mr Tariq 
nwar and Mr Chandan Bagchi, 
two youth leaders from Bihar. Mr 
Tariq Anwar, the Indian Youth 
Congressd) president, was abruptly 
removed from the presidentship ot 
the Bihar unit and Mr Bagchi 
appointed in his place. The very 
next day, when Mr Anwar com¬ 
plained. he was appointed a joint 
secretary of Che AjCC(I). When Mr 
Anwar was made the lYC(I) presi¬ 
dent. It was but natural that Mr 
Bagchi's days in the Bihar unit were 
numbered. But when Mr Anwar 
managed to ease out Mr Bagchi 
from the Youth Congress, with the 
help of the chief minister, Dr 
Jagannath Mishra, Mr Bagchi man¬ 
aged. to get elected to the Rajya 
Mbha on ^e vacancy caused by Mr 
A.?. Sharma's appointment as Gov¬ 
ernor of Punjab With Mr Bagchi 
joining Mr Anwar in Delhi as a * M? 
(Mr Anwar is in the Lok Sabha), the 
faction fight took a queer turn. In 
order to keep Mr Bagchi away from 
the Youth Congress, he was made 
one of the coordinators of the All- 
India Sava Dal of the party. Now Mr 
Bagchi seems to be going all out to 
outdo Mr Anwar by organising a 
camp of the Seva Dal in Delhi in the 
next one or two months. The pro¬ 
vocation apparently came from the 
two successful Youth Congress 
workers* training camps organised 
by Mr Anwar. 

RAM LAL'S SLOW 
AND QUIET MOVES 

WHAT is fonner Himachal Pradesh 
, chief minister Mr Ram Lai doing 
these days? Since the appointment 
of the new chief minister. Mr Veer- 
bhadra Singh, there has. been spe- 
culition about whether Mr Sfngh 
will appoint enquiry committees to 
look Into the charges of irregular¬ 
ities against top onicials ana rela¬ 
tives of the former chief minister 
which hadrocked the state during 
Mr Rum Lil'a tenure. Mr Veerbhaa- 
ra Singh, however, has not shown 
any inclination to do so. Mr Ram 
Lai, of course, has not returned the 
chi^ minister's gesture. Siccing in 
his new bungalow at Simla’s Stokes 
Mount, he is believed to be miletly 
planning moves against Mr Singh. 


V.P. Sin$A: looking for a safe seer D.E. NIZAMUODIN 
















Colgate's 

trusted formula works 
to give you clean, 
fresh breath... 
strong, healthy teeth 
every time you brush. 




Odour* arid dacay-cflusing bacterta 
grow m food partictes trapped 
f between your teeth. 

Colgate's unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove dangerous 
food particles ar>d bacteria. 

!{■■■■ Result' Fresh'breatn confidence, 
jlljj protection against decay, 
strong healthy teeth 

Remember to brush with Colgate Dental Cream 
after every meal. Stop bad breath.. frght tooth decay 


Vbu'R love its fresh minty taste! 
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In 4 delightful ways from 


Now and MDtA bnngs you a run^ of ponables. For ihe 
Unen in siereo music. All products of the Utest Japanese technology. 







Slerto Radio CajMltt 
R«conkr-M993$K 
4-banU radkx Automatic 
Music Select System. 2*way 
4-speaker system. 12 W 
output. >(iigic tape counter. 


Stereo Radio Cawerte 
Recorder--RT 2007 
4-band radio. 7 W output 
Stereo-wide effect. 


PRODUCTS 


I t 
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Radki Caaette Record e r— 
M2429-2H 
3>band radio, Variable 
monitor and ALC Auto stop 
mechanism. External mike 
jack, ^digit tape counter. 


Mini Stereo Cassette 
Player-M-GlO 
Compact stereo cassette 
player. Auto stop 
mechanism, Compatible with 
metal and normal tapes. 


Marketing Organisation, BPL Centre, 32 Church Street 
Bangalore 560 001 Telwhone; 52321/2/6, 5S217 Telex: 0845-511 






























Lyall's knows you care about your family's health 

So xve make a wide range of 

ayurvedic home remedies to keep your family happy and healthy 


Toniliv 82 

Gives you an Appetite 
for Living 


Gasvol 

Rghts Dbcomfort Fast 




Tone-Up Forte — 
Energy rtfr the Mature 
Male 



Are>you always hre<i these days^ 
Do you icci is vour 

appetite less than it used to be? 
LyaU*! Toniliv-S2 is guaranteed to 
take care of all liver complaints. 
Makes you eat better, so that you 
become a happier and healthier 
person. 


Have you ever been in agony 
from gas? Experienced that 
bloatra feeling? Solve your 
problems with Gaavol. The most 
natural aid to good digestion. 


Has life kt you down? Do you 
feel depresM, fatigued? Ly all's 
has a solution that will piu you 
up. Lyall's T«ie-Up Forte is 
creatra ^edally for the mature 
male. With 10 rejuvenating 
ayurvedk herbs to renew, your 
vigour. To put you in control of 
the situation again. 


It's agood life with Lyall's 

OrnktofM Lyall a Co. Ltd. 

3 Wood Street. Calcutta 700 016 
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In tha last quartar ol a cantury. mnuta snarda maoa our or 
aand^-commoniy known aa microchtpe—have brought about a 
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Indian Corporate Evolution. The Shrnm £)9cneM<-4 

The Core Scclor 
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h yt w muft have aocne goat... No doubt in 
uhaiMr vm do the mon^ motive ia there, 
bul there is a better motive and that is to 
serve die country by producina lhing»_iM^h 
have not yet been praouced 
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TW lihaii ■■ Grot^ 


The Core Sector. 

h’s rewardiira because its ultiinate 

IHoduct is a smile. 


At Shriram, aince 1889. we have believ ed that a 
Coloration should not juet concentrate on 
pronti but aUo on what its country needs. 

That*! what brou^t us to products cntical to 
devel^)menl. Textiles, fertibam and chemicals 
are three exan^s. 


Our Urea plant, tor instance, saves the country 
Rs. S60 mfton m brei^ii exchainw every year arid 
contributes 14 lakh tonnes ol addrtionai 
foody ams. 

At Shriram that's enough reason (or added 
eflort. Because, to thousvids ol (armers it*s 
enough reason for a smie. 
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Giwus 
half a minute 
to describe your car... 


Companion | Wirkhorse Debonair 


□ Car perhaps getting on in 
years 

□ Short city runs 

□ Leisurely pace 


□On the road all the time 
□Tough driving conditions 
□ Demand the most out of it 


□ A car to be proud of 

□ The latest in fittings 

□ Often does long hauls 

□ Only the best will do 
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... and we^ll take 
3 more to describe 
the tyre you need. 




Dunlop C49 HI^P— 
the faithful companion 
\ts special HbP(Hjgh 
Performance) rubber 
compound makes (he rubber 
tougher, helps the (read to be 

abrasion- 



tmtfm ^ ^ i H 


resistant and 
gives surer 
road grip, 
smoother 
acceleration, 
safer braking- 
even in 


emergencies. That's why the 
C49 will be your most faithful 
companion on the road. Year 
after year. 



Pu'.4«r 

1 . 


Dunlop Super Star Nylon— 
the loyal workhorse 

Wilh features that work 
harder for you. lu Premium 
Depth Tread is far deeper, giving 
you more rubber on the (read, 
and hence, more tyre life. Its 

special 
nylon 
casing 
assures 
both 
strength 

and stamina and Its superior 
tread compound, based on a new 
manufacturing concept, builds in 
highest abrasion-resistance. 

That's why, in the long run, the 
Super Star 
won’t ever 
lei you 
down. 








Dunlop SP Sport Radial— 
the debonair champion 

The latest in tyre technotug 
and dc.sign. Adapted to Indian 

roads and Indian 
cars. Specially 
developed 
fabric belt and 
nylon casing give 
greater comfort, 
greater rc]iabi)it 3 
higher car 
suspension life. 
And the unique 
Aquajet system 
helps it to run 
dry on wet 





4«Mxr, 


roads. SP Sport—the No. I in 
style and performance. 



^ nWTNEsOF Atyt^iox 


every need 
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««liiteU6Ctiittb” 
and tfae Punfab 
situation 

T hdr« is A group in Dolhi which 
holds periMicdJ meetings to div 
cuss burning topics of .the day. 1 am 
all for such groups because I am 
convinced that it is for intellectuals 
and academics to analyse knotty 

i political, economic and social prol> 
ams in a cooli detached and objec* 
rive manner and offer (heir sugges* 
tions (o the people in power who 
are usually too involved in them lo 
be able to see the wood for the 
trees. I was invited bv this group to 
participate in a panel discussion on 
the inflammable situation develop* 
ing in Punjab. Other panelists 
slated for the debate were cabinet 
minister buta Singh and Harkishen 
Singh Surjeet, the Markisi MP who 
has done more to bring about an 
understanding between the Akalb 
and the goveinmenr than anyone 
else. I overcame my allergy to the 
word **m!eJlectuar' and my ami* 
pa thy towards the convener of the 
group—a singularly abrasive and 
unlovable type of men^and 
accepted the invitation. I knew 
what Buta Singh and Surjeet would 
say; what I really w.nted to hear 
were the views of the intellectuals 
of Delhi. 

I came back as the cJjche goes, a 
wiser and a sadder man. The small 
hall was packed with both Hindus 
and Sikh»>-*that was a healthy sign. 
Both Buta Singh end Surjeet faiutd 
Co show up; on most of this group's 
meetings, the main speakers are 
known to absent themselves, 
perhaps fur good reason. Instead, 
they got retired Vice*Chancellor 
Amrik Singh to participate. The 
convener who presided and prom* 
ised to take no more then five 
minutes to introduce the speakers, 
orated for a full IS minutes of 
which less than one was devoted to 
introductions. It was evident that 
he used this forum to let off his own 
undigested gas. Amrik Singh spoke 
as one would expect an academic to 
speak: lucidly, without raising his 
voice even once. He did not Mve 
one kind word for the Akalis. On 
my part 1 tried to be as dispassion* 
ate as 1 could, described the Anand* 
pur resolution as the charter of 
tnnihJIaiion of the Sikhs and criti* 
cised the Akalis for their prolonged 
moreha. I was equally critical of the 
government for unduly prolonging 
the negotiations and unwittingly 
allowing the Akali recalcitrance to 
take the shape of a confrontation 
batweeti the Sikh community and 
the rest of bdia. The questions that 
followed came as a iolt. These were 
addressed by Hinou members of 
the audience and their tone mede it 
deer chat they assumed that be^ 
a Sikh my sympathies lay with Sikh 
ext^emiste 



Gossip 

sweet and sour 


KHUSHWANT SINGH 


*'Are Sikhs Hindus?” was the 
opening shot. "No.” I replied, 
"although very close and often con* 
nected by matrimonial ties, Sikhs 
regard themselves a community, 
apart from the Hindus.” Second 
shot: "Why didn’t you condemn the 
murder of (he Nirankari Baba?” I 
replied that I did then and do so 
now. Third shot: "Why didn't you 
condemn the murder of Lala Jagat 
Naram?” demanded another again. 
1 replied that 1 did so then and do so 
now. "Why didn't you condemn the 
hijackings?” "Why don't you con* 
demn the misuse of (he Golden 
Temple to harbour criminals?” And 
so on. Not to be outdone, the con¬ 
vener whose job should te to sum 
up the debate and thank the speak* 
ers, launched into an impassioned 
harangue claiming all the patriot¬ 
ism for himself and denouncing the 
AkaJis for the lack of it. It was a 
kind of oration (me would expect to 
hear at a meeting of the Akhil 
Bharatiya Trade Union of semi¬ 
literate Mahabuddhooi on the 
lawns of the Boat Club rather than 
in a group with pretensions to intef- 
lectualism. Or mayte I was out of 
touch with reality. My notion of an 
inceUectuaJ was a weU*read person 
capable of coo), di^assionate 
reasoning. "What I was lacing was a 
mob with the mental level <h teen* 
age boy-scouti of the YMCA. I 
protested as vociferously as I could, 
then walked out in a buff. Even 
more alarming for me was to discov¬ 
er that most oi the Sikh members of 
the audience did the same. 

This is the sort of thic^ that used 
ro take place in Lahore in 1946 and 
early 1947. That time similar 
groups would break into Mualims 
on the one aide, Hindus and Sikhi 
on tbo other. Now it it Hindus on 
the one, Sikhs on the other. What 


are we heeding for? 

Philosophy of life 

W henever asked: “Do you have 
a phiJ(»sop)^ of life?” I reply 
“Yes 1 have.” But when asked ro 
spell it out 1 begin to fumble for 
words and end up quoting James 
Joyce's memmable fines mm his 
novel A portrait of rhe artist as a 
young man. They are the closest 
that I can get to this elusive some* 
thing designated as life’s philoso* 
phy. It goes as follows: “You have 
asked me what I would do and what 
I would not do. I will tell you what I 
will do and what I will not do. I will 
not serve (hat in which T no longer 
believe, whether it call itself my 
home, my fatherland, or my church; 
and I will try to express myself in 
some mode of life or art as freely as 
I can and as wholly as I can, using 
for my defence (he only arms 1 
allow myself to use—silence, exile, 
and cunning.” 

I was heartened to see that Rurh 
Prawer Jhubvala has identical 
views As a matter of facr, a well* 
researched hook on her as a writer 
is entitled Silence, exile and cun* 
mng (by Yasmine Gooneratne. 
Orient Longman). In an article 
Ruth sani me for publication long 
before she won her innumerable 
literary awards, she quoted Joyce's 
lines and added: “This I interpret 
for myself tu mean that I must keep 
my mouth shut, stay aloof from the 
world around me and carry on my 
business like a thief in the night, 
pillaging what I need and hoaraing 
it on the secret recesses of my 
imagination to make of it what 1 
can” 

She has certainly followed 
Joyce's Injunctions by remaining 
utterly unsocial, never talking ab¬ 
out her work and, having taken all 
she could from India, quietly slip* 
ped out into a selMmposed exile to 
(he United States. However she 
does not admit that what she stole 
from lodiH was not like a "thief in 
the night” (she is too short-sighted 
to be able to steal even in broad 
daylight) but from her own family, 
notably her husband, Cyrus Jhab* 
vala. “Jhab" is a great raconteur 
who can create vivid scenes with 
words, mimic people's voices and 
make them come alive. Molt of 
“Jhab's” anecdotes find their way 
Into Ruth's novels and short stories. 

Ruth did not complete Joyce's 
quotatiuo. His summing up really 
rounds up what I belie%’e should be 
every writer's philosophy of life; 
“You made me confess the fears 
that I have. But 1 will tell you also 
what I do not fear. I do not fear to 
be alone or to be spumed for 
another or to leeve whatever I have 
to leave. And 1 am not afraid to 
make a mistake, even a great mis¬ 
take, a lifelong mistake, and 
perhaps as long as eternity too.” 





Godrej Storwel 


the gift of a lifetime 



UilUu08-2-Ba 


The Godrej Storwel is the 
ideal gift for any occasion. A 
gift that will be appreciated 
for a lifetime. The most 
functional yet elegant steel 
ciq)board, it offers distinct 
benefits like greater 
durability and more security 
as compared to 
conventional cupboards; 
steel or wood. And to add 
to its elegance it has a 
superior scratch-resistant 
finish obtained by a 
painting process exclusive 
to Godrej. 

Besides a full length 137 cm 
mirror of import^ plate 
gla.« it. has unpickable 
locks, concealed hinges, a 
3 *way interiocking bolting 
device, and adjustable sheK^ 
All this makes the Godrej 
Storwel a memorable and 
lasting gift 
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Did the padayatra 
make any 
difference? 

I did not writ* on Chandra more than once that the am 
Shekhar's pedeyerro earlier would be uaed for the benefit o 
because, frankly»I was cynical viliaiera But here liain, evt 
about the venture. There was the amount were to come to sc^ 
imihina he could have leami Jakhs of rupees, the money w 


I cMd not write on Chandra 
Shekhar's pedayarro earlier 
because, frankly. I was cynical 
about the venture. There was 
imihina he could have leami 
chat he did not know before walk* 
ine from Kanyakurean to Delhi, 
while on foot or ><i a car, poverty 
looks the seme. What interested me 
was not what impact the paduyttn 
had on him but whac impact he had 
on the i^opJe who saw him march. 

So I visited some of the places he 
had walked through. There is no 
doubt that the peo^e were inspired 
by his visit, his JhotJ<lad figure, 
his simplicity and his pertinent re* 
marks. It was something novel for 
them—a leader coming to them on 
foot and that too not to seek their 
votes. But they have gone back to 
their helpless grind, to their dreary 
life as if he was a strange man who 
passed by and made no difference 
to (hem. 

They must have talked about him 
for days, it was an event in their 
uneventful lives, to be remembered 
for a time and forgotten. No one haa 
come to (hem after him, wanting to 
redress their grievances—they had 
poured their hearts out to him^o 
help (hem in their unending strug* 
gle to exist. Somehow they hed 
pinned their hopes on him. 

Chandra Shekhar cannot be 
blamed for this. Though he is the 
party President, the party has no 
apparatus to work at tne grassroots. 
And right from Mererji Desai to 
Bubremaniam Swamy* most Jaoata 
leaders have been running down 
(he ^davarra so much tfiat the 
party could not have been activised 
to follow up the padayatra. In fact, 
some Janata leaders have already 
•voiced the demand that iha money 
given to Chandra Shekhar—it was 
mostly in undH ddini and one of two 

rupee notee—should come to (ha 
pari>:*a<dff«rs. Bui he made it ttoar^ 


more than once that the amount 
would be used for the benefit of the 
villagers But here again, even if 
the amount were to come to several 
lakhs of rupees, the money would 
be too little lo do good to the 
millions. Chandra Shekhar might 
be sadly aware of this, he comes 
from a rural area. 

Money alone can do little to solve 
the problems of the countryside. 
What U needed is a major social 
change, to release the people from 
the cruel grip of landlords, 
moneylenders and the cusiodians 
of caste on the one hand and the 
police, parwaris and politicians on 
the otner. Probably the best course 
is to organise the lower half for 
radical changes. But Chandra 
Shekhar knows that JP. his mentor, 
after participating in many padyat* 
ras. camp to the Marxun conclusion 
that power must be captured to 
bring about change. And JP nearly 
brought about the miracle in 1977 
through the ballot box. 

The padayatra has given Chandra 
Shekhar an edge over every politic* 

Chandra Shekhar's 
padayatra r^ust have had 
more impact than what 
meets the eye. And there 
must have been more 
gains, for others have been 
1^ to emulate him. 
Perhaps some of our politi¬ 
cians may be seen using 
their legs for purposes 
other than crossing the 
floor. And it is to be noted 
that Rajiv Gandhi also did 
apadayatra of sorts. 


a1 leader In the country. They, par* 
ricularly Mr Charan Singh, run nim 
down but they know that he is now 
more respected than any of them. 
Whether ne symbolises the hope for 
the future or not, he has earned iha 
credibility (o lead a national demo* 
craiic alternative, (his possible riv* 
al, Atal Behari Vajpayee, is willing 
to accept him as the next Prime 
Minister). 

True, old and discredited men 
who should have retired from puli* 
tics and help form a coalition 
against Mrs Gandhi, still cling to 
the centre of the sioge. But Cfian* 
dra Shekhar perhaps could be a 
force to push them aside. He must 
be conscious that the people want 
change, not only in the government 
but in (he style of governance and 
the faces that want (o govern them. 
The men, burning with personal 
ambitions, do not represent (he 
change. In fact, the Janata govern* 
menc. dominated by the Congress 
way of doing things, was no depar* 
lure from the old rule ajid sus* 
tained only the status quo. 

Chandra Shekhar has now the 
stature to break from the past and 
bring together different political 
parties around a time-lMund econo* 
mic programme and have a claan, 
dedicated team, men without any 
taint of corruption, to implement it. 
And he must rise above personal 
loyalties because there are quire a 
few undesirable men around him. 
On the basis of the popularity he 


has won by showing that he is more 
than a politician, a man of certain 
values, who is eager to serve (he 
people, the padayatra might prove 
to have done some good after all. 

But I have my reservations. 
Padayatras ere not new. Vinobha 
Bhave must hold the record. I do 
concede that his Bhoodan Move* 
ment did rouse many people's con* 
sciences for a time. And he identi* 
fied himself with the people by 
leading a simple, austere life. So 
also Gandhiji, who walked for a 
cause, who lived in a village, almost 
as a villager. Chandra Shekhar will 
live in distant Delhi, isolated In a 
world of politics and media. In fact, 
it is (his Isolation of politicians that 
has deprived them and the people 
of sustained efforts towards better¬ 
ment at the grassroots. There is 
seldom any agitation for that. Even 
(he communists have stayed away 
from the landless. 

But perhaps I am overcyntcal. 

Chandra Shekhar's padayatra must 
have had more impact than what 
meets the eye. And there must have 
been more gains, for others have 
bf i led to emulate him. Perhaps 
some of our pel i tici a ns m ay be see n 
using their legs for purposes other 
than crossing the floor. And it is to 
be noted that the crown prince, 
Rajiv Gandhi, also did a paaayatra 
of ions of sorts 
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S amant : Merror? 

T he cftver «rory, h Oar fa Samant 
i29 May>» 9ucc«4«rulW 
Kflulvsed tUv vnuitct behind rhv failure 
o( Lh« prulun0tfd texule ilnke in Bojh* 
bay. Led by ihe milaani Redder Datte 
Samant, ihe »tnke was marked by 
unprecedented violence. The demands 
made by the workers were vague ^nd 
their only aim was (u stall prrauctinn 
in the mi]j4 

Thruughuul the strike, Dr Samanr 
was busy protecting his image rather 
than Joiug something substantial for 
the poor workers. The strike has ren 
dcred thousands homeles^it is not 
uncommon to see textile workers hvg* 
King. 

Mukul Miinish. Bombay 

There is no denying the fact that J>r 
Samant's charisma no longer works. 
With the textile strike dying a natur^il 
death, Datta Semam should out hum¬ 
ble pic inslcadof indulging in violence. 
Brajesh Mtuhia. Rourkalit 

When millions of educated Indians can¬ 
not hope to earn more then K\ fiOU per 
month, the dcmund of the textile work¬ 
ers who were already drawing over Rv 
1,200 per month for an increase in their 
salary dues seem illogical. In the nume 
of trade union. Dr Samant has intr«»* 
duced indiscipline in industrial circles. 
His very name spells a terror vverv- 
where. Marxism has taken a grulesQut* 
form in the hands of this leader. 

/ Afarhew, Calcutta 

The cover story revealed the nature of 
onr culen. The govcrimjenl has clearly 
sided with the mill owners in the strike 
Dr Samant may have failed but he will 
go down in history uc the champion of 
(he working class. 

Tamoras Sarkar, ^a/paixun 

The prolonged peaceful textile mi ike 
in Bombay only proves the right lead- 
•rshtp which the workets gut from 
Datta Samant. 

M, /inwar A tad Ansan. Bhahuo 


T ooshar Pandit gave a clear picture 
of (ho ininceie modus operaneff of 
the stock market (Deals within a deal. 
22 May) The article was vrritteB with 
the commoo reader In mind. 

Sobrato Seogupta. Gingia Mi»aiD) 

Whatever be the inieniion of Swraj 
Paul, his ihreai to take over some 
Indian companies did make the indus* 
iriahsis think of the buherio fwgotien 
share hoUlers 

Ramunand Sharma. Bangalore 

It wa» pitiable ut learn that our indus- 
irialiMs had Miughi help from politi¬ 
cians to ovcrciMnv Swraj PauTs threat 
Instead ihey could have settled for a 
truce with Mr Haul himself. 

«k', Kamenan. ('oimbatore 

1he buying of shaies by Swrai Haul 
before the budget clearly indicates 
that he came to know of the cunces- 
sii»ns for non-rcMdents announced in 
the budget before hand The concerned 
toliticianx and officials must liv 
punished 

Tanx'ir Suhm. Aligarh 

The interview with Vinav Bharat Ram 
f^tifV trunsactwns are illegal') 
helped us to know a lot about DCM It 
ts a well managed firm and any attempt 
tu disrupt the present management 
should he ihwaned 
Af«i.vr>m Karga. Alitng (APf 


Not our fault_ 

O ur attenliun has been drawn to the 
Item SUDB's rompvter probfems. 
r/>cfht Diary^ 17 April . 19H) which 
givus an errunevus impression that the 
National DUry Development Board has 
considered its computer as a toy and is 
discarding it. 

The NDDB worked out detailed spe¬ 
cifications of i(« computation require¬ 
ments with the assistance of a profes¬ 
sional management consultancy firm. 
These requirements formed the basic 
specifications of our tender for the 
computer and (he final choice of the 
computer was made in consultation 
w’lih the deparimerit of electronics. 
L'nfortunatelv the computer delivered 
lo us does not meet the performance 
levels as laid out in the tendered 
Specifications and as per the contract 
with the computer supplier. The 
acceptance trials of (he computer were 
also dune in associalion with the de- 
pai linen t of electronic%and the compu* 
ter has not passed the acceptance (ests. 
The manufacturer of the computer has 
indicated their willingness to upgrade 
the computer system tu meet (he ori¬ 
ginal specifications. There is. thare- 
tore, nu question «>f NDDB making a 
wrong choice m buying the-compuceg 
Incidentally, the NDDB computer 
which IS being put to full use was 
procured under the UK-lndia capital 
invottmeiu grant and not British credit 
as rep<»ried. 

B. P Aneja. Secretary. National Dairy 
Devvhpment Board ^rtand 


Muslim Marxist 


A fter reading the extract from Teriq 
All's bookyZia, Islam and the Gan 
(22 May and 27 MayL one gets the 
impression that a Muslim Marxist (a 
hybrid phenomenon) is after the blood 
or a Muslim fanatic. It looks as though- 
Tariq Ali wanted to write a book called 
*Can Soviet Union survive till I9d4! 
Bhutto is shown in good light because 
he had talked of soctflism. But was not 
Bhutto a key actor in the Bengali 
massacre plan? He is the person who 
had declared a 1000 year war with 
India. President Zla is a dicrator hut 
rme cannot say that he isa tyram. He is 
the man who could spurn 400 milliuii 
dollar American aid calling it peanuts. 
But look at our Calcutta Marxists who 

« clutch at 140 million dollar 
Bank aid. Mr A!i. the pure red 
Marxist did not have any qualms in 
getiihs his book publishva by the cupi* 
tahst Penguin Books. Hypocrisy and 
^nicism are the *ngrvdienis uf which 
T'hird World progressives like Tariq Ali 
are made. 

K. Sasrita. Calcutta 

Tariq All is hardly a competent anilmr* 
ily to write on affans relaii^U to H.ikiv 
tan or lo this subcnncinunt. Huiimled 
our of his country, this r.ibid 'lelmi* 
refused to return lo his enuntrv and 
people. Mr All should lonceniriiie 
on rjual issues in Bntain, 

Dtfio Chatwriw. Burdwau 


Widespread casteiam 

T his is a rejoinder to the letter by H. 

D. Samson (Opinion^Z May) on the 
article How to Junes communahsm (3 
.April) Casteism is prevalent even 
among Syrian Christians of Kerala who 
claim that their Brahmin forefathers 
were cvnveried by St. Thamas, All the 
other sects among Christians maintain 
their identity and some even do not 
mix socially with other sects. In Kerala 
Harijans converted to Chrisiianiiy are 
not treated as equals. There are chur¬ 
ches where there arc sepuraiv enclo¬ 
sures and entrance fur pulaya Christ¬ 
ians and paraya Christians. Casieism 
exists in all religions. 

Dr S. Panmeswann. Bangntore 


CorrupUon in DoE 

C ongratulations to Shubhabrata 
Bhattacharya for unravelling the 
Mysteries of she Department of Efectm- 
mcsfl? April). If the points highlight¬ 
ed in the article are taken note of and 
appromiate action is taken, StiNhAV 
woula have rendered a singular service 
to the growtif'of electronics in India. 

We have ware heel with djsmuv and 
helplv>sness the inirigiies uiul cotinier 
intrigues, adhiwivm und arhitrurinoss 
practised by Ihe pcrmaitenr vfticiuls of 
the Ueparimerit of Klvctrcmics iDuKi 
which has dealt a ciushing blow loihe 
concept of svlf-rcliuncu I wish lo ixinii 
iiui iha.i v6u have cumpivtvlv 

lei off some of the key fjgiirvv 
Ck-V. her. Madras 

















Hindus, Muslims and Shahabuddin 


I tndoff^ the views nf Mr Rwnie&h 
tOi}inion,29 May) on the provoca¬ 
tive article bv Sved Shuhtfbuddin..jUr< 
(jdnd>ii iwo the Mu/tlim vote (20 
Muivhi. If Muslimv are convinced that 
they can no lon|$er ftct justice from a 
liberal democracy like India ihev are 
free in cross the froniiers to the 
dreamy-eyed dictufor's land. Can Sun* 
i>\\ prove thdi ii is not biased by 
publishing an article by the editor of 
Org/tnixer? 

Mm1huk,ir KhJire. Ajmer 

i would like to ask Mr ftamesh, 
whether Muslims also hat'e not shed 
blood for the couniry? Why should 
Muslims whu are also burn and bred 
herv l>e ill treated? Fanatirs like 
Rumush should nni he tolerated. 

M. 4hJu/ Ohiini. Tindivanom 

The hue und cry made by Syed Shaha* 
liuddut in different publicuiiuns can 
lead to disharmony among country¬ 
men In India hI] religions are equally 
hunourud and if one commumiy is 
lesser in number than ihv other, it is no 
faiili of the other. The lesser commun- 
try IS Ken nig iiroponionately the same 
share in every sphere of life. If prom¬ 
oters of ea^h religion are furbidoen iv 
speak for and against any religion Jt 
will go a lnn|i way in prumoiing Miter 
understanding among the different 
communities- 

A mar Sdth St-hueK Sew 2>eihi 

Thvie is no iliffercncc beiwren Shaha- 
huddin and the Muslim Leugue mem¬ 
bers uf the prepactUiun days. There 
are lew Muslims who arc as Imld as S 
All Kiua whu openly admitted that 
Islam has mstillcd in them hatred and 
anger and they ure victims of this 
hatred generated during the pre- 
partition days (Opjiijon, 24 MayX Mr 
.Shahabuddin must be convinced that 
Muslims who migrated to Pakistan are 
hotter off, because ho has stated that 
Indian Muslims are unly bonded 
labourers. U is a well-known fact that 
Gaiidhiji was murdered because he was 
instrumental in stopping the move' 
meni of Indian Muslims 10 Pakistan 
Prom the statements of Mr Shahabud* 
din It appears that Candhiii sacrificed 
his life in vain. We have, therefore, na 
option but to agree with Mr Ramesh 
that Mr Shahabuddin and his followers 
have no place in India. 

B. R. Nanda, Luckmm 

In your issue uf 29 May you published a 
provocative letter from Mr Ramesh of 
Bangalore making baseless and arisu^ 
stantiaied allegations against Indian 
Muslims in general and Mr Shahabud* 
din in particular Mr Ramesb must 
understand that speaking against Hin¬ 
dus la not the same as oeing anii* 
Indian, o.s the country belongs to all 
communities. Indian Muslims admire 
Pakistan because the faith unites them 
jusi as Hindus admire $ri l^ka, In¬ 
donesia led Malaysia. That dots not 
show lack of patriotism. Mr Shahabud¬ 
din speaks courageously and sincerely. 
Af.H. Jowhtr, Srinagar 


Communal-minded people like Raoicsh 
are the embers which cause communal 
flare-ups. All his statements reflect his 
own dirty mind and malicious attitude. 
India is a secular country and each 
religion should tolerate the other. Why 
did the Hindus cry htiarse when poor 
harijans convert^ to Islam^ Islam 
offers social equality Let Hindus first 
learn to accept at least ihcir own 
low-caste brethren as fhvir own. 
Nusreen Fixvi, Calcutta 

Ihe Hindu religion believes in oarva 
dharma same bhava whereas the bask 
principle of Islam is that whoever is 
kafir should be assassin at ud. Muslims 
fearlesly declare that Kashmir is part 
of Pakistan and such people should not 
he tolerated. 

X.shama iCeuf. finnagar 

Why is .SuNOAS juvine so much im- 

E ance to Mr i^haViddin^ Tlien 
ius have also every right to de¬ 
mand articles <il Balraj Madhok or 
Xaran Singh. Even when it comes to 
reporting about communal rioit SUN- 
PAY gives imponance to iho»« in 
which Muslims were killed. 
Aniruddha Cruba Ray. Catvuita 

The tone of lUmesh's letter proves, if 
at all proof was needed, that Mr Shaha- 
buddin's enniemion that Hindus mal¬ 
treat Muslims in India is irue. It is 
fanatics like Ramesh who divide 
humankind into bits and pieces. 

5ugara Paa^pra. Cakutra 

Mr Rufflesh is free to chide Sved Shaha- 
buddin. who IS not a spokesman of 
Muslims, though, ai limes, he projects 
their problems very well. But to sus 
peel the Mtrioiisin of Indian Muslims 
and level slanderous and baseless 
charges against them reveals hi> nar¬ 
row outlook and sheer bigotry. Indian 
Muslims have contributed wry much 
to the composite culture of India and 
they are a part and parcel of this land 

Serajudditt i’Yfosoph, Calmia 

I am appalled by Suniiav's communal 
lone, invariably supporting the Mus¬ 
lims. Perhaps you should acknowledge 
some facts almui Islamic history. No 
Islamic country has ever gvnerated 
wealth by iis own eflorts. or transfer¬ 
red power without ^luodshcd. In Isla¬ 
mic slates other religions are not toler¬ 
ated. 

V.V. Joshi, Sairobi 


New maths? 

A nita Pratap says that the expendi¬ 
ture of Ks 1.5 fukhs incurred every 
day for iransporruia three lakh gallons 
of water from Andhra Pradesh works 
out CO be Rs two per gall«»n M fvw 
dropt for a water itwec ctrv, 11 May). 
I would like to know the logic of this 
cakulauoA. These types of eTemencary 
mistakes are noc in keeping with the 
standard of Sunimv. 

M.S. Thatigareht. Ranchi 


lAF crashes 


I support Kuldip Nayar's bold sugge^ 
tion iharcauses of the alleged,sw^ 
in aircrashea in the lAF be 
an open enquiryTSuKOAV'B Mayt. fiTtbe 
Uf» all serious accidents of the arrh^ 
forces are publicly debated. For eUm- 
pJe. the complete proceedings ol iDe 
in\*esligation by NavyS Judge advoeSfO 
general in the crash of a U$ Marina 
Corps/EA-6B t4<rew electronic coutUt 
ter measure aircraft) on the flifd>t deck 
of aircraft-comer USS Nuniu on 26 
May 1911 causing the death of 14 
perstms was published in Aviation 
Hev'k d* Space Technology, 1.1 Saptam- 
her, 19B2 If the security of US armed 
tones IS not compromised by such omh 
debaie one fails to understand nOw 
Indian securi^ will suffer due to Simi¬ 
lar debate. In fact, ineptitude and 
niismaniigemenc with equipment lelec- 
iMin and training is hidden effectively 
undei the security umbrella. The lir 
safety slogan boldly declares that. “An 
jiiidcnt iioosnnr happens it is caused.'' 
tVe muM know who or what causes so 
many accidents. 

The abvence of facts merely helps 
%r»etula(iun. 

.'ta/o. tAJr 5uj4i>h Kumar Barn (Ratdi 

Cahutta _ 

_ Savethemonkeys_ 

C <>n|raiulations to Sunday, for the 
article on the brutal treatment of 
monkeys in the research laboratoriei 
uf USA The Janata govemmatii did 
well to ban the export of monkeys but 
stories of cruelties on monkeys, 
apparently sent from India have bean 
leaking regularly. In a recent communi¬ 
que the }iunt controller of exports 
slated that inunkevs above six pounds 
can be exported tor research. It will 
indeed be a sad day if the exports of 
munkevs are restarted. Surely we can 
earn furetgn exchange through some 
more humane way. 
f>r Biffw/fa Bharracha/ya, JWhow. MP. 


_Same stock_ 

K uldip Nayar had asked why "Indian 
society is mi barbaric after centur¬ 
ies ol civilisatiun” [Indians are not a 
c/vi/ifod pecfo/e. 24 April). It is basical¬ 
ly because Hindus and Muslims de¬ 
scend front the same stock. In fact, no 
society Indian. Islamic or Christian has 
been civilised in its entirety. These 
c> VI lisat ion s were su 5 to I ned by wh a t we 
may call the top crust and the masses 
generally remained inert. Occasionally 
(he masses were whipped up to a stare 
of freiiay. but soon reverted 10 their 
usual inert state. The poison was first 
spread among this peaceful society by 
Islamic invaoers. For ages forced con¬ 
versions went on and the Hindus 
looked on helplessly. The existing rigid 
caste system prevailed in the pro- 
Aryan civilisations top in one shape or 
another. A positive sign now is that 
harijans are slowly being accepted into 
the mainstream. 

M.B. Rao. Bombay 
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I first met G. D. Birle ia 197$ in 
Ixtndon. He’d just published a 
multi'Volume Mition of his cor* 
respondence with Gandhi and 
hit advisers thought the occa* 
skin demanded a little publicity. 1 
went along—so far a» I could gather, 
the only British journalist who 
thought it worthwhile to do so^o 
interview him in the hotel suite in 
Park Lane which, for 40 years, he 
had continued to occupy during his 
visits to Er^land. 

I had no idea what to ejnwet, had 
no idea of the kind of man C. D. BiHa 
was, outside the phrases which have 
since attended his obituaries: *‘In* 
dusiriulisi and phUanthrop)st...Early 
supporter of. the Congress 
movement.-.close friend ol the 
Mahatma." I found a tall, erect man 
in on expensive English suit, sur* 
rounded by the human trappings of a 
great patriarchy: servants, assis* 
tanti, relatives. We tuok tee and CD 
talked with great charm, frankness 
und inrelligence about himself, Gan* 
dhi and India—charm, frankness and 
intelligence being the Qualities I'll 
always remember him for, though no 
doubt plant managers of unprof It* 
able BirU plants saw a different tide. 

I remember asking him about the 
spread of his empire. CD began 
ticking off which industries were m 
wbich Indian states. Jute and cars in 
West Ben^l Textiles in Madhya 
Pradesh. Aluminium in UP. And so 
on. "Don’t Forget the tea estates in 
Assam," said a female relative, and 
CD nodded and (for once) looked 
bored. The truth. I discovered later, 
was that GD preferred tu talk about 
anything other than how he had 
amassed his money. The wider eco¬ 
nomic scene, world statesmen past 
and oresent, Hinduism, the meaning 
of life—he would be enthusiastic and 
articulate about all of these. But ooe 
learned rather quickly^ nut to ask 
questions about the inner financial 
w^orkings of the Birla family. It was 
like asking a happy English husband 
about his sex life. It may be a great 
source of pleasure, but it remains 
private. Questions are a gross incru* 
sion. 

Later that morning in 1978 a 
photographer and myself went with 
GD to the statue of Gandhi which sits 
in the middle of a square near Eus* 
ton Road. Ic was a cold day in lace 
November. The photographer asked 
Gl) to su beneath the statue on some 
/reesing granite, and then began to 
boss him about in the way chat 
photographers do. Look this way, 
look chat, now stand, now sit a&ain. 
The 84.year-old miUiemaire obliged 
and smiled—cickled, 1 suspect, that 
for once in his life he was being 
bossed rather than bossing. As we 
parted, he said: “Call on me when 
you next come to India. I can show 
you many wonderful things.** 

J came tu India the next month, but 
didn’t call on him. I thought the 
“wonderful things" invitation was 
onlv a Marwari form of politeness, in 
to 



IAN JACK profilM th^ genius hot 
knew Intimately, recalling 
cenvereations and ImprassiMs 
apraad ovar years 


















dM wiy th« ft conuMO t/mioo in* 
vlfftckm runi, '*Wft muM mftet fot 
lunch,** tneftnins ‘'Persooftlly, f 
couldn't cftfft less if 1 see ft^in 
or not." But to atrnbute this kind of 
fftJsity of language to G. D. BirU was 
a mistake. He u$m words with preci> 
sion and cetre. and he traced me— 

S uite how I never discovered—to the 
reat Eastern Hotel, Calcutta. 1 
came from a walk on the mmdan one 
day to discover the receptioriist in an 
unusual—and most welcome—state 
of animation. "Mr G. D. Birla has 
called you from Delhi.” I asked the 
Operator to connect me wi^ Delhi. 
Again, alacrity replaced listlessness 
(odd and sacf, 1 thought, how tha 
name of India's largest capitalist is 
Still the only way to shake up a hotel 
owned by Manosre—the noiel is 
under the management of the West 
Bengal government). The call came 


l.N. Biria holding the urnconrjMfeg G.A Biria'a a$h0$:'ir wilt never he ihe'seme 


nen about the quality of this partico* 
lar Birla product. 

There were some ludicrous mo* 
ments. At the Birla Institute at Tech* 
nology in Pilani, the vice*chancellop 
and his complete academic icaff had 
been assembled to meet me, There 
were garlands, many hands to be 
shaken. We went to laboratories, 
classrooms, the art gallery, the tem* 

K , Frequently, GD telephoned from 
Ihi for progress reports. How was 
his guest? Was he enj03nng himself? 
What were they showing him? At 
length I was driven to a large field. 1 
stepped from the car on to a red 
carpel, whereupon two small girls 
handed me bouquets and conducted 
me to a chair on a podium. Then the 
field, which was filled with 2,000 
schookhildren erupted intogymnas* 
tics, displays uf horse riding, hock ay. 
After an hour or so. a band iDpeared 
to play selections from the a<^nd ol 
Muv€ The entire assembly marched 
past the nudium, eyes swivelled 
right, hanas went up to foreheads. 
"Stand up and salute," whispered 
the vicO'Cnancellor. I did. 

"Look," I fell like sayina as I stood 
garlanded once again on rne steps of 
the Dakota, wavmg farewell to the 
small multitude which had gathered 
on the airstrip, "look, you are mak* 
ing the most terrible mistake. I am 
not Princess Margaret, simply a hum* 
ble journalist.” nut m fact neither 
personage—royally or journalist— 
would have been the correct defini* 
tion at that mument. 1 was simply 
being given the treatment accorded 
to any guest of Mr G. 0. Birla. 

H e was never less than Interesting 
and sometimes he could be fasci¬ 
nating; for he had, after all. been 
intimately connected with some of 
the momentous events of the 20th 
century. He spoke with the frank* 
ness of an old men who had nothing 
left to fear. He was not a great lover 
of the Nehru family, and any feelings 
of warmth which may have existed 
did not stretch beyond JawaharJal. I 
asked him once what he thought of 
Morarjrs son. Kanti Lai. 

"Stupid.” said GD. 

And Sanjay? 

"Wicked and stupid,” said CD. 

On another occasioo, he applied 
much the same language to the 
Prime Minister hers^. Hismiddle 
son. KK, was with us at rhe time and 
looked embarrassed. He took me 
aside later. "You know,” he told me, 
"my father didn't mean it.” 

But such absolute condemnation of 
other people was unusual in GD. He 
bad a remarkably wide range of 
friendships—mcfuding, at their 
oiwosiie poles, Candht and Chur* 
chill. This was possible, 1 think, be¬ 
cause, as a man who learned to count 
at rbe age of four but only learned to 
read when aged nine, he had what 
might be called an arithmetical 
apt^ach to people He would sub* 
tract whgt he didn't like—Gandhi's 
anti*todustria!ism, Churchill's econo* 
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whfaift sitAutes. G. D. Birla was on 
the Una. "Come, come, come,” he 
said Uke E. M. Forster's Professor 
Godbole. 1 went. 

Dudng the next few weeks I did 
indeed see many wonderful things 
Jute mills, car plants, temples, insii 
lutes of higher education—all of 
them bearing the trademark "Birla.” 
Also the mock antique, mock French 
interiors of many Marwari homes 
(Louis XV. thou knowest not what 
sins are committed in thy name); 
also the hot and sweet confections of 
many Marwari teas; also the over* 
whelminf nature of Marwari hospi* 
caliiy. CD summoned his private 
Dakota aircraft from Bangalm and 
plac^ me aboard. Two Ambassador 
cars took me to Rajasthan. The 
second car, it was explained, came 
along in case the first broke Mwn— 
which showed e touching nervous* 



The empire builder 


A younu m<ir\. b.\reh' in /ik teerts. 
H'd/ic.s with porpo^fnl str'nit's into 
iht Utt. Chd m 9 dhoti and a kurta. 
tjff enters rhehfr and is ^uiok/y 
<un nundt^ hvafew\t/ited hnftJisb- 

nion, who srarf at Ji/m hostifc/y. 
"Loo/e eit the- orrofiancr of this nj- 
rivt*. How Jury /i<* corny into a ti/r 
with as EnyJishmvn.'' they seem to 
he siiyinfi. Upstairs, sfep/ime out of 
(he Jift, the youna mun in h /trm 
tone vavv ftiat he wnots to meet one 
of tiif fun/or British execattves of 
the firm “ U'n/t," he »«tofd tvliJc he 
is shown the /fenrh meanr for peons 
to sit on. He does not and in a short 
whde he h inforweii that the Brit' 
i.sh cxycut/ve would nor like to 
mi-et him and it would he iK'/ter if 
hf* did not lemuin in the office, 
hnuu'iini^ wuh rAge and homdiA- 
tion. thi* younp mar} down 

the stairs and ouf of the office. He 
pledyex to himself that he will nev¬ 
er suffer tne indiciiity of heinft 
/Htmi/iarrcf hv hneltshmen again. 

T har w;i« at tht* turn of the cen* 
turv iijul tilt* yr>un)< man was 
(•harislivumdai Birla. And tha in* 
diciiity Mjffer^d Ins re 

suive: Jt would b« hi^ earneit en* 
dt'avour to break the moiiupoly of 
the Fiiftli^h. When he haa been 
driven <iu( uf the British business 
hmise, he hud been a juic and 
sunny bruker hut he would forsei 
all that now. lie would fight the 
Tnalish on their own grounds 
Ohaiishyamdos would go into in¬ 
dustry 

But it needed courage uf von vie* 
lion lo break the monupuly of the 
tdnslish. While finance wascunirol- 
led bv the Imperial Bank and its 
Knaiish officers, jute was trans¬ 
ported un bi»ats owned by tnaiish 
men. Trading in .iute was done on 
the Baltic Fschonge in lam don. 
again by Englishmen. Could C D, 
Bti la go into other industries? He 
started scouting around and de¬ 
cided to go into cotton. Again he 
faced Englishmen, for cotton cloth 
was imps'rted by the British from 
Manchester in England. Cua), the 
source of ali energy too was held by 
Englishmen. 

But CD. as he wav known among 
friends, was firm m his resolve. 
Start Q business he would and he 
did. A small cotton mill, nearly out 

of production, wa^ bouj^t near Dc* 

Ihi. O.D. Bitla would cram himself 
in the management of an industry. 
W'iihin u year he was ready: an 
achievement for ii man whose for¬ 
mal education had nut gone beyond 
memoriving a few pages of the First 
Book uf Reading. At 24, C. D. Birla 
took iwr> projects in hand: a jute 
and a cotton mill, This time the 


industries would he totally Indian* 
owned. Shares were floated by C*. 
I>. BirJa and they were oversidv 
scribed. The Englishmen were not 
to be outdone. Transport charges 
fiH* liite were specially Inked for the 
Rirlav. and the Imperial Bunk was 
asked not to provide rhe working 
capital. The problem was stdved 
when a kind English businessman 
intervc'Mcd to get.them the loan 
from a British bioker bui at a very 
high rate of inteiwt. 

Then siaried the search for a 
place to set up the |utc* mill. A 
British firm obviously dealing in 
the same businevs. fearing the loss 
of monopoly, starred buving small 
plots of land m the aiea in an effort 
to thwart the Birlas. Imagine ihuir 
surprise when they discovered that 
(«D had not only bought land, away 
from where the Englishmen were 
huytng land, but had alsf> started 



G.D. Birla: from stride to stride 

building the factory on it. At the 
end of it all C. D. Birla wanted to 
become a member uf (he Associa¬ 
tion of Jute Millowners, a wholly 
British organisation. Despite his 
best effom (•. D. Birla was unable 
to be a part of the association. 

Shurtly after that came the cot¬ 
ton mill. When G. D. Blrla's own 
brother Jugalkishi»re Birla. started 
to import cloth from Japan, the 
British hit hack. They would have 
nothing of it and India would have 
to buy cloth from Britain. Once G. 
D. BirU settled down, he thought of 
diversifying into fields of busine:^ 
which the British monopolised: 
paper, shipping, tea. staple fibre 
and aluminium. For this ne asked 
his bruthers tn join him. Thus was 
formed Birla Brothers in 1919. And 
throughout (he thought uppermoat 
in his mind was; the country had to 


l>e mode vHf*surticic*iii. wdiuii'vc'r 
ihc costs. And in his endeuvours (he 
Blrlu famhv came in clusi' coni»ict 
with the nationalist le.idcis "I that 
lime. The JsscKiatiuii with M.tiui. 
ma tiundhi siarted uhen he cunie 
luck fi(»m South Africa uiul lusted 
till (ho dav he wus assavsiiiuied in 
Biila House iii Delhi. And it. I), 
Birlii hecamc Jhe chief source of 
funds for Muhdcm>i (•aiidhi .md the 
Congress Hatty, even (h<mgh he 
always did nut ugicv with Gundhi* 
irs political programmes. So great 
was the trust (>nndhiji hud in (•. 1>. 
Birla that he once wrote: "God has 
given me mcriiots, and yovi aie one 
of them." 

With mdcpondeiue cuine new 
ideas. 0. D. Bn la decided ihut timli* 
iiooal industries would not be al>lc 
io luKisi the Indian econumv. The 
only w*uy nut; hiunch out to some¬ 
thing new. Ilenrv Eord had cieated 
a siujm in Aineiicd and Vauupe 
with his car. In tiidiu it was teit to 
the house of Bitius. uiufei the able 
guidance nf GO. to make curs und 
the common man's loim of tiaris- 
pori: cycles, British lurlinUMl kno. 
whnw wus sicguiicd. eniiei iineiuud 
wiili and put to use and the Ama 
bassdor cars were Ik on 

Another pioneei ing venture 
made by til) was m the field of 
paper. India had been huying paper 
imm Sweden. Bui It was discovered 
(hat good paper could be made 
from bumboLK with indegennus 
knowhow. SiKin theie wvre other 
industries like cement, sugar, in¬ 
dustrial machiiiurv and textiles: ail 
needed to make India self- 
sufficient. GD believed that an 
"economic climate that feeds on 
Itself and ii is not dependeoi on 
external stimuli'* was needed for 
the country and he worked hard for 
that. 

With industry came his desire to 
uplift rhe iH'oplc of the country 
through education. Thus wn$ 
formed the Birla education trust 
which today educates nearly ^U.0l)0 
children in the country. CD put5 hi;i 
ideas about his family's ideals m his 
book. India hvgressing: "It has 
been (he policy of the house uf the 
Birlas not to build up business just 
to accumulate capital but to de¬ 
velop unexplored lines, harness the 
undeveloped resources of the coun¬ 
try. proraot* knowhow, croate skil¬ 
led Idbo^r and manaecrnil talent, 
spread education ana add to the 
efforts of the leaders of (he country 
who. throughout., have been strug* 
gling to build a new, independent 
India, free from wont, the curse of 
unemployment, ignorance and die> 
eise.*^ 

Tlrthankar Ghosh 
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C.0. Birt$ (in spQctKtes) Mfiih hi» broth*n Jug»ikish<frt. HMine»hwMr^$s $nd Bfijmoh9n: outstanding among the brttthars 


true im»>enaii:<m and jgnoi 

»ni:a uf fndia—tht^n coum up (h« 
qunliti^^ h« admired ur Found uaefuF. 
He v>o« a very prugmetic man, but 
unlike many nrher praitmatic men 
hix prapiuiUm overlnid a moral 
ba^e—h)S iiaimian Dharma. the eter< 
nal religion of duty. 

His pr.igman^m and morality oFcen 
come into conflkt and left unre 
solved Cimtrodictions. It was odd. for 
exampir, to hear him say: "My 
grandsons disagree with me. but I 
thmkeasttf is wnut holds this country 
together. Abolish taste and India is 
in trouble." Could this be the same 
man who so staunchly stipported 
Gandhi's harijan campaign? 

More recently, watching Attenbor* 
oueh's Film on Gandhi, I couldn't 
help thinking uf CD during the 
scenes which showed piles oF im« 
ported cloth being set ablase. I won¬ 
der {] thought, perhaps uncharii* 
ably) how many new lines of looms 
Mr Birla put itito production as a 
result? 

1 often wondered what, if any¬ 
thing. OD wanted from me "If a 
BirJagives something.'* said the com* 
mon wisdom of my friends, ‘then he 
will want something in return.** 
Some suggested he was looking for a 
biographer. 1 asked GD about this. 
"Cenamly," he said, “no Indian can 
write my biography because biogra¬ 
phy isn't an Indian skill.“ Hamog^* 
phy was the Indian line, he said. But 
no. he didn'i want a British biog¬ 
rapher either. 1 ehmk all he may 
have wanted was to explain a little oc 
himself and Indlg to me. has . 

In the event, and in hla own case, 
his view of Indian biography was 
proved right. Easily the best obitu¬ 
ary of him—Raving all Indian neww 


papers, including his own Htndustjn 
Times, far behind—appeared m the 
London fimej. Thar would l.avc 
pleased him as a venerable 
Anglophile; an Anglophilia which 
overcame (here again the anthmeiU 
al process) his early binernes^ over 
the “racial arroganve" uf the British 
that had propelled him to ward v the 
Congress Party. He admired Mrs 
Thatcher and he admired what he 
saw as the honesty uf British busi- 


C.£>. Bifta. a pragmanst alt Aas Me 



nvas methods, even though in the 
latter ho was beginning to grow 
disappointed, 

"Yuu know/' he said the lati time I 
suw him in London. “I l>oiight a 
Faciorv from a man tn Birmingham 
recently. He wanted half the money 
over rhe table and the resi deposited 
quietly in a Swiss bank." GD seemed 
shocked. 

What did he believe in? Dharrna. 
of course, and good work and loyal¬ 
ty. Init also in protuabillty and. to an 
almiist religious extent, rhe redeem* 
ingpiiwei of capitalism. Unless Indi* 
an capitalism succeeded, he told 
ChurcAill, then nothing could stem 
the tide of communism. Thus he left 
fiictorioN atirf temples, mills and 
schools jn almost equal measure. 1 
asked him once about his rival; J. K. 
D. Tata, "Hu has lots of rupees," said 
GD **but I wond^t. is lie happy?" 

Not the least nf his bequests U his 
iliuminotirig correspondence with 
Gandhi, which shows how the inde¬ 
pendence muvefnent was rather 
more than a matter of lying down in 
front of railway tiamv All political 
movements need money, and GD 
supplied it generously, even if his 
foresight included a large measure 
of «e!f.interest. And if one sentence 
could sum up the complicated nature 
of his friend. Gandhi, then that sent¬ 
ence comes in a letter from GD in 
f.ondon to the Mahaima*s secretarv, 
Mahadev Desai. It is this: “I will 
bring the books oji bee keeping and 
cabinet government." 

All in all. G. D. Birla has not gwen 
Indian capitalism a bad n,ime-'<uii> 
like (and I write this lavi >enteitcc 
after a visit to the shameless black* 
money opulence of a Delhi hotel) 
many of those who came after him. 

1k 







What happens to the Empire? 

And where does the Birla empire ^ from here? The unifying symbol, 
Ghanshyam Das Birla, is gone. Will the sons now head in different and 
contradictory directions? TOOSHAR PANDIT investigates. 


I t wav while the family was 
celebr<i(iti^ his 89th birthday 
oil 21 April, the day coinciding 
with that 

1j dlopped the hint: one of the 

S >ritt po^es^ions of hi« empire, the 
iyaj<'erao Cotton MilU, should |to to 
uiie of his grandsons, Sudarshun 
Kumar. And only a day before 
C.D.Birla died m London on II .Tune, 
Sudfirshan Kumar accompanied by 
one of C.fi.Riiia's trusted aides. 
D.P.Mnndeha, left Delhi for Biilana* 

e ai infrwaUnr. where the company is 
ased. to assume chat lie at a formal 
ceremony. The hulanie sheet of the 
MilU fur 19R1-82, the last available, 
howevei shuw<« one of C.D Birin’s 
nephewsMadhn Prasad, as the choir 
man of the iHiord of diiector^^ of the 
company. Normally, he should have 
been presumed to be in control of 
the company Rut then, the BirJas 
cannot judged by cunvetitionaJ 
yardsticks. 

Tile joint faimlv system siUI sur 
vives among the Birlas but certainly 
not in its purest form; a lot of 
improvisations have been rarricd 
out to bring the system in step with 
changing times and changing needs. 
As the number of Birla enterprises 
mufti pi led. the members of the famU 
Jv chose to divide among themsejvc*s 
(he mdoagerial responsibilities. 
Each member gnt some of the family 
units tu which he invariably added 
snmc moie through his enicrp^ice 
Who among the family members will 
manage which nf the family units is 
decided through a complicated sys* 
irm of internal an aiigemeitts uf 
which very tew inirsiders can claim 
to have unv knowledge And under 
these arrangements the person who 
controls a Birla unit may not be the 
one whose name appears on the 
IxKiks as ihe chaiiman, Th4> concept, 
perfected by G D. Birlo for managing 
the massive Birla empire 11961 

assets, tts 2161 croros; turnover! Rs 
1692 crores; and profits after lay: Rs 
*110 cruJCsi IS known in business 
cirrU'S as the concept oJ the "line oi 
uctuai control" in which the Birla 
who actually controls a unit Is the 
person whtr niatieis the most. And 
C.D. Birla always had the final say m 
the choice of iht person who would 
control one or the other unit. 

Nor in business alone, m the pri¬ 
vate lives of the BirUs also. G O, 
Birla loomed like a colossus with his 
penchant for discipline and auecer* 
iiy. A Birla is supMsed to switch off 
the liglui when he goes out of bis 
room. He has to get up at five in the 
2d 


morning, be back at hb home by 7.30 are ekpected to follow a similar 

pm and gu tu bed by 9.30 pm. Ha has lifestyle—be in their homes bv 9.30 

10 take his wife with him when ha pm and to ba (aetotallers. It has 

goes tu a club or a movie. All (he always been like this; G.D. Birla 

members uf the Birla family must made the rules and the others 

liHve dinner logaihar at least once a ot^ed. 

week. They must not drink nor can The first thing that D.P. Mandelia 
they indulge m wasteful expeadi- did after returning lo Delhi from 

cure. Even senior Birla executives Gwalior was to ring up G.D Birla at 



{/ fo r) Itt row; SArvnanm and Baldeodai; 2jid row; JugalkiVhora. 
Kameshwardas, ChaAsbyaffidas, and Brifaiohan; Srd row: Gutgapra 
sad and itfadAoprtstd; 4th row: iAkahminfwas. KrUhnaktmar ana 
BasanrAvmar; 5cd row; Sudarthaa, Adilya. C.fC. and Sidhartha. 







lift Pirtc TM*m vpAiiinem ta Loo* 
don, OB the looniing of Saturday 11 

i une, to inform him that hii wish had 
oen carriod out Bod Sudarshaa 
Kiunor had takan charae of the Jlya* 
Jearao BiCiUi. G.D. Bira could not 

C rsonaUy come to answer the call 
cause he was critically ill. The 
lAfonnaiion was immediately passed 
on to the important members of the 
Birla family. Sudarshtn Kumar re< 
leyed the message over telephone to 
G.D. BJrla*t eldest son Lakshminiwas 
at his Calcutta rasidence. Lakshmini* 
was untnediateJy asked his grandson 
Sidhartha Kumar to put a call 
through to his cousin Ganga Prasad 
who also happened to be in London. 
Ganga Prasad could not be con* 
tactM. Sidhartha Kumar then tried 


one oi bis wife's relatires in Loadra. 
?nm him he came to know that die 
grand old man of Indian industry had 
oy now passed away. Hie king was 
dead. 

Immediately Lekshminiwas and 
Sidhartha left for the eiiport to catch 
the to Delhi. They took the 
same night, a practice never lol* 
lowed by the Birlas. What is more, 
they bought their tickets from the 
airlines counter in person: again, an 
ecuemely rare Birla act. By ihe lime 
the two reached Delhi, radio and TV 
had announced C D. Bi/la's death 
and the family members already 

S thered there were in deep grief. 

fly reports suggested that while 
he was on his usual morning stroll 
(hg used 10 walk a distance of about 
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five ka every ttornhu) G.D. %Mh, ' 
had suddenly coUapsedT His nephew 
Ganga Prasad, who was with him, 
stopped a taxi and todk G.D. Birla to * 
a nearby hospital. There the doctors 
pronounced him dead. 

The details trickled in much later. 
As G.D. Birla was naaring the end of 
his walk he complained of breathing 
difficulties to an aide, a senior ex* 
ecu rive of the Birla group's My sort 
Cements Ltd., who was with him. The 
officer Immediately hailed a taxi and 
look G.D. Birla ro Park Towers. As he 
seemed to be in la^at pain, the 
officer, having placed G.D. Birla on a 
sofa in the ground floor of the build* 
ing rang up Ganga Prasad at Dorcha* 
ter Hotel, situated within a stooe's 
throw from Park Towers. Soon Gan* 
ga Prasad errived with his wife, 
called an ambulance and took G.D, 
Birla to a hospital. G.D. Birla died on 
the way. The doctors tried their best 
tu revive him but failed. That was 
how (he end came 

A Her prolonged consultations 
among rhemseivvs, the members 
uF the Bins family decided that two 
rif G D. Birla*s three Tions^KrlKhna 
Kumar and Basant Kumar—would go 
to London with other family mem* 
bets to attend their father's funeral. 

C D. Birla was being cremated in 
London because he wanted io be 
cremated in the city where he died. 
The eldest son. Lakshtniniwas, 
however, was advised to slay back To 
discharge traditiunal obligations at 
home It is customary in the Marwari 
community for a senior meml>er of 
the bereaved family to l>e available 
to people calling on him to share the 
family's grief for three days after the 
funeral. So hiving seen off his 
brothers and other Family members 
who left Delhi in botches on 12 and 
13 June. Lakshminiwas returned to 
Calcutta on lA June morning. Among 
the Immediate family members of 
C.D. Birla only two others did not 
attend tbe funeral. One is his sister, 
Mrs ChandruksU Daga. because of' 
ill health; and the other is his 
nephew, Ganga Prasad's son Chan* 
drakant, who was asked to keep 
Lakshminiwas company. 

With so much money concentrated 
in so few hands there is bound to be 
some undercurrents of stress and 
tension running through the family. 
Indeed. G.D. Birla himself encour* 
aged internal competition among the 
family members. As a result, in sub* 
jective terms, the prosperity of diffe* 
rent branches of tne fomily has been 
uneven (see box). For example, the 
cream of the Birla empire is in (he 
hands of G.D. Birla's immediate 
family: C.D. Birla's sons and grand* 
sons control most of the top 25 Birla 
units. Of the three giants that G.D. 
Birla kept to himself, one—the My* 
sore Cemenrs Ltd.^is likely to go lo 
his grandson Sudarshtn Kumar, and 
two others—Hindusthan Aluminium 
Corporation Ltd., and Gwalior Rayon 
•Silk Mfg. di Wvg. Ltd.-to another 

21 ’ 




S andson. Aditya Birla. Obvioddy. 

t family of G.D. BirU has been 
more enterprising than the famUiea 
of hl$ other brothers. Again, of the 
families of his three sons, the family 
of his young^est son Basaot Kumar 
appears to be doing better than the 
others. G.D. Birla was particularly 
fond of his youngest son because he 
had lost his mother while srilJ a 
child. Subseouenily, the old man got 
very attached to Basant Kumar's son 
Aduya. So much so that while in 
Calcutta G.D. BlrJa used to stay nosi- 
Jy with Basant Kumar and while In 
Bombay with Aditya. C.D. Birla't 
blessing! certainly helped the family 
ul hiS youngest son. His eldest son 
Lakshminiwas manages the bulk of 
the family's trusts. The second son 
Krishna >fumar got least of the fami* 
ly business but made most out of it 


by sheer eAierprlaa. Moff of the 
units he runs now have either 
acquired or buUt up by his personal 
enierprise. Such uneven control over 
the family wealth, however, car^ al* 
ways be a source of tension in a joint 
family where all members art sup* 
poseJ to be e^uel. 

In the pest, too, such leoaioos 
surfaced. For taample, G.D. Birla 
wanted the family co stick lo tradl* 
tional industries like jute and tea* 
tile. And initially, be did not approve 
of his younger brother BrijQohan. 

( loing for non-traditiooal industries 
ike eutomobilee, peper, and an- 

( ;ioeering. Later, ol course, G.D. Bir* 
a bims^ went for neO'traditloDal 
industries like cement and ajumi* 
nium, but that was much later. And 
only alter the death of (heir elder 
brother. Rameswardas. in 197B did 


iHe and Br^wditn cai» w 
terms and again became very close 
to 99cb ot l w Another member of 
the family who continues to cause 
ripples is Ashok Vikram whose 
father Gajeoan was disowned by the 
family la the late t940t after he ran 
into trouble over a love affair, re* 
ponedly vrith the wife of one of the 
officers of Birla group's Texmaco, 
which he was then managin|. Ga* 
janan's brother Madho Prasad, who 
does not have any children, Im- 
medietely took Ashw Vikram under 
hit whig and later Brijmohan also 
promoted him as hU protege. 
Although quite a few companies 
have been placed under him, Ashok 
Vikram thiws that he has not got a 
fair deal and continues to press for a 
larger share in the family assets,- 
especially a major say in the running 


The Birla empire: Whose is what 


The following is a list of top 23 units of the Birla empire 
showing (heir worth and who runs them. In terms of 
assets tney account for more than Rs 1400 crores. It will 
also be seen that 16 of these companies (combined 
assets: Rs 930 crores; combined turnover: Rs 1300 
crores) are managed by C. D. Birla's direct descendants. 
Among them B. K. Birla and his son Aditya together 
control the prime uniu. According (o a reMrt of the 
industrial licensing committee, the Birlas have direct 
control over some 200 industrial units and indirect 
control over another 70. Barring iron and steel, the BirU 
empire embraces almost all the major sectors of indus¬ 
try. Besides, the group also manages a number of 


educational and charitable trusts, some 40 temples and 
dharaasefas, a number of educational instiluiions, rwo 
hospital^ a nursiDg home and a planetorium. The 
group's investmeni in real estate is also substantial. 
According to a iiatement made by (3hulam Nabi Asad, 
deputy minister for law, juicica and company affairs, io 
Rajya Sabha on 14 March 1983, the Birlas had assets 
wwth Ra 21$1.SS crores in 1981. Their turnover for that 
year was Rs 1691.69 crores and it fetched a mofit of Rs 
110.42 crores after paying taxes. In terms of prosperity 
the Birlas are ranked number two in the country, after 
the Tatas (198 las sets: Rs 2389.77 crores; turnover: Rs 
1840.16 crores; and profits after tax: Rs 1S4 crores). 
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Hindusthan Aluminium Corpn. 

I9S8 

Metal 

GO.BIRLA' 

202 

117 

04 

1961 

2 

Mysore Cements 

1958 

Cement 

GD.BIRIA' 

69 

22 

03 

1982 

3 

2usri Agru Chemicils 

1967 

CSwfflicala 

KK.BIRLA 

72 

128 

10 

1982 

4 

Texmaco 

1939 

Cng. 

R.K.81RLA 

33 

68 

02 

1981 

5 

indie Steamship 

1928 

Shipping 

K.KBIRLA 

109 

S3 

-07 

1963 

A 

Petnakar Shipping 

I960 

Shipping 

K.K.BIRLA 

63 

19 

07 

1963 

7 

Sutlej Cut ton Milts 

1934 

Ttxtilet 

K.K.B1RLA 

24 

36 

01 

1962 

g 

Birla Cotton Spg. A Wvg. Mills 

1920 

Textiles 

K.KBIRLA 

17 

39 

-0.7 

1961 

9 

Century Spinning & Mfg 

1897 

Teitiiee 

B.K BIRLA 

tsi 

206 

13 

1982 

to 

iCesoram Ind. A Cotton Mills 

1919 

Textilea 

BKBIRLA 

41 

1)2 

06 

1982 

21 

Jayshree Tee A tnd. 

194S 

Tea 

BKBIRLA 

54 

S3 

o.s 

1982 

12 

Bharat Commerce A industries 

1945 

TextUea 

BR.BIRLA^ 

32 

74 

01 

1981 

1.1 

Gwalior Rayon Silk Mfg. A Wvg. 

2947 

TextUee 

ADITYA BIRLA 

22 

326 

07 

1982 

)4 

Sree Digvijay Woolen Mllb 

1948 

Wool 

S.KBIRLA 

n 

15 

02 

1982 

IS 

OCM 

1972 

Wool 

S.KBIRLA 

17 

19 

0.7 

1982 

16 

Universal Electric 

1961 

Elec. 

S.KBIRLA 

13 

16 

0.3 

1981 

17 

Jiya^crao Cotton Mills 

1931 

Textitet 

HP.BIRLA* 

$4 

109 

0.8 

1982 

18 

Birla Jute Mfg. Co 

1930 

Jule^Met 

HP.BIRLA 

93 

96 

02 

1982 

19 

Bihar Alloy Steels 

1965 

Metal 

MP.BIRLA 

47 

48 

-03 

1982 

20 

Hindustan Motors 

1942 

Auto 

G.P-BIBLA* 

147 

304 

09 

1982 

21 

Orient Paper and Industries 

1936 

paper 

OR.BIRLA 

S4 

60 

0.6 

1982 

22 

Hyderabad Asbestos Cement 

1946 

Cemtm 

C K BIRIA 

40 

72 

04 

1981 

23 

National Eng. Industries 

1946 

Rollers 

CK 81RLA 

37 

S8 

03 

1983 


'Ukeh to go to Adilya BiHa 

^Ukfiy to ^ lo S.K. Birla 

‘May be ^tnrd under Ashok Vikram Birta 

"H.k. Birio in e/hettve itmtfc/ 

'C.K Oirta m e)feeiive eonirol 

Sourca: Bombay Stock &tchtfiQ$Oncmf0ifBCt0fy. 1BB9: Bu$rmt Swwd, CaipuBa.’ andgie bUnce aheeia. The 

Apores given m me chert ere not prodoo and Aave Boon founOod tgi to rmfom oppwimotion. 
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of m fktfEQr'f mooeyariDfier, di« 
Cenniry SpUiniBg and Mig. Co Ltd., 
now baing managed by Ba$am 
Xiuntr. 

However, one should not read too 
much into these differences. The 
wonder is that the BirUs have sur* 
vived and prospered egaintc all the 
different prills end pressures (hey 
have faced in the five generations 
between Shivnarain, the acknow¬ 
ledged founder of the empire and 
Aihok VUcram, spanning over a cen 
lury. There are, of course, people 
who tend to exaggerate the differ¬ 
ences TO belittle the Birla family. 
Foremost among them are some 
jealous industrialists who feel that 
one way of improving their own 
image is lo smear the image of the 
fantastical^ successful business 
groups in India. Than thore is a 
section of the group's own executives 
who believe that by playing one Birla 
against another they could acquire 
more importance Some confUcis in 
the family are, of course, due to the 
inevitable clash of ideas between 
one generation and the next. 

W ith G.D. Birla's dearh, the Birlas 
will certamly be not the seme. 
He, like a massive banyan tree, not 
only sent down new roots as he 
advanced in age but also moeected 
the family since he Uunched Birla 
Brothers at the age of 24. What is 
more imponant, his towering perso¬ 
nality kept the family together and 
since he was the only court of appeal 
for (he family, he could easily son 
out even the most difficult family 
hassles. His death has certainly era* 
ated a void which cannot be filled by 
any of the surviving Birlas. Accord* 
ing to the Birla erudition, G.D. Birin's 
mantle, or course, has falJeo, as it 
must, on the eldest of the surviving 
Birlas, Lakshminiwas. He will cer¬ 
tainly try to Live up to what is 
expected of him and play the role of 
(he prime moderator within the 
family. But he is no G.D. Birla and 
can never become one. Lekshmini- 
was' role will be largely ceremonial 
and without doubt otner members of 
the family wUJ henceforth have a 
larger say in family affairs. Whether 
that will generate new conflicts or 
tensions mthin the family remains to 
be seen but it can be said for certain 
that G.D. BirU’s death is neither 

I ;oing Co Iweak up the empire nor 
ead to a battle for succession among 
the family members. 

One reason is that G.D. Birla, a 
methodical person aa be was, had 
been taking insurance againae any 
such pcMlbiJity for a long time and 
by the lime he died be had seen to it 
that the Birlas did not have any 
reason to fij^t over their assets after 
his death. Tnia he ensured by distri* 
'budng control of the Birla uniu 
amoM the family members along 
clearly defined Linea Even on a 
theoretical leval. it is not possible to 
ImaglM that the BlrUs would fight 
among themselves over the family's 


The last goodbye 


I it was a quiet and simple cere¬ 
mony at the Golders Green elec¬ 
tric crematorium in London. 
Amidst a vast gathering of close 
friends, members of his family, at 
4.4S pm on 13 June, Ghanshyamdas 
Bulans last riles were completed. 
Mr Birla's wish was that he be 
cremated wherever he died. His 
philosophy, according to Mr 
Mathur kriihnamurtby, me priest 
from the Bhartlya Vidya Bhavan, 
who conducted the last rites, was 
that he was a criicea of the world. 

The end had been sudden. And es 
the news spread, members of the 
Birla family flew to London for the 
final ceremony. On 13 June the 
funeral procession thread^ its way 
in a convoy of cars from the Freston 
Road Mortuary to the picturesque 
crematorium at Golders Green 
Soon cars lined the evenue at Hoop 
Lane where the crematontun is lo¬ 
cated. About 300 people came to 
pay their bst respects to the SO* 
year-old parriarcli of the Birla in¬ 
dustrial empire 

In a fawn coloured coffin, Mr 
Btfla's body wes carried to the west 
chaoel of the crematorium The 
cofun was then placed on a raised 


(able and the mourners placed 
wreaths and flowers of all hues and 
colours on the coffin. Chi the data 
inside the chapel, priesit chanted 
mtuitras es they conducted the finel 
Hindu rituals. Kirtiona of the Birag* 
vad Cira. which Mr G. D. Birle usm 
(0 particularly revere, were read 
out. as also the eighteenth chapter 
of the book. Mourners continued to 
throng the chapel ai the bhajan 
"Kagntiparl Raghava Raja Ram'' 
was sung: it was the same bhajan 
which Mahatma CandhL who was 
greatly admired by Mr d. D. Btrla, 
nad popularised at tho prayer meet¬ 
ings ne used to hold in BlrJa House 
in New Delhi. 

A few minutes of silence foUowed 
the bhajan, after which members of 
the Birla family offered quiet 
prayers. Some erf his close family 
members broke down as they 
placed flowers on the coffin. By 
4.30 pm the service was over und to 
(he repeated singing of the prayer, 
''Sri uishne Govinda Hare Mura 
Hare ." Mr Birla's body was carried 
by some close male members of his 
family to be cremated. Then, within 
four minutes it was all over. 
S««tha Unninayar in London 


wealth for the simple reason that 
they have too much to be shared 
amf»Rg too few. Imagine, 12 persons 
sharing an asset of Rs 2161 crores— 
an asset that grew from a capital of 
around Rs 30 crores. None of them 
can possibly use up even a fraction of 
the money that th^ get even if they 
lived for generations. In fact, the 
problem of the Birlas has never been 
the money, but men. They have 
perennially been so short of the 
manpower needed to manage the 
empire that moat of the Birlas had to 
interrupt their education early to 
cake charge of units of the family 
business. Five generations of the 
Birlas could, therefore, produce only 
two graduates, an MBA from Switter* 
lard, and an MIT paduate in en- 

S neering. Among tu elder Birlas, 
adhoprasad has no children; Can* 
gaprasad has just one; Lakshmini- 
was, one son; and Krishnakumar, no 
sons. Id the next generation there 
are only three persons who could 
have any claim to the Birla fortune. 
NoriDaily, a battle of suecMsioo is 
trigged off when there are too 
many people daiming too little 
wealth. 

11 fhe Birlas fight ar all among 
themselves it will be tor idUuence. 
Here again, apart from G.D. Birla's 
second son Kiiahaa Kumar, none of 
the oth^ Birlas U known to have any 
apparent inttresi in politics. In their 
quies way, all the surviving Birlas 
might try to improve upon their 


.J 


areas of influence or their respective 
images in business circles and the 

E 'Ubuc, but this will be more like a 
nendly match than real compeii* 
tion. It is the cold logic of mgh 
finance, rather than an^hing else, 
that should keep the Birlas together. 
The Birlas control a massive empire 
through an intricate pattern of inter* 
corporate investment even though 
the family's shareholding in the com* 
anies they control ad^ up to only 
lb per cent of the total assets and 
about 1.8 per cent of the total paid 
up capital of those companies. In 
terms of absolute amount io a capital 
of Rs 169.66 crores, the Birlas* con* 
tributloa is only about Rs 3 crores. 
As It is, the Birlas have been 
on thin ice and rbeir success story is 
largely the story of their managerial 

E enius. Above all, the Birlas are the 
irias because the family is united. 
That is the source of the empire's 
growth and strength. If some among 
them have prospered more by prom¬ 
oting new uni cs, they could 

do so becauso rhe entire family was 

with him and because he could cash 
in on the family's doui and gMdwill. 
If any one of them wants to withdraw 
his share from the pool, he is not 
likely IO survive long. Gajaoan Is an 
example. He carried the surname 
Birla. but because the Birlas had 
dieowned bin. he was not much of a 
success: he ended up with only a 
playing card unit and some other 
stray businesses. 
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G.D. Birla and the Congress 

GfRISH MATH UR traces the role played by thepotriorch of the Birlo empire 
In shaping the policies of the Congress In pre-Independence India. 


G hanshyamdaf^ Birta has 
been Je<crrb«(l as the 
doyen cif Indian indMSirul* 
ists« a titan among them, 
and one of the ptoneers of 
Indi.iTi ntduMrialibation. n\it he was 
much more than that. His long asso¬ 
ciation with Gandhijt has been men 
tioned. and President Zail Singh has 
referred (u his contribution to Indi 
d’s freedom movement. There were 
other industrialists also who were 
close to Candhiji and who either 

( participated in the freedom struggle, 
(kc .famnalal Baiai. or helped it 
in many other ways like AmbaUl 
Sarahhai But CDS essociatum with 
Gandhiji and his contribution to the 
notionei movement were of a diffe¬ 
rent kind. Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi has referred to him as a 
''spokesman of Indian industry," and 
it was preciii'ly in that role, not in 
his individual capacity, that he con¬ 
tributed to (he attainment of fret* 
dom of India. 

Hu was consistent in his fight for 
the inrercsis of the emerging Indian 
indU'ftriaJ capitalism. In 19^0-21 he 
camv out for fiscal autonomy which 
mujnt full protection to Indian in¬ 
dustry, in 1922-24 he was in the 
forefront of the campaign against 
the government's currency policy, 
demanding full gold standard and 
Rupee-Sterling ratio at one rupee 
being equivalent to 1 sh. 4d. instead 
of 18 pence. In the Legislative 
Assembly las the central legislature 
was then called; the provinces had 
legislative councils), he took up an 
uncompromising position against im* 
purial preferences and resigned on 
this issue in 1930 In the second 
round table conference, he worked 
hard against inclusion of financial 
safeguards (which meant British con¬ 
trol over Indian finances) in whai 
later became the Government of In¬ 
dia Act of 1935. 

Although close to Gandhiji rijdif 
from (he time of latter's return from 
South Africa. CD did not join his 
sagyagrahu sabha which some other 
Bombay and Ahmedabad business¬ 
men did. but went on cooperating 
with Gandhiji in his other activities. 
Against (h« edvi^e of Gandhiji. he 
became a member of the Assembly 
in 1926 from Benaras-Gorakhpur 
constituency on the ticket of Madan 
Mohan Mafaviya and Laipat lUi's 
NatiunaUsi Party, not on that of the 
Swaraj Party. Motile! Nehru who 
(hen fed the Swaraj Party had to 
complain to Gandhiji chat sirla was 
financing the two leaders' efforts to 
"rapture^ (he Congress and create 
24 


divisions in (he Swaraj Party. Birla 
did not contribute to the Swarai 
Parry funds and Motilal Nehru had 
to seek financial support for his 
party from Bombay industrialists 
who had promised Rs 75,000 but 
gave only Rs 25,000. and that too 
while drawing his (and the Swaraj¬ 
ists') atteniirm to their financial and 
economic problems. Motilal told 
them bluntly that (hey had not 
raised these problems when they had 
promised (heir donation and (hat it 
could not be linked wi(h their prob¬ 
lems But CD had no compunctiuri in 
intervening on their behalf with 
Motilal Nehru when he was the 
ecting Congress president (after the 
then President jawaharlal Nehru's 
arrest) during the 1930-31 civil dis¬ 
obedience. the accompanying 
boycott of foreign goods had an 
adverse effect on (he fortunes of 
Bombay H'Xiile oiillowners. 

(<D*s distrust of the Swaraji<>(s was 
not entirely misplaced. The govern¬ 
ment had brought before theAssciry 
bly two Bills in 1929. the Public 
Safety Bill (**10 check (he disseiniita 
tion in British India from other coun¬ 
tries uf certain forms of propaganda " 
j.e.. dissemination i>f communism, 
and the Trades Disputes Bill ("to 
make provision for (he investigation 
and settlement of trade disputes" 
i.e.. to break strikes). These were 
equated by Motilal to (he Rowlatc or 
Black Bills of 1919 and were opposed 
by the Swarajists, while the Mmbay 
miltowners supported them—(ho 


arrest of the communists in the 
Meerut conspiracy case had restored 
industrial peace in Bombay after the 
great strike wave of 1928 and (he 
government's la^ur policy had re* 
diiced (he powerful Girni K am gar 
Union (55,o6o memlsers} to a mere 
skeleton (800 members). And what 
was worse from their point of view 
was that Motilal Nehru had come 
forward to make arrangements for 
the defence of Meerut prisoners. But 
GD found that Malaviya and Lajpat 
Rai could not deliver the goods— 
LeiiMt Rai's letters to him, included 
in his book^t/nefer the shadow of tha 
Mahatma, mdicaie why he was dis¬ 
appointed by them. Although GD did 
not leave them, he was one with 
Sarabhai in holding that "if there is 
anyone who can ^tain these (the 
ecoaomic demands of the industry) it 
is (he Congress'* and advising the 
Bombay tea tile owners accordingly. 

From then onwards GD appears m 
a new role of, as he wrote to Rajaji, 
'’having to defend Englishmen be¬ 
fore Bapu and Bapu before English¬ 
men" which meant interpreting the 
British point uf view to Gandhiji and 
his views to the British. Under the 
shedow. .and his Hindi volumes. 
Bapu ki pram prasadi (or offerings of 
love froni Bapu which, t am told, 
have been pubJisJied in English as 
well) reveal how he devoted him¬ 
self—he claims "with Bapu’s bles¬ 
sings’*—to fostering an understand¬ 
ing l>etwcen the two from 1930 on¬ 
wards. He went to England and 


G D. Birla in a ref/cctive mood: an eventfuf life 







sought to inflxiooce dies* who were 
involved in making Indian policy. On 
the Indian side, u kept Gandhiji 
informed of the views of the British 
rulers. He wrote to Gandhiji who too 
used to write ro him, regularly. To 
Mahadev Desai, Gandhiji*s secret* 
ary. he wrote with grearer freedom, 
and Mahadev Desai also kept him 
informed. He enjoyed the trust of 
many senior Congress leaders.Rajen* 
dra Bahu has written in his auto¬ 
biography how Birla helped him out 
whenever he found himself in finan* 
cial difficulties. Jayaprakash 
Narayan was actually on his payrol! 
till long after becoming the general 
secretary of the Congress &ialist 
Party. Sardar Patel and Rajaji were 
even more amenable to his influ* 
ence, and he had particularly close 
relations with Pantji and Bidhan 
Roy After independence there was a 
''scandal'* in Bihar: a numh«r of 
Congress leaders had received Birla 


G.D. BirJs (extrttae Mt) with Gamfhj.* a decree roie io Gtndhsji’s politics 


lands which they had to either return 
or give away to charitable trusts. But 
all this helped him to smooiben the 
way for his politics of reconciliation. 

All this, however, Joes not mear 
that CD's influence became Che deci* 
sive factor in determining Gandhi)i*s 
and Omgress poliucs. If this had 
been so, the Congress vxiuld never 
have adopted the policy it did after 
World War 11 began and would car* 
rainiy not have lunched the Quit 
India movement. Birla wanted a Brit¬ 
ish—Congress reconciliation, for 
which he had worked all along, to 
continue particularly during the war 
when the need of the British rulers 
for maintaining war supplies opened 
new opportuniciei for Indian Indus¬ 
try. NocK)d^ was more conscious of 
CM limiiaiioni of hia influence than 
Birla himself, as he wrote in one of 
his letters, and for him the interests 
of Indian industry were supreme. On 
the eve of the transfer of power and 


at a rime when, according to Gandhi* 
ji's biographer. Tendulkar, “the gov* 
emment tried to sidetrack the issue 
of Independence by talking of indus¬ 
trialisation of India," he defied Gan* 
dhiji's wishes and accompanied a 
delegation of leading Indian indus* 
triahsts to England and America for 
arranging post war economic col¬ 
laboration. 

Where Birla succeeded was in 
weaning the Congres away from the 
path of struggle after the collapse of 
the 1930 ana 1332 mowmeuts which 
had created additinnal problems for 
the Indian industry already faced 
with the consei|uenc'«s of the worl¬ 
dwide depression. Birla also suc¬ 
ceeded in bringing the Congress 
around to work the 1935 Act by 
accepting office under it. He had to 
use all his persuasive powers on both 
sides—<n the British to extract the 
maximum fiscal autonomy on the 
one Hand and provincial autonomy 
on the other to facilitate industrial 
growth, and on Gandhiji and the 
Congress leadership to "seU" provin¬ 
cial autonomy to inetn. The biggest 
hurdle in his way as far as Gandhiji 
and the Congress leadership were 
concerned was Jawaharlal Nehru 
Birla had sought to put Nehru under 
his obligation as well by offering him 
financial help, but Nehru had de¬ 
clined. How Birla made Nehru in¬ 
effective is afaKinetingseory recon¬ 
structed by S- Oupal (chapter H of 
the first volume of his biography of 
Nehru) and Bipan Chandra (**Jawa- 
harlal Nehru and the capitalist class, 
1336** in his collection hfationa/ism 
and eotoniatism in Indta) on the basis 
of (he private papers of Bombay 
industrialist Purshottamdas Thakur- 
da.s (FT) and CD's correspondence. 

I n a series of articles in the Nation- 
ai Herald in 1933, Nehru reviewed 
the developments. “From Txjcknow 


to Tripuri" and wrote that as he 
assumed Congress presidency at the 
Lucknow session in 1936 he decided 
to bridge the gulf between the older 
leaders and the socialists. It is clear 
from Copal’s and Chandra's refer¬ 
ences to the PT papers and from 
CD’s correspondence in the Hindi 
volumes and Lender the shadow* 
- .that CD's effort was to widen the 
gulf between the two and reduce the 
effectiveness of Nehru and the 
Socialists. (Incidentally. Masini's 
autobiography suggests that he and 
JP. both founders of the Congress 
Socialist Party, were already close to 
Gandhiji when they first met Nehru: 
they ill fact were acquainted well 
with Gandhiji's chinking and were 
curious about Nehru’s ideas.) When 
the Congress working committee 
met on the eve of xnt Lucknow 
session and adopted a number of 
resolutions sponsored by Nehru 
which, as he wrote, "increased my 
confidence in my capacity to keep 
Che Vicious groups in the Congress 
together." Bui, "the proceedings of 
the Congress weakened this impress¬ 
ion, ana I realised some uf the diffi¬ 
culties in store for me. The Congress 
rejected some of my imponanc re¬ 
commendations and gave its full sup¬ 
port to the old leadership. I stood in 
a minority in the Congress, and 
doubts assailed me as to whether 1 
should continue as president. The 
formation uf the working committee 
distressed me all the more, u it 
emphasised the limitations within 
which I had to function." 

Despite his "mental conflict," 
Nehru undertook some tours and 
visited among other places Bombay 
and returned enthused, "everywhere 
1 spoke about the Congress progrsun- 
me as decided at Lucknow and 
emphasised (he need for strenthen- 
mg (he organisation. In the course of 
my speeches I laid stress on poverty 
and unemployment in India, and said 
that a true solution cuuld come only 
through socialism, but there could be 
no socialism without independence 
and all of us had therefore to concen* 
iraie on the latter." The Convess 
programme about which he tmked 
was (he Lucknow resolution de¬ 
nouncing the 1935 Act as an imposi¬ 
tion, to the accompaniment of wide¬ 
spread repression and supretsion of 
civil liberties. The resolution also 
called for a constituent assembly oo 
the basis of the right of self- 
determination and agrarian reforms. 
Nehru wrote that wherevkr he went 
"I met with enthusiastic and over¬ 
whelming response," but when later 
in the year the working committee 
met, "to my surprise and dismay I 
found that some of my colleagues did 
not share the enthusiasm and were 
full of apprehension. They offered 
their resignations from the working 
commitiee.l was stunned...owing to 
the intervention of Gandhiji the res¬ 
ignations were withdrawn, but I re¬ 
turned in a desperate frame of mind. 
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Felt that I should resfAA and place 
the whole matter oafore the 
AlCC**‘><which, however, he did not 
do as a result of Gandhijj*s persua* 
$ton. 

JawaharUl could not think of why 
his old friends in the workina com* 
miltee reacted the way they ^d. He 
wrote that *'the dominating reason at 
the time was, 1 |hink. a feeling that 
my sp^ches might scare away the 
voters'and thus effect adversely the 
general elections that were coming, 
(but > later it was realised that I was a 
fairly efficient election winner.’* To 
find the real reason for the be* 
hiviour of his critics in the Congress 
leadership, one has to examine the 
role of CD who, in fact, can be 
described as the masier*mind behind 
the whole operation aimed at either 
ramine Nehru or making him ineffec* 
tive. Nehru’s speeches in Bombay 
had raised the wrath of local indus* 
trialists. In the 1920$ they were cam* 
paigning against the government's 
economic policies, but they had 
made a volte face during the 1930 
and 1932 civil disobedience move* 
ments and had comp out in support 
of the government's repressive poll* 
cies because of the impact of the 
greot depression, the .strike wave of 
Che last years of the previous decade 
and the boycott and hartals of the 
Congress. The spectre of comm uni sm 
also haunted them and Nehru's 
speeches were a red rag to them. 
Twenty one of them issued what was 
described as the Bombay manifesto 
against Nebfu and his Congress., 

Writing to one of the signatories, 
Walchand Hirachand, CO com* 
plained, ‘^You have rendered no ser* 
vice to your castemen. It is curioixs 
how we businessmen are so short* 
sighted. It looks very crude for a man 
with property to say that he is 
opposed to expropriation in the 
wider interests of the country." He 
added that, m fact, "your manifesto 
has done positive harm to the capi* 
taliat system.*' In a letter to PT, he 
wrote that "the manifesto has given 
impetus to the forces working 
against capitalism." He posed the 
question: "Are you or myself a fit 
person to talk" in defence of proper* 
ty? And he urged, "Let those who 
have given up property say what you 
want CO say” and that the capitalists 
should '^strengthen'' their hands— 
the hands of "people like Vallabb* 
bhai (Patel) and Bhulabhai (I>esai) 
who are fighting against socialism." 
Although GD mentioned only two 
names, the use of the term **people 
like” meant that he had others tn 
mind. for. in another letter he recal* 
led mat at the Lucknow session." 
Riiendra Bahu spoke very strongly 
and some people attacked Jawahar* 
lal’s ideolo^ openly ** Probably he 
had Gandhiji also in mind. 

PImly, Gandhiji himself had writ* 
ten to Agatha Harrison that Hehru*s 
working committee had "a majority 
of those who represerti the oamtion* 


aJ viewM.niy view.** The main issue 
for Birla was not the denunciarion of 
the 193S Act or the agrarian re* 
forms—even Gandhiji said in his 
Agatha Hairisoh letter that **1 would 
like to kill the new constitution (the 
1935 Act) today if I can...(and) I 
accept his (Nehru’s) ideal about land 
etc.” The real issue was whether the 
Congress would opt for confronta¬ 
tion on the question of the 1935 Act 
which the Indian industry did not 
want, or would w(»rk it as urged by 
Birla and other spokesmen of the 
Indian indust^'s interests. On this 
point Gandhiji wa^ clear, as he put it 
in the same letter. "Jawaharlal's way 
19 not my way. I would strain every 
nerve to prevent class war, So would 
he. 1 expect. But he does nor believe 
it 10 be possible to avoid it. f believe 
It to be perfectly possible if my 
method were acceded Bui ao far as I 
know him he would not precipitate a 
crisis. But there perhaps the whole 
Congress is not of one mind " 

This lent significance to the fad 
that those whom Birla described as 
the Mahatma's men were in the 
majority m the Congress working 
committee and, as Nehru pointed out 
in his National Herald articles, ihe 
consiituiion of the commiitfe 
brought home to him his limitations, 
and the thrcai of resignation bv 
Vallabhhhai. Rajendra Bahu, Rajaji. 
Jairamdas Daulatram, Jamnalal Ba 
iai. Shankerrao Dev and KripaUni 
left him in no doubt alx>ui his pusi* 
tioii. Although the three socialist 
members of the working sornmntee 
(JP. Narendra Deva and Achyui Pat* 
wardhan) stood by him m that crisis, 
U IS not certain what would have 
been the attitude of some of them in 
the event of a showdown—Birla had 
influence among them (reference 
has already been made to his rula* 
tions with JP) and some of (hem later 
"reconsidered”—Masani’s word— 
their "socialism." 

Secondly, even at Lucknow, as 
Birla wrote in one of his letters to his 
B4imbay "castemen” "Jawaharlul'.s 
.speech (presidential address) in a 
way was rhrmvn in the waste paper 
basket because all the resolutions 
(hat were passed were against the 
spirit of that speech." Two of 
Nehru's proposals v^re rejected, one 
sought collective aoiliation to the 
Congress of workers and peasants 
and other mass orgaoisaiions. The 
other was more important from the 

f ioint of view of Birla and his 
riendS''’non*9cceptance of cdfices 
under the 1935 Act. This rejection 
was interpreted os keeping the door 
open over which Birla was very hap¬ 
py. and ultimately the Cor^ess. af* 
ter the general election, did opt for 
acceptance of offices which is what 
Birla had wanted How did this hap¬ 
pen when not only had (he Congress 
adopted the election manifesto 
drafted by Nehru and acclaimed by 
Narendra Deva as a "revolutionary, 
not a reformist" document, but 


Nehru had been allowed to run the 
Congress election campaign through* 
out the country in bis own way aM 
with his own slogans? Nehru waa 
assigned the job of getting votes 
which he did. but the caodidatas 
were selected by Patel and Rajendra 
Prasad along with Abul Kalam Asad. 
The responsibility for providing gut* 
dance and leadership to the newly 
constituted Congress Jegislaturd par* 
lies was enirustM to the "high com* 
mand" consisting of the three, and 
the leaders of the legislature pardat 
were the nominees of the high com¬ 
mand. Birla in his letters took note of 
the dominance of Patel and Rijen* 
dra Prasad and gloated over it. 

After office accept a nce( which was 
preceded by negotiations with Birla 

f daymg the conciliator), the road was 
aid which ultimately led to the 
transfer uf power in 1947. although 
in between there were many ups and 
downs, many hurdles had to be croi* 
sed. and World War 11 created new 
problems. But that is a different 
story. As far as Jawaharlal Nahru 
was concerned, ho was no more a 

i »rr>Ulern from the point of view of 
lirla and his friends. Mahadev Desai 
assured Birla, "The difficulty with 
Jawaharlal, all itaid and done, is nor 
iRsurmountable, so it seems at any 
rate. He frets and fumes, he storms, 
he IS often in rage, but after all he it 
a sport, and si> quickly regains hit 
balance, maken rapid amends and 
secs that there is no unpleasantness 
left l>ehind ” Birla too had drawn a 
similar conclusion from Nehru's re* 
fusel tu fighi the right wing in tha 
Congress. He wrote to his Mmbay 
friends, ''Jnwaharlalji seems to be a 
typical English democrat who takes 
defeat in a sporting spirit. He teems 
to be cut tor giving exprettioR to hit 
ideulogv but he realises that action U 
impossible and so does not press for 
n.” 

After office acceptance, one of 
GD's closeni allies was the Prime 
Minister (as heads of provincial Bov* 
ernments were (hen called) in Mad* 
ras, the Bombay government func* 
(ionod directly under the guidance 
of Patel, and in UP he had PaRtji. la 
Bihar Rajendra Babu had the last 
word. This is how the Congress was 
manipulated rn subserve the in¬ 
terests of the growing Indian indus¬ 
try which, however, made money, 
wFtite and block, during the war 
while the Congress was engaged in a 
"do or dte” struggle against im¬ 
perialism. 

These friends of GD in the Con* 
gross proved useful after Independ* 
ence. even after Patel, Rajendra 
Babu and Pant ji had passed away. 
Today CD’s sorts have access to the 
highest in the country and exercise 
greater influence on decision¬ 
making than anyone else, whatever 
the professed policy of the govern¬ 
ment thanks lo the class*consciout 
approach of CD towards the national 
movement from 1920 onwards. 


27 



Wanted: A new Keynes to 

save capitalism 


After Ketri A/ji.v, if Ji/hn 

M<tynni(t Kevncs who sh-ifyctl the 
i>t m<»>f of the count lies 
ol rho world in rht' <vxi« 

Wry. Key lies belongs to the genre 
of Adnni Smith tind Hienrdo, 
Keynes was horn i(HI yctirs .igo tUis 
month. 


A fter Worlii War If. capi* 
lalinm never had jt 
K(>od till atiotir icn 

Before ihe iire.it 
war, (hen* were pi*nuitic 
and lecurrent reces^Hin^ in the 
CdpKAlisr e<iUlune^. The Oepre^sion 
seen in (he eitrly Thniies wjs unim* 
•leinuhle. I( mvis ns if Marx wjs 
unout to be proved rifiht ^nd «:dpi' 
(jfism would i<i|id|>Ne uiulei its own 
weifiht. Bi.t. no. it did no( hapr>eri. 
By that tmie Kevnes had arrived fn 
his vlasisic (ienei.il T/ieorv of h'm 

( •loymeni. Interest j;i</ Moiu-y. 
>eym*> ehnllcnited the clasMcjl 
iHpiinlist theory that the svdicaf 
depre^Kiotis were a fact of life and 
the economies would recover on 
their otvn fie Hdvc(.atcd that in 
I'ondiiioMs <if hi^h unvmployrnent 
.iiid low economic activities, pump* 
priming (iiiiectinit mimey into the 
economy) or pnbjic deficits would 
he mrlationary, Keynes' theories 
were, however, applied on a worl* 
dwidv scale lexi tuding of course, 
socialist countries) after the war 
lie also fathered the Bretton Woods 
Miternatiiinal monetary system and 
the developmental aid agency, the 
World Bank h'or nearly three de¬ 
cades. the advanced capitalist 
world experienced virtually unin- 
teirupteil growth with nu.tr Full* 
employment and experienced onJv 
mild and brief recessions 
But things hove changed in the 
last lOyuai'i. LTnemidoymcnt in (he 
developed capitalist countries has 
reached the staggering figure of .12 
million and it is still growing. The 
combined GNP is staenaimg. The 
rate of inflation is <ri]l higher than 
It was during the pc*rind of high and 
relatively sustained growth. 
Keynes had known only deep reces¬ 
sion Hts Oencrul Hieory did not 
foresee inflation, till at least near 

ftill.emphiymenc was airhiwvd. 
Capitalism, in short, had so far 
known either recession nr itiflaiion. 
For recession, the Keynesian pre* 
scription was pump phming anci foi 
inflation it was the reverse, i.e. 
cutting down piihlic expenditure. 
But what capitalism is now vx* 
periencin^ is neither recession 
alone nor mflution alone but stajgf- 
Jariim, i.c. recessinn combined with 
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By KEWAL VARMA 

inFlarmn. With the Keynesian pre* 
Si tipi ion. if the IIC01IIS of i ecession 
are Muigbi to ht* reduced, then 
infLnioii lends to get jggr.iv.ired 
kind tf Millutioii is soughi tn l>e 
00111(0111*11 then rett'ssion lends to 
deepen The* m<KliFiiuiion>« of the 
KeyiivstJii pi r sc 11 pi ton, the moiie* 
larisi furmuhis. s» nitich in fushion 
these day% umf applied with varin* 
ttons in most of llie capitalist loiin- 
irieshavtf kni to ihe worsi iHonutnic 
disaster, in recent ye.trs. The irou* 
hie with CiipiMlism started when 
the Amei icans st.vi teiI FInancing 
Ihe wai against Vietnam not with 
additional taxation .ind hv euiting 
down invest men t and lonsumptinn 
levels but through trade ifrhciu. 
They covered these huge trade de> 
ficits bv iHintiiig more and more 
dollar ciirrencv notes which had 
.icipiireil worldwide acceptuhilily. 
Incident all V. the seiond world war 
was financed bs (titling down con* 
sumption levels. You cannot have 

I :un iind butter together fur tou 
ong. rnfoiiunately. for the adv¬ 
anced capitalist world the timing of 
ihe lagged effect of the gun and 
butter pulley coincided with ihe 
emeigence of nil cartel Isa lion and 
quadrupling of i>eiroleum priced in 
one stroke. Since then the pet¬ 
roleum prices rose continuously liU 
early this year. The successful oil 
cartelisation has resulted in the 
deterioration in the aggregate 
terms of trade id the advanced 
capitalist countries. Simultaneous* 
ly. even after the end of the Viet* 
nam war, ih«r« no let-up in (be 
defence expenditure. Last year, (he 
total US defence expenditure 
reached the stauering figure of Ks 
b^.OOO (Tores. This is equal to six 
times the expenditure of India's 
public sector outlav in the sixth 
plan. The Williamsburg economic 
summit of the seven tnost advanc^ 
capitalist countries last month baa 
given 8 further signal of another 


spurt of excessively costly nuclear 
orms race. This expenditure U 
l>uing financed w)ihoui sacrificing 

•biitier** 

Another new development which 
Keynes did noi foresee whs rhe 
giow'th of pulfiical muscles Hy ihe 
working class. Udng these muscles, 
the working class has been success* 
fullv imitating the consumption 
model of the upper cluvses ThroujEh 
wage rise .md welfare and social 
security programmes. This has 
given rise to a consumer society A.v 
a result there is a structural imbu* 
hince between ihe niie of consump- 
tiuR ami I be rale of accumulntiun of 
reprodui ing cupiral This holds 
good for the matn ilyoatniv centre 
of nipioillsni. tinmeiy, the United 
States. A(c(>rding to iKa great Latin 
Ameikan economist Raul Prebisch, 
just js the epicentre ot ilie great 
doprossinn was the United St.ites. 
the epii entre of I ho ( Ui reni crisis 
of isoild vapnalism is also in the 
s,imu ermiury. It is tiue that both 
Ihfsidcnt Reug.in un<l Mrs Mar 
g.irei Thatcher have tcmpurarily 
succeeded in taming the polilical 
l>oHei of th(* labour foicv, but lo 
quote K.iul Pichisch ag.iin. '*lf at 
some timi* tlio Cl onomy revives, can 
ihe trade union ,iiid pnlineal power 
of labour bo byj>.issed once mure or 
will thei'o Im* another infl.iitoimry 
cycle resulting from the imb.ilarice 
between consiimpiinii and accu- 
mulatiun? Thai is the big que.sNon. 
(n my opinion, the problem is in¬ 
soluble irom ihU stand point.** 

World capiidlism is thus caught 
in an economic stnlemute. ft is not 
prvpaicd tn cm down defence ex* 
pcndiiure. neither is it prepared to 
cut down the consumption of ihe 
upper classes, Even if me coiisump* 
tioii levels of the working classes 
are broufihi down icmpomrily, 
labour will reclaim the lost ground 
hs -iooo as rhure is some* economic 
recovery by asing its jKibtlcal pow¬ 
er a> well as its power ofiholding 
the economy to ransom. Ih short, 
capitalism is nor politically ready (o 
bid goodbye to (he gun-and butter 
policy. In this situation the only 
way world oipiialism can resolve 
its internal «:Talemate can b« 
rbrough<%d numl>er of instruments: 
like .manipulacing exchange rates, 
interest rates and terms of trade. 
The most effective instrument is, of . 
course, terms of trade which for 
exam]>le have successfully brought 
about a split in the OPEC. As a 
result (here may now be a gradual 
decline in the real relative prices of 
crude. 















Microchip: The miracle 
of the 20th century 



By Dr Ranjan Roy 


l Barvly the she of u 

t (<(cnarmif leaf, arut 
almost as Ught» the 
chip has ushered oi 
n revolution in tech* 
nolo(»y today. 
AUhuui;h most of \t% 
in India have felt its 
I impact <mly throufih 
cheap digital wristwaiches and pock* 
ercalcuiaiors. the consequences of 
this ongoing revolution have already 
started affecting most facets nf life 
in the developed countries. To put it 
simply, the c^ip i» a lot of compli* 
cattfd electronic circuitry put on a 

F 'iece of silicon, paper thin and bare- 
y quarter.of'iii'inch to a side. 
Almost betroying the incredibly 
complex techiuiloRV behind it, tech* 
nigues of ma»A*prnduction have 
made it extremely cheap, the ones as 
complicated as computers often cost* 
lAR less than pocket radios 
the chip would be remarkable 
enough if it were only compact, low 
cost electronics, but it can also em 
body cnecnory and logic, giving it a 
versatility and flexibility suitable for 
almost hmicless applications— 
second only to the human brain. The 
microproicssor^>e computer on a 
chip—for example, is used today 


from running fuel*siiiigy auto* 
inohiles. to making robots that auto* 
mate assembly lines, it* |H.*rsoiial 
computers us^ m homes, schools 
and small businesses in the West. 

The biggest impact of chips has 
been in computer lechiiologv. To 
give you an idea, ciimpare a iypic«ii 
micropmessor with the first electro* 
iiic digital computer ESIAC. built in 
America in 1946. Today's compiitci 
holds several hundred thousand 
electronic compiiiicnts. ten times the 
.)0*tiin ENIAC; performs a million 
calculations per second. 20 b limcN 
faster than KNIAC; ioiiMimes a mil* 
lioiith of power compared to 
ENIAC's megawatts; and finally, 
costa M thousand times less! 

How has this little marvel come 
about? How does it work? I<ei us 
trace the story nf the mighty mic* 
rochip from the hegiiiiimg 

The chip is born 


Electronics, as we all know, has to 
du with electric ciirront— flow of 
eloctnc charges, nr of (heir smallest 
unit, electrons. Some bask enmpo* 
nents of electronic circuits are. 
iherefiMV. capacitors, which store 
charge; resistors, which impede their 


A trtagiiified view of an ani carrying a microchip 


flow; transistors, winch can amplify 
cm rents, or can aci as controllable 
switches, letting the cun'cnt flow or 
not flow under the control of a 
Signal. 

In the early days of electronics, say 
the Thirties, to put together an elec* 
Home device, sav a radio, you would 
dnil appropriate holes on a metal 
chasvU to place the vuriou:« compo* 
nents—capacitors, resistors, vacuum 
tulles, cic., :nid then solder iiinnecl' 
ing w’ires to piir the whole circuit 
logothei. The piocess was slow, fabo* 
lions, olid susceptible to loose com 
facts, linman errors, and so on. 

Knier the transistor. Compared to 
a vacuum tulie, it consumes much 
less power, is faster, and fails les:< 
often. Besides, replacing the pear* 
sjt«> lubes by pen size transistors 
allows you to make the device more 
compact. But that would also make it 
difficult to wire* To overcome this 
difficulty, ihc printed circuit hoard 
was introduced, where wires are re* 
placed by mei allic conduction pnihs 
emliossed on plastic boards, accord* 
ing to the circuit lavuui. The compo* 
nents could then Oe inserted into 
holes made at appropriate places, 
and their leads neatly soldered to 
the ineiallic tracks. Bur even this is e 
slow process, end then the compo* 
nents would often l>e soldered ptior* 
ly, break off circuit hoards and so on. 
The big leap came m 1959. when two 
American engineers. Jack Kilby and 
Robert Noyce, thought of a better 
way. indcpendontlyt why not make 
the silicon crystal of the transistor 
serve as its own circuit board) 

The silicon revululton was on. 


The makine of a chi 


The electrical properltes of .silicon 
can be controlled by dopittg in crys* 
tals with (that is mixing small, mea* 
sured amounts of impurites like) 
arsenic or boron. When doped with 
arsenic, the silicon crystal gets an 
excess of electrons, which can readi* 
ly car^ current—it Is called tintype 
material (ji for negatively charged 
electrons). Silicon doped with boron 
has a deficit of electroni, which 
behave like positively charg^ parti* 
cles, called holes. To picture that, 
think of a bubble in a bottle of water. 
When the bottle is turned upside 
down, the bubble seems to move up. 
though it U really the water that 




movei d«wn. Silicon dopod with 
boron is cailM p<vpe muttrial (p for 
positive holes). 

The bcsk ^ctronk components 
t;«n «U be formed from combmetions 
of P’type and n*typ6 regions next to 
each otMf. Sometimes a thin layer of 
silicon dioxide formed on top is also 
used. For example, a transistor is 
formed when a p*type region is sand* 
wiched between two fl*cype regions 
(non), or the other way round (pnp). 
Wren the two sides are connected to 
suitable voltages, the voltage of the 
middle l^er cen control the flow of 
current, this tekes place very fast, 
since electrons and holes in solids 
move with a speed nearing a tenth of 
the speed of light rhrou^ regions 
extending only about a thousandth 
part of an inch. 

Without going into details, figure 2 
shows one of the many ways of 
putting some of the basic compel* 
nents together. In essence, it looks 
something like a cake—with layers 
or regions of chocolate, cream etc. 
rcorresponding to say. n and p- type 
materials K laid on a basic substrate 
of dough. The icing or the writing 
could be thought of as the conduct* 
ing metallic cracks. Viewed under a 
microKOpe. a chip looks a lot more 
iomplicated Isee fig. Si—somewhat 
like the buildings and roads of a 
metropolis viewed' from abovel 

But how is a *‘cake*' like that 
made? 

The basic ingredient silicon, found 
in sandi U the most abundant e!e* 
ment on earth after oxygen. Highly 
purified silicon is molten, and long 
crystals in the shape of round bars 
are slowly drawn out of the melt. 
Impurities in small, measured 
amounts may be added as necessary 
to make p> or n<tvpe crvstals. The bar 
1$ Chen cut into paper-thin slices 
(celled '‘wafers'*) with a diamond 
tipped saw—much like cutting saus 
age. The wafers are then polished 
flat. 

It is these wafers on which chips 
are made—wach an exact replica of a 
pre calculated design that is now 
embossed on it. The process, called 
photo lithography, as we shall now 
see, is not much unlike bank 
printing. 

By heating in a stream of steam or 
oxygen, the wafer is coated with a 
thin insulating layer of silicon diox¬ 
ide. The surface is now cohered with 
a ]ight*3ensitive plastic called photo- 
resSi I fig. il The photoresist is then 
exposed to ultra violet light through 
a stencil (called “mask") containing 
Che design (fig. 3». The exposed 
photoresist then hardens into the 
proper outline. Acids and solvents 
dissolve awev unexposed photoresist 
end oxide, 'bearing the patterned 
silicon (fig. 3). The dopants can now 
be introduced into the base silicon 
bv heatipi the wafer in a hot inert 
gu cofltemini the rt^uirtd proper* 
tlon of impurities. The okide leyer 
ilHorbs tbe impurititfl. hence the 
parts covered with oxide ramein in* 



tact (fig. 3). 

Fresh layers of silicon may than be 
laid down, if necessary, and the 
process repeated, building in this 
way from io to 20 different layers, 
ell etched according to their respoc* 
live peiierns. leaving '‘windows" for 
inter-conneciioos. At the last step, 
an evaporated metal, often alumi¬ 
nium, is condensed onto Che wafer, 
filling iha gaps, to form the conduct¬ 
ing pathways. 

uch little chip is then diced from 
the wafer, and bonded with thin gold 
strips to make the external connec¬ 
tions. li is then sealed in a thin flat 
plastic box to avoid dirt and mois¬ 
ture, which completely foul up the 
operation of a chip For the same 
reason, the entire cnanufaccure is 
done in the most fastidiously clean 
environment. 

E verv vear, for'^more than two 
decades now. engineers have 
roughly doubled the number of com¬ 
ponents un a chip, mainly by shrink- 
ing them. This makes circuit design, 
layout and maskmaking incredibly 
complicated. Only the best compu¬ 
ters (built from the most advanced 
chips) can perform the billions of 
calculations needed-^a process cal¬ 
led Computer Aided Design (CADl. 
This process of integration—packing 
more and more chips on a single 
silicon flake—is whe( gives the chip 
its technical name: Monolxih/c inte- 
grered Circuits (iCti. Sooie tens of 
iransistors on one chip is called 
tmait-sewto integratioti (SSli. some 
hundreds is medium scale (MSI). 


whereas /arge scale is tome 
thousands of them on one chip. The 
latest Is VLSI (v* for very), where 
.several hundred thousands crowd 
onto one chip. To give you an idea, 
SSI and MSI chips have fairly modest 
functional capabilities. A digital 
watch requires some $.000 on a chip, 
a pocket calculator some 10,000. Ab¬ 
out 1000 , 000 —the upper fringes of a 
LSI would be enough tu make u good 
microprocessor. 

India, at pre.sent, manufactures 
only SSI and MSI chips—at Bharat 
Electronics Limned, Bangalore. The 
Semiconductor Complex, a public 
sector corporation, is now being set 
up with American collaboration at 
Chandigarh to manufacture LSI 
chips. USA and Japan are world 
leaders in the fC technology—many 
other developed and a few develop¬ 
ing countries also have their own 
plants. 

Think digital 

In our usual, everyday counting, 
we use the decimal system, where 
ten symbols 0.1.2, up to 9 are used to 
represent numbers. Tn count some* 
thing bigger, say 1 $. we would put a 
1 in 10 *s place, which would then 
stand for 10, and put an B next to It. 

S iving 10838. If we wanted to count 
2 instead, we would write it as 
32—"three tens and two.'’ 

There is nothing stiecial abnui ux. 
ing ten symbols, however. We could 
do ihe same counting by using unlv 
two symbols: 0 and 1 . Since we du 
not have a separote svmbol for two in 
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The new S-850. 

Once again] 
l^ron proves! 
the No. lean be J 
the least I 
expensive.! 


I ^ I 

I 


The n ew_ 

ErES 

India's No. 1 Gm^uier System. 
And weean prove it. 


The new $-650 is ciearty India's 
tlnesl c^r^ter in its range. Lef s 
coniine ouisetves to the facts. 

Tbt Ho.l ikould )>• }0U 

Upiron't ccef-eUec.nve approach to 
Microprocesiors gave you the S400. 
\ndio i flrsl computer lo break (he Rs 
10 lakh bomer The S-S50 gives you 
a similar cost adrarUage: India's 
highest pertormance cn India i 
lowest price 

Th# No.l tliouLd b* loftgr. 

Uptron's new S^SO is clearly 
india's lostest system in its range 

tat The S-SSO boosts number 
crund^Lr^ capabiuty by using a 
penpheral Numeric Processor 

tat The S-asO’t novel 
inpul/outpul architecture results in a 
ooshing 01 SORT times It gives you 
q lull llo^^ SORT in less than 4 
mln\ites vmich makes ii twice as last 
os any other computer Higher 
perfotmance can be achleveo with 
Winchesler Disls lor large volume 
osslgnments 

tat For the iltsl time you are 
gou^ lo see a 6CX) LF^ Printer 
octu^ prtnl at 400 

TlM Nal should protoct your 
sotaaio Invostmonts. 

tat Soffvrtsre represents a 
fonnidoble portion of your 
Investmenl in ccmpulensahon In 
oddmorito BASIC the^^SOgives 
you ANSI COBOL and FORTRAN 
which ensure that this investmeni Is 
cost-effidenl 

nioNo.l should ottor 
eomputtr gropblcs. 

tat Uptron's new SBSO 
inboduces you to another valuable 
breakihreugiL tun Computer 
Graphics 11 p roco nti statishcs visuoUy 
Its gic^hs and charts odd life to 
management re^on It ensures 
instant coslmllation d raw data. 
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OTa/rMiH 


Th# No.l stLould ofiu Word 
ProcMMlOQ wltb optimum 
rofultfl. 

foet Uptron s $-860 mcoiporotes o 
Woro Proc6uor Iniegroted with the 
Data Procesaino capabUiM ot the 
syAam. It Is an optimum 
oomPlnaiion The total pocka« 
therelore. is Data Processing ^us 
Word Processing plus GrocLcs A 
comprehensive mix only Optron can 
0 veyou. 

Incideniallv. Ihe Word Processor 8 
available tree compared to 
expensive wp systems being sold m 
India UXe we sold. "The Not 8 stiD 
No I " 


The Ko.l should Incorporot# 
Usor Frlondllnott: 'Quorlos* 
and Holp: 

Pact The S-SSO oilers you Dual 
Printer Suppoh Queries tor adhoc 
inlocmoUon are now possible without 
hoviT)g lo stop a payroll or inventorv 
printout And you can do ihls wiihoui 
wniing o complicated prognam 

Fact The 5-650 8 supported by 
accurote documentoilon that nukes 
II the easiest computer 10 operate 
The system olso oilers Help* [i tells 
you which commands you should 
use. guides you through the learning 
process and enhances the all* round 
pcoduciiviry o( Ihe programmer 


Tha Ng.L ihouldutlUsa 
supedor tacbaologr tor 
padphaioU. 

Poet The S-d^O utilises Doul^ 
Density Double Sided Floppy Disks 
and slate-of the-art Hard Disks More 
Important, these a»e8 come to you 
wim a DC Driw that eUminates the 
problems caused by Irequency 
lluctmtlons. 


Foefc The S'650's printer suppcfis 
Data Proc^ng. Word Processing 
ond Graphics. Superior technolo^ 
at work again to give you a cost* 
eflectlve £lullon. You don't have to 
w^e money on 3 speciaUsed angle* 
purpose prlnJeis 


ThaHo.l should be 
committed to Customer 
Si^poft. 

Poet Ihe S'650 8 backed by 
comprehensive services that toUcw 
Ktle including the owsilabiUly ot o 
wide range ol toltwore appocooon 
pockogM 


India's finest structural fit’. 

In the Dnol analysis. Uptron s S A50 
8 Indu s No 1 cornputer system 
because il gives you a perfect 
Srudural ti between existing 
manogemenl sydems in IndKi 
general exposure and the 
melhodolo^ adopted in utilising o 
c^npurier 

Youdont hove lo respond lo its 
needs It responds to yours 


The cost efieettve institution 


BaBOOlote. 70/> MiUen Rood dangahjr^biM Vb2 Tvl 7|Vi9 

iSbar 203 Dokimai Towers. Narunon Voitfi. BorriMy kJO Oj 1 Tel i2.Sf}4t :^2!j6i 

Calcuflo t Merlin Port Oilcuiw tquop Tel S76tt.b9. 470^37 

DeU M^4l k 42 Comn>erc)al Complex Greater Koilosh Pirt It Now D«*.ini 11004A 

Tel M1365.647125.645V39 

Lucfelkoir la AshokMcirg Luclcnow-22d 00) Tel 31371 46131. 339A4 

Modm Mm^ravs na8 262 Mowfarovs Rood Aiworpel Ma(if(i5 ^0 016 Tvl 7o6U5 
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Thenew 

S-BBO 

India's Na 1 Con^ntter System. 
Only because we can prem it. 

For further intomKrlion. please till in ihis 
coupon and mail il lo any ol Ihe addresses 
givm above Our Soles Executives will mee) 
you at your convenience 


Nome 


Designotion . 
Organisalion 
Address_ 
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ihU sy^rem. we would put a 1 in 2’s 
pi^cc and a 0 10 stand mti for 
*‘one two and naufshi.*^ StmiJarly, 
five would bv 101 —"onefnur. n<i twu 

and one.** cii^hte^'n would be 10010 . 

and so on. Incidentally, if that 
sounds like Nuw Maths tau|dit in 
class VMv you are righr—that's whut 

it i<’ 

This systt’m of countinu is callt^d 
the binary system. It would bo fool¬ 
ish til usf It in everyday life (“(live 

mu d 1011010 pai»u ticket, please!"). 

heciiiise the niimlwr of (liftits needed 
to express most numbers u( everyday 
use wfluid he luo Uirue. But it makes 


a lot of aense fn electronic^ becauae 
a 0 and a 1 can be repreeented by 
“off" and “on" of a switch. Thus the 
four possible off/<Hi positions of (wo 
swiicKes could count from zero up to 
three. Ten switches could count up to 
1.023. Note that multiplying ten 2's 
together we get 1.024—a number 
that is called Ik in technical parl¬ 
ance. 

Each 0 or I. by (he way. is called a 
hit. an acionvm for binary digit Ten 
bits, that IS a string of ten Os or Is is 
therefore equivalent to Ik (or 
1.024—roughly a thousand! The 
usual uriihmciK uperaiions of 


adding, subtracting, muftiplying etc. 
work out similar to the way they 
work in the dectmal sysiatn (try it). 
And all that is celled binary artth* 
cnetic. 

A round 15S0. George Book, an 
/^English mathematician, made a 
remarkable discovery. He showed 
that logical operations (like "if." 
“and,** “or," etc.! could be denoted 
by algebraic symbnls. and logic can 
then be treated as a branch of 
mathematics. This idea. However, 
did not have much currency nr pupu* 
larity among electronics engineers. 


India’s electronics city 


I About 20 kms south of 

t Bangakirv city on the 
wav to Himir is a mini 
mousirial township. 
No smoke belches uui 
of (he factory sheds 
find neither is thrte 
the mdviiable hooter 

--signalliiig the factory 

hours. IhMead one hears the steady 
hum of wumen’s voices from a short 
distance. Cluser. one hears the 
ping, zap and wow of electronic 
mvMsuring insrrumenu. This is the 
KlectronicsCjiy of India. Estimated 
to cost around Ks iGS lakh.s and 
expected lu be completed by the 
next year, rhe city is the brainchild 
of Mr R. K. Baliga, the chairman- 
cucn*inajiuging directur of the Kar 
naiaka State Electronics Develop- 
mcnf Corporation (Keimic.s) 

India's electronics city has over 
41D acrex of land and already a 


number of plots have been sold tu 
small and large entrepreneurs, 
among whom are Tata Klecinc and 
Indian Telephone Industries. Said 
Mr R. K Baligii, “Keonics* main 
ob>ective is to plan, organise and 
promote the rapid growth of clec- 
tromes in Karnataka. It has been 
our iunsiant endeavour to assist 
entrepieneurs right from the state 
of proce»ing of the project lepurt 
ro rne final stage of implementation 
of the proivet and coniinuous 
growth thereafter." This may sound 
ambitious hut given the basic needs 
of an electronics industry-a fine 
climate and skilled labour—BanM- 
lure is admirably suited. Nearly Rs 
330 crore.s or a third of the coun¬ 
try's entire production of electro 
nics goods amounting to Rs 980 
crores Is cnncentraied in Karnata¬ 
ka- To tup this, around 90 per cent 
of the country's total professional 


ProdticliOA liguras and largala of alaclronlct goods In India and Karnataka 

(Rs in millioni) 

1HM1 IMM 


Consumer e!ectro<i«cs 
(incfudes mass com- 
miinicai’On equip¬ 
ment} 

T eiecommumcation. 
radar, aerospace and 
defence 

Computers 

Control and industnai 
eieciromcs, medical 
eleclronics. lesi and 
measuring instru* 
manls, analyiicar and 
special applicaikxis 

Components 

Source: KEONfCS 
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1600 


380 1885 


3685 

52S 

4040 

3235 

620 

75 

2680 

490 


1830 


440 1730 


460 3100 


equipment is made in this state- 
“Our aim is to create around 
10,000 jobs in the eleciromcs indus¬ 
try in the state." explained Mr 
Baliga. “You see. we do not have nn 
industrial culture lilu» JapHii ur thv 
USA. Whatever strides wu have 
made is frum I9S6 on wards, when 
India started indurtrialisniioo ” 
Evtahbshetl in 1976, Kcunjcx ha.t 
already invested Rs four crores and 
helpea about .300 units through uh 
various divisions: the design and 
engineering centre, the material 
centre and the manufacturing divi¬ 
sion. 

Speaking of the future. Mr Bahga 
said: '*] have a dream of cst:tb- 
lishing mini elecrronics cities In 
other parts nf Karnataka, (Ike My¬ 
sore. out that will take a few more 
years to ( ume about. In the mean¬ 
while, Keanics on Us own has 
started manufacturing some elec¬ 
tronics goods. “With that he took 
out a Keonics-manufactured diall¬ 
ing unit for teleprinters. Opening 
(he cover of the dialling unit, Mr 
Baliga {tinted out the different 
parts within. “Earlier.’' he said, 
“most of the implements which 
went into the manufacture of these 
dialling units were made outside 
the state. Today, all the units are 
manufaciuiud bv Keonics* 
sponsored small scale electronics 
manufacturers In or near Banga¬ 
lore." With only 63 employees on 
its rolls, Keonics has a number of 

f rejects under implementation. 

here are plans to produce 20,000 
black*atid*white TV sets, high vol¬ 
tage resistors. rwo*way communica¬ 
tion equipment. 2,00,000 telephone 

instruments and (wo million profes¬ 
sional grade connectors. Recently. 
Keonics technicians set up a totally 
Indigenous ground control unit for 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited at 
Bangalore airport: in achievement 
of no mean stature when most such 
units are menu/actund by giknts 
like Bharer Electronics Limited. 

Tlrthankir Ghogb 








open up « wlide new worid of Isugloatlon for your child. A work! of warmth and 
love. Or carl^ and ahiring. Of playing and leamiiig. Of growing and developlne. A world of hm 
laughter and happl&aaa. 

That'a the pfomlae of Leo. Toya of a kind never 
before av^ble In ladla.^^ that are deeli^ed to delight. 


amuae, yet educate ycmrdil£f ... eater to hie creetlvenee^. ^ 

rer ffrowlai 




Uaed. tbday 


LeoTm* TlflNiliXiiMi |ile ^ 
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SwMct>Mg eireurt tor AND 


A 

1 

A AND 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 


ha truth table 


until around 1940, when a brilliaot 
young American aiathemitician, 
Claude Shannon^ showed how simple 
electnctJ twitch ing circuits could be 
designed To represent these logical 
operations. Take for eainpla two 
switches in series (fig. 4a): a current 
will flow if both A and B are closed. 
If an open switch is denoted by a 0, 
and a closed switch 1, then the 
result of the four off/on combina* 
tions of the two swiubM is shown in 
the third column of the chan (fig 4b) 
— a 0 for no current flowing, and 1 
for current flowing. 

Similar charts, called ^truih 
tables." can be constructed for all 
other iogicaJ operations, and the cor* 
responding combination of switches 
can be devised. Shannon also con* 
structed the circuits to add, subtract, 
maltiply, and so on. In doing so, he 
shown that the mathematics used 
for spgcifyif^ these circuits is cffec* 
lively identical to the mathematics 
of symbolic logic. 

Rather than using mechanical 
switchas, it obviously makes sense to 
use transistors, wHkh can be switch¬ 
ed on or off very fast and require far 
less pcwer to operate. ICs containing 
such circuitry require only 8S1. They 
are manufactured in billions, and are 
che^ly and readily available off the 
shell. 

Electronics that works on the prin* 
ctple of bin^ arithmetic and logic 
is colled digits/ s/tctrooics. If we 
use, say. +6 volts to represent 1 and 
0 volt to stand for 0, In a digital 
system g volts plus ^ 6 volts gives 0 
volt (remember, 1*^ 1^0 with carry ] 
in binary). As opposed to this, anwog 
electronics (the kind of circuits used 
in your radio) is where *S volts plus 
volts would be +12 volts. To 
summarise, digital works with di^ 
Crete quantities Like 0 or 1 (black or 
while—'With no shades of 
allowed), whereas analog works wii 
continuous quaotiiies. 

Digital circuits have certain 
advantages over aoaJog,^for exam¬ 
ple. tolerance to small diviatioos or 
errors ( + S.8 volts would still be 
recognised as 1 by the circuit), la 
computer circuits, where iimuiDcr* 
able repetitive operations are under¬ 
taken, the advantage is obvious— 
small deviations do not ptk up. for 
this, and a few other more technical 

raasofls. an overwhelmingly large 


number of the available chips are 
digital. But analog chips are also 
aanulactured and used (mainly in 
ceasumer alectronici). 


Chips as building blocks 

Nobody, other than the designer of 
the chip, ever vrotries about the 
exact circuitry contained on iL To an 
electronics engineer, a chip is a 
black box, characterised bv its func¬ 
tions/ description—what kind of sig¬ 
nals will it put out when certain 
input signals ara given. Some of the 
commonest logic and ariihmetical 
functions have been talked about 
earlier. Look at some more, which 
■re a bit more complex—in faa. MSI 
chips. 

One would be a "clock chip " Its 
functicm is to give e regular pulse 
craln-^temate Os and Js—like a 
"beep beep." It serves as a reference 
setting the pece for other chips to 
change their states (say from 0 to 1) 
s^uentially. A "flip flop" is a func¬ 
tional unit that can exist in either of 


two states (say 0 or 1)—staying put in 
its state until signalled to change. It 
is a beaic elem^t for storing a single 
bit. If many such bits are stored, one 
also needs to know what is stored 
where. Say we have 16 "flip flops," 


trambaFad 0 to 18» 

Lee Its say we want dm Int in 
lldi. In binary, its address is not 10. 
but 1010. A chip tbet sends the signal 
to the intended location from its 
(binary) address, like your postman. 
IS calU an adoreas "dender." 

Next we come to I^I chips, and 
take up "memory" chipa wst. tn 
concept, they ere just a matrix of flip 
flops, each storing a bit of inlorma» 
two, plus the decoder circuits to 
locate a particular flip flop. Whan we 
can road a bit that is abeady there 
(without affecting it), or duage it, 
botb within Vvery short time (only 
one ten-millionth of a second), it is 
called read-write memory or RAM. 
Read-only memories (ROMs), on the 
other band cannot be altered' so 
easily. The contrast is chat between a 
cassette tape and a gramophone disc* 
Some ROMS, however, can be erased 
by ultra-violet light, and the bif 
peitero in them rewritten. They are 
called EPROMs (Erasable ? 
rammeable ROMs). 

Any informal ion that can be repre¬ 
sented by a siring d Os and Is can be 

5 ui in ROMs or RAMs. For example, 
rtters of the alphabet—when we 
make a code. 


*ro|. 


The microprocessor 


The most powerful LSI chip is the 
microproceisor; a computer on a 
chip. ICS difference from other chips 
is tnat it holds a "programme" in its 
memory. Any complicated routine 
operation from running a car to 
working out a sum that a computer 
does can be broken down to a sequ¬ 
ence of simple logical operaiions on 
the bits to be pmessed. Since mod- 
eni electronic circuits perfonn their 
operations at a tremendous speed 
(usually in about a millionth of a 
second), it is a great wastage of their 
capability if tJ^ do one step at a 
time and come back to the human 



Finn s 


SllGOft otiSs 


sacon 


UV (M wow Igpt) 


man 



prgfreaaM within the coBpui«r it* 

Thu tllowf the computer to go 
down the etepe of its protrAmme at 
ICS own tramendous speed, allowing 
it CO decide when to change course, 
and to do so. Funbermore. it allows 
programmes within the nemory to 
effeccieely interlock and interact 
ProgramcMS call up other promm* 
mes, iwicphing back and foru as 
required. 

The EPROM (area t in fig. S) on a 
microprocessor contains lae prog* 
ranune of instructions to peHom a 
given task. Its RAM (area 2) holds 
mterla operational data dunng pro* 
cessing. Each caamory section has its 
own address, decoder (2 end 4). The 
instruction units (5) interprets the 
bit codes read from the EPROM, and 
breaks it down to ektremelv detailed 
elementary logical steps for execu* 
lion by the anthmetiC'logic unit or 
ALU. 

The inierTupr unit (7) aHows-* 
within a few millionth of a second-^ 
signals of higher prioHiy to usurp 
control and steer the proce<ior into e 
different programme. The off'Cl^p 
addressing units routes communica¬ 
tion with outside sensors, display 
unics and other chips. The wires 
sticking out serves to make the ex* 
ternal connections (to (he power 
supply, and signals to be put in or 
put out). The entire system runs to 
the beat of a clock* also contained on 
(he chip. 

Well, there you have it—once you 
decide on the steps of the prey e ss 
and how to go about them, write it up 
as a programme and put it into the 
PROM, it is ready to go to work for 
you. And what a worir horse! If man 
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has ever known a genie that came 
out of the bottle ready to serve 
you—this is iti 


Where will it all end? 

Thelnynads of applications 
chip has already a/tected thi 


The myriads of applications of the 
chip has already a/tected the lifes¬ 
tyle of humans profoundly, at least 
in the developed countries. In the 
foreseeable future, more and sore 
such technolgical breakthrough will 
be citalysed by the chip. evenruaUy 
(ouchuia ail tM facets of our life. 


facets of our life. 


Figwi % 





T/dAiKioi 






f i ■ i.> 









Exactly who benefits by such break* 
through and how muc^ however, 
will continue to be decided by the 
economic and political structure of 
our societies at national and interna* 
tiootl leveto. 

At a more abstract level, a more 
far-reaching question arises. With 
the fantastic advances already 
achieved, in a little over two de¬ 
cades. in terms of the imiwovenient 
in speed and reduction in power 
consumption, sUe and cost cl chips, 
where «^] it all end?. 

Consider the fact that the human 
brain is also made up of minute 
binary switching units—called 
neurones, and there are an awful lot 
of them—roughly a billiop tlOO 
crores) In all. Neurones, however, 
switch at a measly 100 times a 
second compared to the chip's 100 
million times a second. Would the 
electronic brain then beat the hu* 
man brain soon? The answer is nol 
Although miles ahead in oumeHcal 
applicatioos. the chip as we know it 
(May. la totally incapable when It 
comes to some very human fune* 
lions: intuition, creativin, wisdom, 
may be pouiola, ia prio- 

dpie to programme soma oi uiese 
functions, we Just do not know 
enough about ourselves lo figure out 
a wsy to do so. MesnwbUe the big¬ 
gest challenge toourselvei is to keep 
ahead of the chip by not lerriog our 
human quallcki Wome oxtlnct in a 
hanised, agteriallscc society. 


Or RsrW Roy a aorelsaaorcf physics m $i 

XeMfb Oabga. ... 














HOW come every con vuuci 
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The chip: An 
extraordinary marvel 

Bf Sanuirjlt Ksr 






[ JDunAf hit visit ce 

Ca)cutu • i«w yean 

■gQ, 1 rcBsmber, 
Nobel l^umte Pro* 
feiior Pelis Bloch 
fmado an axcellant ro> 
marii. Wo wtro 

. Icuuinc nodoro dis* 

1 i covertot in scionco 

anTTocFnoIogy. '‘You know, naruro 
has coundets tricks. Know ibom and 
flianipuUto," he told jbo. *You can 
be a great dcKOverer.** he said, the 
doveWpttoni el electronics, in the 
trot itnae. can be said to m man 
ipulailon ol an extraordinary kind: 
both iniaUecfual and technological. 
Today, achiaveaeais in the tmr 
liaas ^ scianca and .technology dt* 
pend much on nicroclectronici. 
These are the small and reliable 
seonng and control devices which 
have landed men on the moon and 
helped the exploration in outer 
space. PresenC'day aviation, product 
control, data processing and calcula* 
cion, information storage, processuw 
and displays, operation of power 
plants depand very ouch on elKCrfr 
Diet. In ^t. electronics has helped 
us to understand iha mystenes of the 


(oamoi and the basic chemistry pf 
life. Without electronics, modern sd* 
enee and technotogy cenoot prog- 
raaa. All (his has been pocsibW with 
the develoement of integrated eir- 
culta (ICs) on single substretes, 
whkh we koew as 'cups.' The story 
of cbe chip began with the develop* 
oent 9$ years ago of the transistor—* 
a small M power amplifier and the 
basic fuBctionaJ alemem of a modam 
clectrooic dreuiwthat replaced the 
large poiver*huagry vacuum tube in 
the old radio seta. Chips arc the 
products of profound human ing* 
enuity v^ich nas no parallel. 

An eiectronk device is principally 
made up of "active** circuit el^ 
oenis, such as transistors, in coo* 
binatiOT with passive components, 
sscb M resistars, capecitors and in* 
ductors. These ere the materiais 
which cany an electric current. For 
inmance, tne electrical resistance of 
a metal is said to be the disruotion of 
the orderly moveibeot of efectronr 
by interaction with the atonk struc 
ture of the material. So, a conductot 
ects as a resistor. Capacitance is e 
measure of electric field surround* 
ing a conductor. So a conductor can 


A rtlking cospurer which satlysas tht word ^BorphoJogy* being 
devvioped ai the ifassechuse/tr /nstirvce of TsdUMiogy 



act aa a capacitor. Inductance repre* 
Santa iha energy .stored in the 
magnetic field set up by an electrig 
current; Since current passes 
threugb a conductor, so it can act as 
an inductor. The universal nracti^ 
once was to manufactura eacn of tha 
compooants separately and than 
assemble them with metallic conduc* 
tors to make a device. Microelecrro* 
nles is also made up of similar com* 
poneais. But in their case, the major 
oifference is that all these compo* 
aeots and interconnections are faori* 
caiod OB a single substrate In a single 
series of operations. Here comes me 
uncovering of a trick of nature. 

We know, in reg^ to siectrica) 
conductivity, materials are broadly 
divided into two classes: conductors 
and insulators. In a conductor, such 
as a metaL eloctrical currant is car* 
ried by electrons. These electrooi 
are free to wander within the struc* 
ture of the conductors. In insulators, 
electrons arc tightly bound to atoms 
or molecules and are thus not free to 
carry electric charges. However, 
there is another kind of material 
which lies in between these two 
classes, called "seoucoRductors.'* In 
these fubfftancei carriers which cett 
carry any type of charges are not 
usually preeeot, but they can be 
generated with a modest azpaodl* 
ture of energy. For this, silicon has a 
great role to play. 


The atom of a silicon particle has 
four electrons in its valence or out* 
wmott shell of electrons. When the 
silicon U in a solid crystaUlne stale, 
pairs of these electrons, shared by 
Aeighbouring atoms, are arrangea 
symmetriesd^ so that each atom is 
snared by eight electrons. Since all 
the electrons are bonded between 
atoms, a crystal of pure silicon is a 
poor conductor of electricity. Howev* 
er, the situation can be changed if a 
controlled number of impure atoms 
are introdneed to it. This it celled 
dopo^ The silicon can then act as a 
•cmicooducter. For part of 

a silicon crystal can be doped with 
phoa^wrouj, whose atoms have five 
ebcraia in their valence shells. An 
atom of pbeapherous can di^ece a 
cUlcoo atom without dlirupdng tha 
aryaml of tha atfkoo aa a wn^, but 
the aatra alactrea It brings has do 
^K a fa tetaeatomic bonds. This as* 
ira afaitrun tmudm te the v ki aiiy 
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tf ft wO to tp- 

phft4 CO CTJftftL 
SOkoa can ftbo bo dcood with 
boroft. An ftnn ol boroa un tbroo 
Yftiftiico eketroftft. Wbm • boroa 
atofti ii pot uricbio a iiliow OTfttftl, it 
crftitftt dcficiftiicy ol oo* aloetroo, a 
KftCft tbftC it caBfto a ‘‘bola.” Tbo holo 
alao roaaiot acaebod n cba rkiakj 
ol cba iiapuro atooL Wbati a v^cim 
it tppHad, ic bacomet mobila. 
Howavtr. it it not a particla Itka ao 
elecfron« ratbar it it lika a bubbla, 
havlna poaitiva aUccric charcea aod 
canTuii ao alactric cunatit. Sibcon 
dop^ with pbotpborout or any pea* 
tavaJeot ewBaiii it caUad a 
tamicondtictor. a bftiof the noiativa 
eiacnic charfe of the conduction 
currant. E>( 0 ui§ with boron or any 
trivalaai elameai fivat rita to t 
^type taniconductor^ rapratantt 
tha poaitiva alactric diargc of tba 
holts. 



A dioda it the tiAplatt tamicon 
Adductor devica. It it nada up of a 
linfla tilicon cryttal havinf two 
adjacent regions. Ona of its ragiont 
it tha A>rvpa and tha othar U th« 
^rypa. Whan potitive voltaga is ap* 
pliM to tha ^typa ragion and naga* 
live voltage to the n<typa regkw. 
counter currenu of clectront ano 
holat ara cttablithed. Tha holes of 


Che p^type region ara rapallad by the 
potitive charge appli^ to cha ^ 
tanninaJ and attracted to tha naga* 
tiva tarniina]» to that they flow 
acrost tha junction. Similarly alec* 
troot are repelled by negative vol* 
tage and are pfopeliM towards tha 
potitive terminal. As a result a large 
currant is sat ie, called forward cur* 


rent. 

Once the diode connections are 
reversed tbe holes will be pulled 
back towards tbe terminal of the 
p>type region, which has now a oega' 
live charge and the electrons will m 
drawn back into tba n-type region 
towards tbe positive terminal. UMer 
such circumstances no current flows 
across the Jubcimq; of coxirse. a very 
small reverse current is always 
observed carried by few electrons 

E nt in die ^(ype silicoo and by 
in the o-ty^. Such oiaorify 
"carriers* are uwiya present, but 
thatr concentration is very low. Thai 
ft diode presentset low reststasice to a 
signal ffi one pcdarity tad a high 
resistance to a signal 6f the oppoaite 
po^rity. A diode is not cnpftbie of 
gain, ao it cannot serve as an active 
circuit On Che other band, it differs 
from other pessive devices like rests- 
tors, capecuors and inductors whkb 
show the same effects on a signal no 
matter which stray dwy are can* 
nected in a circuit 


Nftst comas the mnsistor malring 
which renulm a tittle manipulatioa. 
this can M dooft by adding a third 
dopad ragiea to a mode se that, for 
ftaampla, a p^ype t* sand* 

sakhed bafsin two a-type ragsons. 
dae^d ttaa-frdo^ arums Is cnlM 


la bmuM iham is 
tha baaa. Sa, a craasktoe cw 
be regarded as two diodes 
back to bade on a dngla crysttl «f 
sQkaiL Tba opevadoo is sbaiM. 
pose Che n*cy^ emitter is asngnad a 
potential of sere voha. ta chat case, 
we can assune that tbe P'type baaa 
has a small poeltive volcags and tba 
Mvpa collector has a lar^ puaW va 
voltage. Thus the cmittef and tha 
basa coasritute a diode operating in 
the forward diroedoo: hdai are 
drawn into the emitter and electrons 
are tnlccted into the base. In this 
case, tne voHsgea oa tha basa and 
tbe collector arc of the wrong polar* 
idos for conduedoa and only a nog* 
ligible reverse current flows throu^ 
the junction. Also, electrons injactM 
into the base by the emitter are 
craosi^ed to the collector just like 
diffusion of two gases and s large 
current flows from tha eminar to eba 
collector. It the voltage on the basa is 
reduced to tere or it is given a 
negative potential, tbe forward 
dioM current from the enitter to tha 
base is baited. $ince eUctrons are no 
longer injected inro the base, the 
einmor<oUcctor current also stops. 
So;. the base current controls tne 
collecior current. If tbe polarity of 
the voltage on the base is ebsnaod. 
(he collector current can be switwsd 
on or off. Also, with proper dinxen* 
sions and arrangeihent. tbe collector 
current can be made much larger 
than (he base current, so that Uie 
transistor exhibits a gain. Thus a 
transistor can be regarded as a cur* 
reTK*concrolled resistor. If a suitable 
current or voltage is available to set 
the resistance, a transistor can be 
insened into a circuit at almost ev¬ 
ery point where a reaisror might be 
e»loyed. 

tW is what constitutes tbe npo 
(raasistDr, the term denoting the 
sequence of doped regions In tbe 
oibcon. There is also the pi^ type of 
tnnaistor, where a b^ Is 

inamr imd betwe en jHype r^ojtt, one 
bciag an emitter and the other a 
collector. The prlociples of operatioo 
are the same for a pap transistor; 
only the polarities are reversed. For 
normal opefacioa tbe bese and the 
collector must be oMitive with re* 
spect to tbe emitter, nie basic diffm- 
•ace in this ease is dkt tba polarities 
of the charge carriers are now re* 
varstd. Currear from emitter to c^ 
lector consists of boles. 

The apm and np are called juoc* 
tson cransktoraTbey are also called 
bt^ar transisters, because in these 
devices both die polantiet net as 
carrier of charges, it is tbe bi-polar 
traasistor that was invented in 194g 
by John Bardeen. Walter H. Bractain 
M William Shockley of the Bell 
Talephone Labomoiw. Tbe oie 
wore a w er ded tiU Nobd Prim la 
S9Sd for tbe iavenbea. 

There is enotber kind of transifiec, 
called metal oside semkonduemr 
fteM effect transistar or MOSP£T. la 


• tjpidd MOSM', c*» iflands .gf> 
mtypa dBma ere treated ia a eubg* 
gynofn^ypaswaruiLCoimecdoBi 
an mada dfractfar to dm islands, one 
of whftdi Is calM the spuree and ibe 
echar the dnto. On the surf eca of the 
klkOB over thadhenael betw^ the 
eo ar c a gad the ^ghi e chin layer of 
iOketi Sudda (BiOt) k forms that 
actsas aaiasuaiter, CM the of the. 
mri d e . a leyur of metal k depoe it ad 
that forms a third dactroda callod 
the gft». Such errengeaeot cen act 
as capacitor, bocaose tbe gate has oo 
direct conaecdoa with tbe lemlffui 
doctor. Rather, it is separated by a; 
layer of insuiedee. A charge pieced 
oa tbe gate can mfhience tlm motlefti 
of tbe coarge carriers in the semkon- 
ductor channel. 

Ihe mode of operation of a MOB* 
FET Is something Uke this: connect 
the sourca and ut si^trate by an 

eatemel condnetor and keep them at 
sere potential. Give e positive vol* 
uge to the drain. Current does not 
flow between source and substrate, 
since (hey have taro volt, i.e. 
grounded. Between the drain and the 
substrate there is oolv a neaUgibW 
revalue current of e diode, when no 
voltage is applied to tbe goto, the' 
fstype channel under the gate con* 
tains the nujoriry of holes and a few 
electrons tan be attracted to the 
positive potential of the drain. Apdy 
potitive potential to tbs gate. Now 
the slectnc f iaid will attract a maior* 
ity population ol slectroiu to a tUn 
layer at tbe surface of the crystal 
immediately under tbe gate. Becauea 
of the presence of numerous elec* 
raw id a region that is normally 
j^type. the surface is said to be 
inverted. Tbe invenkm creates e 
coDtinuous o*typs channel from 
source to drain end large currents 
can flow. Like tbe bipolar traasistor, 
tbe UOSFET is captbie of amplifies* 
tieo. This k the O'type MOSfeT. A 
complementsry de^M can aim be 
built, whkb conskcsoftwoialudaof 
p*type and a subetraie of n*type, with 
die sane capacitance arrangamem. 
It is called P*MOS transistor. In fact 
all the active and passive compo¬ 
nents can be made ia a sin^ 
sufaatrste, anda hundred thousand of 
such cooipoBenci can now ba in* 
sorted in one square centimeter of a 
dna siUcon wafer. 


T be prime material for making an 
integrated circuit or cb^ is siU* 
coo, most abundandy distributed all 
over tbe eeith as common sand. Sand 
k lilkoa dioxid e. Si licon, purity to 
an enaet of 99.9999d$9 par cent k 
extracted from sand by a very com* 
plicated and kmeaioiu nroe w . A 
of Pore suicoo is taen heated 



to its meftilii point wbi^ k 1,420 
Celsiut. This is done ia inert 


|M free from all larti of contamina* 
ogn to avoid oxidation and un¬ 
wanted impuritiea. Ai thk stage the 
dgairad impurities, known 4 $ 
depaat s (phoipborus. boron, etc.K 
ara addad to produce e specific type 






















«. condwtirn^ cM)*r positirt 
typp) ch«ri# carriers or neniive 
(fvtvpe) ones. Then, by insertiiig a 
perfect «n^e ^stal "'seed.’* the 
melted maierial is slowly turned and 
withdrawn to produce single crystals 
of five CO seven centimeiersin die* 
meter and several meters long. The 
cylindrical crystal is now cut into 
wafers with a thin hieh speed di 
amond saw. After that tne wafers are 
first smoothed on both sides by 
grinding and then are highly 
polished on one side. Thu thickness 
of a finished wafer is usuallv about 
half a millimeter. 

The silicon wafer thus prenared is 
now heated in an atmospnere of 
oxygen or water vapour. As a result, 
u tnin film uf silicon dioxide is 
formed on its surface. It is u clour 
gJas.s with a suftemne point higher 
than 1.4()0 degrees Celsius. It is hard 
and durable and adheres well. It acts 
as an excellent msulatur. It cun also 
uct i'i H mask for the selective intro' 
duction of dupams. 

In (he first stage the designers 
conceive of the specific fimctiunal 
ch a racier I Stic H of a mkrueleccmnic 
circuit In the next stage the site and 
the upprnximuru location of every 
circuit elemerii are estimated These 
are done with the aid of computers. 
From the description of computer 
mernur^ set plates, celled photo* 
masks, is primared. Kach mask holds 
the pattern nir a single layer of the 
circuit. After that replicas of each 
photomask is made. The replicas are 
called working plare> that serve for 
the actual fabneation process. 

The microelectronic circuit is now 
built up layer by layci. each layer 
receiving u pattern from j mask 
prescribed in the circuit design For 
this, photoengraving process, known 
as pnotoiithography. is emplcwed. 

The oxidised wafer is coaierf with 
photoresist, a light-sensitive 
polymeric material. Exposure to 
ultraviolet radiation through a mask 
followed by development (washing 
in the selective solvent as is done m 
the case of ordinary photo develop- 
ment) results in the removal of the 
film wherever (he mask is opaque. 
The wafer, with its photoresist pat¬ 
tern, is now m a solution of hydrof¬ 
luoric acid. The acid dissolves the 
oxide layer wherever it is uopru* 
tected^ but it does not attack either 
the photoresist or tbe silicon wafer 
itself. After the aud has removed all 
the silicon dioxide from the exposed 
areas, the wafer is rinsed and dried, 
and the photoresist pattern is re* 
moved by another chemical treat¬ 
ment. 

Active circuit elements such as 
metaloxide semiconductor (M05) 
transistor and bipolar transistors are 
formed in part within the silicon 
substrate Tnete elemenii are con* 
scructad by aalectively latroducifig 
itnpurftiei to create localised o-tyM 
and ^type regiont by adding toe 
appropriate dopant atoms. 

There are two techncaucs for selec* 




A computer whtxh Mpt> in ram dating wvmtHr 

lively introducing d open In into thi* 
silicon crystalv difluvion .*iul ion 
implantatiun. In the firvt ptmevv 
silicon is heated lo o high tcmpt'iu* 
ture. vay l.0(M1 ilcgrct’s when 
impure atoms begin in move sluwlv 
through the crystal. Impurities movu 
much mure slowlv through 'silicon 
dioxide than they dn ihnnigli Mhcnn 
itself. In I he lull impJaiiialion i«n:lini 
que. the dopanl atoms ucc ionised 
(stripped ofi one or more ul their 
electruns) and are accelerated to a 
high energy l*y passiiiMjbem thiough 
a potenicol difference of tens of 
thousands of voli.s. A^ a result the 
dopant atoms at the e nd of i hci r p.ti h 
strike the silicon wafei and are con¬ 
fined ar various depths depending on 
their mass and unorgv. However, 
various other icrhnicriies have been 
developed in thi^ regard, 'nieix* is 
one advantage in ion implantation 
technique. The ion carries a charge. 

So. by measuring the tntal charge 
that accumulates in ihe silicon crys¬ 
tal (he number of impure atians can 
be precisely determined 
Present technology can reproduce 
elements e few micrometres aerms. 

Electron beams end X*rays are cap- 
able of producing extremely fine 


fvaiurc'j ii» about uno nutrnmuivr 
bmali-scalu irili'grcucd liicuus have 
10 transislor^ pui chip; mciliiim 
SI',til* cm nils have ahoui 100. When 
thnuvanils of iircuit elcnicm^ arc 
integrated I Ml one chip, the iniegta 
tiun is said ro be large-scale (LlCi. 
Keccut mici npriu essors made 
through laige-scale iiilcgraiion have 
between 10.000 and 20.0CU> rr.tnsis. 
tors and ihe Figiitu is now 
nppiouching lOO.OUO. 

It is d tine revolution. Iniitu has 
alsi» been involved in ckilionics 
industries. But the patadox I'c ilnii 
mspite of su much endeavour, it lias 
not been possible to' rnaniitacture 
udvunced chips. According to <jne 
veteian scieniist. “U ihe L’SA and 
Japan stop exjKifting electionics- 
Crade silicon lo Icidi.i, work will 
come lo d hair over nighi. It is u pity 
(liar we have not been able to de¬ 
velop chips and also the photoen¬ 
graving processes (Ve must develop 
ill I these, otherwise importing and 
assemblnig cannot help us ro catch 
the ircmend<nis prof^ets that has 
been accomplished elsewhere." 


SeAfttil K4r i| M «4el'-hriowr> iiCienr.e mMim arsi 
iMChm lO Sc«nc« CniMiqf' CMciais 
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Compute rs and society 




I Since iKe days of the 

Industrial Revolu* 
Cion, eechnological 
chan^ have posed 
serious problems to 
the common man. 
Judging from man's 
. inherent resistance to 

Li I ■■ I I changes, special in* 
cerest has been focussed on automa¬ 
tion and its immediate and enticl* 
pated effects. And of all these, the 
electronic computer holds a special 
position. With U$ tremendous speed 
and capacity to handle largo quanti* 
ties of data, a computer can Im 
looked upon as a boon. But there are 
dangers inherent in it if it falls in to 
the wrong hands. While only history 
can cell where the ultimate technolo* 
gical achievement of the century can 


take lis, let us take a look at some ot 
the socit^econocntc changes that a 
computer has brought about. 

Automation, says one group of 
modern thinkers, will create mure 
jobs than ever before, while the 
opposite group holds the reverse 
view. Shouting hoerse from high rise 
c'oncrcte and steel buildings they 
shout: “Automation is a job* 
snatcher. Throw out the computer." 

To the pro-automation group, the 
idea is nothing really new, but is 
instead a much more advanced 
phase uf the Industrial Revolution. It 
IS in fact regarded as a welcome 
source of many economic and social 
benefits. These include greater pro¬ 
duct ivity and less waste, lowered 
cost of production, improved 


How a computer 
calculates 


g 
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1“ I A computer, unlike 

conventionel 
methods, dues not 
handle numbers in the 
decimal form but in 
the binary form. Bin¬ 
ary numWs can be 
I represented by lust 

' I two values, 1 and 0, 

unlike the decimal system where 
values can he from O-S. Electrically 
1 and 0 are easiest to represent, on 
for 1 and off for 0. Given below are 
some binary numbers with their 
decimal equivalents; 

1-1 lOUS 1001*9 UOl-U 

10*2 110*6 10!0-slfl 1110*14 

1 ]>S lUr7 10 t]*n 1111*15 

200* 4 1000*1 1100*12 10000*16 

Working with long strings of Is and 
Os would be very tedious for human 
beings, but would be very easy on a 
digital computer. It would consist 
of switches, an on switch would be 1 
and an off switch would be 0. A 
computer adds byuiina ihrtt logic- 
aJ functions. A?^. OR and NOT. 
With a combination of thesa how a 
half-adder works it shown below. 
Multiplication is dona by multiple 


• * 


addition, division by multiple sub¬ 
traction, and subtraction by a 
method called finding the comple¬ 
ments where resultant Is are 
changed to Os and Os to Is. 


lang 

Below is the legend fur the fi¬ 
gure: 

A. Here (he binary bits Is enter the 
logK circuits to be processed. 

B. ^e input signals are split so (hat 
they reach the OR and AND gate 
simultaneously. 

C. Both the OR gate and (he AND 

gate have Is as input and so output 
I also. ’• 

D. The output of the OR gate pro¬ 
ceeds towards the second AND gate 
while the output of the AND gate is 
split, one going to the output, the 
other to the NOT gate. 

E. A NOT gate is basically an inver¬ 
ter and so a bituiry digit 1 gets 
converted lo «ero. 

F. The inverted output ^rn’ from 
the NOT gate fed along with OR 
output 1 to the second AND gate. 

G. oinca one of the inputs to (his 
AND gate is 0. so result outputted is 
also tero. 

K. So finally the original two sig¬ 
nals of 1 each emerge as 1 and 0. i.e. 
binary notation for 2. 


methods of doing things, creation of 
new Industries and occupation, in¬ 
creased employment and. above all, 
more leisure. Admitted that automa¬ 
tion wilt result in some immediate 
unemployment (i.e. in the areas 
where automation is implemented), 
but this unemployment will be tem¬ 
porary and in the long run, the 
dislocated tvorkers will tw absorbed 
m new secondary jobs created out of 
the expanding economy and better 
business. 

The anti-automation group views 
(his optimistic outlook as wishful 
ihinking, based on outdated econo¬ 
mic premises. They believe in ap¬ 
plying archaic theories and extend 
mg the IR theory to date is invalid. 
Although (he long-range trend uf 
nationwide employment is upward, 
(he productivity of factories and 
officeK is rising so much faster, that 
rhe annual addition to the labour 
force IS not being fully absorbed. 

W ith proliferation of computers 
and micro-proces.snr based sys¬ 
tems. man's dependence on them has 
reached such a state that someone 
once said that hr did not fear compu 
ters but he feared the luck of them. 
As computers require a higii degree 
of standardisation to run efficiently, 
many have been put off by thd 
impersonal behaviour of computers 
in cases uf government or bu.uness 
procedures and billing opera lion, 
buch de-personalised treatment 
from computers have caused indi¬ 
viduals to feel that thev have to 
fulfill The computers* needs instead 
of Jt being the other way round. 

Some social critics view the wide¬ 
spread use of compuierN making 
them as common as television sets, 
with some apprehension. Such usage 
may cause the eventual atrophy of 
human intellectual ability. Manv a 
student with a pocket calculator, lias 
been relieved of doing his figures on 
paper. Tliis has led to the belief that 
the young people and even (he old 
might just forget using their head for 
calculations, however simplu thev 
might be. But scientists and thinkers 
have often viewed intelligent men 
wasting their time on repetitive and' 
tedious calculations with disfavour 
Such jobs, they say. should be left to 
the drones—the computers of («>day. 

It would not be out of place to 
mention the Thoughts of sociologist 
Seymour Murtin Upset who has 
visualised a more “egalitarian socie¬ 
ty" because of a computer. Transfer¬ 
ring so much work to the machines, 
thinks Mr Upset, may produce some 
thing akin to Athenian democracy; 
Athenians could be equal because 
(hey had slaves to do their work for 
them. 

TIrthankar Ghosh 



DCM Data Products’ 

Siddharth. 

Powerful, bi-lingual 
computing system. 



DCM's Siddharth ia a poweriul, 
bi-haguaJ computing eyatetn^with 
woidproceasor capability. 

Pdntfnfl in En^ish or Devnagiri, 
Siddharth Te a powerful and versatile 
extern Tor business organisations, 
ofllces and banks. 

Various commcicial applications 
can be handled easily ana effectively 
Enquiry ser>ices for Railways and 


Road Transport* etc. can be 
cor^uterlsed. 

Public utilities like the Water and 
Electricity Departments can print 
their bills in the language of the 
people. 

Siddharth. 

A remaikable innen^tion. Bringing 
the beneflts of computing and 
wordpiocessing to many more people. 


SIDDHARTH 

Computing capability in the language you know. 
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toniiani a«(H. 

MiilU<prafniiunin|: Pertaining to the con 
Hon Of two or more pro^ammca by a c 
OI/IIm; RolttinA To eoMlDment or devi< 


Computer-talk 

"With the proliferation of compueers and microp- 
rocearorr. there has been a pheDomeneJ xpurt io the use 
of jargon associated with ir Given below ere some of 
these words and phraaee and their oieanwgs. 

AiMtog computer: A calculating device that operates on 
numben repreiented by measurable physical <tuanti* 
tiei. like rotation of shaft, the amouoi of voltage, 
temperature etc. 

AriUimetlc logical unit: Part of the computer processing 
section that does the adding, subtracting, mulriplying, 
dividing and comparing. 

Bar com: A coding system using bars or strips of various 
widths to denote numeric values. 

BASIC: Acronym for Beginners’ AU*purpose Symbolic 
Instruction Cuoe. A mathematical proolem-orienied Ian* 
guage. 

Binary number ay stem: A number system using base as 
opposed to the decimal number system which uses base 

Bit: The smallest unit of information in the Binary 
number system. An abbreviation of ^Binacy digit." 
Normally a bit refers to one ("on") while a no bit refers 
to lero (“ofD. 

Buffer: A temporary or intermediate storage unit used 
to hold data being transmuted between iniernal and 
external storage units, or between input>outpuc devices. 
Cathode ray lube (CRT): Acronym for video display. An ' 
electronic vacuum tube containing a screen on which , 
any data may be displayed either in graphic form or i 
character representation. I 

Cobol: Common BusineM Oriented Language. A coding 
language by which business data processing procedures 

a be precisely described in a standard form. 

e: A set of rules used to convert data from one 
representation to another. This is usually done to 
economise on media space. 

Compiler A programmed system chat produces a prog* 
ramme from a series of source statements. In fact a 
compiler transforms a higher level language to a lower 
level machine language. 

Debug: To detect, locate and remove all malfunctions 
from a computer or all mistakes from a programme 
routine. 

Digital Computer: A calculating device ucilisij^ nutn* 
bers to express all the variables and quanricies of a 
problem 

Distributed processing: A system that assigns tasks in a 
targe organisation to smaller computers on the basis of 
location or type of task. These smaller computers may 
augment or replace a large, centralised computer. 
Hardware: A colloquialism applied ro the mechanical, 
electronic and electric fearures of a data processing 
system. 

Hybrid computer: A computer system that combines 
analog and digital capabitiiles. 

Input: Information that is transferred into the computer 
for storage either from an external storage media or 
directly. 

Machine language: A language that is directly vnachine 
readable. 

Magnetic disc: A flat circular plate with a magnetic 
surface on which data can be stored by sel^tive 
magnetisations of portions of the flat surface. They can 
either be flexible and called floppies or be rigid and 
celled fixed or bard discs. 

Memory: The parr of the computer that stores the 
programme, holds intermediate results and various 
constant data. 

Miiltl<pregniiiffling: Pertaining to the concurrent execu* 
Hon of two or more programmes by a computer. 
OI/IIm: Relating to equipment or devices not under 
control of the central processing unit. 

Compiled by Uttam Sengupta 
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All Microcomputers appear similar. But 
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Is the CPl(M) losing its grip? 


T h« reAuUs of the recent 
ptfr]cha>'a( elections nnd 
the two As5«inbly byelec* 
lions in West Benffal h^ve 
m»de one thing evident: 
the CH1(M)\ popnlariiy j\ eroding. 
Though the (tri<ii1<i ul the election 
resuliH hnve not lieen compiled as 
yet. ir appears that the CPKM) has 
lost at least in per cent of its votes 
in the tuial areas, romiioied tu the 
numhei of votes the party indled in 
the prfiK’hiiyjr elect jon> of 197ft. 
Even ill the two bydections (Judav* 

[ lur and Carden Reach), the num¬ 
ber of voles polled by the CTltM) 
waift le»s than in the AMsemhIy elec* 
rions of 19ft2 fur irist.ince, in the 
Jadavpor Assembly coiiNtitncncy. 
from where Dr Asnok Mliro con* 
lOvsred, ihe nomhvr <if votes polled 
by the CPUM) was less by ohoui 
four pci cent, compjieil to ihe 
votus the party h.id polled m thft2. 
Agiiin. Ilioiigli tlu» CRIiMi lidded 
uhoiii 4 . 0(10 more candidates for the 
/Moc/Mcjr elections, ii won ahoiii 
4 , 0(10 less seats, [n iho pra/n {miv 
dtityui elect Ion >>, the (.'I'liMi won 
aim lit 60 per cent ol tbs' total ststis 
in 197H; thiv time the jMiily won ^.1 
per cent uf the scats. 

This erosion in llie CPItMi's sop- 
pot t was especiiilly iiotiieahle on 
the eastern hank of the Canges and 
in the (listncts siirroniidiug CaUiit* 
ta. In the disickis lying on the cast 
wf I he (oinges. ilic CP1(Ml\ t.iUv 
has gone down bv more than (>«r 
cent and th<*y have lost control over 
about I.OIH) /cotefrayars. In the dis* 
tricti surrounding CHlcuitH-^Haw** 
rah. Ifooghly and 24 P.ngaiia*—the 
CPt(Ml hHS polk'd I ft per teni less 
votes (his time cimi|iaicd to I97ft. 

Ill the four districts <oi the east- 
cm bank of the C.anges-Wc.si 
Dinaipiii, hf;ildn, Muisltidahjd and 
North 24 Parganas—winch have a 
sizeable Muslim population, the 
CPKMVs performance this lime 
was pt>o*. A huge chunk of Bengali 
Muslims umhiuhlediy voted against 
the partV' There ace Muslims in 
Burdwan diKiiiit alxi. but they did 
not vote, en masse, agalnsi the 
CPKMl and that is why the party- 
could .secure more (ban 75 per cent 
of the seats in the village part- 
c/iayaf.s* of Bui dwan district. 

Moreover, during the election 
campaign the CPl(Mi was political* 
ly isolated in rural West Bengal. 
Even the Left Fiont partners cum- 
paired against the CPIlM) vigw* 
ous^ during ihe elccttons. This 
helped mu only the Cmigressdl hui 
also the rural gentry who were all 
waiting for en opporiuniiy cn come 
nut openly against the CPItMl. Af* 
ter (he elections many clashes are 
Iteing reported from different dis- 
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trictsof West Bengal. Most of these 
clashes are between ihe Cl'bMl 
and the C<ingros.s( I) and iK.Uwi'cn 
the CTI(Mi and the CPI or rite 
roiw<»rd ARk'. At a recent meeting 
of the la^ft From commiinv one 
RSP representative asked the 
rpUMl leaders point blank 
"PUmsi* (ell us whetWr you would 
ill low us to vi’ork in the state ur 
not.'* The Pot ward Bios lepresenu- 
live posed unoiher quesiion. 
*'When would the CPTiM) stop 
.Ittacking the wurkers^of olluu Ix'U 
Front partiUTs Inilw viMags-s!'*' The 
st a 1c Con gi s'sst ]) pres I den t has 
i»l>enl> au'uvHl the CPVMl of instr 
gaiitig violent iiuidenu m the 
Male In the rural areas during ihc 
Inst six years no une dais'il to pio- 
test iigainst the CPIiMi Ihjrmg the 
/um h.n ar eleciiuns In most ul the 
disiiKts aiiiii'PUMt forces look 
•idvantage ol ('l*l<M)'s iv)].iiiiin and 
I. lived ths'ir voice against thi m. 

In nual West Bengal ihe CPi<M) 
is still a vetv major force, hul (he 
lesl of the political parlies are now 
vr>cal and they together seamed 
mr»re than 55 (wr cent of the votes 
in the p.nnhjydt election The 

CP It Ml could swure alninl 45 petr 
cent voles mainly on the basis of 
then oigauisaCional strength and 
their official panouage A week 
tfcfore the eliH:tions. the ('HiMl 
iunirollesi village paruhav.ifc dis- 
trilnitefi huge rpi ant tries ol wheat 
and mot lev which swayed maiiv 
votes tlieir way 

The I9H2 Ass4*nihlv eJectuHis m 
West Bengal had mndv it deal ihut 
(he CPIlMl had lost a si/c'able niim- 
tiers of votes in uihan a teas Even 
in district tow’iis the CPTtMi c.indi- 
dares got less votes than the Lon* 
p-esstll. After the Assembly elec¬ 
tions a CFiiMl leader had proc¬ 
laimed (hut though (heir support 
had gone down in the uritan areas 

At a recent meeting of the 
Left Front committee a 
Forward Bloc representa* 
tive posed a question: 
"When will the CPI(M} 
stop attacking the work* 
ers of the other Left Front 
partners in the villages?’* 


th«ir wisition was Intact in rural 
West Bengal. The Congressd) se¬ 
cured about 25 per cent of (he votes 
in rural West Bengal during the 
1982 Assembly eluciiim. During the 
p^ncha.vur eiccdons they secured 
mtirc than 3S jx-r cent t)f voces in 
(he villagCH of the Mate Their posi¬ 
tion would have l>een much belter 
had ihe leadership lioon more able. 
The state PCC(I) leadership man 
aged ihc p.incAaeat electiun much 
more efficienrly than in the last 
Assembly elect Ions Even then it 
was evUfeni rhat the pariv could 
nut inufch ihe CFUMN mganisa- 
tionul ahditios in iur»il Bvngul. 
However, the res nils ol the pan* 
cfuTivi elections have crK on raged 
(he Congressfli iii the ••tatv 
What reininns to lie seeti is him 
the CHMMi i-* going to tackle this 
situation. Piomode D.isgiipia Is no 
mine oti the scene: Mi .Ivuti Basu 
unH Mime other muiioi leadcrsolihe 
CFliMi are not keeping good 
liiMlih. the oig.ukisaiton u( (he low¬ 
er level is now I at gel y dominated 
bv self seekers with a large noiiihcr 
ol dedicated wotkets having been 
edged our of (he party. Thus, ilte 
CFkiMl. It appears, will have to luce 
this new poiuical slniniion with a 
w’c-akio leadership und a less cohe 
si VO oigunisalioti. 

The patty, howevei. has ma¬ 
jor advantage winch it has been 
eilioving for the past stS vvuis the 
ni.iiii opposition pally in (he state, 
the (’oiigiessi 1 1 . is si ill a disoig.i 
iiKud foue PartV k-adcis aie 
changed rieipieollv bv (he high 
comm and, the woikurs ,ne uncer- 
lain iilMuii the policies nf (he party, 
and though (lie piesviii PCCih 
leadi I'ship h.ns m.inaged (he pini- 
</ra.ia( elections with a certain 
aimoini ul effuieiicy, it is not 
known fot how long these leadeis 
will be in power During (lie last 
Assi-mhly sdeiiioiis. it was Mi Cha 
Ol Khan Ch<nHlhijiv who had man¬ 
aged the election campaigns; for 
(he iKtni hayar elect ions. Mt Prana b 
Mukhcnp(‘ was pin in chaige But 
most of the stair Congiessil) work- 
4-1 s dn mil know lor how long Mr 
Muklierii'e will con 11 mi e to look 
afiei the affairs (»f llu- pariv in the 
Mate. Already, foices oppiised to 
Mr Mfikheip^' have stalled cam¬ 
paigning against him 

Yet. most n( the votes that the 
Cungresslli reielied during the 
paiich^var elect ions weiv iiegaiiw 
votes: those casi by people wim 
were disillusioned with the CFUMr 
But Ihe impoiiaiit tjiiestion Is: Will 
(be Ciingressili \h‘ able to luin to 
its advantage, in future, iho grew 
ing anii-CPKMi feeling in the rural 
Ul ea.s? 





SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Who is to blame 
for the Punjab crisis? 



D un UK A ruii'iU visit t(» Pun 
liib, I found much tu c;uise 
«inpn*ih dnJ make me feel 
ushiimcd uf being u Pun 
jahi. K«ir Uki manv rhcn^N 
)i»v« pn foiiletl up culminacinp in 
ihc me.s« thui one Th^ie is no 
^iinKlc factor whub can be idem died 
UH ibe solo CHiiseor even the starimg 
(Anne of what Ims pone wrong, (bven 
aU (hut, i( winild he a mistake to lose 
:nKhl of the fact that, nuiwulivtand* 
ing the negntive developments, the 
people of Punjab have retained ilicii 
^^nse uf perspvctJve. Patiala issvmp* 
tiimtitic of what the malcontentH arc 
ca \i a b I c uf 1 1 o j np a n d I h c urgen i need 
to curb (livir prupenMtie^. But tho 
piompt manner in which Sant IrOn* 
gowaJ und Or Baldev Ihakash spnke 
nut to de noil net this disgrace to the 
fair rtamt of IHmjab stands out »n a 
beacon of iio|Hv 

Ktfhgiou*< demaiidN apart, the polo 
tical and ecunomTc moes raised by 
the Akali Dal art the offshoots of the 
manner in which the reorganisation 
of the Punjab State was im 


By RAJENDRA SAREEN 

plemvnied in It is unfortunate 
Iv true I hat none of those conceined 
with I his issue at that time gave 
much (huughi to its implkations. Be 
it the then union home minister. 
Gulaarilal Nanda. or (he state chief 
minister. Ram Kishan, the two Akali 
factions led hy Sant Patch Singh and 
Master rara Singh or the Arya 
SjmjJisis and orher s|Kikesmen of 
Hindu opinion in Hun tab—all uf 
(hem conducted (he debate on this 
immensvly vital question with a 
casualness that was truly apiMlling 
Hiere was 4 toial indifference to the 
longterm consequences ’ of the 
arrangements lieing worked out. But 
It IS jbsuIntely incorrect to trace n to 
nn antnStkh bias in the governmcni. 

I know from personal knowledge, 
having dealt with the matter as an 
officci of (he Hiinjab government, 
that to whatever extern the arrange* 
ment worked out in 1%€ failed to 
saiistv the Sikh aspirations, ihc re¬ 
sponsibility rested primarily with 
the Akali leaders because they failed 
(0 speak out with clarity and preci* 


—- i - 

Sion on what ihuy warned done. Sant 
Fateh Singh had gone abroad pre* 
cisely at a time when crucial issuer 
relating to the future of the new 
Punjabi state were in the making. In 
his absence nobody could speak with 
auihnrity and finality because the 
other leaders were badly split among 
themselves and for some ten weeks 
or so there was no unanimity among 
the Akali leadership as to whether 
there should Ihs u larger Punjabi 
speaking state or a more restricted 
aiea 10 ensure ^ikh majoriry. 

h IS true that the role of Mr 
(tuluriial Nanda was nor worthy of 
his position as home minister of 
India He wai: motivated by jH'try 
considerations and felt that ihecrea* 
non of a Haryana state would pro¬ 
vide him with a ficfdom to promote 
his political interests, And now a 
situatici. has developed where we 
are (cufrunted with acrimonious 
political wrangles over peripheral 
matters which should not have been 
allowed to develop if only everybody 
had acted with a sense of responsibii* 
ity in a straightfoiward and honest 
manner. In the event, there is a 
strong care for a detailed re¬ 
examination of the issues raised by 
the Akali Dal and even a stronger 
case to satisfy the Sikhs. But if it is 
not to be an exercise in futility, the 
Sikh leaders will have to ponder over 
the Implications of (he content of 
their demands and (he consequences 
of their approach if we are not to 
stumble into another series of coun¬ 
terproductive sulutious. . 

Viewed frtim that angle, it is wrong 
and unjustified to dismiss the im- 
porrance of seeking an assurance 
n^m the Akalis that after (heir de¬ 
mands have been met they would 
take a firm stand against secession¬ 
ists and others who and a safe haven 
in the gurdwaras after committing 
murders and worse. The Akali 
ambivalence on this issue is a serious 
cause for concern and has very ex- 
pliMive smplicaHons. 

For some 3S years, the Puiuebis 
have taken far ton many things 
for granted and it comes as a shock 
to them that the process has come to 
a dead end. It is the moment of (ruth 
for Punjab and as such it is some¬ 
thing to be grateful about Jnesinuch 
as the deteriorating situation has 
brought us to a point where there is 
no ^ternative except to purge 


$anf Bhindranwa/e in «vnsuirarioii wirA his fo/towers, radical feadeishrp 


60 













s 


% 


oumIvM of dogonerative atrimdet 
a$ 9 result of which we are in the 
present mess. 

It is clear to me beyond a shadow 
of doubt that whatever is in the 
interests of the Sikhs cannot be 
detrimental to the nation. It is a 
measure of the general decline in 
our sensibilities and capacity to look 
at things in the proper perspecrive 
that the problem of Hindu Sikh rela< 
tions in Punjab is loosely discussed 
in terms of what goes vaguely under 
the title of Khalistan, and parallels 
are drawn with the pre-partition 
days of the 1940a. This attitude has a 
considerable lor to du with the cub 
lapse of comprehension and integri* 

g among our political functionaries. 

dually I the collapse of the soiial 
value system has had an impact on 
the level uf cumiwtence in handling 
ih« political affairs of the state. The 
paralysis uf the poJmcdl processes is 
the root cause of the malaise. It i% 
symptomatic of the present style n( 
politics that the hurrthle Patiala incj> 
dents had their linkages with fac* 
tional politics in the Punjab Con* 
gross Obviouslv politics has become 
impervious tu human misery. 

F^r rhe Hindu.^ of Punjab to fight 
against the erosion of u traditional 
value system which lias Fouled up rhe 
state's socio>i>oliiical environment as 
an issue of their own actional 5ur 
viva! cannot but create confusion 
and prevent rhe basic issues from 
beingclvarly defined end convidcred 
in jHsr.s pec live. For (he .Sikhs to work 
themseWs up into a psychosis that 
their sociu'jeiigjcjus existence rs in 
jeopardy is the ultimate in the loss of 
perspective and collapstf of <eff' 
confidence. There is a strung need 
fur an adequate study of the various 
dimensioas uf the issues involved 
and the process through which the 
two communities have gradually 
reached the present level of aliena* 
non and the factors responsible for 
the virtual paralysis of the political 
processes in Punjab to determine 
what has gone wrung with it and 
how. 


The loss of direction and sense of 
purpose has resulted in an aimos* 

P here of drift. The aunosphorc in 
unjab is something closer lb what 
Guru Nanak raised his voice against 
and iou|ht to correct through his 
message. Equal^ relevant in the 
present (ime.^ is Guru Go bind Singh *s 
message of collective struggle to up* 
bold a framework of value system. 
The sum total of Sikh phiJosopFiy and 
thought represents the best that the 
Punjabis are capable of evolving fur 
social reform end process. There is 
no need to look lorther afield for 
solutions to our problems. Those who 
talk of a Hindu onslaught against 
Sikh values do not knnw what they 
are talking about. It is a measure of 
their incapacity to comprehend the 
objective realities both at the con* 
cepeuaJ and social levels. It may not 
be their intention but there is some* 
thing apoetatic about the manner In 


The Sikhe who talk of ''an 
organised attempt to deci* 
mate and liquidate the 
Sikhs" and their Hindu 
counterparts who speak 
with ominous vengefulness 
of the "Hindu backlash" are 
driven by a death wish 
which bodes ill for Punjab 
and its people. 


which 'vome of the >cc(atian high 
l>nv^iN arr sofktng to misinieiprei 
(he basic tenvM of Sikh fmih. Synih* 
esis and homogeneity through ihe 
concept of carhoJicity of outlook and 
oneness of humanity weie the prin¬ 
cipal conlhburion^ of Sikhism A 
contrary diicction K altogether re* 

e 'Ugnant lo the bavic tenets of (he 
aUh. 

Politics however, iiivanahly du 
torts both history and religion. In the 
coniompurdry ^ituullOll. a majoi new 
development is ihe emergence of e 
wellHiigamsed extremist group with 
the avowed objet'tive of escalating 
trouble and sahoiaging (he prospects 
of a setrlement. I am very icluctant 
to make allega(ion:i hut there is 
enough emjurjcal evidence to indi¬ 
cate (he possihihtv of the cxtremist.>< 
being Huvcepiible (o manipulation by 
outside influences In any event, the 
motivanon uf the extremists is frank 
ly seccssiiKiist. 

D uring the laM two years whenev 
er the situation moved cJuM*r lo 
a solution thsnc has been a sudden 
spun in theexiiemiic activiiv. with a 
matching haideiiing of (he author* 
itie.s* attitude I'he Akali leaders 
have a grievance rhal if they soften 
their stand, the government loses 
intercsi in serious necotiations and 
when their stand hardens, the off) 
cial argument is that no wtilcment 
can be worked out under pressure. 
Nevertheless, the fact remains that 
the extremists are not at all in¬ 
terested in a solution bur escalaiion 
of coniJict. Either the extremists 
have imposed their*jiiews on the 
A kali leadership or in the event of 


Punjab is virtually at the 
crossroads. Its future over 
the next decade or two wifi 
hinge on the turn the lead¬ 
ership takes. It is not the 
first time that Punjabis are 
so placed. But on no earlier 
occasion have the negative 
elements been so pro¬ 
nounced as they are today. 


their b^ng unsucceasfuf » hatiag^ 
their way, they have independently 
taken recourse to violence to blight 
the chances of a settlement. The 
dastardly killing of DIG Atwol and 
the long line ol murders that pre* 
ceded It is a case in point. 1 was 
shocked to hear u prominent Akali 
leuder arguing that those who killed 
Mr Aiwal were noi criminals because 
rhe deceased was a “sinful” man 
having harmed the Panthic cause 
and tlierefore bis killing was in the 
dischorge of a “religious ubligarion." 
The pressure mountod on the Akali 
leadership to call for (he disruption 
of the Asiiid was siilJ enoiher. The 
mobi lisa non of the ex-servicemen to 
organise and mastermind the de¬ 
fiance of the government and nut*so- 
vciled indications that the recourse 
tu violence was not rulud out are 
serious ciidiraiors of the realiiies on 
the ground. Each one of these has 
Iwen responded to by the authorities 
and we hove had unconscionably 
ghastly SKuoiions such as the li¬ 
quidation of suspected extremists, 
interference with the right of move* 
mem of Sikhs travellmg thruush 
liuiyana on their way to Delhi, the 
unfortunate Iovh nf life in the rusts 
rf>ki> stir and numerous other inci* 
denis which hurt and humiliated the 
Sikhs not nil of whom wore political 
•igiiators. The jioini of the matter is 
that if polititv is reduced to a level 
where political action through ifis* 
cossion stands ruled out and bellige- 
roni violation uf law and police ac¬ 
tion by the authorities becomes the 
norm, then it cannnt but foul up the 
atmosphere and impede the evolu¬ 
tion of a Mtlloment based on good¬ 
will and undci standing. This is some- 
rhlng which (he poliiical leaders as 
weiJ ds the govenimeiii authoiiries 
have hoih to bear in mind. 

The press in Punjab, barring (he 
Tnbuneand some ideologicuUy com¬ 
mitted party orgads of the Left, 
stands acutely polarised alone com 
munal linos as instruments of Hindu 
end Sikh extremes with conflict as 
(he point of reference. The aliena¬ 
tion of the (wo communities is fully 
reflected in the intemperate and 
irrational articulation of their views 
on contemporary issues and historic¬ 
al retrospect. A representative com¬ 
pilation of this may servo (he same 
purpose as is done by the films 
depicting horrors of irafhc accidents 
which the offenders are forced to sit 
through in certain cuuiitnes. Pre- 
sumablv not many among both Hin¬ 
dus and Sikhs are even aware of the 
deliberaie and coJculaied attempts 
to cause offence and emotional hurt 
by resorting to suppres^o veri su^- 
govt jo fshi. A compilation of thi< 
nature circulated to (he political 
leaders of various panies and the 
mediamen would serve to inhibit ihe 
exponents of communal views in 
their public expressions. This (Mng 
could also be usefully distributed 
among the Punjabi communities set¬ 
tled abroad. 

xt 



Rmtd hiwkAdc put up by Ak.ili tieniiutstntnrs. yriU vufJetK'e toivv pntbk'snsf 


S.inr Harchjnu Smf(h j« 

lcii<U'( oi the Mru|{Klc hii« a 
tremenduus rvspomiliility vu«r on 
his ^houldern. ir m c«sL*iiiiul ro |Mm* 
del ovi'i (he c<ms«gu«ncc'» of jIIoh 
( he pivsent unfortun^ce ^ntUfUiort 
(0 run i(<> fo^icjl course. In (he 192(H 
^(ab«l 1 nln Oiindhi w*is faced wich a 
siinihir dilemmu when (he uccuniu* 
Jjivd (in^er .ia<l fni^(rn(u)n of (he 
people of Chouri C ha lira h«id i^lven a 
(\jin (o (he freedunt n^ovefnenc which 
Wits coiutiiry to (he Mah.iima’s con¬ 
cept of nuM-viulence Unmindful of 
(he criticism of his colleagues, he 
called off (he stru|$gle rather than 
abdicate in favour nf the exiremists. 
Those who .tie nudging (he Akoll 
high coniMUMid to take an cicircmist 
po»iiir>n are pursuing objc'ciivcs 
which arc lotalty incapable of a 
solurum wjihm the framework of 
Indian nationalism. To allow them (o 
deieiniine (he course oi events Hill 
render the moderate Akuli lead* 
ershij) irrelevant. The resuh would 
throw Punjab into the vortex of 
conflict and conflagration which can 
tior hut leave serious scars on our 
future. But. wen allowma for the 
very wurxt (hey nre cupahTe of per 
petraiing, the exrieinists arc fwund 
to fail iH'Cdiisc n nation cannot be 
puiuJvsed (o the extent of causing a 
52 


Itreak-up bv a lunatic fringe. Bui the 
cotnmunity in whose name (hey act is 
Imniu] to 6c saddled wUh the debris 
of (he agitators' senselessness. When 
all i\ XU id and done, the Sikhs them¬ 
selves will not countenance (his mad 
venluie because there is hardly a 
family which does not have a stake In 
some place or the iglier outside 
Tuniab. 

The* Sikhs who talk of "an orga¬ 
nised attempt to decimate and li¬ 
quidate the Sikhs*' and iheir Hindu 
coutei parts who speak with umi 
nous vengefulness of the *'Hindu 
backlash" a re driven by a death-wish 
which bodes ill for Punjab and its 
people. If (he issue gets converted 
mio a secessionist attempt to cause 
dixintegratinn of the nation then all 
talk of a solution will have become 
altogether irrelevant. Whatever tlie 
failure.x uf the ruling patty and acts 
of omission and commission Yy the 
aulhoriliva, the nation will net idly 
stand by and let the secessionists 
have their way. 

The Funjahis, both Hindus and 
Bikhs. have been the principal be¬ 
neficiaries of the country's post* 
freedom power structure. Duriog the 
last 37 years, they have cirergcd ax 
(he largest single comm unity iKCupy* 
tng positions of trust and authoiUy* 


The schism that U begiitning to da* 
velop between the two cooiponancs 
of the Punjabis cannot but damage 
this privileged position. Once Pun¬ 
jab begins (o be seen as h cantanker¬ 
ous nuisance in the national context, 
the damage may be gradual but is 
bound to w pervasive. 

Punjab is virtually on the cros¬ 
sroads. Its future over the next de* 
cade or (wo will hinge on the turn 
the leadership takes. It is not the 
first time that (he Punjabis are so 
laced. But on no earlier occasion 
aw (he negative elements b^n so 
pronounced as they are today. 

In 1947, when millions of people 
divested of their property and pos¬ 
sessions trekked into free India, the 
whole country's resources were di¬ 
verted in 4 magnificent gesture to 
rehabilitate the victims of that his* 
toiical upheaval. An overwhelming 
portion OI (he Jrvelopmeni expendi¬ 
ture lietween 1947 and 1951 was 
earmarked for their rehabilitation. 
A^in. an overwhelming compunent 
01 the first five-year plan wqs cotn- 
mittod for (he creation of (he infras- 
(rucrure which made it possible for 
the hard-working Puniabls to mira¬ 
culously tranvfoim (he backward 
easi Punjab into the most prosper¬ 
ous area of the subcontinent. It was 
literally a case of dust turning into 
gold. 6ur efforts did it; but the 
cnnxsive diversion nf total nntinnal 
resources to the needs of Punjab 
created the opportunity. 

I n 1962, when the Chinese attacked 
India, peity-mtnded spiteful de- 
tractors accu.x'd S. Parr a p Singh 
Kairon of (i ying to project his poli¬ 
tical interexs (hiough massive mobi¬ 
lisation of contributions to (he 
National Defence Fund. Little did 
they lealise (hat Punjab's pioneering 
role under his dynamic leadership 
created such a massive goodwill for 
the slate throughout the country that 
va.s( oppunuisities opened up for the 
benefit of its people. Sardar Kairon 
had (he foresight (o perceive that in 
the given siiuorion (here would be 
vast expansion of the defence forces 
to safeguard the country's territorial 
iniegrity. So, he arranged (o run 
pre-selection (raining centres for the 
young men of the stare to give them 
an initial advantage over me candi¬ 
dates from other states in (he selec¬ 
tion of officers for the armed forces. 
He had neither demanded percen¬ 
tage reservations nor sought to in 
crcMse his leverage by threatening 
the re.xt of the c<iuntry In iis moment 
of need. Tlie rest of India appreci¬ 
ated what Punjab did under Sardar 
Kuiron's leadersJilp and the Putiiabis 
CO I Here J a disproportionately large 
-share of opportunities that 
veloped during the 1960s. Today 
Punjab gets approxiiuaiely R$. 400 
crore a year hy way of remittances 
representing pay and pensions of the 
defence personnel. 

By the end of the I9a0s agricultu* 
rai production was beginning to level 



. 'Tb#^# wbs Mriouf cxiawn 
ankofif tht p^opU of Punjftb tftr 
«fh«t would happen ro the ertte's 
pmperiry. Strcta Kairon set up en 
egrlcuUura] university at Ludhiana 
and expanded the scope of the His* 
ser agricultural college thereby 
creaiUif the infrastructure for bring* 
ing te^nology and scientific re¬ 
search to the aid of the Punjabi 
farmer. The extension services pro¬ 
vided by Hissar and Ludhiana 
ioneered the green revolution that 
roke through in the niid* 60 s. 

Once again, we have a situation 
where there are serious anxieties 
about whether Punjab can sustain its 
prosperity or nor. Anything that is 
good for the Sikhs cannot be bad 
either for the Hindus or lor the 
Punjab or, for that matter, for the 
nation as such. It is legitimate to be 
concerned but totally untenable to 
become belligerent and raucous, 
thereby destroying the very basis for 
securing smooth transition from one 
set of circumstances to another so 
that the state's vital interests are 
preserved and protected. The man¬ 
ner in which a controversy had been 
raised over Rajasthan's eniirlement 
to water is not only unfortunate but 
absolutely ruinous su far as Punjab's 
larger interests are concerned. 
Whatever the amount of water we 
can corner, it will not take us very 
far. The density of population and 
intensive agriculture in Punjab have 
Virtually reached a saturation point. 
The farmers of Punjab prospered 
during the Fifties and the oixties not 
by creeling conflicts and con* 
tcovarsies but by spreading out first 
to Ambala, Kama! and Hissar dis* 
tricts and later on the Terai area of 
UP If today new areas open up in 
Rajasthan, the opportunities will be 
as much for the benefit of the Pun¬ 
jabi fanners as for the prosperity of 
the state of Rajasthan. Rajasthan 
has a proud tradition of an open door 
policy which ought not to be put 
under strain. Bargaining is indicated 
for ensuring that the ninjabis are 
nut denied a share in the newly 
developed areas rather chan to ofv 
struct the process. 

The prosperity of Punjab during 
the rest of tnls century is not going to 
be based exclusively on agriculture. 
It is time not to raise controversies 
but to ponder and consider the 
thrust ol economic and technological 
developmaot during (he next two 
decades and then evolve a strategy 
to ensure that the headstart the state 
has is neither dissipaied nor ob- 
strucced. 

Punjab's prospenty has never had 
any linkage with prorectiooism. Ic 
has primarily emanated from unres¬ 
tricted opporeuniciee. The manner in 
which I^iebi subt demand was 
pressed and the haste with which it 
was inplemented in 1966 created 
aerious constraints for the people of 

a ab and these could have 
r curtailed the scope for their 
growth. The vast measure of good 
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win .'Punjab htiptd dsa people 
ride oeer the aftermath of the Pun* 
jabi ruba without any serious dam. 
age to their interests. Today, the 
state is saddled with the tangles 
arising out of the loose threads get¬ 
ting tied into knots because nobMy 
has the time dr the inclination to 
consider the consequences of what 
was being done. Now at least let the 
leaders work out the long tenn im¬ 
plications of whar they seek lest the 
people Mt into a blind alley all over 
again. There are people like Sardar 
Tarlok Smgh and Air Chief Marshal 
Arjan Singh who had reached the 
very top on the national scene and 
are dedicated to the interests and 
prosperity of Punjab. There are any 
number of lesser people at the mid¬ 
level who can perceive and work out 
a framework tor the protection of 
Punjab's interests, resources and 
prospects. Let them apply their 
minds and submit a blueprint to the 
leaders and people of Punjab. 

T o allow the situation to end up in 
conflict at this point will only mean 
conflict without purpose fur the sake of 
conflict. That » what the evtroBinis 
want This is whsi both the govern¬ 
ment of India and the AkaU leadership 
must not allow lo happen But ii is clear 
that even if there it an agreement 
between the government and the Akali 
Dal, U wouM be unpardonable to slide 
back Into complacency. Punjab seems 
set for a turbulent period ahead. To 
eUminafe the factors that contribute to 
(his unwholesome situation I suggest a 
serious study traversing the following 
points: 

1) To what extent has the Incipient 
tendency to work up communal feel- 
ings been responsible for iha polariha- 
lion in Punjab? 

2} A very s^emacic study should be 
conducted into the effect of socio¬ 
economic policies to exclude the unin¬ 
tended areas of stress for socio¬ 
economic groups- particularly the 
Sikhs. Has any lapse on the pari of ihc 
adminiatration, indeed, created a basis 
for grievance? 

i) A thorough examination of the arc¬ 
hives of the period relating to the 
enaciment of the Gurdwaras Act In 
1921 and the period 1940 lo 1947 to 
determine the assurances which wore 
held out to the Sikh leaders in re^rd 
to their position in India after inde¬ 
pendence. (he enactment of the Con- 
stiiution and the consultations and dis¬ 
cussions held with the representative 
Sikh leaders berwocn 1946 and 1951 in 
respect of the consdtutional provisions 
having a bearing on the position of the 
Sikhs. 

4) A historical resestreh study into the 
period precediof Maharaja Ranjie 
Singh; (Ito socioeconomic and religious 
impulMs which contributed lo the em¬ 
ergence of the Sikh empire, the poliiv- 
el structure which served the Punjabis 
■o weU during Maharaja Rxnjit Singh's 
lifetime and m factors that caused the 
collapse of the eniprre soon afier his 
demise; and. the nature and paiiem of 
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period wbea ^mjab waa ondht ^cn 
rliJe. 

5) A review of the economic and mIIcIc* 
al policies of the government or India 
after 1947 with special reference (o the 
Impact on refugee rehabUJtation. The 
polni to examine Is the Impact of the 
commitment of nationaJ resources for 
creating an Infrastructure in Pun¬ 
jab and TO what extene has it contri¬ 
buted to the prosperity of the state. 
The extent of commitment of resources 
during the first ten years of free India 
should be taken into account, in par¬ 
ticular, (he ratio uarmorked for Punjab 
and whether any discriminatory prefer¬ 
ences can he detecied in this regard. 

6) The attempts madg by successive 
Sikh Congress leaders to get a foothold 
in ihu SGPC through playing up cleib 
of ambiiiun and factional inflghts 
among Akalis. Why have the repealed 
efforis made by Congress and the Aka. 
lis to merge with each other comb 
unstuck^ 

7j The impulses which led the Hindus 
in Punjab to declare Hindi and not 
Punjabi as their mother tongue The 
linguisiic pattern in the suh-cominent 
and (he specific aspects of the problem 
in Punjab should be cxemined. 
g) A ctrmplere documeniacion of the 
contribution of the Sikhs to the free¬ 
dom struggle Most of the militant 
movements in Punjab were led or sus¬ 
tained by different groups of Sikh 
leuders What are the socio-economic 
factors responsible for the Sikh youth 
and InieUectualt nor coming out to play 
ihvir traditonal role m providing lead¬ 
ership in spheres social, Mientific and 
imellcctuai^ 

91 To what exieni is the prosperity of 
Punjab contingent the opportunities 
availed by (he Punjabis outside the 
state and what kind of linkages are 
iheic in this regard? 
tOl The cwusex of the decline of ihu 
iniellectual standards among the Hin¬ 
dus in Punjab. 

IJ) The factors which have contributed 
to the alienation among the two com- 
monitces. Is It that a clash of Interests 
has developed between tho two?OT.IsU 
that they have juat gut so used to each 
other that they are beginning to take 
each other foe granted? Could it b« ihat 
(here is a lack of perspective which is 
gradually aggravating into a state of 
mind? If so, what are the possible 
remedies? 

These are the probable sources of the 
trouble in Punjab. Any solution 
attempted in terms of personality fac* 
tor would leave the malaise intact and 
the state would continue to be vulner¬ 
able to frequent outbursts. Unfortu¬ 
nately. the problem ot Punjab tends to 
be debated at the level of the worst 
case assumption. Without any desire to 
understate the disturbing implications 
of the situations. 1 would like to say 
that the ground rcaliiies. dutressing 
though they are, du nut wartHtu the 
prophecies of doom ihaf are living 
advanced in <iMh pmilfir abundanct* 

t ( . 



The real threat 

to India 


rises have become the poU- 
lical diet of Mrs Gandhi. 
She laves them, ixiviies 
them, invents them, and it 
was a ver> revealing slip uf 
the tongue when, in an interview 
with Afdb Scw9 the other day she 
said, as report^, ^We have many 
problems on the anvil." On the anvil 
of her politics she has indeed ham* 
mered out many problems where 
others would have laboured to shape 
solutions instead. 

Why does she do so? At the end of 
■ diKussinn about Assam and Pun* 
jab in Sunday of 3 May I raised this 
question but at (hat time replied 
only (hat "there are many possible 
answers to this question, each more 
disturbing than the others." I left it 
at that because my purpose in that 
article was only to emphasise that we 
ourselves, and not some imaginary 
"foreign hand" as Mrs Gandhi 
alleges, ere responsible for (he 
dangerous crises we face in Punjab 
and Assam. Now I want to turn to 
some of these answers. 

Not all the problems are of Mrs 
Gandhi's making, of course. Anyone 
who occupied her place would nave 
many of (hem on his plate. But she is 
inclined to, or likes to, let the 
temperature of every problem rise to 
crisis level. For e long time the 
reason for this was assumed to be a 
psychological compulsion, a perso* 
nulity response to a setf^assumed or 
built up image. Because of the abuo* 
dint adulation offered her as "a 
woman of crisis," crises have become 
her favoured medium of action, like 
a school boy who constantly turns 
only to subjects which he ImIs he 
can handle well But this was never a 
total explanation and now is even 
less so. 

More hard'headed political cal 
cularions have taken over. It has 
become her strategy that one crisis 
or another should always be at hand, 
ready cooked, whenever needed. 
'Needed for what? That is the real 
question, and the answer she hes 
hammered out on her anvil is the 
real threat to India's peace, stability 
and unity. She wants to keep the 
country on the tenterhooks of con* 
rinuous crises because (hat leaves 
her options, both authoritarian and 
democratic, continuously open. 

Take a look at the first option first. 
A leader who wants to see himself 
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dressed in a capital also wants others 
to see him the same way, as the 
'Supreme Leader*. Both perceptions, 
his own and the people's, are 
assisted by two things: one. that he 
should be surrounded only by 
dwarfs: the other, a generaf and 
pervasive sense of insecurity which 
creates among the people a felt need 
for a strong leader as a shield against 
continuing inclemencies The first 
condition Mrs Gandhi achieved a 
long time ago. We have never had so 
many pigmies as cabinet ministers 
and as stalwarts of the ruling party 
a$ we have had since Mrs Gandhi 
become the Prime Minister and par* 
ly leader. Tlsere was a brief time in 
her leadership when this was not* so 
land (hat was when she was not only 
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powerful but great). But dwarfs and 
pigmies have Men almost her only 
companions ever since the imposed 
the Lmergency; aIn\oit the only ex* 
ceptions have been a few toughs and 
evil geniuses. 

The second condition she achieves 
as crises multiply and simmer and 
one or another always threatens to 
boil over. This creates excuses for 
many variations on the authoritarian 
option. The simplest is (he accumuia* 
tion of personal power, to which she 
has no objection at all. Procedures, 
conventions, the ambitions of col* 
leagMs or rivals, and all such con* 
straints upon personal power fall 
away, alike in tne eyes of the rulers 
and the ruled, if the pressures of u 
mounting crisis are. or can be mede 
to seem to be, convincing enough. 
Secondly, even the constraints ot a 
democratic constituUon fell away, as 
is proved by Mrs Gandhi's own re* 
cent history and the history of many 
crisiS'fidden countries of the third 
world. If survival can be convincing' 
ly showo to be at stake, no one 
Mthers too much about democracy. 
The lessons of the Emergency must 
be fresh in Mrs Gandhi's mind, espe* 
cially the relief with which many 
people greeted it as the answer to 
what they saw os chaos gathering 
around them. Quite possibly enother 
lesson she remembers is that it is a 
mistake to call elections only eight* 
een months after proclaiming 
Emergency. 

A sense of crisis also widens the 
democratic option for Mrs Gandhi by 
improvtt^ her electoral chances. In 
any realistic appraisal her present 
vote prospects should be a cause of 
some anxiety lor her. She has lost 
practically tbe whole of the South for 
long enoi^, if not forever, for her to 
abandon hopes of winning a strong 
base (here in a Lok Sabha election, 
which is in any case due no later 
than the beginning of 1985 and 
might have to be cmled quite a bit 
sooner (^n that. Sufficiently com* 

K osato^ gains in (he Hindi heart- 
id in the north are also unlikely In 
the present circumstances. Buc her 
prospects in the Hindi belt can 
change materially if she can arouse 
or rekindle the hurt or loir pride of 
"Aiyivaria** In the destiny m Hindu 
Indie. 

It has happened often that if a 
secessionist (Krtat develops in one 
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ptft'tf Ifei CMitwti or «r MViMof^ 
CRS M liadi wt chti it lw> 
<|«Mlop«d> oU or non octior pom 
bwd tOMtbor tfao notwao] 

c«nm is a mood of to imrUvo 
MtionaJ unity. Thij ii ospodaUf to if 
tb# ‘thrtat * (wbotbor ronJ or i b ■•in* 
■17 If •iiBOft inunarirltl in ihU con* 
tovt 10 loni ■< the threat ii cominc* 
iO| enou^). comet from a non* 
Hindu imnorin. Or from a ttate 
which if at the Indian periphery 
becaufi auch itatee are best eble to 


provoke a reaction from the special 

pride in the unin ol India, and the 
reipODsibility lor preservina it» 
which the Aiyavaruor the Hindi 
heertiand credits itself with. In this 


heertiand credits itself with. In this 
context the meeting on 14 May be* 
tween Mri Gandhi and Mr Charan 
Singh has a lot 61 meaning, the full 
extant ol which will revealTtiell only 
later on. 

Jt quite fits in with Mrs Gandhi's 
ambition of winning and retaining 
overwhelmrna electoral support in 
the Hindi heartland if credible 
threats to India's unity can be shown 
to have arisen in the areas which lie 
outside the core of the pnde of 
Aryavarta .areaslike Assam, Punjab, 
and the southern states. It is true 
enough, and tragic too, that a certain 
kind of threat can be honestly shown 
ru lurking in some of these areas. 
But the uneasiness which the throat 
arouses ccn be converted into votes 
for e 'Strong Leader* and a ‘Strong 
Central Government' only if the 
threat looms larger than life and 
'The Leader' can be seen to be the 
only force standing between India 
an<f chaos. 

A politician who recognises this, 
and Mrs Gandhi is astute cnou^ a 
politician to recognise it, would have 
to be a person of extraordinary recti* 
tude not to make an electoral invest* 
ment in the threat, that is, not keep 
it alive a little longer and looming a 
little larger then the reality warrants 
Of true statesmanship permits. 

Of course, the pride of Aryavartais 
largely a Hindu pride and indulging 
it beyond a point can cost Mrs Gan* 
dhi the traditionally pro*Congress 
vote of the Muslims, the other miniff* 
ities, and the hariians. But 1 would 
not be surprised ir Mrs Gandhi has 
already tagen ibis risk into account 
and come to the conclusion that 
while she would like to retain the 
support of the minorities as long as 
possible, with measures such as she 
nas proposed in her letter to the 
union home minister and other 
cabinet colleagues, she will jectiaon 
this support if she cannot retajn it 
along with her efforts to stoke up 
support among the Hindus of the 
Hindi heartland, which stretches 
from Jammu to the West Beogal 
border and south down to the Via* 
dbyes. This could also bring her the 
support of non*Hindi*speai{ing but 
Saaikritlaed Hindus of the non* 
Jflndi'ipeiklng areas. 

These are not idle calculations on 
ht part. They have paid off already 


m rasBb^ tad Himoa iAm the 
HiAdas me bar, and oot thb BJP or 
the Lok Del any kmger, as their 
protector againsi what they see is 
.Akali chauvinism. It is paying off in 
Jamnu, where the Hindu vote, in 
reaction to whet they see as the 
Muslim dominance of the National 
Conference, is moving away from 
BJP to the Congress (1). It is paying 
01 f in up, where Andhra and Kama* 
taka are seen as the latest wolves of 
a southern chauvinism first kindled 
by the Dravid parties of Tamil Nadu. 
Ir has paid her off among the Bengali 
voters in Assam (to the well- 
deserved humiliation of CPI Mk and 
it is coffipensaiing her for the toss of 
the vote of the Assamese Hindus, 
which is compensated already to 
some extent hy ihe dividends still 
paid there by the older policy of 
wooing the ininority vote. 

Jt is not very material for India's 
future as to whether Mrs <*andhi will 
or will not succeed in improving her 
electoral chance by stoking up an 
induced feeling uf insecurity. Bur 
what is maieri^ is that serious dan¬ 
gers for India are inherent in the use 
of such tactics. First uf all there i< 
the vei 7 real danger that an induced 
crisis, it it is allowed to drag our fur 
verv long because it is a convenient 
roof for manipulaling politics, might 

S et out of hand and becume a real 
anger, as the crisis in Assam did 
and the one in Punjab seems about 
to do. India’s national fabric is prob* 
ably strong enough to withstand the 
strain of its many problems, pro* 
vided these are guided towards 
rational solutions hy a wise, lolerani 
and accotninodKive leadership. But 
IS it also strong enough to withstand 
tension between regions, religions, 
lansuues end groups of various 
kinds it these are deliberately work* 
ed up by che leadership itself In its 
own narrow interests? 1 doubt that.. 

The second and a still mivre reui 
danger is that for the same reasons 
she may be tempted to manage ex¬ 
ternal politics in the same manner as 
the one which seems to be succeed¬ 
ing so well in domestic p«>Jitics--thjit 
is, use some existing problem of 
externa] relations, or create one if a 
convenient one is not available at 
present, and drag ii out and stoke it 
up to cenjure up a foreign threat to 
Indie. After all a foreig^ihreat, real 
orimagioary, is so much mureporent 
than any oomestic one can be in 
rallying the country behind ‘The 
Leader.’ Bui it can also be more 
dangerous in its consequences. Ii 
may be difficult enough to keep a 
tight control on the drama of a 
domestic crisis, in which all the 
actors are within India's domestic 
juriWiction. Bui the drama of an 
external crisis might prove to be a 
different kettle oT fish. It would be 
tragic if Indian public opinion did 
not waka up to the dangers uf these 
dramas, which can be more serious 
than anything a "foreign hand" can 
throw af4ih4t us. 
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Indian Tube:The lifeline that 
touches all our lives. 



That's how we see 
ourselves. 

Wherever people 

are. 

To them, wo bring 
food, water, fuel and 
power. 

And make their 
leisure, pleasurable. 

For nearly thirty 
years, which make us 
one of the oldest tube 
manufacturing 
companies in the 
country Indian Tube has 
been Involved In almost 
every ma|or national 
effort towards self* 
sufficiency. 

Agriculture, 
transportation, thermal 
power generation, 
petroleum exploration, 
nuclear research. 

Major plpehoas 
const ructeo from 
hundreds of miles of 
tubes made by us 
traverse the land to 
bring a better life to its 
people. 

Unsean and unheard. 

But very much 
there, fust lixe the veins 
end e/terles of our 
bodies. 
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Karnataka peasants 
might agitate 




Hagde: pfoblemt 


When comes lo 
problems the 
Party 

Hegde 

seems to have much in 
‘ common hb Con* 

grcssCl) predecessor 
iCernareke. Both 
' 1 earned public displea* 

\ ^ ii'p^ I ^or demolition 

r f‘ ^ ' drives undertaken by 

I i' the Bangalore Develop* 

I / I ' ment Authority (BDA). 

I />' __ U * .Mr Hegde will also soon 

Um»Am. have to face the wrath 

Sa^ g^b/ewa__ ^ farmers. Penis. 

tent agitation by farmers was Cundu Rao's nightmare. 
But (he Janata government's warning that th^ would 
attach the property of (he rvots if dues were not 
paid by the end of June, will in all possibility cause an 
upriting. led by the Karnaieka Rajya Reitha Sangha. 
Ironically during Cundu Ran's tenure, the ryots were 
backed bv the Janata Party and this fact was included 
even in tne eletiion manifesto of the party. Naturally 
farmers are feeling betrayed. 

The rise of a MISA detenu 

Mr K.K. Murthy, former controversial chairmen of the 
Bangalore Development Authority (BOA) who has an 
amating ability to go places has now surfaced as 
chairman and managing director of the ConsreM <1) 
backed Karnotoka Journals and Publications fVt. Ltd 
which publishes the rxme.s of Deccan. Ptm Frabhutvj 
and Chftradeepa. It is a well known fact that the group 
is financed by ax chief minister Cundu Rao and 
Vccrappa Moily, the leader of the Confess (I) Legisla¬ 
ture Party. What is the reason for Mr Murthy's hold on 
the Congress (I) leadership? One speculation is that he 
knows more than he should have known about the 
dealings of Gundu Rao and Veerappa Moily, who were 
in power when Mr Murihy was trie BDA chairman. 
Another mure plausible speculation is that he is acting 
as peace maker in the Mi>i1y*Rao tangle. No small 
achievement this for Mr Murthy, who was held under 
MlSA during (be Emergency. 

Kerala dissidents form 
Social ist Cultural Forum 

The rhief :TU..:"tcr K. Xaiiinrkar.'^n, who ts 

fi^t‘::g v't:h his bav!', to the *. '811 'orccs ftut^ij*r 

his par'y will soon havo to contend •''itt the mo-*(('rc 
dissident porcr wirhin his party For the Jasr one yt3r 
Ml KarnnakT'cn min\g*.”i to stifle the ^.U3i6en*.z but 
flrolly, af'pr gathorng onorgb strength they have 
raisH the flag of revolt. The distidcnuhave only one 
MLA. Mr Jose Kutriyani to hack them. Ifnlike In othei 
siuiu), in Kerala the dissidents have foimed a SvtialUc 
Cultural Forum as a cover for their aciiviiles.Mr A.A 
Kochunni has been elected chairman of the Sl*mcmi>er 
executive committee of the forum which includes Mr 
Mullapalli Ramachandran (he former Kerala Youth 
Congre$s(f) chief who was removed by Mr Karunakar- 
an. As their first statement shows, their grouse stems 
from a feeling (hat loyalistshavc been neglected in 
order co win (he pleasure of the newly admitted A. K. 
Anthony and4)is men. 


Maneka Gandhi may soon 
gain a foothold in Maharashtra 


Maneka Gandhi's visit to Vidharbba has created 
ripples and surprisi^ly even some Congressfl) leaders 
have expressed their surpnse and envy at the crowds 
she has been drawing. The latest form of political 
abuse in Congressff) circles in Maharashtra is to dub 
Congre$s<l) members who do not toe the line as 
'Maneka's people'. Recently in Nagpur when the 
deputy chief minister Ramrao Adik's meeting was 
continuously interr^ted he shouted: **1 know you are 
all Meneka*s men ” to which tha workers larer replied: 
*‘!f he had not been made deputy chief minister he 
would have been in Maneku's camp.** The Congress (S) 
leader Sharad Pawar, meanwhile has decided to take 
advantage of Maneka Gandhi's popularity in Vidai* 
bha. He sent his conlidanteiOatta Meghe.tv meet her. 
Maneka Gandhi, who saw in this just the opportunity 
to gain a foothold In Maharashtra told Mr Meghe: '‘My 
meetings in Vidharhha are four times larger than that 
of .Sharad Pa war's. Why don't we work together?" 
Sharad Pawar has given the nod and hopes io cash in 
on her cruwd*pulling potential in Vidharbha. 

IB sleuths shadow minister's son 

The intelligence branch has prepared a fat dossier on a 
union minister's son simply because someime in (he 
Prime Ministers secreiariat thought (hat he could bo a 
pntent threat to Rajiv Gandhi. What alarmed the PM\ 
aides were the links which this minister's son, a 
Muslim who has been educated abroad, ha.s with one of 
Mrs Gandhi's bitterest udvervaries, H.N. Bahuguna. 
The 16 sleuths were therefore put on his trail to 
monitor where he went, whom ho met and generally 
what he did. The reports cannot becomplemeniai^fur 
the unsuspecting minister’s son. for the IB officials 
were deafly briefed about what the political bosses 
wanted them to report 

Karunakaran vs RSS 

The UDF ministry in p— ———*—■■■ — i 
Kerala has launched a 
massive crackdown on 
the RSS sparking off a 
battle (hat will have 
far'reaching consequ* 
ences. The chief minis* 
ter K. Karunakaran has 
ordered a strict watch 
on RSS activities. A 
serfrj t* raids wer : can* L 
duricB recently on RSS | 
offices including its I 
headx^iidrten in Cochin £ 

frorn v/hrie the editor K„„npi-„an. deie,«iiw(/ 

and -ssjstsnr editor of ^ ——--— 

the RSS journal Jgnmabhoomi were arrested About 
100 RSS niOTi were arrested from Cochin alone Mr 
Karunakaran's wrath against the RSS in due not only 
(V the tense communal situation in the state but also 
because he feels that the attempt to prevent him from 
entering the Guruvayoor lempic was RSS inspired. In 
a recent interview with Siinijav he had said that he 
would use force if the RSS tries to vitiate the ormos 
phere in the state. The onlv factor that will hampei 
(hU crusade against the RSs.whose strength has been 
burceuoing in the state, is the Natumul Demoi r,t 
tic ranv» a partner of (he ministry which hasas<k|t 
comer for tho RSS. 
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NEWS: NATIONAL 


er, (he electioo commission went 
ahead, relying on the allegations of 
rhe Congres^l) and ignonog the 
slate Mvernment’s re^rts on the 
alleges malpractices in the elec* 
tions. In a reply to Mr Bahuguna^e 
letter, on ) June, the secretary of rhe 
election commission. Dr R, P. Bhalla. 
in fact, defended the visit to Jatnmu 
and Kashmir by (he home seci'etary, 
Mr Charurvedi lie also referred to 
the visii by Chaturvedi to (he 
Carhwul parliumcncury constituency 
in May 19$Z. when Mr Bahuguna was 
0 candidate. To this Mi Buhiiguna 
retorted by feplying to the commis* 
Sion uri ^ June, aKking ii to refer to 
its records, where n would he found 
that when Mr Chaturvedi went to 
(>arhwHl, foliowing a protest by Mr 
BahugMiio. the (ben chief election 
commivsioner, Mr .S. L. Shakdur, 
had staled that ihe humv >ecre(iiry 
hud not l>een sent hv the election 
coinmHsiun to Carhwal. Mr ChaiuT' 
veiir^ visit on the electiun aimmis* 
sion's liehaK to Ka>hmir, therefore. 
Mr Hahuguna felt, showed a change 
in the attitude of the election com 
mission. Mi Bahugima told hCNOAY 
I hot if the ckcrion commission he 
lieved that there was violence in 
Kashtnic, then tr ought to give (he 
exact figures uf ihe victims of tho 
violence, to the people. In ihu abs 
enie of such data. Mr Bah u gun a ^elt. 
the dllegations were nut suhsianti* 
uted. csjK'ciaUv as the state go vent* 
(Rent h.id not confirmed them. 

TheCoiigivsstil has alleged larges- 
cale rigBing in the Valley. Its conten¬ 
tion IS that while in Assam {where it 
foi med the government) and in Jam¬ 
mu (where it swept the polls), the 
elecfions were fair, in Kashmir val¬ 
ley where the Congressd) was 
routed, (here were malpiactices. 
Such reasoning can come only from u 
party winch has faith m something 
which certainly does not qualify as 
"democracy." The CongressilVs de¬ 
feated candidate iii the Srinagar Lok 
Sabha byeleciion, Mnhd Slufi 
Qureshi and i(s two ace poll- 
nan aeers sent from New Dellii-^Mr 
Arif Mohammad Khan and Mr Chu- 
lam Nabi Asad—have produced bal* 
lot papers which they a^l^ed^ reco¬ 
vered from National Conference 
workers. But by some miracle, while 
these erranc National Conference 
workers were overmwered by the 
Coflgressfl) men and (he ballot pap 
ers snatched from (hem, the Con- 
gressfl) could not produce these 
workei s. nor did it lodge e complaint 
wiih (he police. Are wre to believe 
thai after (he billot papers tvere 
seized, (he National Conference 
workers disappeared into rhin air? 
There ere too many loopholes in the 
ballot papers' seizure story, us there 
are in the CongreiilD's allegatiom 
rgMrdine violence. 

The elWtion commisiioo ordered 
repoll and recounting in many seats 


ELECTION COMMISSION 


Dual standards? 


A change of attitude at the Kashmir polls 
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la the Metftakia# 

ihe Uct$ frem fht chief electoral 
officer of Jaaunu end Kashmir. It 
suspended the district raeumuig 
officer of Doda (an IAS officerK even 
before holding an enquiry ioto the 
<)Jegaii<)n« against him. And this was 
done after a central minister, a Coo- 
gress(I) observer, bad assaulted the 
wficer who sustained a head injury. 

The election commission derives 
its power in Jammu and Kashmir, 
not under the provisions of the Con* 
stJtution of India but under the con- 
slicucion of the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir. If the state Assembly wants 
to do so. then, by a voce of two-thirds 
maiority, it can take away the pow¬ 
ers from the election commission 
and amioini a separate body ui the 
state. The National Conference is in 


Madras: The Tamil Nadu press finds 
itself at a culde-sac in its bid to 
achieve a measure of freedom. After 
miming some seemingly demucratic 
norms, chief minisrer M. C. 
Remechandran has now made ic very 
clear that the amended Section 292- 
A of the Indian Wnal Code (If^) is 
here to stay. There is no question of 
repealing this accursed TN Press 
Act. 

Even more than MGR. the press¬ 
men of Tamil Nadu are euilry of 
systematically betraying their own 
cause. The body of Journalists in this 
state is cleaved into equally repre¬ 
hensible sections--<>n the one hand 
are a few trusted lieutenants of the 
CM masquerading as the conscience- 
keepers of the press world, and on 
the other are the slightly conserve 
tive pressmen who. unfortunately, 
are utterly ineffectual. 

It may be recalled that In Sepiem. 
ber 1991, the TN government issued 
an order amending Section 292-A of 
the IPC to make scurrilous and 
obscene writing a cognisable and 
non-bailable ofrence. It became the 
TN Amended Act 13 in 1982. The 
redoubtable provisions of this Act 
were invoked on several occasions to 
put journalists behind bars., The 
uMK dailies were the main target of 
this powerful weapon. One must con¬ 
cede that some of them do publish 
such scandalous stories that they 
certainly should not be allowed ro go 
KOt-free. But action can be taken 
against them for defamation ihsder 
Section SCO IPC; there was no need 
for an Act that provides ample scope 
for misuse. But taking recourse to 
S^rlon SCO is too long-winded and 
weak for the MGR goveromeni 
which appean to draw its strength 
from latArs and Ixk-ups. 

Dr Jaganniih Mishra. Bihar’s CM. 
had Introduced this Act in his home 
stale end thus was born the Bihar 


a poaftlo0 toiak* eueh a drank sM 
today. Om only hopes that the ut- 
temess created by the aas of t^ 
cencral government, the elecciun 
commission and tbe <^ngress(i) will 
not drive Dr Farooq Abdullah to 
such drastic steps. Already there is 
talk in the Valley that tbe state 
Assembly should amend the con- 
siiiutioD and revert to the old system 
of Sadar-E-Riasat and l^me Minis¬ 
ter. which prevailed till 19S6. The 
CongressdJ's sectarianism has 
pushed Dr Abdullah into the opposi¬ 
tion fold m nauonai politics. It is 
hoped (hat Di Farooq Abdullah will 
not be dnven to extreme measures 
now, but will keephU larger national 
role in mind. 

Shohhabrata BhatUcharyt 


Press Bill. Its fate is now history. The 
undaunted pressmen of Bihar suc¬ 
ceeded in abmtngthe Bill by waging 
a relentless banfe In Tamil Nadu, 
where the ignoble Bill originated, 
the only repercussion of the Bihar 
pressmen’s agitation was MGK's 
announcement that a committee 
comprismg press representatives 
and govemmeni offKials would be 
form^ to review the Act. A govern¬ 
ment order No. 2401, dated 17 
September. 1992 stated: 
’’Apprehensions have been express¬ 
ed 10 this connection that rhe provi 
sionsTKiw amended are unduly narsh 
and as such as to impinge on the 
freedom of the press...wiih a view to 
going into all aspects of this question 
in depth and making recommenda¬ 
tions to (he government, the govern 
ment constitutes a committee with 
the minister for information and reli- 

f ious endowments as chairman.'’ 

he committed was to have eight 
members, five being government 
officials belonging to rhe home and 
law departments and the orhm three 
from the.newspaper industr^^ne 
representative of newspaper ^itors. 


MGR: winding tbe 



one repreadnctfiv* oi 
proprietors and one representanve 
of working journalists. 

While making this magnanimous 
announcement which u|:^arvd to 
give the impression that the TN 
government was, at last, buckling to 
p^ular dissent, the information 
minister. Mr R. M. Veerappan, de¬ 
clared at a press coniarenca that the 
press representatives would be 
chosen within a week. But nothing 
happened for almo&i a month. Finer 
ly. on l.S September a government 
order No. 2S80 was issued in which 
seven members belonging ’to the 

G ross were appointed. They included 
tr P. Sivantni Adichan of Dinn Than- 
thi, Mr R. Krishnamurthy of Dinama- 
iar, Mr Valampuri John of rhai, Mr 
T. R. Kamatwamy of Makkal Kurel, 
Mr C. S. Jayaraman of Jimdvsian 
Time*, Mr V. C. Prasad Rao of T^mes 
Of India and Mr G. Chandrasakhar 
of Mian Express. Although the com¬ 
mittee members were requested lo 
submit their recommendations with¬ 
in a month of their anpoinrment, (he 
committee is yet to do so even afiar 
nine months. The committee has met 
only once—on 30 Dciober 1992— 
when most of the memhers claim to 
have demanded nothing short of re¬ 
pealing the obnoxious Act. Nothing 
nas happened since. The committee 
members ceriamly seem to be guilty 
of one thing—the perpetuation of n 
farce. 

MGR, characteristically, blurted 
out in the course of an un.tcheduled 
press mnference that he would nor 
repeal the Act because the govern¬ 
ment required e sword to defend 
Itself against the pen. Many of tho 
pressmen present thought it a witty 
remark: nobody painted out that 
what the TN government has. is a 
Damocles sword. 

Still, MGR's statement caused a 
furore. If there was no questinn of 
repealing the Act. then why have a 
committee at all. The hollawnes.s of 
MGR's democratic norm^ was 
brought to the fore. Two press mem. 
bers of the committee resigned. As a 
rejoinder to the CM’s declaration, 
the pressmen on the committee sent 
a letter to Mr Veer^pan seeking, 
what can only be construed clarifica¬ 
tion^ whether MGR’s stand reflects 
the opinion of the government. 
Moreover, the letter refers to the 
’’reported*' statement of MGR, as if 
the pressmen were not sure them¬ 
selves whether MGR had indeed said 
it or not. This, despite the fact rhat 
UNI had creeded the stoiy and the 
Ttmes of iadia in its 26 May issue 
had published a Madras daielined 
story from its special correspondent 
regarding this matter. The letter also 
makes an unnecessary mention of 
(he 1960 Act that was the genesis of 
the 292-A during (he time of the (hen 
CM. K. Kamaraj. One can only con¬ 
clude tbit there is an Insidious 
attempt to shift the blame form MGR 
to Kamaraj. 

As Mr Veerappan did not bother to 
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Sword against the press 





Bombay: Thirteen students belong 
ing to the Vidyarthi Praeiti Sanghe* 
tana (VPSJ and the Andhra Pradesh 
Radical Students* Union, who went 
to spend their vacations with the 
p<»ver(y«stricken tribals of Gadchir- 
oli. spent 23 davs in police custody 
instead, and only 12 days with the 
tribals. This amply illustrates the 
terror that is spread by the Mlice in 
this newest of districts in Maharash* 
Ira. Sanober Aspandiar. a young 

Women tendu worJrers: exploited 


lawyer who went to Sironcha to get 
the 13 students released on ball of Rs 
1.000 each on one charge, said that 
there were two charges against them 
under Section 117 and M2. Under 
Section U7 they were accused of 
making inflammatory speeches and 
singing revolutionary songs and 
under Action 302 they were accused 
of opening fire on State Reserve 
Police 4SRlr>^an incident which had 
occurred on 1$ March f$S3. Ms 


ns|kMid to fhK letter, ihrc^e mure of 
Till pressmen resigned. MGR ex- 
pMssed tu is significant 

(fiul he was nut surprised when two 
niemliers had resigned earlier I and 
hoped that they would rejoin as thev 
hml not iulftilvd the purpose of their 
jppoinrmcni. The purpose, as MGR 

C uinted out, was ru suggest ways on 
ow the government rouid tackle 
svurnlous willing. The frKUS had 
bcs‘n deftly shifted fiom <me conien- 
iinus plank to another, quite diffe¬ 
rent in essence. To quote the three 
terms of reference of the committee: 
iho cummiTiev will, inter aha ( 1 ) 
Take note uf (he circumstances 
under which and the purposes fur 
ivhich Section 292-A of the 1 PC and 
C'KPC iTN Amendment) Act 1.1 of 
1982 was brought into force (2) Ex- 
umine the concern and 
npprehensiuns expressed about the 
implication ol this amendment in the 
newspaper industry and (3i Make 
appropriate recommendations to en¬ 
sure that government can effectively 
coniroJ gioHsly indecent or scurrilous 
matter or niHtiur intended for black- 
mMil on the une hand, and at the 


same lime a suirahle envlr<mntent In 
which newspapers and periodicab 
can discharge their legitimate func* 
nuns properly without fear." So 
MGR IS quite ncht in saying that the 
press members nave nor fulfilled the 
purpose of their appointment. 

It IS ironic that more than in TN. 
MCR's announcement that he would 
not repeal the Act drew loud protests 
from journalist federations in Bihar 
and I^lhi. But it is lamentable that 
even assurance of solidarity by the 
Bihar and Delhi journalists has 
failed so far to galvanise the local 
pre-esmen into any decisive action. It 
IS a dismal state of affairs, with MGR 
on the one hand suppressing and 
humihaimg the jouroalisis and on 
the other, the pres* itself degenerat* 
ing inio a .state of somnolence. 
MGR's stooges in the fourth estate 
fflanipuloie the press into pro¬ 
establishment positions, and the rest 
of the pressmen are cither indiffe¬ 
rent or feckless. The tragedy here is 
that the press is unable to mobilise 
itself. 


Aapandiar ufd the atudeniS' 
subseouently produced proof thtu 


Anita Prutap 


STUDENT ACTIVISTS 


The price of helping 
the tribals 


subsequently produced proof thqt 
they were appearing tor their ax* 
aminations in Bombay on that date, 
were released by the magistrate on 
this count. 

The SRP who were, however, frus* 
trared in their two*year attempt to 
catch Kaxalicies allegedly operating 
in the area, found easy scapegoats in 
the young students who had the 
same Uterarure That thev ‘*llegedly 
found on 18 March from the hags left 
behind by the Mrsons who, they 
claimed, had tired on them. The SRP 
have been conitantiy needled by the 
authorities who are on the lookout 
for Kaxalites. The guardian minister 
for Gadchiroli, Mr Surupsingh Naik 
who u himself an adivesi and who 
had been there last month, boasted 
that if he was there he could have 
caught the Naxaliies in Ifi days. The 
police have even forbidden the sing* 
mg of “Borukata," an old folksong 
used by political activists to present 
socio-economic issues to the peoplu. 
Anyone who sings such songs b Jub- 
beci Naxaiite, So far, thy iwlicc have 
been hghting a losing battle against 
the vi-calleil NaxaJites us there is 
tremendous sympathy for them from 
the exploited people who have he* 


GadhehiroJi is one of Maherash* 


tra's newly carved our nnd primarily 
tribal districts. It is very rich in 
natural resources and 7U per cent of 
the district yields expensive pro¬ 
ducts like tvndo leaves, wood and 
other forest matermJ that is bringing 
in vast wealth to traderi,. contractors 
and the government. But the people 
of the sou are ^or Official statistics 
portray Gadchiroli as one uf the most 
backward districts. Most of the pco* 
pie in Stronchu ta/uka live below the 
poverty line and the literacy rate is 
only 16.8 per cent. The gonds in 
Sironcha have two primary means of 
livelihood—//luming (cultivation on 
land cleared in the middle of the 


forests) and gathering firewood and 
other raw material from the forest. 


The government is conniving with 
traders and contractors to evict the 


gonds from the forests. 

Gnder tho guise of protecting the 
forests from y/iuming, the govern* 
mentis forest officers are literally 
handing over the forests to the con¬ 
tractors. The gonds are not only 
deprived of their means of livelihood 
but they are being turned from owe* 
ers of the land to labourers or 
bonded labourers. Beedi and paper 
manufacturers and contractors are, 
on the ocher hand, mincing money- 
ThB gofernraenc earned over rupees 
seven crores in 1962*83 by way of 
revenue. The gond families who de¬ 
pend on picking and bundling the 
rendu leaves are exploited and 
underpaid. Last year the govern- 
nent nad fixed the wage rate at the 
starvation level of Rs five per 100 
bundles end this year after Use 
Miteted it was increased to Ri 6.40 
Toe labourers have been demanding 
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Janata Party (BJP) and ih« iwu cnm* mticism asainsr th« Ran ^over^i 
mumst partkcs. Hardly t«n days ter meni. Thay also say that Chan 
tha first structure was bulldored dushekar, along with Justice V 1. 
there were even signs of a further Krishna Iyer, T. R. Shamann4. MJ 
conflict on this matter within the and Dr n. L. Thimme Gowda. ha( 
Janata Part y itself. __ been largely insirumental in regular 

Rared to the ground: a bulldoici r/eerv rhe debris of The ftrurttitY's 






0 Qii becaw fD AaftrtlUdiatrJcc the 
rate laat year was Rs oloe per bundle 
aad this year it has increased to Rs 
i2.S0. Across the border in Karinna* 
gar district of Andhra Pradesh, the 
current rate is Rs 22 as there is a 
very strong movement there of agri* 
cultural labourers. 

The iribaU in Gadchiroli have only 
recently, over the last two years, 
started to organise themselves and 
the government's reply to their grow¬ 
ing struggle for Justice has been to 
u^ash the state reserve police 
<SRP) on them. There are 2d SRP 
camps in Jamalghata, Repenpally, 
Atnanur, Kamlapur, Somanpatn, 
Sironcha and Aheri, and it is under¬ 
stood that one lakh rui^as per day 
are being spent to raaintein them. 
Each camp has about 50 SRP, which 
means 136o armed personnel in tho 
two talukas of Aheri and Sironcha 
alone 

There is untold harassment of the 
local people. According to VPS activ* 
isis, people have narrated to them 
their experiences about bemg 
arrested on. the mere suspicion of 
being Naxalites or of sheltering 
Kaxalites. A young doctor, Prabha 
kar Borile. who gave an injection to 
one of the VP8 students who had 
fallen ill, was arrested “for harbour* 
ing a Naxalite." The aarpanch of 
Kotaguddam who owns a jerry ser¬ 
vice and had agreed to ferry the 


KARNATAKA 


jtttdMtaacfoae the riv«r from BItm- 
cha CO Andhra pT«deah« was harassed 
and then let off when be paid a bribe 
of Rs 800. Others have false cases 
against them under Section 212 (har* 
bouring criminals) and Section i07 
(attempting to murder). In AsaraUi 
there are 106 such cases and in 
Takda Morta. five cases. In Somana* 
alii, people complained of police 
ooliganism in the houses of adi- 
vasis. 

The VPS and the AP Radical Stu« 
dents Union sent 13 students to stay 
with the thbals and study their prob* 
lems, as part of the “go-to'the vil* 
lage" campaign from 7-21 May. Asa 
concluding event of their campaign, 
the Students had organised a public 
meerine in Sironcha town on 19 May. 
After this meeting which was held 
with police permission, the VPS 
claims that tne police called the 
Students for interrogation and after 
that, they were not seen. Attempts 
by lawyers to find their whereabouts 
for a week met with a blank from the 

K lice station. It was only when the 
vyers threatened to file a writ of 
mandamus in the Nagpur High 
Court, that the police informed them 
that they had produced the students 
at a magistrate's court in Aheri as 
the magistrate of Sironcha was on 
leave. 

Olga Tetlis 


BDA's demolition spree 


Ihii Itrgw pMlem, ledihinily, 

a m on 28 May when the BDA 
dpters crashed into the Chicit* 
amaranahabi area and destroyed the 
alleged illegal siructurest estimated 
to cost less than a lakh rupees each. 
ThiC day both the chief minister, Mr 
R. K. Hegde and municipal admuhs* 
tration minister, Mr M. Chandrashe* 
kar were out of town. Perhaps too 
stunned to react, the residents stood 
around helpless, unable to do any* 
thing to stop the demolitions. But the 
next day shock gave way to anger 
and an irate mob. mainly comprising 
residents, set fire to the immediate 
objects of rage—the bulldorers. 
Realising that the situation was get¬ 
ting out of control, CM Hegde, then 
in New Delhi. lelephoxiiceUy ordered 
a temporarv suspension of demoli* 
tion work. Information minister M. 
Raghupathy rushed to the spot and 
apologised to the people assuring 
(hem (hat the government would 
take immediate action to correct any 
injustice perpetrated in (he urea. 

While (his temporarv stay and im* 
promptu apology appeased the resi* 
denis, and (oak coneiderabla punch 
out of the agitations (hut the opposi* 
tion groups had attvmptud to orga¬ 
nise. (he problems did nut end there. 
An outiaged Chandrashekar. upset 
that one of his enUeugues had openly 
undermined his authority, promptly 
(nod to cancel the apology, saying 
(hat the demolitions were justiiioiT 
'This has aince drawn much tire 
against him by both the opposition 
and the Janata men who recall that 
when an earlier BDA chief under 
Gundu Rao had ordered similar de- 
molnions. it was Chandrashekar who 
had been most vociferous in his 
criticism against the Ran govern- 
meni. They olso say that Chan- 
diashekar, along with Justice V 1. 
Krishna Iyer, T. R. Sham an n4. MP 
and Dr If. L. Thimme Gowda, had 
been largely insirumental in regular- 


Bangalore: After surviving (he Bba* 
jan Lal'inipjred Congress^!) strategy 
in the initial stages of ministry mak¬ 
ing; after successfully oeutraiising 
the Bangarappa (actor on the elec¬ 
tion batnefield of Kanakapura; just 
when Janao supporters in Banga* 
lore were beginning to breathe easi¬ 
ly, problems loom large again. And 
speculations are rife that at least one 
minister in Ramakrishna Hegde's 
cabinet will be out by the time the 
current explosive situation Is re¬ 
solved. 

The 'problem* in focus is the de* 
moJition spree indulged in by the 
Bangalore Development Authority 
(BDA) in the ChiewaranahaUi area 
of Bangalore north uluk (where 
structures have been deemed as 
iTTesular). Although critics of the 
BDA and the higher authorities in* 
volved admit that the constructions 
in question were irregular and illeg¬ 
al, (hey are. nonetheless, fierce m 
(heir criticism of the manner of ex¬ 
ecution and (he timing of the order. 
Understandably, the affected resi¬ 
dents of the SO demolished houses 
hanre been angry with the govern* 
mgnt, but wbat has affecied the 
fovemmeni more is the strident cri* 
ticisia by the Janata ministiy's allies 
in the AsteoHsly—the B^atiya 
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ising around 20.000 sinifarly irregU' 
lar constructions in the southara 
extensions of the city. 

The demolitions have also created 
fissure.s bet«veen the Janata Piny 
Htid its alliance piu'tners. The com* 
munists condemned the demoHtions 
a&an ''inhuman act" and theBJP her 
issued a warning to the government 
that It would not rest until the vie* 
tims are compensated and rehabili* 
tated. In fact, the BJP is insisting 
that eveiyone should be given at 
least low cost housing at government 
cost m the same area. Even before 
his party formaDy hnlted its com- 
luint. BJP state chief A. K. Sub- 
aiah addressed a meeting in the 
urea where he warned the govern¬ 
ment that his party would withdraw 
IIS support of the liegde government 
if thU situation was not resolved. A 
demand was also made by BJPH 
leader in the house. Mr V. $. 
Acharya. that the government pub> 
lish a white paper on BDA affairs in 
gerienil. with particular reference to 
the domuUituns. Me has emphasised 
that if in the white paper, certain 
adverse facts emerge regarding 
either the BDA top officials or the 
min inter, the BJP would not hesitate 
to domund liis dismissal or removal 

III examining the affairs iif the 
BDA the government is likely to be 
opsming a Pandora's hoi. the Vidhan 
Smidha watchers opine. Part of the 
reason why reasoned legiMlatnrs like 
Mr Suhhaiah arc rallying against the 





ChBPiirstftcIcBr. outnfied mtnisref 


gos'ernment's action, is because of 
the mess that the BDA has been in 
over the years. BDA commissioner 
Ad hip Chbudhary's argument is that 
the demolitions were necessary be¬ 
cause the land on which the houses 
had been constructed, had earlier 
been notified by the BDA for acquisi¬ 
tion and because the BDA was com¬ 
mitted CO provide the land to other 
people who had already put down 
money for the sites. Howvver Sub¬ 


baiah and o^era sav rh^ ifr die 
constructions were illegal (Hen l»hy 
did the BDA not demoli^ them in 
the earlier stages? Why then did the 
Karnataka electricity board and the 
Bangalore water supply and ss^wbr- 
ageboard giva'tham connections? If. 
as the BDA now claims, the land 
already been notified for acquisi¬ 
tion. then It should have been the 
BOA'S duty to prevent all irregular 
construction on it right from the 
beginning. 

In this explosive situation every¬ 
one U seaKhing for a scapegnat. 
Three names immediately come to 
mind—the BDA commissinner.Adhip 
Choudhary, municipal administra¬ 
tion minister M. Chandiashekar and 
information minister M. Raghu- 
pithy. It is almost definite char cer¬ 
tain heads will roll, if for nothing 
else, at least to keep the wolves at 
bay during the next session of the 
legislature. Till recently, Chan- 
drashekar was considered to be diffi¬ 
cult tn touch because of the backing 
of PWD miiti.ster, Mr H. D. Deve 
Gowda (they belong iu the same 
vokkaliga communityf It was said 
that in the early months of the 
ministry Mr Hegde needed Deve 
Gowda's help to combat the Bangui- 
uppa factor. With Bangarappa's in¬ 
fluence almost non-existent now, Mr 
Kcgde can afford to by rough with 
Deve Gowda. 

Louise Temandes 


Bombay: I was a pjNM-ngvi on lA 
bliahl lObfiom Hannulore to Bumbav. 
This |N a ilvridlcd aviount of wliar 
cNoctly huppened on r> May 198 i. 

ThjN «iirbu> tomes fiom Bombav tv 
ganxalorviiv Flight lOSand then after 
rutuclliiig. lolurnv to Bombay •« 
Khchr KKi. This Flight normaJIv takes 
off from Bangalore itt 9 lit ,im. Gui due 
to I he I'Dginccrs* stnke m Bombay, 
the Indian Airlmes had rescheduled 
all ihvir flighis ishith touched Bom- 
fiuy. Acconlinu t<» the new schedule, 
therefore. Hignt lOB would be leaving 
Biingalore «il ]2.i^ pm. 1 arrived at the 
bang.iiorc airport ai li.SO am The 
information board read that the ex¬ 
pected time of ainval (ETA) of Flight 
105 was 12 35 pm and the expected 
time of departure IETD) of Fight 106 
was 1 15 pm. I checked in my baggage, 
checked through securi^ and awaited 
the departure call The call was 
announced at 1.15 pm. We boarded 
the airbus and waited for the ukeHtff. 
1( v-'O!! a full flight and it was eKtreme 
ly hot and suffucaiing in the aircraft. 
The aircondilKmvrs cannot be switcb- 
t d on till after the take-off which was 
at \A% pm—exactly half an hour after 
we had Ix^irdcd the plane. 

Even us the captain instructed his 
crew to "Arm all doors for take t^f." 
from my s«ut at the rear-end of (he 
oircrafi. I could see total panic 
spreading in the front half of tJie 


plane. Seat belts were being rapidlv 
unfaMened and overhead lockers 
were being opened to retrieve bag- 
cage A few women with babies in 
ihvir arms even started screaming. 
Smokv was emanating from the from 
poriioti and pv(»plu were beginning to 
ct»ugh. The passengers heard a voice 
over the microphone saying. "Hlease 
be calm.' Nothing more. None of the 
crew members even bothered to 
pacify ihe panic-stricken passengers 
who were getting even more terrified 
as the ladder was not ready for dis- 
cmbaricing. Finally, the Udder did 
arrive «ina we got out and went back 
to the aiipon lerminaJ. On asked 
what was happening, the only reply 
tlie information desk could give. wa»: 
"We have no infonaation as yet.” It 
was only half an hour later that they 
announced that the ETD of Flight SOB 
was 3.30 pm. No explanations. No 
apologies. 

At 3.n0 pm it was aonounced that 
(he snack trays were being off-loaded 
and snacks would be served in the 
restaurant. At 4.00 pm tea was 
announced but there wes siill no 
mention of the flight departure. It was 
an endless wait. At S.40 pm, it waa 
announced with great urgency that 
Flight 106 would take off at 6.00 pm 
but fresh boarding pisaet were to be 
collected. The same seats wore given. 


'-ecunty and into ilie aiicriiM 

The flight look oil ni b.20 pm and 
(here were some empty scats this 
time. Throiig}i the enure iuuniey of 
an hour and 2U minutes, the captain 
flew (he aircraft so low that the 
aiaonditinner could not Ih* swiichi-d 
on )i wa« iremondnuxly hot and stuffy 
inside (he aircraft and the cabin 
ressure was uncomforiably low. 
ahies cried throoghoui the fligJu*ax 
their cars were getting Hocked. Qnlv 
water-was served on that flight and 
Ihe crew was seated for most of the 
time. 

Was that aircraft in any condition lu 
fly ? There were rumours ufioat that 
only someone from Bombay coufd 
repair it. but that would mean putting 
up all the passengers in a hoielfor the 
night. Did Indian Airlines try to avoid 
this expense at tha risk of their pas¬ 
sengers' lives? It was a traumatic 
experience and I hav<t vowed never to 

travel on (he seme aircrofl once 1 

have been asked to disembark be¬ 
cause of technical problems, f will 
never forget the face of the woman 
passenger at the information desk 
when she demanded the refund for 
her ricker and refused to board the 
same aircraft. I wish I had done (he 
aame. 

Shivanl Jheverl 


' ' !■■■■■ I . 

A passenger's experience on lA Flight 106 

and umc- again we had to go ihniugh 
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Spirited anti-MGR 
Jeposition 


tedras: Retired Tainil Nudu inspector ceneraJ of police. 
W R.N. Manickam seems to have a flau for dropping 
ambshelii It was he who had filed an explosive 
ffidavit before the inquiry cntrunission appointed by 
le TN povemment to probe into the irregularities 
ommitted by CM MGR and revenue minMer S.D. 
umasundaram in the issue of liquor liccflces. 

In his affidavit, Manickam had declared that his 
m indaw Sbanmui;acnv his brother Sunderamoonhy 
nd the latter’s friend. Mr Ravindranath. had gi'^en Rs 
(l,7S lakhs as ‘commi&sion’ to MGR's brother, M.C. 
hakrapani and h» two sons, Balan and Sukumaran for 
'curing the liquoi licences. It was alleged that the 
loney hud been handed over to law minister C. 
on a I van and harijan Well a re minister S. Vijuyasarethy 
h(i sej veil as conduits ro reach the CM. Now once again, 
Unickam has come up wuh a controversial dccleration. 
bile dcrx^Niiift before the lommission, he revealed that 
‘Madruft party’ had contacted him. urging him to 
'fra in from d epos me before the commission. In the 
leeting arranged by Mr Ramaswamy Udayar of Madras. 
II offer was made in Manickum that the entire amount 
I Rs 10,7S lakh< would be returned with interest, along 
ith court fees and other sundry expenses. ]>rovided he 
id not depose belure (he commission. According to 
[jnickam, he was required to apologise for filing the 
tidrtvit that was based on incorrect informal ion. Said 
lankkani while deposing before the commission: “I 
ent through the draft and rejected it outright. The 
iveting ended abruptly.** 

An interest iiig development in the hearing was the 
.'cusatiun levelled by the counsel for Mr Ponnaiyan. Kir 
K. Venugopai. who charged that Manickam was depos* 
ig at the instigation of the DMK party He went to the 
\teni of charging thar the DMK had compensated 
itinickam in full by giving Ks 1D.7S lakhs so as to entice 
im ri> depose before the commksiun. But in highlight- 
ig the role of the DMK in Manickam’s deposition, the 
lunsel for MGR, Mr T. R. Arunachalem. appears to 
jve put his foot in his mouth. While trying to establish 
) alliance between Manickam and the DMK. Mr 
I uRttchulam in his cross-examination got Mr Manickam 
' agree that he had met DMK MP, Murasoli Maran 
ditor of the DMK daily, Murascdil. and Mr Snnivasan 
India Cements, who, reportedly, is e sympathiser of 
DMK. KL Manickam conceded that the two person^ 
id dropped in at his hotel and that he had met them for 
vo hours because they were his friends. He deecrihed 
U'ir visit as a '’social call.** 

But DMK counsel N, Natarajan seised the opportunity 
' rub salt into MGR*s wounds. He immediately charged 
uit Mr Manickam was beii^ kept under surveillance 
id '’tailed like a ermimon criminal." He also slated that 
>ulice machinery was being misused." This allegation. 
>ming as it does after the nationwide protest against 
kIicc surveillance of High Court judges ui Tamil Nadu, 
'lunsed MGR. It is learnt chat the CM was really angry 
)ih counsel Arunechalam fur providing (he opposition 
I'lick to beat him with. Arunachalam was promptly 
ven the marching orders and replaced by Mr Kern 
^ihmaUni. The trend of the commission hearing indi- 
\\t% that counsels for MGR, Ponnaiyan and Viiaya&ar- 
Ihy and the other liquor beroae who were aanaioned 
tencei in June 1981 are trying to establish that the 
^nsaccion of Rs 10.7$ Ukhs bed been made not for 
^uor but for a film buaineas 

Uta Fratep 



SHa, Meiuffy&CaslnoNepA! present 


Rs. 999 gives you 3 nights of luxury 
And excitement phis Rs« 900 in free 
casino coigKons* 

# Rs. 900 In free casii>o coupons, 
e lip to 2 children urider 12 Ifee. 

• Two deluxe V< day sightseeing tours. 

• Special (acIHtles for children. 

* On Indian AlHInca A. Royal Nepal 
AMInee Corporaden. 

Aa pflcn VKlKAl«<l Vf InOUr Currency 
AAO tflcVde ucev 

Inatet on cnfeylng Kathmandu In 
Oberol atyle. 


Hofei 

^ SooUee Oberot 

Usied aa one of tt«e wedd’s 
be«t hoaelfc. 



Corn^ yokji wn** igw>t leOjif 



0*ua>M y Ot^'O r9^Cf>Mllan 



UtA 

McaciJSY 

OBMOI HOTIlS 


ftiQne 

nime 

rv«rc 


tA06do. tSOKiS 

2rsii6 

iS«S4l 


1 re6>o 

, 

«49Ma 


*>I0) 

sitooe. >Moo9 



Ttevi. 77ia6 

7ara6 

7S04l. 7S042 


«ai/l SIMB 

w 



«eu6 
«6Mi. W9i 


X 

VMM 

st«s> 

0)021 



U?fl* 


2 ) 0 iai 


mmi. atsei 

a»u 

•aiM 

aOMUM 

sessra. $r»ai 

srreai 

0)7601 $;/osi 


tmre 

M4I1 









Produced by Vikram A Sara^hai Community Science Centre end VIKSAT Ahmedabld 


Moire patterns 


The maidenhair-tree (GingkoBUo* 
ba) i$ the aole lurvivor of an aocient 
group of plants belonging to the 
species, Cymnosperms Gingko, and, 
unlike any other living plant, ban 
existed unchanged since 'the lata 
Triassic or early Jurassic period. Iti 
long span of existence—some 150 
million years^has^ in fact, earned it 
the name of a livins fossil. 

Tht survival of tne maidenhair- 
tree which has a life span of 1.000 
years or more has not remained a 
mystery—during the Permian period 
many areas became increasingly 
cold, glaciers formed, and deserts 
appeared but some pans of the 
world remained swampy and moist 
such as China where the Cin^o 
BUoba continued to survive. It »so 
managed to withstand human das- 
cruction because of Buddhist priests 
who cultivated it in the temple gar* 
dens of China and Japan. 


Oo you know? 


Spot what's wrong 


DDT may be a killer for most 
winged creatures but it certainly 
isn't for a particular kind of bee 
A team of American and Breri* 
lian scientists have discovered 
that the males of the species. Buf- 
rees/$ purpvnta, swarm into houses 
sprayed with DJ>T which they 
promptly eat and survive. 


SCIENCE NOTES 


SCIENTISTS have now found a 
b^y chemical that will hasten the 
healing of wounds. The substance is 
knovm as an^’ogenesjs (which liter¬ 
ally meant blood vessel growth) 
. and was discovered from the fluid 
of rabbit wounds. It was purified in 
a laboratory and it has also been 

C ut to use in eaperisnenrs on rab*. 

its, meeting with a great deal of 
success. The next step now U to 
extinct and purify the human 
angtogenes/s factor. It is expected 
that tne new found chemical will 
prove to be i boon in chespeedy 
healing of skin grafts, bums and 
other injuries. You could thus es* 
peel a day soon enough now^ 
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Figure this out 


Question 

An army of infantrymen arranged 
in u rectangular formation one km 
long start marching at a uniform 
.speed rtnvards the north. A sergeant 
on horseback starts at the some time 
frcim the rear of the formation riding 
uc chi ice the speed of the arrnv. also 
toivardv north. Dn reaching (he head 
of the formation the sergeant at once 
turns round and rides towards the 
south until he reaches tho rear of the 
fcrmatiiin. What is the coral distance 
covered by the sergeant? 


*AZ ^ M lUvaSiea 

oqi /q pajeAOO aounsip |am eqj 
‘snux uin iit»^CV I 

'ajoiajaqx of lenbe aq isnm 

sTt(] 'ing ant < X —i) pejaxoa sueegles 
am ‘0$ spiEMqinos lueaSjas 
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*ui3| (t4-x) pajaaoo luaefias aq) og 
spjvMuuou 9u(pu t9M luaet-ias aqj 
aftqM Mujf ai|i pasaapo aauajsip 
eqi aq un| s IT] .|AO if^j 
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Can vQu make out what is wrong 
wiih this picture? 


iitili 

parallel lines when (he spacing of 
one set differs from that of another. 
Yet another beautiful moire can be 
based on circles. Drawing identical 
sets of somewhat thick circles on two 
transparent sheets while increasing 
the radius ai regular intervals, put 
one sheet over the other As the two 
sets of overlapping circles are moved 
apart you see • number of radiating 
moire *bari. These bars duplicate the 
mierference pattern produced when 
light waves from a common source 
pass through two pinholes. You can 
try several other designs well 
A moire pattern can be regarded 
as the mathematical solution to (he 
interference of iwo periodic func* 
lions. It can be used to study the 
structure of cnstals. interference 

E henomena and defects of lenses. 

(oire patterns have served many 
other inreresiing applications also. 


“Moiru" i.s a trench word for "wa¬ 
ter.” In English it is most frequently 
heard in tnv term, "moire" silk, a 
Caliric ihiu has a shimmering appear- 
nnee resembling the reflections on 
ihi: surface of a pool of water. You 
just have to take a nvlon cloth, fold it 
and see ihrough I'c to observe a 
worulerful pattern. 

Similiirly. you can draw two »ats of 
equally spaced pflrdllal lines on two 
transparent sheets with the help of 
magic markers and hold one over the 
uiber at a small angle and see small 
changes in the spacing of the moire 
fringes. You can make another sim¬ 
ple mi lire patrern by preparing two 
imn^parcnt sheets or equally spaced 
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iOlwaaat 

T he world’s "youngost 
tnd Nirosr" dirtccor. 
Sheetat, is busy planning 
her second lilm Her latest 
Itfve, S^rfrat Sawaa. Is 
away with the Pakistani 
segued flaying the world 
cup cricket tournament m 
England and tins is the 
only time she can concen* 
trite on her work. Sheet* 
al*i romance with the 
mercurial Pakistani fast 
bowler is the latest in a 
long list of affairs. In fact, 
ahe misses no opportunity 
to exclaim how a ’’tall 
handsome mun” tell fi>r 
herat ’'first sight.'* At one 
point of time she had da- 
scribed herself as the 
woman in Amitabh 
chan's life, 

Part of the filmi firma* 
mem for Iona. Sheetal shot 
into the Ijcnalight when 
she described herself as 
the heroine and Raakhae 
as the 'other woman' in 
Hnshikash Afukhcr/oe’s 
Amiiubh siarrer Bemisal 
A little later, the income 
tax raid on the film indus* 


cry found Sheetal beck in 
the news. Everyrepon on 
che ittcident staled that 
Sheetel was found clo¬ 
seted with a few auspi* 
ciout looking Arabs when 
the tax people called on 
her. Her latest claim of 
fame is her voducing, 
directing,edlti^ Kript* 
ingand acting in ner firat 
home production: Honey. 
Before the publicity bliti 
on Honey could die down. 
Sheetal was in the arms d 
Sarfras Nawas. 

The two apparently firm 
met at a film party at the 
hotel where • few Pakiste* 
nl cricketers were staying. 
That was when the famous 
love at first sight took 
place. However, what set 
longues wigmng was Sar* 
fras quietly Ml fting to e 
hotel in Bombay's nlm col¬ 
ony: Juhu. Aceming to 
one stetement by Sheetal 
this was because she lived 
in Juhu and both wanted 
to be near each other at all 
limes. The romance finally 
became public when 
Sheet al took Sarfras to the 
famous Fsj Kapoor holi 
party. Apparently matters 
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Raona Roy: maniagt pia/ts 

were thick enough for Sir* 
fras willinglv aipeed to 
pose in a tight autch with 
nis honey 

According to industry 
sources. Sanrat is the nrsi 
real star struck cricketer 
they have seen In • long 
lime. "H had always been 
the other way round," said 
one publicist. 

A t the other end of the 
spectrum, Sarfrat's 
teammate Mohsin Khan 
has been romaniiciUy 
linked with leading lady 
p Ratna Roy. AUbou^ she 
I was not available for com* 

* ment—there ere reports 
■ that she is holidaying in 
i Americe^Reene Roy is on 
I record that she had never 
” heard the name before, 
nor had she seen the Khan. 
Even industry sources 
tend to describe Reena’s 
link'Up with Mohsin as 
**weak and unconvincing." 
According to them experi' 
ence has taught her a W* 
lerlessom and that she 
would never, never go for 
a light-hearted fling. The 
actressjias stoppedsign* 
ing films and is reported to 
be preparing for marriage 
lo someone **at the other 
end of the world." That 
someone is certainly not a 
cricketer. 

S habona Aami is tired of 
denyirm those rumours 
but she stiJI wants to do it. 
No, she is not marrying 
writer ya red Akhrar. He is 
just a "fantastic friend for 
ail seasons." She is not 
playing Mrs Ipdira Gandhi 
ui any film and would not 
play net even if she was 
offerad the chance and 
aha is doc joining politics. 


I t is strange how succesa 
makes people ^ange 
their aoitud^ thatr way 
of looldng at people and 
things. Take DiJip Kumar, 
till just two years ago they 
were content with iztiJnng 
him a legend and the 
greatest actor but 
rarely did anyone think of 
offering him a role. It took 
Dilip just two films 5hakrx 
and Vidhaa(a to win all 
hearts, tiiis time even the 
new generation which was 
hardly aware of his con* 
trlbution to the field of 
acting in India, also 
agraed that he was a great 
actor. The impact of his 
work wassoueai that 
people even forgot and 
tor^vehim the greatest 
blunder he made in his 

life^his secret mirriaga 

w 1 ih Aama wh icb sparked 
off a national debate. Now 
it ii only Dilip Kumar, the 
actor wno matters. There 
are three of his films on 
the floor (Masdoor, 
Masbaal and Duniya). And 
within the nexi two 
months there are at least 
six big films to start. Most 
of them in the south. 
Something like this has 
never happened In the for* 
^ year career of DUip 


,umar. 


U nlucky Bhsrathi 

Raaja. In the south he 
is still one of the good 
directors. His films aie 
eagerly ewai ted. They 
even win a series of 
awards. But in Bombay 
where the only thing diet 
matters is how muct 
money 
office,' 

been declared a failure. 

Ha has proved unlucky ev' 
ery time be has tried a 
Hindi film 

AX 


r iingiei at the box 
Bharatbi tUaja has 








Camlin is another. 

Cam]in unbreakable pencils. A perfect bond between 
wood and lead. So ihe point never breaks. While sharpening 
Or in normal use. 

Nine attractive designs to choose ^om. 

Use a Camlin sharpener for the best rcsnlts. 

Camlin: 

India's first unbreakable 
pencils. 
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Beginning 26 June 


By AMRITLAL 




MCI (II ApM-14 Mavr 

^ TNa Is • dicky wMk tor 
you Inanctoty. At ihs 
jSsms limo bs vrsry otyour 
nttosgiiM Your succoss 
IS srouss Ihsir fsstousy vto 

hosMrty. So. bs tocthji sno pahsnt. 
ArMtss and mioilsctusis vwJI be rs> 
warded. On the home from Ihers wvi be 
peece and happinesi. Aflsirs of ifw heart 
will proorssi at a fast pace. 

Osetf lalst 26. 27 and 28 
Lvdy neeibin: 3. 5 and 6 
Favewtaie airestlse: North^weei 

TAimuS (15 May—14 Mns( 
This wiif be a hectic week 
for you You wilt be busy 
reaping ihe gams irom past 
eltorfs On the other hand. 
YOU may encounter some fmancial oHii* 
cuftiss, so be wary o 1 launchir^ any new 
enlerpnsaa Arso do not spend rfiore than 
you have to Avoid arguments An urttx* 
pected visii from a near ralabve is tore* 
cast this week On the domesuc from be 
cautious. 

Goal dalsi: 27.26 and 30 
Lusky aambtri; i. 4 and 7 
Favesribls tflreelioa: South 

OEMffN (15 Jeas—14 Ml 
This IS s favourable week 
tor love and marriage. If 
you do not gamble or lake 
I risks this will be a good 
week for you. Political mvotvemems may 
create some problems. A mafor irwienf 
may leave an impact on your mod. An 
untoward happening may prevent you 
Irom undertaking a journey you have had 
«n mind. 

Cesd 4ilss: 30. 1 and 2 . 
leaky iwnkan: S. 6 and ? 

Fsvsertkfe dIrKtise: East 

CANCER (15 My—14 At- 
|ss0 This wiH not be a 
favourable week for ro¬ 
mance or domestic har* 
mony. However, do not 
lose heart. You have enough wilupower 
to see you through any cnsee. You may 
have financial problems but you will be 
5bie 10 put! yourself out of ihem You may 
strike a new fnendshs) anth a member of 
the opposite sex this week. Your health 
will improve as well 
osoa law* 27. 29 and 1. 
lucky aamkers; 1 . 2 arvj 3 
Fsvosiakis dlracttaa; North-easi. 





UO (IIAiffll—14 
M tda wM ncs 

I be a good week tor you. So 
a word of adwcs: avoid 
Igambing or apecu to bon. H 
plane and a tfiemee you have Innnddo 
not workout donoibed^heirtened. as 
your bad imes are almost over M 
msoers writ soon imprDva. Al the same 
there may ba cause tor arodsiy regsnkng 
the marriage of so meone ctoee lo you. 
Qaad Ms: 26 . 28 and 2 . 

Ucky ■■■lifi; 78.8. 



VMSO <11 H 

(klaksr) Ties IS going to be 
a lucky week tor sports* 
men A long journey may 
be in store for you 
Dusmessmen. you are advised not to 
plan or execute new ventures ihct week 
A word of eauaen your Man as waa as 
that of a famuy member may cause some 
probtorns Abo. do not anisgontse your 
emptoyers or those m auihonfy Avoid 
snravagsnce 

6sed 8M; 26 . 28 M 30 
iMky totmiers 2. 4 and 6 
Faveenbli dbecftoe: 



IIIRA (15 Octaktr-14 
Nsyamlsr) The wiS be a 
favourable wask for 
butmessmen. However, a 
new fnendship rnay prove 
harmful to yoia interests Those m ser* 
vice, took forward to a promoson Sports¬ 
men, you may win new honours this 
week, Pnends and relatives writ cooper* 
’ ate and contnbuit to your success. 
Young people, this wki be a good bme. 
Gaad istoi: 26. 28 and 1 
iMky Hteber 3. 7 and 6 
Fmiralie dlracNoe: West. 






SCORPIO (1$ Mevstoksr-U 
Oacaaber) Pay great snan 
kon to business and other 
p ro fe ssto hai puraurts the 
I week. But if you do not gam 
fmanctoify* do not let if dftbeanen you. 
Go ahead with any business ventures 
you have iNs week Be careful of the 
heeHh of your chkdren. Relabvas and 
fnends wiH, be around to share your 
fortunes, M your apouse may contri¬ 
bute to your happine ss , 
deed satos: 26 . 28 aria 
Ucky aafltoan: 4. 5 and 6. 

FsvautaMe Hresttes: South-west. 




SAdnARNII (II OaSMh 
b»->144n8«T)Tbtowesk 
cresMvs psopto wH gain 
rscogniltoh. Thcs wM be a 
•ek of sisedy lo rapid 
prograss. You iwl gain through properly 
maReri or inaurvKe pokoss. Your totm- 
bon wH gwdi you. in mansre 

ottoshsefl Near trtonA are Hkify to give 
you mspfraiton A journey may be to store 
tor you: a may pM you in the tong run. 
Read «ato4: 26. 27 and 2. 

Lscky MBban: 3, 4 and 5 
FaiSHM IbscUsa: North. 

CAPRIC0RII(15 iatNary-14 
Febrtaryj The wM be a 
good waek tor you hnan- 
ciify as tong as you can 
Ichack ealrsvagance. You 
wsi be abif to coniaci influential peopia 
this week. Your eiders wifl help you and 
your domesfic front will be calm For 
those of you who are gang to gel 
married, there might beduhsrmonyin the 
negotiattons but do not lose heart take 
care of your healin this wsek. 

Rasi dsttt' 27. 26 and 1 
Ucky siinbsrs: 1, 5 and 9 
FsvsaraMi dliecBM: Easi 

AQUARIUS (15 Ftbraary-fl 
MitsN) This week conserve 
youf energws and be very 
tactful, end you will wm 
i over people who matter to 
you Leave things to your mlation and 
maners wiN sort themselves out. Though 
your domestic front will be peaceful, you 
may have some problems with your 
spouse, A word of caution to you all: do 
nol make hasiy decisions 
Gsa4 dates: 26 . 30 and i. 

Lecky numbers: 2, 4 end 6. 

FavMrikli Mrsctien* West 

PISCES (15Martk—UAprtlj 
This IS a week of mixed 
fortunes for you. Vpur 
domesic front wiH be a 
source oi )Oy. but specula¬ 
tion wUi not yield favourable results. Also, 
a love affan may come To a sudden end. 
Avoid getting into disputes with trends 
and reiatwes. Watch your health Profes¬ 
sionals. the time is lavourable tor you. 
However, your expenses will tocreese In 
proportion to your financial gam. 

Goes Sstss: 26 . 30 and 2 . 

Ledry nunbsri; 3, 5 and I. 

FavDsrabit diracito*: Souih-easr. 




Fsf dtoes stbese nimes bsUf wfUi A. H er T: You have a torbto. 

^ngahiouB nvnd. budding with ideas. You srs bold As such you 
kra never shy or rebnng. 

However, you have dMcutty todeosion-maktog you are nevor 
ready to aacrtftoe certain ideas you hold. Consequently, some- 


wnes you bungleiDbs on occasions. You ere extremely Indepen¬ 
dent ind resent cnbosm. You ars apt to be aggrassive and can 
be very truculent at hmes ?nds, arrogance and s quarreisoms 
nature may get you toto boubie So. take heed while ihers is smi 
bme. 
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From the dawn of the world, to the ends of the earth 
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AMRAVATI: A bridegrooin who ku^J 
travelled all the way tron Nanur to 
Amravati (or his marriaee which was 
to be solemnised had to return 
empty handed. It is gathered that Mr 
Sudhir Satpal was to mi married to 
Sunada Jade at the Jijamata Mangal 
Karyalay here at Kiroo Naaar. The 


Karyalay here at Kiroo lae 

bridegroom had to return with a heavy 
heart as his would be wife eloped with 
her boyfriend on the morning of the 
wedding. It is teami that the wile was 
in love with one Ami Jirjan and they 
had an affair. This was brought to the 
notice of her parents. The parents 
were sore over the affair, and as such 
decided to marry their daughter at the 
earliest, but the girl had other inten¬ 
tions. When everything was going 
smoothly, the girl cook Rs 3000 on the 
penultimate day of her marriage and 
when everyone was fast asleep, she 
eloped with her boyfriend at 4 a m in 
the morning. However, police are in 
^earch of the decamped lovers—Hita- 
vMds (A. Ramesh Chander, Hyder 
abad) 

AURANGABAD: A village in this dis* 
trice takes pride in its infamous name 
'Chor Vagal (village of thieves)*. 
Would they not want to change the' 
name of their village? SaroanchSaran- 
gohar Patel, in reply to this question, 
said. '*We are proud of this name 
because of the rare feat of robbing the 
king of his elephant accomplish^ in 
all abandonment by our ancestors.” 
—Ind»»n Express (Vikas Cudsoorkar, 
Hyderabad) 

JAIPUR A fy'on in a fi#edj factory at 
Channapatna town of Bangalore dis* 
trict has won the first prize of Rs 6i 
lakhs uf the H3rd super hit bumper 
draw of the Rajasthan state lottery. Mr 
Revanna. 3S» arrived here to claim the 

E rize money,iold newsmen that he had 
een purchasing lottery tickets for the 
last lo years. “I had always wished for 


a Rs SO.OOO prize ao ihec I could buy a 
bouse, but I never expected to win m 
61 lakhs * Timm of Cpdts (San* 
jeev Karang. New Delhi) 

BOMBAY: Ur Jayant had applied to 
the Bombay tei^benea lor a tele* 
phones coosectmL The inetniaent is 
yet CO be inacalM. but his name and 
number are listed in the latest tele- 
phone directory. Not only this, he has 
received a biu lor Rs IS3 for the 
period 31 December lM24lay 1983— 
Hindustott Timm (M.EJI. Haider. 
Caya) 

IHOPAt: Raunlal, who took to beg¬ 
ging for want oi w^fc, is now a skillM 
musk bandmaster, thanks to the inie* 

B ated rural devel^MDeot programme. 

e has aIwv earaad a name in nit field, 
TheRurmI Development Agency which 
oversees the implemoniacion of the 
integrated rural development prog- 
ruiffle, has opened the avenues for 
self emploiment opportunities. Mr 
Ratanl^ 32. was forcra to join a band 
parry as his fath^ had to support a 
large family with their meagre income 
coming from onJv four bigAas of lend. 
A progreesive cultivator m Navakheda 
secured • bank loan and Government 
grant to Ratanlal through the district 
rural development agennr to raise his 
own musk band parry. With increasing 
demand for his baiM group in mar' 
nages and other festivities, the econo¬ 
mic condition of Rataolal improved. 
Now Ratanlal has a family wicK three 
sons -^Hindustan Times (Amarjeet 
Singh Bbaiia, Mussoorie) 

MADRAS; The body of a man was 
shuttled back and forth at the general 
hospital mortuary, Madras, as ois two 
wives waged a battle to take charge of 
it. The b^y of Swaminathan <S9). a 
retired state government driver was 
lying there in the evening as police 
^forts lo bring about a truce failed. 
The man died at his third wife's house. 
Following a complaint of foul play by 
his first wife, the body was taken to 
the hc^iiaU where after autopsy, it 
was handed over to the third wife. This 
set the first wife on the warpath and as 
the mortuary van began to move, the 
tvro women flexed their muscles, tug¬ 
ged at each other’s hair and callM 
each other names, attracting a huge 
crowd. Then, together with their reU- 
lives, they threw themselves in front 
of the van, preventing it from moving. 
The police finally found an amicable 
solution to the dispute and the body 
was buried at the fCrishnampet burial 

ground with police esenn ihe police 

mught about a settlement oi the 
dispute between the wives by suggest¬ 
ing that five representatives of cm of 
the women could attend the burial. 
They also solved the uuestioo of ibe 
bunal ground whoue »oice received 
mutual conseni»Huidu($ Harihasub- 
ramaniam, Madras) 


The world is coo iategrated to 
pcemit Iggmn atation. Some coun¬ 
tries cannot continue to prosper, 
igaoring sugnatioo in oshe n ■ 
Mrs Gandhi, while delivering the 
second Raul Prebiach lecture at 
Belgrade 

1 will figbt them (Che Congresa-l) 
in the sireeu and all coraeri of 
the couniry-^Farooq Abdullah 
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We must remember that we have 
been winning elections as long as< 
the opposition was divided— 
Vasantrao Fatil, Maharashtra CM 

I am not an advocate of anyone; 
nor a stooge of the government-^ 
Sant Bhindranwale in Biits 

Cartoons tell the story of India’s 
political standards Iwrter than 
words—Nayaniara Sahgal in 
Statesman 

Our country is so diverse chat 
ambitious politicians can hope to 
enlist some support in some re- 
gions by pandering to regional 
passions—k. Karunakaran in In¬ 
dian Express magazine 

t am not an extreme person and 1 
am not extreme now—Margaret 
Thatcher, newly re-elected Brit* 
ish PM, pledging not to pursue 
extreme right wmg policies 

I’d like to be everywhere where 
the Pope Is, just as a private 
person—Lech Walesa, on the 

3 uesrioo of bis meetii^ the Pope 
uring the latter’s visit to Poland 

Russia feels Pakistan is Interfer¬ 
ing; we are saying that while your 

intervention is visible, you are 
just speculating about Pakistan's 
interference—2ia-ul in Far 

Eastern Economic Revieir 

There's just one thing Td miss if I 
had to live away fram the city 
(Bomlwy) RAe/purs—Selim Ahi 
noted ornithologist, in Bombay 
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14 Ou oVy TOun^ftMrs Chis rwINoO 0< aOttliOni 

1 C Cho Roan confuMO nmribor tigNy (9| 

19 AAM krikHvs wh» qof* Mlor* 10 ftftd ii4iion air> (9i 

?l AeiMMWs- not qn>y *** (7) 

P3 An AOsoM r«V cot*] moan land tn AutbAka (7) 

» W4i$ aM-ia*«t A ehni* (71 

?S ’Tec rcEe perhaps, hmia oui io b* (ha on# who vnfe^ (7) 

26 In A 4A^Anl mAnnAr-H}v ■ rtwoAinQ on*'’ {12| 

DOWN 

1 A c«i loaowi maw^ in a iAn»« (7f 

2 lev and rrwii lopAthAr cotAT P0«A^ Appaar diruat {/) 
i Wani w Twy rt a noh and ^ a rair^f <b<3l 

4 Ha was AvidAnDy londar of a 9Afna of bovMs than ol tho water (6) 
9 Sv Adam, porhapa. hais from 9m socVi Of iniM (7) 

C BK j —tq on a hevn^ <71 

7 Be self PAW 41 A not^mts < whai 9>e tmj# oom (4, 3. S) 

>0 Trwy taliA Ihea cproamonalB when mi the dedt (12) 

16 00 r« Spaa^ dance a, or wear (3, 6) 

17 One luie d pemaps lo be made use of t^ 

16 Perr«pe nada «aei. lo be indebnaaiv adourned |4, 3^ 

16 P9H rats go ma^And produce, mii ead. ight rapid sounds (7j 

20 Claraly or pamMy? (7) 

22 To aip^ a trensaflanUe eKprea s icn of aporeciarion (C) 
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WHAT happened to the much trun 
pered pan Congrcss unity move b4 
tween the Congre$e(S), the Ras. 
iriya Congress and the Democratic 
Socialist party? I’he latest round 
talks took place in the residence o* 
Mr Dev Kanta Barooah, in (he capi* 
al. on 6 June. The presidents of tl 
three parlies. Mr Snarad Pa war. K 
H. N. Bahuguna and Mr Ratubhaj 
Adam werv present . Mr Shared 
Pawar made it dear to his friends 
that he had no irttention of giving 
up either the name or the flag of his 
parry. To this the other two agreed. 
Only later, when the meeting was 
over, a feeler was sent to Mr rawar 
that all his terms were acceptable if 
Mr Bahuguna were to be accepted 
js thv party president There was 
no response from (he Cungress(.S) 
to this. Meanwhile, Mr Shared 
K«iwar IS keeping in close touch 
with the Januia Party proMdent, Mr 
Chandra Shekhar and has been 
lOimng in his pjd.iyurr;}, from time 
in lime He was with Mr Chandra 
Shekhar in Indore and again (it 
Agra. Apparently, while kevping u 
section ol Ins parivtiion happv hy 
coiiliiuiing the talks with Mi nuhu* 
guna and Mi Adam, Mr Shorad 
Pawai hjs shown c wry body where 
Ins own heart lies 


S.irparhv waiting m thv wings 

WHAl IS Standing in the way of Mrs 
Nandini Saipathy'e entry into ihe 
Cungress( I)? Thv dissident camp m 
Orissa has been keen that the for 
mvr chief minister be admitted to 
the party Rut the present chivf 
minister, Mr Janaki BaJlabh Pai* 
naik. has managed to checkmate 
the move The main obieciion 
which Mr Painaik's camp has raised 
is that two cases regarding Mrs 
Saipaihy are pending in the Sup¬ 
reme Court, In ihis. the Patnaik 
camp hus succe.ssfulJy managed to 
build a smokescreen around Mrs 
Satpaihyy The cases in (|iiesiion 
ore in fact cetitionv challenging (he 
deciMon of the Orissa government 
withdrawing twn prosecutions 
against Mrs Saipathy. In the Janata 
regime, (hough Mrs Satpathy was a 
member of that party, cases were 


JB Parnaik. rAwart/ng moves 

started against her relating to her 
days a> tl^ chief minister of Oi issa. 
After ihv Congresstl) govvinmoni 
was formed, under itisti iiciions 
Irom the Prime Minister. Mr J.b 
Pat n a ik*s government wnhdiew the 
cases, which were pending in the 
courts in Bhuhaireswar. Some 
opposiiion leadeis, however, chai 
lenged the withdrawals in the Sun 
reme Court This has come handy 
for Mr J.R. Patnaik who. whenever 
asked by the high command if Mis 
Saipathy should be adiniiied. 
cleverly tells the political managvrN 
about the ''pending cases," And the 
Inexperience of the Rapv Candhi 
team is such (hat none of them can 
refer to coniempurary political hiv 
tory. With (he doors of the CongreS' 
s(l> shut, for the time being. Mrs 
Saipathy has lo go it alone 


Tllh brother ot Delhi's Lt. Gov* 
ernoi, Mr .lagnioluin, Prol. P. L. 
Malhotni. has been appointed the 
new director of the National Coun¬ 
cil for tducationdl Research and 
Training {NCKRTj. the organise 
linn which is entrusted with the 
task of bringing out textbooks for 
.schools. There is nothing wrong in a 
Li Governor's brother being 
appointed to a high academic post. 
But the fortunes of Prof. Malhotra 
seem to have been linked with that 
of his brother Soon after Mr jag- 
mohan became the Lt. Governor of 
Delhi in 1SB0, Prof. Malhotra was 
selected for the post of Chancellor 
of the Himachal Pradesh Universi 
ly, Simla. He, however, refused to 
take up (he post. When Mr Jagmo 
hen was shunted to Goa after Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi's ascendancy in poli¬ 
tics. there was no news about Prof 
Malbo(ra. Now that Mr Jagmohan is 
baidc in Delhi and in the good books 
of the powers that be. Prof. Malhoi 
ra has once again been honoured 
Incidentally, the entire original 
selection panel for the posi or 
NCERT director was changed prior 
to the selection of Prof. Malhotrf* 


THE minister of state for defence. 
Mr K. P. Singhdeo. is keen to start a 
defence production unit in hi.s 
home state, Onssa. Under his in* 
structions. a proposal to set up art 
explosives factory in Sambalpur 
district is being studied by the 
Ordnance Factory Board. The site 
under consideration is in a cyclone- 
prone area, and way back in the 
Sixties the defence ministry had 
turned down a similar proposal in 
that area because of tne hazards 
inherent in starting an explosives 
factory in a cyclone-prone area. Bui 
Mr Smghdeo's insistence on having 
a new unit in that area has made 
senior officers in the defence minis- 
trv forget the old files. Alter all. if a 
new factory can be set up in Medak 
bacause it happens to be the Prune 
Minister's constituency, certainly 
Mr Singhdeo can hope for a similar 


bonanza for his stare. While the 
minister has been busy nursing his 
state, a group of officers in the 
ministry have successfully man¬ 
aged (o get him to okay the exten¬ 
sion of an officer who retired 
around the time when the Prime 
Minister's directive against exten¬ 
sions to superannuated officers 
came. As extension was not possi¬ 
ble, this officer was re-employed as 
a consultant with the rank of an 
additional secretary, safeguarding 
all the benefits which he had en- 
jo^d while in active service. This 
ofricer has been put in charge erf 
rhe project in Medak. for the pro¬ 
duction of armoured cars and the 
tank factory in Avadi. He is so 
powerful that recently when a (earn 
was sent to Moscow to negotiate a 
deal, this retired officer was made 
the leader of the delegation. 


O.E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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rhe queue melts... 

tis soon as it forms. 


11 . 1*1 3 * 
I t''.*C 


11. ri 1.1 

I I'l-* I 


11. i”iC 

11 ■ i-i ill 




The 'Teller System'at State Bank. 




T 


State Bank 

et’s come closer 


At over 9 . too State Bank branches m different cities you 
can erKash up to ks 9000 or deposit ca^ up to Rs 1000 
m a wmk. That’s because the teAer at the counter knows 
you by si#H as a valued cbent of State Bank And aif 
formalities are waived. Vou can also encash or obtain 
drafts, travellers cheques and 31ft cheques m a whistlc< 

And in the time >t lakes to read this ad. at least three clients 
would have compfeied their transactions That s what the 
teller system* at State Bank is all about 






flegO No WB/CC/2S6 TH^MS(C) 37$ MH-BV-SOUTH 680 


Sundty WMUy 36 M 


Lik^ you woro mount to go plucM^ 
this briefcase was made for you. 


Because, it^s a way-out Drtefcase 
in every respect, lust lice Its name. 
Robust, rugged, compartmentalised 
effWentty. vvitti a sleek, 
handsome extehor. it completes the 
scenario that vou create. 




The only 

that Hvm up to Ito nano 
















